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OF

Mahommedan History,
&ec.

CIIADP. X.

S soon as it was consistent with prudence to divulge the import- A. H. go07.
1& ant secret, the Ameirs Shah Meclek and Sheikh Nar-ud-dein dis- ::.TDFE'(:EI
patched, in every direction, to announce to the different branches of the a(; i:‘l;:::-u i
imperial family,theawful andafflicting event which had just tukcn place;
while they omittced no precaution to secure the general tranquillity of
the empire from disturbance. At the same time, they procecded with
tiistful solemnity to discharge thie last sacred duties to the remains of
their departed sovereign; which were now conveyed, nder the direction
of Khaujah Ydssuf, and Ally Koutchin, towards Samarkand. At that
metropolis, having received instructions to proceed with the utmost
expcdition, these persons accordingly arrived on the night of the twen-
ty-second of Shabaun;* and it must be acknowledged that their pro-
gress on this occasion exhibited rather the celerity of a forced march,
than the solemnity of a funeral procession, since they accomplished a
journey of eighty-six farsangs, or about 300 miles in the short space of
five days; having left the vicinity of Otraur on the 18th of the month.

Shortly after their arrival, they committed their sacred deposit, with
the usual ceremonies, o its final repose, in the Gimbuz, vaulted struc-
ture, or mausoleun, lang since erected forits reception.
Immediately after the remaius of the departed monarch had been con-
veyedon the road toSamarkand, Mirza IbraulimStltan,tand the Ameirs .
* 224 of Fcbrua'. D. 1405. ® The sccond son of dhab Rokh,
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A.H. 807, and generals on the spot, hastened to put the troops in motion, with the
A. D 1405, object of carrying into execution the design against the dominions of the
Kholausset-ul- Chinese Empire; and havingmarched,accordingly, tothe distanceof about

skhbaur.

one farsang to the eastward ot Otraur,they thereencamped. Buttheintel-
ligence of his grandfather’s death was no sooner communicated to Mirza
Siltan Hisseyne, with the troops at Yassy and Sabraun,than he caused an
immediate and general dispersion of the army under his orders; and with
one thousand men ouly,each provided with a spare horse,made the best of
his way towards Samarkand, in order to seize that city, and secure the
throneforhimself. This picceotinformation necessarily producedachange
in the measuresof IbrauhimSdltan and the Ameirs who commanded in the
neighborhoodotOtraur; and they resolved without delay to return towards
the metropolis, at the same time, forwarding a dispatch to apprize Mirza
Khaleil Sultan,the son of Meiran Shah, of the ambitious projects of his
kinsman. Not less obnoxioos, however,totheseductions of ambitionthan
his competitors.this prince had also been prevailedupouby the argun nts
of Khodadaud ul Hussevuy, and the otherAmeirs of hus division, to aspire
to the sovereign digrity; and, with equal resolution to assert his clains,
like them proceeded immediately towards Samarkand.

On the other hand, when the designs of Khaleil Stiltan became known
to theAmeirs Shah Melck and Sheikh Nir-ud-dein, they conveved re-
peated messages to explainto that prince and to the chiefs whosupport: d
his claims, that, by the dying instructions of their departed sovercign. tiie
thrane of Sumarkand had been allotted to Mirza Peir Mahommd the son
of Jal.augu~ir; and that it behoved them to beware how they piesnmed to
setaside thatallotment—without, however, producing the slightest etfcer.
The MirzasOlugh Beg,and Ibrauhim Stltan, neither of whom were at this
period more than eleven years of age,togethier with the princes belonging
to the family of Teymir, and the Amcirs Shah Melek and Shetkh N -
ud-dein, at the same time,continucd their march; but when they reached
the station of Karjek,or Karajck, it was on consultation agreed upon, that
Ameir Shah Melek should proceed alone to Samarkand. On s arrival in
the neighborhood, that gallant chief, however, tound the gates ot the me-
tropolis closed against him, by the governor Arghan Shah; who had been
seduced, by the promiscs of Khaleil Sultan, to declare for the authority of
that prince, against the claims of any other person whatever. Thus, after
exerting all his influence, in vain, to prevail upon Arghiin Shah to admit
him within the gates of the city, Shah Melek had no other alternative
than toreturn to the princes Oliglk Beg and Ibrauhim, whom he found
encamped with the army, on the plains of Allyabad. Nevertheless, it was
determined to make still one effort to gain over the governor of Samar-
kand; and the veteran Sheikh Nir-ud-dein was now dispatched to try
whether his counsels might not yet have the effect of inducing him to re-
cede from his resolution. But Arghiin Shah proved equally inflexible
to the persuasions of friendship and te the arguments of reason ; and
Sheikh Nur-ud-dein, like his precursor, was colffeained to rejoin his
assoclates without success.
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In the mean time, Ristum Toghidi Bouga presented himself, from the A.H. 80.
army of Khaleil Sdltan, to announce that the whole of the Ameirs oithat A. D 1405.
army, and their followers, had solemny renewed their pledge of allegiance Kholausset-ul-
to that prince; and that they were on their march immediatelv for Samar- akhbaur.
kand. On this intclligence, the princes of the imperial family were ad-
vised to throw themsclves at all hazards, and without further delay, into
that metrepolis; while Sheikh Nir-ud-dein, and Shah Melek, with the
young Mirzas Oligh Beg and Ibrauhim Sitltan, and most of the cabinet
ministers, and officers of the household, of the late sovereign, drew off
towards Bokhira ; and reaching the city in the course of the succeeding
month of Ramzaun,* there procceded, with all diligence, to place the
wallsand towers,and other fortifications, in a competent state of defence,

It would appear, that when the army at Taushkent were known to have
undertaken the elevation of Mirza Khalcil Saltan, while his father was
vet living, to the imperial dignity, the other shahzidahs did not hesitate
cqually to cousider that the provisions of Tevmir’s will must cease to
Lave effuct; and that prince shertly aficrwards actually took his departure,
from the territory on the Seyhian, in triumph for Samarkand, the principal
inhabitants bastening to join hin from all parts of the country.  On the
banks of the Kouhek river, Arghtin Shah proceeded to present him with
the keys of the city and castle of damarkand,w hich he entered ashort time
alterwards: placing the iniperial diadem on his brows, on the sixteenth of
thie month of Ramzaun, of the 807th of the hidjerah.t Disregarding the
dictates of his grandtathei’s will, altogether, he caused the vouns Mirza
Mahommed Jahangueir, the son of the deceased Mahommed Sultan, and
brother’ssonto the declared successor, Mirza Peir Mahommed,to be seat-
ed on the throne of Teheghatii; the name of that young prince being exhi-
bited, according to custom, at the head of all letters patent, and decrees of
the government. The gates of the treasury were then thrown open,
and 1ts contents distnbuted, with a prodigality which acknowledged
neither bounds nor discrimnination. Some days were, however, devoted
to propitiate the soul of the departed conqueror, by aliberal distribution
of food to the distressed and indigent; and the poetsand mea of genius,who
had in any shape recorded the praises of the hero, were, at the same time,
most bountifully remunerated, tor the exertion of their talents on a subject
soabundantly fertile in materials for panegyric.

Itis not to be forygotten that, at the period under consideration, the city
of Samarkand surpassed all places in the world, in the number of men of
science, genius, and literature, as well as of the most skiltul proficients in
every branch of the arts,wihro resided within the circumference of its walls;
and with regard to all that constitutes wealth and splendor, to specie in
gold and silver, jewels of every description, to the most beautiful articles
of manutacture in every form and fabric, to all kinds of arms offensive and
defensive, and furniture for war in all its departments—to all that was ne-

cessary to the support and display of imperial grandeur, tiiis renowned
* Maych 1405. + 16tb of March, 1403.
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metropolis is said to have contained within its bosom, far more than the
humau inind is capable of framing an estimate. Yet, thongh all this sue
perb whentance nad dropped, as 1t were, to the lap of Khaleil Stitan,
almest without an exertion,and with the concurrence of every individual
in the place, whether civil or imlntary, could not that prince contrive to
preserve his power within the ternitory of Samarkand—mmuch less to ex-
tend it over the neighboring provinces—beyond the contracted period of
fourshort and floeting years. But, he was the slave of au unhappy passion
for Shaud Mvclek, a woman of depraved, intrizuing, and arttul disposition;
and to this jufatuated predilection has been entirelv ascribed, the early
subversion of his authority. e had, as we have already noticed, clan-
destinely united lmself 10 the object of his passion, some time previous
to the death of hisillustiious grandsire,and continued his intercourse with
her under the perpetual terror of discovery. But the moment he attained
to the sovereign authority, on the death of Teymir, he instantly threw off
all restraint, and consigned to the discretion of his mistress, the absolute
controul of every concern of his government. Misled by the insidious
counsels of this woman, in the first place, hie presumed to insult the mc-
mory ot his imperial grandfather,Ly causing several of the princesses of his
haram, to be forcibly married to men of ignoble birth, and inferior origin;
but,w Lat had atendency infinitely more decisive in hastening the subver-
sion of s power, he was encouraged by her influence to yield to a dispo-
sition already too prodigal of expence; and, 1n the course of a very short
time, to dissipate the incstimable producc of the mines of the earth, and
of the chianiihers of the ocean, accumulated in the imperial treasury of Sa-
matkand, ammong the basest profligates, and the very dregs of society.
Hence, the minds of the nobility and principal oflicers ot his court, and of
the generality of his subjects, became cqually disgnsted with the govern-
ment o! the infatuated shahzadah: the province of Mawur-un-neher soon
becanie a prey to the most violent commotions; and the wretched Kha-
leil was comnpelled to seek an asyinm with us uncle Shah Rokh, under
whose protection he finally quitted this world and its calamities, in the
territory of Rey, us will be briefly noticed hereatter.

We shall now be permitted to direct the attention of our readers to the
contamplation of,we trust,amore consoling picture; asystem of moderation
crowned with success, in the example of ajustand prudent prince,promo-
ting his own substantial glory in the welfare of his people, and deservedly
blesse ¢ with a prosperous and protracted reign of almost half a century.

Whien the death of Teymir wasannounced to Shah Rokh at Herat,
that prince, after discharging the tribute of mourning due from filial
piety, and to the memory of the illustrious dead, proceeded, with the
concurrence of tire nobles of liis proviuce, to seat lnmself on the throne
of suvercign power.  This cvent took place dunng the month of Ram-
zaun, of tl-e year eight hundred and seven;® and the authority of St:ah
Rokh was immediately acknowledged by every chief throughout the

* March 1405, x
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three provinces of Khorassaun, Seiestaun, and Mazanderaun; the
coinage and public prayers being pronounced and circulated in his
name, with unanimous approbation, through each of those important
provinces. Thus confirmed in his quthority in that part of the empire
of his father, Shah Rokh, on whém the oriental writers henceforward
generally confer the title of Khagan-e-Sieid, the august Khdgan,
leaving Ameir Mizraub the son of Jaukou, or Tchaukou, together
with the Ameirs Hussun Souffy Terkhan and Alleikah Koukeltaush,
to take charge of Khorassaun during his absence, directed his course
towards the territory beyond the Oxus. At the station of Derrahzen-
gui, however, being met by Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally
Bahauder, with advices froin Samarkand announcing the accession of
Khaleil Sdltan, he determined, on consultation with his principal
officers, to send Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz, the son of Arghin
Shah, back to Herkt, for the purpose of putting the walls and towers
of that city in a state of defence; while Seyud Khaujah proceeded,
with a similar object in view, towards the ancient city of Touss, in
order to repair the fortifications of the castle; and these prudent
precautions dispatched, Shah Rokh continued his march for the Oxus.

Having encamped shortly afterwards near Lungur, the inausoleum,
or perhaps anchoring place, of the sheikhzadah Bayezzid, he was
unexpectedly joined by his nephew Mirza Stltan Hisseyne; who had
failed in his designs on Samarkand, and who now sought the protec-
tion of his uncle. On the banks of the Oxus, again, he was met by
Ameir Shah Melek from Bokhara, with intelligence tbat the princes
Oligh Beg and Ibrauhim Sultan were safely lodged in that city: and
muchabout the same crisis, by the agentof Khaleil Saltan himself, with
many protestations of duty and allegiance trom his master, declaring
that he had no other object in taking poscession of Samarkand, than
to retain the government as the lieutenant of his uncle. The sincerity
of these professions was so little doubted, that Shah Rokh returned
immediately towards llerat ; dispatching Shah Melek to bring away
the young princes his sons from Bokh&ra. On his arrival at Endek-
houd, he was destined to receive abundant proof, that the instability
of character, and propensity to change, of his kinsman Mirza Siltan
Hasseyne, was by no means altered ; that prince now forsaking his
VoL. III. 3R

A. H. 807.

A. D.1405,
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standard, and flying in quest of some fresh object of ambition. In the
mean time, the Ameirs at Bokhéra, obtaining intelligence that Kha-
leil Sdltan was approaching at the head of a large force from Samar-
kand, and thatx was already encamped on one of the intervening
rivers, at no very great distance from Bokhara, immediately quitted
that city in some degree of consternation; and crossing the Amiiah,
or lower Oxus, with the two young princes in charge, shortly after-
wards conducted them in safety to the camp of their father.

In these circumstances, Shah Rokh conceived it advisable to enter
into a negociation with Khaleil Siltan; and the discreet and loyal
Sheikh Nidr-ud-dein was accordingly dispatched, to propose a formal
accommodation with that prince. This, after considerable difficulty,
was, however, at last accomplished, through the perseveringdiligence,
and indefatigable zeal, of that able and warlike chief’; it being finally
settled that Khaleil Siltan should convey a moiety of the treasures
of his renowned grandsire, to his declared and acknowledged success-
or, Mirza Peir Mahommed, and remain satisfied with the sovereign
power which he had assumed over Transoxiana. Such, in substance,
appears to have been the nature of the stipulations to which Shah
Rokh, on his part, now readily acceded ; that monarch upon this con-
tinuing his march without further delay towards Herat. In the mean
time, while he was thus proceeding on his return, Ameir Saliman
Shah, who had been invested by his departed master with the govern-
ment of Feyrouzkouh, and the adjoining territory of Ristumdaur,
and who had recently fled in dismay from his government, at the ap-
proach of the troops of Meiran Shah, embraced the present opportu-
nity of claiming the protection of Shah Rokh: by whom he was left
to recover from the fatigues of his flight at Endekhoud and Sheber-
ghaun—the shah reaching his capital of Herat, on the twentieth of"
Zilkaudah, of the eight hundred and seventh of the hidjerah.®

When he withdrew himself from the protection of Shah Rokh,
Mirza Saltan Hisseyne had, it seems, proceeded immediately across
the Jeyhin, to join the party of Khaleil Sdltan; who admitted him,
without hesitation, among the most confidential adherents of his go-
vernment, and further employed him, in conjunction with several

¢ 26th of May 1405,
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other distinguished commanders, at the head of a divieion of his troops,
higher up on the river just mentioned. in order to watch the motions
of Mirza Peir Mahommed ; the latter prince having, by this time,
quitted Kabil, and established his.authority at Balkh. 1In this situ-
ation, yielding again to the suggestions of an ungovernable ambition,
over which the ties of gratitude and the sense ofobligation appear to
have but little influence, Mirza Saltan Hisseyne did not scruple to
put to death the Ameirs Temdr Khaujah the son of Auk Bouga, and
Khaujah Yissuf, two of the most distinguished officers associated in
his command, and, after bringing the other Ameirs to concur in his
views, to direct his march immediatcly for Samarkand. On the §th
of Mohuriem of the year eight hundred and eight,* he was, however,
met by Khaleil Saltan at the head of his army, in the neighborhood
of Kesh; where, in the battle which ensued, he was easily and inglo-
riously dcfeated, in consequence of the treachery, or defection, against
which he should have been prepared, of some of the chiefs who had
embraced hisparty. Henow fledtotheterritory of Endekhoud and She-
berghaun, where he experienced a friendly reception from Ameir Sii-
liman Shah; but being unexpectedly attacked, some time afterwards,
by Mirza Peir Mahommed from Balkh, he was compelled, together
with his fiiend, to fly to Herat,and once more to claim the protection
of Shah Rokh. 'This terminated the career of Mirza Sialtan Hasseyne,
who was shortly afterwards put to death by crder of his kinsman;
AmeirStliman Shah having been previously sent off to Touss, through
some considerations of state policy. But, whatever these considera-
tions might have been, Ameir Saliman was nosooner apprized of the
death of Mirza Siltan Hdasseyne, than openly proceeding to hostilities,
he threw himself into the strong fortress of Kulaut; where he prepared
to defend himself against the authority of his protector. Shah Rokh,
however, hastened without delay to defeat the designs of the revolter;
who no sooner discovered that the offended monarch was encamped
in his neighborhood, than abandoning his impregnable position, he
fled with all his might towards Samarkand. Shah Rokh then return-
ed in triumph to Herdt; from whence the young Mirza Oligh Beg,
accompanied by the experienced Shah Melek, was now dispatched

¢ 5th July 1408,
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to take charge of the government of Endekhoud and Sheberghaun, his
royal parent proceeding shortly afterwards himselt to pass the spring
season at the summer quarters of Baudgheiss.

During the period in which Oligh Beg and his preceptor Shah
Melek were thus employed in conducting the government of Endek-
houd, an agent was dispatched by Mirza Peir Mahommed, to request
that Shah Melek might be permitted to repair to Balkh ; in order to
hold a conference with him, on a subject of material importance to the
interests of the parties concerned. In compliance with this request,
Shah Melek proceeded immediately to that ancient capital; where an
arrangement was concerted, without mucl. difficulty, for an attack
upon the dominions of Khaleil Stltan: and the young Mirza having
been easily led to concur in the design, the whole force of the two
governments, in this quarter, proceeded shortly afterwards across the
Oxus. Khaleil Sdltan, on his side, was not on this ocecasion deficrent
in promptitude to oppose the invaders, whom, in an action which took
place not far from the station of Nessef, he entirely defeated; Mi:za
Olagh Beg, and his preceptor, being compelled to recross the Oxus
with disgrace, and Peir Mahommed in no verv agrceable plizht to
return to Balkh. As soon as intelligence of this unlooked for dis-
comfiture was conveyed to Shah Rokh, he hastened at the head c1 lus
troops towards the Oxus, in order to repair the (isgrace; and being
met on his march by Oligh Beg and his associate. received from them
a circumstantial report of the unfortunate issue ot their exped.ton.
Not long afterwards, an envoy fromn Khaleil Sdltan also presented
himself, and stated in behalf of his master, that since Mirza Peir Ma-
hommed had crossed the Oxus, and carried hostilities into the tern-
tory subject to his authority, he conceived that he had no otheralter-
native than to employ the means in his power to repel the aggression.
For the residue, that ke was still disposed to abide by the stipulatious
of the treaty recently concluded with Shah Rokh. Te these apolo-
gies and explanations the Shah found it most convenient to lend an
indulgent ear, and from the station of Aylaur, returned again towards
Herat,

In the mean time, offended by the imperious and haughty demean.
out of some of the Ameirs of the court of Shah Rokb, the veteran Shah
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Melek suddenly withdrew to Balkh; and soon afterwards, without
the slightest apparent cause, Seyud Khaujah the son of Sheikh Ally
Bahauder, who had received the dignity of Ameir-ul-oomra, at the
hour of evening prayer, on the 1st day-of Zilhudje of the eight hundred
and eighth of the hidjerah,* abruptly quitted his residence in the
neighborhood of Hert, and proceeded in the direction of Jaum, ac-
companied by several misguided persons, whom he had prevailed
upon to concur in his selfish views of independent ambition. Being,
however, the very same night closely pursued by Shah Rokh in per-
son, the insurgents were overtaken in the forenoon of the following
day ; and becoming terrified by the immediate presence of the mon-
arch, threw themselves without hesitation upon his mercy. After
condescending to pardon this offence against his authority, Shah
Rokh returned towards Herkt, accompanied by Seyud Khaujah and
nis followers; but on reaching the Pill-e-salaur, a bridge, oraqueduct
in the neighborbood, the Shah, conceiving that he might now venture
to proceed into the ety leaving the malcontents without, Seyud
I baujah uvatled himselt, without compunction, of the opportunity
tirus otlered to evince the unabated hostility of his designs; and im-
mediately withdrawing towards Touss, proceeded from thence shortly
afterwards to Kilant, of which important tortress he appears, by some
wmeans or other, to tLave obtained possession.

On the twenty third of Zilhudje,¥ Shah Rokh proceeded from
Ilerat, 1n quest ot his rebellious vassal ; whom, on his arrival at
Muash-hed, he found to have abandoned Kilaut, retiring from thence
towards Asterabad. Thither also Shah Rokh now bent his course
in pursuit of him. At Ghuzzelniauje of Jennoushaun, or, more pro-
bablv perhaps, Khaboushaun, he was joined rather unexpectedly by
Ameir Shah Melek from Balkh, whom, notwithstanding his recent dis-
contents, he received with distinguished kindness. Prosecuting his
march to Semelgaun, Shah Rokh here halted for some days; and at
this place he was joined by his nephew Omar, the son of Meiran
Shah, who also experienced from him the most generous and hospit-
able reception.

In order to account for the appearance of shahzddah Omar, wheo

* 19th May 1406, 1 10th of June,
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was the second son of Meiran Shah, on this occasion, the narrative
must again revert to the period of the death of Teymiir; in conse-
quence of which event, this prince also conceived it not beyond his
‘pretensions to aspire to the sovereign dignity, in opposition to the
superior claims of his father, and elder brother Aba Bukker, both then
residing at Baghdad: although he might have urged the most plausible
grounds for his pretensions, in the recent nomination by his departed
grandsire, particularly, to the government of Azerbiijaun. But, how-
ever he might have been impelled, the coinage was immediately
struck, the public prayers were pronouuced, and all the other func-
tions of royalty conducted in his npame, thronghout the wkole of that
interesting and powerful province. At this conjuncture also, for it
would seem that the unquiet and turbulent spirits, hitherto kept in
subjection by the master mind of Teymér, were 1n all quarters turned
loose upon the world immediately on the demise of that great con-
queror, Ameir Jahaun Shah the son of Tchaukou, led astray by the
counsels of ambition, boldly opposed the authority of Mirza Omar,
in behalf of himself; and having put many of the priucipal officers of
his court to death, proceeded on the morning of the twenty second
of Ramzaun, of the year eight hundred and seven,® to attack the head
quarters of the shahziddah himself. Mirza Omar standing, however,
resolutely on his defence, and opposing his household born slaves and
domestics to the exertions of the assailants, until gradually supported
by the rest of his troops, at last succeeded in repelling this unlooked
for violence, Ameir Jahaun Shah saving himself for the moment by
a precipitate retreat; but being closely pursued by Omar Tiban, on
the part of the shahzidah, the unfurtunate Ameir was overtaken in
the course of the same day, and iinmediately put to death, although,
as it is alleged, without the concurrenc: of the Shahzidah.

Much about the same time, Mirza Aba Bukker, conceiving a de-

_‘sire to pass the summer at Hamadaun, had dispatched an agent from

Baghdid, to request the permission of Mirza Omar for that purpose.

The latter sent to inform him in reply, that it was his anxious wish

that his kind brother would without further delay or ceremony repair

to visit him; in order that they might in conjunction adopt such mea-
® 220d Murch 1406,
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sures as were best calculated to promote and secure the general wel-
fare of the country. Deceived by these professions, Aba Bukker
attended by about two hundred horse, imprudently proceeded to the
court of his brother ; by whom hewas immediately seized, and his per-
son confined to the castle of Kehlfah, one of the strongest places in Itak
Ajem. The imprisonment of his eldest son was no sooner made
known to Meiran Shah, than, in order to favor his escape, he resolved
on marching towards the frontiers of Khorassaun. In the mean time,
not long after the perfidious seizure of his brother, Mirza Omar had
engaged in hostilities with Ameir Sheikh Ibrauhim, prince of Shir.
vaun, and was now encamped on the banks of the Kirr; the Shirvan-
ian having taken post at the head of his troops on the opposite side of
the same river. After a few day’s confinement, during which, ac-
cording to the author of the Rouzut-us-suffi, he defeated an attempt
to destroy him, by putting to death the two assassins employed for
that purpose by his brother, Mirza Aba Bukker, however, contrived
to gain over his guards, together with the governor of the castle ; and
having thus efficted his deliverance proceeded without delay to join
his father, at this period arrived at Kalpoush in the territory of Ma-
zanderaun. The father and son then returned together, and shortly
afterwards made themselves masters of the citadel of Saltauniah,
together with the family, and much of the property, of Mirza Omar
and his followers.

As soon as the capture of Stltauniah became known in the camp of
Mirza Omar, the greater part of the troops of that prince, whose for-
tune was already in the wane, immediately forsook him, and went
over to Meiran Shah ; leaving their former master to conclude a hasty
accommodation with the prince of Shirvaun. Aba Bukker now
caused his father to be publicly seated on the throne of Azerbaijaun
and Irik; although, in the sequel, he assumed to himself all the func-
tions of the royal authority, including the honors even of the Khotbah
and Sikkah, which might without any great inconvenience have been
dispensed with, in favor of a very indulgent parent. After this Aba
Bukker proceeded ugainst Tebreiz, which was abandoned at his
approach by Shahzidah Omar, who now sought an asylum with
his kinsmen the sons of Qmar Sheikh ; but hostilities ensuing shortly
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afterwards Letween the brothers, he took the final resolution of with~
drawing into Khorassaun : and it was in pursuance of this resolution
that he joined Shah Rokh at the summer-station of Semelgaun, in
the manner just related.

Not long after he had thus given his protection to Mirza Qmar,
Shah Rokh resumed his march towards Asterabad. At the station
of Seiahbeliei,* or the black mischief, not far from that place, he
found himself opposed by a very numerous and formidable army,
under the malcontent Seyud Khaujah, aided by Peir Padshah, who
had been for years maintained in the government of Mazanderaun,
by the friendship of Teymnar. A severe action immediately ensued,
in which, however, Shah Rokh was finally victorious; Pcir PPadshah
flying into Khaurezm, and Seyud Khaujah in the utmost distress
towards the territory of Shirauz. In consequence of this victory the
whole of Mazanderaun, together with the districts of Saury and Ha-
zaurjereib, submitted to the authority of Shah Rokh, without further
exertion. The government of the province was then conferred upon
Mirza Omar, the son of Meiran Shah; after which Shah Rokh return-
ed towards Herat, where he arrived on the 4th of the former Jum-
maudy, of the eight hundred and ninth of the hidjcrali.t

During the month of Ramzaun of the same year, and on the 4th
day of that month.% according to the statement of the Rouzut-us-
suffa, Mirza Peir Mahommed, the son of Jahangueir, was basely as-
sassinated by Peir Ally Tauz, a man whom he had raised from ob-
scurity to the highest dignities under his government. An account
of this nefarious transaction was brought to lerit by Mirza Seyud
Ahmed Meirck, one of the sons of Owmar Sheik, who resided at this
period at Sheberghaun ; and Shah Rokh, after exhibiting the most
unaffected marks of regret and indignation, delayed nnt to dispatch
a sufficient force under the Ameirs Mizraub, Hussun Souffy Terkhan
and Noushirvaun, towards Balkh, to avenge the death of Lis murder-
ed kinsman. But, at the moment he was about to follow in persun
to prosccute this object of his just vengeance, he received unexpect-
ed intellizence that Mirza Omar, the man whom he had so recently

* According to the Rouzut-us-suffa, it is Sepabbelaud, but it is not material which,
4+ 16th of October 1406, 1 11th of February 1407,
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and generously established in the government of Mazanderaun, had
passed the Glrgan river, and was advancing with rapid strides to
invade the province of Khorassaun. His attention was therefore, in
the first instance, necessarily required to repel this unprovoked and
ungrateful aggression, and he accordingly hastened to meet the inva-
der; whom, on the 9th day of the month of Zilkaudah,* he attacked
and finally defeated, in the neighborhood of the town of Yezddiah.
Mirza Omar, although his troops were in other respects totally disper-
sed, however, with a few followers, effected his escape from the ficld
of battle; but not many days afterwards, on the banks of the Mur-
ghaub, he was intercepted, and taken, after receiving a wound in the
head, by some of the retainers ot Ameir Mizraub; by whom he was
conveyed in bonds immediately to the army of Shah Rokh, then on his
return towards Ilerit. Regarding the fate of his misguided kinsman
with compassion, Shah Rokh sent him on before towards the capital;
but on reaching the Tenghouz-rebaut, a caravanserai in the neighbor-
hood, the unfortunate prince expired of his wound; and his remains
were committed to the grave close by the mausoleum of Imaum Fakh-
cr-ud-dein Rauzy, on the twenticth of the same month of Zilkau-
dah.t Shah Rokh re-entered his capital, on this occasion, in the
beginning of Zilhudje.

Towards the middle of the same month, Shah Rokh repaired to the
summer quarters of Baudgheiss; but, on the nineteenth of Mohurrem
of the eight hundred and tenth of the hidjerah,§ resuming his designs
against the traitor Peir Ally Tauz, he once more put his troops in
motion for Balkh. At the station of Khaujah-doukah, intelligence
reached him that Peir Ally had taken to flight; in consequence of
which be dctached Ameir Seyud Meirek, immediately, in pursuit of
the assassin, and advanced without further delav to Balkh. On
reaching that ancient capital, the first object of Shah Rokh was to
put the adjoining tortress of Hindwaun in a state of repair; after which,
appointing the Ameirs Midzraub and Towukkel Berlas,afresh, to pro-
secute the operations on foot against Peir Ally Tauz, and his party,
and placing the government in the hands of Mirza Keydau, the eldest

* 15th of April, 1407, + 28th of April, { Begiuning of May.
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son of the departed Peir Mahommed, he again returned into Kho-

rassaun, and reached his capital on the 11th of the latter Rebbeia.®
In the mean time, the chiefs employed to crush the designs of Peir

Ally Tauz, shortly afterwards, came up with and defeated the party of

“the traitor; afterwhich they appear to have returned to Balkh. Having

re-assembled his scattered force, the rebel now ventured at its head
to direct his course towards the same city; but conceived it prudent
to retire again, immediately on the approach of Mirza Keydou with
the troops of his government. In these circumstances, entering into
a consultation together, the followers of Peir Ally came to a resolu-

‘tion that so long as they submitted to bie governed by this ungrateful

traitor, and to support him in his rash designs against the scveral
branches of the imperial family, they had nothing to look for but an
endless succession of fatiguing marches, distress, and hardship; and
they proceeded without further ceremony, to strike off his head, which
they immediately transmitted to the court of Shah Rokh—thus at
once relieving a considerable portion of mankind from the grievous
train of oppressions, to which they had for some time been exposcd.

Previous to the conclusion cfthe year, the presence of Shah Rokh
was again required in Mazanderaun, in order to oppose the designs of
Peir Padshah; whohadinvaded that country withabody of troops,whom
he had raised in Khaurezm for the purpose of reinstating himselt in
his government. Proceeding by the route of Beshertou, or Mesher-
tou, Jaum, Mish-hed, Raudegaun, Jourjan, and Khoujah Kamber,
Shah Rokh received intelligence at the latter place, that Peir Pad-
shah, on the mere report of his approach, had raised the siege of As-
terabad, and retired with precipitation towards Rastumdaur. In
consequence of this, the Shah encamped shortly afterwards in the
neighborhood of Asterabad, and appears to have restored his authority
throughout the province without further difficulty. The government
of Mazanderaun was now conferred upon Oligh Beg, in addition to

‘certain districts in Khorassaun alrcady under his management; and

these arrangements dispatched, Shah Rokh proceeded on his return
to Herat, where he arrived on the ninth of Zilkaudah, of the ycar
eight hundred and ten.t

* 14th of September. + 5th of April 1408.
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The shah was, however, now assailed in his authority, by a formid-
able combination among his own nobles; at the head of which appeared
the Ameir Jahaun Melek, the associate of his earliest years, and
whom, on the defection of Seyud [ghaujah, he had advanced to the
highest dignities of his government. To him were joined Ameir
Hussun Jandaur, and his son Yassuf Khaleil, together with Saadet
the son of Teymir Taush, and many more of the same class; one of
their alleged grievances being a moderate contribution levied upon
their stipends, for the service of the state, by Gheyauth-ud-dein Sa«
laur the Semnaunian, who held the office of minister of finance,
Happily, this rebellion was soon suppressed, and its authors brought
to the punishment they deserved ; but not before they had been defeat-
ed in a conflict near Herat, in which Ameir Miazraub, one of Shah
Rokh’s principal generals, was severely wounded.

It will be in the recollection of the reader, that when Teymitr had
succeeded in extending his conquests over the Asiatic part of the
dominiouns of the house of Othman, Siltan Ahmed of Baghdad, and
Kara Yossuf the Tirkomaun, both fled for protection to the court of
Melck Faredje Saltan of Egypt; and that, at a subsequent period,
the latter wrote to the conqueror to intimate that the fugitives were
at his disposal. To this, as hath been already stated, Teymir replied,
that if the Egvptian was sincere in his professions of amity, he would
immediately dispatch Saltan Ahmed in irons to his presence; but
with regard to the Turkomaun, from some change of circumstances
unexplained, that he might set him at large whenever he thought it
convenient. On this, the two royal fugitives were both imprisoned
in two separatc towers of the castle of Cairo; in which having,
nevertheles, contrived to open a correspondence together, after deplo-
ring their former animosities, to which alone they ascribed the cruel
reverses to which they had been exposed, they entered into mutual
engagements, provided it was their good fortune to escape the present
danger, to maintain ever afterwards an intercourse of the strictest
friendship ; and it was, at the same time, expressly stipulated that
Baghdad, with all its dependencies, should belong to Sdiltan Ahmed,
and Tebreiz to the Tarkomaun. The death of Teymir was, however,
1o sooner announced in Egypt, than the behavior of Melek Faredje,
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towards the illustrious exiles became totally changed, and he proceed-
ed to treat them with the most liberal proofs of kindness and hospi-
itality. In this, it is further alleged, that he was not without a more
‘selfish motive, expecting to derive from their counsels considerable
assistance in suppressing the spirit of disaffection, and discontent,
which had about this time made its appearance among the subjects
of his government. Nevertheless, observing that the Tidrkomauns
hastened, in great numbers, to join the standard of their chief, as soon
as he appeared at large, Melek Faredje became shortly afterwards
alarmed, lest Kira Yassuf might ultimately be impelled to conspite
against the authority of his benefactor. This jealousy was soon dis-
covered by the wary Turkomaun, and he one day suddenly quitted
the territory of the Nile, without giving his protector any intelligence
of his design; and having succeeded in cutting his way, at the head
of his countrymen, through the Syrian frontier, and making good his
retreat through the province of Irdk Arab, he finally took possession
without difficulty of the whole province of Diaurbekir.

Finding that the violent departure of his associate had exposed
him to similar suspicions on the part of the Egyptian, Saltan Alimed,
not long afterwards, also contrived, in the disguise of a dervaish, to
effect his escape from Cairo; and, after experiencing considerable
hardship, finally reached Hellah on the Euphrates in perfect safety.
At that place, he was soen joined by a sufficient number of the
turbulent and licentious inhabitantsof the neighboring districts; which
produced so great an alarm in the metropolis of Baghdad, that Doulut

Khoujah Aynauk, who at this period held the government under the
authority of Mirza Omar the son of Meiran Shah, immediately aban-

doned the place in consternation, and withdrew into Azerbijaun.
Seven days afterwards, Saltan Abmed entered the city with a few
followers, and once more re-established his authority over Arabian
Iiak. From thence, towards the close of the eight hundred and eighth
of the hidjerah,* while Mirza Aba Bukker the son of Meiran Shah,
after the expulsion of his brother, was employed in besieging Isfahaun,
and Sheikh lbrauhim of Shirvaun had taken possession of [ebreiz,
Séltan Abmed proceeded immediately into Azerbaijaun; and in the
¢ Spring of 1406.
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latter part of Mohurrem of the following year,* he entered the metro-
polis of Tebreiz without resistance, the prince of Shirvaun having
abandoned the place on his approach. Devoting himself, however,
as is here alleged, to indulgences, and debaucheries, utterly incon-
sistent with his age and dignity ; and Mirza Aba Bukker, after the
reduction of Isfahaun, returning with rapid steps to repossess himself
of the capital of his government, the Siltan gave way to an impression
of terror, and again withdrew with precipitation towards Baghdéd.
Mirza Aba Bukker appears to have re-entered Tebreiz, on this occa.
sion, on the eighth of the former Rebbeia, of the year just mentioned;t}
and finding that the city had been nearly depopulated, through the
ruinous violence of contending chiefs, he prudently determined, by the
revival of a system of moderation and justice, to encourage the return
of the dispersed and persecuted inhabitants.

Atasubsequent period, when these flattering prospects of the re-es-
tablishment of a just and prudent government, had in some measure
replacedthecapital in a state of prosperity, the province of Azerb4ijaun
was afresh invaded by the warlike and enterprising Kara Yissuf; of
whose proceedings on the occasion, we cannot, in this place, omit to
avail ourselves of the detail furnished in the more ample relation of the
Rouzut. us-suffa.

When, towards the conclusion of the eight hundred and tenth of the
hidjerah,t Mirza Aba Bukker had been defeated. in several sangui-
nary conflicts on the banks of the river Araxes, by the warlike Tdrk-
omaun, the vanquished prince finally fled to Sdltauniah, which
remained in possession of the agents of his authority ; and here, by
collecting together the troops from Hamadaun, Derglizein, Kazvein,
and other neighboring districts, he, in a short time, succeeded in
recruiting his army to a state, in point of number and equipment, as
powerful and effective as ever. Finding, moreover, that Norouz and
Abdurrathman, two chiefs of the Jauny Garbauny tribe, with five
thousand followers, who had withdrawn through some discontent or
other from the service of his brother Khaleil Siltan, in Transoxiana,

® July 1400. + 22nd of August 1406,
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were about this crisis arrived in the territory of Irdk Ajem, Aba
Bukker immediately opened a negociation with these chiefs; and
ultimately engaged them, as soon as the season for action should
return, to join him in the design of repelling the Tarkomauns from
their usurpations in Azerbdijaun. Early the ensuing spring, accor-
dingly, Aba Bukker, accompanied by his father Meiran Shah, at the
head of a pumerous and formidable army proceeded towards Tebreiz,
and soon afterwards encamped at Meraughah.

Kara Yassuf, on the other hand, as soon as he became apprized of
the march of the Tcheghatayan princes, hastened to assemble in his
presence the nobles of Azerbéijaun, wlo attached themselves to his
authority ; and declared to them, with affected humility, that a Tar-
komaun by habit and inclination, he was perfectly satisfied with
Allataug, or Allahtauk, for his summer, and the rich vallies of Di-
aurbekir, for his winter quarters, without aspiring to the pomp of
sovereign power which was entirely foreign to his pursuits. Then,
to sound their intentions with respect to Aba Bukker, he proceeded
to observe, that as the grandson of Teymir, it was but reasonable to
conclude that the ties of gratitude, and the recallection of past bene-
fits, received from him and from his family, should yet retain a pow-
erful influence over their minds in his favor. If therefore, they found
themselves in any way disposed to concur in the designs of that
young prince, it could not in any shape excite surprise, neither should
he conceive theslightest offence at such a circumstance. They were,
it was sufficiently obvious, all connected either by the ties of friend-
ship, or consanguinity; and he had no hesitation in recommending
that they should immediately proceed to join the prince. For his
own part, that he was perfectly reconciled, and should return without
the slightest repugnance to that condition, from which he had been
originally withdrawu more by a concurrence of events than by any
inchuoation of his own.

With uuited voice, the Ameirs of Irik, and Azerbéijaun, loudly
remonstrated against this mode of reasoning ; protesting that while
they had life n. thing should induce them to separate from the Tir-
komaun chief. And, as the last proof of their sincerity, they now
offered to combat in the very foremost ranks in support of his autho-
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rity., With respect to what had been alleged regarding the claims A. 1. 810,
which Mirza Aba Bukker and his brother possessed upon their gra- A.D-1108.
titude, they acknowledged that he had most truly spoken ; but that ko::;:w
this same Mirza Aba Bukker had expelled his own brother Omar from
the government in which, with every circumstance that ought to
have given it permanence, he had heen established by the choice of
his august grandsire. That he had, moreover, cancelled every obli-
gation on their part, by cutting off the prime nobility of the country,
and by bestowing the most illustrious and honorable of their women,
on the very dregs of the people. From him, therefore, they had
nothing to expect but the very worst species of violence and injus.-
tice. Neither could they omit to state, that the men whom he had
selected for the highest and most important offices of his govern-
ment, were such as they had never been accustomed to hold in the
smallest esteem; being equally unskilled in the art of war, and in the
most ordinary maxims of domestic policy. And, in conformity with
the opinions thus freely expressed, the nobles of Irak, including
Ameir Bostauin, and his brothers Maussoum and Munsér, together
with Juilaul-ud-dein and his brother Yadgaur Shah, Jauleik, Allei-
kah, and Peir Ally the head of the tribe of Seldiz, and many others
assembled on this occasion, now proceeded to ratify their engagement,
of strict and inviolable union with the Tdrkomaun chief, under the
most solemn oaths; and Kira Yassuf, rejoiced to the last degree at
these assurances, no longer delayed his preparations for battle ; and
encamping shortly afterwards at the station of Shumb-e.Ghazan, he
was there successively joined by numerous bodies of armed men
from all quarters.

On the twenty-sixth of Zilkaudah, then, of the eight hundred and
tenth of the hidjerah,® the hostile squadrons having approached to
a convenient distance for battle, Kara Ydssuf on his part, from a
belief that Aba Bukker with the best of his troops, would attempt to
force the centre of his army, declined his proper station ; and took
post with another division, prepared to convey support, should the
designs of the Mirza prove to be such as had been foreseen. The
views of Aba Bukker were, however, not directed towards the centre,

* 220d of April 1408,
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A H.810. but upon the right wing of his adwersary, under the command of
A.D. 1408, Teizek, the Jullaul-ud-dein abovementioned probably, and his bro-
Rouzut-us-
sufa, ther Yadgaur Shah; whom, at the head of a chosen bedy of.cavalry,
he accordingly attacked with his usual gallantry and impetuosity.
The attack was sustained at first with equal courage and firmness,
and with considerable mutual slaughter; until, compelled at last to
give way, Teizek fled in confusion from the field of battle, eagerly
pursued by Aba Bukker; and, being soon overtaken, his head was
immediately struck off, and presented to that prince, by his soldiers,
attached to the point of a lance. But while Aba Bukker was thus
incautiously engaged in a distant pursuit, Bostaum and the other
Ameirs, who commanded in the left wing of Kira Yussuf’s troops,
availed themselves of his absence to attack the opposite wing of their
adversaries; which, either through the cowardice or misconduct of
the officers in command, instantly gave way ; and the troops of tle
Jauny Gorbauny tribe, perceiving these proofs of weakness or treason,
which seemed to prevail through the army, embraced the first con-
venient opening to withdraw from the field.

Thus abridged of both its wings, the centre of Aba Bukker’s troops
was exposed, without support, to the attack of a formidable body of
Tarkomauns, who immediately advanced to assail it. Baba Uadjy
made, however for some time, a brave resistance, at the head of the
vanguard; but finding himself hard pressed by superior numbers, and
no movement from the main body to sustain him, he was at last
compelled, though reluctantly, to retire upon the centre. In the mean
time, the Ameirs of liak 1n the cause of Kira Yussuf, having dis-
persed every thing in their tront, now appeared in the rearof Aba
Bukker’s centre, where Meiran Shab commanded in person. The
whole was immediately thrown into irretrievable confusion, and the
troops dispersed in the utmost disorder and consternation. In these
appalling circumstances, a slave belonging to Ameir Moussa, an
officer in the service of the Tirkomaun chief, singled out the person
of Mciran Shah; and having severely wounded, and dismounted him
from his horse, proceeded to strip him. of his robes and armour.
After which, conceiving that the wound he had inflicted must in all
likelihood prove mortal, he, without further consideration than that.
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of putting a period to his sufferings, sfruck off the head of that un- A. H.a70.
fortunate prince, and left the body, thus naked on the field, still ignor- A_M 1408.
ant of the rank and importance of his illustrious victim. The women “",“u",;;{_'“"
belonging to the haram of Mirza Abg Bukker fell into the hands of

the Tarkomaun troops, and being conducted to the presence of Kéra

Yissuf, they were by him treated with the most scrupulous deco-

rum, and immediately lodged among the ladies of his own family.

The slave whe presented the head of the slaughtered Meiran Shah,

to the Tirkoman chief, was instantly put to death by his orders ; and

the head and bodyv both decently buried, with the usual ceremonies,

at Sirkhaub. The bones of this unfortunate prince were, however,

at a subsequent period taken up, by a person of the name of Shums

Ghoury, and conveyed to the territory bevond the Oxus; where they

were deposited in the Mausoleum of the family at Kesh.

About three hours after the defeat and dispersion of the right wing
and centre of hisarmy, Mirza Aba Bukker, with about three hundred
of his followers, returned from his improvident pursuit of Teizek to
the field of battle, and perceiving not a living vestige of those whom
he had so recently leftin all the pomp and pride of martial array, neces-
sarily directed his course in quest of them; the Tarkomaun, with
singular forbearance, giving orders that not a man should stir in pur-
suit of him. In truth, the conquerors had possessed themselves of a
prodigious booty, among the articles of which we find particularized,
one thousand skins of sables, which they iznorantly sold at a price i1
finitely below the value. All the prisoners who fell into the hands of
the Tarkomauns were, at the same time, set at large, with sufficient
means for their support; and Kira Y dssuf himself, while he nobly ab-
stained from appropriating any thing to his own use, gave to every
one of his followers the hope of further bounty. The materials of
royalty having, however, thus accumulated in the hands of the Tark-
omauns, to a magnitude heyond all ordinary calculation, their chief
resolved at last, with the power, to assume the name and dignity of a
great king ; and with these designs, K&ra Yassuf and his victorious
squadrons directed their march for the summer quarters of Allahtauk:
Ameir Bostaum, in consequence of his distinguished exertions in the
YOL. 111, ST
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late battle, being advanced to the most exalted honors under the au-.
thority of his patron.

On his arrival at Allahtauk, the warlike Tdrkomaun proceeded to
deliberate further with his followers, on the expediency of assuming
the honors of the mosque and mint, [Khotbah and sikkah,] being
himself disposed to raise his son, Peir Bedauk, to the throne; from
which, it is aleged, that he was only prevented by an unwillingness
to give offence both at home and abroad. This mode of reasoning
does not, however, come exactly home to our comprehension: since
we should rather conclude, that the assumption of the royal authority
in the person of his son, was less calculated to excite jealousy, than
immediately in himself. In the mean time, he dispatched, to the dif-
ferent neighboring powers, messengers conveying, together with intel-
ligence of his victory, some of the most beautiful articles from among
the valuable booty taken in the camp of Aba Bukker. To Sdltan
Ahmed at Baghdad, he thought fit, however, on this occasion, to send
a person in his most intimate confidence, accompanied by a separata
messenger from his son, each charged with letters and suitable pre-
sents tor that monarch. The agents of both father and son, were
received with distinguished honors on their arrival at Baghdad; and
after a reasonable interval, dismissed, loaded with favors, and bearing
an adequate return of presents, for their respective lords; the messen-
gerof Peir Bedauk being charged, in particular, with aroyal umbrella,
and other emblems of sovereign power, together with a letter con-
ceived in terms of peculiar kinduness and affection ; the Siltan address.
ing him afresh by the endearing appellation of *“ Son,” having long
since adopted him in that relation, at the period when he entered into
his engagements with the Tarkomaun, during their imprisonment in
the c.stle of Kaherah.

These indications of paternal solicitude from the Siltan of Baghdad,
in behalf of his son, were received with undisguised satisfaction on
the part of Kira Y dssuf; and the secretaries of his government were
immediatelv instructed to address all ordinances, and letters patent,
and official papers under the royal authority, in the following tform:
“ Peir Bedauk Khaun Bahauder Ferleigheid; Eben Abd Nasser
Yussuf Bahauder, souz-o-meiz.”” Of the words in italics, we do not
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pretend to give the precisesignification. Yerleigh is, however, aterm :-III)- ?ig&
well known to signify, a mandate; but of the termination with which Rm
it is accompanied, and standing in the order in which it here appears, suffa.
it is not easy to speak decisively. Had it been placed last in the
sentence, it would have clearly implied ¢ you are required.” With
respect to the phiase, Souz-o-meiz, we must labour under equal
uncertainty ; but in Richardson, Souz-o-sauze, a word of similar
sound and construction, is made to signify, ¢ inflamed with passion,
love, &c.” Does the warlike Torkomaun mean to designate himself
the ¢ conflagrator and disturber ?” However this may have been,
on the first occasion that brought the son to the presence of his father,
the latter took him by the hand, and seated him immediately on the
throne, placing himself on his knees directly at the foot, as prime
minister under the authority of hisson. At the same time, all those
in the service of Kara Y dssuf, who possessed either father or brother,
were immediately enrolled among the stipendiaries of Peir Bedauk
Khaun ; and wherever there remained a district not already assigned
in fee, by the letters patent of the father, the same was now formally
tranferred to the exchequer of the scn. And it is but justice
to observe, continues our author, that this same Peir Bedauk was not
less distinguished for the elegance of his person, than for the amiable
and benevolent qualities of his mind; and to acknowledge, that for
the short period during which he remained to inhabit this frail ten-
ement of earth, so far from exerting himself to the injury of any hu-
man being, his whole life was devoted to acts of clemency towards
his fellow creatures, to a scrupulous forbearance to aggravate towards
others, and to exhibit in himself an example of patient endurance
under, the evils of human destiny. Ifsuch indeed were the character
of this prince, it is not surprising that the report of his accession to
power should have diffused universal satifaction ; and he according-
ly received numerous deputations from the neighboring states to
felicitate him on the occasion ; and, in particular, from the princes of
Guilan, Mazanderaun, the RAily of Georgia, the different independ-
ent chiefs of Kirdestaun, and the rulers of Hussun-Keyfa, and Mar-
dein. KAra Yassuf, however, undertook, by a particular communi-
cation from himself, to announce to Siltan Ahmed of Baghdd, that
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in consequence of his recent acknowledgment of the adoption of Peir
Bedauk, and his transmission of the umbrella and other insignia of
sovereign power, he had not hesitated, in conformity with such ma-
nifest indications of his pleasure, to place his adopted son on the
throne of Azerbaijaun; while he should continue on his part, as
formerly, to conduct the affairs of the army, the general administration
of the government, and to oppose on all sides the hostile attempts of
their enemies, wherever occasion should requirc it.  But, without
enlarging further on the subject, it would appear that through the
exertions of Ameir Bostaum in particular, and of the other native
chiefs of the province, for the Tdrkomuauns honestly disclaimed all
knowledge of that branch of the art of war, which relates to the re-
duction of fortified places, Kara Y dssuf, by rhe capture of Saltauniuh,
Derghiizein, and Hamadaun, not long afterwards extended his con-
quest over the whole of Irik Ajem.

In the mean time, having abandoned the country altogether, Mirza
Aba Bukker made the best of his way, through Yezd, into the province
of Kermaun; on his approach towards the capital of which, Sul!tan
Awciss the son of Eydekou Berlas, the governor, conceved 1t his
duty to meet the illustrious fugitive at a considerable distance, and
to conduct him with every circumstance of respect into the city ot
the same name. No distant period was, howc ¢ | suffered w0 elapse
before Aba Bukker began to harbour designs aga.ast the government;
but Sdltan Aweiss, at the very same crisis, having concerted a plan
to seize the person of his guest, proceeded late oue evening to carry
it into execution, by entirely surrounding the palace which had been
assigned for his residence ; where he compelled lum on the spot to
subscribe 1o «n engagement, by which he pledged himself to quit the
province immddiately, without producing any further disturbance—
provided the people of Kermaun abstained from offering any personal
violince to himselt or his tollowers. Aba Bukker was accordingly
permitted to withdraw into the adjoining province of Seiestaun;
Where he succeeded in coutracting a very close and intimate friend-
ship with Shah Katb-ud-dein, the ruler of the province. Unfortu-
nately for the latter, this circumstance did not escape the attention
of Shah Rokh, who immediately marched his troops against Ferah ;
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and, in a short time, became master of the whole of Seiestaun, in
addition to the exteusive territory already under his authority. Up-
on this, the unfortunate Aba Bukker was again persuaded to enter
Kermaun ; where, after sustaining repeated conflicts with Sdltan
Aweiss, he was at last killed in a battle with that chieftain] in the
neighborhood of the town of Jireft, towards the latter part of the
wonth of Rudjub, of the eight hundred and eleventh of the hid-
Jf'r'dh."

At the period f Teymir’s death, it becomes now further neces-
sary to recollect that Mirza Peir Mlahommed the son of Omar Sheikh,
held the government of Shiranz.and his brothers Rastum and Eskun-
de-, those of Istahaun and Hamadaun respectively. Onun intelligence
cf the closc of hiy crandtather’s eventful career, however, Peir Ma-
hommed, iufluenced by the circumstance of his mother Melket Agha
havine beceme one of the wives of Shah Rokh, resolved with the
ade:' oi lus council, to pronounce the Khotbah, and regulate the
mint.io the name of that monarch;immediately dispatching into Kho-
rassaun to acquaint him, that both he and his brothers had equally
Louud themselves to be obedient to his authority. Shah Rokh, on his
part, received the communication with reasonable complacency, and
wsmissed the messengers with abundant proots of his bounty. Subse-
quent to dus, when it was announced that Omar the son of Meiran
Stiah had put Ameir Jahaun Shah to death, and imprisoned his bro-
thor Aba Bekker, us already related, Mirza Eskunder, at Hamadaun,
became alarmed lest these measures of violence should be at last
extended to hunselr'; and he accordingly withdrew trom Hamadaun,
to tuke the protection of his brother at Shirauz, who received him
with traternal Kinduess, and conterred upon him the government of
Yezd. D'rom this time to the eight hundred and ninth of the hidjerah,
the best mtelligence subsisted between the brothers; but at that
period this auspicious intercourse was wickedly interrupted, through
the malevolont exeitions of the turbulent and evil disposed : and in
consequence of the hostility thus excited, Mirza Peir Mahommed
causvd the person of Eskunder to be seized, and he was immediately
conveyed as a prisoner towards Khorassaun. In the neighborhood
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of Tebbes, or Tabess, the prince, however, contrived to break his
fetters; and flying immediately to Isfahaun, was there admitted to
nhe kindest hospitality, by his brother Mirza Rastum. Shortly after-
wards, the two brothers proceeded in conjunction towards Shirauz ;
and having defeated Peir Mahommed, who did not in the least demur
to meet and give them battle, they pursued him to the gates of his ca-
pital, to which they immediately laid siege. Finding, however, at
the expiration of forty days, that they had made but little progress
towards the reduction of Shirauz, they employed their troops in the
pillage of the neighboring parched and sandy districts, the Gurrum-
seyers, and then returned to Isfahaun.

In the course of the following year, the eight hundred and tenth
of the hidjerah, Mirza Peir Mahommed in his turn, at the head of a
very numerous army, proceeded towards lsfahaun; Mirza Ristum
having encamped to oppose him at the station ot Kundemaun, or
perhaps Gundemaun. In the counflict which ensued the troops of
Isfahaun were, however, totally defeated, and Mirza Ristum,and his
brother Eskunder, were now compelled to fly towards Khorassaun.
Peir Mahommed then established his son Omar Sheikh in the govern-
ment of Isfahaun, and returned in triumph to Shirauz. On the other
hand, Mirza Ristum proceeded without interruption into Khoras-
saun, where he experienced a favorable reception from Shah Rokh,
and was honorably provided for in the court of that prince ; while his
brother Eskunder, less fortunate in his decision, continued his flight
towards Sheberghaun and Balkh. His progress was interrupted by
some troops dispatched against him by Mirza Keydou, at this period
in possession of the government of Balkh; and he was compelled to
take the direction of Endekhoud, where he was treated with respect,
and suitably accommodated, by Seyud Ahmed Terkhan, then in charge
of the place. The Seyud thought it advisable immediately to report
his arrival to Shah Rokh, and that prince, with singular good nature,
iustantly dispatched a person to intercede in behalf of his unfortunate
brother, with Peir Mahommed in Farss; at the sametimne conveying
his instructions to Seyud Ahmed at Endekhoud, not to offer the
slightest molestation to Mirza Eskunder, but to permit him to depart
whenever he indicated a desire so to do. Relying upon a brother’s
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compassion, Mirza Eskunder chose the alternative of returning into A. H.s11.

Farss; and accordingly, about the hour of evening prayer on the
96th of Ramzaun, of the eight hundred and eleventh of the hidjerah,*
he entered Shirauz on foot—Peir Mahommed sending for him the very
moment he was apprized of his arrival, and bestowing upon him all
those marks of kindness that could in any shape contribute to restore
his confidence, or console him under the sense of his misfortunes.
This was the situation of affairs in Farss when, some time in the
course of the year eight hundred and twelve,} accompanied by his
reclaimed brother Eskunder, Mirza Peir Mahommed left Shirauz with
the design of reducing the province of Kermaun ; but on lus anival
at the station of Doutchah, the two wells, he there perished from a
conspiracy formed against him by Hissevne Sherbetdaur, his butler,
whom from an humble compounder of medicines, he had raised to the
highest dignities of his goverument: for ambition and treason have
been too frequently tellow travellers.  In thesilence of midnight, the
traitor followed by his accomplices, among whom appear to have
been included the greater part of the army, entirely surrounded the
tent of his beunefactor, and most basely put him to death, being at this
period in the very flower of his age, his one and thirtieth year.
Mirza Eskunder being, however, timely apprized of the fate of his bro-
ther, hastened back to Shirauz; where the Ameirs, and principal na-
tives of the province, united to invest him with theroyalauthority,and
with him proceeded to secure the city, and to place the fortifications
1n a state of detence. W hen, on the other hand, the traitor Husseyne
discovered that Eskunder had escaped himn, he immediately followed
at the head of the army which had espoused his cause, and for one
whole day, by repeated attacks on different points, endeavoured to
make himselt master of the city. Perceiving, however, at nightfal,
that the chiefs in his interest evinced a disposition favorable to
Mirza Eskunder, the traitor thought it prudent, the very next morn-
ing, to make a precipitate retreat towards Kermaun ; in the course of
which he fell into the hands of Ameir Sedeik, an officer in the service
of the late Peir Mahommed, by whom he was immediately secured
and conveyed towards Shirauz. At the tomb of Sheikh Saady in the.
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neighborhood of that city, with his beard and mustachios half shaved
he was mounted on a sorry bullock, and .from thence conducted
‘to the gates of the town, through the streets of which he was for
some time paraded in this disgraceful guise; after which he was led
to the presence of Mirza Eskunder. To the demand of that prince,
as to what motive it was that could have impelled him to become
the butcher of his benefactor, the traitor coolly replied that if his
conduct towards the deceased had been that of a villain, the result,
at least, did not appear with unwelcome advantages to the surviving
brother. At this the indignation of the Shahzidah was excited to
such a degree, that he drew his dirk and iustantly scooped the right
eye of the assassin from the socket; after which the attendants
were directed to beat him to death with their maces.

While these events were passing at Shirauz, an insurrection was
excited at Isfahaun by Siltan Miatassem the son of Zevne-ul-aubbe-

‘dein, son of Shah Shujia, of the race of Muzuffer; which readered

the presence of Mirza Eskunder immediately necessary in that quar-
ter. Inan action to which he was brought by his antagonist, shortly
afterwards, the insurgent was, however, totally defeated ; and in Ins
endeavor to escape by flight, was finally overtaken and put to death
by a soldier of the successtul party, by the side of u river at some
distance from the field of battle. Eskunder then returned, more con-
fident from his victory, to Shirauz. Subsequent to this period, Mirza
Ristum, with the concurrence of his uncle Shah Rokh, proceeded to
invade the territory of Isfahaun, where he became engaged in repeat-
ed conflicts with his brother Eskunder; but being frustrated in all
hLis attempts, he was finally compelled, once more, to fly for safety
into Khorassaun ; where, in the course of the eight hundr.d aud
fourteenth of the hidjerah,® he was again hospitably reccived at the
court of Herdt. Thus absolutely master of both Farsy and Irik,
Mirza Eskunder now fixed the seat of his government at Isfahaun.
We are now, for the last time, to speak of Siltan Ahined Julldcir
of Baghdad ; who, without any very distinguished claims to atten-
tion, has been so often biought to the notice of the reader, in his
perusal of these pages. Towards the conclusion of the eight huudied

% Commencing 21th of April A. D, 1411,
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and twelfth of the hidjerah, when the whole of Azerb4ijaun had been A. H.s1112,

finally subjugated to the authority of Kara Yssuf, the presence of
the latter was required towards the north-western frontier of his do-
minions, by some hostile indications on the part of his rival Kéra
Othmaun, and by the solicitation of Ameir Taherten, the prince of
Erzenjaun, to defend him against the aggressions of the same chief.
This was an opportunity which Siltan Ahmed, notwithstanding his
engagements, conceived too tavorable to his interests to be neglected;
and he accordingly took his departure for Azerbiijaun some time in
the month of Mohurrim, of the year §13;* and he appeared, not long
afterwards, in great force before the metropolis of Tebreiz, which he
entered without opposition,and with unusual pomp, on the first day
of the former Rebbeia, of the same year.}

As soon as this unwelcome intelligence reached Kira Yissuf at
Erzenjaun, only two days after he had taken possession of the place for
himself, he summoned a council of his principal officers; with whom
he entered into deliberation, as to the measures which he ought to
adopt on such an emergency. The result was a determination to
proceed to immediate hostilities against the Stltan, and a solemn
pledge on the part of all his Ameirs, to continue faithful in their
attachment to the authority of their chief. An order of march was
then concerted, by which the whole army were to reach the neighbor-
hood of Tebreiz. in forty menzels, or days journey, according to which
the troops were immediately put in motion from Erzenjaun. About
the period agreed upon, they arrived on the plains near Shumb-e-.
Ghazan, at the distance of two farsangs} from Tebreiz; where Séltan
Ahmed was already encamped, with a resolution togive battle. On
friday the 25th of the latter Rebbeia,§ the warlike Tirkomaun drew
out jus troops for the conflict,and proceeded in battle array towards
Shumb-e-Gi.Azan; from whence, in equal preparation, the Sdltan ad-
vanced to meet him. A most severe and obstinate conflict immedi-
ately ensued, in which, however, after dreadful mutual slaughter,
victory finally declared for the Tirkomauns; the troops of the Sdltan
being totally defeated, and dispersing in consequence in every direc-
tion. Finding himself thus alone on the field of battle, Séltan Ah.-.

* May 1410, t 3rd July. t About 7 miles, § 20th of August 1410Q..,
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'med was, at last, constrained to follow the example of his army. He
was in his fight soon overtaken by an ordinary Tarkomaun, who,
however, ignorant of his gnality, was content with beating him off his
horse; and who, after plundering him of his rich armour and apparel,
left him to his fate.

Stltan Ahmed then made for the opening in a garden.wall, intended
for the outlet of a water-course, where he seated himself down, in the
utmost perturbation of mind, until he could ascertain whether he
was pursued by any one. It chanced that an old shoemaker, who had
left the city and mounted a walnut tree, in order to view the occur-
rences of the battle, observing a person thus withdrawing from the
field alone, immediately recognized the Séltar’s horse, and was at no
great loss to identify his rider. Descending from his post on the tree,
he approached the place of the Siltan’s concealment; and calling to
him by his royal title, proceeded to condole with himn on the deplo-
rable situation to which he tound him reduced. The Siltan adwon-
ished him to be silent, and not to add shame to the sorrows which
already weighed down his head. After this, he ventured to add that
he had yet many zealous friends in Tebreiz; and that as soon as night
came, he should enter the town, and from them receive both moncy
and the means of conveyance from the scene of danger. In the mean
time, that any assistance which he could render would not be forgit-
ten; and that the moment he returned to Baghdad, he proposed to
settle upon him the lordship of Yakouhiah in perpetual fee. To this
he bound himself by a solemn promise; atter which the shoemaker
returned to his habitation in the city. Unfortunately for Stltan A h-
med, the man had for his wife an old woman who professed to deal
in magic; and her hushand had no sooner related to her the circum-
stances of his interview with the Siltan, than she affected to apply
tc the mysterics of herart; which having consulted, she proceeded to
observe to her husband, that the distance between Tebreiz and Bagh-
dad, would cost him many a tedious and wearisome day’s journey;
neither, from what appeared at present, could such a journey, to any
reasonable certainty, be productive of any of those: advantages to them,
with which he seemed disposed to flatter himself. At the same time,
it was not to be supposed but that, as soon as night came, the Stltan
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would be surrounded by a multitude of powerful friends, and that a
person in his humble station, would scarcely have a chance of ap-
proaching him again. Thus this noble prize would slip through their
fingers, and repentance would avail but little to their consolation.
She therefore advised her husband to hasten, without a moment’s fur-
ther delay, to the presence of Kara Yssuf, to acquaint him with all
he knew; and, she doubted not, that the result would be an abundant
remuneration for all their disappointments.

In comphance with the suggestions of this hag, the shoemaker
repaired to the camp of Kéra Y dssuf; where he found them employed
in interrogating the grooms and equerries of the Siltan, as to the
number of horses which their master had brought into the field, the
number he had carried off with him, and how many had fallen into
the hands of the victors. The shoemaker made his way, without ob-
stacle, to the presence of the Tarkomaun chief; announced to him,
that Siltan Abmed lay concealed at no great distance off, and that if
it was his pleasure, he would immediately conduct a party to the
spot.  For a moment, Kira Ylssuf disbelieved his statement, affirm-
ing that the Siltan must,by that time, have conveyed himself many far-
sangs on lis retreat ; but the man persisting in his allegation,and de-
manding that some proper person mightbe sent with himin order totake
charge of the royal fugitive, his request was at length complied with,
and four confidential officers accompanied him accordingly to the spot
which he had indicated. The unhappy monarch was immediately
dragged from his concealment; and as he was bareheaded and almost
naked, they threw upon him a common coarse tunic, and covering
his lLead with a tattered turban, they mounted him behind Beirdy
Sheirtchei, one of the party, and in this manner he was conducted to
the presence of Kira Ydssut. The Turkomaun chief arose to meet
the Stltan the moment be came in view ; and, having seated him by
his side, procecded to upbraid him, in bitter terms, for the total dis-
regard which he had evinced for the most solemn engagements; in
-consequence of which it was, he alleged, henccforward impossible to
place the smallest reliance on his word. For how repeatedly had lre
pledged himself upon the sacred volume of the law, and by the mighty
name of the most high, to abstain from every design hostile to the
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ﬁ }g. tlne 18.  Tirkoman, or the eountry under his authority, and yet sought every
’ 'RL::;II._:TI& occasion to violate his pledge? He then entered into a recapitula-
suffa, ‘tion of all the provocations which he had received at his hands, from
*the earliest period of their intercourse to the present moment ; after
“which be sternly directed him to quit his seat and take his place
among the very lowest of the assembly, even on the spot where they

deposited their sandals.

Peir Bedauk now entered the pavilion, immediately seating himself
on the throne; on which, the whole of the Ameirs and principal offi-
cers called aloud to the Siultan, that his pover was transferred to Peir
Bedauk Khaun. A paper was then drawn up in letters of gold, by
which, in a few short lines, the province of Azerbiijaun was tormally
ceded to the same Peir Bedauk Khaun; and to this, whether willing
or unwilling, they compelled the Saltan to affix his signature. They
next proceeded to allege as an accusation against the Saltan, that he
had presumed with a superior force to invade the same province of
Azerbiijaun, and to wrest it from the hands of Shah Mahommed,
another of the sons of Kira Yissuf; when it was notorious to the
world that it had been conferred upon him by the unanimous concur-
rence of all the native Ameirs.* As an atonement for this act of
alleged usurpation, they therefore now called upon him to make an
immediate transfer of his remaining government of Baghdad, to the
same Shah Mahommed ; and to that effect a second paper was drawn
up on the spot, and ratified under his sign manual, by which his
lieutenants at Baghdad, Heit, and Tekreit, were charged to deliver up
the keys of those fortresses, and of all his treasures, to Gheyauth-ud-
dein Shah Mahommed ; on whom he was made to bestow the appel-
lation of a beloved son, and to whom he acknowledged to have resign-
ed his capital of Baghdad, with all its dependencies, in full and abso-
lute sovereignty.

When the unfortunate monarch had made a conclusion of these
mortifying transfers of power, and had nothing further to concede,
Shah Mahommed was invested, on the spot, with the government of
BaghdAd, by his father and the Ameirs of his court ; the chiets of the

* This declaration, by the way, implied pretensions, which we should little expect to
find advanced by the vassals of a despotic monarchy,
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Aweyraut and Arab tribes, and other prisoners taken in the late battle,
being immediately set at large, and permitted to accompany their
new governor to take possession of his capital. In the mean time, to
relieve the Shltan from any apprehensioq of personal danger, Kéra
Y dssuf proceeded to assure him, that however, in repeated violation
of his engagements, he had not scrupled to seek both his life and
dominions, yet that he might set his mind at ease; foron his part, he
had resolved not to offer the slightest injury to his person. Far dif-
ferent was the language with which the Siltan was addressed by
Bostaum, who sternly upbraided him with having brought destruction
upon the family, and butchered the posterity, of Siltan Aweiss, to-
gether with the best part of the nobles of his court.  From him, there-
fore, as they had never hitherto experienced ought but evil, so neither
for the future was it reasonable to expect any good at his hands : and
they would accordingly take care that Ameir Y ussuf should no lon-
ger be the dupe of his artful practices. Then, starting on his feet, he
unclasped the scimitar from his waist, and flung it towards Khra
Y dssuf, declaring that the existence of this man had already been the
cause of too much mischief; but, that if suffered any longer to breathe
upon earth, the evils of which he would be the occasion would be a
thousand-fold more destructive, than any thing to which they had hi-
therto been witness. Common prudence, therefore, as well as the
general interests of humanity, demanded that he should immediately
be put out of the way. The other Ameirs of Irak concurred, at the
same time, in pronouncing that mercy to Siltan Ahmed would be
entirely incompatible with the public safety. The conscientious
Tarkomaun persisted, however, in maintaining that, under God’s pro-
videuce, though a thousand such as Siltan Ahmed were present in
his camp, he should feel but little solicitude as to their attempts ;
but that, at all events, he L:ad sworn to spare his life, and was resolve
ed not to violate his oath, Ameir Bostaum here rejoined that the
blood of many an unhappy and innocent individual had been unjust-
ly shed by this man, and that the hereditary avengers of that blood
were in attendance. If, therefore, he had pledged himself on his
part not to offer violence to the person of his prisoner, the law of
tetaliation imperiously demanded that, at least, he should not protect
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him against the vengeance of those whose kindred he had immolated:
Kaira Yissuf was now silent; and Settelmesh, one of the officers
present, was instructed by the Ameirs to convey the Saltan to his
quarters, in the college of Kauzy Sheikh Ally. Khaunjah Jauffer the
Tebrizian, on his knees, then formally accused the Siltan of having
unjustly put his brother to death; which being confirmed by the
testimony of Bostaum, the Tirkomaun chief could no longer resist
the pressing importunities of the people of Irik, and finally consented
to the execution of the unfortunate monarch. On which Khaujah
Jauffer, with some other persons, proceeued immediately to the resi-
dence of Settelmesh; where they strangled the unhappy Siltan with.-
out further ceremony.

On the day following, Bostaum found it expedient, nevertheless,
in the name of his brother Ameirs, to represent to the Tirkomaun,
that, although Stiltan Ahmed had been so effectually disposed of, the
preceding day, a report had been circulated by the seditious populace
that he was still alive; and that it had produced such violent agita-
tion as to threaten some very dangerous commotion. In consequence
of this, Bostaum was authorized to adopt any measure he thought fit
in order to remove the impression ; and the body of the Sultan, with a
coarse black wrapper bound round the hcad, was, accordingly, for
three days, publicly exhibited forinspection, in the above-mentioned
college, which finally terminated all discussion on the subject. The
body was then buried, with the usual solemnities, in the cemetery of
the celebrated Damashk Khaujah;at the very feet of his brother Siltan
Hsseyne, of whom he had made an early sacrifice to his relentless
ambition. Several of the sons of Siltan Ahmed, who had fallen into
the hands of their enemies during the battle and pursuit, shared the
fate of their father; and Stdltan Alli-ud-doulah, who bhad been for
some time a prisoner in one of the castles of the Tirkomaun, was now
put to death by an order from Kira Y iissuf.

On this subj-ct we shall finally observe, that when intelligence of
the death of Stltan Ahmed was conveyed to Shah Rokh, in Khoras.
saun, that prince demanded of Abd-ul-Kider, a distinguished poet
who had passed many years under the protection of the Stiltan, whe-
ther it had not occurred to him to compose something to the me-
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mory of his untortunate patron. The poet immediately wrote a
stanza of four lines, which he conveyed to the Shah, the concluding
words of which, ¢ Kusd-e-Tebreiz,”—the design upon, or the attempt
on Tebreiz—numerically applied,comprised the exact era of his death,
A. H. 813.* With respect to Shah Mahommed the son of Kéra
Yissut, dispatched on this occasion to possess himself of the govern-
ment of Baghdad, it may be proper briefly to state, that after a siege
of eighteen months, during which the children of Stltan Ahmed
continued to defend it against all his exertions, the Shah finally
obtained possession of that metropolis, the sons of the Saltan having
fled the place by water, under cover ofa dark night. Soon afterwards,
Shah Mahommed became undisputed master of all Arabian Irik;
and having raised a numerous and powertul army, and amassed pro-
digious wcalth, he ultimately assumed the honors of the mosque and
mint, and governed for a considerable period in his own name, with-
out even once repairing to do homage to his father; who for his part,
appears to have equally abstained from putting him to any further
inconvenience on the subject,

But, to resume the regular course of the histary; while at the sum-
mer quarters of Baudgheiss, on the fifth of Zilkaudah, of the year
eight hundred and eleven,t we find Shah Rokh employed in giving
orders for the assembling of his army ; in consequence of the reports
here successively conveyed to him, of the hostilities which had broke
out between his nephew Khaleil Siltan, and Khodadaud-ul-Hissey-
nyv; in which the latter prevailing, the grandson of Teymir was fin-
ally compelled to submit to the authority of this subordinate chief,
To vindicate the insulted majesty of his family, or more probably to
secure the province for himself, Shah Rokh, therefore, on the 21st of
the same month of Zilkaudah,} put his troops in motion from Baud-
gheiss ; and having crossed the Oxus, about the 6th of the following
month of Zilhudje.§ proceeded to Khozaur. Here it was announced
to him, that having seized the person of Khaleil Siltan, the insur-
gent Khodadaud had betaken himself to flight ; on which Shah Rokh

* August September 1410. The turn of the verse runs something in this way :
“ Rcader wouldst thou know the era of his fate,”
¢ Kusd-e-Tebreiz exactly marks the date.”
t 21st March 1409, 1 6th of April, § 21st of April.
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continued his march, and, on the 20th of the same month, entered
the metropolis of Samarkand without opposition.

In the succeeding month of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and
twelfth of the hidjerah,® Shah Rokh proceeded in pursuit of Kho-
daud, towards the frontiers of Moghilstaun; dispatching Shah Melek
with some other commanders in advance, towards the Seyhin. An
event which appears to have been as fortunate, as it was unforeseen,
rendered the presence of Shah Rokh, hiowever, no longer necessary
in this quarter. The insurgent Khodadaud had, it seems, demanded
the assistance of Mahommed Khaun, the monarch of Moghulstaun ;
and that prince had dispatched his own brother Shummaa Jahaun, to
convey to him the support he required. This latter prince, however,
no sooner found himself united with the troops of the insurgent, than
he suggested to the Ameirs under his orders, that this same Khodaud-
ul-Hisseyny must have been an utter stranger to every principle of
good faith and generosity, before he could so soon have forgotten his
multiplied obligations to the most bountiful of masters, the renowned
and invincible Teymdr, and thus enter into hostilities against the
children of such a benefactor. Nothing further was required to de-
determine the fate of Khodadaud. His head was struck off without
the smallest compunction, and immediately conveyed to Shah Melek;
who returned with it, shortly afterwards, to the camp of Shah Rokh.

The Shah now embraced the opportunity of conferring the govern-
ment of Ouzkhund, upon his nephew Mirza Meirek Ahmed, perhaps
Sidy Ahmed, one of the sons of Omar Sheikh. In the mean time,
intelligence was conveyed to him that Mirza Khaleil Saltan, on the
death of Ameir Khodadaud, had succeeded in gaining over his guards;
and thathe wasnow busily employedin placing thefortress of Alankouh,
or Alankella, in a proper state of defence, Shah Melek was again
detached, with instructions to reduce this place; but when he had
continued his operations for some days, Mirza Khaleil Siltan sent
out to desire, that a particular post in the hands of the besieging army
might be left unguurded ; in order that he might be permitted to
proceed, without interruption, to the presence of his uncle. This
tequest was immediately complied with; but instead of repairing to

® May and June 1409,
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the camp of Shah Rokh, as he affected to propose, the prince pro- A. H. 812-818.

ceeded immediately to join Sheikh Niér-ud-dein, who bad recently
obtained permission to retire to Otraur. On information of this un-
accountable perversity of conduct, Shah Rokh conceived that his
presenc:-might be requisite in the same quarter; but, an intercourse
of messengers having been fortunately established, an accommodation
was finally brought about, and confirmed under the most solemn
mutual engagements. Shortly afterwards, Mirza Khaleil in person
hastened to the presence of his august relative, and experienced a
very indulgent and distinguished reception, without, however, any
circumstance that could lead to the expectation that he was to bz
restored to his government,

Affairs thus favorably arranged. Shah Rokh took his departure for
Khorassaun, after having conferred the government of Transoxiana,
with the neighboring territory on the Sevhin, upon his son Oldgh
Beg; at the same time bestowing the country of Hessaur-e-Shaudc-
man upon Mirza Mahommed Jahangueir, the son of his nephew
Mahommed Saltan. Soon after, recrossing the Oxus, he invested
Mirza Kevdou the son of Mirza Peir Mahommed, with the govern-
meunt of the three provinces of Kandahaur, Kabdl, and Gheznein,
transferring the government of Balkh and Tokharestaun, to his second
son Abul Futtah Mirza Ibraubim Sdltan. On the 16th of Shabaun,
of the eight hundred and twelfth of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh re-
entered, on this occasion, his capital of Herit, without the interven-
tion of any further incident. During the month or Zilkaudah of the
same vear,t Mirza Khaleil Sdltan, as some compensation for the loss
of Samarkand, proceeded by his orders, at the head of ten thousand
horse, to attempt the reduction of lidk Ajem; aad he succeeded so
far as to take possession of, and, for some time, to establish his au-
thority in the ternitory of Rey, having received from Shah Rokh apatent
for the government of both provinces of Irak Ajem, and Azerbiijaun,
should he prove so fortunate as to conquer them, for himself.

During the eight hundred and thirteenth, and the following year
of the hidjerah, the attention of Shah Rokh was considerahly engaged
in counteracting the designs of that distinguished and gallant veteran,
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Ameir Sheikh Ndr-ud-dein, who had reared the standard of revolt
in the territory of Otraur; here stated to have been the seat, and
perhaps the patrimony, of his forefathers. This untoward event
drew the Shah twice into Mawer-un-neher, in the course of that
period. The last time, however, during a conference before the gates
of Sovrann, or Sabraun, which he defended against the troops of
Shah Rokh, under the orders of his old associate in arms, Ameir
Shah Melek, the unfortunate Sheikh Ndar-ud-dein was suddenly
dragged from his horse, as he stooped to embrace him, and put to
death on the spot, by an officer of the name of Herkedauk ; who had
received his instructions for that purpose from Shah Melek hiwselt,
On the death of Teymér, we learn from a passage in the Rouzut-us.
suffa, that the illustrious chief, whose career was thus perfidiously
terminated, had espoused the princess Tomaun Aga, one of the wid-
ows of his departed sovereign. Soon after the period under consi-
deration, the same princess was conveyed, under an injunction from
Shabh Rokh, by the nephew of Sheikh Nir-ud-dein from Sabraun to
Herat; the town of Gaousbiah, about eleven farsangs from that city,
was assigned for her maintenance ; and she is stated to have left there
many memorials of her bountiful and benevolent character. On his
return to Herit, from this last expedition into Transoxiana, the Shah
received intelligence of the death of his nephew Khaleil Saltan, after
a few days’ illness, at Rey, on the 16th of Rudjub of the eight hun-
dred and fourteenth of the hidjerah.®

During the month of Mohurrem of the year eight hundred and
fifteen,t and on his return from the solemnization of the feast of
sacrifice of the tenth of Zilhuduje, of the preceding year, at the mauso-
leum of Ally Ruzza at Mash-hed, we also find it recorded in the
Rouzut-us suffa, that Shah Rokh was employed at Herat, in giving
a splendid reception to the ambassadors of Ddeimeng Khaun, mon-
arch of Khatd, or emperor of China. In the discharge of their
mission, the objects of which on this occasion appear to have been
of a nature purely amicable and conciliatory, they delivered from their
sovereign, letters in different laoguages ; which, among other expres.:
sions of a complimentary import, conveyed some very strong recome

¢ 2d of November, 1413, ° 1 April 1412,
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mendations in favor of the late Mirza Khaleil Sdltan, and which, A. H.s815-16.

whatever might have been their effect at an earlier period, could now
no longer be of service. These ambassadors were shortly afterwards
honorably dismissed, on their return to China, accompanied by Sheikh
Mahommed Bukhshy; on a mission of a corresponding and similar
import from Shah Rokh to the Chinese monarch.*

Ever since the death of his brother Meiran Shah, and the conse-
quent snhjugation of the province of Azerbaijaun by Kara Yassuf,
Shah Rokh had internally resolved on employing the very first con-
venient opportunity, to reduce that province with the adjoining ter-
ritory of Irdk, under his own authority. Such an opportunity ap-
peared to have arrived, during the eight hundred and sixteenth of the
hidjerah ; and he accordingly quitted Herat, at the head of a numer-
ous and powerful army in order to take advantage of it, on the 18th of
Rudjub, of that year—% proceeding towards the north-west, by the
routeof Nevshapir, in the neighborhood of which city he encamped
shortly afterwards. Fromthence,he conceived it expedient to transmit
a dispatch to Mirza Eskunder, at Isfahaun, requesting that he would,
at as a early a period as possible, jouin him in the territory of Rey, with
the troops of Fars and Irdk Ajem ; in order that they might proceed
together to the expulsion of the Tirkomauns; after which he contin-
ued his march, at leisure, hunting as he proceeded, into Mazanderaun,
where he passed the winter.  When, however, the dispatches from
his uncle were communicated to Mirza Eskunder, that prince, instead
of resolving to co-operate cordially in the design against the common
enemy of his family, immediately gave way to the suspicion, that
something sinister was in contemplation against himself; and, under
this impression, returning an insolent and disrespectful reply to the
demand which had been conveyed to him, openly declared himself
hostile to the authority of the Shah ; and, dispatching to all quarters
to assemble his troops, proceeded without delay to form a.. encamp-

*. Whether this, or any of the succeeding ones, of which several were dispatched to
China from the court of Herdt, during the reign of Shah Rokh, was the embassy, of which

the transiation of a Journal, by Mr. Vausittart of the Bengal Establishment, appeared in

one of the English periodical publications some years ago, a comparison of dates will
easily determine.
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ment near Isfahaun. This refractory. behavior on the part of his ne-

KholaussetaL.. phew, necessarily produced a change in the plans of Shah Rokh; the

akhbaur,

expedition into Azerbdijaun was indefinitely postponed; and his
attention immediately directed to check, at their outset, the rash and
ambitious projects of his misguided relative.

Having dispatched his son Mirza Baysungur, at the commence-
ment of the spring, to provide for the tranquillity of Khorassaun,
Shah Rokh, on the fourteenth of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and
seventeenth of the hidjerah,* quitted bis winter quarters in Mazan-
deraun, and, by the way of Damaghaun, proceeded towards Rey.
On his arrival near the castle of Sheheryaur, adjacent to, or not far
from that ancient city, several Ameirs who had been emploved, on
the part of Mirza Eskunder, to take possession of Sawah and lay waste
the intervening territory, came over to the camp of Shah Rokh; easily
yielding to the persuasion, that having all, either by themselves or
their fathers, served in the armies of Teymur, their allegiance was
unquestionably due to his family; but where the claims of the son and
grandson were brought into competition, that the former was clearly
entitled to the preference. From thence continuing: his march, by
Sawah, to the gardens of Ristum, within two farsangs, or about seven
miles of Isfahaun, Shah Rokh was joined by other respectable Ameirs,
who embraced the opportunity to abandon the cause of Eskunder.
Notwithstanding these inauspicious beginnings, the latter did not,
however, decline to give battle to the superior force of his uncle,
shortly afterwards; and being defeated, and compelled to shut himself
up within the walls of Isfahaun, he was there imnmediately besieged
by the victorious troops.

In the mean time, the adherents of Mirza Eskunder, at Shirauz,
were seized and imprisoned by the priucipal inhabitants, who proceed-
ed without delay to proclaim the authority of Shah Rokh; immedi-
ately dispatching an agent to announce to that monarch the fortunate
revolution that had thus taken place in his favor. The intelligence
was calculated to produce peculiar satisfaction at such a crisis; and
Litfullah Beyaun Temir, a distinguished officer, was sent express to
take charge of the revenues of the province. The siege of Isfahaun

* 4thof Aprl 1414,
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was, however, prosecuted with little intermission, and had now con- A, H.m17.
tinued for a period of nearly two months, every attempt at an accom. A P- 1414

modation having totally failed ; when on the 2d of the former Jum-
maudy, of the eight hundred and seventeenth of the hidjerah,*the place
was attacked by general assault. The conflict was supported, with
equal resolution and obstinacy, during the whole of the day ; but, on
the following night, the troops of Shah Rokh succeeded in escalading
the works, and, finally, in ohtaining possession of the town, Mirza Eg-
kunder retiring into the castle.  But,on learning that one of his prin.
cipal officers had deserted and gone over to the enemy, he, with some
reason, considered his situation as hopeless, and fled the place while
yet favored by the darkness of the night; proposing to etfect his es-
cape, it possible, into some of the adjoining districts. The unfortu-
nate priuce was, however, too closely pursued to attain his object ;
and being very early overtaken in his flight, he was conducted to the
presence of the Shah; who, toall appearance, seemed disposed on his part
at least, to treat him with humanity, since he consigned him to the
care of his brother Ristum—-conceiving perhaps, that the rigors of his
destiny might receive some alleviation from the sympathies of fra-
ternal affection. In this, nevertheless, his calculations appear to
have been infinitely wide of the steeling influence of the spirit of
ambitic n, which equally spurns at the ties of nature, and the obliga-
tions of private friendship  Mirza Ristum no sooner fuund him in
his power, than he forever closed his views upon all objects of hu-
man grandeur, by an immediate application of the searing instrument
to the eyes of his unhappy brother.

Thus master of Istahaun, Shah Rokh immediately conferred the gov-
ernment of that place, ard of the proviuce dependent upon it, on the
same Mirza Réstum the son of Omar Sheikh; who had served him with
distinguished valour and fidelity in many of his expeditions, and who
continued to rule the country with singular ability and moderation,
for the remainder of his life. 'The governwent of Hamadaun, toge-
ther with the fartresses of Verdjerd and Nihawend, and the adjoin-
ing province of Lorristaun, was assigued in perpetual jagnir, or fee,
to Mirza Baykera; another of the sons of Omar Sheikh, who had in.,

® 19th of July 1414,
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the very flower of youth, already displayed the most conspicuous
proofs of courage and talent ; while that of Rey was generously be-
stowed upon Mirza Eyjel the son of Meiran Shab, at this period
not more than twelve years of age. The territory of Komm was, at
the same time, consigned by Shah Rokh to Saud-e-Wokauss, one of
the grandsons of his brother Jahaungueir. Having dispatched this
arrangement of the affairs of Irik, and made some considerable sacri-
fices of property in order to reconcile the inhabitants of Istahaun to the
losses sustained during the recent capture of the city, Shah Rokh left
that place for Shirauz ; where, on his arrival, he proceeded to diffuse
among the inhabitants, afresh, the blessings of a just and beneficent
government. He then appointed his own son, Mirza Ibrauhim Saltan,
to vreside over Farss, on the death of the gallant Ameir Mizraub ;
and quitting the metropolis of Shirauz, shortly afterwards, he pro-
ceeded by the route of Yezd on his return to Khorassaun; and cross-
ing the desert of Mogheishaun, finally reached his capital of Herbt,
on the 22d of Rudjub of the eight hundred and seventeenth of the
hidjerah.* In the mean time it becomes necessary to observe, that
while he was engaged on this occasion, in establishing his authority
in Irhk Ajem, misunderstandings and jealousies had unfortunately
arisen between Oligh Beg, and his cousin Mirza Meirek Ahmed; who
had been placed by Shah Rokh, as formerly noticed, in the govern-
ment of OQuzkhund, towards the northern extremity of Ferghaunah,
These jealousies finally terminated in hostilities, the issue of which
proved unfavorable to Meirek Ahmed ; who was compelled to fly for
protection into Moghilstaun.

Among the events which took place subsequent to the return of
Shah Rokh to his capital, it has been thought sufficient to notice the
illness and death of Mirza Eyjel, recently appointed to the govern-
ment of Rey. The person chosen to succeed him was Mirza Aylen.
gur the son of Aba Bukker, and grandson of Meiran Shah ; who was
accordingly dispatched, accompanied by a respectable train from
Khorassaun, to take possession of his government. Next it may
be ne cessary to relate, that during the period at which he was direct-
ing his march towards Isfahaun, Ameir Bustaum, who then resided

® gth of October 1414,
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at his jagueir of Shltauniah under the authority of Kéra Yissuf, had A.H. s18.
embraced the opportunity of conveying his submission to Shah Rokh ; Khzal‘::;_'ul-
in consequence of which, the Tﬁrkomaun chief some time afterwards  akhbaur.
indicating a design to attack the fortress of Stiltauniah, Bostaum

thought it prudent to abandon his government, and hastened to place

himself under the protection of Saud-e-Wokauss, at Komm. With

great alleged simplicity, or want of judgment, the latter prince con-

ceived it proper to imprison the fugitive Ameir; only dispatching to
announce the circumstance to Shah Rokh. Entirely disapproving of

this impolitic step, with which he was made acquainted on the 10th

of the former Rebbeia, of the vear eight hundred and eighteen,* the

Shah transmitted orders that Bostaum should be instantly set at large;

at the same time conveying a letter to the imprisoned chief, apolo-

gizing, and condoling with him, on the unauthorized harshness of his
treatment. So far, however, from yielding the slightest attention to

such orders, Saud-e-Wokauss, seduced by the evil counsels of some
profligates about his person, immediately went over to join Kéra

Y ussuf, the enemy of his family, taking Ameir Bostaum a prisoner

in his train; and he was received, with equal kindness and distinction,

by the Tarkomaun.

Another of the occurrences which marked the crisis under consi-
deration, was thedisloyal design of invading the governmentof Shirauz,
into which the gallant Mirza Bayvkera of Hamadaun was persuaded
by the imprudent counsels, and yet unextinguished ambition of his
brother Eskunder ; who had been permitted to pass his days under
his protection, from the period at which he was deprived of the
blessing ot sight, by Mirza Rastum. The latter prince receiving,
however, intelligence of the design aud march of the brothers, imme-
diately employed a chosen detachment to way-lay them; and the
troops thus dispatched falling in with those of Mirza Baykera, in the
neighborhood of Jerbaudegan, his brother Eskunder again became a
prisoncr with his enemies, and was immediat ly conveyed to Isfahaun,
where he was placed in safe custody. This misfortune produced
eonsiderable indecision in the proceedings of Mirza Baykera, and he
temained, for some days, stationary at Kundemaun, the position of

* 19th of May 1415,
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which we have not hitherto been able to ascertain; but the ardent
spirit of conquest again reanimating his bosoin, he resumed his march
for Shirauz. In the mean time, fully apprized of his intentions,
Mirza Ibraubim Siltan, at the head of a numerous and well appoint-
ed army, was advancing from that city to oppose Lim, and at the sta-
tion of Bevza, perhaps Obedah, the two kinsmen camne to a battle;
Mirza Baykera, with the small body of troops under his standard, the
greater part without defensive armour of any description, preparing
for the couflict, with all the precision of maturer discipline, and
more powerful resources. At the first onset, I1braubim Sdltan com-
pletely drove before him the right and left wings of his adversary ;
but Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Aba Séeid, who commanded the right
wing of Mirza Baykera, hastening to the support of his priuce in the
ceatre, instead of quitting the field of battle with the fugitives, Bay.
kera, with admirable promptitude and intrepidity of mind, immedi-
ately determined in conjunction with Abd Savid, to make a desperate
push against the main body of the troops of Shirauz, and succeeded
to the utmost of his expectations. Ibrauhim Sdltan was unable to
withstand the fury of this onset, and, retiring from the field, made the
best of his way towards Aberkouh; whither he had already had the
precaution to dispatch his mother, together with the most valuable ot
his effects, from Shirauz. In consequence of his victory, Mirza
Baykera entered that city, the metropolis of Siliman as it is fre-
quently denominated by the Orientals, without further opposition,
towards the latter end of the former Rebbeia, of the eight hundred
and eighteenth of the hidjerah.®* Iun the mean time, Mirza Rastum
at lsfabaun, bad taken care to dispatch the unfortunate cause of
these evils, his brother Eskunder, to explore the regions of another
world.

When, on the othei hand, intelligence of these unlooked for chan-
ges was reccived at the court of Shah Rokh. that monaich proceed-
ed without delay to deliberate, with his ministers, on the measures to
be pursued for the speedy re-establishment of his authority ; and
having soon assembled a very powerful army for that purpose, he
took his departure tor Shirauz, by the apparently circuitous route of

*® Beginning of June 1415,
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Jaum, Bestaum, Rey, Komm, Kashaun, and Isfahaun, on the 17th A. 1. s18.

of the latter Jummaudy, of the same year;* Mirza Ibrauhim Sal-
tan having been already sent in advauce with a respectable force,
in the hope of being able to reduce his revolted kinsman to his
duty. Iu the course of the march a‘dispatch from Olagh Beg at
Samarkand, announced the death of Mahommed Khaun, monarch of
Moghilstaun, and the accession of Nekhsh-e-jahaun, grandson of
Khezzer Khoujah Oghlan, to the throne of Moghal Tartary. To
proceed, however, with the narrative, Mirza Bayvkera, r-jecting all
thoughts of accommodation, had shut himself up in Shirauz, in the
belief that Shah Rokh was not in person with his army ; but when,
in conscquence of a communication from Mirza Ibraubim, that mon-
arch appeared himself in the neighborhood, Mirza Bavkera could no
longer affect to doubt the circumstance, and immediately gave him-
self up to the most discouraging apprehensions. Under more favora-
ble circumstances having, however, cultivated a verv intimate friend-
ehip with Mirza Baysungur, one of tlie sons of the Shal, he conceived
the expedient of employing his fuithful dependent Abé Saeid, recently
mentioned, to endeavor to persuade that voung prince to become
lus mediator for pardon with his father.  Mirza Baysungur experi-
eaced no difficulty in introducing Aba Sacid to the presence of his
father, to whom he commuuicated, without rescrve, the oliject of his
visit. The agent was very favorably received by Shah Rokh, who
evinced afresh the natural clemency of his disposition, by readily
yiclding to the intercession ot his son, in behalf of his revolted kins-
man; whose guilt he then promised to consign to oblivion.  Return-
ing unmediately to Shirauz, Ameir Abt Saeid communicated without
delay to Mirza Baykera, the encouraging result of his mission; and
on sunday cveniug, accordingly, of the 5th of Ramzaun.t the latter
prince hastened from the city, to present himself to his uncle; who,
30 far faithful to his engagement, forbore to ofier the slightest injury
to the person of the shahzidah. But to guard against any future at-

tempts of his ambition, he dispatched him in the custody of those in
* 23cd of August 1415, Our immortal Harry V. landed in Fraace on the Ist of August

of the suwe year,
1 6th of November 1415.
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A. H.81819. whom he cou!d safely confide to Kandahaur; where he was destined
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to remain under the supervision of Mirza Keydou the son of Peir
Mahommed Jahangueir.

Shah Rokh continued at Shirauz for the remaining part of the month
of Ramzaun ; restoring the government of that city, and the province
of I'arss, to his son Ibrauhim Saltan. At the same time, he conceived
it prudent to consign the territory and cities of Komm, Kashaun,
Rey, and Rastumdaur,to the boundaries of Guildn, to the able ma-
nagement of the veteran Eliauss, or Elias Khaujah—probably as the
best qualified to resist the encroachments of Kira Yissuf, and the
Tarkomauns. Having then made a short excursion to Kauzerin, at
the foot of the mountains, in order to visit the tomb of Saltan Sheikh
Abt Ishauk,and of other celebrated Peirs in that district, the Shah
finally quitted Shirauz, directing his march towards Kermaun, with
the design of reducing the whole of that province under his authority.
But on reaching Seirjaun, Seyud Shumss~ud-dein Ally the Bemmian
repaired to his presence, in behalf of Stltan Aweiss, the ruler of the
country, to implore that, in compassion to the inhabitants, he would
continue his march for Khorassaun, without entering the province ;
and engaging, in that case, by all the means in his power, at a proper
period, to conduct the Siltan to do unqualificd homage in his pre-
sence. Incompliance with the intreaties of this Seyud, Shah Rokh,
immediately recalled the detachments which had been already sent off
towards Jireft, and the Gurrumseyr, and withdrew through the desert,
into Khorassaun; returning to Herat in the middle of Mohurrem, of
the eight hundred and nineteenth of the hidjerah.® We cannot here
omit to observe, from the Rouzut-ys-suffa, that during the 818th of
the hidjerah, Shah Rokh ordered the cestle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, con-
tizuous to the northern wall of Herédt and originally erected by Melek
Fakher-ud dein of the race of Guerret, but subsequently demolished
by Teymir, to be entirely rebuilt from the foundatinus; a lahour which,
according to some written memoriais that escaped the ravages of time,
required the ex: rtions of no less than seven hundred thousand work-
men to carry to its accomplishment—but for what period is not exactly

explained.
* Middle of March 1416,
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It was onhis return from Shirauz, on this occasion, that Shah Rokh A. H.819

invested his son Baysungur, with the important office of first minister
of his Diwaun—president of the council of state perhaps—which he
retained, with equal credit to himself and advantage to the people,
during the remainder of his life. Much about the same crisis, Mirza
Meirek Ahmed the son of Omar Sheikh, whom we have recently
mentioned as having been constrained to retire into Moghdlstaun, in
consequence of hostilities with Oligh Beg, thought it prudent to
return and claim the protection of the Shah, who received him with
equal kindness and indulgence. Nevertheless, a very short time
afterwards, he was detected in concert with Mirza Aylengur, one of
the grandsons of Meiran Shah, hatching fresh plots of sedition and
hostility, which did not, however, escape the vigilance of his protec-
tor. While he was engaged in developing the mazes, and provid-
ing against the effects of this plan of treason and ingratitude, Shah
Rokh received a dispatch also fromm Mirza Keydou, at Kandahaur, in
which that prince announced a conspiracy against himself on the part
of Mirza Baykera, in conscquence of which, he had found it expedient
to place his person under restraint, until he should receive instruc-
tions from Herét, in what manner he was to be further disposed of.
In reply to this, Mirza Keydou was desired to convey his turbulent
kinsmaa across the Indus, with permission to proceed to whatever
quarter he chose in that direction. With regard to Mirza Meirek
Ahmed, and the associate of his designs Mirza Aylengur, the former
was significantly advised to make the pilgrimage to Mekkah, and the
latter to try the effect of a voyage to sea; and proper persons were
employed to take care that they disposed of themselves, preciscly in
the manner thus indicated to them. At all events, they are described
to have departed, never after to be heard of. With respect to Mirza
Baykera, Mirza Keydon ventured to deviate from the letter of his
instructions, by declining the hazard of dismissing that prince to take
his range among the nations on the other side the Indus; on the con-
trary, when Shah Rokh was on his march towards Kandahaur, du-
ring the eight hundred and twentieth of the hidjerah, the captive
Prince was conveyed, in conformity with subsequent orders, to the:
royal camp, from whence he was immediately sent towards Samarkand;,
and of him also we have no further information..

A. D.14186.
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It has been recently observed, that a certain Seyud Shums-ud-dein
Bemmi had undertaken, at a particular period, to conduct Stltan
Awciss of Kermaun, to the presence of Shah Rokh, provided the
roval armies should be made to withdraw, withoutcommiltiug further
depredations upon the inhabitants. 1t now appears, thaton returning
from his interview with the Shah to the capital of Kerinaun, the
Seyud found, nevertheless, that his influence was not sufficicntly
strong with the Siltan, to prevail upon him to accompany him to
court; and he was therefore constrained to proceed to Herit alone,
in order to report his failure.  This, as might have been expected,
produced considerable rescutment in 1the mind of Shah Rokh; and
the Ameirs Ibhraubim son ot Jahaun Shah Berlas, and Hussun Soutly
Terkhan, with the governors of Ferah and Sciestaun, at the head ota
powertul body of troops, were directed, by that monarch, to proceed
immediately to the eflectual reduction of Kermaun,  Having entered
the province accordingly, these chicts compelled the Saltan to shut
himself up in his capital, in which he was some time afierwards
closely invested. When, however, he had sustained a sivge of seventy
days, Sdltan Aweiss sent a deputation to propose that s besiegers
should again withdraw; and, providcd theirsovereign would prowise
on his part once more to forgive his disobedience, to engagze now most
faithfully to convey himself, in a posture the most humble and abject,
to do homage of duty in the royal presence. These proposals were
transmitted to court, without delay, bv the besieging generals ; and
they were informed, in reply, thatit Siltan Aweiss were truly sincere
in his professions, it behoved him immediately to dispatch a person
in his confidence to Herit, in order to furnish some pledge tor the
performance of his engagements—iu which case the besi-ging army
might suspend their operations; otherwise they were on no consuler-
ation whatever to quit Kermaun, until the capital was aciually in
their possession. The orders which they had received were punc-
tually made known to Siltan Aweiss, by the generals of Shah Rokh,
and that chief accordingly fixed upon Sheikh Hussun, an officer in
his confidence, to proceed to the presence of the Shah as he had
heen required to do; and the agent thus employed having been ad-
nitted to an interview with the monarch, on his arrival at llerdt,
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exprrienced but little difficulty in obtaining from him & solemn en- A, H. 310 20,

gagoment, on oath, that so far from entertaining any design hostile to
the persen of the Siltan, he should treat him wiilh distinguished
kindness, whenever he chose to make his appearance. The agent re-
turned immediately into Kermauun ; and having faithfully advertised
Siltan Aweiss of all that bad occurred du:iny his mission, the latter
divested himself of all further apprehension, and repaired to Herat ;
w here, according to our author, he experienced from Shali Rokh, the
most abundant proot of the benevolent and bounteous disposition of
that wonarch.  {ome montis afterwards, it however appears, that he
was conducted to pass his davsin exile at Samarkand.

So far beck as the beginuing of the former Revb: ia,* Shah Beh4-ud-
dein Yensui Shah, one of the princes of Buddakhshaun, had arrived
at Hetdn, to complain of the disturbances occasioned in that country,
thicaugh the retractoryand licentious measures pursued by his brothers.
In conscquence of this it was determined, on the part of Shah Rokh,
to coufur the government of that inaceussible province upon his son
Sea Srghetmesh, at this period about nineteen vears of age; and accor-
dingly, towards the close of the same vear, the eight hundred and
ninctecnth of the biijerahit he was disspatched, accompanied by the

bove meniioned Yengui Shah, to take possession. Towards the
end of the latter Rebbeia ot the vear 820.% the author of the Rouzut-
us-suffa notices the honorable dismission of a second embassy from
Lieywing Khaun, the emperor ot Clina, with suitable presents for
tuat monarch; atter haviug participated ina spymptuous entertainment
givein to Oldgh Beg, at this pericd on a visit at his father’s court,
from Samarkand; and, on the 10th of the tormer Jummaudy.§ we
find recorded the birth of Alla-ud-doulsdh, one of the sons of Mirza
Baysungur, who will be frequently mentioned hereafter. On the
10th of Rudjub of the same vear.]] Shah Rokh proceeded from He-
rit on an expedition towards Kandahaur, destined to the chastisce
ment of the Afgban, and Hazaurah tribes, in thar neighborhood.
Ou the 14th of Shubaun,** he encamped on the river Heirmund, and
was there joincd by his son Seylrghetmesh, accompanied by the

® May 14.6 + January 1417. 1 Beginuvinzof June 1417
§ 16th of June 1417. ¥ 22ad of August. s+ 25th of September,

AYNRENS F ¥y S

Khotatsset al

ahhbaur,



934

A.H.820 Ameirs Ibrauhim son of Jahaun Shah, and Noushirvaun, from Bud-
Kl:l_:-)n‘_—s:eﬁle: dukshaun, which he appears to have placed under the authority of
akhbauy, the same Yengui Shah already described; and on. the 22d of the
same month, Shah Rokh arrived in the vicinity of Kandahaur. In
the following month of Ramzaun,* a deputation composed of the
chief magistrates, and principal inhabitants of Gheznein, appeared to
do homage to the authority of the Shah; but soon afterwards, a
person from the camp of Mirza Keydou brought intelligence that
that prince had suddenly, and unaccountably, withdrawn himself from
the same authority. This information was received with an appear-
ance of indifference by Shah Rokh, who merely observed that Key-
dou had peradventure been seized with some absurd and groundless
alarm, without considering it at all necessary to order any one in
pursuit of the fugitive. On the 9th of the same month of Ramzaun
a second messenger arrived to announce that, neither at Kabal nor
Gheznein, was there left a vestige of or any one belonging to the ab-
sconded Mirza ; and Ameir Ibrauhim the son of Jahaun Shah was
then, and not before, dispatched to that quarter, with instructions,
should the misguided prince make his appearanee, to invite him to
an accommodation ; to which, if he acceded, Ameir Ibrauhim was,
without further advice, to invest him with the government of Ghez-
nein ; otherwise, he was to take possession of the whole of the coun.
try, in behalf of the Shah,

In the mean time, presents to a considerable extent, in horses and
camels, were conveyed to court on the part of the chiefs of the Ha-
zaurah districts, together with concessions sufficiently satisfactory
on the subject of tribute and allegiance ; after which, Shah Rokh
returned from Kandahaur to the banks of the Heirmund, where he
had determined to take up his winter quarters. During the period
in which he remained in cantonments on that river, he suffered by a
fall from his horse, some material injury in one of his arms, or pethaps
hands ; and a certain Oustaud Meirdg, eminent for his skill in surgery,
although, by profession, an artificer of bows and arrows, was sent for
in all haste from Hert, in order to undertake the cure; which he ap-
pears to have accomplished without much difficulty. It was during

® 13th of October,
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the same period of inaction, that the office of Vezzeir was lodged in
the hands of Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir Ahmed, of Khawauf, by whom
it was retained to the very conclusion of the reign of Shah Rokh.
Ameir l1brauhim the son of Jahaun Shah had, towards the end of the
month of Ramzaun,* already returned from his mission towards Ka-
btl and Gheznein, and announced that Mirza Keydou was on his
way to the royal presence, in order to make his submission. Ameir
Sheikh Lukman Berlaus, on the contrary, who had been dispatched
among the Hazaurah tribes, in order to collect the stipulated tribute,
transmitted information that, after a residence of several days, instead
of folfilling their engagements, he found them disposed, under every
possible pretext, to protract and elude the payments for which they
had pledged themselves. Iu consequence of this, the Ameirs Ma-
hommed Souffy, and Moussa, were necessarily employed, by order of
the Shah, to over-run and lay waste the country; which having exe-
cuted, and further sufficiently chastised the insolence of these re-
fractory hordes, they rcjoined the camp of their sovereign on the
Heirmund.

At the commencement of the spring, or moderate season, of the
821st of the hidjerah, Shah Rokh nominated Mirza Sunjur, another
of the sons of Peir Mahommed Jahangueir, assisted by the Ameirs
Yadgaur Shah Erlaut, Feyrouz Shah, and Alleikah, to maintain good
order and tranquillity in this quarter; with instructions, when Mirza
Keydou should present himself in conformity with his promise, to
conduct him to Herit ; otherwise, to employ the force under his au-
thority, in order to seize and bring him to court by compulsion. Shah
Rokh then broke up from his winter quarters ; and, proceeding into
K horassaun, entered the capital on the second day of Mohurrem,of the
year just mentioned.} In the early part of the former Rebbeia.} in-
telligence was received of the death, in Azerbaijaun, of Mirza Saud-e-
Wokauss, the son of Mahommed Siltan, son of Jahangueir; of whose
ill-advised and unprovoked flight from Komm, and defection to Kéra
Y dssuf, notice was formerly taken. In the mean time, the Ameirs

employed in the government of Kandahaur succeeded at last, in pre-
*® Beginning of November A. D. 1417. 1 8th of February 1418.
1 Beginning of April.
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vailing upon Mirza Keydou to accompany them o (he presence of
his uncle; and being soon afterwards, ac;:ordingly, conducted to
Heiiit, he there appears to have experienced from Shah Rokh, those
proofs of regard and indulgence, which, from his dilatory and evasive
conduct, he had possibly little reason to expect. Shortly afterwards,
information was received that the Shahs, or petty princes of Bud-
dukhshaun, were again in a state of revolt; in consequence of which,
Mirza Seyiarghetmesh was a second time dispatched to that quarter,
accompanied by some of the most distinguished Ameirs of Klioras-
sauun, together with a body of troops collected from the provinces of
Kandahaur, Bakalaun, and Arheng, in order to reduce these refrac-
tory mountain chicfs once more to their allegiance. When the
Shahzidah had, however, reached the station of Keshem, and had b=¢n
further reinforced by five thousand of tlie troops of Trausoxiana, the
son of Shah Belbé-ud-dein, the pararmmount priuce of the country, sent
his agent, Khaujah Tauje-ud-dein Hussun Attaur, one of the most
learned men of his age, to the presence of Shah Rokh, with the most
submissive professions of duty and loyalty, and a specific and formal
engagement to remit, without further failure, the stipulated tribute to
the royal exchequer. The ediation of Khaujah Hussun wasfavorably
received by Shah Rokbh, and he consented to overlook the receut
disobedience of the Buddukhshanian chiefs; whom he now reconfirm-
ed in their authority. Seyirghetmesh and the troops under his orders
were then recalled into Khorassaun.

It has been already observed, that Mirza Keydou had, to all ap-
pearauce, heen completely restored to the favor ot his royal relative.
Nevertheless, forgetful of his numerous obligations, and mindful only
of the power which he had Jost, the young prince suffered himself to
be again led astray by the counsels of the evil disposed ; and on the
night of the 19th of Rudjub,* suddenly withdrew from Herat, taking
the road towards Kandabaur. Being, however, immediately and
vigorously pursued by Mirza Baysungur, he was after sustaining
several desperate attucks on his march, at last compelled to surrender
his person to that prince, at the town of Seberz; and being secur ly
conducted back again to llerdt, he was now closely imprisoned in .

& 21st of August 141y,
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the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein. The government of the whole of the
provinces of Kandahaur, Kabil, and Gheznein, was, after this, final-
ly vested in Mirza Seydrghetmesh, at this period about twenty years
of age. N

In the course of the month of Shabaun, of what would appear to
be the eight hundred and twenty-second of the hidjerah,* according
to the statements of the Rouzut-us-suffa, Shah Rokh, led by his
ardent zeal and veneration for the family of the prophet, and for the
memory of the righteous Iinaums, was engaged in a visit of devotion
to the mausolcum of Ally Ruzza, at Mish-hed; where he now caused
a superb lamp of gold, some time since prepared by the most skilful
workmen, under his instructions, to be suspended to the dome of the
sacred shrine. On a former visit, the royal consort, Gouher-shaud Aga,
had laid the foundation of a noble mosque, by the side of the mauso-
leum; and, as it was now nearly completed, the structure was viewed
by the Shabh, with equal admiration and applause, both with respect
to the elegance of the design, and to the beauty and delicacy of the
workmanship. During his residence here, on this occasion, Shah
Rokh moreover designed, and carried into execution, the plan of a
fair palace and suite of gardens to the eastward of the town, to serve
for his accommodation during any future visit to the sepulchre of the
Imaum. He then proceeded to the neighboring city of Touss, where
he further signalized his benevolent disposition, by various acts of
charity extended to the devout mendicants, and other classes of the
poor, settled about that place: after which he took his departure for
Herht, which he reached on the first day of Ramzaun.t While Shah
Rokh was absent on this visit to the shrine of Ally Ruzza, the am-
bassadors of Khathi again made their appearance at Herdt, for the
third time since his accession, with an infinite variety of presents,
and with letters of the most friendly tendency from Dieyming Khaun,
the Chinese emperor still on the throne. The nature and objects of
this embassy have, it seems, been described at large by other authors:
it has been considered sufficient to mention, in this place, that it was
accompanied by Ardesheir Nowdei, the ambassador of Herat, who
had proceeded with the former mission on its departure for China..

® August 1419, + 20th of September 1419.:
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:.-g: ?ﬁméo Another event which has been thought worthy of record, was the
Klmlili arrival, on the 21st of the same month,*® of the daughter of Shumma-
akhbaur. . jahaun, monarch of the country of the Moghdls; whom Shah Rokh
had demanded as the bride of his son Mirza Mahommed Jouky, then
in his eighteenth year, a splendid entertainment being provided for
the reception of this princess, by the queen consort Gouher-shaud
Aga. The nuptials of the illustrious pair weresoon afterwards solemn-
ized with the usual forms, and with a magnificence proportioned
to their exalted birth. The succeeding wintert was passed by Shah
Rokh, at Baudgheiss; and it was then finally determined, as soon as
the necessary arrangements should have been completed, to carry into
execution the designs against Kira Yussuf and the Tdrkomaun
government of Azerbdijaun: which had been so long procrastinated, in
consequence alone of the ‘dcmestic troubles hitherto prevailing,

throughout the possessions of the house of Teymdr.

From the period at which the unfortunate Meiran Shah perished, in
the conflict with the troops of Kara Y dssuf, the projcct of avenging
the death of his brother had, indeed, never been totally laid aside by
Shah Rokh.* But, in the eight hundred and twenty third of the hid-
jerah, when the whole of the territory of Khorassaun, with Mazau-
deraun, Mawer-un-neher, Buddukhshaun, Kabtl, Gheznein, Seies-
taun, Kermaun, Farss, and Irik Ajem, had been entirely subjugated,
and relieved from the mischiefs of internal hostility, the Shah con-
ceived that the moment was arrived when he should retaliate the
injuries of his family: and accerdingly, having already assembled a
part of his troops, he proceeded, on the fifteenth of the month of
Shabaun of the year just mentioned,} from Herat, on his march for
Azerbdijaun.

Rouzutus-  Qp the 12th of the folowing month of Ramzaun.§ he had not yet
suffa. advanced beyond the precincts of the town of Jaum. On the 18th he
passed by the city of Neyshapir; on the 29th he arrived at Baharabad,

where he remained to celebrate the festival at the conclusion of Ram-

gaun; and on the 6th of Shavaul.]| he encamped among the mcadows

.of Kherkan. On the 10th of the same month he reached Damaghaun,

¢ _10th of October 1419. + Of 1420. t 24th of August 1420,
4 10th of September. fi 13th of October.
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in the neightiorhood of which town, several elephants were conveyed A. H. 823-824.
to his camp from the province of Mazanderaun, where it would appear A. D. 14201421,
that they had been kept for the convenience of subsistance. On the Ro::;:‘us'
14th he had continued his march to Semnaun ; and on the 20th®* he
arrived, through the defiles of Derrah-nimmek. [the salt pass,]in the
territory of Veraumin. Inthe mean time he had, at successive stages,
been joined by the several contingents from the different provinces
under his authority; so that at this period, according to a regular list
of enrolments presented by the Towatcheis, or commissaries of array,
his army, in cavalry alone, amounted to no less than two hundred
thousand men.

The pr-parations of Kéira Ydssufon the other hand, were on ascale
not less formidable and extensive; and he had already encamped, at
the head of a very numerous and well appointed force, in the neigh-
borhood of Qujaun. Such indeed was the degree of awe, with which
the nobles of'the court of Shah Rokh had been generally inspired, by
the known courage and martial skl of the warlike Tarkoman, that
many of them began to sink under discouraging speculations. Among
other reflections it did not fail to occur to them, that while the horses
of the Turkomaunian army were fresh and full of vigor, those of their
antagonists were fatigued, and exhausted, by their long and wearisome
marches from various distant quarters; and it was moreover observed,
that the winter was now close at hand. But on those who had wit-
nessed so many obstacles surmounted, and perplexities dispelled,
through the uunvarying ascendancy of Shah Rokh’s fortune, these
considerations produced but little impression. Ameir Shah Melek
had, it would appear, some time since already dispatched one of his
officers to Kara Ydssuf, toremind him in a sort of friendly way, how
carefullv it behoved the prudent man to avoid every circumstance
that had a tendency to bring reproach on, or to tarnish a well earned
fame ; but if it had already unfortunately happened that something
of the kind should have occurred on his part, it was not yet impos-
sible, by seasonable concessions, to secure the indulgence of Shah
Rokh; neither could it by any one be ascribed to him as a reproach, .
that he should have availed himself of the earliest convenient oppors.

* 27th of October.
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tunity to -accommodate his differences with so august, and magnani.
mous a monarch, as the sovereign of Khorassaun. As some repara-
tion for past injuries it was, however, an indispensable preliminary,
that the Tarkomaun should relinquish his possession of both Sil-
tauniah and Kazvein, which he now held in direct defiance of the
authority of the Shah.

Confident in the immensity of Lis resources, and in the attachment
of the neighboring powers, Kara Y assuf received this overture with
lie highest disdain; shutting up the messenger by whom it was con-
veyed in the prisons of Tebreiz, and immediately assembling the
troops from every part of the territory subject to his authority—with
the determination to contend, to the utmost extremitv, in support of
his usurpations. Apprized of this resolution, Shah Rokh, rejecting
from his mind all further earthly expedients, betook himsclfin hun:-
ble supplication to him, whose attention is never withheld trom the
prayers of the faithful, the sure hope of the distressed, earnestly 1m-
ploring his aid to bear bim triumphant, through the enterprize in
which he was engaged. Through the ag:ncy of some invisible and
mysterious power, it is said to have been announced to him, that lus
prayers were heard; and the reciters of the Korun, of whom there
were numbers in constant attendance, were in consequence immedi-
ately directed to repeat the Sourut-ul-Iateha, or chapter of victory
at the commencement of the Korin, twelve thousand times over.
Thus armed at all points, Shah Rokh dispatched Amerr Yossuf
Khaujah, with one thousand horse towards Kazvein, which was taken
possession of without diffi.ulty; the governor abandoning the place
at the approach of that officer, and retiring to Saltauniah. Ameir
Jahaun Shah, one of the sons of Kara Ydssuf, was at this crisis, in
charge of the government of Siltauniah; and no circumstance was
omitted, on his part, to provide for the resolute and effectual defence
of the city entrusted to his care, the moment he became apprized, by
the fugitives from Kazvein, that the troops of Shah Rokh were ad-
vancing in that direction.

But at the very moment that the armies of Shah Rokh were entering
Irdk Ajem, and Ameir Jahaun Shah had completed his arrangements
for the defence of Stltauniah, an express from Tebreiz arrived to ane
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nounce to the latter the death of his father, at Oujaun, on thursday
the 7th of Zilkaudah, of the eight hundred and twenty-third of the
hidjerah ;* and a messenger from Kazvein immediately afterwards
conveyed the intelligence to Shah Rokh, now encamped in the neigh.
borhood of Rey. Such is described, at the same time, to have been
the consternation into which the Tarkomans were thrown by this
event, that, although none of the Khorassaunian troops had yet shewn
themselves turther to the westward than Rey, which appears to be
at least twenty leagues from Oujaun, they instantly dispersed in ever,
dircetion; leaving, in the encampment, of the whole of that immense
army, not a single individual of the numerous train of their late pu-
issant chief, The tents of the departed monarch were rifled by a
lawless banditti; his hifeless corse was stripped of its apparel ; and
the very ears cut off, for the gold rings which were suspended to
thens. The body was, nevertheless, subsequently conveyed to Arjeis,
or Arjish. on the lake of Van, and there quietly deposited in the
s pulchre of the family.

Iu »nuscquence of these events, Mirza Baysungur was detached
i cdiate!y towards Tebreiz; while Shah Rokh in person, proposing
to take up s, s fur the winter at Kdrabaugh, directed his
march to the uor v Stitauniab, Ardebeil, and Moghaun, and
cros<sing the Araxes ou the 8th of Zilhudje, encamped at Karabaugh
on the fulloving day. ¢

In the mean time, Mirza Baysungur had entered the metropolis of
Tibreie vowards the middle of the month of Zilkaudah,} and pro-
ceeded, without delay, to exert his authority for the establishment
of a just and cquitable government ; after which, and when he had
secured the submission of Ameir Bibaj2e Gaoroudy, who had hither-
to stood on his defence, from an apprehension of punishment for his
treatment of AmeirJahaun Shah Jaukou, whom, under the authority
of Mirza Omar the son of Meiran Shah, he had cut off in retaliation
for the death of his father, the young prince hastened also to the
general wiater quarters at Khrabaugh.

We cannot omit to remark in this place, from the Ronzut-us-suff3,
the circumstance of a fourth embassy from Dieyming Khaun re-

* 13th November 1420, 4 14th December. 1 About 19th November,
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ceived, towards the commencement of the eight-hundred and twenty
fourth of the hidjerah, by Oligh beg at Samarkand, on its return.
from the presence of Shah Rokh.* This mission left Samarkand on-
its way to China, on the first day of Suffur;+ and it was accompanied:
on the present occasion, by the following individuals deputed by
the Tcheghataian priuces, and their dependents. Ameir Shaudy
Khoujah, on the part.of Shah Rokh; Siltan Ahmed, and Khaujah
Gheyauth-ud-dein Nekaush, [a painter], on that of Mirza Baysun-
gur; Ameir Hussun, and Pehlewaun Jummaul, on the part of Mirza
Ibrauhim Sdltan, from Shirauz; Ameir Erkedauk, on the part of
Mirza Seyirghetmesh, from Gheznein; Ardowaun from Ameir Shah
Melek, as prince of Khaurezm ; and lastly Khaujah Tauje-ud-dein,
from the tributary princes of Buddukhshaun. Besides these they
were attended, moreover, by a number of merchants, and other adven-
turers, from different parts of the Persian territory, desirous of em-
bracing the opportunity of the journey to China. Neither is it
uninteresting to notice the construction, about the same period, of an
observatory at Samarkand, by Mirza Oligh Beg, the most important
result of which was the formation of the Zeytch-e-jedeid-e-Goure-
kauni, or.new astronomical tables of Oligh Beg; subsequently in
general- use for their-calculations, among the Oriental astronomers.
Early. in the spring of the year eight hunidred and twenty-four, the
Shah broke up from his winter quarters at Karabaugh ; and having
recrossed the Araxes, on the 3d of the former Jummaudy,} he was
prevailed upon by the reports of the country, shortly afterwards, to
attack the fortress of Bayezzid, then in the hands of the officers of
Ameir Aspend the son of Kira Yassuf. The place, nothwitstanding.
it was furnished with every species of supply, and with stores of
every discription, in the utmost abundance, was, however, taken.
possession of, on the very day of its investiture, the 23d of the month
of Jummaudy. On the 16th of the latter month of that name,§ Shah.
Rokh encamped in the neighborhood of Arjeis, near the northern.
angle of the lake of Van ; and on the following day his standard was.

displayed in the territory of-Aukbulauk. From bence he permitted.
® This on retrospection however, must.have been that which visited Shah Rokh in the

manth, of Ramzaup, of the preceding year. .
+ 4th Febyuary 1421. + 6th of May 1421, § 17th of June, _
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the governors of the surrounding provinces, who hastened to his
presence in great numbers, during his progress through the country,
to return, loaded with favors, to their respective places of abode; after
which, he appears to have changed the direction of his march, and
proceeded towards Tebreiz. N

In the course of this march, intelligence was, however, conveyed
to him, that Eskunder and Aspend, the sons of Kira Yassuf, had
contrived to reassemble a powerful body of troops; with which they
evinced a determined design, at the first opportunity, to repossess
themselves of the metropolis of Tebreiz. In consequence of such
information, Shah Rokh conceived it expedient to return towards
Adeljouz ahd Ekhlaut, both on the lake of Van, in quest of the
enemy, who were encamped in a position between those two places.
The Tharkoman chiefs do not appear to have declined the conflict, to
which they were brought in the latter end of the month of Rudjub.*
On this occasion, apprehensive of the impression which the elephants
with the army of the Shah might produce upon their horses, the
Tarkowans are described to have formed models of clay in the shape
of that stupendous animal, cased in iron harness, before which, they
had for some time previously exercised their cavalry, in order to ac-
custom them to the sight. Be this, however, as it may, the con-
tending armics engaged for the whole of the first day, without de-
cisive advantage on either side. The cooflict of the secend day
termminated in the same manner. But on the third day, which is
stated to have been the first of Shabaun,} although the left wing of
the army of Shah Rokb is acknowledged to have been defeated by
the impetuosity of the Tirkomans, the victory was finally decided in
favor of the Shah ; principally through the address of his general the
veteran Shah Melek, who caused it to be suddenly proclaimed from
the centre, that Ameir Aspend the son of Kara Y dssuf was his pris-
oner. Panic-stricken by the report of lLis brother’s misfortune,
Eskunder and his troops almost immediately quitted the field of
battle, and were pursued with considerable slaughter by the now
victorious Shahrok hians.

On the day subsequent to that of his victory, which is represented

10 have been gained at a place called Ateshguerd, Shah Rokh resula-
* End of July. 3 3l1stof July.
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ed his march, by the way of Khoui, for Tebreiz-; where he appears-
to have arrived, without further obstacle, about the middle of the
same month of Shabaun, From Tebreiz, he proceeded some time af-

_ terwards to Kazvein, whence the Mirzas Ibrauhim Saltan, and Ris-

tum, were permitted to take their departure, the one for Shirauz,
and the other for his government of Isfahaun. On entering the
frontiers of Khorassaun, towards the beginning of Ramzaun, Shah
Melek was also permitted to take his departure, by the way of
Asterabad, for his government of Khaurezm: and on the 19th of
the succeeding month of Shavaul, of the eight hundred and twenty-
fourth of the hidjerah,* Shah Rokh returncd once more in triumph
to his capital of Herit. Shortly afterwards, the ambassadors of
Khuzzer Khaun, monarch of Dehly, made their appearance at Heiat,
with some curious and valuable presents from their master; among
these, not the least curious esteemed, was a Girgdenn, or Rhinoccros,
which excited extraordinary admiration by its prodigious strength,
and the impenetrability of its hide.

The succeeding years 825, 826, and 827, appear to have passed
away, without the occurrence of any thing of sufficicnt importance
to engage the attention of the historian ; Shah Rokh being employed,
during the whole of this period, within his province of Khorassaun,
in the tranquil pursuits of peace, and in promoting the happiness of
his people, by an impartial administration of justice, and by the
removal of every species of oppression, and violence, from the face
of the land.

During the eight hundred and twenty-eighth of the hidjerah,}
Mirza Olagh Beg, with a great army formed of the troops of his
province, was engaged in an expedition into Jettah, and Moghul-
staun ; in the course of which, he is said to have signally defeated
Sheir Mahommed Oghlan, the monarch of those countries. He then
returned to Samarkand, the metropolis of his government, from whence
he repaired shortly afierwards on -a visit to Hert; where, on the 15th
of Zithudje of the same year.} he was affectionately received by his
fatber, and such of his brothers as were on the spot.  After the resi-.

 * 16th of October, 1421. + November 1424 to Navember 1425..
1 26th of October, 1426..
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‘dence of a few days, he was accompanied on his return to Samarkand, A, H. s4.830.
by his brother Mahommed Jouky. In the former month of Rebbeia, A. D. 14211437,
of the year eight hundred and twenty-nine,* the able, just, and war- Klﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁﬂ
like Ameir Shah Melek, so often mentioned in these pages, is stated
to have withdrawn from this abode of trouble, to receive the reward
of his virtues in the mansions of eternal bliss. He died in the gov-
ernment of Khaurezm, in which he was succeeded, under the authority
of Shah Rokh, who is described to have received the intelligence of
his dissolution with the utmost concern and regret, by his son Ameir
1brauhim. The remains of the departed chief were conveyed to
Mush-hed, and there deposited in the earth close by the side of the
mausoleum of Ally Ruzza. On the 16th of Mohurrem, of the following
year [830].4 occurred also, at Gheznein, the death of Mirza Seydr-
ghetmesh, the fourth son of Shah Rokh, when he had scarcely at-
tained to his nine and twentieth year. His governments, including
those of Kandahaur, Kabil, and Gheznein, were immediately con-
ferred upon his son, Mirza Sdltan Misshoud.

In the course of the same year [830], an unfavorable turn appears
to have taken place in the affairs of Oladgh Beg, from the hostilities
whichbrokeoutbetween him and Borauk Oghlan, monarch of the Quz-
beks; whohad,ina greatmeasure, beenbrought up under his protection,
and who now evinced his ingratitude, by an unprovoked invasion of
the territory in the neighborhood of Soghnauk, or Saganac. Olégh
Beg prepared without delay to repel the aggression, dispatching, at
the same time, to advise his father of the unexpected contest in
which he was about to be engaged. Shah Rokh, with that modera-
tion which appears to have been a distinguished feature in his char-
acter, endeavoured to dissuade him from proceeding to extremity ;
nevertheless, he did not fail to send his brother Mahommed Jouky,
recently returned from Samarkand, at the head of a powerful rein-
forcement, immediately to his assistance, When that prince had
erossed the Jeyhiin, he found that his brother had already proceeded
with what troops he could collect, towards Soghnauk, with the de-
termination, at all hazards, of giving battle to his adversary; and he
therefore hastened, with all the expedition in his power, to join him

. * January 1426, + 16th of November, 1426,
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before he should have finally committed himself. In this he happi.
ly succeeded without obstacle shortly afterwards ; and the brothers
now proceeded together with united force togive battle to the Ouz.
b-k. DBut the issue was by no means such as might have been cal-
culated upon, from these favorable beginnings. The QOuzbek prince
did not decline the contlict, which terminated in a decisive and sig-
nal victory over the two brothers; who were compelled to abandon
the ficld of battle in the utmost consternation.

But, among the events which distinguished the vear 830, that which
app-ars to have excited the greatest astonishment and alarm, was the
attempt made against the life of Shah Rokh, by an obscure and des-
Pt rate assassin; which is briefly described in the following terms. On
friday the 23d of the latter month of Rebbeia,® just as the Shah
was about to quit the principal mosque of Herat, after the perfor-
mance of his devotions, a person of the name of Ahmed Lorr, after-
wards discovered to have deen the disciple of a certain Moulana Fuz-
zul-ullah of Asterabad, clad in a coarse blanket, or hair-cloth, hastily
ran up with a paper in one hand, as if in the act of demanding jus-
tice, and at the same iustant plunged his knife into the belly of the
unsuspecting monarch. The assassin was instantly put to death by
Ally Siltan Koutchin, having first obtained the concurrence of his
bleeding master; although the ends of justice would have been better
attained, if he had been suffered to survive for examination. The
Ameirs Alleikah Koukeltaush, and Feyrouz Shah, were attending on
horseback at the entrance of the mosque; and the latter being immedi-
ately called to by Shah Rokh, and hastening to the spot without
dismounting, was sufficiently astonished when he perceived what
had just taken place. . Observing, however, that the wounded mon-
arch was about to place himself in a litter, in order to return to his
palace, he ventured tossuggest that if he could possibly support the
effort, he should proceed on horseback; as the only expedient to ob-
viate the dangers that might otherwise arise, from the circulation of
uncertain and contradictory reports relative to his personal safety.
In compliance with this suggestion, weak as he found himself from

‘loss of blood, Shah Rokh immediately mounted on horseback, and

*® 20th of February, 1427,
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“proceeded through the public market places of the city, to his palace :‘l‘, f‘iigf“-
in the Baugh-e-zaughan, or raven gardens; the kettle-drums, and other K_:ll—;ti;;e.l-ul-
imperial music, being directed tostrike up with the usual majesty of  akbbaur,
effcct. Fortunately, the Shal’s wound was not of a nature to pro-
duce any serious injury, and was soon tured through the profession-
al skill and excrtions of his medical attendants; neither was the mis-
chievous attempt tollowed by any other inconvenience than the alarm
of the moment, which subsided as soon as the extent of the danger
became properly understood.

Mirza Baysungur, and the Amcirs of the court, however, regretting.
when too latc, the prompt but premature justice exccuted upon the
assassin, proceeded to investigate the circumstances connected with
this netaniocus attempt; and as Moula Maurrouf, a cclebrated copyer
of manuscripts once 1 the service of Mirza Eskunder, the son of
Ouwar Sheikh, and a certain Khaujalh Ezzed-ud-dein, had both in-
curred the suspicion of having been on terins of intimacy with the
miscreant Ahmed Lorr, the former, after having been exposed to
severe torture, was imprisoned in the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; and
the latter was dispatched to that prison, where all things are forgotten,
Public rumour having. moreover, citculated a report that the assassin
had been, on trequent occasions, favorably reccived by Ameir Seyud
Kaussem the Tebrizian, and Mirz Baysangur being, trom some con-
ceived offence, already nmically disposed towards this otherwise
respectable Sevud, he also became implicated, as iu some way or other
accessary to the plot; aud being banished from Herat through the in-
fluence of that prince, was compellcd to retire into Transoxiana.
He experienced, however, from Oliigh B: g the most kind and distin-
guished reception, on his arrival at Samarkand. We cannot, at the
saine time, omit to observe, that in the puuishment of Moulana Maur-
our, also, Mirza Baysungur did not escape tlje charge of having been
actuated by an improper motive, ot resentment tor private offence ;
the Moulana having neglected, either from accident or design, to ex-
ecute some piece of penmanship, in which he had been employed for
the prince’s collection.

As soon as he was well recovered from the effects of his wound,
Shah Rokh, on the first of Shabaun,* proceeded from Herat, on his
* 87th of May, 1427.
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A. H. 830-831. marcli into Mawur-un-neher, in order to vindicate the reputation of*
Ak&%%:m his arms from the recent discomfiture, by Borauk Oghlan and the
akhbaur, Quzbeks; who had, by this time, overspread the greater part of Tran«
soxiana with. pillage and desolation. He was followed, at a short
interval, by Mirza Baysungur; but on his arrival'at Balkh, that prince
was prevailed upon, in compliance with the advice of Otligh Beg,.
and his father’s commaands, to return to Herit; in order to secure the
tranquillity of that metropolis during the absence of the sovereign.
On the other hand, Shah Rokh, on his arrival at Samarkand ‘a short
time afterwards, delayed not to institute a severe investigation into
the causes which produced the late disgraceful failure, in the battle
with Borauk Oghlan; in consequence -of which, several Ameirs of the
hizhest rank were found guilty of misconduct, and condemned to the
discipline of the club, or bastinado; Olagh Beg himself being, for
some time, excluded from his father’s presence and favor, and deprived
of his government of Samarkand, although finally restored through
the impulse of paternal affection. In the mean time, intimidated by
the arrival of Shah Rokh and the royal armies at Samarkand, Borauk
Oghlan appears to have suddenly withdrawn his claims to the territory
of Soghnauk ; and soon afterwards, entirely quitting the province of
Mawur-un-neher, to have betaken himself to the trackless solitudes
of his own country, north of the Caspian and the sea'of Aral. In
consequence of this favorable turn in affairs, Shah Rokh, after contin-
uing a short time longer at Samarkand, set out on his return into
Khorassaun ; and by the 15th of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and
thirty first of the hidjerah,* he had again reached his palace in the

Baugh-e-zaughan, or Zoughoun, in the neighborhood of Herat.
Another year appears to have now passed without the occurrence
of any very remarkable event, since the author brings us at-once to
the eight hundred and thirty second of the hidjerah; in the course of
which, by the reports which were conveyed to him, of the renewed
encroachments of Ameir Eskunder the son of Kéra Ydssuf, who had
recovered possession of Stltauniah, Shah Rokh was, in a manner,
constrained to undertake another expedition into AzerbAijaun. On
the 5th day of Rudjub, of the year just mentioned,t we accordingly

®- 4thr of November 1427, 1 9th-of April 1426,
4
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And that lie quitted Herat, at the head of his army, on his march to-.
wards that province. In the territory of Rey he was joiped, as for-
merly, by his son Ibrauhim Saltan from Shirauz, and by Mirza Ris-
tum from Isfabaun, each with the troops of his government respec-
tively; as well as by the several chiefs of the adjoining provinces of
Irak Ajem and Azerbdijaun, who still adhered to their allegiance.
From Rey he proceeded now to Sultauniah, under the walls of which
he appeared on the 21st of the month of Ramzaun:* the officer in
eommand on the part of Ameir Eskunder having, however, thought
it prudent to abanden the place on his approach.

Havim‘emained at Siltauniah to celebrate the festival of the new
moon of Shavaul,t Shah Rokh proceeded next by the tomb of Abd
A\ b the Ansaur,and Sbumb-e-Ghazan, to Khoui or Khoi,and finally
to Selmauss ; where, after a tremendous conflict of two days, and not-
withstanding the most heroic exertions acknowledged on all hands
to have been displayed on the part of Ameir Eskunder, he succeeded,
at last, in totally defeating the Tirkomauns with immense slaughter.
Such indeed, according to the report of Muulana Sherf-ud-dein Ally
of Yezd, the well known author of the Zuffur-namah, who was pre-
sent in the battle in the train of Ibrauhim Stltan from Shirauz, whose
distinguished valour had in an eminent degree contributed to the vic-
tory—such;we say,are described to have been the extraordinary proofs
of courage, intrepidity,and perseverance, exhibited by the Tarkomaun
chiets and their followers, on this sanguinary occasion, that he should
not have believed the fact but from the evidence of his own senses.

When, at all events,this splendid and hard-earned victory had been
effectually secured to the arms of Shah Rokh, his son Mahommed
Jouky was di-patched in pursuit of the flying Tdrkomauns; but
although that prince is described to have followed them all the way
to the plains of Moush, and the neighborhood of Erzeroum, such was
the rapidity of their flight, that all exertions te overtake the enemy
proved-unavailing. The prince therefore returned to join his father;
who, on the 6th of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and thirty third
of the hidjerah,} broke up from lis camp near Selmauss, and proceeded

from. thence towards the celebrated fortress of Alanjek. Instead of;
¢ 23d of Jume, 1 3d of July, * 4th of October 1429,
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setting him at defiance, the officers of Eskunder the Tarkoman n
possession of the place, embraced the more prudent expedient of pur-

* chasing his forbearance by a suitable present; which, immediately on

his arrival, with many protestations of humble respect, they took care
to offer to the acceptance of the Shah. Satisfied with these concessi-
ons, Shah Rokh, without further molestation, drew off from before
Alanjek, and continued his march towards the winter quarters of
Kérabaugh ; which he app-ars to have reached on the 19th of the
following month of Suffur.* Shortly afterwards, Ameir Abd Sheid,
another of the sons of Kiira Yssuf, who appears to have left a most
numerous progeny, hastened to the presence oi' Shah Rok* whom
he was most favorably received, and finally invested with the noble
government of Azerbaijaun and all its dependencies.  For this dis-
tinction, he was evidently more indebted to the singular prowess of
his trihe exhibited in the battle of Selmauss, and to the policy of plas
cing him in opposition to his warlike brothers, thau to any particular
inclination to encourage iiis pretensions to power,

Shah Rokh continued at Karabaugh, ou this occasion, for the whole
of the winter, and part of the tollowing spring.  On the 11th of the
month of Shabaun,t however, he put his troops again in motiou irom
that place, and, crossing the Araxes on the day tollowing, proceeded
on his return into Kliorassaun. Ou the 17th of Ramzaun.} he en-
camped at Stltauniah ; where be remained to the conclusion of that
month of mortification and abstivence.  Duiing the succeeding
month of Shavaul, the Mirzas Ibrauhim Siltan, and Ristum, toge-
ther with the subordinate chiefs of Iiak Ajem, who hiad accompanied
the royal armies on the recent service, were again permitted to return
to their respective governments : after which, Shah Rokh resumed
his march, and finally reached one of his gardens in the neighborhood
of the capital ot Herar, on the 8th of Moburrem of the eight hundred
and thirty-fourth of the hidjerah.§

It appears that during the absence of Shah Rokh in Azerbiijaun
on this occasion, the Ouzbeks had availed themselves of the oppor-

‘tunity to enter the province of Khaurezm; where they obtained con-

® 16th of November, + 4th of May 1430, 1 8th of June,
§ 25th of September 1430,
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siderable advantages over the troops of Ameir Ibrauhim, the son of
Shah Melek. Having completely over-run and plundered it, they
however, shortly afierwards, evacuated the province; those who
remained behind being either dispersed, or cut to picces, by the rein-
forcemeuts dispatched from Khorassaun to the assistance of the
government. Among the occurrences of the year eight hundred and
thirty-three, it may not be impertiaent to record, from the Rouzut-
us-suffa, the death at Neyshapar, of the princess Saltan Bukht Be-
gum, the daughter of Teymdr.

The yegar cight huadred and thirty-four* does not seem to have
produc y event, of sufficient importance to arrest the attention
of the hi®forian; and he accordingly trausfers us, without ceremony, to
the eight hundred and thirty-fitth of the hidjerah. In the month of
Suffur of the latter yeart we find Mirza Baysungur, accompanied
by some of the most respectable Nobles, and a numerous escort,
proceeding by direction of his father to pass the winterat Asterabad.
In the mean time, it was announced that Eskunder the Tdrkomaun
had again led his troops into Azerbinjaun, where he had put todeath
his brother Abda Sieid; at the conclusion of the winter, however,
Mirza Baysungur returned to [Terht.  In the course of the eight hun-
dred and thirty-sixth of the hidjerab, Yaur Ally, the son of Ameir Es-
kunder the Tirkomaun, thought fit to withdraw from the court of his
father, and to claim the protection of Ameir Khaleilullah, the reign-
ing prince of Shirvaun, who had succeeded to Lis father Sheikh Ibrau-
him, under the sanction of Shah Rokh. The prince of Shirvaun
conccived it, however, advisalle to transfer the fugitive, in bonds, to
the court of llerat; from whence, although for some time treated
with kindness and hospitality by Shah Rokh, he was finally rem- ved
under close restraint to Samarkand.

Ou the 7th of the former Jummaudy of the eight hundred and thir-
ty-seventh of the hidjerah,* it becomes necessary to record the
death of Mirza Baysungur, the son of Shah Rokh, at the age of
seven and thirty years and four months. He was buried with ex-
traordinary funeral pomp in the college of the princess Gouhershaud.

® Comumencing 18th September 1430. + October 1431. )
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Aga ; and the concourse of the people of Herat, who attended on ths
occasion, is described to have been so great, that the whole of the
road from the Baugh-e-seffeid, or white garden, where he died, to the
place of interment in the city, was on both sides entirely lined by the
multitude. He perished thus in the prime of life, although in other
respects a prince of singular merit and endowments, from habits of
excessive drinking; in which he appears to have been confirmed by a
prediction of bis astrologers, that he wasnot destined,at all events, to
out-live the age of forty. The Persian characters of the sentence,
““Bauda be jahaun omar drauz ¢ pudderum—""in English,l&on this

earth be the life of my father——numerically applied, exhibi tly the
year of his death, 837. He left three sons, Mirza Rokk®ud-dein
Alla-ud.doulah, Mirza Siitan Mahommed, and Mirza Abil Kaussem
Bauber, each of whom, at subsequent periods, attained to sovereign
power. In the mean time, the dignities and appointments of the fa.
ther -were bestowed, by Shah Rokh, upon Alla-ud-doulah, the eldest
of the three; the two younger brothers being otherwise liberally pro-
vided for by the royal bounty.

In the early part of the following year, intelligence teached Herit
that, having succeeded in establishing his authority over Azerbaijaun
and Arran, [the territory between the Karr and Araxes], Eskunder
the Tarkomaun was now preparing to extend his usurpations over the
neighboring province of Shirvaun. On the 2ad of the latter Rebbeia,
of the eight hundred and thirty eighth of the hidjerah,* therefore,
Shah Rokh, at the head of a numerous army, was again constrained to
bend his course in that direction. By the time, however, that he had
conducted his troops to Rey, the season was so far advanced, that he
found it necessary to take up his quarters in that neighborhood for
the winter. Ameir Eskunder, on the other hand, receiving intelli-
gence of the approach of his imperial antagonist, thought it prudent,
‘once more, to retire from the prov:nce; while bis brother Ameir Ja-
haun Shah, another still of the sons of Kira Yassuf, repaired to the
presence of Shah Rokh, by whom he was received with very distin-
guished kindness. During the period in which he was, on this occa-

sion, detained in the neighborhood of Rey, Shah Rokh was destined
* 4th of November 1434,
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to experience another severe stroke of domestic affliction, in the loss A. H. a3s.840.

of his son Mirza Ibraubim Siltan, who died at Shirauz, on the fourth A_P- 14311436,

of Shavaul, of the year 838.* The vice-royalty of Farss and Shirauz
was immediately conferred, by his grandfather, upon Mirza Abdullah,
the eldest son of the departed prince, as yet in his childhood; and the
executive government was for the present, therefore, entrusted to the
management of Sheikh Moheb. ud-dein Abdlkheyr. The memory of
Mirza Ibraubiin is also consecrated in the esteem of the orientals, for
the general benevolence of his disposition, as well as for his liberal
patronage of genius and science; and it is, perhaps, of some importance
to reco*at it was under the auspicious encouragement of this en-
lightene®prince, that Moulana Sherf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian, was
enabled to complete his ¢laborate work, the Zuffur-nimah—a perform-
ance which is extolled, by the author ot the Rouzut-us-suffi, as infin-
itely surpassing any thing that had then appeared in the world iu the
department of history.

In the course of the year eight hundred and thirty eight, the city
of Herat was afflicted by a dreadful epidemical, or pestilential disor-
der, which swept off the inhabitants in the most alarming numbers.
The disorder appears to have commenced with fever and ague, was
accompanied by an eruption on the limbs, about the size of a small
pea, and geuerally proved fatal to the patient in two days.t The
mortality was so great, that in the town and neighborhood, not less
than ten thousand persons were calculated to have perished in a day;
and an officer, stationed at one of the gates of the city, is said to have
counted tour thousand biers carried through in the course of the day,
exclusive of the bodies that were simply borne on men’s backs, with-
out any other funeral habiliments than the garb in which they expi-
red. This distemper continued to rage for part of three months; since
it is said to have broke out when the sun was in the middle of Pisces,
and continued for some time after it had entered Taurus.}

Towards the conclusion of spring, Shah Rokh broke up from his
winter quarters at Rey, proceeding by the route of Kazvein, Stltaun-
iah, Zenjaun, and Qujaun, to Tebreiz; where he passed the hot season

* 2d of May 1435. + If this was not the small pox, it was something very like it:
1 Part of February, March, and April, 1435.
VOoL. III, 4B

Kholausset-ul-
akhbaur.



A. H‘ ms
A.D 1436

Kholausset-ul

akhbaur,

554

and the month of June. On the approach of the following winten,
however, he crossed the Araxes, and put. his troops into quarters at
Karabaugh. In the mean time, shahzidah. Mahommed Jouky was
employed, in conformity with his father’s instructions, in tracing the
fhght of Eskunder, the Tirkoman chief; but, having folowed the
enemy as far as Erzenjaun, without obtaining-any material intelli-

-gence of the direction ot his retreat, it was.thought advisable 10 aban-

don the puisuit; and the prince accordingly rejoined the main body
of the army at Karabaugh. Another winter was now brought to a
conclusion, and Shah Rokh, on the 11th of Shavaul of the eight hun-
dred and thirty ninth of the hidjerah,* again quitted his ?mments
at Kéarabaugh, and proceeded to Oujaun; where he invested Ameir
Jahaun Shah the son of Kéra Ydssuf, with the important government
of Azerbaijaun, for which he had conterded at the risk of so many
tremendous conflicts. He then continued his march for Khorassaun,
and arrived in his capital of Herat, on the 2d of the latter Rebbeia
of the eight hundred and fortieth of the hidjerah;t having been absent,
on this occasion, for the period of two lunar years precisely.

For several vears subsequent to the period just mentioned, the at-
tention of-this prudent and respectable monarch was studiously de-
voted to cultivate the arts of peace; and to comsolidate the welfare
and prosperity of his people, without quitting the boundaries of his
favorite province of Khorassaun. In the mean time, to diversify in
some degree, perhaps, the tedious umformity of the narration, the
historian digresses for a momgnt to relate, on. what he alleges to be the
authority of some most-intimate friends, that Ameir Eskunder the
son of Khara Yissut, had ason of the name of Kobaud, and a favorite
concubine on. whom he doted, whose name was Leyli. With this

* lady, in defiance of the ties.of nature and of filial duty, and led by the

impulse ot a blind und impetuous passion, theson suffered himself to
engage in a libvdinous, and unwarrantable elandestine intercourse.

: The moment, however, it-was ascertained that Shuh Rokh was actu-

ally on his returu into Khorassaun from his last expedition, Eskunder

< hastened to Alanjek, where it -uppears that hic family had been lodged

for security during his receat retreat from the province ; and, finding
* 27th of April 1436, + 13th of October 1436,
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that Kobaud and Leyli had both concurred with others, in sending
out the presents which had been laid before the Shah, when, on the
occasion recently noticed, he appeared in that vicinity, he could not
forbear betraying some symptoms of ill.humour, and even to menace
the lives of those who had thus, unintentionally, provoked his displea-
sure, All this was immediately ascribed, by the misgivings of con-
scious guilt, to some intelligence obtained of the improper intercourse
which subsisted between the lovers; and they determined, without
delay, on a plan to destroy the object of their apprehensions. Ac-
cordingly one night, when Eskunder, in a state of intoxication, had
retired wosleep on the terrace, or flat roof of his palace, Leyli, contrary
to the usual precaution, designedly omitted to draw up the stair-
ladder, and her guilty paramour was thus enabled to ascend without
alarm or obstacle. Muking directly for his father’s couch, the villain
struck at him with his drawn dagger; when, starting from his sleep,
and little suspecting the hand by which he was assailed, the unhappy
prince called out upon Kobaud, by name, for assistance., The atroci-
ous parricide instantly plunged his murderous knife into the bosom of
the immediate author of his being, and thus attained the climax of
human guilt. And this was the fate of the intrepid Eskunder; who
had escaped the obvious perils of many a sanguinary conflict, in the
ficld of battle, to perish at last, like too many others, by the foul and
detestable malice of domestic treason.

The narrative now proceeds to state, that Melek Ashruf, the Stltan
of Egvpt and Syria, dying much about the same period, the principal
officers of his court placed the diadem of that monarchy, with the title
of Melek-uz-zauher, [the victorious], on the brows of Tchekmauk
Beg, or Bey, who had previously discharged the functions ot Meir
Aukhour, or master of the horse, to the deceased monarch. When
yet a subordinate officer, this Tchekmauk Beg® bad, it seems, fancied
in a dream, that Shah Rokh had taken him by the waist, and seated
him on the throne of sovereign power; and he had, from that moment,
.determined within himself, whenever the golden hopes thus awakened
should be realized, to establish an intercourse of friendship with that

* This might be literally transiated * Captain Flint,”
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illustrious prince. Accordingly, as soon as his dream of glory had
been substantially fulfilled through the exertions of his fellow chiefs,
he dispatched his ambassador Tchetchek Bouka, to announce the
desire which he cherished, to enter into the most friendly correspon-
dence with the court of Shah Rokh; and the envoy, thus accredited,
appeared at Herdt, some time in the course of the eight hundred and
forty third of the hidjerah.®* His reception was in every respect
favorable and distinguished ; being, under the particular instr ~tions
of the monarch, most splendidly entertained, in their turn, by thewhole
of the shahzidahs and principal courtiers. Five manuscript works
beautifully executed for the purpose, and which had been applied for
by Saltan Tchekmauk, were among the presents prepared to be con-
veyed by the Ambassador for his master: and in the Rouzut-us-suffi
we find them mentioned in detail as follows: 1. Taweilaut-e-hadjut,
e-ahul-e-s@innut-wo-jammayet, or explanations of the arzuments. or
doctrines of the orthodox, and congregational sect, by Sheikh Aha
Munsour. 2. Tefseir-e-kabeir, or greater commentary, on the Xoran,
by Imaum Fakher-ud-dein Rauzy. 3. Sherreh Telkheiss-e-jammia,
or paraphruse on the ahstract of the collection, ¢" "~aditional doctrines
possibly, by Khoujah Missioud of Bokhir. 4. Sherreh Keshauf,
or clear explanation, by Moulana Alli-ud-do. (ah Pebelewaun, [ath-
letes]. 5. Rouzah-der Mizhcebb-e-Shaffai, or flowery treatise on the
tenets of the sect of Shaffii. These were, as it would be further un-
necessary to explain, all devoted to Theological subjects, on which
the Sdltan of Egypt was probably anxious to obtain instruction.

The Ambassador of Egypt was conducted to his audience of leave,
on the 18th of the month of Rudjub;+ and received on his dismis-
sion, for himself, a present of fifty thousand dinaurs in specic,} and
one thousand dinaurs for each of his fifty attendants.§ He was accom-
panied by Moulana Hussaum-ud-dein Mibaurek Shah, Purwantchi,
or clerk of the patent office, as ambassador on the part of Shah Rokh;
and he requested on his departure, as he alleged in obedience to the
instructions of his master, that he might be permitted on his journey -
homewards, to visit the four fine cities of Shirauz, lsfahaun, Yezd,

® Commencing 13th of June A. D, 1439. 1+ 24th Pecember 1439,
t About £23000 at the lowest computation, § £408, Gs. 8d,
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and Kashaun ; a request in which he was very readily indulged, the A.H. 843845,
governors of those cities being charged to decorate them in the most A.-D 1439 1442,
splendid manner for his reception, and to furnish between them the m:it;:f;:ul'
further sum of one hundred thousand dinaurs, to defray his expences.
The five manuscripts were, however, as we gather from the Rouzut-
us-sufl}, particulaily entrusted to the care of the ambassador of Per-
sia ; and as he happened to die previous to his arrival in Egypt, the
charge de volved to his son, by whom they were finally delivered to
the Sdaltan.

The evening of the third day of Shabaun,* gave birth to Mirza
Sdaltan lbraubim the son of Shahzadah Alld-ud-doulah, and it is
something curious that the letters of the sentence, ¢ Shub-e-seium-
uz-Shabaun,” the evening of the third of Shabaun, should furnish
exactly the date 843. In the course of the same year, Shah Rokh
feund it expedient to divest Mirza Stltan Missdoud the son of Sey-
Orghermeth, of the government of Kabil, transferring it, however, to
the brother of the deera=d vnuee. Mirza Karatchaur, Under the
eizht hundred and forty.: urth of the L:ljerab, is recorded the death
¢ ameir Alli-ud-deiu @ skeh Reag-housh, after having surpassed
ine advanced age of ninety years, Jnder the same year, we also
find included the death of tie princess Melket Aga, the widow of
J.nar Sheikh, but subsequently the wite of Shah Rokh, and by him
the mother of Sevurghetmesh, She was buried under the great dome
of the college of Balkh, founded at her expence. Towards the com-
mencement of the following year, the eight hundred and forty-fifth
of the hidjerab,t Mirza Abdullitteif the son of Olagh Beg, who,
from eatlicst infancy, had been brought up under the eye ot his in-
dulgent grandfather, taking offence at the partiality shewn for Mirza
Alla-ud-doulah, the son of Baysungur, by the queen consort Gou-
hershaud Aga, withdrew, in displeasure, to his father’s court at Sa-
markand. But, as Shah Rokh betrayed the utmost disquietude and
vexation of mind at the absenee of his grandson, Gouhcrshaud her-
self, in order to remove his uneasiness, determioed to undertake the
Jeurney into Transoxiana in person, in order to bring back the truant
@rince. She was met at some distance from Samarkand, and conducted .

* 8Lh of Jaauary 1440, 1+ Commencing 21st of May 1441,
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into that metropolis, with every mark of filial respect and tenderness,
by Oligh Beg. When she had remained for some days at Samarkand,
to partake in the attentions of filial affection, Abdullitteif consented
at last, to accompany his grandmother on herreturn into Khorassaun;
and they accordingly arrived together at Herat, on the 4th of Shavaul,
of the year eight hundred and forty.five.® '

Early in the followibg year, the eight hundred and forty-sixth of
the hidjerah.t on intelligence that Melck Keyomirss, the chief of
Rastumdaur, had withdrawn from his allegiance, and even com-
menced hostilities, by dispatching a force to attempt the reduction of
Rey and its dependencies, Shah Rokh, at the head of his troops, pro-
ceeded immediately to that quarter. When he had, however, prose-
cuted his march to the westward of Neyshapir, messenger upon mes«
senger, from Keyomarss, arrived to deprecate the wrath of the offended
monarch, and to propose the most abject terms of submission; which
were, in short, finally accepted on the part of Shah Rokh. In the
mean time, a question had been agitated, in a council of his ministers
and principal officers, by Shah Rokl, as to the arrangement best calcu-
lated to piomote the permanent security of his possessions in Irak
Ajem ; and it had been determined that one of the princes of the
blood royal, should be selected to take charge of that troublesome
and important government. Ameir Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz Shah,
‘who had, at this crisis,established an almost unhounded influence over
the affairs of the monarchy, embraced the ocpportunity to communi-
‘cate that, a short time before, a certain Sheikh Beha-ud-dein Omar,
on his-return fromm Hejauz, happening to sleep near the sepulchre of
Sheikh Ahmed Ghazauly, at Kazvein, that venerated persbnage had
‘appeared to him in adream, and announced that the saints, or spirits
in the abodes of the blessed, had nominated Mirza Saltan Ahmed,
or rather Mahommed, the son of Mirza Baysungur, to the govern-
ment of Irak. To this iutimation, on the part of his sagacious min«
jster, Shah Rokh yielded an attentive ear; and Mirza Siltan Mahom-
‘med was accordingly dismissed with a competent force, and the usual
insignia of authority, to possess himsclf of the government of Stltau-
wiah, Kazvein,and Rey. The ShabhzAdah bastened witiicut delay, to

¢ -44th of -February 1442, + Cowmeuncing 11th of May 1142,
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earry into execution the objects of his appointment; and in the course A. H. 846.

of a short time, he succeeded in reducing to their obedience the re-
fractory chiefs of the surrounding territory, who had possibly availed
themselves, as usual, of the relaxation of the regular authority, to in-
dulge in speculations of ambition and independence. Nevertheless,
before he had been for a period of any duration in possession of his pow-
er, Mirza Siltan Mahommed, as itis alieged, in direct defiance of his
instructions, proceeded to appropriate to himselt the revenues of seve-
ral of the adjoimng districts, and to betray similar designs of ind:« pen-
d-ntauthority. In consequence of this, his government was, some
time afterwards, abridged to that of Kazvein and Saltauniah alone,with
an interdiction from extending his interterence any turther. Having,
how: ver, brousht the dispute with Keyomarss, to asatisfactory ter-
mination, Shah Rokh returned without turther contingency to his .
capital of Herat.

The infirmities of age had, probably by this time, prodaced their
ordinary effect in diminishing the activity, and impairing the mental
energies of Shah Rokh; since we find it here remarked, that the pre-
dominauce of the minister Feyrouz Shah, and his intrusive interfer-
ence in every branch of governmeunt, had now surpassed all bounds
of moderation—no ofticer or agent of any description, of his appoint-
meni, being removable by any other authority than his own. And
although the usurpation was not less obvious, than obnoxious to his
sovereign, yet no other individual ot the fitst class of nobility, being
equally habituated, or iudeed qualified, to direct the complicated
movowments of the machine of government, he conceived it expedient
to dissemble his displeasure, and to connive at the presumption of his
minister.  Under these circumstances, it happened that Seyud Em-
maud-ud dein Mahmoud, a w:an adorned by every virtuous and every
polite accomplishment, and whose father, Zey ne-ul-aubbedein, had,
for many years. discharged the duties of the Vizzaurug, under the
authority of the invincible Teymdr, should have advanced, in the
course of the eight hundred and torty.sixth of the hidjcrah, so consi-
derably ia the favor of Shah Rokh, as to awaken the utmost degree
of jealousy amoug the members of the court. It was by this ignoble
motuve actuated that Feyrouz Shah, in order to temove this respect-.
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Sevud out of the way, invested him with a commission to adjust some
affairs in the province of Balkh; of which, in spite of all he could
urge to decline it, and of his sovereign’s acknowledged wish that he
should be promoted to some appointment of superior trust and dignity,
he was constrained to accept.

Seynd Emmaud-ud-dein proceeded accordingly to Balkh; and it
happened, moreover, in the course of the same year, that Mirza Ma-
hommed Jouky should also have taken up his winter quarters in that
city. From his communication with the inhabitants, however, it
soon became known to that prince, that the agents of Feyronz Shah
had established so uncontrolable an ascerdancy over the whole
province, that a just proportion of the revenues could seldom, if ever,
be conveyed to the treasury of the state; and that the individual ex-
ertions of Emmaud-ud-dein could, therefore, but little avail to rectify
the evil. A royal mandate was, by some means or other, accordingly
procured, directing the Seyud, under the superintendance of Mahom-
med Jouky, immediately to make up a full account of the revenucs
of the province for the last three vears; it being, at the same time,
notorious that the prince was already grievously offended with the
conduct of Ameir Feyrouz Shah. In the mean time, information was
received from Irhk, that Mirza Sdltan Mahommed had levied the
most oppressive exactions upon the districts of his tenure, and
that the inhabitants were grievously persecuted by his lieutenants,
and their subordinate agents. As a mark ot his displeasure, a man-
date was therefore issued, by Shah Rokh, to declare that the goveru-
ments of Sdltauniah, and Kazvein, were of themselves more than
amply sufficient, to defray the expences of any establishment that
could be necessary for the support of his station, whether in point of
splendor or authority; and to caution him, very significantly, against
interfering in any shape, with the districts beyond the limits of those
particular governments. Shums-ud-dein Mahommed, a Bokhirian,
was dispatched, at the same time, to take charge of the districts thus
withdrawn from the jurisdiction of Stltan Mahommed. On the
death of Khaujah Moazz-ud-dein Melek the Semnaunian at Shir-
auz, much about the same crisis, the government of that city, and of
all Fars, was conferred by the authority of Shah Rokh, upon Sheikh
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Mohebb-ud-dein Abilkheyre, notwithstanding some recent heavy
complaints against his conduct.

The narrative now conveys us to the eight hundred and forty eighth
of the hidjerah,® in the course of which  Shah Rokh was destined to
suffer under the attack of some severe and dangerous malady, which
appeared, for some time, to baffle the skill of his physicians. While
the danger of the monarch kept the hearts of all men in a state of
suspense and alarm, Baha-ud-dein Sheikh Omar, who had recently
returned from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, one friday as he was coming
from his devotions, proceeded to visit the suffering prince; who had
not opened his hips for a period of three days and as many nights
successivelv, lle, however, saluted the pious Sheikh, the moment
he was announced ; and the latter in returning the salute, raised his
hands to heaven to supplicate for his restoration to health, The
monarch then besought the Sheikh, with his benediction, to bestow
upon him sowme article from about his person; on which he immedi-
ately took the destaur, or turban, from his head, and laid it before the
Shah. Thatsame day the complaint took a favorable turn, and, shortly
afterwards, was entirely removed. In consequence of this, a canopy,
or pall, of the richest materials, and the most elaborate workmanship,
was directed, by the Shah, to be prepared for the temple at Mekkah;
and when finished, was conveyed, in charge of Sheikh Nir-ud-dein
Mabommed ul Mirshedy, and Moulana Shums-ud-dein Mahommed
of Lbher, by the route of Egypt, to that sacred sanctuary of their
faith. The two agents were enabled to discharge their mission to
the general satisfaction; and, having laid the canopy over the dome of
the Kaaubah, at a subsequent period returned safe to lerat. Dur-
ing the same year occurred the death, under the displeasure of his
sovereign, of the minister Feyrouz Shah; who, notwithstanding his
unrestrainable ambition, is yet acknowledged to have been a just,
benevolent, and virtuous nobleman, and a most liberal patron of genius
and learning. The §48th of the hidjerah proved also fatal to Mirza
‘Mahommed Jouky, the fifth son of Shah Rokh; who, pursued by the
jealousy and uucourteous treatment of the queen-consort Goubher-

shaud Aga, whose influence was exclusively directed to promote the
* Commencing 19th of April A. D, 1444,
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A.H,848-849. interests of his nephews, Alli.ud-doulah and Abdullitteif, who had'
A-D. 1444 1445, 0,0 passed his time in mortification and disappointment, and who ter-
Khﬂ:‘;,?::"" minated his earthly career about this period, at the town of Serkhess,
His death occasioned the deepest concern to his now aged father, and
his body was conveyed to Herit; where it was committed to the
grave, by the side of his brother Baysungur. According to the author
of the Rouzut-us.suffa, Mirza Mahommed Jouky was a prince of the
most exalted magnanimity, courage, and prudence, and in every res-
pect eminently qualified to bave shed, had he survived, the brightest.

lustre on the throne of Persia.

It appears, that soon after Mirza Sdltan Mahommed the son of -
Baysungur had been placed by his grandfather, at the suggestion of
the minister Feyrouz Shah, as recently described, in the vice-royalty
of part of the territory of Irak Ajem, a numerous concourse of adven-
turers from various parts of the empire resorted to his court; and they
were entertained by the shahzhdah, with a liberality, that in a short
time exhausted his means, and rendered his expenditure far beyund
the receipts of his treasury. In these circumstances, reports were
circulated, perhaps studiously, in liak, of the illness and reduced
state of Shah Rokh; many of the turbulent and disaffected persuading
the prince, that his grandfather was no longer able to move from his
capital. Hence, Mirza Stltan Mahommed was easily led to concrive
it a favorable opportunity, to possess himnself of the rich and noble
governments of Istahaun, and Shirauz. Accordingly, some time du.
ring the eight hundred and forty ninth of the hidjerah,* he suddenly
appeared before Isfahaun, of which he made hmself master without
great difficulty ; seizing, and throwing into prison Ameir Saudut the
son of KhAwend Shah, and nephew of the late minister Feyrouz Shah,
who had succeeded to the governinent, on the death of Mirza Réstum.
Having taken the necessary precautiogs-to provide for the security
of this importaut acquisition, and 'by. various methods made a prodie
gious accumulation of treasure, the shahzddah proceeded towards Shir-
auz. [hat city had, however, been timelv secured against him, by
Mirza Abdullah, the son of the late Mirza lbrauhim Silian ; who pre-
pared to defend his post with reselution, and dispatched the earliest.

intelligence to Herét, to announce his danger.
* Commencing 8tk of April 1445,.
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In consequence of this information, some time during the eight
bundred and fiftieth year of the hidjerah,* Shab Rokh, in spite of the
accumulating infirmities of age and declining health, felt himself
equally impelled, by the desire of vindicating his authority, and by the
importunities of his consort Gouher-shaud Begum, to march once
more into Irik Ajem, confiding the government of his capital to his
grandson Alli-ud-doulah, the eldest son of Mirza Baysungur. When,
by the usual route of Neyshaplr and Semnaun, he had conducted his
troops again to the neighberhood of Rey, it was found advisable to
dispatch the Ameirs Saltan Shah Berlas, Sheikh Abalfuzzul the son
of Alleikah Koukeltaush, and Mahommed the son of Feyrouz Shah,
in advance of the main body of the army. On the other hand it ap-
pears, that as soon as he became apprized of the approach of his grand-
father, Mirza Saltan Mahommed abandoned, without hesitation, his
projects of independent power; and with a few of his followers retired
in haste, from before Shirauz, into the province of Lurrestaun. The
retreat of lis grandson seems to have rendered the presence of Shah
Rokh no longer necessary in that quarter; and, accordingly, after
having proceeded great part of the way towards Shirauz, he returned
to take up his abode for a short time at Isfahaun. While he remained
in that city, he gave orders for the arrest of many of the Seyuds and
native chiefsof the province ; who had imprudently espoused the cause
of Stiltan Mahommed, and were many of them now made to expiate their
offence, under the arm of the executioner. This was about the mid-
dle of the month of Ramzaun.¥ Among those implicated in the charge
of embracing the interests of Mirza Siltan Mahommed, on this oc-
casion, we find the name of Moulana Shurf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian,
the eloquent, and, as he is here termed, the veracious author of the
Zuffur-nAmah. He was, however, preserved from the punishment
inflicted on the associates of his indiscretion, by the interference and
address of Mirza Abdulldtteif; through whase contrivance. he was
removed to Herat.

In the mean time, Shah Rokh returned to the neghborhood of Rey,
where he proposed to pass the winter. Towards the conclusion of

ahat season, he dispatched the Ameirs Stltan Shah Berlas, Sheikh
¢ Commencing 28th of March 1448, + Beginning of December 1446,
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Abblfuzzul, and Ahmed the son of Feyrouz Shah, again, either by faie-
means, or by compulsion, to bring the refractory Mirza Stltan Ma-
hommed to his presence. Of these, by some happier effort, the Ameir
Sheikh Abdlfuzzul obtained the start, in conveying himself to the re-
sidence of the shahzidah; whom, by wholesome counsels, and argu.
ments convincing to the understanding, he finally reconciled to the
prudent alternative of returningto his allegiance, and, by his future
dutiful behavior, to make every reparation for the past. But, in the
midst of these conciliatory arrangements, an event occurred, which,
however naturally to be expected, does not yet appear to have seri-
ously entered the contemplation of the numerous individuals so deeply
interested in the result.

During the period in which he continued encamped in the neigh-
borhood of Rey, Shah Rokh had nccasionally complained of a disorder
inhis bowels, and of a general debility of constitution. But, on sunday
morning the 25th of Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and fiftieth of the
hidjerah,* having taken a laxative medicine, and mounting his mule
to go on a visit of devotion, to the tombs of some of the departed
Sheikhs in the fortress of Teberrek, or Tebarek, some distance to the
north-east of Rey, he had not proceeded far on his way, when the
animal on which he rode became restive, and he found himself con-
strained, from excess of weakness, to take to his litter. At thesame
time, the complaint in his bowels increasing to a violent degree, the
Shah and his attendants were compelled to return without delay ;
but, before he could again reach the imperial pavilion, this respectable
and august monarch had resigned his soul to the mercy of his Creator.
He bhad attained to the age of sixty-nine years, four months, and
twenty-four days, and had governed with paramount sway over the
dominions of the Persian empire, reckoning from the death of his
father, for a period of forty-two years, and twenty-four days; not
includitg the period of seven years, during which he had previously
presided over the province of Khorassaun, as his father’s lieutenant.
He appears, from the events of his reign, to have been a monarch of
singulargood senseand moderation, and his government, if we set aside

the circumstances under which he was, on some occasions, compelled
® 13th of March 1447,
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to draw the sword against the ambitious projects of his own relatives,
must be acknowledged to exhibit a period of enviable prosperity and
substantial glory. Extending over the greater part of the ancient
Persian monarchy, his authority was obeyed, either immediately, or
through the agency of his sons, nephews, or grandsons, through the
vast territory included between the mountains of Irak Ajem, and the
Indus, east and west, the Karr, the Caspian, and the Seyhdn, north,
and the province of Mekraun, and the Arabian sea, or sea of Omman,
on the south. A glance at the map of Asia will at once convey to
the eye of the reader the extensive outline of this spacious domain;
but almost immediately on his demise, as must generally be the case
where the will of the monarch is the law of the land, this noble fabric
fell to pieces, at the baneful touch of domestic dissention, and the
rival ambition of contending fathers, sons, and brothers—the blessed
and uniform result of the absurd system of polygamy.*

* Of the fortuitous policy which has for ages governed, and still continues to weigh
down thie destiny of the Persian Empire, so eminently calculated, by the advantages of an
auspicious climate, and by the genius and manly spirit of the natives, to rank with the most
powerful and illustrious countries on earth, the reader will find ample testimony in ¢ The

History of Persia,” recently published by Sir John Malcolm; a work which reflects no
less credit on the ability and practical attasinments of the author, than on the application

which, amidst the oflicial duties of many very troublesome and arduous missions, could :

command suflicient leisure for the prosecution of so elaborate a performance.
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ﬁ- }I') 113;’27 HEN the death of Shah Rokh became, on the dav following,

Kbolusseral. generally known in the encampment, the greatest disorder and

akhbaur,  consternation immediately ensued. At the desire -of the ‘princess

Goubhershaud, however, Mirza Abdulldtteif the'son of ‘Qligh Beg,

hastened without delay, from his station in the right wing, in order

to provide, as far as possible, for the general security, but, more parti-

cularly, to preserve subordination in the army. Mirza Béber, on the

other hand, the son of Mirza Baysungur, accompanied by Khaleil

Stiltan, the son of Mahommed, son of Jahangueir, who was the

grandson of Shah Rokh, by one:of his daughters, took the road to-

wards Khorassaun ; the troops under the orders of these two princes,

at the same time, plundering the Bazars «of the encampment, and

seizing for themselves every thing they could Tay hands on. Three

days subsequent to his dissolution, the remains of the departed mon-

arch were placed on a litter, and conducted, together with the main

body of the army, on the way to Herht. But, in the course of the

march, a seditious faction among the Ameirs having persuaded Mirza

Abdulldtteif, that Gouhershaud, and the Terkhaunian chiefs, were

hatching some treacherous design, the Shahzadah, being already

aware of the partiality of that princess towards Alli-ud-doulah, was

easily led to give way to the impression. In some of the districts

between Rey and Semnaun, he proceeded therefore to plunder the

baggage of his widowed grandmother, and of her suspected accom-

plices the Terkhaunian Ameirs; at the same time, scizing the person

of every individual, of whose intentions he did not feel himself per-
{fectly-secure,

This -cbnoxious measure was carried into execution on the last

-day of Zilhudje ;® but what created universal surprise, was the ex-
® 17th of March, 1447,
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treme barbarityrexhibited, on this occasion,on the part of Abdullitteif, A. H. 850.851.
towards the widowed Gouher-shaud ; whom he so entirely bereaved A D 1447 .
of her property, that he left her not the meanest quadruped, to convey K';‘L'ﬁﬂ;;?_"“‘
her on her melancholy journey to Herat. In consequence ot this.
unmanly treatment, she was constrained, when the army resuned its-
march, to accompany the army on foot, with an ordinary linnen scarf.
thrown over her head, and a statf in her hand; until a servant of one
of the Ameirs of the hostile tribe of Berlas, taking cormpassion on her
forlorn and hapless destiny, who but four days before had commanded:
mitlions, seated her on his own horse, and thus enabled her to proceed.

Abdullitteit appeared shortly afterwards before the gates of Dama-
ghaun, which had been-closed against him by the person in command.
The place was, however, immediat:ly attacked and carried by assault,
and given up to be plundered by the soldiery. From thence he has-
tened to Bostaum ; and there he first received intelligence that his
kinsman Mirza Béiber, on the invitation of Ameir Hinddkah Kou-
keltaush, the governor of Jirjaun, had proceeded to that place, and
already assumed the sceptre of royalty. Continuing his march to
Subbuzwaur, Mirza Abdullatteif was next informed that Ameir
Saltan Shah Berlaus, and his associates employed.to bring Mirza
Saltan Mahommed to a sene of his duty, were on their return ; but
that one ot them, Nizam-ud dein Ahmed the son of Feyrouz Shah,
had proceeded by the route of Tersheiz, dircctly tor Herat. From
Subbuzwaur, Abdulldtteif now made the best of his way to Neysha-
pir ; where he became finally apprized that his other kinsman Alla«
ud-doulah, the son of Baysungui, had thrown open the gates of the
royal treasury at Herat, and that a division of the troops, among whom
he had distributed its contents, were already at Mash-hed, prepared
to oppose the attempts of all those who were hostile to his claims on
the sovereign power..

In fact; it-appears that having received early intelligence of the
death of his grandtather, Alla-ud-doulah had ascended the throne of
Khorassaun at- Herfit, towards the commencement of the month of
Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and fifty-first of the hidjerah ;* rec-

koning upon the ynresisting submission of the brothers, and propos.
® Latter end of March, 1447,

-
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his uncle Oligh Beg, the legitimate heir to his father’s power, at Sa-
markand. But, he no sooner became apprized of the barbarous treat-
ment to which the dowager Gouhershaud had been exposed, on the
part of Abdullatteif, than he determined on immediate hostilities
against that prince : and Mirza Salah the son of Mirza Peir Mahome-
med, the Shirauzian, together with the Ameirs Weiss and Ahmed
Terkhaunians, at the head of a chosen bady of troops, was in conse-
quence dispatched to Mish-hed, to obstruct the dcsigns in that quar-
ter. Receiving, on their arrival at that place. intelligence of the
remissness and unprovided posture of the troops of Abdulldtteif,
these chiefs immediately determined on an attempt to surprise his
camp; and making a forced march, on the night of sunday the 13th
of Siffur,* completely succeeded in their design. The princess
Gouhershaud was instantly set at liberty, by the Terkhaunian Ameirs
of her party, by whom she was securely conducted to the outskirts
of the encampment; where they drew up their followers without
delay, and struck up their music to redouble the alarin. Mirza
Abdullatteif, who, to this moment, had remained immersed in sleep,
and unconcern, was at last awakened by the unusua! uproar, and
hastened, as far as possible under such circumstances of confusion, to
rally his troops for batile; but, his horse dropping down dead in the
conflict which ensued, he became a prisoner in the hands of the
assailants, who proceeded to pillage his camp without further resis-
tance.

Thus far successful, Mirza Salah, and the Terkhaunian Ameirs,
escorting the litter of Gouhershaud, and the remains ot the departed
Shah Rokh, returned towards Herat. At the town of Jaum, they
were met by Alli-ud-doulah; who had proceeded so far to do honor
to the widow of his grandfather, whose body he ther:ce conducted in
solemn state to the metropolis of his dominions. The remains of
the departed monarch were soon afterwards deposited, with all the
customary solemnities, in the Gimbez, or mausoleum, of Gouher-
shaud at tlert, already dedicated to the repose of his son the late
Mirza Baysungur ; although at a subsequent period, the body of the

* 20th of April 1447,
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Shah was again removed by Oligh Beg,and buried by the side of Tey- A. H.850-851.
mur,at Samarkand. In the mean time, Mirza Abdullatteif was impris- A D 1447 .
oned in the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein ; from whence, however, he Kl:cﬂ;:::::m'
was not long afterwards released, in consequence of a treaty conclu-
ded between his father Oldgh Beg, and Alla-ud-doulah, the former
prince having crossed the Oxus and advanced to Balkh, with the
design, if it had vot been otherwise ordained, of taking possession
of Khorassaun. By this treaty, the government of that great pro-
vince appcars, however, to have been formally ceded to Allh-ud-
doulah, in cousideratson of the immediate enlargement of Abdullat-
teif, who was invested with that of Balkh the moment he joined his
father.

Nevertheless, in consoquénce of a refusal, on his part, to discharge
some of the followers of Abdullatteif, who had been taken during
the disgraceful rout near Neyshapir, the unwarrantable detention of
a stipulated share of the trcasures of Shah Rokh, which he had faith-
fully promised to convey to his uncle, and, more immediately, to
chastise the enormities commiiting by his troops at Sheberghaun and
Endekhoud, hostilities soon broke out afresh with Alla-ud-doulah;
in the course of which the latter was totally defeated, in a battle®
near the river Marghaub, by Oligh Beg in person, and compelled to
withdraw from Khorassaun, the capital of which, shortly afterwards,
subwmitted to the conqueror., But Oligh Beg had no sooner returned
to the provinces beyond the Jeyhiin, than the metropolis of Herat
fell into the hands of the younger brother, Mirza Abilkaussem Baber,
who hestowed the district of Toun, by way of perpetual jagueir, for
the maintenance of the extruded Alld-ud-doulah; although, at the
suggestion of the evil-disposed, he was not long afterwards induced
to withdraw this bounty, and to place the person of his brother under
restraint. Alla-ud-doulah contrived yet, notwithstanding, to effect
his escape from confinement into the province of Ghour, and pro-

* We cannot omit to remark, that the father of Meirkhond, the author of the Rouzut-us-
suffd, was in the train of Sheikh Omur, a devout personage of Khorassaun employed on
this occasion, by Alld ud-doulah, to intercede for an accommodation with Olagh Beg; but

the battle had taken place before the mission could reach the camp of that monarch, betweea
Senjaub, and a small station called Tertaub, or Ternaub.

YOL. XII. 4 D
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ceeding thence through Seiestaun, finally conveyed himselfinto Irik
Ajem ; from whence, at a remoter period, he accompanied his other
brother Mirza Siltan Mahommed, on his. successful expedition into
Khorassaun.

But it would indeed be an endless task, were we to pursue the
almost interminable detail of those distractions, with which the fran-
tic ambition of the rival branches of the family of Teymir continued
long to agitate, and harass, these beautiful but devoted regions. We
shall therefore hastily pass to the concluding events of the government
of Oligh Beg; whose name will always claim the attention of the
oriental reader, from his reputed eminent attainments in science, and.
more particularly in, that of astronomy.

Unfortunately, these latter were deeply tainted with the absurd
speculations of judicial astrology, in the course of which, in casting
the nativity of his son Abdullitteif, he had, it seems, discovered that
he was destined to experience some fatal inyury from tne hands of
that prince ; and he had been confirmed in this notion by the repeat-
ed declaration of Moulana Mahommed Ardestauny, the verv wonder
of the age in the mysteries of that occult art. Hence the conduct
of Oligh Beg, towards Abdulltteif, was distinguished ever afterwards
by an unchanging course ot unkindness and discouragement ; and all
his favors were reserved for the yonnger brother, Abdulazziz. Oun the
other hand, Abdullitteif was sufficiently sensible to the effects of
this partiality, although probably not aware of the source; and the
seeds of disgust thus mutually implanted were forced to early ma-
turity, in the bosom of Abdullitteif, by some recent instances of in-
justice, on the part of the father, subsequent to the battle of Tertaub,
the glory of which he s-emed disposed to ascribe to the exertions of
Ahdulazziz. Having found it expedient to abandon Herdt, at the
approach of his kinsman Baber, Abdullitteif ventured to suspend his
retreat at Balkh, and there he finally determined on hostilities against
his futher; to which he was more immediately impelled by the dis-
covery, among the papers of Meiran Shah, another of the race of
Tevmir 'who had just fallen in conflict with him, a letter from
Oligh Beg, urging him to attack the government of his son. On
this, the first step of Abdullatteif was to destroy the chests of Tum.
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ghais, or charters, issued by his father, to the different retainers pos- A.H.851.853.
gibly; after which he assembled his troops, resolving, sword in hand, l:h':l)T:::_:';rm
to justify his unnatural revolt at the hazard of existence. akhbaur.

At a piece of intelligence calculated, in ordinary circumstances, to
awaken considerable alarm, Oldgh Beg on his part exhibited some
symptoms of impatience and agitation ; and, having left Abdulazziz to
take care of Samarkand, he hastened without delayat the head of a nu-
merous army, to the banks of the Jeyhtin, AbdJulldtteif being already
on the spot to oppose his passage over that river. And in this atti-
tude, the father and son continued opposed to each other for some
time ; while their troops occasionally crossed above and below, and
engaged in frequent partial conflicts, in which the advantage is alleg-
ed to have beeun, invariably, on the side of Abdullutteif. However,
aftermany dayshad been consumed in thesefruitlessand unavailing hos-
tilities, information was received from Samarkand that Abdulazziz
had but ill executed the trust reposed in him ; and that he had dared
to stretch his sacrilegious hands against the families of the absent
Ameirs, and other subjects of his father’s government. In conse-
quence of this,and in the hopeof restraining him from these unsanctified
violations, Oligh Beg dispatched to admonish him against his un-
warrantable conduct, without, however, producing the slightest effect.
The nobles of his court, therefore, driven to extremity by such un-
controlable insolence, on the part of the son, prepared, without further
ceremony, to seize the person of the father, in order to deliver him up
to Abdullitteif; when, at this very crisis, an event occurred which,
fertile as the period was in examples of treason and ingratitude, does
not yet seem to have been contemplated without considerable sur-
prise.

Mirza Sdltan Abd Saeid,* the son of Stltan Mahommed, son of
Meiran Shah, although he had passed the greater part of his life in
subordinate attendance on the court of Oldgh Beg, had, however, not
the less continued to cherish in his bosom the hope of independent
power, whenever an opportunity should offer to gratify his ambition;
and the moment 1n which the father and son were thus opposed to each

® We are to bear in mind that this was the lineal ancestor of the Hindustauny brauch
of the Louse of Teymr,
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other in mortal hostility, was that which "he considered favorable
to the attainment of his object. Having, therefore, prevailed upon
the tribe of Arghin to support him, he boldly unmasked his designs,
and marched immediately to Samarkand. As the greater part of the
troops of the province had proceeded to the scene of operations on the
banks of the Jeyhiin, Abdulazziz was destitute of the means of oppos-
ing bim in the field, and was necessarily constrained to shut himselfup
behind the walls of the metropolis. Information of the daiger was,
however, instantly conveyed to Oligh Beg; who, in the midst of lis
astonishment at an attack so little expected, returned without a mo-
ment’s delay to the relief of his capital—Sdltan Abd Sac1d withdraw-
ing at his approach for the present, and retiring to the terntory of his
allies of the Moghtl tribe of Arghiin. But the absence of Olagh Begon
this occasion atforded, on the other hand, to Abdullitteif, the uppor-
tunity, of which he immediately availed himsclf, to cross the Oxus
with his whole force, which he now led on the direct road to Sa-
markand,

At the village of Dameshk, on the way to that metropolis from
the Oxus, he was opposed by his father, but with a pusillammity
which little corresponds with what we may have been hitherto dis-
posed to conceive of the character of Oligh 2eg: since, in the con-
fhict which took place on this occasion, althcugh posted on . hill
which overlooked the field ot battle, and doubtless'beyond tiie reach
of danger, he prematurely turned his back on the combatants, and
ignominiously fled towards Samarkand,before any decision could have
been yet formed of the issue ofthe day. At that place, he was des-
tined to experience a further act of treacherous ingratitude as little
expected as any former one, for Meiran Shah Koutchein, whom, from
the dust, he had raised to the government of his capital, now perfi-
diocusly closed the gates against bim, and denied admission on any
terms. The unhappy monarch was, therefore, constrained to direct
his flight, in the utmost incertitude, towards Shahrokhiah on the Sey-
hiin. Here also, receiving intimation that Ibrauhim, the governor of
the place, entertained disioyal designs against his person, his resis
dence became unsafe; and he returned again, for the last time, to
Samarkand. Arnived in his capital, now in possession of Abdullitteif,
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lie obtained an interview with that rebellious son ; at which some A. H. 833,

circumstances occurred, ofa nature so strange and unprecedented,
that the aurhors from whom we derive the information declare them-
selves, from shame and indignation, utterly incapable of putting them
upon record  In conclusion, a person of*the name of Abbas, whose
father had been on some former occasion put to death by an order from
Oligh Beg,and known to be suborned by Abdullitteif, now presented
himself to the pageant whom, in conformitywith the policy of Tey-
mir, they had raised to the titular dignity of Khaun, and on his knees
demauded retribution on the destroyer of his father. Under such
circumstances a mandate wasissued, in the name of this titularKhaun,
directing that the charge should be submitted to the usual course of
investigation : and a Fetwa, or judicial decree, was accordingly drawn
up under the authority of all the ulema of Samarkand, declaring that
Olngh Beg was clearly obnoxious to the law of retaliation. On the
basis of this harsh and arbitrary sentence, Abdullitteif committed his
unhappy father to the disposal of Ameir Hadjy Mahommed Khossrou,
for the purpose, as he effected to allcge, of conducting him to Mek-
kah ; and he accordingly quitted Samarkand the same day, about the
hour of evening prayer.

The author of the Rouzut-us-sufl enables us further to state, that
he heard the same Hadjy Manommed with his own lips describe
the sequel of this four transaction, in the following terms. On the
evening on which he quitted Samarkand as the conductor of Oligh
Beg, the latter appeared to urge the course of his horse, in a manner
that bespoke extraordinary satisfaction at his deliverance, conversing
as he went along, with an air of perfect indifference, with the com-
panion of his journey. When, however, they had proceeded but a
short distance from the city, a person from behind suddenly pulled
the narrator by the slic ve; on which looking back, he observed that
it was a man of the tribe of Seldiz, whom he recollected as having
familiar access to the presence of Abdulllitteif, and he demanded with
some surprise, if all was well! The man replied, that by an order
from the Khaun, it was intimated that Oldgh Beg should suspend his
journey on some convenient and habitable spot, until such an cquip-
2ge, and such requisites for his journey. should be provided as were
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not only suitable to his rank, but satisfactory in the eyes of the world,
The Hadjy briefly rejoined, that to hear, was sufficient to command

:obedience. Oliagh Beg then ventured to enquire what was the sub-

ject of this man’s communication; and being apprized, said not a word
more, but appeared to sink at once under the weight of his appre-
hensions. At no great distance from the spot, there stood a small
village, at which they dismounted from their horses, and prepared to
pass the night; and, as the evening proved rather cold, Oligh Beg
desired the attendants to make up a fire before him, at which they
might, at the same time, proceed to cook their frugal meal. While
they were thus employed, a spark entered the mantle which the
prince had thrown round his shoulders, and set it on fire; which,
however, he easily extinguished with his own hands, only exclaim-
ing, with some degree of vexation, that even the elements seemcd
aware of the wretchedness to which he was reduced.

In this state of alarming suspense, Hadjy Mahommed further alle-
ged that Oldgh Beg no longer attempted to concea! the strong feclings
of perturbation, by which his mind was disquieted; one while intreat-
ing to be informed of the fate of Abdullazziz, and another piteously
demanding whether any orders had yet been received as to his own
execution. Under such circumstances, the minister of veageance
suddenly entered, in the person of Abbas above described, accompa-
nied by another individual. The moment his eye fell upon Abbas,
the unhappy prince started from his seat, and with his fist struck him
a violent blow on the breast; on which the attendant instautly tore
off the leathern doublet in which his victim was clad, while Abbas
withdrew to bring a cord. In the mean time, Iladjy Mahommed
bolted the door of the apartment; the wretched object of all this vio-
lence raising loud and lamentable cries for assistance. Abbas soon
returned, and leading the poor prince out of the chamber, seated
him down on aspot near which they had planted a blasing torch, or
flambeap. Hadjy Mahommed and his companions seized the oppor-
tunity to slip off, while the villain Abbas, with a single stroke of his
scimitar, bestowed the honors of martyrdom upon him, whom the
author now ventures todesignate, the just, the learned, the munificent,

.and the virtuous OlGgh Beg. Hadjy Mahommed then returned to
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Samarkand, where Abdullitteif had already put his brother Abdul-
azziz to death, three days previous to the assasination of his unhappy
father. The date of this latter event is precisely exhibited in the
phrase, Abbas kosht—Abbas kill-d; the Persian characters of which,
numerically applied, form together the total 853, being the year of the
hidjerah 1n which the murder was perpetrated, corresponding with the
year of Christ 1449, some time in the month of November.

The unfeeling paricide was, however, not permitted long to enjoy
his ill-acquired power: for althouzh possessed of many generous qua-
lities, and of considerable acuteness of uaderstanding, yet an infl2x-
ible severity of temper, and an extraordinary quick-sightednessin the
detection of guilt, led him in all his proceedings to award his punish-
ments,in a proportion far beyond the magnitudeof theoffence. Heuce,
it is alleged, that a conspiracy was early tormed against his life, hy a
combination among the servaunts of Olagh Brg, and of his murdered
brother, Ahdulazziz. From the period of his father’s assassination, he
is also said to have had perpetually in his mouth, the couplet ascribe
ed, by Nizammi, to Sheirdiah, the murderer of Khossrou Parveiz ;
« the parricide is unworthy of the throne—Yet should he be permit-
ted to attdin it, let not his power exceed the period of six months.”
Accordingly, on the evening of the 26th of the former Rebbeia of the
eight hundred and fifty tourth of the hiudjerah,® just six months after
the consummation of his crime, as this tyrant polluted with a father’s
blood was returning, heedless of his destiny, trom the Baugh-e- chunaur
into Samarkand, one of the conspirators, from the post where they
had lodged themselves for the execution of their design, discharged
an arrow, which transfixed him through the body; and his attendants
immediately dispersing in dismay, the whole approached without
obstacle, and striking off his head, proceeded to suspemd it from the
principal arch, 1 the front of the college of Oligh Beg. The name
of the couspirator, by whose hand this act of retributive justice was
inflicted on Abdulldtteif; happened to be Bhba Hisseyne; aud it is
further-singular, that the characters in the sentence, ¢ Biba Hisseyne
kosht,” Bana Huisseyne killed him, ¢ comprehend also the date of.

this catastrophe—554-
® 8th of May 1450.
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A.H.854855. Immediately on the death of AbdullGtteif, the nobles, and higher

A.D. 14601451 classes of inhabitants at Samarkand, concurred in raising Mirza Ab-

Kh:r&::ﬁ::“l' dullah the Shirauzian, the son of Mirza Ibrauhim Sdltan, to the spe-
cious honors of an uasubstantial sovereignty. Mirza Sdltan Abd
Steid, however, who had effected his escape from imprisonment and
fled to Bokhéara, towards the close of the ephemeral reign of Abdul-
latteif, no sooner became apprized of the recent events, than he secured
Bokhara for himself, and marched directly for Samarkand. Mirza
Abdullah, at the head of his adherents, hastened to give him battle;
and victory declaring for the troops of Samarkand, Sultan Abd Sieid
was once more compelled to retire into tke countries beyond the
Sevhin: where he continued, for some time, to wander from place to
place without any settled habitation, until, towards the commence-
ment of the eight hundred and fitty fifth of the hidjerali,* he contrived
to possess himself of the fortress of Yassy. Without the smallest
delay, a body of troops was dispatched by Mirza Abdullah, in order
to reduce that place; but it proved so well prepared for defence, that
they returned, soon afterwards, ignominiously repulsed to Samarkand.
Abdullah now threw open the gates of his treasury, and proceeded,
by a lavish distribution of its contents, to lure to his standard a more
numerous force, and to set on foot the most formidable equipments;
in order effectually to crush the ambitious desigus of Mirza Siltan
Abi Saeid. The latter, whom our authorities concur in distinzuish-
ing, henceforth, by the title of Stltan Saeid, the august Sdlan, ap-
prized of these alarmiug preparations, immediately dispatched, in
conformity with the advice of the Ameirs of his party, to solicit the
aid of Abitlkheyre Khaun, monarch of the Ouzbeks; who very cheer-
fully complied with the request, marching without hesitation, in
person, to his support. Forming a junction soon afterwards, the two
princes proceeded with united force immediately towards Samarkand;
and it is gravely alleged that the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, on this oc«
casion, finding that his people suffered grievously from the excessive
drought and heat of the weather, had recourse to the mysterious vir-
tues of the Juddah-taush, in consequence of which, an abundant fall
of rain was immediately obtained, together with a milder temperature

of sky.
y s Commencing 2d of February A, D, 1451,
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Receiving information of the approach of the allied monarchs, Mirza :-% '13255;
Abdullah on his part, at the head of a poweriul army, advanced with KWEE:&
becoming resolution to oppose them; and towards the latter part of  akhbaur,
the former Jummaudy, of the eight hundred and fiftv fiith of the hid-
jerah,* at a village called Shirauz, at thé distance of four farsangs, or
about fourteen miles, from Samarkand, the hostile armies came to a
couflict. In this, the troops of Mirza Abdullah were totally defeated ;
and that prince, having been overtaken in his flight from the field of
battle, was immediately dispatched to pursue his course of ambition
in another world. In the mean time, well knowing the enormities
to which the inhabitants would be exposed, were the Ouzbeks once
to obtain possession of Samarkand, Sdltan Abd Séeid, resolved, if
possible, to avert that worst of mischiefs; and having, by sume means
or other, contrived, accordingly, to amuse the Quzbek chiefs, he rode
alone to the gates of the city, and announcing himself to the guards,
galled upon them to give him instant admission, if they desired to
preserve the town from the outrages of the Quzbeks. The people
immediately threw open the gate, and the Stltan entering, proceeded
without delay, to secure the walls and towers against attack. Per.
suasive and conciliatory messages were then employed, to soothe the
disappointment of Abillkheyre, who, to his no small surprise, found
the entrance into the city thus barred against him. He was, however,
by suitable presents to himself and to his subordinate chiefs, at last
prevailed upon to withdraw into his own country; thus happily re-
lieving the perple of Samarkand from the rapacious volence, to which
they would otherwise have been exposed, from these ferocious and.
sanguinary tribes.

In a tormer part of his summary the author has noticed, that Mirza.
Alla-ud-doulah, after having once more obtained possession of Herat,
learning, however, that his brother, Abllkaussem Biber was ap-
proaching, again abandoned that city, and retired towards Balkh,
where a considerable number of men immediately flocked to his stand-
ard. But Mirza Baber also approaching to the same quarter at the
beud of his army, on intelligence of his proceedings, Alla-ud-doulah
conceived the force at his disposal, inadequate to any purpose ofi

® End of June 1461, .
¥OL, III. 4 E
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effectual resistance, and withdrew with some precipitation, into the
mouatains of Buddukhshaun. Thither, in spite of every obstacle
of snowy weather, and the severity of a rigorous wiater, he was pur-

‘sued by his more fortunate brother, and bis force entirely broken and

dispersed. Upon this, returning to Balkh, Mirza Baber bestowed the
government of that province, together with Kéndez and Baklawn, upon
Ameir Peir Derwaish Hazauraspy, and his brother Ameir Ally, each
of them equally distinguished for integrity of mind, and hberality of
disposition. From Balkh, Mirza Baber now proceeded to Herat;
where he was immediately destined to witness another of those ex-
amples of perfidy and ingratitude, which so frequently stain the pages
of oriental history.

When he recently took his departure for Balkh, he had entrusted
the government of the important castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, to one
of his officers of the name of Aweiss Beg; who had, as it would ap-
pear, scarcely taken charge of his trust, before he determined to betray
it. Easily impelled by the fumes of a distempered ambition to aim
at independent -power, without calculating the hazard of failure, this
man raslily proceeded to fortity his post, and to maintain it against
all attempts to reduce him to his duty; neither could he be prevailed
upon to abandon his design, although well assured of the return of his
prince, and that he was actually lodged in the Baugh-e-seffeid, or
white gardens, in the neighborhood of Hert. At the same time, the
defences of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein were of a description so formidable, as
to occasion some embarrassment in determining on the plan of attack ;
but that which was not te be effected without extreme difficulty,
through the application of mere force, was accomplished with perfect
facility, through the exertions of a little ordinary addresson the part
of Mirza Baber. A confidental person was emploved by the latter
0 acquaint Aweiss, that without putting him to the inconvenience
and hazard of quitting his post, the prince would himself repair to a
particular spot within the range of the works, to held a conference
with him. Mirza Baber accordingly entered the city one evening,
and, having senta band of music and singers to lead the way, directed
a division of tried soldiers to follow towards the gate ot the castle, at
aconvenient distance behind. Postingthemselves before the principal
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.

entrance, the party in advance, as they were instructed to do, pro- a. H. 855.
claimed aloud, that the Mirza was arrived; on which A weiss, without A 1. 1451,

the smallest hesitation, passed the wicket, and presented himself,
unattended, without the gate, in order, as he supposed, to receive the
prince. He was, however, instantly attacked by one of the party;
but him he killed with his dirk, and threw headlong into the ditch
of the place. Nevertheless, before he could regain the gateway, the
remainder of the party rushed forward and dispatched him on the
spot; and a tew days afterwards, the place was surrendered without
further trouble, to Mirza Béaher, by the brother of the rebel.

Not long afterwards, one of the domestics of Alla-ud-doulah came
to apprize Baber that his master was in the neighborhood, and that
he actuully lay concealed in the quarter of the washermen, a su-
burb ot the city so called ; on which a party was sent in search of
hun, and he was finally discovered and again conveved to his prison.

Towards the conclusion of the eight hundred and fifty -fifth of the
hidjerah, Mirza Saltan Mabommed the son of Baysungur, quitted
Shirauz, for the last ume, on his march towards .Khorassaun ; his
brother Baber being at this period in winter quarters at Bostaum.
On iutelligence, however, of the hostile designs of Stltan Mahom-
med, Mirza Baber resolved to try the effect of an accommodation ;
and tor that purpose, Khaujah Moulana, the Sheikh-ul isslaum, or
patriarch ot the true faith, who had recently repaired to his court
from Samarkand, was dispatched by him to the camp of his brother,
now advanced to the neighborhood of Istabaun. Through the zeal
and exertion of this Sheikh, a treaty was at length concluded between
the brothers; by which it was agreed upon that some inconsiderable
districts of the province ot Khorassaun should be definitively trans-
firred to the government ot I'ak Ajem, and that in all the countries
subject to the authority of Mirza Baber, the Khotbah and Sikkah, or
regalities ot the mosque and mint, should he regulated in the name
of Siltan Muhommed. Coufiding in the validity of this treaty, Mir-
za Baber quitted Bostaum on the return of the negociator; and he
was proceeding into Muzanderaun, when overtaken on the road

by repeated expresses with information that, in contempt of his .

Tecent engagements, Mirza Saltan Mahommed had given him the
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slip, and conducted his army, by Bostaum and Damaghaun, imme.
diately to Esferbein, which appears to lay about midway between
Asterabad and Mush hed. This piece of intelligence preduced for
a moment considerable surprise and uneasiness, on the part of Mirza
Baber; but recovering from his embarrassment, he finally determined,
with such u force as he could immediately collect, to lecave the forests
of Mazanderaun, and hasten with all the expedition in his power, to
give battle to his perfidious brother.

At the station of Tchunaweran, on the road from Asterabad to
Esferdein, whither Soltan Mahommed had hastened with an equal
‘resolution to bring their claims to the decision of the sword, the
rival brothers came to a conflict; in the course of which, betrayed
by Abd Sdeid Mcirum, one of his principal officers, who went over
about the commencement of the action, to Mirza Biber, and appriz-

-ed himn that it was the intention of his brother to break through the

centre of his army, Mirza Sdltan Mahommed was taken prisoner in
leading his troops directly to the charge; the Khorassaunians opening
systematically to receive him, and then closing their ranks again to
cut him off from his followers. The captive Saltan, at the early age
of four and thirty, was immediately put to death by the di.ection of
Baber ; and one brother having been thus effectually disposed of, it
was determined to obviate all firther attempts on the part of Alla-
ud-doulah, the other, mow also a prisoner in the camp of the con-

-queror, by an order to deprive him of sight. Softened, however, by

a sentiment of compassion, those entrusted with the performance of
this operation, only passed the searing instrument across the evelids,
which their prisoner was, at the same time, instructed to close as
firmly as possible; so that the pupil of tie eye escaped without
injury, and it 18 probable that we shallagain hear of Alli-ud-doulah,

Having obtained this decisive victory over his brother, Mirza Ba-
ber, instead of proceeding into lrak by the ordinary route of Rey,
determined, with the advice of his couucil, to conduct his troops
by that of Tersheiz and Toun, immediately to Shirauz. However
this may have been, after experiencing considerable difficulty in ob-
taining supplies for his followers, he contrived to reach Yezd; where
he was joined by the Ameirs Nizam-ud-dein Ahmed, and Sdltan
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Hisseyne the sons of Feyrouz Shah, by Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir
Abmed of Khowauf, al:d others of the principal officers of the late
Mirza Stitan Mahommed ; and, soon afterwards, he proceeded to Shi-
rauz. When he had continucd at that metropolis for a period of
four months, intelligence was conveyed to him that the troops of
Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkomaun, the son of Kira Yassuf, had
captured Sawah, which was considered as the key of Ithk Ajem on
that side, and that they were now pressing the siege of Koumm.
Leaving therefore Mirza Sunjur as his lieutenant in the government
of Shirauz, Baber took his departure for Irak ; but, finding on his
march that his brother Alla-ud-doulah, after effecting his escape
from Mash-hed to the country of Fariaub, had obtained the assistance
of Ameir Yadgaur Shah, the chief of the tribe of Erlaut, to reduce
the city of Balkh, and that he was at this moment spreading disaf-
fection and disorder throughout Khorassaun, évery other considera-
tion was abandoncd as of little importance, when the security of that
great province was at stake, Accordingly, on the sixteenth of Rud-
inh. of the vear eizht hundred and fifty-six,* turning off from the
Kousti k-c-zerd, or vell.w kiosk, Mirza Baber proceeded immedi-
ately towa' s Yezd, where he arrived on the 22d of the same month.
After consigning the government of that place to Mirza Khaleil Sil-
tan the son of Mahommed Jahangueir, he continued his march
thence, and on the twelfth o; the succeeding month of Shabaun,t
reached the metropolis of Herat without obstacle; the exertions of
Ameir Peir "erwnish 'Hazauraspy, and of the other Ameirs of Khor-
assaun, having been sufficient to repel the attempts of Alla-ud-doulah,
previous to his arrival.

Mirza Baber now resigned himself, without restraint, to his plea«
sures; to which he appears, on all occassions, to have been sufficiently
devoted. In the midst of th2se, he was, however, some time in the
eight hundred and fifty seventh of the hidjerah,$ a little disturbed by
the sudden arrival of Mirza Sunjur, and the other officers whom he had
left for the security of Shirauz and the other governments of Fars; who

bad been expellcd from the whole of that province, as well as from
® 2d of August 1452, + 28tk of August,
3 Commencing the 11th of January 1453,
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Irék, by the Térkomauns. On the 17th of the former Rebbeia, of
the same year, we find recorded the death of the venerable Sheikh
Baha-ud-dein Omar, whichis more particulafly noticed here, because
it is mentioned that Seyud Khhwend Shah, the father of the author
of the Rouzut-us-suffa, by command of Mirza Baber, presided at.his
funeral.

Towards the middle part of the vear eight hundred and fifty seven,
the summer of the christian era, 1453, ever memorable for the capture
of Constantinople by Mahommed the 11d, having completed his pre-
parations, Mirza Baber determined once more to attempt the subjuga-
tion of [rak Ajem, and avenge himself effectvally upon Ameir Jahaun
Shah, and the Karakdynld, or black-wether Tirkomauns. On the
21st of the month of Rudjub,* at the head of a powerful ariny, he
accordingly quitted Heriat, on his march for Asterabad; but on his
arrival at Ghuzzelniauje, a dependency on Jennoushaun, or Khabou-
shaun, he became apprized, on the information of one the doinestics
of Mirza Khaleil Stltan, whom he had entrusted with the govern-
ment of Yezd, that his master with other evil disposed persons had
entered into a conspiracy hostile to his authority, and an inquiry
became immediately necessary to examine into the facts of the accu-
sation. Enough was discovered to establish the guilt of the Shah-
zidah, and he was without further ceremony dispatched to explore
the regious .of another world. Having passed the month ot Ramzaun
at Ghuzzulniauje, Mirza Baber then put his troops again in motion
about the beginning of Shavaul.t and on the 15th of Zilkaudah,} his
camp was formed in the neighborhood of Asterabad. lle returned
however, to pass the winter at Jarjaun, where it will be remembered
that he commenced his career of independence.

But, towards the close of winter, a dispatch from Balkh announced
to him the more serious intelligence that Saltan Sacid had crossed the
Jeyhiin ; and, sfter having deteated and killed Ameir Peir Derwaish,
and his brother Ally, in a batile which they had hazarded to oppose
him, that he was now euncamped before that ancient city.  The ex-
pedition into Irdk Ajem was, therefore, unavoidably deferted to a mnure
convenient opportunity ; and Mirza i3aber, with the utmost celenity,

* 27th of July 1458 4 October 1453, 1 16th of Novewber,
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now directed the whole of his force towards the territory on the A. 11.857.830.
Oxus. Having proceeded to the other side of the Mirghaub, or %‘:_::’7
river of Merd, further intelligence reached him from Balkh, that = gxppaur.
Sdlian Saeid had recrossed the Jeyhin at Termed, and returned to
his capital of Samarkand. This did ;mt, however, produce any
change in the measures of Mirza Biber, who continued his march
without interruption towards Bakalaun; in order to cross by the five
branches which, lower down, unite to compose the main stream of
the Oxus, namely, those of Arhung, Sauly-serai, Kondez, Rokhesh,
which is considered the largest, and Kauffernihaun. He appears to
‘have effected the passage of the last, the heavy baggage being direct-
ed to cross still higher up, where the stream was fordable without
boats, on the first day of Ramzaun, of the year eight hundred and
fifty-eight,® continuing his march immediately to Hessaur, and from
thence towards Nourdauk, or perhaps Nourdaug. In short, advanc-
ing progrescively by the route of Koholgha, or Koluga, known also
by the designation of the iron gate, he conducted his troops without
the smallest opposition, to a station within one farsang of the gates
of Samarkand ; where he encamped on the fourteenth of the month
of Shavaul,} or about six weeks after baving crossed the northern
branch of the Oxus.

Previous to his arrival in the neighborhood, Mirza Stltan Abd
Saeid, with the advice of the Seyud Khaujah Nausser-ud-dein Obai-
dullah, and the principal inhabitants, had determined to sustain the
attack of his adversary behind the walls of the city; and for that
purpose, he had taken the earliest precautions to place the fortitica-
tions in the best possible state of defence. The operations of the
siege were therefore commenced on the part of Mirza Baber without
delay ; but when it had, with mutual loss and inconvenience, been
protractd for a period of nearly forty days, a negociation was opened
through the medium of well disposed persons, which finally termin-
ated in a treaty of peace—it being substantially agreed upon that
the Oxus should continue to form the boundary between the two
governments, and that the prisoners taken on either side should be
Teciprocally released. In consequence of this arrangement, Mirza

® 24th of August 1454, 4 6th of October.
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Baber quitted his works before Samarkand, some time in the month
of Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and fifty-eighth of the hidjerah ;*
and recrossing the Jeyhtin by the passage of Kerki, reached his ca.
pital of Herat, on the 4th of Mohurrem of the year eight hundred and
fifty nine.t

Early in that year, Ameir Khaleil Hindoukah was employed on the
part of Baber, in the reduction of the neighboring province of Seies-
taun, which he effected without great difficulty ; Shah Hisseyne the-
son of Melek Ally, the ruler of the country, being assassinated by one
of his followers, and his head conveyed to Ameir Khaleil. Iu the
course of the same year, from a priuciple of considerate liberality,
Mirza Baber conferred the government of Mert, with the adjoining
territory of Makhan, upon Mirza Sunjur; who had, probably, been
dispossessed, by some means or other, of his fair proportion in the in-
heritance of the Teymirian family. In the mean time, a body of
Mazanderanians confined in the fortress of Emmaud, an impregnable
place somewhere between Mish-hed and Nessa, rose upon the gar-
rison, and put the governor to death. Jullaul-ud-dein Mahmoud,
however, who commanded at Mish-bed on the part of Baber, hasten-
ing without loss of time to the spot, happily contrived, through the
assistance of a smith, who perforated a part of the wall from within,_
to recapture the place, and restore it to the authority of his master.

From this period nothing material appears to have occurred in the
reign of Mirza Baber, until the eight huudred and sixty-first of the
hidjerah; when having passed the winter at Mish-hed, as that prince
was huunting or hawking in the neighborhood of Radegaun, a favorite
Shonkaur, or white falcon, happening to break his claw, he immedi-
ately conceived it an omen to the last degree inauspicious to his
power ; and bastening back to Mish-hed, he proceeded without fur-
ther restraint to induige in his ruling propensity for wine, which he
had, it seems, for some time previously forsworne. On the twenty.
fifth of the same month,} after having passed great part of the
morning in his litter, making a circuit of the gardens in the neighbor-
hood, he had returned to his hall of audience, and presented himself

* November and December, 1454. + 24th of December, 1454.
3 21st of March, 1467,
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as usual, to the Ameirs of the court, when suddenly rising from his seat, A. H.801.
in apparent displeasure, he retired to the apartment of his women ; the A:_D-1457.

courtiers, as they withdrew from the presence chamber, sarcastically
remarking, that his wine seemed to have produced more than its ordi-
eff.ct upon the prince—little suspecting that he had taken his last
draught in this world, for about the hour of ten, that same forenoon,
he was no more. Some of the most skiltul physicians, however,
shrewdly suspected that his death had been hastened by poison; and
many devout and conscientious persons solemnly avowed their con-
viction of that b: lief, before the tomb of Ally Ruzza. In the mean
time, the remaius of the departed prince were deposited, with the
usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by Shah Rokh, contigu-
ous to that of the eighth Imaum at Mdsh-hed.

On the same day on which the hopes of his friends were thus extin-
guished by the premature death of Mirza Baber, who was generally
designated by the preenomen of Abtlkaussem, or father ot distributive
benevolence, the Ameirs, and principal officers of state, concurred in
placing his eldest son Mirza Shah Mahmdd, at this period not more
than eleven years o1 age, on the throne of Khorassaun; Ameir His-
sevne Ally making the best of his way to Herat, while his brother
Aba Sieid proceeded towards Serkhess, in order to secure the trane
quillity of that quarter, and sheikhzhdah Peir Kowaum towards Merd,
to solicit the concurrence of Mirza Sunjur, in the arrangements
at Mish-hed. Eighteen dayvs subsequent to the demise of his fatier,
Mirza Shah Mahmid took his departure for Hert; but on his way
to that capital, he was met by the Peir Kowaum just mentioned, on
his return from Merd, with the information, that Mirza Sunjur openly
entertained aspiring projects of his own, and appeared but little dis-.
posed to concur in the authority ofany superior. At the same time,
a dispatch was received from Herat announcing that Meir Habeib,
the governor of that place, had been thrown into a state of such mis-
era' le stupefaction, on intelligence of the death of Baber, as to furnish
to Mirza Lbrauhim the son of Alla ud-doulah, whom he had in cus-
tody, the opportunity of which he availed himself, to escape through
the negligence of his guards; and that that prince wus now withdrawm
to the territory on the Mirghaub..
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On the twenty sixth of the former Jummaudy, of the eight hundred
and sixty first of the hidjerah,® however, Mirza Shah Mahmid took
wup his abode in the Baugh-e-mokhtaur, and a few days afterwards, in
the Baugh-e-zaughan, both celebrated gardens. in the vicivity -of
Herat. ln these circumstances, the Sheikh Abd Saeid recently men-
tioned, made his appearance from Serkhess, and immcdiately proceed-
ed, by a poll tax arbitrarily imposed, to commence a course -of the

‘most oppressive exactions oun the inhabitants of the capital, in which

they were, in-no unfrequent instances, consigned to the inflictions of
the torture in various shapes. The cries of an injured peaple did not
Jong remain unheard. On the twenty first of the latter Jumnmaudy,t
Ameir Sheir Hadjy conducted the young Shah Mahmd inte the city;
ar.d, having secured the gates, caused it to be immediately proclaimed
to the inhabitants, that no one should presume to pay a single felss
of this arbitrary impost, and that those who had complied with the
odious exaction, should demand restitution without a moment’s delav.
At the same time, they were authorized to plunder the agents employed
by this Abd Saeid, wherever they could be found. Qn the other
hand, the obnoxious minister had 1remained during the whole of the
ensuing night, watching the event without the gates of the town; but
before break of day on the following moruning, accompanied by his
brother Hissevne Ally, he thought it prudent to retire also towards
the river Mdaighaub. He had, however, not proceeded far on his
way, before .he was overtaken by Sheir tladjy, and with his life com-
pelled to.atone for:his numerous oppressions.

.n the mean time, reports were continually arriving from the Mar-
ghaub, of the numerous bodies of armed men who were assembling
in that gquarter, under the standard of Mirza Ibrauhiin the son of Alla-
ud-doulah, and of the design, openly avowed by that prince, of march-
ing to Heroit. Thus circumstanced, conceiving a suspicion that, from
a desire to favor the wishes of the dowager Gouhershaud, who had
always evinced a predilection for Ibrauhiin, the Teikhaunian Ameirs
might be induced ou the day ot battle, to go over to that prince, Sheir
Hadjy resvlved to anticipate the design, by putting them all to death.
Under the pretext then of assisting at a -council of state, they were ac-

® 20th of April 1457. + 16th of May.
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cordingly invited to the palace in the raven gardens, for the purpose of
carrying this plan of anticipated vengeance into execution. One of
the proscribed chiefs, however, Ameir Ahmed the son of Feyrouz.
Shah, from an instinctive sagacity, congeiving some suspicion of the

plot, instantly took to flight; and Sheir Hadjy, and his associate Peh-

lewaun Hasseyne Diwaunah, finding their design discovered, hasten-

ed therefore to carry it into execution, against those w ho vet remained

in their power. Ameir Weiss Terkhan, although not before he had

brought Sheir Hadjy to the earth, by a wound in the abdomen with

his dirk, together with his son, and two more Ameirs of this distin-

guished tribe, was now put to death; and the same day, as he was

proceeding to his tenure of Khowauf, Peblewaun Hisseyne fell in

with Ameir Ahmed the son ot Feyrouz Shah, whom he also dispatched

to join his compeers. Sheir Hadjy then hastened to lodge the young

Mirz4 Shah Matmtd and the dowager Gouhershaud, io the tortress

of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, while the skill of his physicians was employed

in the cure of his own wound.

The hostile preparations on the Marghaub had been now completed,
and the shahzddab lbrauhim, at the head of a numerous and formid-
able body of troops, no longer delayed his march towards Herat. In
conscquence of this intormation, the first step of Sheir Hadjy was to
remove, with his royal ward Shah Mabmid, into the Baugh-e-mokh-
taur, without the gates of the city; but, on the seventh ot Rudjub,*
when 1t was announced that Mirza lbrauhim was already in the neigh-
borhood, the young Mahmdd was cunveyed towards Mash-hed, while
Sheir Hadjy made the best of his was to secure himself in the fortress
of Neirahtou, a plare of great strength, twelve farsangs, or about two
and torty miles, to the N. E. of Herdt. On the same day at noon,
Mirza lbrauhim took up his abode in the garden just evacuated by his
adversaties, and there publicly assuined the royal authority. Never-
theless, intelligence arrived from Mish-hed, a few days afterwards,
that Mirza Shabh Mabmid had yet been.able to assemble a considerable
force, with which he was again advancing.towards. Herat; and Mirza
Ibraubim proceeded thence, in the middle of Shabaun,t togive battle
to bis uppunent  Accordingly, not far from the Rebbaut, or quads.

* 30th of May 1447. 1 Beginving of July.
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rangle, or caravanserii, of Shah Melek, the hostile armies came to a
conflict, io which, at one time, victory seemed disposed to declare
for Shah Mahmid; but the scale having been turned in favor of the
opposite party, through the personal exertions of Ameir Ahmed Ter-
khan, that young chief was finally defeated, and again compelled to
retire towards Muash-hed, pursued by the troops of his victorious
kinsman. Although not a very singular occurrence, it was, at the
same time, a circumstance full of perplexity and alarm to the unfor-
tunate irnhabitants of Hevat, that about ten in the forenoon of the
twenty fifth of Shubaun,® intelligence should have reached them, that
victory had declared for Mirza Shah Mahmid; about an hour after-
wards, more recent information arrived, that fortune had changed sides,
and that the standard of Mirza I rauhim was triumphant; and at noon
of the same day, the agent of Saltan Sleid, the reigning prince of Sa-
markand, made his appearance to announce, that his master would be
under the walls of the town on the morning of the following day.

To account for this latter circumstance it hecomes necessary to
state, that from the moment at which he found himselfin secure pos-
session of the throne of Samarkand, Siiltan Sieid had ever had in view
the reduction, not only of Khorassaun, but of the whole of the terri-
tory usually comprized under the designation of Iran. As soon,
therefore, as the death of Mirza Baber was announced to him his
thoughts became the more irresistibly attracted towards that object,
being further stimulated by the pressing invitations of Ameir Sheikh
Hadjy, the governor of Balkh. He accordingly crossed the Oxus, at
the head of his troops; and, by the 25th of Shabaun, he had led them
by forced marches to a camp behind the village of Sauk-e-Selmaun,
at no great distance from Herkt, to which he dispatched the message
already alluded to. Moulana Ahmed Yessawel who commanded, on
the part of Mirza Ibraubim, in the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, evin.
¢ed, at first, a determination to defend the town; but on more mature
reflcction, he thought it more advisable to confine his exertions
exclusively, to the defence of his particular post. On the following
day, however, Siltan Sheid, without experiencing any opposition,
entered Herlit by the gate of Keptchauk, taking up his residence in

* 17th of July,
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the Baugh-e-sheher, or garden of the city—a palace belonging to the A. u.sn.
ancient sovereigns within the walls. A summons was now dispatched AD 1.
to require the submission of Moulana Ahmed, and the surrender of K:‘i‘,‘;ﬁ:;?“l
the fortress of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; to which he replied, that the place

had been confided to him, by a prince to whom he was bound by every

tie of gratitude and duty, and that he was incapable of betraying his

trust, while his benefactor was living to reclaim it at his hands.

This answer produced considerable resentment on the part of Stltan:

Saeid, whose troops were immediately directed to commence an attack

upon the place, although with little prospect of success.

In the mean time, some malevolent individuals had succeeded in
persuading the Siltan that the emissaries of Mirza Ibrauhim had
constant access to the presence of Gonhershaud, the widow of the
illustrious Shah Rokh; and were as constantly suffered to depart
without interruption, with every information that could be required,
on the state of atfairs at Herdt. In consequence of this, the mon-
arch, in a fit of unreflecting resentment, gave orders that this cele-
brated princess, it seems, now, not less distinguished for her love of
justice and her many other virtues, than for the elevated and illus-
trious station which she had filled in the empire, should be put to
death ; and the harsh decree was carried into execution on the tenth
day of Ramzaun, of the eight hundred and sixty-first of the hidjerah.®
After the consumnation of this act of unwarrantable severity, for
such, even in the mildest sense it is admitted to have been by our
author, Sheikh Hadjy conceived he might venture from Neirahtou
to Herdt; since the Siltan had given so unequivocal a pledge of his
hostility to the opposite party, and he experienced accordingly a very
honorable reception. But, in his absence from Neirahtou, he was
destined to be robbed of that impregnable post by cne of those daring
exertions of adventurous enterprise, against which, although the ex-
ample is not of unfrequent recurrence in the history of the world,
human prudence has not yet been found always sufficiently on its
guard to provide. On his departure for Herit, Sheikh Hadjy had
entrusted this important asylum to the care of one of his most confi-
dential followess ; and one evening shortly afterwards, a Yessauk, a¢

* S1at of July 1457,
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peasant, or mouataineer perhaps, of the name of Peirkah, presenting
bimself at the entranee of the fort, with a small flock of sheep, atter
some conversation with the guard, made a request that he might be
permitted to continue there, for the night. The request was complied
with, without much difficulty, and the shepherd was further permit-
ted to enter the fort : when, watching his opportunity, after allowing
a reusonable part of the night to expire, he proceeded silently to the
ramparts, and from thence let down to his associates below, who had
repaired to the spot by appointment, a strong rope or noose, by which
they easily contrived to gain the top of the wall. Accempanied by
these he hastened, sword in haud, directly tv the head quarters of the
governor, who contrived, however, by some chance or other to effect
his escape, although desperately wounded ; but the fort, aud all it
contained, remained in possession of the successful adventurer.
Stltan Séeid had scarcely had time to reflect on the circumstauces
of this untoward event, when a dispatch from Balkh announced to
him the more alarming intelligence, that the sons of Abdullitteif were
at the head of a formidable insurrection in Mawur-un-neher, On
the ninth day of Shavaul,* he was, therefore, under the necessity of
quitting Herat, and of returning without delay towards the territory
on the other side of the Oxus. A part of the army which he had
sent on before him, had, however, the good fortune to fall in with the
two sons of Abdullitteif, the Mirzas Ahmed and Joukv, in the
neighborhood of Balkh,and there totally to defeat them ; Mirza Ahmed
being killed in the battle, although his brother found means to etfect
his escape.. And, in these circumstances, Saltan Saeid thought it
convenient to pass the succeeding winter at Balkh.

On the other hand, when he experienced the last discomfiture
recently noticed, from Mirza Ibrauhim, Mirza Shah Mahmd retired
at first to Mash-hed ; but contiunuing his retreat a short time after-
wards into Mazanderaun, he was there received by Baba Hussun,
the governor of the province, with every demonstration of z¢al and
attachment, and liberally provided with all that was necessary to.
support the splendeur of, his rank. These circumstances v ere early
made known to-Mirza Ibrauhim, with_the assurance that his compe-,

® 20th of August 1457,
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titor was already at the head of a sufficient force, with which once
more to dispute his pretensions in the field of battle, Mirza Ibrau-
Lim proceeded therefore with the utmost expedition, by the route of
Nessa and Abawerd, towards Asterabad; while the young Shah Mah-
mad, on his part, issued with equal resolution from the forest of
Jdrjan to oppose him, Just at this crisis intelligence was received
that Ameir Jahaun Shah the Turkomaun, the son of Kira Yissuf,
with an overwhelming force had crossed the ridge of Sundouk-shi-
kunn, and was actuelly entering the boundaries of Mazanderaun,
The information appears to have produced a sudden panic upon the
mind of Shah Mahmdd, and he immediately fled, in conjunction with
Baba Hissun his friendly and munificent ally; while Mirza Ibrau-
him, either disregarding, or disbelieving, the report of Ameir Jahaun
Shah’s approach, continued his march without deviation towards
Asterabad, at the distance of one farsang from which place, he en-
camped a short time afterwards. A body of troops whom he had,
however, dispatched further in advance, fell in unexpectedly with
some of the scouring parties of the Tirkomauns, by whom they were
immediately attacked and thrown into confusion. At the moment
tiie disorder was at-its height, Mirza Ibrauhim arrived upon the spot;
but, perceiving that all was lost, he sought no alternative but what
was 10 be'found in an immediate and precipitate flight—many of his
most distinguished followers perishing in the pursuit which was
eagerly kept up by the victorious Tdrkomans. Mirza Ibrauhim
himselt, however, with a few of his adherents, succeeded in reaching
Herit, on the niuth of the month of Suffur, of the eight hundred and
sixty second of the hidjerah,* and was received with hospitality and
respect by Ameir Ahmed Terkhan, the governor of the province.
Moulana Ahmed Yessawel, the Kelladaur of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, has-
tened at the same time to offer the homage of tealty to his prince;
but conceiving that he did not experience that favorable reception,
to which, by his services, hie thought himself entitled, he determined,
on his return to the castle, to take a part entirely hostile to the in-
terests of the same prince; which, before the month was at an end, he
did not hesitate to disclose. Neither was he to be dissuaded from bis
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designs, nor prevailed upon to expose himself, anv more, without the
precincts of his command; although much was urged on the part of
Ameir Ahmed Terkhan to induce him to recede.

In these circumstances Mirza Ibrauhim determined, not without
theconcurrenceof his principal officers, todispatch an embassyv to Sil-
tan Sheid, with proposals for an accommodation; to which that prince
appears to have acceded without great difficulty, stipulating, however,
that Mirza Ibrauhim should cordially unite in opposing the Tirko-
mauns, who were now making rapid progress on the frontiers of Kho-
rassaun : and thus far suceessful, the ambassadors of Herat were
permitted to return well satisfied with the result of the negociation.
Here, with apparent regret at the selfish propensities of human am-
bition, the author pauses to enumerate the different chiefs, who, at
one and the same crisis, had now started up within the limits of
the single province of Khorassaun; all contending for the same point
of individual and independent power, without reflecting upon the
mischiefs thus accumulated upon the suffering inhabitants. Among
those included under the obnoxious charge, must be mentioned
Ameir Jahaun Shah the Tirkomaun, at Esferacin; Mirza Shah Muh-
mid, at Touss; Mirza Alld ud-doulah, after an absence of some
years in Keptchauk, at Abiwerd ; Mirza lbrauhim, in the city of
Herat; Mirza Sunjur, at Merid; Sdltan Saeid, at Balkh; Melek
Kaussein, the grandson of Kira Yissuf, in conjunction with Awmeir
Khaleil, in Seiestaun, [adjoining]; Moulana Ahmed Yessawel, in
the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; Ameir Peirzaud, in the castle of
Serkhess ; Ameir Biba Hissun, in the fortress of F.mmaud ; Sheikh
Hussun the son of Sheikh Teymdr, at Jennoushaun or Khaboushaun;
and Ameir Weiss the son of Khawundshah, in the castle of Tebbes,
or Tabas.

With regard to Mirza Allh-ud-doulah it appears that, on his flight
from the generals of his brother Baber, he had become, for several
years, & wanderer in different parts of the country of the Moghils ;
but on intelligence of the death Baber, he ventured to return through
K haurezm, and was now at Abiwerd, from whence he dispatched to
announce his arrival to his son lbrauhim.. Mirza [brauhim app-ars
to have been sincerely rejuiced at the return of his father, to whom.
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he immediately caused to be conveyed such presents as might have A.H. 862163,
been acceptable on the occasion. Shortly afterwards, Alld-ud-doulah 2};&—::::%“”
being on his way to Herat, Ibrauhim hastened to meet him as far as  akhbaur.
the river Senjaub; where, on conferring together with respect to

the best plan of proceeding under preser;t circumstances, it was resol-

ved t. at th s-on should remain at the head of the troops in the field,

while the fath. . continued his journey to Herat, there to repose himself

for some time from the fatigues of a wandering life. On the seventh

of the Jatter Jummaudy of the eight hundred and sixty second of the

hidjerah,* accordingly, Alla-ud-doulah took up his residence once

more in the metropolis of his grandfather. Finding it, however, un-

fortunately expedi=nt, by the imposition of a poll tax, and other vex-

atious measures, to raise a sum of money upon the inhabitants, it so

happened, “at before any considerable progress had been made in this

odious collection, a messenger from Mirza Ibrauhim should arrive

to annotince hat the army of the Tiurkomans was at hand, and to

indicate the danger of remaining any longer at Herat. With infinite

reluctance therefore, on the first day of the month of Shabaun,t AllA-

ud-doulah ag: 'n quitted that capital, and withdrew in haste to the

mountains of = Jmmediately on his retreat, the inhabitants of
Heikt w-re tiiro. » the utmost consterna ion, by their al.rm at
theactus " *roar” of the Tdrkomans; of which the licentious popu.

lace took  tant aavantage, to indulge in the disposition to plunder,
and to exercise every species of euormity and outrage on their fellow
citizens. On his arrival, however, at the town of Geustiiah, Ameir
Jahaun Shah, the monarch f the Tiarkomans, apprized of the danger
to which the respectable inhabitants were thus exposed, and of the
general dispersion which must have been the result, lost no time to
convey .to the city every assurauce of his protection, immediately
dispatching Ameir Peirzaud the Bokhbrian to assume the government
in hisname. O the fifteenth of the same month of Shabaun,? Ameir
Jahaun Shah in person made his entrance into Herit, confirming to
the inhabitants his assurances of protection, not less than if they
were the subjects of his own immediate government. His attention
was, in the mean time, directed to the reduction of the citadel of ..
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Ekhtiaur-ud-dein; which, after the resistance of a few days, was how-
ever surrendered to him, on terms of personal indemnity by Moulana
Ahmed Yessawel the governor, who was admitted to the distin-
guished favor of the Torkoman prince, immediately on quitting his
post.

While these occurrences were taking place dt ‘Herét, a serious mis-
understanding, of which it would be perfectly immaterial to discuss
the grounds, broke out between Alla-ud-doulah and his son Ibrau-
him; who had, by this time, also sought an asylum among the moun-
tains of Ghour, the breach, on the perfidious suggestions of some of
the Terkhanian Ameirs, terminating in the imprisonment of theyoung-
er prince. ‘This act of severity had, however, been scarcely carried
into execution, when Abdullah Khoujah, an Ameir of that distin-
guished class, who had been recently emploved on the embassy to
Sidltan Saeid, returned ; and, expressing without reserve, his disap-
probation of the imprisonment of Mirza Ibrauhim, the other Ameirs
of the tribe were soon brought over to his opinion, and measures
having been accordingly taken to set the prince at large, he proceeded
without delay, to cancel, or abjure, all further allegiance to u father’s
authority. At the same time, information of these changes had been
punctually .conveyed to Ameir Jahaun Shah, from whom # dis-
patch was now received inviting Alli-ud-doulah to Heiht; an invi-
tation which he conceived too fortunate, not immediately to avail
himself of; and, on the festival of sacrifice of the tenth of Zil-
hudje, of the eight hundred and sixty second of the hidjerah,® he ac-
cordingly made his appearance in the camp of the Tarkoman chief,
by whom he was received with the most distinguished kindness and
respect. .All the wlhile, we must not omit to ubserve, a negociation
for .peace wus on foot, between Ameir Jahaun Shah and Stltan Saeid;
but before it was yet brought to a conclusion, Ameir Ahmed the
Terkhanian, with a cousiderable body of his kindred, deserted the
cause of Mirza Ihrauhim and came to Herat; where he was also very
honorably entertained by the monarch of the Tarkomans,

Ameir Jahaun Shah had been now encamped uuder the walls of
Herdt for a period of nearly six months, when intelligence was rathes

# 13th of October 1158,
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unexpectedly received, that Siltan Sieid, at the head of a powerful A. 1. 862-863.
army, had crossed the Mirghaub; and that, after passing the lungur, ‘L.P...'il".”‘
or mausoleum, or abiding place, of Meir Ghevauth, he was already Kha‘::;:f:ul.
advanced as far as the town of Oubah, dn his march for the capital of
Khorassaun. The circumstance appears 10 have produced cousider~
able surprise, and some alarm in the camp of the Tirkomans; and the
monarch, with the main body of his army, conceived it prudent to
remove towards the HerAtroud, a river so called at some distauce to
the wesward of the city, detaching Mirza Peir Bedauk, the most war-
like of his sons, with a division of chosen troops, to watch the ap-
proach of the enemy. But this division, after having experienced
some proof of the valour and discipline of the Samarkandians, very
speedily rejoined the maiu body of the Tirkomans. To add to the
embarrassments of Jahaun Shah at this anxious crisis, accounts ofan
alarming nature arrived from Azerbiijaun, and determined him in the
resolution of returning without further delay towards that kingdom ;
and, in order to secure an unmole~sted retreat from Khorassaun, Seyud
Ashoura, one of his most confid-ntial agents, was immediately dis-
patched to bring the treaty with Saltan Saeid to an amicable conclu-
sion » The Naltan very explicitly declared, that if Ameir Jahaun
Shah would withdraw his troops, without further trouble, from Kho-
rassaun and lrdk Ajem, and content himself with the territory of
Azerbaijaun, long since in his possession, there should be no obstacle
to an accommodation of all other differences.  After considerable dis-
cussion, a treaty was, however, at last concluded, by which it was
stipulated that Ameir Jahaun Shah should immediately retire into
Azerbéijaun, putting the agents of Stltan Sieid in possession of the
whole of Kborassaun to the gates .of Semnaun; and, with the treaty
thus concluded, Seyud Ashoura returned to the presence of his mas-
ter. Iun the beginning of ~uffur, ot the eight hurdred and sixty third
of the hidjerah,® from the neighborhood of Yaheya-abad, where they
had bheen for some time encamped, the T¥rkomans, accordinglv, com-
menced their retreat for Azerbhijaun, destroying, with useless barba-
rity, every vestige of the abode of man that lay in the course of their
march, Stltan Sdeid, on the other hand, entered Herat on the fifteenth .
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of the same month,} taking up his residence in the Baugh-e-sheher,
or old palace in the city; where he exerted himself with laudable ear-
nestness and zeal, to promote the administration of a just government,
towards an oppressed and suffering people. During the su-ceeding
wiater, nevertheless, the city of Hert was visited by a de}l rable
scarcity, and a great multitude of the inhabitants of the town and
neighborbood was destined to perish through want of bread, or some
other means necessary to the support of existence.

As s00n as he had, as he concrived, firmly established his authority
in the capital of Khorassaun, Siltan Saeid veatured to dismiss the
greater part of his army for Samarkand, reserving a body of ahout two
thousand horse only, for the defence of his person; and intelligence of
this unwarranted security, having been early conveyed to the Mirzas
Alla-ud-doulah, Ibraubim, and Sunjur, a correspondence ensued be-
tween those princes, in consequence of which, they shortly afterwards
united their troops together at Serkhess, for the purpose of attacking
the Stitan. Full of hope and ardour, and entirely regardless of his
great disparity of force, the latter proceeded, without hesitation, to
combat the designs of his enemies ; being joined, however, on his
march, by a body of troops from Samarkand, under the orders of Sey-
ud Mezeid Arghin, and Ameir Saltan Abmed the son of Temir
Taush. Towards the middle of the former month of Jummaudy,*
and about midway between Serkhess and Merd, the rival parties came
to a battle; in ‘which both wings of the army of Stltan Saeid were

‘completely put to flight, by the opposite divisions of that of the asso-

ciated shahzidahs. On this occasion, many of the fugitives never
halted to repose from their apprehensions until they reached the city
of Samarkand, from whence they did not fail to circulate the alarm

-of the Shltan’s discomfiture, throughout the surrounding country,

Notwithstanding this abscision of his wings, Stltan Saeid, however,

at the head of the centre, which remained yet firm and unbroken under

his own orders, proceeded sword in hamd to charge his opponents,

-flushed as they were with recent success, and, by one determined

effort, entirely changed the fortune of the day; Alla-ud-doulah and

*his son Ibrauhim, both quitting the field in the utmost dismay, while
® Abeut the 20th of Maseh 1456,
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Mirza Sunjurfell aprisoner into the hands of the victor, by whoseorders
he was immvdiately put to death. Afier this, Stltan SAeid returned |
to Heiat, in order to enjoy the triumph of his well earned fame ; and
amidst his hours of relaxation from more serious pursuits, sought
amusement in superintending the erection of the Eidgah, or place of
sacrifice, with probably a mosque attached, in the environs of the
capital. But while these occurrences were passing in Khorassaun,
Abbl Ghauzy Saltan Hisseyne Bahauder Khaun, the great-grandson
of Mirza Owmar Sheikh, had already made himself master of the terri-
tory of Jurjaun, in the neighborhood; and after expelling the Tark-
omauns, by giving full encouragement to the hopes of his soldiers,
and by securing the attachment of his new subjects in general, was
rapidly proceeding in the establishment of his independence. Andin
this place it becomes, in some measure, indispensably necessary to ac-
company our author in his extensive, though not unseasonable digres-
sion, to furnish some account of the descent, and early history, of this
able and warlike prince; to the munificence of whose minister, Ally
Sheir, the city of Herdt was indebted for many of its noblest orna-
ments, and every branch of learning for the most liberal encourage-
ment.

The father, then,of Ahil Ghauzy Sdltan Hdsseyne Bahauder Khaun,
who with other titles, acquired ultimately that of Saheb Keraun-sauni,
secound lord of the propitious conjunction, was Siltan Gheyauth-ud-
dein Munsour, the son of Mirza Baykera, the son of Mirza Omar
Sheikh, who was the son of Teymdar. His mother was the princess
Feyrouzah Begum, the daughter of Mirza Sditan Hisseyne, the son
of Ameir Mahommed Beg, who was the son of Ameir Moussa, of the
tribe of Tanjout ; and the mother of Mirza Siltan Hisseyne, as hath
already appeared, was the princess Aga Begum the daughter of Tey-
mir. And lastly, the mother of Feyrouzah Begum was Kitlig
Sditan Begum the daughter of Meiran Shakh, by Oroun Sdltan, the
daughter of Seydrghetmesh Khaun, the son of Dauneshmendjah
Khaun, the son of Keydou, theson of Nourejaun, the son of Ougdai
Khaun, who was the son of Jengueiz. Hence it appears that Abil
Ghauzy, or rather Abslghauzy, as it may be more compacily written,
was on both sides descended from two of the most renowned con-
querors that ever bestrode the globe; and his birth is here recorded
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A.H.863. to have taken place in one of the suburbs of Herat, in the month of
A. D.1459. Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and torty-second of the hidjerah,®
Kh:ﬁ;;:;::_“l' From his very infancy he is described to have exhibited, of course,
the most undoubted presages of his exalted- destiny; but mere: parti-
cularly in his ardor to acquire every proficiency: in the art of war,
and to prepare himself for its fatigues, by the habit of manly exer-
cise in every shape. At the age of fourteen he hastened- to present
himself at the court of his relative Baber, by whom he was enter-
tained with affectionate kindness; and he wus present with that
prince, when he concluded the treaty with Siltan Sieid, under the
walls of Samarkand. Actuated, however, by the ties of closer consan-
guinity, he then embraced the opportunity of forsaking the standard of
Mirza Béber, in order to put himself under the protection of his rival.
Nevertheless, on the revolt of Mirza Stltan Weiss, another of the
descendants of Mirza Baykera, some time afierwards, Sdltan Saeid
became jealous of the attachment of the princes of that line; and
Abtlghauzy with thirteen more of the same kindred, was committed
to prison. But, at the solicitation of his mother, the princess Feyrou-
zah Begum, who hastened from . Khorassaun the mom-:nt she became
apprized of her son’s misfortune, he was considerately set at large,
and permitted to accompany her to Herat; where he was once more
received to the friendship of Mirza Baber.

Removing, however, to Mert shahjahaun on the death of that
prince, Abillghauzy there espoused the daughter of Mirza Sunjur;
and at the period when Mirza Shah Mahmid, atter the battle with
Mirza Ibrauhim, fled towards Asterabad, Mirza Suujir did not scru-
ple to leave his son in-law, as his licutenant at Merd, while he pro-
ceeded in haste to take possession of Mtish-hed. During the absence
of Mirza Sunjbr, as it happened, a misunderstanding arose between
Abtlghauzy Saltan Hésseyne, and Ameir Hussun Erlaut, who had
been entrusted with the actual management of .affairs ; hut who was,
upfortunately, hittle blessed with the advantages of a benevolent dis-
position, or accommodating manners. The dispute, however, ter-
minated. in the imprisonment of the unaccon wodating ageut; on
which, withaut turther ceremony, Abllghauzy transferred the diadem

® June, July, 1438.
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of Merd to his own brows. But becoming alarmed at some appear-
ances of disaffection, or treason, among the abettors of his usurpation,
he hastily withdrew from Merd as soon as Mirza Sunjir was announc-
ed to have reached Makhan, on his return from Mush-hed, and
wandered, for some time, among the solitudes of the neighboring
desert, awaiting some favorable turn of fortune. At length, when,
in consequence of the invasion of the Tirkomans from Irik Ajem,
Ameir Baba ilussun was flying from Jirjaun towards Merd, he was
intercepted near one of the villages in the territory of Nessa, by no
other than this illustrious wanderer, by whom, after a very desperate
conflict, he was defeated and taken prisoner, and according to the
ordinary summary practice of the day, immediately put to death.
Encouraged by this dawn of success, Abilghauzy bent his course
towards the territory of Jdrjaun, and, on his arrival at the station of
Feyrouzghund, had the gratification to see his force auspiciously
augmented by the junction of Ameir Mahommed Khodadaud, a chief
formerly attached to the government of Mirza Baber, and who, at this
period, held the districts of Esferacin, Jowein, and Baharabad. Thus
strengthened Abulghauzy proceeded on his march with more leisure
and greater confidence; but at the station of Stiltan Dowein, he found
his progress arrested by a numerous body of Tdrkomans, under the
direction of Hfsseyne Saudld, who had there issued from the forests
of Jhijaun immediately in his way. A most sanguinary and obsti-
nate conflict aow took place, in which Abulghauzy is described to
have exhibited the most distinguished example of prowess and acti-
vity. The reward of his exertions on this arduous day, was a very
complete and signal victory; Hisseyne Saudld and his brothers, to-
gether with many more of his principal officers and followers, being
taken alive, but immediately afterwards put to death by theiy con.
querors,

In consequence of this success, Abililighauzy, in the early part of
Zilhudje, of the eight hundred and sixty.sccond of the hidjerah,®
entered Asterabad without resistance, and there publicly invested
himself with the royal dignity ; immediately ordering the coinage and
public prayers to run for the future in his name, and holding out to
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the people the most liberal assurances of a just and beneficent gov-
ernment. Apprized of these occurrences, Siiltan Séeid did not omit,
through the medium of an extraordinary embassy, to congratulate his
kinsman on the conquest of Asterabad, and to confirm the relations.
of amity, and good correspondenoce,. already subsisting between them.
The embassy was received with every mark of complacency by Abél-
ghauzy, and returned shortly afterwards with the most faverable
impressions of his kindness and liberality. But Sdltan Steid, on his
part, very early evinced that he was little disposed to make good
the professions of friendship, of which he had been sufficiently liberal
towards his aspiring kinsman ; since he was no sooner at leisure from
his engagements in Khorassaun, than he dispatched one of his offi-
cers to take possession of a certain district on the adjoining frontier,
which had been previously occupied by the agents ot Abilghauzy.
The discontent produced by such a circumstance was destined, as
usual in most cases, to accumulate by repeated aggravation, to that
degree of hostility which will be the subject of our attention in a
subsequent page.

In the mean time, the narrative proceeds to state that Stltan Saeid
when he found himself disengaged from the attacks of his more dan-
gerous adversaries, determined to employ the force at his dispnsal in
the reduction of the celebrated fortress of Neirahtou; of whichthesiege
was accordingly opened with the construction of numerous Mokaubel-
koub, or batteries of some description or other, in order to beat down
the defences, and breach the works wherever practicable. Before the
operationsof the siege had, however, been long in progress, Peirkah, the
shepherd chief, who was still in possession of the place, became suspi-
cious of the attachment of his garrison,in consequence of which seve-
of thega were immediately put to death; and the apprehensions excited
by this rashact of jeslous violence provoking the vengeance of the sur-
vivcs, one morning when he |- ast expected it they rose sword in hand
upon the hoary adventurer, and instantly dispatched him, conveying
the head to plead for purden with the court of Herat. The for-
tress must accordingly have fallen into the hands of its besiegers
without further resistance; since the assassins of the governor are said .
to have been remunerated by the distinguished favor of the Saltan
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for this seasonable piece of service. Another auspicious event to the A. H.863-864.
government of Sdltan Saeid, which marked the period under cousi- ‘:{%ﬁ‘:—';‘“’
deration, was the death of Mirza Ibrauhim the son of Alla-ud-doulah,  skhbaur,
on his march towards Mish-hed. after having assembled at Dama-
ghaun a fresh army, with which he was hastening once more to try
his fortune against the Siltan. The body was brought to Herat for
sepulture, in the college of the princess Gouhershaud; where it was
consigned to the grave some time in the month of Shavaul, of the
eight hundred and sixty-third of the hidjerah.*

Before the conclusion of the same year, the important fortress of
Emmaud was also surrendered to one of the Siltan’s generals, by a
person of the name of Mahommed Diwaunah—the governor under the
authority of Biba Hussun, whose death in consequence of the action
with Abdlghauzy Siltan Husseyne bas been already noticed. Con-
trarv to what had been observed with respect to Neirahtou, which
had been stored with every species of supply against contingencies,
the works of Emmaud were by the expreas orders of Sultan Seid,
levelled with the earth. About the close of the vear, also, Mirza
Shah Mahmud, the son of Mirza Baber, who, on his flight from the
Tdrkomans, had conveyed himself into Seiestaun, was killed, in a
battle which took place, about this period, between Ameir Khaleil
Hindoukah, the governor of that province, and Ameir Baba, governor
of Kabdl.

Soon after the commencement of the eight hundred and sixtya
fourth of the hidjerah,} it was announced to Siltan Saeid, that the
troops of Abulghauzy had made an iucursion to the gates of Sub-
buzwaur; pillaging the country of every species of property that they
could lay their hands on. In consequence of such information, a
division of troops uader the orders of Ally of Parss, and Hussun the
son of Sheikh Temir, was immediately dispatched towards Mazande-
raun; the Shltan in person, at the head of an additional force, pro-
ceeding in the same direction, on the fourth of the former month of
Jummaudy.}* On intelligence of the approach of the former force,
Abilghauzy couceived that an opportunity presented itself from -

which it was possible to derive some advantage ; and he accordingly
* August 1459, . + November 1459, . 1 26th of February 1460,
VOL. III. 4 H.
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:. g. ﬁ:ﬁ%l hastened with a small body of select cavalry to meet this advanced
Kieme—ro corps of the Khorassaunians: but when he was within a short dis-
akhbaur. ‘tance of the boundaries of the province, being further advised that
‘Sultan Saeid 1 person, with the best part of his army, was on his
march for Mazanderaun, he thought it prudent to return, in order to
provide a more adequate force to repel the danger. At a ciisis of
such need and importance, several of his Ameirs with their retainers,
however, embracing the opportunity to desert the standard of their
chief, Abulghauzy found it expedient to accommodate with the
times ; and to withdraw, for the present, towards the territory of
Adauk, in the kingdom of Khuurezm. Sultan Sieid was thus ena-
bled to enter Asterabad, shortly afterwards, without opposition; where
having recreated himselt for some days, he left his son Saltan Mah.
mud in possession of the government, returning himself without fur-
ther delay towards the metropolis of Khorassaun.

But, while he was engaged in Mazinderaun, on this occasion, that
metropolis had been exposed to the most imminent danger from an
attack on the part of Ameir Khaleil Hindoukah, the ruler of Seies-
taun, where he had maintained an independent authority, ever since
the time of Mirza Baber. Availing himself of the absence of Stiltan
Sieid, this chief determined to make an attempt on Herat, expectiug
to find it unprovided for defence; but as the citizens had, by some
means or other, become apprized of his intention, thev had, by
strengthening and securing their walls and towers, sufficieatly pre-
pared for his reception ; wo that, on the twelfth day of Ramzaun,*
when, on his arrival before the town, he led his troops to the assault,
they had but little reason to congratulate themselves on the prospect
before them. And in fine, when on one of the succeeding fridays,
the inbibitants, after the performance of their devotions, issued
from the town, with every description of force, to attack them, they
were driven from all their posts 10 the utmost consternation; Ameir
Khaleil their general not once halting to take repose until he found
himself safe in Seiestaun. On his return from Mazanderaun, Saltan
Sheid rec: ived intelligence of this daring attempt on the part of the
Seiestaniun, aud hastened with all the expedition in his power to

* 48th of October 1460, -
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defeat and chastise it; but on his arrival, about the close of the month A-‘[*)- ?fgi
of Ramzaun, he found that the danger had been already dispelled, and .K;h-ulausset-.uln
that his only task was to distribute to the inhabitants of Herlt, the - akbbaur.
rewards and acknowledgements due tq their exemplary courage and

fidelity. A division of the army was, however, immediately dis-

patched into Seiestaun, where Ameir Khaleil was soon afterwards

besieged in the capital of the province; and, finding on experience

that he had engaged in a contest which he was litile able to support,

he determined before it was too late to submit to the authority of the

Saltan, for which purpose he proceeded without further delay tow-

atds [lerdt.  Siltan Sheid was prevailed upon without great difficul-

ty to overlook the past, and to enrol bim among the Ameirs of his

court; but the government of Seiestaun was transferred to Shah

Yaheya, a descendant from one of the uative sovereigns of that pro-

vince.

In the early part of the eight hundred and sixty-fifth of the hidje-
rah,* after wandering for a long time through the desert and moun-
tainous districts, Mirza Alla-ud-doulah, the son of Baysungur,
terminated, at last, his unfortunate career on the banks of the Caspian,
under the roof of Melek Beistoun, a native chief descended from the
princes of Rdéstumdaur.. The remains of the departed prince were
conveved to 1llarat, and deposited in the mausoleum of the family,
th collcge of Gouhershaud in that city. .

Such was the posture of affairs in Khorassaun, when information
was r celved from the provinces bevond the Oxus, that Mirza Ma-
hommed Jouky the son of Abdullétteif, and grandson of Olagh Beg,
supported by Ameir Nour Saeid, had displayed the standard of revolt
in Transoxiana, which he was over-running. with pillage and deso-
lation. ln consequence of this, on the twenti-th of the former Jum-
maudy, of the eight hundred and sixty-fitth of the hidjerah,+ Siltan .
Sheid quitted Herlt, and proceeded towards the Jeyhidn, which he
crossed by a temporary bridge not long afterwards. Mirza Mahom-
med Jouky and his followers, on the other hand, as soon as they
became apprized of the Siltan’s approach, withdrew immediately
towards the Seyhtn ; where they threw themselves into the fortress .

« * November and December A, D, 1460, . + 2nd of March 1461,
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of Sharokhiah, which is here described as protected on three sides by
the stream of that river, and on the fourth by a deep and impassable
«ditch. In that place they were a short time afterwards closely and
‘vigorously besieged by the Siltan; but, just as that prince was about
to bring his exertions to a successful termination, intellizence from
Khorassaun was conveyed to him, that Abalghauzy Siltan Hisseyne
was again advancing to repossess himself of the province of Mazan-
deraun ; and, as the circumstance was of a nature to produce consi-
derable alarm, the Ameirs Seyud Asseil Arghiin, and Seyud Maraud,
were dispatched immediately into Khorassaun, in order to protect
the frontiers of that province against sudden attack.

It would appear that Abdlghauzy, finding himself in the course of
this year, in circumstances to renew his plans of conquest and inde-
pendence, quitted his retreat in Khaurezm, and proceeded once more
towards Asterabad. In the neighborhood of that place he was op-
posed by Mirza Sidltan Mahmitd, left by his father in the govern-
ment of the province; whom, after a very desperate couflict, he to-
tally defeated and compelled to return into Khorassaun.  Abdlzhanzy
then, towards the middle of the month of Shabaun,* re-entered As-
terabad in triumph; but, when he had passed a few days in the place
to enjoy the fruits of his victory, he dispatched Abdurraihman Ar-
ghin, one of his officeis, to take possession of the rest of Mazanderaun,
and set out himself immediately for Herit. Seyud Asseil Arghin,
and the other Ameirs, employed to defend the approaches into Kho-
rassaun from that quarter, and stationed somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of Neyshaptir and Subbuzwaur, retired on the advance of Abil-
ghauzy, and hastened to the defence of the capital ; for which they
prepared with equal zeal and ability, driving in before them the whole
of the inhabitants of the surrounding districts. The operations of
Abullghauzy were, however, first directed to the reduction of Serk hess;
but when that object had been secured, he proceeded without fur-
ther delay to Herat, before which, in the Baugh-e-zoghoun, or raven
gardens, he fixed his head quarters, on the twenty-fourth of Zilkau-
dah.t He had, it seems, been persuaded to believe that the gates
of the city would be thrown open to him, by the inhabitants, without

¢ 26th of May 1461. t 80th of August 1461.
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opposition, and he therefore abstained from commencing any hostile a. 11. ss.

operations against them for the space of eleven days; but perceiving,
at the expiration of that period, hitle to indicate the reality of such a
design, be removed his head quarters to the suburb of Khemtchahabad,
and issued orders for the attack. After continuing the siege, howe-
ver, for a further period of twenty days, without any perceptible
progress towards the attainment of his object, he found it expedient,
on the twenty-seventh of the month of Zilhudje,* to withdraw from
before Herat, and proceed towards the Mirghaub, in order to give
battle to Stltan Abd Sheid ; who was, on his part, hastening with
rapid marches from Transoxiana to the relief of his capital.

In effect, apprized of the danger of Herit, Saltan Saeid submitting
to the necessity of patching up some species of accommodation with
Mirza Mahommed Jouky, at Shahrokiab, bad made the best of his
way towards the Oxus; and, having immediately recrossed that river,
was now returned in great force to the confines of Fariaub. A want
of subordination among his troops, on the other hand, and a difference
of opinion among his principal officers constrained Abiilghauzy, on
reaching the station of Setiirgui, to recede, however reluctantly, from
his resolution of giving battle, and to retreat upon Serkhess, from
whence he finally withdrew to Asterabad. Upon this, after reducing
Serkhess, Saltan Sieid directed his march further towards Jirjaun,
Abdlghauzy, on intelligence of his approach, assuming afresh the
appearance of resolution, and advancing to meet him to a place here
called Kherraushaunah ; but again, by a concurrence of adverse cir-
cumstances, and not improbably by the disorderly spirit prevailing
among his troops, he was constrained, under cover of the first con-
venient night, to withdraw once more towards Adauk, the place of
his former retreat in Khaurezm. The territory of Asterabad was thus
recovered without a blow; and Siltan Sleid, having restored his au-
thority throughout the province, as well as that of Jarjaun, again
placed the whole under the government of his son Stltan Mahmud;
after which he returned 1o Herht, which he appears to have reached
on the twenty-second of the latter Rebbeia, of the eight hundred and
sixty-sixth of the hidjerah +
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But, as his thoughts were still powerfully attracted, by tlie neces-
sity of extinguishing the embers ot rebellion, kindled by the ambitious
and aspiring projects of Mirza Mahomwed Jouky, in Trausoxiana,
Stilian Seid did not long resign himself to the enjoyment of an inglo-
rious repouse at Herat. On the twenty seventh of the former Jum-
maudy,* he again quitted that metropolis for Balkh ; trom whence,
after the abode of a few days, he proceeded to the Oxus, which river
he crossed on the ninth of Rudjub.t Arriving at Samarkand shortly
afterwards, he hastened from thence to Shahrokhiah; the fortifications
of which had by this time been rendered so unassailable, otherwise
than by the most cautious and regular approaches, that, after giving
orders for the construction of the Mokaubel.kouh, counterforts, aud
other similar works.} to harrass and straiten the besieged, the Silian
thought 1t as well for the present, to return to Samarkand. In this
place we are informed that, during the Suitan’s absence in Transoxi-
ana, at the period under consideration, a dreadful contagious disorder
prevailed in Khorassaun, which swept off a prodigious multitude from
the cities, and other towns of that noble province.

Towards the commencement of the year eight hundred and sixty
seven.§ Stltan Sdeid proceeded in person to superintend, and expedite
the operations of the siege of Shahrokhiah; which, nevertheless, fully
employed the exertions of his army, for a period subsequent to this,
of nearly twelve months—the garrison being, however, at last compel-
led by famine, to solicit a capitulation, which they obtained on the
ninth day of Mohurrem of the eight hundred and sixty eighth of the
hidjerah,|| Mirza Mahommed Jonky immediately delivering himself
up to the mercy of his besiegers, from whom lie is said to have expe-
rienced a very humane and compassionate reception. Accompanied
by his captive, Stltan Saeid then returned again to Samarkand, and
fror thence, shortlyAafterwards, to Herat; where be appears to have

* 26ih of February. t 7th of April,
$ Although the use of arullery could not, at this period, have been unknown amoug the
Asiatics, since it had heen employed by Mahommed the 11d; with tremendous effect, aguinst
the walls of Constantiuople, many years before, yet it does not hitherto appear to have
been carried so far to the east-ward; else it would, probably, not have escaped the author's
observation, on this and some former occasions,
§ October 1462, Il 22nd of S ep tember 1463,
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arrived, on this octasion, on the twenty second of the latter Rebbeia,
of the same year.® Mirza Mahommed Jouky was there confined in
the citadel of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, where he remained to the day of his
death. The contagious and malignant disorder which bad spread its
ravages throughout Khorassaun, in the preceding, revisited Herat
during the present vear; in consequence of which, the Shltan took up
his residence, during winter, at what was usually considered the
summer quarters [ Yellauk] of Baudgheiss, amoug the hills to the
north-west.

When, on the approach of Sultan Sieid, as we have already seen in
a former page, Abulghauzy Sultan Hisseyne withdrew into Khaur-
ezm, where he continued for some tine a wanderer through different
parts of that country, until circumstances should arise more favoura-
ble to his views of aggraudizement, the year 865 seemed to present
the crisis which he had so patiently awaited ; and he again, in the
course of that year, advanced his standard towards Khorassaun, taking
the route of Kheyouk, or Khiivuk, and Tezhen, or Tedjen, for Abi.
werd, in the first instance. Fromn the latter place, however, he turn-
ed to the right towards Jennoushaun, or Khaboushaun, and from
thence proceeded to Neyshapur, finally directing his march for Ter-
sheiz. In the mean time, a report of these lhiostile movements reached
Shltan SAeid, in his retirement at Baudgheiss; from whence he hasten-
ed, not without marks ot considerable impatience, towards the terri-
tory of Foushenje, in advance of which place he now encamped—
dispatching a part of his force, under some of his most distinguished
captains, in the same direction of Tersheiz. In the neighborhood of
that place, Ablilghauzy, with not more than eighty horse, adventured
to engage this detached division, although it amounted to fifteen hun-
dred; whom, notwithstanding, he entirely defeated, having killed not
less than nine of the enemy.with hisown hand. The fugitives of this
disgraceful discomfiture, made the best of their way to the camp of
Sdaltan Sdeid; while Abdlghauzy returned, without molestation, to-
wards Mash-hed, and continuing his march to Merd. proceeded from
thence, once more to his retreat in Khaurezm, having successfully
€luded every attempt on the part of the officers of Sltan Saeid, to

® 2d of January 1464,
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interrupt his progreess. When, on the other hand, it was ascertained :
that the enterprizing Abdlghauzy had again withdrawn into Khaur-
ezm, the Stitan returncd to Herlt, and proceeded to pass the winter
of the eight hundred and sixty ninth of the hidjerah® at Merd. In the
course of the following spring, he returned again to his capital.

The succeeding year, the eight hundred and seventieth of the hid-
jerah,} appears to have been one of untroubled repose; great part of it
being devoted, by Stiltan Abd Séeid, to a protracted series of festivities
on the circumcision of his children. During the year eight hundred
and seventy one, he repaired to pass another winter at Merd, where,
in the course of the season, a messenger trcm Azerb4ijaun announced
to him the death of Ameir Jahaun Shah, [Zenza], in a battle with
Ameir Hussun Beg, the son of Ally, son of Kéra Othmaun, surnamed
Oztn Hussun, or Hussun the long, monarch of the Auk-kdeinld,
or white wethers; the Usun-Cassanes of Knolles, and the western
writers 3

1t appears that, when in conformity with the treaty of peace con-
cluded with Siltan Sieid, as formerly related, Ameir Jahaun Shah
was withdrawing with his troops into Azerbaijaun, Mirza Peir Bedauk,
the bravest and most distingushed of his sons, separated from the army
in discontent; and that he proceeded by therouteof Tebbess, and Yezd,
into Farss, where he openly declared himself hostile to the authority of
his father. In this course of hostility, notwithstanding repeated at-
tempts, on the part of the father, to recal him by fair means to a sense
of his duty, he obstinately persisted, until the expedient was thought
of, ot employing the interposition of his mother; who proceeded in
person to Shirauz, and at last prevailed upon him, with his family and
followers, to quit that province, and remove to Baghdad. Neverthe-
less, he had not continued long in possession of that government,
which had been conferred upon him by paternal indulgence, before
he was again impelled by the spirit of ambition, to raise the standard
of rebellion against histather. It b:came therefore necessary to em-
ploy the intervention of superior force to reduce him to his allegiance;

and Ameir Jahaun Shah, in person, at the head of a very powerful
* A.D. 1461-65. + Commencing 23rd of August 1465..
t According to Knolles, he was, bowever, the son of Pachratin, or Ameir Taherten,

priace of Erzenjaun, so frequently mentioned in the life of Teymdr,
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army, marched accordingly, to lay siege to the me tropolis of Baghdad,
where every thing had been prepared by Peir Bedauk, for the most
obstinate and determined resistance. The sicge was protracted by
various means of defence, for a period. of nearly twelve months ; at
the conclusion of which, having exhausted every article that could,
in any shape, be converted to the support of existence, even to their
dogs and cats, the inhabitants submitted to the alternative of implor-
ing for mercy, and for that purpose sent.out a deputation to treat
with Ameir Jahaun Shah, who consented without much difficuliy to
give them terms. Rejoicing at any prospect of relief to their suffer-
ings, the half starved Baghdadians immediately threw open their
gates, and repaired in crouds to the camp of their besiegers ; but Peir
Bedauk forbare to quit his palace, without, however, the smallest
suspicion that bis father entertsined any design against his life. In
the mean time, his brother Mahommedy had received the orders of
Ameir Jahaun Shah to proceed with a band of soldiers to put him
to death ; and these executidners of a father’s just, but cruel ven-
geance, rushing sword in hand, with their faces masked, into the
palace, terminated his career accordingly, at the very moment he was
about to visit the camp of his father.

But, with this act of sanguinary justice, the prosperity of Ameir
Jahaun Shah, terminated for ever. For having set his mind at rest
from domestic treason, he now directed his views towards the
means of prosecuting his vengeance against Ameir IHussun Beg the
grandson of Kara Othmaun ; the Ozdn Hussun, to whom we . have
recently adverted, with whom he had always lived on terms of inve-
terate hostility. When he became apprized of the designs of his ad-
versary. and that he was already on his march from Baghdid in that
direction, Ozdn Hussun, with a body of his followers, proceeded to
take post in one of the passes among the mountains of his country,
between Armenia and Diaurbekir, while Ameir Jahaun Shah, bend-
ing his course towards the plains of Moush and Erzeroum, finally
encamped at no great distance from him.. Ozidn Hussun, whose ad-
dress was not inferior to his courage, immediately opened a corres-
pondence with the invader, in order to mollify his resentment, and, if

possible, to conciliate his good will. Al this was, however, ascribed
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A.D; 871, to some motive of weakness, or pusillanimity, by Ameir Jahaun
K&'%}:%% Shah ; so that, after wasting the whole of the summer in inactivity,
akhbaur, 'the troops, on the setting in of the cold season, becoming impatient of
the severity of the weather, were permitted, after the formality of a
council of war, to return to their homes; and the monarch, with an
ordinary retinue of his principal officers and attendants, ventured to
continue on the spot for several days, indulging in every species of
irregularity and intemperance. His camp and that of Ozin Hussun
were, in the mean time, only separated by an intervening narrow
ridge of hills, and the latter prince became early apprized of this dis-
graceful remissness on the part of his enemies. Having therefore pre-
viously ascertained their situation, by sending one of his spies to
explore their camp, under pretence of seeking for a stray horse, he
hastened at the head of two thousand of his troops to attack them.
Mirza Y Gissuf, the son of Ameir Jahaun Shah, endeavored for a mo-
ment to make head against the assailants, but, being compelled to give
way at the very first onset, flew to acquaint his father with the ex-
tent of the danger to which he was expcsed. Ameir Jahaun Shah
perceived no hope of safety but in immediate flight, to which he was
constrained to betake himself, before he could put on one of the most
indispensable articles of dress. Oztin Hussun was, indeed, already in
the camp, and both the Mirzas Mahommedy and Y dssuf became his
prisoners, while many of the Turkomaun officers were cut to pieces
without mercy. Ameir Jahaun Shah was pursued, in the mean time,
by an ordinary trooper, attracted by the splendor of his habit and the
excellence of his horse; and being finally overtaken, his head was
instatitly struck off by his pursuer, who now arrayed himself in the
habiliments of the fallen monarch, and fixing the head to the straps
‘of his'saddle, thus returned towards the camp of his general. On his
way back, however, the head, by some means or other, slipped from its
festening and was lost; but as the dress of Ameir Jahaun Shah was
too ‘well remembered by many of the prisoners to pass unobserved,
his destroyer was sent for, a few days afterwards, by Ozdn Hussun,
and interrogated as to the means by which it came into his possession.
On this he faithtully related what had passed, and furnished such
exact information on the subject, that the head of the unfortunate
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monarch was found without great difficulty, and immediately recog-
nized by his unhappy sons; one of whom, Mirza Mahommedy, was
then put to death, and Mirza Ydssuf, the other, was deprived of
sight, by order of the conqueror. The"ministers and principal offi-
cers, who conducted the government during the absence of Ameir
Jahaun Shah, as soon as they became apprized of this catastrophe,
hastened to place his eldest son, Mirza Hussun Ally, although here
represented as an idiot from his cradle, on the throne ot his father;
and the gates of the treasury having been immediately thrown open
by him, not less than one hundred and eighty thousand stipendiaries
were shortly afterwards enrolled in his established pay. A memorial
was at the same time dispatched to announce the victory of Ozin
Hussup, and to demand the immediate aid of Saltan Aba Sheid, and
of the government of Khorassaun.

These events were accordingly made known to Siltan Sieid, while
at Merl, as we have already stated, during the winter of the eight
hundred and seventy-second of the hidjerah ;* and he determined
immediately on undertaking the final reduction of Irak Ajem and
Azcrbaijaun.  After dispatching some preliminary arrangements, of
which it would be superfluous to enter into the detail, the Siltan,
in the early part of the month of Shabaun,t accordingly quitted Me-
rd, at the head of a very powerful army ; and, by the route of Jaum,
Mish-bhed, and Raudegaun, proceeded to Kalboush, on the frontier
between Mazanderaun and Irak Ajem. At this station he remained
for some time, to recreate himself; while several of his officers were
employed to take possession of different towns in Farss and Irak, in
which they appear in general to have been successful beyond expec-
tation ; and they accordingly conveyed to the treasury of their master,
a very considerable supply, from the revenues of the several coun-
tries thus secured to his authority.

From the period of his departure on the expedition, to that of his
arrival at Kalboush, the ambassadors of Oztin Hussun had repeatedly
presented themselves in the camp of Stltan Saeid, with assurances of

attachment on the part of their master ; forcibly expostulating, at the -
same time, on the inconsistency of espousing the cause of the de- .
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'A.H.8%. scendants of Kara Yhssuf, the ancient enemy of his race, against the
Am%l;‘ml_.‘ ndson of Kara Othmaun, the approved-vassal and faithful ally of
aﬁ,‘f::;:"l" the inmortal Teymér. From:Kalboust, after-entertaining them very
sumptuously, the Siltan ‘now - dismissed these ambassadors with a
magnificent tiara, baldric, and scimitar, together with a message for
Ameir Hussun; apprizing him'in effect,"that when the Fcheghataian
army should have taken up its quarters in Azerbaijaun, and Ameir
Hussun Beg should make his appearance in person in-the presence
of the Stltan, su¢h arrangements would be concluded between them,
as might appear suitable to the circumstances of the moment. The
Stiltan then conducted his troops to the territory of Rey ; and here
the information first reached him that ‘the power of his ally, Mirza
Hussun Ally the son of Ameir Jahaun Shah, had been already sub-
verted ; an event which appears to have been brought to pass under
the following circumstances.

This prince had, it seems, taken a position with his army in the
neighborhood of Marend, north of the city of Tebreiz, with the de-
termination of giving battle to‘Oziin Hussun ; but, having been under
the necessity of detaching a'considerable part of his force in advance,
under two of his Ameirs, of whose fidelity he harboured no suspicion,
these two chiefs with the whole of their followers, notwithstanding,
basely betrayed their trust, and went over to the enemy; and the
report of this alarming desertion producing, as might have been ex-
pected, the utmost confusion in the camp of Mirza Hussun Ally, the
troops in general infected by the example of their associates in ad-
vance, proteeded in large bodies to join the standard of Oztin Hus-
sun, while others made the best of their way to the army of Siltan
Saeid. The latter, however, advanced shortly afterwards to Sdltau-
nish, and'Oz6n Hussun withdrew on the intelligence to Karabaugh,
on the other side of the Araxes; but before the Stltan had yet ad-
vanced from the neighborhood of Stltauniah, a dispatch was received
from Ameir Mezeid, and the officers who had been sent on to Te-
breiz, urging his immediate presence with the army, at that capital,
s indispensably necessary to secure the final attainment of the ohjects
of his expedition. A letter Trom Oz(in Hussun addressed to the
‘chiefs at Tebreiz, accompanied this dispatch, the seal of which letter,
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‘contrary to what was his practice on former occasions, being put to
the face, or perhaps the head of the contents, instead of to the joining
‘of the envelope. The purport of the letter was, however, in a tone
of authority to require that the Tcheghatasan Ameirs would immedi-
ately withdraw from Tebreiz, the government of which he said that
‘he had bestowed upon his son Agherlt Mahommed. Inconsequence
of this information, Ameir Y ussuf of Shirauz, was dispatched to take
charge of Tebreiz ; the Sultan, at the same time, advancing his head
quarters to Miaunah—where he was joined, shortly afterwards, by the
unfortunate Mirza ilussun Ally, his son Saltan Ally, and his blind
brother Y ussuf, all of whom he received with equal compassion and
‘generosity.

In these circumstances, another agent from Ozln Hussun appeared
in the camp of the Sultan, in the person of Yussuf Beg, the brother’s
son of that prince, whose reception was conducted with extraordinary
pomp of arrangement ; the agent not being permitted to approach the
person of the Stultan, until he had placed himself seven and twenty
times on his knees. Through the medium of the ministers of state,
he was then allowed to represent on the part of his uncle, that for the
period of almost a century, his family under every vicissitude had
maintained an unshaken attachment for the house of Teymir; and
that the samne attachment still continued, and would ever continue
unimpaired. That with respect to the two provinces of Farss and
Irak Ajem, he had already freely ceded both to the Siiltan’s govern-
ment ; and that the province of Azerbaijaun was equally at the dis-
posal of the agents of his authority. That the only indulgence he
claimed, was to be permitted to remain in that region of reeds and
rushes, until the severity of winter should have abated; and the
drifting snow should have been so far reduced in the roads and passes,
as to enable him to withdraw altogether into the country of his ances-
tors. To this, the Siltan persisted in replying as before, that when
‘e should reach the proper place, he would take care that every thing
should be arranged in a manner suitable to the claims and circum-
stances of all the parties concerned; and, with this reply, he dispatched
‘his cousin german Mirza Mahmid, in company with the just men-
tioned Yussuf Beg, te the presence of Oziin Hussun.
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Affecting a state and ceremony corresponding with what-he under-
stood to have been observed, on the reception of his ambassador, by
Stltan Séeid, Ozdn Hussun, on the arrival of Mirza Mahmad, gave
directions accordingly ; so that on his introduction to the chamber of
audience, Mirza Mahmdd found, seated on a throne of gold,. Mirza
Yadgaur Mahommed, the grandson of Mirza Baysungur, son of Shah
Rokh, with Ozin Hussun standing on the l-ft hand of the throne, in
an attitude of stern regard, and the whole of his generals, and princi-
pal officers, in glittering armour, placed in ranks on different sides.
The Mirza, on his entrance, was directed by a nod from Qzdn Hus-
sun, after repeated genuflexions, to address himself first of all to Yad-
gaur Mahommed; after which he was permitted to kiss the hand of
Ozin Hussun, to explain the object of his mission, and in a short
time to depart with his answer.

On the other hand, the Sultan had been deliberating with his mi-
nisters, with regard to the place which should be chosen for the winter
quarters of the army; and it had been determined to proceed imme-
diately across the Araxes, to Kirabaugh, with the design of expelling
Ozun Hussun fromthat place,and there passing the approaching winter.
For this purpose, the army was put in motion accordingly, leaving
Tebreiz on the left hand, and taking the road to the right towards
Ardebeil, which led more immediately towards Karabaugh. When,
however, the Stiltan had conducted his troops within seven farsangs,
or about five and twenty miles, of his object, it was found advisable,
in consequence of an unforeseen scarcity of provisions, to change the
direction of the march towards Mahmudabad; in order to cross the
Aras, or Araxes, possibly lower down, and to come to an encampment
1n front of that town; and in the expectation of receiving abundant
supplies from the prince of Shirvaun, whose ambassadars had been for
some time in attendance upon the Siltan, On their way to the Araxes,
in proseccution of this new plan of operations, the march of the army
lay, unfortunately, over some plains the herbage of which proved of
a quality so noxious, that every animal that fed upon it, perished; and
not a drop of drinkable water was to be discovered in any direction.
They contrived, however, 1o reach their destination at last, in front

of Mahmidabad, although the circumstance does not appear to have
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materially removed the now distressing scarcity; no less a sum than
ten dinaurs,® heing given at this period for a maunn, or about seven
pounds weight, of either wheat or barley. The greater part of the
cattle had already perished, and hunger and tamine soon levelled the
distinctions of rich and poor. For some days, however, a supply of
provisions continued to arrive along the river, from the territory of the
prince of Shirvaun, the camp of Ozan Hussun intersecting the shorter
road; and his troops having, by this time, secured the approaches in
every other direction so completely, that not a man could pass to the
camp of the Stltan, either from Khorassaun, Farss, or Irak.

At this crisis, or a short 1ime before, Moulana Shums-ud-dein Ma-
hommed Muammai[enigmatist] the Suddur, had been dispatched, by
Saltan Sheid, on same mission of importance to Shirauz, and this per-
son had reached Istabaun in safety; but, on his arrival in that city, he
was prevented by the governor, on the part of Siltan Saeid, trom pro-
ceeding any further towards Shirauz, information having been received
that Seyud Ally Beg, the lieutenant of the province, had long since
thrown off his allegiance to the authority of the Saltan. Moulana
Shums-ud-dein, considerably rejoiced at his escape, was returning to
the camp of his master, under protection of a convoy of arms and stores
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from Khorassaun, when the whole were attacked and captured by

the troops ot Oziin Hussun, employed to cut off the communication
in that quarter. Shums-ud-dein was conducted, shortly afterwards,

together with his fellow prisoners, to the presence of Ozin Hussun,

to whom he had already been favorably recommended, by Suddur-ud-
dein, one of the lords of his court; and the same lord proceeding, on
his introduction, to repeat what had been previously represented in his
favor, Oziin Hussun suddenly raising his head, said aloud *¢ that so
* far from any thing fatal to apprehend from his resentment, it was not
¢ his intention to do him the slightest injury. On this, approaching
with greater courage, Shums-ud-dein placed himself on his knees be-
fore the monarch, and was immediately directed to take his station
at large, among the individuals admitted to his most intimate confi.
dence. :

1t appears, that a communication across the Araxes with the camp

® £4-11-8 ot the lowest computation,
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of the Saltan, had been. established by the prince of Shirvaun; and:
even lower down, towards the posts of Ozin Hussun, at the distance
of two farsangs, the Khorassaunians, and the subjects of the Shirvaun .
Shah, had hitherto continued to pass and repass without interruption..
To destroy, or intercept this communication, a body of two hundred.
select cavalry had been privately detached, by Oztu Hussun; but a
Tarkomaun officer, of the name of Khorouss Beg, on his way.to join
this detachment, being taken prisoner by a small party of the Khoras-.
saunian troops, he was conducted immediately. to the presence of the
Stltan; and the information extorted from this officer, led to the alinost
unavoidable capture of the greater part of the de:achment, of which a
considerable number were brought prisoners to the camp of the Saltan.
One night, not long afterwards,a body of the Tirkomauns approaching
the outskirts of the encampment, ard giving a prodigious alarm by
their frightful-shouts and barbarous music, the shahzadahs, and the
whole of the generals, on their knees intreated that they might be
allowed to attack the enemy, without effect; the Stltan insisting that
it was not advisable to engage the rebels in the dark. In the morning
it was discovered, that the whole force of the enemy did not exceed
fifteen hundred men, and the circumstance produced a great deal of
unavailing regret among the Khorassaunian troops.

By this time, through the extreme scarcity of provender, and foraze
of every description, all that remained of the Sdltan’s horses, were
reduced to mere skeletons; and their riders were rendered incapable of
anysortof exertion,much more so of replying to the bitter tauntsof the
enemy in the field of battle. Those of the Tirkomauns, on the other
haud, were in the highest condition, and they were perpetually exhi.
biting their skill apnd activity in front of the Sialtauw’s encampment,
cutting to pieces all those who fell into their hands, of whatever
nation, belonging te his army. To add to the misfortunes of the
Khorassaunians, when they had centinued for some time longer ex-
Pposed to every species of privation, iusult, and alarm, the prince of
Shirvaun suddenly deserted their cause, and drew. the whole of his
boats, and river craft, to the opposite side of the Araxes; by which
unlooked for measure, great numbers of the S@ltan’s subjects were
entirely cut off from their friends, and plundered of all their property.
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What led to this alarming defection, is described to have been a com- a. . g7s.
munication from Oziin Hussun to the Shirwaunian, to apprize him, A. D. 1460.
that whatever expectations he might have formed on the subject, it Ro:;::“'
was the design of the Tcheghathians, in the event of success, to rob
and plunder his country; and that it would be then too late to reflect
upon the folly and rashness of his ill-assorted alliance. The message
produced some unplcasant speculations in the mind of the Shirvaun
Shah,and from that momeat, from the friend, he became the d-termin-
ed enemy of the Sdltan. To such an extremity, at all events, from
the monarch to the most obscure soldier, was the Khorassaunian ariny
now reduced, by the total failure of supplies, that it was finally resol-
ved to commence, without further delay, the retreat for Ardebeil.
The direction of their march led the troops, as it happened, through
amarshy swamp full of pits and sloughs, over which, in order to secure
a tolerable footing, they were reduced to the expedient of spreading
their tents, blankets, and cloaks, for the space of half a farsang, by
w hich means, with considerable difficulty, they, however, at last ef-
fected a passage, the Siltan himself remaining on the spot until he
saw that every indwvidual of the army was safe over. Fortunately,
the retreat of the Khorassaunians was so sudden, and possibly unex-
pected, as to have been unperceived by the enemy, otherwise their
fate must have here found its consummation; as it was, the greater
surviving part of their cattle was left to perish in the swamp, together
with an immense quantity of baggage of every description. Having
seen his troops extricated from this web of danger and perplexity,
and conducted them to a convenient spot fur encampment, the Sil-
tan dispatched some of his principal officers, with three thousand
camels, and two hundred tomauns in specie, to bring a supply of
grain and sheep from Guzzulniauje. On the twelfth day of Rudjub,
of the eight hundred and seventy third of the hidjerah,* Seyud Ma-
raud had been sent to the rear of the army, in order to give intelligence
of the approach of the enemy; when, after he had proceeded to a short
distance, that officer fell iR with a body of four hundred Tirkoman
horse, under the command of a chief of thc name of Ameir Beg, who

immediately entered into a conversation with him, in the course of
¢ 25th of January, 1469.
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which he demanded, since Siltan Abd Sieid had made the preposte-
rous choice of war, with those who had been the unshaken friends,

-and peace, with those who had been the deadly enemies of his tamily,

ifor the period of nearly a century, how much further he proposed to

retire, before he should either have tried the issue of a fair conflict,
or made some attempt to bring the matter to an accommodation; and
he concluded by observing, that if the Siltan possessed any regard
for his own welfare, or for that of the people under his authority, it
behoved him, before another day should have passed over his head,
to depute a certain number of his principal officers, to meet an equal
number on the part of Ameir Hussun Beg, [ Assem Beius]; who was
still, as he alleged, sincerely disposed to prove his attachment, and to
terminate all their differences by a solid peace.

Instead, however, of attending to this apparently amicable proposal,
Ameir Seyud Mezeid, with other Ameirs of distinction, went out the
day following in the same direction ; and finding the detachment of
Tarkomauns posted on the same spot as the day before, ininediately
attacked, and, as they were in force greatly inferior, dispersed them
at the very first onset. Such has he had taken prisoners he then
dispatched to the camp of the Sditan, having determined to proceed
himself in pursuit of the fugitives, without delay, contrary to the
strenuous remonstrance of Seyud Arghiln, one of his associates; who
distinctly forewarned him, that the Tirkomans would doubtless be
supported in their rear, and that, considering the reduced and meager
state of his horses, if the obvious dictates of common prudence had
any influence on his conduct, he would remain where he was, without
advancing enestep further. To this, however, he paid not the smallest
attention ; and the consequence proved such as might have been easily
foreseen. When he had advanced but a short distance in pursuit of
the Tdrkomans, OzGn Hussun in person, at the head of two thou-
sand horse in perfect array and the best condition, suddenly rushed
from the place where he lay in ambuscade; and while they wereina
state of heedless dispersion, fell furiously upon the detachment,
of whom little less than five hundred, composed of Ameirs, and other
Young men of the first distinction, were immediately cut to pieces.
Seyud Mezeid the commander, became a prisoner to the Tdrkomans;
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and those who escaped both slaughter and captivity might, for the
moment, have considered themselves fortunate to have been able to
effect their retreat, in a condition however shattered and deplorable,
to the camp of the Sdltan. The sons of Ameir Ally Shukker, who had
also attended Seyud Mezeid on this ill-starred excursion, and were
among those who returned in safety, however, declined entering the
encampment, but made the best of their way, accompanied by Siiltan
Ally the son of Mirza Hisseyne, or rather Hussun Ally, prince of
A zerbdijaun, towards Hamadaun ; where, at a subsequent period, they
put their companion to death. During this embarrassing and peril-
ous crisis, Mirza Hussun Ally himself had, in the mean time, by de-
sire of SGltan Sieid, remained in a state of inactivity at Tebreiz.
That crisis was, however, now rapidly hastening to its final disclo-
sure, and the Saltan was at last convinced of the expediency of enter-
ing upon some plan of accommodation, in which he conceived it
would be requisite to employ the mediation of some individual,
cqually distinguished by respectability of birth and dignity of charac-
ter; and his choice, on this trying occasion, fell upon Seyud Ghey-
auth-ud-dein, descended from Seyud Kowaum-ud-dein, the prince of
Aumol and Saury frequently mentioned under the reign of Teymir.
This personage, who is described to have surpassed the most illus-
trious.of his race, that lived at the same period, was accordingly
directed to proceed to the camp of Ozin Hussun, for thus we shall
continue to call him, although Ameir Hussun Beg is the appellation
by which he is usually distinguished by the oriental writers; and he
was received with the most flattering respect, by the Tirkoman
monarch, who hastened to meet, and cordially embraced him, before
the entrance of his pavilion, or tent of audience. He announced to
him, however, at the same moment, that his resolution was taken, not
to consent to an accommodation on any terms; and yet, that he should
feel himself under considerable embarrassment in adhering to such a
resolution, contrary to what might be indicated to him, through the
medium of one whom he was disposed so highly to esteem. But, be-
fore they could enter further into the discussion, Ameir Seyud Ibrau-.
him of Koumm, accompanied by no less a personage than the Siltan’s.
own mother, presented himself in. the camp of the Tarkoman ; and
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alinost at the same instant, appeared the Seyud of Ardebeil—doubt-
less Sheikh Heyder Ardebeily, who was married to Martha the
.daughter of Ozin Hussun, the fruit of which marriage was Ismieil
the I. the first Persian monarch of the house of Seffy, who must there-
fore have been the grandson of Ozin Hussun.®* The Seyud of Arde-
beil had, it seems, been dispatched some time before, by Oztin Hus-
sun himself, on a pretended pacific mission to the camp of Abl Sheid;
and be now assured the Tirkoman, that the troops of Khorassaun
were already reduced to the utmost extremity of distress and despair;
that they were hourly perishing of themselves, through hunger, dis-
ease, and famine; and that it would, therefore, be the height of folly
and impolicy, to listen to any proposal of accommodation from their
prince.

These arguments had their full weight in deciding the judgment ot
Ozin Hussun; and accordingly, when the agents of Saltan Saeid, in
explaining the objects of their mission, proceeded to state, that having
5o lately rejected every overture towards an accommodation on the
part of Ameir Hussun, they were now come on the part of their mas-
ter, to demand peace, on any terms that he might be disposed to grant
them; their supplications had little force against the more convincing,
and important information, conveyed through the Ardebeilian Seyud;
and Ozin Hussun, without further ceremony, announced to them,
that the affairs of their master had now passed the crisis at which ac-
commodation was attainable, since they were at this moment in a
state of confusion beyond remedy ; the Khorassaunian Ameirs having
themselves condescended to declare, that the power of Siltan Sacid
had reached its close, and that the sun of his glory was about to set
forever. His attention seemed then directed to make certain friendly
inquiries into the personal affairs of Seyud Gheyauth-ud-dein Ma-
hommed ; in the course of which, having given him to understand
that he was not ignorant that Saltan Sieid had been undera promise
to invest him with the government of Saury, which promise, when it
was fairly in his power, he had omitted to fulfil; and calling to one
of his secretaries, he immediately ordered him to draw out a patent
for the government in question, and having executed it on the spot

® Vide Knolies's History of the Turks,
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with the necessary formalities, he delivered it into the hands of the
Seyud. The agents of Abl Sieid were then permitted to take their
departure without further detention.

But the mother of the Siltan had scarcely re-entered the camp of
her son, together with her conductors, when the Tiarkoman troops
followed, with little to apprehend from the resistance of their adver-
saries; the Khorassaunian Ameirs having, in the mean time indeed,
quitted their posts, and gone over to the camp of Ozin Hussun; and
the same day at noon, perceiving that all was lost, the Sdltan himself
took to flight. He was, however, immediately pursued, by the two
sons of Ozdn Hussun, by whom he was easily overtaken ; and before
midnight he was safcly lodged in the camp of his enemy, undera guard
from whom it would be no easy matter toeffect his escape. At the
expiration of two days, the captive monarch was sent for to the pre-
sence of Ozan Hussun; who advanced to receive him, when he saw
that he had approached within a short distance of the audience tent,
and otherwise treated him with every mark of respect due to the exal-
ted station, from which he had so suddenly fallen. When they had
taken their scats in the assembly, Ozin Hussun, in stating his vari-.
ous grievances, proceeded at some length to enumerate the many
injuries which he had sustained, in return for the multiplied instances
of zeal and attachment, uniformly exhibited in his conduct towards
the Stltan; to which the latter endeavored to reply, in such terms as
appeared suitable to the occasion. And it would seem, that when
these mutual explanations had taken place, after remanding his captive
to safe custody, Ozan Hussun, so far from entertaining any further
design to his injury, actually intended to furnish the unfortunate
monarch with an equipage suitable to his princely rank, and finally
to restore him to liberty and his country.

But, on entering into consultation on the subject, with the principal
ministers and Ameirs of his court, the whole strecuously united in
remonstrating against the obvious impolicy, and even imbecility, after
accumulating upon him every species of insult, distress, and injury,
of reposing any confidence in the professions of that man, to whose
forbearance so little could be trusted, when nothing had been done
on their part to provoke his hostility. For it was absurd to conceive,
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that when restored to power, he would omit to apply it to the punish.
ment and subversion of that state from which he had, however deser-
vedly, experienced so many severe calamities. On this occasion,
however, none were so forward to urge the immediate destruction of
Abi Saeid, as the agent of the prince of Shirwaun ; because, on the
same day, the unfortunate monarch had taken an opportunity of re-
minding this man, that Oziin Hussun had never triumphed over the
Tcheghatbian army, were it not for the perfidious desertion of the
Shirwaunian, and the consequent failure of supplies. The agent was
therefore persuaded, that if ever he regained his liberty, and in his
turn triumphed over the power of his enemies, the Siltan would con-
vey the whole soil of Shirwaun, into Khorassaun, .in the very feeding-
bags of his horses.

On the twenty-second of Rudjub, at all events, of the eight hun-
dred and seventy-third of the hidjerah,* the captive monarch was
conducted to visit his kinsman, the Mirza Yadgaur Mahommed son
of Siltan Mahommed, recently mentioned ; who on the approach of
the Siltan within a short distance of his tent, respectfully advanced
to receive, and to all appearance, also most cordially embraced him.
He then returned into his tent, and the Stltan was stepping forward to
follow, when the attendants suddenly interposed, and announced that
he must remain where he was. The Saltan now discovered that the
crisis of his destiny was arrived; and seating himself down on the
spot, with his face towards the Keblah of the temple of Mekkal,
his thread of life was instantly dissevered by the executioners of hu-
man vengeance. We have been led to be thus circumstautial in
describing the latter events of the reign of Saltan Séeid, which occu.
pied altogether a period of eighteen years, because the subject became
more material to our history from the consideration that he was the
grandfather of the illustrious Saltan Béber, the celebrated founder of
the Hindustauny branch of the house of Teymir; of whom we are
pledged to speak mare at length before we come to the conclusion of
these memoirs.

The moment it became known that Stltan Sieid had oonsigned

himself to the hazards of a precarious flight, the utmost consternation
® 4th of February, 1469,
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took possession of the Khorassaunians; while the Turkomaunian

A. H. 872,

soldiery, pouring into the royal quarters, immediately proceeded to A:D- 1460.

indulge without restraint in all the excesses of robbery and pillage.
But the royal tents and their appendages remained yet substantially
untouched, when Ozin Hussun in person fortunately arrived ; and
placing himself on horseback before the principal entrance, sternly
called upon the troops to forbear from these acts of licentious outrage.
Orders were then given to secnre the treasure, and to station the
necessary guards for the protection of the females of the family of the
Stltan. A mandate was promulgated at the same tire, that the
Ameirs of Kliorassaun, with their military retainers, sliould immedi-
ately enrol themselves under the standard of Mirza Mahommed, and
not a tew readily conformed to this arrangement. Others dispersed
in differcnt directions to all parts of the country; and such of the
principal officers and ministers of the household of the Saltan, as
became prisoners in the hands of the Tirkomans, were generously set
at large at the command of Ozin Hussun; excepting only Meirek
Abdurraheim the Suddur, chief judge, or perhaps metropolitan, who,
because the Sultan is alleged to have been actuated in his hostile
designs towards Ameir Hussun, principally through his malignant
counsels, was therefore cord=mnned to be flayed alive, and his skin
stuffed with straw, to be suspended by the side of the high road,
exposed to the view of the troops as they passed to their respective
destinations,

At the period of his death, there were, of the children of Sultan
Abl Saeid, living eleven sons, as enumerated in the following list:
Mirza Stultan Ahmed ; Mirza Stiltan Mahommed; Mirza Stltan Mah-
mud ; Mirza Shah Rokh; Mirza Oligh Beg; Mirza Omar Sheikh ;
Mirza AbGi Bukker ; Mirza Sultan Muraud ; Mirza Siltan Khaleil ;
Mirza Sdltan Walid, and Mirza Saltan Omar. Of these, the Mirzas
Stltan Mahommed and Shah Rokh, became the prisoners of Ozin
Hussun, on the fatal discomfiture in Azerbaijaun, and were lodged in
confinement in some of the castles, in the neighboring province
of Irdk Ajem. At the expiration of a certain period, they were
however, set at large, and lived for along time in different parts
of that country in extreme indigence ; until the eight hundred and
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ninety-ninth of the hidjerah, when, on his way towards Khorassaun,
Shah Rokh died at Saury in the province of Mazanderaun, his body
being conveyed to HerAt, where it was buried in the mansoleum of
Gouhershaud Aga. M:rza Sdltan Mahommed was, however, sup-
posed to be still living in the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah,*
the period at which the author of the Kholuusset-ul-akhbaur was
about to close his history. Mirza Sialtan Mahmad, the most dis-
creet and virtuous, according to our author, of all the Siltan’s chil-
dren, escaped the general catastrophe, and made his way guod into
Khorassaun; but, as the metropolis of Herat was by that time in the
possession of Abtlghauzy Stltan Hosseyne, he continued his retreat to
Samarkand, in order to join his elder brother Séltan Ahmed, who held
the government of Transoxiana. He was received with great kindness
ana affection, and continued to live with his brother on terms of the
happiest cordiality for some time ; until, seduced by the counsels of
ambition, he embraced the opportunity, while amusing himself in the
neighborheod of Samarkand, under pretence of hunting, to withdraw
into the territory of Hessaur, [shaudemaun], of the government of
which, together with Buddukhshaun, Kondez, and Bakalaun, he
contrived to put himself in possession ; and to these, on the death of
Mirza Stitan Ahmed, in the eight hundred and ninety-ninth of tle
hidjerah,} he further added the government of Samarkand. He did
not, however, long enjoy this acquisition of power, dying also in the
month of Mohurrem, of the year nine hundred.}

Mirza Sdltan Mahmid left four sons, whose names were as follows:
Mirza Stltan Méssioud ; Mirza Baysungur; Mirza Siltan Ally ; and
Mirza Suiltan Weiss. Ot these the former became, on the death of
his father, prince of Hessaur, while Mirza Baysungur succeeded to
the government of Samarkand ; and hostilities ensuing between this
latter prince and his brother Stltan Ally, he took him prisoner, and
directed that he should be deprived of sight. By some means or
other, the Siltan contrived, however, to sustain the operation with.
out injury to his eyes, and escaped some time afterwards to Bok hara.
At that place Séiltan Ally bad sufficient influence to raise an army with

* Cammencing 7th August, A, D. 1499. + Commencing L1th Octobsr, A. D, 1493.
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which he advanced to Samarkand ; his brother Baysungur unable to
oppose him in the field, concealing himself among the inhabitants
within the walls of that citv. Buta convenient opportunity offering,
shortly afterwards, he eff-cted his escapg from thence to Kondez,
where he claimed the protection of Ameir Khossrou Shah, one of
those officers who had been brought up under his father’s bounty ;
leaving his brother Siltan Ally 1n undisturbed possession of Samar-
kand, over which he still continued to exercise the sovereign autho-
rity, in the nine hundred and fitth ot the hidjerah.

Mirza Baysungur, on the other hand, on his arrival at Kondez, was
immediately invested with the royal dignity by Ameir Khossrou
Shab; and hostilities commenced, not long afterwards, under his au-
thority to deprive his brother Sialtan Missioud of the power which
he had established over the government of Hessaur. The latter found
it expedient to withdraw, from a contest to which he conceived his
resources unequal, into Khorassaun, where he was most honorably
received by Abdlghauzy Sultan Hiasseyne ; who bestowed upon him
the hand of one of his daughters, with every thing that could contribute
to repair the losses which he might have sustained, in his unjust ex-
pulsion fiom his hereditary government. When he had resided for
some time at Herat, tasting all the enjoyments of a splendid repose,
Abalghauzy, to crown the measure of his bounties, furnished him
witha powerful army to re-conquer his government of Hessaur; but,
when he was arrived within a short distance of his destination, Sultan
Mssdoud suffered himself to be persuaded, by repeated messages
from Ameir Khossrou Shah, that that perfidious chief was eutirely in
his interests ; and being completely deceived by these insidious pro-
fessions, he had the folly and imprudence. unaccompanied by his army,
to proceed to Kondez, or Kondoz. And there, with a total disregard
to the ties of gratitude and the obligations of public faith, he was
instantly deprived of sight, and, accompanied by a slender escort, dis-
missed for Samarkand ; with the supposition that he would be per-
mitted to spend the remainder of his days at that place, under the
protection of his brother Siltan Ally. Trusting, however, to the better
tried humanity of Abdlghauzy Siltan Husseyne, the unfortunate
Mussdoud determined on repairing once more to Herdt; where he
VoL. 1I1. 4L
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finally arrived in safety, and eontinued still.to reside under the pro.
tection of his benefactor, in the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah.
Having thus rencered SGltan Musshoud. utterly incapable of any
further views on the sovereign power, Ameir Khossrou Shah no longer
delayed to carry into execution his perfidious.plans against Mirza
Baysungur, whom, with equal baseness and cruelty, he cuused to be
murdered a short time afterwards; and thus finally succeeded in esta-
blishing his authority, without a competitor, over the whole territory
of Kondez, and Bakalaun, together with Buddukhshaun and Hessaur,
Sultan Weiss, the fourth of the sons of Mirza Siltan Mabmid, in
the midst of these disturbances, escaped into Tarkestaun; where he
was still living among his maternal kindred, at the period to which
the author of the Kholausset ul-akhbaur had now brought his history.
To proceed with the remainder of the sons of Siilian Abu Sacid,
Mirza Olugh Beg, the 5th in order, had, as it would appear, previous
to the death of his father, been invested with the governments of
Kabll and Gheznein, and was still in undisputed possession at the
period so often referred to, the nine hundred and fifth of the hidjerah.®
The Sultan had also conferred the province of Buddukhsliaun, upon
Mirza Aba Bukker, the seventh of the illustrious brothers, whom our
author considers as the most warlike of the whole; and he continued
in the government of that country, long during the life of his father,
and, through the ¢xemplary kinduness and generosity of Abhlghauzy
Sultan Hassey ne, for some time subsequent to his death.  But ulti-
mately disregarding his obligations 10 that benevolent priuce, and
engagiug in hostilities against his authority. he becaine, after many a
severe and obstiuate confhict, his prisoner; and his rarcer was termin-
ated by the hand of destiuy, towards the katter part of the mouih of
Reudjub, of the year eight hundred and eighty=four.¥ In the same
paternal spirit, the province of Andejaun, or Ferghuunah, had becn
conterred by SGitan Sacid, upoa Mirza Omar Sheikh ; und he also
continued to hold his authority over that country subscquent to the
death of his father, until the month of Shabaun, of the eight hundred
and ninety ninth of the hidjerah.3 when he died in conscquence of
a fall from a pigeon house, as will be seen in another place. His son
* A. . 1499, + October 1479. 3 May 14u4.
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Mirza Baber, immediately succeeded to the vacant authority, with
the unanimous concurrence of the whole of the Ameirs, and principal
natives of the country. With respect to Sultan Maraud, the eighth
in order, in the above enumeration of the sons of Sultan Sieid, he
had for scveral years administered the government of Kandahaar, and
the neighboring territory of Gurrumseir, under the authority of his
father ; and when the province of lruk Ajem had been added to the
other extensive possessions of Sultan Sieid, he was proceeding, by
his father’s orders, into Kermaun; but receiving on his march, intel-
lizence of the disastrous reverse in Azerbiaijaun, he returned towards
the Gurrumseir territory. Before he could again reach his destination,
he was, however, compelled, through the hostile proceedings of Y ussuf
Terkhan, to draw off into Khorassaun, where he also claimed the
protection of Abidlghauzy Sualtan Hissevne. By that illustrious
monarch, he was conveyed to the court of his elder brother Siltan
Ahmed, at Samarkand; but through some circumstance or other, per-
ceiving little to hope for from the sympathies of fraternal affection,
he embraced the earliest opporturity of returning into Khorassaun,
where for a short time, he experienced afresh the most bountiful
treatinent from Abdlghauzy; although, for reasons which are not ex-
plained, during the month of Suffur, of the eight hundred and eight-
icth of the hidjerah,* he was, together with some of his attendants,
finully conveyed to the fortress of Neirahtou, and nothing further was
ever heard of him.

Mirza Siltan Khaleil, at the period of his father’s disastrous fate,
resided at Herat, and, after Abbtighauzy Saltan Hdsseyne had suc-
ceeded in establishing his authority over Khorassaun, was, like others
of the family, dispatched by that monarch into Transoxiana; where
however, proceeding to excite sedition and revolt, he was early cut
short in his designs, and put to death by one of the officers in the
service of his brother Sultan Ahmed. Mirza Siltan Walid retired
amoug the Ameirs of the tribe of Erlaut, where he remained to the
dayef his death, And, lastly, when the grandeur of the family seems
to have perished with Sdltan Abd Saeid in the defiles of Azerbaijaun,
Mirza Saltan Omar, the youngest of the brothers-in this list, had his
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abode in the territory of Samarkand; but, long subsequent to that-
event, his brother Siltan Ahmed, judging from certain suspicious
appearances that he was hatching designs against his authority, took
care to anticipate the execution, and to expel him from the country;
after which, he joined his other brother Aba Bukker, with whom he
was present when he experienced his defeat, in the neighborhood of
Merd, from the troops of Abtighauzy. From the scene of this dis-
comfiture he made his way into the territory of Abiwerd and Nessa ;
but be there fell into the hands of some of those in the service of
Abdlghauzy, by whom he was conducted imnmediately to Herit.
From thence, after experiencing a confinement of some duration in
the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, he was, in the month of Rudjub, of
the eight hundred and eighty third of the hidjerah,® finally transferred
to the fortress of Neirahtou ; and of him also nothing further was ever
known.

Of the early history of Saltan Sauheb Keraun Abdlghauzy Silian
Husseyne Bahauder Khaun, to the events of whose reigu the narra-
tive is now about to proceed, a sketch has already appeared in the
former part of this chapter. It is here only necessary to remind the
reader that he was the son of Mirza Baykera, the son of Qmar Sheikh,
and of course the great grandson of Teymir. As soon as it became
generally known that Siltan Abd Sheid was sinking under the com-
bined pressure of famine, and the efforts of the Tarkoman armies,
Abtlghauzy quitted his retreat in Khaurezm for the last time, and
again directed his march towards Khorassaun. Tauje-ud-dein Hus-
sun Melky, and Ameir Bei-nezzeir, who had been left in charge of
Herat, omitted no precaution, however, to place the walls and towers
of that metropolis in a proper state of defence, the moment it was
ascertained that he was actually encamped in the territory between
Abiwerd and Nessa ; while dispatches were forwarded without delay
to Samarkand, to announce the approach of the enemy. In conse-
quence of this intelligence, Mirza Séltan Ahmed immediately left that
capital, and crossed the Jeybén, at the head of a numerous army.
In the mean time, reports of the final catastrophe in Azerbdijaun,

were circulated in all quarters, on which Abdlghauzy put his troops
¢ October. 1478.
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in motion directly for Herat ; and this circumstance was no sooner A.H. 873-74.

ascertained by Mirza Sdltan Ahmed than he returned without further
delay towards ‘Samarkand. His brother Saltan Mahmdd, on the
other hand, contrived to reach Herat, on the second of Ramzaun, of
the year eight hundred and seventy-three ;* but perceiving, after a
residence of three or four days, that the people in all their classes
and gradations directed their hopes towards the camp of Abliighauzy,
he very quietly divested himself of all further thoughts on the throne
of Khorassaun; and attended by a certain Ameir Kimber Ally made
the best of his way for the territory beyond the Oxus—Ameir Sheikh
Abd Sheid entering shortly afterwards to take passession of the gov.-
ernment of Herat, on the part of Abllghauzy. On the eighth of the
same month of Ramzaun, the nobility and principal inhabitants of the
town proceeded to meet their new sovereign, and, being introduced
to his prescnce on the north side of the hill of the Bhoulygih, were
most favorably received. After bestowing the most distinguished
marks of kinduess on the men of letters, and members of the learned
professions piesented to him on the occasion, Abillghauzy led his
troops to encamp at the Takht, or sbrine, of Hadjy Beg, in the neigh-
borhood of the city. On friday the tenth of Ramzaun,} the Khot-
bah, or public prayer, was recited in all the mosques through Herat,
in the name of Abilghayzy: and on the same day, that monarch,
after the pertormance of lus devotions, entered the palace of the
Baugh-e-zoghin, or raven gardens, where he publickly seated him-
selt on the throne of Khorassaun.

When he had, in due time, succeeded in completing the subjuga-
tion of the territory of Khorassaun, Ameir Sheikh Zauhed Tauromy
was dispatched by Abulghauzy to effect the reduction of Mazande.

raun ; which that officer finally accomplished, after killing. Mirza

Menutcheher, the elder brother of Stltan Sieid, who had made an
attempt to secure the districts of Rustumdaur for himself, subsequent
to the discomfiture in Azerbdijaun. Lest, however, he might be led
to conceive that his prosperity was. to continue unalloyed, with the
afflictions of humanity, Abulghauzy, in the early part of the eight

hundred and seventy-fourth.of the. hidjerah, experienced a heavy,
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A.M.871. domestic calamity in the death of his mother, the princess F'eyr’ou.

A-D ., Begum, who expired at Herlt on the fourtcenth day of Mohur.

Kholaussetul- .
akhbaur, !rem of that year.
At that period when Ameir Jahaun Shah the Tarkoman withdrew

from Khorassaun, as we have already seen, in cousequence of the
treaty withSultan Saeid, it appears that Mirza Yadgar Mahommed, the
son of Baysungur, son ot Shah Rokh, by the advice of his aunt Pay.
endah Begum, under whose care he had received his education, rather
than remain among his own relatives resolved to accompany the
Tarkoman chief into Azerbiijaun; and there, during the remainder
of the lite of Ameir Jahaan Shah, he continued to pass his days in
the enjoyment of every thing that could contribute to his repose and
happiness, On the death of that monarch he experienced also from
his conqueror,"Ameir Hussun Beg, or Ozlin Hussun, proofs of
respect and honor, in no degree inferior; and wiren that monarch
had consummated his victory over Stiltan 5heid, one of his first ob-
jects was to place the son of Baysungur in a posture, with several of
the Ameirs of the province ut the head of a very powerful army, to
undertake the invasion of Khorassaun. Mirza Yadgaur Mahommed
proceeded accordingly, in all the pride of power, and confilence
of success, to carry into execution the scheme of conquest laid
open to him by his benefactor ; and as his progress led him first into
Mazanderaun, he appears to have expelled the lieutenant of Abgl-
ghauzy from that province, without much difficulty.

The moment he became apprized of these hostilities, Abllghau-
2y, on his part, sent off a respectable force under the Ameirs Wully
Beg, and Abdulkhaulek, to oppose the attempts of the invader. Pro-
ceeding by tlie way of Neyshipdr, these Ameirs advanced to Semel-
gaun, where they encamped for some days ; being followed a short
time afterwards, by a further division dispatched to their support,
under Mirza Mahommed Sdltan,surnamed Mirza Ketchek—the little
Mirza—the son of Mirza Stltan Ahmed,son of Mirza Seyud Ahmed,
son of Meiran Shah, and sister’s son 6f Abélghauzy. The whole
when united then marched together,in quest of Mirza Yadgaur, who
had, by this time, led his arthy throogh the defiles of Asterabad towards

* 24th of July 1409.
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the frontiers of Khorassaun. When, however, they reached the a. u.s74
station of Shouraub, the troops of Abtilzhauzy, in conformity with A:_D- 1468

instructions receutly transmitted by their sovereign, took post on the
rauge of hills called the Kouh-Khorouss- Yellaukv, where they ap-
peared in sufficient strength and security to bid defiance to all attack;
and Mirza Yadgaur, finding their position unassailable with any pros-
pect of success, immediately drew off towards Esferiein.

Having on the other hand, completed his arrangements, Abdlghau-
zv took his departure from Herat, on the fourth day of the former
Rebbeia, of the eight hundred and seveuty fourth of the hidjerah ;*
and in the ordinary succession of marches proceeded to Mish-hed.
Here when the monarch, preparatory to the resumption of his march,
gave orders that the astrologers should aitend lns presence, for the
purpose of d¢termining on the hour propitious for departure, his con-
fide utial mister Ameir Ally Sherr, the patron of our author, hon-
estly stated that he did not conccive the presence of astrologers, or
any research into the complexion of the hour, could be attended with
any essential advantage; on the contrary, whether that hour was decla-
rud tavorable, or otherwise, one thing was very certain, that the inves-
tigation would be productive of delay, when it was indispensably ne-
cessary that his march should be immediate, and as expeditious as
possible.  The argument appeared so conclusive to the prince, that
he put his troops in motion, without a momeunt’s further delay, in
quest of the enemy. On information that Mirza Yadgaur was en-
camped at Tehena weran, Mirza Ketchek also, with the troops under
his orders, quitted the d«fensive position on Kouh Khorouss, and
hastened to join the mawn boady under Abulghauzy; who, thus rein-

forced, immediat. ly advanced towards the same station of Tchenawer- -

an, where he drew up the whole of hisarmy 1n order of battle, in the
presence ot his adversarv.  Mirza Yadgaur being, on his part, httle
disposed to decline the chall- nge, a most severe and obstinate conflict
ensued ; in which, at the very crisis when his army appeared on the
verge of defeat, Abdlghauzy, sword in hand, bravely rushed upon the
enemy, and, in one moment, fixed the fortune of the day in his own

favor. The troops of Mirza . Yadgaur then quitted the field in the

# 10th of Septembexr 1460.
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utmost confusion, immediately dispersing in every direction ; while
the conqueror triumphantly took possession of the ground they had
abandoned, and remained encamped on the same spot at I'chendweran
for the space of fourteen days afterwards. At the expiration of that
period, having conferred the government of Asterabad, upon Ameir
Hussun the son of Sheikh Temir, Abdlghauzy returned to Herat.
He had, however, not been many days at his capit.l, when intelli-
gence from Damaghaun announced to him, that a large body of Tark-
omans, under some of his own relatives, had been dispatched by Ozin
Hussun, to the support of Mirza Yadgaur; and that encouraged by
such u reinforcement, the latter had resumed his designs upon Kho-
rassaun. The Ameirs Nausser-ud-dein Abdulkhaulek, and Sheikh
Abd Saeid, together with Peir Ally the Tarkoman, were therefore
again employed to oppose this fresh invasion ; but, on further infor-
mation that the enemy had already penetrated to the borders of Sub-
buzwaur and Neyshapir, Abulghauzy in person, hastened to the sup-
port of his generals, whom he accordingly joined in the luxuriant

territory of Raudegaun. From thence he proceeded towards Sub-

buzwaur, at this juncture ‘the head quarters of Mirza Yadgaur, and
his army of Tarkomans. Advised, however, of the approach of Abul-
ghauzy, Mirza Yadgaur withdrew in considerable haste towards Jau-
jerom, leaving Kauzy Beg, one of his officers, to make a stand in the
castle of Subbuzwaur. But the banners of Abuighauzy were no
sooner displayed before that place, than the Khorassaunian troops
were led to the assault, and the castle was carried at the first onset;
the governor was taken prisoner, and ignominiously bound; andseven-
ty Tarkomans, who had rendered themselves particularly obnoxious,
through their arrogant and oppressive hehavior, were delivered over to
the just vengeance of the inhabitants, by whom they were immediately
put to death. Abllghauzy then led his troops in pursuit of the ene-
my; of whom, soon after he had encamped at the station of Punjde-
henah, or the five gorges, a part of his army fell in with, and defeated
a considerable detachment, probably the rear guard, with great loss,
several officers of the first distinction, belonging to the troops of Mirza

Yadgaur, being killed in the action.
Nevertheless, on advancing from the last mentioned station to
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Jaujerom, a strange and unaccountable reverse took placein the for- A, H.g74.

tuneof Abdlghauzy; andanentirechangein his proceedings was render-
ed immediately necessary, by an alarming defection among his troops,
who went over in crowds to the enemy. _Compelled to yield to the
force of circumstances, it appears to have been considered as a matter
of some consolation, that he should have been permitted to prosecute
his march in safety to Mish-hed, and from thence to the Pill-e- kha-
tin, or bridge of the princess, where he joined his heavy baggage. In
the mean time, Abdullah Akhteb, whom he had left in charge of the
government of Herat, contrived, by his arbitrary and oppressive exac-
tions, to render himself so odious to the inhabitants, that they at last
rose upon their oppressor; and,shutting him up in the Khaunekabh, or
caravanserii, of the illustrious Shah Rokh, which he bad chosen tfor
his abode, compelled him there to secrete himself in an unknown
corner of the building; after which, the tumult subsided of itself, and
the inhabitants quietly returned to their occupations. This unwelcome
intelligence reached Abilghauzy, in his camp at the Pdll-e-khautin;
and it was immediately resolved to dispatch the favorite minister
Ameir Ally Sheir, whose counsels and exertions were ever directed
to the welfare of his fellow subjects, with letters from his master, to
restore the confidence of the citizens of Herat, and to console them,
under the sense of their wrongs, from the unauthorized proceedings of
a tyrannical governor. Repairing to Herat, accordingly, Ally Sheir,
in conformity with the instructions of his sovereign, devoted his ut-
most zeal and diligence to redress the inhabitants, and to protect them
from further oppression ; thus arresting the arm of violence from ex-
tending its inflictions, any more, to the injury of the weak and unfortu-
nate. Having conveyed his heavy baggage and equipments on the
way to Neirahtd, Abilghauzy, also, returned shortly afterwards, and
took up his abode in the Baugh-e-nuzzergah, or prospect gardens, in
the neighborhood of the metropolis.

As might have been expected, before he had been many days at
Herat, on this occasion, it was again announced to him, that Mirza
Yadgaur Mahommed was arrived at Khaboushan, or perhaps Jenu-
shaun, on his way to Mash-hed. Abdlghauzy therefore, at the head
of such troops as he had been able to assemble, proceeded once more
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towards that place. But, he had no sooner encamped on the plains.

A.D 1469-1470. - Meshertd, or Meshratd, than the spirit of disaffection. broke out

Kholausset-ul-

akhbaur.

afresh among his troops, and sent them again in entire squadrons to join

the enemy. In these circumstances, there seemed no other resource

than, as on former occasions, to temporise with his misfortunes; and

the Stitan was compelled to postpone his design of giving battle, to

some more favorable opportunity. He therefore conceived it expedi-

ent, in the first instance, to remove his camp to the foot of the Kullah

Koubh, a range of hills in the neighborhood; and from thence, imme-

diately afterwards, by the route of Tokouz-rebbaut, towards the for-

tress of Neirahtd. Arriving under the walls of that place, it was his

intention to have made it, for some time at least, the asylum of the

female part of his family; and for this purpose, a messenger was sent

in with instructions to Ahmed Touktchey, who had been entrusted
with the command of this important post by Abdlghauzy’s own ap-
pointment, to provide the necessary accommogdation for their recep-

tion. To this, however, the faithless changeling replied, that if the

Siltan was disposed to enter with no more than one or two of his at-

tendants, the gates should be freely thrown open to him—but not

otherwise. [willa, filla]. From an answer so laconic, and so little
consistent with the principle of duty, it was not difficult to discover
that the contagion of disloyalty had extended itself to the garrison of
Neirahtu; and it became therefore expedient to look for security to
some other quarter, and to retire without delay towards the banks of
the Marghaub. Here, while he was deliberating with no small per-

plexity as to the direction in which he should next bend his course, a

messenger from Ameir Muzuffur Berlas, the independent chief of
Keysaur, or possibly Konsaur, presented himself to Abulghauzy; aud

announced to him from his master, that a very respectable body of the

tribe of Frlaut, established in that neighborhood, had expressed a wish
for his presence smong them, being desirous, as he alleged, to attach

themselves to his standard, and to devote their lives to his service.

Abtilghauzy most gladly availed himself-of this seasonable invitation,

and he proceeded,accordingly, without delay, towards Keysaur; where,

on his arrival, he was.cordially greeted by Ameir-Muzuffur, and other

chiefs of the tribe, on all of whom he conferred such marks of his.
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favor as were proportionate to their respective qualities. From thence A. H.871-875.

he proceeded further to the town of Meymenah, of which we possess
no further information; but where, for the present, the narrative
leaves him, awaiting the return of some crisis more favorable to his
designs.

At that period at which Abalghauzy quitted the plains of Mesherti,
directing his march for the fortress of Neirahtd, Mirza Yadgaur was
still encamped in the territory of Raudegaun; but, urged by the coun=
sels of the Ameirs Feridoun Berlas, and Sdltan Ahmed Tchaurshim-
bah, and some others. the princess Payendah Saltan B« gum hastened
to enter lerit, which she thus succeeded, without opposition, in
securing for her brother’s son. On intelligence of this successful
undertaking, on the part of his patroness, Mirza Yadgaur drew also
towards the metropolis; but passing to the northward of the town, he
thoughtit expedient to proceed without halting, in quest of the troops
of Abtllghauzy, to the Mirghaub. Having, however, over-run the
whole of the country in that direction, apparently without resistance,
he returned towards Heidt; to the neighborhood of which he was
now welcomed, by the general homage of all classes of the inhabit-
ants. Selecting a day on which the moon was on its increase, he
rext proceeded to encamp on the plain of Kehdestaun; and on mon-
day the ninth of Mohurrem, of the eight hundred and seventy fifth of
the hidjerah,® which was also a day of auspicious quadrature, he made
his entry into the Baugh-e-zaughan, or raven gardens, the favorite
royal residence in the suburbs of the metropolis. At the same time,
desirous of evincing, without delay, his gratitude to the Tadrkoman
chiefs in the service of Ozdn Hussun, to whose exertions he was so
materially indebted for his recent success, and who had signified a
wish to settle in the country, he hastened to distinguish them by all
the marks of kindness and encouragement in his power to bestow,
assigning to them the fairest dwellings, and the most pleasant situa-
tions in the neighborhood, for their abode.

The debtof gratitude thus far discharged, Mirza Yadgaur conceived
he might now resign himself, without reserve, to his pleasures; and
his time became henceforward devoted, almost exclusively, to the

® 7th of July 1470.
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enjoyments of wine and music. Of this state of delirious indulgence,
his tyrannical and licentious followers topk the usual advantage of
exercising every species of violence and injustice on the unfortunate
subjects of his government; so that, unable to support the enormous
exactions levied upon the hard-earned wages of industry, the whole
body of artizans, and useful mechanics, betook themselves to the last
alternative, of abandoning the country of their birth, and the tombs
of their fathers. To add to the general distress, Stltan Khaleil, one
of the sons of Ozun Hassun, with another body of Ttdrkomans, en-
tered Khorassaun. and took up his quarters in the fertile territory of
Raudegan, which he proceeded to overspread with every species of
enormity and outrage ; while his brother Zeneil, or Zeynel, extended
the same enormities throughout the neighboring districts of the
Kohestaun, where the Tirkomans are alleged to have suffered no
vestige to remain, whereby to distinguish the right hand from the
left. In short, the cruelty and injustice of the Tarkomans, through-
out the whole of Khorassaun, rose to such a pitch at last as to touch
the heavens, in the cries of the oppressed inhabitants calling with
united zeal to the throne of God, for vengeance upon their oppressors.
The supplications of the afflicted Khorassaunians were, on this occa-
sion, more speedy in the attainment of their object, and their deli-
verance more sudden in its approach, than probably might have been
looked for by the fondest expectation.

The tyranny and violence of the Tirkomans, and the total negli-
gence, or criminal supineness of Mirza Yadgaur, had been repeatedly
made the subject of complaint to Abilghauzy, in his retreat at Mey-
menah ; and the design of returning to Herit, for the purpose of re-
lieving the people from their accumulated injuries, had very early
presented itself to his contemplation. When he had, however, taken
but a short time to reflect upon it, he ventured, in the privacy of his
cabinet, to disclose the design to his faithful and confidential minis-
ter, Ameir Ally Sheir; who most cordially concurred in his views,
urging, at the same time, the indispensable necessity of keeping them
a profound secret; nay, strongly statingit as his opinion, that it would
have been more discreet if the subject had still remained a secret, even
to himself. The expediency of this service, he further maintained on a
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eonsideration of the numerous desertions to HerAt, which daily took :-% ?Z;-)
place among the Siltan’s followers, who could not render a more Rholonssetal-
acceptable piece of service: in that quarter, than by communicating  akhbaur.
intelligence of such a design : since it might awaken the government
of Mirza Yadgaur, to some degree of activity, and not impossiblly pro-
duce the march of a body of troops, in order to dislodge them from their,
at present, unmolested retreat. Abulghauzy removed, shortly after-
wards, from Meymenah to Almaul, or perhaps Aymaul, where he
distributed armour to his troops ; and continuing his march to Lun-
gur Bouken, he there assembled a council of his Ameirs, and to
them, for the first time, announced his design of advancing to Her-
4t, which he had hitherto concealed from all but his faithful min-
ister* The plan met with the entire approbation of the council,
and it was unanimously determined to proceed without delay towards .
the metropolis of Khorassaun.

Passing near the residence of Baba Khauki, a devout person of.
great celebrity at this particular period, the pious dervaish hastened
to introduce himself to Abbighauzy; to whom he presented a sheep,
a Koumatchei, and a collar, with the most tlattering encouragements
to proceed in his undertaking. Continuing his march, he was met
on his way, shortly afterwards, by Shairutn Kerawul, one of his
light horsemen, or videttes, whom he had previously dispatched to
procure intelligence; and who now stated, that he had proceeded all
the way to the entrance, or head, of the Kheyabaun quarter, in the
suburbs ot Her&t, where he learned on inquiry among the people, that
all in the city were entirelv without advice of any thing that was
passing in the country ; and that Mirza Yadgaur continued to reside
in the raven gardens, totally immersed in his intemperate indulgen-
ces—or, as the author expresses it, like the tulip and narcissus with.
the cup, or goblet, in perpetual circulation.

Thus apprized afresh of the stupid insensibility of Mirza Yadgaur
and his. Tarkomans, Abulghauzy hastened his march, at the head
of eight hundred and fifty chosen soldiers, whid: composed the

whole of his force on this. occasion, and came to the hill range of

* Mukurrub-ul huzrut-ul-Saltauny—the inmate of the presence of his sovercign; Ameir
Ally Sheir, so designated by our author, heunceforward, from the familiar intercourse 10
which he was admitted by the prince,
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Tcheshmah-khubber-zouk, or perhaps kheyr-zouk. From this place,
in concurrence with the advice of his officers, one of the chiefs of
hig party was sent forwards with instrucli:ons, if he found an eppor-
tunity, to break open the gate of the raven gardens ; and, otherwise,
to proceed as the suggestions of his own prudence might direct.
He was immediately followed by the Ameirs Muzuffur Berlas, Sheikh
Abd Saeid, surnamed Jaun-der-miazun, lbrauhim Berlas, and Der-
vaish Ally Erlaut, at the head of about one hundred and fifry war-
riors; with orders, as soon as the gate should have beeu broke open,
to dispatch a messenger with the intelligence, so as to meet the head
quarters of Abdalghauzyv, when he should have reached the fountain
of Kerenfill. In the mean time, Abidlghauzy with the remainder of
his force proce:« ding very slowly 1n his march, instead of halting at
the fountain of Kerenfill, as had been originally intended, was en-
couraged, by the confidence of success, to move straight on through
the Kheyabaun quarter, immediately to the point of attack—theraven
gardens ; and shortly afterwards, Yadgaur, his master of horse, came
to announce from the advance, that one of the gates of the garden had
been broke open. On this, inspired with fresh confidence, Abil-
ghauzy directed the Ameirs Mibaurez-ud-dein Wully Beg, and
Nausser-ud-dein Abdulkhaulek, to approach the palace of Jull:ul-
ud-dein Feyrouz Shah, now occupied by Ameir Ally Julla-ir; with
orders to attack that minister if he exhibited any dusign of resist-
ance. At the same time, Douletek the Ouzbek, with some of his
tribe, was sent to cut off all egress by the gate near the mosque of the
princess Gouhershaud; while Mirza Ketchek received orders to take
post near the principal gate on another side. And lastly, the prince
royal, Mirza Sdltan Ahmed, was employed to secure that which
opened towards the mausoleum of Abilwalid.

Ablighauzy in person, at the head of eighty of his attendants,
sword in hand, then eatered the raven gardens, pushing forward at
the instance of AHy Sheir, directly through towards the northern
side of the gardeés where, contrary to his expectations, he could not
discover a single individual of the several Ameirs whomn he had dis-
patched in advance. They had, indeed, in consequence of some un-
accountable panic, all without exception, either betaken themselves
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to some unseen cerner, or concealed themselves behind the trees.
Perceiving, however, a tent in the precincts of the old palace,
Abilghauzy directed some of his followers to enter, in the expecta-
tion that Mirza Yadgaur might be found within. The minister Ally
Sheir then approached the tent, sending one of his attendants to ex-
plore ; but to little purpose, as not a vestige of any person was to be
there diccovered, and of this, he returned to advise his master. They
then proceeded together to the entrance of the palace; where Abul-
ghauzy now addressed himself to.his attendants, calling upon them
immediately to scale the wall. To this, however, he received no
answer, neither did any one appear disposed to obey the order ; the
whole being withheld by some extraordinary impression of alarm
which had overpowered their minds. When the Séltan had, in this
manner, urged his commands repeatedly in vain, Ameir Ally Sheir
at last broke silence; and, after observing that he had hitherto ab-
stained from obtruding his services,. because he could not without
permission, leave the presence of his master, proposed without fur-
ther delay to ascend, aud bring the rival prince a captive to his feet.
‘Ablillghauzy acceded to the proposal, and Ally Sheir dismounting
from lis charger, and drawing his sword, immediately proceeded in
the obscurity of a very dark night, and repeatedly missing his course,
to explore his way to the top of the building.

In the mean time, a Feraush, or sweeper, of the name of Mehter
Ismieil, ran out of the garden, and returning with some lighted ta-
pers, a number of the soldiers on different sides, succeeded in gaining
the upper part of the pal ice ; and, by one of these, a piaudah, or foot-
man, of the name of Hadjy Ally, was the wretched Mirza Yadgaur
now discovered, reclining on his ignoble couch of luxury and slorh,
The soldier was met, leading his roval prisoner down one of the stair-
casvs, by one of the Ameirs dispatched by Abdlghauzy to the support
of his minister; and. the captive prince, being immediately taken
charge ot by this Ameir, was now conducted towards the foot of the
stairs, by which Ally Sheir happened to be himself ascending ; and
in this manner, he was finally led along to the presence of Abtighau-
zy. The Sulian was, at first, sincerely disposed to spare the life of

his vanquished:and degraded rival ; but his principal ofticers were -
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not -to be otherwise appeased than by the death of the unfortunate
Shahzidah, on whose destruction, as they alleged, depended their
only security for existence. He was accordingly put to death on
the spot; and this event appears to have taken place sometime in
the month of Suffur, of the eight hundred and seventy-fifth of the
hidjerah ;* the words Sheher-e-Suffur, exhibiting the number 875,
being the date of his captivity and execution.

As soon as the catastrophe was announced to the chiefs of the Ttr-
koman troops, some of whom were stationed in the new gardens, and
others in the garden of Zobaidah, they decamped the very same night,
ard directed their course for Irak. Several Kl.orassanian Ameirs, on
the other hand, who had suffered themselves to be seduced from their
allegiance, and who had gone over to Mirza Yadgaur, were, notwith-
standing, now redeemed from thedeath they merited, through the friend-
ly intercession of the Sultan’s ministers, and even advanced to some of
the highest bonors of the government ; with the exception, however,
of Ameir Ally Jullaeir, who had accepted of the office of prime min-
ister, under Yadgaur, and who was therefore doomed to perish, the
day following, by the hand of the executioner.

Having thus regained possession of his capital, Abilghauzy, whose
titles at length were, Sltaun Siheb Keran, Abtlghauzy, Saltan [1Gs-
seyne Bahauder Khaun, proceeded to seat himself permanently on
the throne of Khorassaun; which, according to our author who was
aliving witness to the trath of his assertion, he embellished with every
virtue that could adorn, and with every qualification that could
secure respect, stability, and lustre to, the royal authority. From
the preceding pages of this parrative, it may be inferred that he
continued to reign, with equal glory to himself, and happiness to his
people, up to the nine huodred and fifth of the hidjerah; that is to
say, for about thirty years subsequent to the period at which Khonde-
meir, the author of the Kholausset-ul-akhbaur, here terminates his
history. Like that author, as far as it can be rendered intelligible
through the dazzling glare of metaphorical language, we shall conclude
this chapter with the description which he has given of the favorite
and celebrated city of Herlt, as it stood at the close of the fifteenth,
and the.commencement of the sixteenth century, of the christian era.

* August 1470. + Commencing 7th of August 1499,
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Dismissing then, as far as possible, the high flown panegyric of the
histcrian, who has elevated the pinnacles of its stately structures to
the heavens, has bestowed upon its inhabitants the palm of supe-
rior zeal and orthodoxy in the principles of the Koran, and filled
it with men of genius in every branch of knowledge and art, far
surpassing what is to be found in any other country on earth, we shall
proceed to relate that, with respect to the name and origin of this
celebrated ecity, there existed some variety of opinions, all of which
have, however, been comprehended in a stanza of four lines, to the
following substance: ¢ Originally founded by Lohorausp, it was
cousiderably augmented by Gushtausp, further enlarged by royal
Bobmen, and finally completed by Alexander the Grecian.” Although,
in consequence of its possessing no other means of irrigation than
what was derived from a single rivulet, it could boast but few gardens
in the interior of its walls; yet, without, from the Gauzerghh, or
suburb of the washermen, to the Tcheshmah-mauhian, or fishing well,
and tfrom the Kereiah-baushtan, to the corn lands of Sauk-e-Selman,
or market of Selman perhaps, a distance of nearly five farsangs, or
about cighteen English miles, on one side, it exhibited a wide and rich
expanse of truit and flower gardens, and luxuriant plantations of
various descriptions ; and on another side, to the bridge of the boun-
dary, or perhaps necklace—Ptll-e-maulan—a further space of two
farsangs, or asbout eight miles, it was equally covered with inclosures
of a similar description, and with eharming villas, of unparalleled
beauty and variety, almost contiguous to each other in endless suc-
cession. The whole surrounding territory was crowded, moreover,
in all directions, with towns and villages, or otherwise laid out under
tillage, to an extent so great, as scarcely to be brought within the
compass of ordinary calculation. HerAt,” in short exclaims the
author, * is the eye—the lamp which gives light to all other cities.”
“ I1erht is the soul, of which this world is but the body; and if Kho-
« rassaun be the bosom of the world, Herht is allowed to be the heart.”
But, as all general praise of the beauty and loveliness of this admired
metropolis, would furnish but a very indeterminate idea of the real-
ity, it will be more satisfactory to accompany the author in his bri:f
enumeration, and description, of the most remarkable public builda
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ings, and of the various gardens which graced the vicinity, to the
equal delight and recreation of the inhabitants.

First, among the structures belonging to this noble city, and not
the least worthy of admiration must be mentioned, the castle, or ci-
tadel, of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein, renowned for its impregnable strength and
solidity ; of which, the surrounding fosse is described to have been
more unfathomable than the soul of the liberal man in his bounty, and
the ramparts more lofty than to be spanned by the ordinary powers
of the imagination.

Next was the great, or metropolitan mosque, than which, it is al-
leged, there never was erected by man, a more substantial, or a more
beautiful pile. This structure was commenced towards the conclu-
sion of his reign, by Gheyauth-ud-dein the son of Saum,*® of the din-
asty of Ghour; but as he died before it could be finished, and his
brother Siltan Shahaub-ud-dein was prevented from continuing the
work, through the hostility of the king of Khaurezm, the completion
was reserved for his son, Siltan Gheyauth.ud-dein Mahmad. It
stood untouched and unimpaired for sowne time, until, during the
fearful irruption of Jengue:z, it partook in the general ruin of Kho-
rassaun; after which it was, however, rebuilt by Melek Gheyauth- ud-
dein Guerret, and subsequent to the death of that prince, it was
greatly beautified and embellished, by Melek Muezz-ud-dein Has-
seyne.} In the time of Shah Rokh it was also completely repaired,
by his minister Jullaul-ud-dein Feyrouz Shah. But, latterly, during
the reign of Abllghauzy Séltan Haésseyne, the main arch of the sanc-
tuary of this noble structure having given way, and the principal
dome exhibiting, in consequence, on every side, the most alarming
appearances, while the walls and columns [peilpayah, or elephant
feet] were in general tottering to their fall ; and other symptows of
dilapidation were daily accumulating upon the sacred floors, from
the perpetual disruption of bricks from the roof, the minister Ally
Sheir, determined on giving it at once a thorough and substantial re-
pair; and for that purpose he solicited the permission of his sovereign,
This, there can be little doubt, was readily granted, and he accordingly

* He diedin the 598th of the hidjerah. % Whodied in the 771st of the hidjerab,
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commenced the undertaking in the sacred month of Ramzaun, of the
nine hundred and third of the hidjerah.®

And first of all, the builders proceeded by his orders to lay open,
or take down, the great dome, and back, or principal arch, of the Mek-
sourah, or place set apart for the sanctuary, which already presented
the most alarming fracture; after whieh, with the advice of the most
skilful and experienced architects, he directed the whole to be re-con-
structed,on such principles of strength and durability, as nothing could
surpass. On two sides of the sanctuary he added, moreover, two
lofty galleries, and for that purpose, the great arch was finished with
more than ordinary solidity. 1n the mean time, Ally Sheir generally
attended in person, day after day, giving instructions to the workmen,
frequently with his robe tucked up, and trowel in hand; at other
times, when he saw the opportunity seasonable, encouraging them to
exert themselves by presents of rich apparel, and other liberal dona-
tions. In short, such was the dispatch employed in carrying on the
work under these encouragements, that what, on ordinary occasions
would have required the period of three or four years to complete, was
now accomplished in the short space of six months, notwithstanding
the additional galleries, and that they were all from six to seven cubits
higher than before: and it is something singular, that the number 904
being the year of the hidjerah in which these repairs were completed,
should be contained in the letters which compose the sentence, Mcr-
emmet kerd—he repaired.

Having thus substantially restored the shell of the fabric, Ally
Sheir next devoted his attention to the decoration of the interior ; in
which the united arts of painting, sculpture, and mosaic, were so
skilfully and successfully employed, and with such inimitable beauty
and elegance of design, that in twelve months more, that was render-
ed complete, which under auspices less favorable, could scarcely have
been produced in a period short of five years. All this was particularly
exemplified in the finishing of the arches, and slender balustrades, or

railing of the galleries;t which were exquisitely painted and infaid,
* May 1498.
1t These were probably, intended for the women, and were most likely fronted with a
screen of highly finished lattice work, elaborately netted and inlaid, to conceal them,
from the view of the men.
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both in the Chinese and Mahommedan taste, and with a perfection
that far surpassed any of the perfcrmances ever exhibited on struce
tures of asimilar description, on any preceding occasion. The vaulted
ceiling of the dome exhibited a surface of the most clear and spotiess
white ; and the screen of the galleries, composed of the purest white
marble, appeared not less admirable for the exquisite delicacy and
lightness, than for the real stability of the work. Moreover, to re-
place the ancient Mumbur, or pulpit, now crumbling to pieces and
unfit for use, it was the minister’s early care to employ his servants
to procure a block of marble for the purpose, which, after consider-
able search, was at last found at Khowauf, and having been purchas-
ed at a handsome price from the owner, was brought safe to Herit;
where, by the chissel of Shums-ud-dein, a most ingenious sculptor
of that city, it was finally wrought into a pulpit of such inimitable
beauty, as, according to our author, not to have been equalled since
the sun commenced his course in the firmament, and the law of Ma-
hommed to find votaries upon earth.

We are lastly informed, that this boasted fabric was surmounted by
four hundred and eight domes, or cupolas, contained one hundred
and thirty Rowauk, perhaps windows, or niches, for the adinission of
light and air, and was supported by four hundred and forty four Peil-
payah,columns, or pillars, so called probably from their resemblance to
the legsof the elephant. Its total length, within the walls, was two hun-
dred and fifty four cubits ;* its breadth, one hundred and fifty cubits.{
The length of the Siffah, or elevated, or reclining place of the sanc-
tuary, was sixty five cubits ;3 the breadth twenty cubits;§ and the
span of the arch, twenty six cubits.] The length of the north Saffabh
was twenty three cubits;** the breadth fifteen cubits ++ The length
of the Stffah on the east side was twenty eight cubits;}} the breadth
was fifteen cubits §§ The length of the south Saffah, was twenty
two cubits,||jj the breadth thirteen cubits.**®. The longest diameter
of the dome over the mausoleum of the kings, was twenty four cu.

bits,#41 the shortest twenty three cubits.}3} And lastly the length

* 465 fect 8 inches, at 22 inches to the cubit, + 275 feet. 1 119 feet 2 inches.

§ 36 feet 8inches, || 47 feet 8 inches.  °* 30 feel 2 inches. 11 27 feet 6 inches.

1 61 feet 2 inches.  §§ 27 feet @inches. [ 40 feet 4 inches,  *** 23 feet 10 inches,
tHt 44 feet, 111 42 feet 2 inches,
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of the principal, or common floor of the mosque, was one hundred and
fourteen cubits,® and the breadth eighty four cubiis ¥ There were,
morcover, to the fabric, six superb entrances that might, if it were
not impiety, be compared with the eight gates of the celestial para-
dise ; since nothing to he found through the seven climates of this
nether earth, according to our author, could ever bear a comparison
with them.

If, in the mean timne, from this description, we have been able to
derive any precise idea of the outline, the structure must have been
of an oblong quadrangular shape, in length exceeding its breadth, in
the proportion of about four fifths, standing, probably, north-west and
south-east; so that, looking towards the sanctuary, the people would
have their faces directed towards Mekkah. But as the author has

altogether omitted to give the height, any conception we can form .

of its appearance must, after all, be very indeterminate, and imperfect.

We shall finally observe, that the whole was completed by wed-
nesday the fourteenth of Shabaun, of the nine hundred and fifth of
the hidjerah ;3 on which day, a noble entertainment was provided, at
the expence of Ally Sheir, for the Imaum, or chief priest, the Kha-
teib, or principal orator, the monitor, the reciters of the Koran, the
treasurer, and others attached to the religious establishment of the
Mosque, together with the master builders, and other principal artists
employed on the work, the illustrious minister presiding in person at
the repast; at the close of which, he presented to one hundred of the
most distinguished individuals respectively, a robe of the richest fur,
and other articles of dress, of the most admired and valuable materials.

‘But, as a further particular description of the various edifices devo-
ted to the several purposes of public worship, charity, and instruc-
tion, within the city of Herit, would engage us in a very tedious,
and perhaps irksome digression, we shall confine ourselves with the
author, to the simple enumeration of such as were probably most
worthy of notice, taking our departure from the great mosque above
described. . .

2 The college of the Stltan. 3 The Gheyauthiah college, erec-
ted by Melek Gheyauth-ud-dein Guerret. 4 The Khaunekah-jedeid,

® 200 feet, + 164 feet. ¢ 15th of March, A. D. 1600.
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or new caravanserii, erected by Méezz-ud-dein Guerret. 5. The
academy of traditions, and bospital for the sick, erected by the prin-
cess Melket Aga, and eminently supported by the encouragement
and liberality of Ameir Ally Sheir. 6. The college of Khoujah Me-
lek the goldsmith. 7. The college of Nour Anwarullah. §. The
college of Kemmaul-ud-dein Hésseyne. 9. The mosque over the
tomb of Khoujah Mahommed Meighezi. 10. The Peishberrah col-
lege, founded by Moulana Jullaul Kéeiny. 11. The college of Khou-
jah Isméeil Hessaury. 12. The college of Khoujah Afrein. 18. The
college of Ameir Mahmid. 14. The Gtmbez, Mozzaur, or mausoleum
of Khoujah Mejeid-ud-dein Taulebah. 15. The college of the quar-
ter of the infants. 16. The mosque of Abdullah Aumar, rebuilt by
Mirza Alla-ud-doulah. 17. The mausoleum of Beibi Setty, ere cted
by Nizam-ud-dein Abmed, the son of the minister Feyrouz Shah.
18. The Daur-us-seyaudah, or hotel of the Seyuds, one of those er-
ected by Abalghauzy Stltan Hisseyne. Here food was daily dis-
tributed to the distressed and indigent of all classes of the people,
and a public lecturer supported for their general instruction, on a
liberal endowment from the sovereign. 19. The green college of Fey-
rouzabad. 20.The Gimbez serr-e-mezaur, or mausoleum of Khau-
jah Turauzt@daur. 21. The mosque at the barrier of the Bazaur of
Irik, founded by Shah Melek—in ruins. 22. The Nizaumiah}college,
rebuilt and re-endowed by Ally Sheir, with two learned professors,
or lecturers, supported for public instruction. 23. The college of
Fesseiah, founded by Fesseiah-ud-dein Mahommed ul Nizaummy.
24. The college of Jullaul-ud-dein Kaussem Ferenkhoudy. 25. The
Gimbez mosque. 26. The mosque of the chaudler’s quarter. 27. The
Gtimbez serr-e-mezaur, or mausoleum of Khaujah Rokhbund. 28,
The Khauneckah, or hotel, of the Peir of Herat. 29. The mosque of
Y eksettoun, or of one column. 30. The Khaunckeh of Melek Hus-
seyne Guerret. 31. The mosque in the city garden.- 32. The college
and Khaunekah of Mirsa Shah Rokb, both founded by the respect.
able monarch of that name in the early part of his government, and
endowed with very productive tracts of land, and other abundant
sources of support. The establishment provided also for a regular

supply of food, every morning, to the poor and the stranger, whether
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on their arrival or departure; and four learned men were employed, on
liberal salaries, as professors or lecturers, to give instruction to the
students in the college. 33. The college of the Pullbund, or ague=
duct. 34. The library of Shltan Ahmed Mirza ; the only establish-
ment of this description that appears among the whole.

Having proceeded thus far in his enumeration, the author, dis-
couraged perhaps at the almost endless succession to be found within
the city, of buildings and establishments, devoted to the service of
religion, charity, and public instruction, acknowledges himself une-
qual to the task of continuing his detail on that head any further;
but claims the attention of the reader while he endeavours to furnish
some account of similar structures, erected without the town and in
the vicinity.

1. The mosque and Khaunekah of Sheikh Tchawesh, in the little
market called by that name, and repaired during the reign of Abil-
ghauzy. 2. The college of Subbuz Berauman. 5. The mosque of
Ameir Feyrouz Shah, rebuilt by Ameir Ally Sheir. 4. The hospital
of Siltan Abdblghauzy. 5. The lungur, or resting place of Sheikh
Yaheya, rebuilt by Ally Sheir. 6. The hospital of the departed Shah
Rokh. 7. The mausoleum of the Seyuds, erected by one of the Ameirs
of the court of Abtiighauzy. 8. The college of the princess Melket
Aga. 9. The mausoleum of Khoujah Tchehelguzzy, re-edified by
Ameir Ally Sheir, with the addition of a lecturer’s chair for public
instruction, then respectably filled by a learned professor. 10. The
mosque of the four roads, Tchahaursily, named after Mirza Alla-ud-
doulah, but founded by Ally Sheir. 11. The mosque and Khaune-
kah, or Khounek, of Ameir Feyrouz Shah, erected at the same time,
or rather contiguous to each other; and although the Khaunekabh, or
caravanserdi, might have been defective in decoration, the college
attached was finished with considerable elegance, and two learned
doctors were then delivering instructions to the students, on salaries
derived from the foundation. 12. The royal college of the princess
Gouhershaud Begum, often mentioned in the preceding psges. It
was equally admired-for its extent and elegance, and the neatness and
convenience of its accommodations ; and it long continued to be the
resurt of multitudes of the people, more particularly on fridays. 13.
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A.H.975805. The mosque of the same princess, which was possessed of sufficient
A.D.1460-1500. _ . ction in point of design, and elegance of decoration und work-
Klﬁl;:;‘::nl‘ manship, but in loftiness, size, and solidity, surpassed most of the
mosques of this metropolis. There were here moreover, four lectar-
ers of distinguished eminence, employed in giving instruction, on
salaries established by the benevolent foundress. 14 The mosque
at the head of the bridge of Enjeil, erected by the distinguished min-
ister Ally Sheir, not to be equalled in elegance of structure, or beauty
of decoration. 15 Among the noblest buildings, however, in the
vicinity of Herat, are not to be omitted the college and Khaunekah,
erected near the same spot, the bridge of Enjeil, by the architects of
the royal household of Abidlghaazy; than which, according to our
author, it would be impossible for human skill to produce any thirg
more beautiful in design, or elaborate in exeeution. From the vai-
nished gilding on the walls the dawn of the morning derived its
‘blushes, and the reflection of the lapis lazuli in-laymng lent its azure
tints to the vault of heaven. On the western wing of the sax ¢ col-
lege, if we comprehend our author aright, the ruyal Abdlghauzy,
amidst the glare of earthly grandeur not unmindful of the common
lot of humanity, caused a splendid mausoleum to be erected for his
own sepulture ; the dome, and the walls, and other parts of which,
exhibited in the utmost perfection, all that gold, and azure, and mar-
ble, could be made to display, by the most consummate skill in sculp-
ture, painting, and architecture.® Theauthor adds that at the period
at which he wrote, there were in the college and Khaunekah, toge-
ther, no less than twenty professors, or lecturers, eminent for their
learning and talents, supported for public instruction, on liberal en-
dowments set apart for them, by the reigning Sailtan Abadlghauzy ;
that the individuals.attached to the service of the Khaunekah, regu-
larly attended to make a distribution of food every merning through-
out the year; and that it was in this noble and charitable strueture that
Moulana Kemmaul-ud-dein Hésseyne Waezz,n celebrated and wel
known preacher af the time, delivered his admonitions onoe every
* Those who may-have-had an opportunity of visiting the Tauje-mebel, ir the neighbor-
hood of Agra, even in its.dilapidated state, can alone form an adequate judgment of the
.exquisite beauly sometim.s displayed in these structures.
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week, followed in his exhortations by ‘t‘he Sheikh, or presidiug elder,
of the foundation. 16. Another of the structures without the city
indicated for the admiration of the stranger, was the great mosque
erected by Ally Sheir, opposite to his ownypalace in the suburbs ; of
which the Siffah, or platform, of the sanctuary, is described in parti-
cular, if it is not, indeed, a metaphorical excursion of the author’s, to
have been inlaid with gold and lapis lazuli; and it was distinguished,
moreover, on the right and left, by two very lofty and highly decor-
ated minarets, overlaid with porcelain of Kashaun, and elevating their
slende~ rinnacles to the skies. At the north end was also alodge, or
clo  .r, ' -*he extempore reciters of the Koran, the walls and ceilings
of which were beanifully overlaid with gold and azure; and at the
oprosite extiew’ty was a noble hospital for the sick, with a spacious
2. 'vo.© of water in the centre, medical attendance always at Land,

d .» atmida, sapply of medicines of every kind for the relief of

¥« Adjuining, or at no great distauce from the hospital,
T pe and Khaunekah, called the Kholaussiah, and Ekh-
fe :s6i.b resneetively, also erected by the beneficent and noble minded
Akv " i ard. ashed with the same admirable ingenuity in design,
anit i, - ~ution, displayed in all his other undertakings; and
what mu.t’ rev.dered an abode here peculiarly pleasing and desi-
rabir, were o «id streams of running water which were kept

constaniy flowirng thoough the precincts. At this Khaunekah, there
was also a daily dist..uution of food to the poor; and every year, not
far short of two thousaund vests, or tunics, of leather, or fur, and other
matenals, together with turba' s, drawers, and sandals, were given for
their use, at the expence of the same illustrious minister. Finally,
there were seven lecturers, of distinguished learning, constantly em-
ployed either in the college, or Khounekah, in delivering instructions,
particularly on subjects of religion and Theology; the advantages
derived from which may be sufficiently estimated from the circum-
stance, that during the short period which had elapsed since thc
foundation, many thousands who had repaired thither from different
parts of the world for the purposes of study, were already enabled to
return to their respective countries, eminently qualified in every
branch of knowledge; and many individuals, natives of the city, who
VOL. 1I1. 40
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received their education here, afterwards filled the professional chairs
in this college, with the highest reputation for learning and talents.
17. Next claimed the attention of the stranger, the college of Badeia,
erected by the heir apparent to the throne of Khorassaun, Abtil Fut-
tah Stltan Badeia-uz-zemaun, scarcely inferior to any other similar
structure, either in magnitude, or beauty of architecture. At the
period at which the author wrote this part of his history, the lectu-
rer’s, or professor’s chair of this college, was filled by Suddur-ud-dein
Youness, whose instructions were uniformly aitended by a crowded
resort of students. 18. The Hezeirah, or close, or perhaps cloister,
of the princess Beiby Mohebb, remarkable for its beautiful decora-
tions in porcelain of Kashaun; and here also was an eminent lecturer,
numerously attended from all parts of the city. 19. The Hezeirah
of Ameir Stltan Ahmed Tchougantchei, [the horse-goff player], op-
posite to the edifice last mentioned, and by no means deficient in
beauty and elegance of decoration. 90. The mausvleum of Imaum
Fakher-ud-dein Rauzy, a spacious and elegant structure much resor-
ted to, on account of its healthy and beautiful situation. 21. The
college of thefour minarets, founded by the princess Khaunum Begum,
and distinguished for its variegated and multiplied embellishinents;
as well ad for the lectures there delivered at this period, by Moulana
Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, an eminent physician of Herat, who
enjoyed a liberal salary, from the funds provided for its support. 22,
The Hezeirah® of the princess Feyrouzah Sultan Begum, delightfully
situated in the Kheyabaun quarter, or quarier of the tent-makers,
and, in beauty and extent, far surpassing any similar structure in that
part of the suburbs. Khaujah Pars, and the Seyud Ameir Abdul-
latteif, known by the appellation of Ameir Kouftgueir, or Kouftigueir,
the patient, here discharged the function of lecturers, with liberal
salaries on the foundation; and here also, a distribution of food to the
poor touk place every morning throughout the year. 23. The col-
lege of Ameir Ferman Sheikh was not deficient in conveniences, and
supported one lecturer for public instruction. 24. The college of
Ameir Tchekmauk of Damascus, on the other hand, possessed an

* 1have nat been able to determine whether this was not a convent, or perbaps alms-
house ; at all events, it appears to have been an inclosure for charitable purposes.
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ample share of beauty and decoration, and also su pported ore eminent A. H. 875-905.
. . A. D. 1470-1600.

lecturer for instruction. 25. The Khaunekah, and Jumméyet-khau- Kiolowseruk
nah, or convent,at the mausoleum, or over the grave,of Shums-ud-dein  akbbaur.
Mahommed Uttebaudgauny, erected by Ally Sheir, and, like others of

a similar description, remarkable for neatness and convenience. 26.

The college of Siiltan Aga, sbounding in every convenience, with one

public lecturer. 27. The green Khaunekah, or perhaps the Khaun-

ekah, or Karavanserii, at the head of the tent-makers quarter, erected

by Melek Hisseyne, of the dinasty of Guerret. 28. The Khaunekah

of Stltan Khowautdn, hard by the last mentioned. 29. The college

and Khaunekah of Ameir All4-ud-dein Alleikah Koukeltaush, noti-

ced as a structure of great extent and solidity, with two lecturers
supported on liberal salaries. 30. The mosque of Beibytchah Mun-
edjemah, much frequented on fridays. 31. The Fennayah, one of

the structures erected by Ally Sheir, but of which the object is un-
explained. 32. The mausoleum of Mukhdoum the divine, [Hukka.

eik punnah], a celebrated Peir of Herkt, also erected under the pa-

tronage of the munificent Ally Sheir; and a pleasing retreat on account

of the very delightful shrubberies, and flower gardens, with which it

was surrounded. 33. The mausoleum of Sheikh Zeyne-ud-dein ul
Khowaufi, erected by Khoujah Gheyauth-ud-dein Peir Abmed of
Khowauf. 34. The Aywaun, arch, portico, or perhaps peristyle, of

the Eidgéh, or place of festival at Herit, was among the memorials

of his power left by the late Siltan Abd Sieid. 35. The Hezeirah

of Sheikh Beh4-ud-dein Omar, a highly venerated spot, distinguished

by a lofty superstructure. 36. The building on the Tcheshmah mau-

hian, or fish spring; one of those =rected by Ally Sheir. 387. Tok-
kouz-rebbaut, a Karavanserii, or hotel, for the reception of travellers,

also erected by the munificence of Ally Sheir, and remarkable for

the extent and neatness of its accommodations. 38. The rebbaut,
quadrangle, or Karavanserai, at the head of the Kheyabaun, or quar-

ter of the tent-makers, another monument of the benevolence, and

public spirit, of Ally Sheir. 39. The Hezeirah of Saltan Ahmed

Mirza, no less admired for the salubriousness of its situation, than

for its lofty and spacious buildings. The lecturer’s chair of this en-
dowment was filled, at the period under consideration, by Moulana
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Shums-ud-dein Mahommed, son of Seyf-ud-dein. 40. The Khaune.
kah, at the mausoleum of Khaujah Abdullah Ansaur; a structure
equally venerated for the sanctity of the spot, and admired for its
elegance, as well as for the heauty and salubriousness of the situation.
Here was ample provision of food always ready for distribution, not
only to the poor, but to those of all classes that migﬁt be disposed to
partake, furnished entirely at the expence of the funds of this very
noble and hospitable establishment. In the nine hundred and fourth
of the hidjerah, the minister Ally Sheir himself, did not disdain to
accept the office of sweeper round the tomb of the friend of his pro-
phet; on which occasion he nominated the learned Moulana Shums-
ud-dein Mahommed the Berdaite, from the Ekhlaussiah college, where
he had borne away the prize of pre-eminence from all his fellow stu-
dents, to fill the chair of lecturer, and he appointed, moreover, several
reciters of the Korfin, selected for the melodiousness of their voices,
to be continually employed in chanting the sections of the sacred
volume, under the cloisters of this venerated structure, together with
a Khateib, or orator, and Miiezzin to give the call to prayer, neither
of which had hitherto been provided for by the institution: and of all
these latter, the expence was defrayed from his own private fortune.
41. Niavmmutabad, the abode of abundance, an endowment erected
by Stltan Abtlghauzy, of which the object is not explained, any fur-
ther thap that it fully corresponded with its appellation. 42. The
mausoleum of that eminent Sheikh, Khaujah Ally Mouffek, a highly
venerated structure. 43. The college of Ameir Gheyauth Bukhshy,
erected during the reign of Abtlghauzy. 44. The college of Seyud
Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed ul Hisseyne was not deficient in
beauty, and it was, at the period under consideration, supported and
kept in repair by the sons_of the founder. 45. The mosque near the
Ptll-e-kard, or bridge of the dirk, erected by Ally Sheir. 46. The
Gtmbez. or dome, of Ameir Mabommed Stltan Shah, not by any means
defective in point of decoration, or ornamental architecture. 47. The
mosque by the bridge of Dilferauz, or perhaps Dilkurraur, another of
the structures for which the metropolis was indebted to the munifi-
cence of Ally Sheir. 48. The rebbaut, quadrangle, or Karavanserdi,
at the head of the Koutchah allaumut, ér street of the standard, per-
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haps of the miracle, also erected by Ally Sheir. 49, The Khaunekah A.H. 875-905,

of the Zeiauretgah, or place of visitation, erected by the same benefi-
cent minister. 50. The mosque of the Leiauretgah, among those
founded by Abdlghauzy. 51. The mausoleum, or monument, over
the grave of Ameir Abdulwauhed the son of Mosslem, erected by Ally
Sheir. 52. The mosque of Khaujah Afzel-ud-dein, distinguished for
its neatness, and elegance of decoration. 33. The college of Khaujah
Pabouss, a lofty and spacious structure, 54. The college of Moulana
Lutfullah Suddur, a very pleasing structure. 55. The mausoleum
of the solitary Peir Khaujah Abdélwulleid Ahmed, also included
among the numerous edifices erected by the munificent Ally Sheir.
It was a place of great resort on wednesdays; the resident Sheikh, or
elder, and those attached to the service of the sepulchre, attending, with
charitable assiduity, to the entertainment of all who presented them-
selves, whether on arrival or departure. Contiguous to this edifice,
an extensive Jummayut khaunah, or convent, was built by Khaujah
Nizam-ul-milk the Khowaufite, a person brought up under the pro-
tection of Ally Sheir, but for some circumstance of disloyalty or mis-
conduct, punished with the displeasure of Sditan Abilghauzy ; and
lastly, a very spacious and convenient rebbaut, for the accommodation
of travellers, was erected in the same vicinity by the servants of Ally
Sheir, and was usually frequented by a numerous resort of strangers
from all parts of the East.

But, as this sketch would be incomplete without devoting our atten-
tion to some of the numerous gardens which embellished the vicinity,
and administered to the delight of the inhabitants, of this celebrated
metropolis, the author proceeds to relate, that although, on obtaining
possession, he found the place abuandantly accommodated in this res-
pect, Abblghauzy Shitan Hisseyne very early evinced his determina-
tion to add, most extensively, to the sources of rural recreation already
enjoyed by his people. For the noblestof his gardeus he selected, how.
ever, a situation to the north-east of the town, equally happy for its
pure air, and the delicious salubrity of the water in the neighborhood;
and here, on this chosen spot, for a period of nearly twenty years, he
employed the most skilful architects,and the most ingenious mechanics,
in every branch of decoration, in producing a complete assemblage

A. D. 1470-1500,
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A.H.975805. of all that was admirable in the invention, and beautiful in the exe-
A'll(),'“l,-l—:%%?: cution; nay, from the very dawn of his power to the moment at which
ukhbaur. the author was composing this part of his relation, a period of not less
than two and thirty years, no expeace, nor exertion of skill, was omit«
ted to render it, what, it is alleged withouta question, it became, un-
paralleled for beauty on the surface of this globe. It would, at the
same time, have been more satisfactory, if the author had enabled us
to form some distinct conception of the component parts of this ter-
restrial paradise; although some faint idea of the picture may yet be
derived from his statement, that, like the lower-enamelled retreats of
clysium, its heart expanding area exhibited one entire carpet of roses,
and of every description of flower and fragrant shrub; that the soul
refreshing air which breathed through every avenue, like the zephyr
breeze of the loveliest month of spring, possessed the influence of as-
suaging the sorrows of the most afflicted ; that the azure realms of
ether faded in the comparison with the charming tints of its ever
verdant pastures ; and that the fountain of the water of life itself pro-
duced nothing to be compared with the lovely translucent streams
which either shot in brilliant showers to the sky, or wandered in
velvet bordered rills through every part of this inchanting scene. To
crown the whole, it was adorned in every direction by so many superb
and lofty pavilions, magnificent porticos, or corridores, airy and ele-
gant balconies, and other varieties of ornamental architecture of equal
taste and beauty, that the powers of description must necessarily
fail in the recital: and, that the name might in some measure corres-
pond with the reality, it was called the Baugh-e-jahaunarai—the gar-

den which is the ornament—the jewel of this nether world.

But, although this wes the principal, it was not the only instance in
which the taste of the royal Abtlghauzy was exerted in this way for
the embellishment of his capital. The author enumerates four mare
gardens, of which, however remarkable for the magnificent pavilions,
and other beautiful structures contained in them, similar to those
already mentioned, he very prudently confesses, that this abridgement
affords but little room for the description. Yet he would have been
unjust to the memory of his munificent patron, the illustrious Ally
Sheir, had he omitted to record that he followed closely in the steps
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of his sovereign, whose example he imitated in this taste for elegant
decoration. So far back as the commencement of his master’s reign,
part of his attention had been engaged in forming and embellishing
what was called the Baugh-e-mergheny, a ‘garden which, for thirty
years afterwards, continued to flourish in the highest perfection, under
his fostering care, equally admired for the rarity and beautiful vari-
ety of its trees, plants, and flowers, and for the elegance of the pavi-
lions, and other fairy structures, which met the eye of the spectator in
every direction. Several others are mentioned of equal beauty,
although of smaller compass, and among those the Baughtcheh Kau-
zergah, or little garden of the bleaching grounds; which, for the
salubrity of the air and purity of its waters, surpassed every thing
of the kind, in Khorassaun, and perhaps in the whole world; it being
situated on the unenclosed heath of the Kauzergah, and the stream
of the Jai Sdltauny, or royal canal, passing through the middle of
the gardens, previous to its being diverted through any other inclo-
sure. Neither were the other nobles of the court of Abiilghauzy,
less forward in this respect, in emulating the example of their sover-
eign, as the numeious villas, and other elegant retreats raised under
their directions, would abundantly attest ; although the fear of prov-
ing tedious deters us from mentioning them in detail. The author,
therefore, closes this article with the enumeration of a few of those
places of a similar description, which were to be found ia the neigh-
borhood of Herat, prior to the accession of Abilghauzy.

1. The Baugh.e-nuzzergah, or prospect garden. 2. The Baugh-e-
mokhtaur, or garden of selection, 3. The Baugh-e-kerenfil, or gar-
den of juliflowers. 4. The Baugh-e-kheyabaun, in the quarter so
called, the woik of Mirza Alla-ud-doulah. 5. The Baugh-e-zaughan,
or zoghun, or raven gardens, so often mentioned in these pages, and
the favorite residence of that respectable monarch Shah Rokh. At
the period under consideration also, on any occasion of public festi-
vity, it was the place chosen for his presence by Abilghauzy; and for
that purpose usually covered with temporary colonnades and pavili-
ons. 6. The Baugh-e-nou, or new garden, belonging to the prince
royal Stltan Badeia-uz-zemaun Mirza. 7. Baugh-e-zobaidah, the
garden of Zobaidab, among the memorials of his taste left by Mirza
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Mahommed Jouky the son of Shah Rokh, In this there stood «
palace, to which, at one time, in point of variegated and elaborate
decoration, there were in Khorassaun but few parallels. But, even
at the period at which our author wrote, it was in astate of dilapida-
tion. 8. The Aukserai, or garden of the white.palace, ascribed to the
late Stltan Abd Skeid. 9. The Baugh-e-seffeid, or white garden, than
which, according to our author, there existed not under the azure
vault of hcaven, a sweeter, or more lovely spot. This was one
among the many embellishments indebted for their creation, to the
magnificent taste of the departed Khaugan, the illustrious Shah Rokh;
and for many years the successive residence of the Mirzas Baysungur,
Alla-ud-doulah, and Sidltan Abd Sieid.*

® At the head of the men of genius and letters, who flourished in the court of Abilghan-
7y Stltan Ifdsseyne, was Nar-ud-deiu Aldurraihmau ul Juumy, the author of the Y iissuf
Zuleikha, Showauhed-tn-Nebbownt, Noffahaut-ul-uns, and mauy other admired produc-
tions. He was patronized by the munificent Ally Sheir; died on the 17th of Moburrem,
of the eight hundred and ninety.-eighth of the hidjerah; [7th of November, 1492], and was
buried close by the tomb of Moulana Saud ud-dein of Kashghir, at Herat.  Neither can
we omit to insert in substance, as far as can be included within the limits of a note, the
author's cursory sketch of the life of his father, Meir or Ameirkhond; the laborivus com-
piler of the Rouzut-us-suffi, so largely drawn upon in framing the superstructure of these
pages. Ofhim, then, he states that having devoted the early part of life, to acquire all that
was to be attained in the sciences of the East, in which he soon outstripped the whole of s
contemporaries, he applied himself with equal diligence and success to the study of histo-
ry, and of the records of past events. Through the seductions of a convivial dispasition,
however, and too unrestrained an intercourse with the votaries of pleasure, it never oc-
curred to him to engage either in the labours of composition, or in any settled charge of
public instruction ; until, by the goodness of providence and the influence of his better
destiny, he found means to be introduced to the excellent Ally Sheir, from whom he im-
mediately experienced every mark of kindness and encouragement. Not long subsequent
to this introduction, a set of apartments in the Khaunekah Kholaussiah, an establishment
to which we have recently referved, and in which he had occasionally taken up his abode
in person, was assigned, by the same munificent minister, to his learned and ingenious friend.
And here it was that be proceeded to compose his eluborate work of the Rouzut-us suffi.
By diut of application and unwearied diligence, he was enabled, in a short time, to bring
thessix volumes of his nnequalled performance toa conclusion; the seventh remaining incom-
plete through failare of materials, or, what is more likely, the delicacy of engaging in a
narrative of the passing events of the reign of Abdlghauzy; but this omission his son Kbon-
demeir, i recording the circumstance, pledged himself, at a future period to supply, pro-
vided heaven were piopitious to Liis hopes, and the requisite materials attuinable. Iu the mean
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time, during the prosecutionof his labours, and long afterwards, Ameirkhond continuedfe -
experience from the bounty of Ally Sheir, the most liberal encouragement, and the most
friendly support ; and when the tedious uniformity of alaborious task had at length produced
cousiderable abatement in the ardour of composition, that excellent minister did not disdain
to employ the stimulus of facetious discourse, and even of ruillery, to excite and animate
bis exertions. Eviucing, however, towards the decline of life, a disposition to retire from
the world, Ameirkhond withdrew to a secluded spot in the Kauzergdh, or bleaching
grounds ; where, for the space of a twelve-month, he devoted himself entirely to a pious
preparation for the eadless felicity, the imperishable rewards, of a future state In these
circunmstauces being attacked by a painful disorder in the loins, he was compelled, during
the month of Ramzaun, of the 902d of the hidjerah, [May 1497}, to teturn to the city;
there, his complant growing daily worse, after a lingering illness, he finally expired on
the 2d of Zilkaudah, of the year 803, corresponding with the 21st of June, A, D. 1498.

VYOL. IJI. 4 P
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CHAP. XII.

N order to preserve ‘the chain of historical evidence unbroken, it
may be expedient to recur to the period at which Meiran Shah, in

‘the eight hundred and tenth of the hidjerah, perished by the hands of

the Turkomans, in the neighborhood of Tebreiz. He had eight sons;
of whom the sixth, in order of birth, was Stltan Mahommed Mirza,
‘who is stated to have resided in general at Samarkand, with his brother
Siultan Khaleil, until the latter, as we have already seen, was compelled
to withdraw into Irdk Ajem. And, when Oligh Beg became invested
with the government of Samarkand, the same Siltan Mahommed was
recommended to his protection in the most favorable terms, by the
illustrious Shah Rokh; who spoke of him as a person for whose talents
and virtues he bore, from experience, the highest respect. He was,
accordingly, on all occasions, treated by Oligh Beg with particular
and distinguished esteem. Saltan Mahommed Mirza had two sons—
Abt Saeid Mirza, of whom we have already spoken at considerable
length, and Menitcheher Mirza. The former of these, on his death
bed, he recommended to Oligh Beg, in the strongest terms of paternal
affection; in consequence of which, the young Sdltan enjoyed under
the protection of that prince, every species of favor, encouragement,
and indulgence, finally succeeding to some of the highest dignities
under 'the autherity of bis protector. Of the manner in which, in
vindication of his own claims to the sovereign power, he conceived
himself justified in attacking the government of that prince, we have
also spoken ia a former chapter. It is here only necessary to remark,

that when one of his courtiers, on some occasion or other, expressed

to Otagh Beg his admiration at the singular zeal, which his young
kinsman seemed to exert in his service, he replied that it was not so
much to serve him, as to acquire, by actual experience, the principles
of political science, and the art of war, that the Stitan evinced such
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unwearied assiduity and application ; and the event sufficiently proved, A. H. 810-878.
that Oligh Beg was governed in his opinion by an attentive and judi- A.D. 1108-1460.
cious observation of facts, AbOI Fazel.

Saltan Abb Saeid Mirza, was born in the eight bundred and thir-
tieth of the hidjerah ;* attained to the sovereign power at the age of
five and twenty ; and perished, as we have seen, about the twenty
fifth of Rudjub, of the eight hundred and seventy third of the hidje-
rah,{ at theinstance of Yadgaur Mirza, the son of Stiltan Mahommed
Mirza, the son of Baysungur Mirza, son of Shah Rokh, in the camp
of Oztn Hussun, and under the pretext of retaliation for the murder
of Gouhershaud Aga, the widow.of Shah Rokh. He had reigned, with
great glory and success, for a period of eighteen years; and the precise
era of his death is contained in the Persian characters of the sentence,
« Mikuttel-e-Stltan Abit Sieid”’—the place of slaughter of Sdltan
Abu Sieid.

Omar Sheikh Mirza is here represented as the fourth sen of Siltan
Abd Sacid; being, according to our author, posterior in birth to the
Sdltans Ahmed Mirza, Mahommed Mirza, and Mahmid Mirsa, and
prior to the Siltans Mbraud Mirza, Walid Mirza, Oligh Beg Mirza,
Aba Bukker Muza, Khaleil Mirza, and Shah Rokh Mirza. He was
bora at Samarkand, some time in the eight hundred and sixtieth of
the hidjerah;} and being originally destined. by his noble father, for
the government of Kabil, a certain Biba Kabuly was nominated his
preceptor; but for some reason unexplained, this destination was sud.
deuly changed, and the young prince appointed to preside over the
provinces of Endejaun and Ouzkhund, with Teywmirtaush Beg, for
his Ataleigh, governor, or preceptor. In consigning this important

- frontier government to him, whom he already gconsidered as the most
discreet and promising of his children, Abl Sheid is alleged to have
acted on the precedent furnished by the immortal Teymdr himself,
who entrusted the same government to his son Omar Sheikh, in con-
sideration of his consummate prudence, and long tried experience; for
that renowned conqueror is said to have repeatedly declared, that he
bad subdued the world by the sword of Owmar Sheikh, because, while .

® Commencing the lst of November, A. D. 1426.. + 7th of Febraary, 1469.,
1 Commencing the 10th December, 1465,
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posted at Endejaun, that prince presented an impenetrable barrie
between the dominions of his father, and the trackless wilds of Kep-
“tchauk; the barbarous hordes of which, being deterred by the activity
and vigilance of the son from making any attempt on his frontier, the
father was thus enabled to extend his conquests over the richest
part of the habitable globe. The prince, of whom we are now speak-

"ing, established on his part alse such an admirable system of defence,

that no attempt of foreign force ever succeeded, during his govern-
ment, in making the slightest impression upon Ferghaunah ; as was
sufficiently exemplified in the instance of Youness Khaun, who
found all his plans against that province equally impracticable and

-unavailable.

Not less discreet in thought and speech, Omar Sheikh Mirza, the

subject of our present remark, is described as an enthusiastic admirerof
poetry; and to have in himself possessed no mean talent for versifica-
tion, although he could seldom be prevailed upon to give it publicity.
Much of his time was indeed devoted to the perusal of the poets and
‘historians of his country, and a dayseldom passed in which some pas-
-sages in the Shahndmah were not recited in his presence. He was,
at the same time, of a temper extremely cheerful and convivial, fre-
quently repeating such of the most beautiful passages, in the works of
the ancient poets, as were applicable to the business of the moment.
All hisactions bespoke, in an eminent degree, the noble spirit by which
he was animated; and his singular good fortune was sufficiently evinced
by the unclouded prosperity of his government. In the prudeuce,
justice, and paternal care, with which he superintended the affairs of
his people, we are told, in short, that no period past, or present, ever
produced his equal. Uniting courage with liberality, and limiting his
bounty only by his'resources, he became, in truth, an ornawent to
the throne on which:he sat; and of his inviolable regard to the claims
of justice and humanity, the following circumstance is here related as
a very distinguished proof.

A caravan, or convoy of merchants, from Khatdi, having halted at
the close of their day’s jousney, among the mountains to the east-ward
of Endejaun, were suddenly overwhelmed by a prodigious fall of
sbow; and the whole perished, with the exception only of two persons.
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A report of the catastrophe, together with an account of the immense
value of the effects thus placed at his disposal by an unforeseen ca-
lamity, was soon conveyedto theprince. Instead, however,of applying
the whole to his own use, which, through the exigencies of his govern-
ment, and the immemorial usages of the neighboring despotic states,
he would have been fully warranted in doing, he immediately gave
directions, that every article should be carefully brought together, and
lodged in the care of those who were held responsible for the safe
custody of all; until such time as those who could justly lay claim to
the property made their appearance to demand it. All this was car-
ried into execution with the most scrupulous exactness ; so that at
the expiration of the necessary period, the whole of the effects were
restored to the legitimate proprietors, without the defalcation of a
single article. 'We must, at the same time, observe that this circum-
stance so honorable to the memory, of either, is ascribed by colonel
Dow, in his translation of Ferishtah, to the warlike and adventur-
ous Baber ; but as Abdl Fazzel must have been pre-eminently inform-
ed with respect to all that concerned the illustrious family of which
he was peculiarly the historian, we shall not, I trust, be blamed for
giving to his authority the preference.*

Having succeeded to his father in the government of Endejaun, or
Andejaun, which was, at this period, the chief town of Ferghaunah, the
territories dependent on Taushkend, Shahrokhiah, and Seiraum, be-
came, in the courseof subsequent events,superadded to the possessions
previously subject to the authority of Omar Sheikh ; and he repeat-
edly led his troops to the gates of Samarkand, in support of those
claims which had been by him formally announced to Youness
Khaun, then sovereign of the dominions of Tcheghatdi, and of all the
_* I canmot in this place forbear to notice, that I bave had frequent occasion to witness
smong the vulgar Mounshies, or teachers, in lndia, what at first I considered as a most
unaccountable prejudice against this admirable historian; but I soon discovered the source,
Abdl Fazzel was a friend to the oppressed Hindds, and most probably suggested to his
enlightened sovereign many a plan for their protection and relief  His attachment for his
master was, at the same time, of a degree that bordered on adoration ; and he constantly
wore in his bosom, either his picture, or a small image of him. Heuce, the bigoted Mus-

sulman bas stigmatized both his master and himself, with the odious appellation of Bdtt-
perest—Idolater.

A. H. 860-899,
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Moghtl tribes, to whom he was allied by marriage ; and, on which.
occasion, he received from that monareh some considerable aceession

ofterritory. He was also frequently engaged in different parts of
Moghulstaun, probably on the requisition of the same Youness

Khbaun, since it was during his last expedition, that he is described-
to have received from that monarch, a grant of the territory of Taush-

kend ; which, together with that of Shahrokhiah, remained in pos-

session of his family to the 908th of the hidjerah. When, however,

the throne of Tcheghatii descended to Mahmoud Khaun, the eldest

son of Youness Khaun, the new sovereign, in concert with Siltan

Ahmed Mirza, the brother of Omar Sheikh, and, at this period, the

ruler of Samarkand, proceeded to invade the possessions of that

prince; Stltan Ahmed advancing from the south side of the river of

Khojend, or Seyhoun frequently so called, and Sdltan Mahmoud

Khaun from the north. Omar Sheikh was at this crisis residing at

Aukseiket, or Auksy, one of the seven principal towns of Ferghau.

nah; whieh he had recently chosen for the metropolis of his govern-

ment., The place is described as being situated at the head of a

great bridge, on one of the branches of the river Seyhin, some of the

buildings of the town being actually erected on the bridge. It so.
happened, however, that while the prince was one day seated on the
bridge, amusing himself in looking at a pigeon house belonging to
one of those buildings, an alarm was suddenly given by some of his
attendants, that the bridge had broke down ; and in fact, although.
he instantly started on his feet, yet before he could get on his se-

cond slipper, -the bridge bad separated immediately under him, and

he was in a moment precipitated iato the yawning abyss heneath,
where he pcrished without the possibility of escape.

This event is stated to have occurred on Monday, the fourth day of
Ramzaun, of the eight hundred and ninety-vinth-of the hidjerah,®
when the unhappy prince was in the psime of hfe, having only just
attained to the thirty-ninth year of his age. Hg had in all three sons,
and five daughters, in the follewing oeder: Zeheir-ud-dein Mahom-
med ‘Baber, and younger by two vears, Jahangueir Mirsa; the latter
by Fautima Stltan, the dapghter of the Moghtl chief. The third

* 7th of June 1484. T
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was Nausser Mirza, two years younger than Jahangueir Mirza, by
Ghountchahtchei Ommeyd, a native of Endejaun. The eldest of
the five daughters was Khaunzidah Begum, hy the same mother with
Saltan Baber, but five years older than that. prince. Hence, at the
period when Shah Isméeil Seffii defeated the Ouzbeks at Merou, this
princess residing in that city, was by the conqueror, after having
been treated with the most distinguished respect, conveyed with all
possible honor, to the court of her brother, then at Kondez. The
second daughter was Mehed-Baunii-Begum, by the same mother with
Nausser Mirza, and eight years younger than Baber. The third
was Yadgaur Sdltan Begum, by Agha Siltan Ghountchatchei ; and
the fourth was Rokheiah Siltaun Begum, by Mekdumah Siltaun
Begum, known also by the name of Feragour Begum. These two
were born subsequent to the death of Omar Sheikh. The fifth
daughter was by Olouss Aga, the daughter of Khoujah Hisseyne ;
but she died in her infancy.

It would be, in this place, almost inexcusable to omit the short
account, furnished by the author, of the province of Ferghaunah; the
cradle of this illustrious branch of the house of Teymur, which he
describes in the following terms. It is situated in the fifth of the
seven climates, and towards the very extremity of the habitable
world ; having Kashghér on the East, Samarkand on the West, and
the mountainous boundary of Buddukhshaun on the South; but to
the North, although there formerly existed the flourishing cities of
Almaulegh, Almautour, and Yaungui, the latter being the same as
Otraur, yet at the period at which the author wrote his history, du-
ring the reign of Akbar, there remained not the slightest vestige to
indicate the spot on which they stood. To the westward, in the
direction of Khojend and Samarkand, it has no mountains; and it is
on that side, accordingly, that it is alone accessible to foreign invasion.
The river Seyhdn, there more frequently called the river of Khojend,
enters the province from the North-east; then passing to the westward,
it leaves the city of Khojend to the southward, or on the left hand,
and that of Finauket, or Shahrokhiah, to the northward, or on the
right hand ; after which it takes a northern course towards Tirkes-
taun, or country of the Moghdls, and is finally lost in the sands of

A.H. 899.
A. D 1494,
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the desert in that trackless region, without disemboguement into ang:-
sea, or larger body of waters, of any description whatever. The pro-
vince contained, moreover, at the period under consideration, seven
towns of distinguished note—five to the southward, and two to the
Northward, of the main branch of the Seyhin, namely : Endejaun, or
Endegaun,* Ouss, or Oush, Mergheinan, Aushferah, and Khojend,
to the South ; and Auksy, or Aukseiket, andKashaun, to the North.

ZEHEIR-UD-DEIN ManoMMED BABER, the eldest son of Omar
Sheikh, was born on the sixth of the month of Mohurrem, of the
eight hundred and eighty-eighth of the hidjerah;t and, accordingly, at
the period of his father’s premature death, he was just eléven years
and nearly four months old. His mother is here expressly stated to
have been Kitlognegaur Khaunum, the second daughter of Youness
Khaun, the monarch of Ttrkestaun recently mentioned, and lineally
descended from Tcheghatdi, the son of the immortal Jenguciz. He
received at his birth the name and title of Zeheir-ud-dein Mahommed,
protector of the faith, Mahommed; but, in order to accommodate
the native Moghils, who found some difficulty in articulating these
sounds, the shorter appellation of Baber, which signifies tiger, was
sometime afterwards superadded. As will be immediately described
at large, he succeeded to the limited sovereignty of Ferghaunah, at
the city of Endejaun, on Tuesday the fifth of Ramzaun, of the eight
hundred and ninety-ninth of the hidjerah,} being the day next after
that on which his father perished ; and we are assured that the ob-
stacles which he surmounted, the exertions which he found it ne-
cessary to display, in his progress to imperial power, seldom fell to
the lot of any monarch either of ancient or modern history ; while
the courage, intrepidity, patience, and devotion, personally evinced
by him in the conflicts. of the field of battle, and in other circum-
stances of equal peril, seemed to surpass the ordinary energies of hu-
man strength.

When the catastrophe which had-terminated the life of his father
was communicated, on the following day, to the young prince, he
‘happened to be recreating himself among the gardens in the environs

® Iii the best modern maps, this town s placed, however, on the north bank, _
+ 13th of Febsuary 1488, t 8thof Junel494,. * ¢ . .f
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of Endejaun ; and he mounted his horse, the same moment, to make
the best of his way to the citadel. He had, however, no sooner
reached the entrance of the fort, than Shairum Toghii, one of the
Moghtl Ameirs of bis retinue, seized him by the robe, and persuaded
him to turn off short towards the Nomauzgah, or priacjpal place of
worship, without the town. It was shrewdly suspected that, as Sal-
tan Ahmed Mirza was known to be approaching at the head of avery
powerful force, the principal Ameirs of the province might have formed
some design hostile to the rightsof their hereditary sovereign,and possi-
bly to transfer the sovereignty of his country to the invaders; and with
thesesuspicions on his mind, this faithful attendant resolved that, how-
ever they might rob him of his birthright, the person of his young master
should at all events be conveyed to a place of safety, in the first in-
stance to the foot of the mountains in the direction of Ouzkund, and
ultimately to the protection of either of his relatives, Alunjah Khaun,
or Stltan Mabmidd Khaun—the latter being his mother’s brother.
In the mean time, some of the same Ameirs, receiving intimation of
the design, hastened to dispatch one of the oldest and most faithful
of the followers of the departed Omar Sheikh, a certain Khaujah Ma-
hommed, in order to remove the apprehensions of the young prince;
and the latter had scarcely reached the Nomauzgah, when he was
overtaken by the messenger, and prevailed upon, without great diffi-
culty, to relinquish the plan of exile, and to return to the fortress of
Endejaun, which he accordingly entered the same day. Here the
greater part of the Ameirs, and other members of his father’s govern.-
ment, immediately repaired to his presence, and experienced from him
all those marks of kindness which, in his circumstances, it was in his
power to bestow.

Sultan Ahmed Mirza of Samarkand, and Sultan Mahmud Khaun
were, however, still known to be advancing in opposite directions, in
order to make the attack concerted between them, upon Omar Sheikh;
and, after the unlooked for misfortune by which they had been de-
prived of their sovereign, it must have been a signal intervention of
providence, that could have produced that union of hearts and exer-
tions, among the inhabitants, which epabled them, in so short a time,
to place the fortifications of Endejaun in a very excellent state of de-
VvOL. 111. 4 Q
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A.H.899.909, fence. Siltan Ahmed had, indeed, passed-through the territory of
A D‘.:)i”_‘ﬂ;‘: Khojend and Mergheinan, both dependent on Ferghaunah, and was,
Abtl Fazzel. by this time, encamped within four késse, or about eight miles, of the
town, obstinately rejecting every overture towards.an accommodation
proposed on the part of his nephew. But the same providence, which
on this and another conspicuous occasion, alluding to the instance of
Béber and that of his grandson, the renowned and enlightened Ak-
bar more particularly, seems to have taken the minority of this illus.
trious family under its peculiar care, further interposed, by the rumors
in circulation of the strength -of the works, and of the singular unani-
mity which prevailed among the principal Ameirs of the garrison of
Endejaun, as well as by a contagious disorder which invaded bis camp,
and tke disabled state of his cavalry, to induce the Siltan to relin-
quish his hostile designs altogether; and, after demanding peace on
almost any terms, finally to return home entirely frustrated in all Lis
expectations. About the same time, Sultan Mahmtd Khaun, to the
north of the Seyhtin, bad actually invested the fortress of Auksy; but
being successfully opposed, in repeated conflicts, by Jahangueir Mirza,
the still more youthful brother of Baber, assisted by the loyal band
of Ameirs, who nobly defended that place for the children of their-
departed sovereign, he was also finally constrained to forego his ill-
grounded claims, and to return, with ¢qual disgrace and disappoint-
ment, into his own dominions,

Subsequent to this, it will be sufficient to observe with our author,
without entering into the detail, that Sdltan Baber contended for the
kingdom of Transoxiana, against the princes of the race of Tcheghataj,
and the Khauns of the Ouzbeks, with various success for a peried of
fifteen years; in the course of which he thrice obtained triumphant
possession of the metropolis of Samarkand. First, in the nine hun-
dred and third of the hidjerah, when proceeding from Endejaun, he
wrested it from Baysungur Mirza the son of Stltan Abmed Mirza,
who had succeeded to the government on the death of his father ;
secondly, in the year nine hundred and six, when he took it from
Shahy Beg, or Shebeik Khaun, orShubiani, the Khaun of the Ouz-
beks. And the last time, in the nine hundred and seventeenth of the

hidjerah,* when he made himself master of it, through the assistange
* Commencing the 30th of March A, D, 1511.
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‘of Shah TsmAeil, of the race of Seffv ; on the discomfiture and death A. H. g09 911,

of the same Shahy Beg Khaun, in the decisive battle with that prince, A. wmom
. . , AbGl Fazzel.

near Merl. All these events are circumstautially described by Colonel

Dow, in his history of Hinddstaun, and it would be superfluous to

enter into the subject here, further than is absolutely necessary, in or-

der to pursue the thread of the narration.

It was, however, in concurrence with the design long since deter-
mined on, by the will of omnipotence, which had pre-ordained in its
infinite wisdom, that a portion of its glory should irradiate the brows
of his illustrious grandson Akbar, that Siltan Baber was insensibly
led to seek for that establishment in a foreign land, which seemed, by
so extraordinary a fatality, to be withheld from him in hisown. And
to this, it must be confessed, that he was, at the same time, more
immediately constrained, by the pressure of those reverses which
perpetually assailed him in the country of his ancestors, and the failure
of support, where he most naturally looked for it, among the followers
of his fortune. Perceiving therefore, after repeated trial, that a fur-
ther coutinuance in the territory on the Oxus would be inconsistent
with the views which he had formed for the advancement of his power,
Biber finally resolved, at the head of the faithful few who still adhered
to him, to direct his course for Buddukhshaun, and from thence, as
circumstances might turther determine, towards Kabal. On his arrival
in the former mountainous region, the retainers in the service of
Khossrou Shah, the then ruler of the province, immediately came over
to him ; and their master himself, however unwillingly, was at last
induced to follow their example. This personage had rendered him-
self extremely obnoxious by his crimes, and by his ingratitude; having,
as formerly noticed, put Baysungur Mirza to death, and deprived

. Stltan Mdssaoud, his brother, of sight, both of them uncle’s sons of
Baber; and on several occasions, when the latter was driven, by wis-
fortune and defeat, to seek an asylum in Buddukhshaun, added greatly
to his offences, by treating the illustrious fugitive with inhospitable
violemce. Nevertheless, when it was thus in his power to retaliate
wpon him, to the full measure of his injuries, Mirza Baber, with that
singular magnanimity of character which never forsook him, not only
forbare to punish his ingratitude, but gave directions that he should
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be permitted to select from his property, in other respects forfeited,
whatever he thought conveiient, and to retire without molestation
into Khorassaun. Of this permission he very liberally availed him-
self; loading several camels, and some mules, with Jewels, and plate,
and other valuable effects, with which he proceeded accordingly into
that province.

In the mean time, when he had satisfactorily arranged the govern-
ment of Buddukhshaun, Baber proceeded, without further delay,
across the mountains towards Kabil, at this period in possession of
Mahommed Mokeim, the son of Zul Noun; by whom it hud been re-
cently taken from Abdurrezauk Mirza, the son of Olugh Beg, the son
of Stltan Abl Saeid, and of course another uncle’s son of Baber.
The remors which preceded the approach of the latter prince, had led
this chieftain, in the first instance, to shut himself up in the fortress
of Kabil, where he prepared to defend himself; but at the expiration
of a few days, proposing to capitulate on reasonable terms, he was also
permitted to retire, with his property and most valuable effects, to his
brother Shah Beg, at Kandahaur. Thus, in the latter end of the foriner
Rebbeia, of the nine hundred and tenth of the hidjerah,®* Mirza Baher
became possessed of the city and province of Kabdl. In the career of
ambition, however, the achievement of one conquest is but the step-
ping stone to another; and in the course of the following year, we
accordingly find that Biber marched from Kabil, with the design of
attemptir g the reduction of Kandahaur; but when he had taken pos-
session of Kolaut, one of the depeudencies on that government, he
conceived it expedient, through some consideration of prudence or
policy, to postpone his further design, and to proceed to the territory
south of it; whence, having over-run the Afghan districts in that di-
rection, he soon afterwards returned to his new capital of Kabul,
During the same period, embracing the nine hundred and eleventh of
the hdjerah,% that city was visited by a tremnendous earthquake, which
is desciibed to have overthrown, or precipitated, the walls of the cas-
tle, upon the greater part of the dwelling houses in the upper town;
and the whole of a particular subuib, or adjoining village, that 8f
Beimghaun, was utterly destroyed. Three and thirty distinct shocks

* Beginniug of September A. D, 1604. t Commeacing the 3d of June 1608,
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were observed in the course of one day, and the awful visitation re-
turned at intervals, once or twice in twenty four hours, for a whole
month. Many of theinhabitants perished; and inone particular spot, the
earth opened fora stone’s throw in width,and a bow-shot deep, several
springs of water immediately issuing from the chasm ; but from As-
terghunje to Meydaun, a distance of about six farsangs, or about
one and twenty miles, the undulations were so tremendous, as in
many places to have raised the earth to the height of an elephant.
The earthquake was preceded by violent whirlwinds from the sum-
mits of the surrounding monntains; and it is alleged, moreover, that the

same awtul pheenomenon with effects equally tremendous occur-.

red in Hindistaun, in the course of the same year.

It was about this crisis, or very shortly afterwards, that Shahy Beg
Khaun, the monarch of the Ouzbeks already mentioned, was prepar-
ing with a great army for the invasion of Khorassaun ; and Sulian
Hisseyne Mirza [[Abalghauzy] and his sons were making every
cxertion to oppose the design. 1o the mean time, Seyud Afzel, the
son of Ameir Siltan Ally Khaub-bein [the Dreamer], was dispatch-
¢d to solicit the aid of Baber; and the latter, accordingly, in the
carly part of the nine hundred and twelfth of the hidjerah, put his
troops in motion for that quarter.  While he was on his march,
he received intelligence of the death of Saltan Hdsseyne; but this,
in opposition to the pusillanimous and temporising counsels of some
of his Ameirs, he considered to furnish a more powerful inducement
to hasten to the support of his relatives, Previous, however, to bis
arrival in Khorassaun, the importunities of the inexperienced had
prevailed to raise Baddeia uz-zemaun Mirza, and Mazuffer Has-
seyne Mirza, the sons of the late Sultan, conjointly to the throne of
their father. On the eighth of the latter Jummaudy of the year
just mentioned,* Bhber, on the banks of the river Miirghaub, came
to an interview with the two Mirzas, and on their invitation pro-
ceeded shortly afterwards to Herat; where he remained for some time.
But soon discovering that these poor princes possessed none of those
qudlifications, either in point of judgment or discretion, that appear-

ed likely to ensure any sort of permanence to their authority, he con-.

* 256th of October 1506,
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A.H.911:013. ceived it prudent, with the least possible delay, to return with his
A.D. :%%;,—_mlz' troops towards Kabil; and for that purpose, on the eighth of the
ADT Paact smonth of Shabaun,* he accordingly took his departure from HerAt.
Among the Hazzaurahs, or mountainousdistricts perhaps, between
‘Khorassaun and Kabdl, information reached him that Mahommed
Hisseyne Mirza, and Stltan Sunjur-Berlas, after circulating a report
that he had fallen a sacrifice to the treachery of the Persian Mirzas,
had brought the Moghdl troups, whom he had left in garrison at Ka-
bill, to unite with them in raising his kinsman, Khaan Mirza, to the
-government of that province ; but at the same time, that the Ameirs
. Mohebb Khaleifah, Mahommed Kaussem Kouhberr, [the mountain
piercer], Ahmed Yussdf, and other officers in charge of the citadel,
-continued faithful to their allegiance, and to defend that important
-post for their master. The moment this information was announced
to him, leaving his camp and heavy equipments to the care of his
brother Jahangueir, at this period labouring under some indisposition,
Biber, at the head of a chosen division of his troops, hastened to de-
scend the passes of Hindd Kouh ; and after surmounting considera-
ble difficulty in making his way through the drifts of snow with
which they were encumbered, appeared one morning, rather unex-
.pectedly, before the walls of Kabdl. His enemies dispersed to their
hiding places the instant he .made his appearance ; but Mahommed
Hasseyne Mirza was-soon taken, and brought to the presence of his
offended sovereign; by whom he was generously permitted to retire
into Khorassaun. And, shortly afterwards, the -misguided Khaun
Mirza was himself conducted to the presence of Biber, by his cousin
the princess Mehed-negaur Khaunum; and he also was indulged with
permission either to remain at court, or to retir- to any of the neigh-
boring countries at his option. He chose to withdraw to Kandahaur.
In the course of the following year, the 913th of the hidjerah,t
Biber led his troops against that fortress; and having obtained a deci-
ded victory over Shuja Beg, the son of Zul Noun Aightn, the governor
of the province, and his younger brother, he appears to have rendered
himself master of the whole country, which he now placed under

the authority of his half brother Nausser Mirza. He then returned
* 23d of December. + Commencing 12th of May 1507,
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to Kabdil. Shortly afterwards, Khaun Mirza, who had recently joined
him during the expedition to Kandahaur, was dispatched to take
charge of the government of Buddukhshaun, which he retained for
many years, in faithful subjection to the authority of his magnanimous
relative. From thence, in the nine hundred and sixteenth of the
bidjerah,* an express arrived to announce to Biber, that Shahy Beg
Kbaun, monarch of the Ouzbeks, had fallen in battle, and that his
presence in Buddukhshaun would be atiended with the most impor-
tant advantages. In concurrence with these suggestions, Baber, in
the month of Shavaul of that year,} accordingly took his departure
from Kabdl; and having been uniformly successful in a variety of
conflicts with the Quzbeks, he, on the fifteenth day of Rudjub, of the
year nine hundred and seventeen,} for the third time entered Samar-
kand as a conqueror; but in the month of Suffur, of the following
year.§ when he had continued in possession of that metropolis for a
period of less than seven months, he was, at the station of Koul-melek,
forced to a battle by Abdullah Khaun, who had succeeded to the
monarchy of the Ouabeks; and although the victory is here alleged
to have been on the side of Baber, yet fortune in some other impor-
tant particulars appearing disposed to forsake his cause, he found it
expedient to abandon Sumarkand, and withdraw towards- Hessaur,
Under the walls of Ghedjdowaun, in conjunction with Nddjum Beg,
the general of the troops of Shah Isméeil, he was, however, confes-
sedly defeated in a great battle with the Ouzbeks, the general of his
ally being killed in the action. This had a decided influence upon

the destiny of Baber; for he now finally determined on relinquishing .

altogether his designs on Transoxiana, and on immediately returning
to Kabil; resolving to confine his future exertions to the formation
of a new empire for himself, in the rich and fertile regions of Hin.
diistaun.

Towards that devoted country, then, he now directed his operations,
and on four distinct occasions did he lead his troops to that quarter,
before he could effect his final establishment; being as often con-
strained to return, either by the occurrence of untoward events at

® Commencing 10th of April 1510. + January 1511, 1 7th of October 1511..
§.April 1612.
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A.H.013-926. Kabil, or by the perverse opposition of his principal officers. His
A.D 1607-1520, . -

A Fazuel. JSirst expedition appears to have taken place in ‘the month of Shavaul
of the nine hundred and twenty fifth-of the hidjerah,* when he pro-
ceeded by the route of Badaum-tcheshmah and Jogdelung, to Khey-
ber and Bejeim, or Nejeim, which were the limits of his progress on
this occasion. 1nthe Wakaat-e-Babery, a chronicle written by him-
seMin his native Turkish language, this enterprizing monarch is alle-
ged to describe, that having reached the town of Adeinahpour, perhaps
Adenagur, in six stages from Kabtil, he found himself suddenly
transported to a warm climate, and for the first time in his life on the
confines of Hinddistaun—in a region perfectly new to him, the vege-
table creation exhibiting a different exterior, the birds and animals a
diffe;ent form, and the people, a system of morals, habits, and usages,
entirely different from any thing that had ever before presented itself
to his observation. ‘Buta council baving been held to determine here,
by which of the passages it would be most advisable to cross the In«
dus, in those parts more generally known by the designation of Neil-
aub—the blue river—it was decided, by a majority of the refractory
Tcheghataians, that the passage of that celebrated river should not be
attempted forthe present. Baber therefore struck off to the south-
ward for Kohet, or Kohout; and having over run that district, together
with the ‘territory of Benguesh, and Benour, he led his troops in se-
veral marches, by Eissakheyl, to a station which lay oposite to Ter-
peilah—described to be a town on the Indus, dependent on Mtltaun,
Hence, after proceeding for some distance along the course of the
river, he appears to have taken a north-western route, by Dukky, or
Douky, of which name, there are two places in the map; one on the
road from Miltaun to Kandahaur, by which he probably proceeded on
this occasion, since we dre told that a few days afterwards, he encamp-
ed at Gheznein; and in the month of Zilhudje. he returned to Kabtl,

On his second expedition towards the Indus, Baber appears to
have proceeded by the route of Khord Kabtl, according to the best

arranged authorities,$ in the former Jummaudy, of the year 926 ;§
* October 1519 according to Dow's history. + December 1519,
1 The transcriber of my copy of Abfil Faszel, has here set down the year 913, which
must be a gross error, and I have chosen to follow the authority of Colonel Dow,
§ April—May 1520.
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and, passing through the districts of Mendrawel, or Mendroul, to have A. H. 526.027.
continued his march to Attyr, and finally to Sheivah. From thence, ** Pﬂlml’
however, he was again constrained by the adverse counsels of his Abll Fazzel.
followers to a premature return ; his course being now directed, from
Attyr, by Kezz and Kourkil, or Nourguil, and the transit from Kezz
being accomplished by means of some water conveyance, [tchauleh-
nishustah], to rejoin his camp, from which he appears to have separ-
ated. He finally reached Kabul, by the way of Baudenje ;* and on
a rock which overlooks this latter station, he caused the date of his
passage on the occasion, to be engraved, and the inscription continu-
ed sufficiently legible in the time of Abdl Fazzel. To this period,
1t is here observed, the princes of the race of Teymur had been con-
tented with the more modest title of Mirza; but in the inscription just
alluded to, it was enjoined that the name of Baber should be inserted
with the imperial adjunct of Padshal.

The third expedition towards the Indus commenced on Monday
the first of Mohurrem, of the 927th of the hidjerah,t the Tchegha-
thian prince directing his course, on this occasion, towards Bejour.
While on the march, he experienced some tremendous shocks of an
carthquake, each of which is described to have continued for half an
astronomical hour. In the mean time, Sdltan Aweiss repaired to
the camp of Baber; and the fortress of Bejour submitting, shortly
afterwards, the government of that place, together with the districts
dependent upon it, was now bestowed on Khaujah Kullan Beg, the
son of Moulana Mahommed Suddur, one of the most faithful and
distinguished officers in the service of his father Omar Sheikh. This
personage was deservedly high in the esteem ot Baber, not less than
six of hisbrothershavinglaiddown theirlives in theservice of thatmon-
arch, and being himself a man of distinguished talent, of the sound-
est judgment, and most excellent understanding. The views of Ba-
ber were, however, more particularly directed towards the territory of
Sewaud, and the subjugation of the Afghan tribe of Y dssufzehy ; and

* Of the places mentioned in this expedition, 1 have not been able to trace a vestige

in the maps.
t 13th of December—1520, we have here endeavored to reconcile some incongruity
of date in Abdl Fazzel.
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accordingly Taowus Khaun, the younger brother of Shah Munsour-
the chief of that tribe, now presented himself in the camp of the
Moghtl invader, together with the daughter of his brother as a peace-
offering, and the most humble protestations of submission. A scar-
city of provisions prevailing at the same time in the country, Bi-
ber, was the more easily induced to revert to his original and more
serious design, the invasion of Hinddstaun; which he therefore de-
termined to carry into execution without further delay, however
unprepared, at the moment, for the effectual undertaking of an expe-
dition of such magnitude, and still contrary to the avowed opinion
of his Ameirs. ‘

With such a resolution he accordingly drew back from Sewaud;
and on the morning of Tuesday, the sixteenth of the same month of
Mohurrem,* with his camels, horses, and lighter equipments, pro-
ceeded to cross the Indus, near the place called Kutchakout; hLis
bazar and heavy baggage following in tchaolahs, the species of river-
craft recently mentioned. At the distance of about seven kosse, or
from twelve to fourteen miles, north of Behrah, rises the mountain,
in the Zuffurnimah and other works, denominated Koh-Joud ; and
this was the spot now chosen for the encampment of Baber’s troops.
The monarch is said to remark in his commentaries, that until the
present moment, the etymology of this appellation hiad never been
ascertained; whereas the circumstance was now clearly explained from
its being the residence of the tribe of Joud, one of two families de-
rived from the same stock, the other being called Khetchwah. 1In
order to appease the alarm of the inhabitants, Abdurraheim Shikawely
had been early dispatched to Behrah, with instructions to prohibit
plunder or violence, in any shape ; and in the course of the same day,
towards evening, Baber in person proceeded to encamp on the river
Behaut, or Cheilum, a little to the eastward of the town. A con-
tribution of four hundred thousand Shahrokhies was, however, imme-
diately levied on the place, as the price of its exemption from pillage,
the whole of which sum, together with the government of the con-
quered district, he then bestowed upon Hindd Beg; Khoushaub being

consigned at the same time to Ameir Shah Hdsseyne, with instruc.
¢ 26th of December, 1520,



675

tions to support the governor of Behrah, whenever occasion should
require it,

At this crisis, a certain Moulana Murshed was dispatched from
the neighborhood of Behrah, on an eml)as‘sy to Stltan Ibrauhim, the
son of Stltan Eskunder Lody; who had succeeded to his father on
the throne of Dehly, some five or six months previous to the period
under consideration. The envoy was charged with instructions to
convey to that monarch, provided he found in him a disposition to
attend to them, sundry admonitions of the utmost importance to the
well being of himself, and of the country subordinate to his authority.
But this ambassador was never permitted to reach his destination,
being perversely detained and sent back, by Dowlut Khaun, the gov-
ernor of Lahour. On the second of the former Rebbeia, intelligence
was brought to Biber of the birth of a son, to whom, as it seemed aus-
picious to the enterprise which he had in contemplation, he gave the
name of Hinddl. Oun the eleventh ot the same month,* leaving Hin-
di Beg in charge of Behrah, and of the acquired territory on that
side the Indus, he returned once more towards Kabul, which he

rcached on the last day of the month;t and on the twenty-fifth of

the following month, regardless of the obligations of duty, Hindd
Beg also arrived from Behrah, which he thus pusillanimously aban-
doned to the attempts of the enemy.

Of Baber’s fourth expedition into the territory beyond the Indus,
the author confesses that he could never ascertain the date, any fur-
ther than that it must have been at the period in which he made
himself master of Lahour; and this, according to the history of the
reduction of Deibalpour, was accomplished during the nine hundred
and thirtieth of the hidjerah.}

But, as every important event in the affairs of this world is gene-
rally understood to have its determined period allotted by providence,
the final consummation of Biber’s views on Hindlstaun was reserved,
although, apparently protracted through secondary courses, the ad-
verse opinions of his Ameirs, and the tailure of co-operation on the
part of his kindred, for his fifth expedition; on which he is said to

* 1uyth of February, 1621, - + 9th of March.
t Commencing the 9th of November, 15623,
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have proceeded on Friday the first of Suffur, of the nine hundred and
thirty-second of the hidjerah,* leaving to his son Mirza Kamraun,
in addition to the government of Kandahaur, the protection of his
metropolis of Kabtil. This, his final expedition was, however, great-
ly facilitated by the previous possession of Lahour, and other impor-
tant provinces in the Punjaub, already secured by his lieutenants.
On this occasion, while he lay still encamped at Wouffabaugh, he
was joined, on the seventeenth of the month,} by his son Homayin,
with the contingent from Buddukshaun; and on the same day, he
was further reinforced by Khaujah Kullan Beg, with the troops from
Gheznein. Thirteen days afterwards, namely, on the first of the
former Rebbeia.} he crossed the Indus, near Ketchakout; and here
he conceived it expedient to make a general muster of his force,
which, including Tartars and Persians, and adventurers from different
nations, was found to amount altogether to no.more than twelve thou-
sand horse. From thence he proceeded to pass the Behaut, above
Jeilum, in the vicinity of the spot subsequently fixed upon for the
fortress of Rohtas, and, shortly afterwards, he crossed the Tchunaub,
in the neighborhiood of Behlowulpour. On the fourteenth of the
same month,§ he encamped on the plains of Siahkout, the fortifica-
tionsof which he determined to destroy; giving the preferenceas a mil-
itary station to Behlowulpour, which he accordingly directed to be
repeopled, and placed in a state of repair.

Reports were now continually coming in of the proceedings of the
enemy ; and on his arrival at Kullanour, oa the Rauvy, some dis-
tance above Lahour, Baber was joined by Mahommed Stltan Mirza,
Auddel Siiltan, and other Ameirs employed in the government of the
latter named city. On the twenty-fourth of the month.|| the fortress
of Melout, or Melwet, with a considerable booty, was taken posses-
sion of hy his troops ; and a valuable library, the property of Ghauzi
Khaun, the son of Dowlut Khaun Lbdy, captured on this occasion,
was placed at the disposal of the Moghtl conqueror, and by him
partly bestowed upon his son Homayin on the spot, and partly con-
veyed for the use of Kamraun Mirza, at Kandahaur.

" 16th of November, 1526. + 2d- of December. 1 15th of December,
§ 26th of December. # 7th of January, 15626.
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In these circumssances, receiving well authenticated int.elligence
that Hameid Khaun, the governor of Hesssaur Feyrouzah, with a
considerable force, had made several marches in advance to oppose
his progress, Baber, having now proceeded to the eastward of Anbau-
lah, and encamped on a lake, or large pond, not far from that place,
eonceived it advisable, on the thirteenth of the former Junmaudy,*
to detach his eldest son Homaytin, accompanied by the Ameirs
Khaujah Kullan Beg, Stitan Mahommed Douldy, Wully Khauzen,
Abdullazziz, Mahommed Ally Tcheng-tcheng, with a considerable
part of his own force, to give battle to this advanced corps of the en-
emy. On the same day, Beyn,an Afghan chief, and one of the most
distinguished among the Ameirs of Hindlstaun, came over to the
camp of Béber, and experienced a most gracious reception. In the
mean time, the young Homéyun, at this period in his eighteenth
vear, proceeded to carry into execution his father’s orders, in which
he acquitted himself with equal ability and success; entirely defeating
the division under the governor of Hessaur Feyrouzah, and rejoining
the main body in triumph, on the twenty flrst of the month.+ This
being the first action of any magnitude, in which the prince had com-
manded in person, the government of the same Hessaur Feyrouzah,
was now bestowed upon him, yielding a revenue of one krour, or one
hundred laks; and he was, at the same time, presented with an imme-
diate donation of a sun iu specie to the same amount.? Biber, at
the head of his troops, then continued his march to Sersawabh, it being
announced to him at vifferent stages, that Siltan lbrauhim Lady, with
one hundred thousand horse, and one thousand armed elephants, was
actually approaching to give him battle; and he had scarcely encamp-
ed at the same Sersawah, when Heyder Ally, belonging to the divisi-
on of Khaunj i Kullan Beg, who had been employed to procure intelli-
gence,conveyedtheinformation thatadetachmentofaboutsix thousand
horse under Daoud Khaun, and Hautem Khaun, was considerably in
advance of the main body of the enemy. In consequence of this, on

* 24th of February. + 4th of March, 1526.

1 The denomination of currency here introduced, is not explained ; a krour of rupees
would be a million sterliug, but a krour of daums, the forticth part of a rupce, would be

8o more than 25,000 rupecs, nearly equal to £3125 sterling.
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sunday the eighteenth of the latter Jummaudy,*, Tcheintemdr Sultan,
Mahommed Siltan Mirza, Mehedy Kbaujah, and other distinguished
commanders, with the whole of the left wing, and a part of the centre,
under the Ameirs Youness Ally and Abddllah, were sent forward to
make an attack, upon this advanced guard of the troops of Siltan
Ibrauhim; and the result was equal to the warmest exp-ctations of
the Moghals, asa considerable proportion of this division of the ene-
my was either cut to pieces, or captured by the assailants; and Hau-
tem Khaun, one of the generals who was taken alive, together with
seventy of his associates who had been equally unfortunate, was put
death in cold blood, immediately on his arrival in the camp of the
Moghil conqueror.

Baber now conceived it expedient to make his arrangements for the
decisive conflict; and for this purpose, Qustaud Ally Kily, his chief
engineer,received, in the first place, instructions to prepare the wheel-
carriages of the army in the tollowing manner. He was directed, after
the Turkish method, to fasten these carriages together with chains,
and ropes made of raw hides ; and between every two carriages thus
fastened together, it was provided, that five or six hurdles, or probably
gabions, should be placed as a cover for the musqueteers destined to
take post behind them. .Inthe course ofafew davs, all these arrange-
meunts were completed; and on thursday the last of the latter inonth
of Jummaudy,} the Tcheghatiian army had advanced to Panipet—
the spot selected on so many occasions, on which to decide the fate
of Hindustaun. The right wing of the army was, on this occasion,
posted within the town and suburbs. The centre was covered in front
by the carriages arranged in the manner already described, with the
hurdles, or gabiens, disposed in the intervals between. The left wing
was further protected by a ditch, and abbatis; the latter formed with
the branches of trees laid on the earth, and pointed at theend. Siltan
Ibrauhim, equally prepared for battle, had taken up a position at the
distance of about six kosse, on the Dehly side; and, for several days,
the troops of Baber were engaged in skirmishing with the detachments
of the enemy to the very outskirts ot his cainp. returning uniformly
successful from every conflict;. until triday the eighth of Rudjub,*®

* 31st of March. + 11th of April t 18th of Apnl.
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when it was ascertained that Sultan Ibrauhim in person, with the whole
of his force, was approaching to give battle to the Tcheghatiians.
We are here called upon to remark, that when, at the destined
crisis, the providence of God has determined to redress the injuries, or
to repair the disorders which are occasionally permitted to take place
in the affairs of this world, the actions of mankind are directed, in a
way, to be singularly instrumental to the consummation of the princi-
pal design. And of this, the advance of Sultan Ibraubim to give
battle to his invaders, on the one hand, and the resolution of Saltan
Béber, with such an incredible disparity of force, to engage him, on
the other, are recorded as very striking and conspicuous examples.
But, at all events, with the fullest confidence in the support of Om-
nipotence, Baber proceeded to dispose of his warlike bands in the
follow ing order of battle. He assum¢d the command of the centre
in person. Of the division to the right of the centre, by the Tartars
denominated Ounghoul, he gave charge to Tchein-temdr Siltan, aided
by Saliman Mirza, Ameir Mahommedy Koukeltaush, Ameir Shah
Munsour Berlas, Awmeir Youness Ally, Ameir Derwaish Mahommed
Sarbaun, and Ameir Abdullah Ketabdaur. Of the division to the
left of the ceutre, by the same nation called the Sewalghoul, or per-
haps Sounghoul, as exhibited in another manuscript, he gave the direc-
tion to Amcir Khaleifah, assisted by Khaujah Meir Meiran the Sud-
dur, with'the Am«irs Ahincdy Purwauntchei, Tereddy Beg, Mohebb
Ally Khaleifah, and Mirza Beg Terkhan. Of the Beranghaur, or
main body of the ru;ht wing, posted, as we have already ohserved, in
the town of Panipet, he consigned the commarnd to his son Homaytn,
at this pcriod about nineteen, assisted by the Ameirs Khaujah Kullan
Beg, Sultan Mahommed Douldy, dindd Beg, Wully Khauzen, and
Peir Kily of Seiestaun. The left wing [Juwanghaur] was entrusted
to Mahommed Stltan Mirza, aided by Seyud Mehedy Kbhaujah, Aud-
del Saltan, Sdltan Jenneid Berlas, and other warlike chiefs. The
Hurrawul, or vanguard, was placed under the orders of Khossrou
Koukeltaush, assisted by Mahommed Ally Tchengtcheng, and Ameir
Abdulazziz. The rear reserve [Ouje] of the right wing, was commit-
ted to the discretion of Wully Shermil, Melek Kaussem, and Baba
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left wing, was under the direction of Kira Kouzy, Abiil Mejeid N +izah-
bauz, [the lance plaver], and Sheikh Ally, together with Sheikh
Jummaul, Sunkery Kily the Moghtl, and other veteran warriors.
This was the disposition in which, with a firnness immoveable, the
troops of Baber awaited the attack, and finally defeated the reitera-
ted, but ill directed efforts, of the unwieldy multitude which compo-
sed the force of the enemy. Of the circumstancesofthe battle Abal
Fazzel furnishes no description; neither perhaps is it very material in
this place; but the victory on the part of the Moghils was complete
and decisive, Sultan Ibrauhim having himself fallen, although for the
moment unknown, among a heap of theslain. The cirnage fell heavi-
est among the Afghans, or Patauns, the particular tribe of the sover-
eign—not less than five or six thousand of them lying dead near the
body of the Sultan. Comparing it, however, with what had becn
achieved by former Mahommedan canquerors ot Hinddstanu, the
historian avers, and with apparent justice, that in boldness of design,
and energy of execution, the enterprize of Baber infinitely surpassed
all that had preceded. Sultan Mahmid of Gheznein, for example,
when he undertook his expedition, was not only in possession of the
territory descended to him from his father, but of the noble province
of Khorassaun; and the sovereigns of Samarkand, Khaurezn, and
Daur-ul-merz. were each of them subordinate, or tributary, to his
power. The force, moreover, by which he was accompanied, rather
exceeded, than fell short of, one hundred thousand men ; while the
invaded territory, instead of being subordinate to the authority of one
head, was subdivided among a number of separate Rijahs, and other
chiefs, entirely independent of, and generally hostile to, each other, but
at all times incapable of uniting for their common defence. With res-
pect to Siiltan Shahaub-ud-dein the Ghourian, it is well known that
he proceeded on his expedition to the same quarter, with an army of
not less than one hundred and twenty thousand horse, the greater
part, if not the whole of them, clad in mail; neither at that peried was
the country better prepared in point of union, and although the im-
portant province of Khorassaun was under the separate authority of
Siltan Gheyauth-ud dein, yet was it sufficiently understood that he
could never be induced to counteract the designs of his brother.
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Andlastly, w when, on the plains of Samaunah, the invincible Teymur, A.H. 032
an his march towards Dehly, gave orders for a general muster of his Abgll:a’zzze.l.
troops in the usual way, we are informed, through the Zuffernimah of
Shurf.ud-dein Ally, that the Bessawul of that inonarch’s army, which
was the part of the line of battle allotted to the stipendiary cavalry in
the pay of the state, extended to six farsangs, or about one and twenty
english miles, in length. Now it has been ascertained, by men of
acknowledged experience on the subject, that a farsang, or six thou-
sand yards, is sufficient for the display of twelve thousand horse in
battalia, two deep we will suppose; and hence it has been determined,
that the force under Teymir, on that occasion, exclusive of the re-
tainers in the service of the regular stipendiaries, here denominated
the Nouker-e-Nouker, must have amounted to seventy two thousand
men on horseback—the depth of the line of battle allotted to the Nou-
ker-e-Nouker above mentioned, being stated at two kosse, or about
three miles. His adversary Mellou Khaun, on the other hand, is no
w here alleged to have had more than ten thousand horse, and one hun-
dred and twenty elephants. Nevertheless, in spite of their obvious
superiority of force, the troops of the invader were seized with an
unaccountable dismay; and it was in order to dissipate, or appease, the
unmanly apprehensions which he had discovered in the pusillanimous
language of many of his generals, that Teymr found it expedient to
adopt the precautions for the security of his camp, described in a for-
mer page.

W hat then, it is asked, must be our admiration, when we find that
the adventurous Baber succeeded in achieving this mighty conquest
with a force, the utmost strength of which, both in horse and foot, did
not amount altogether to more than twelve thousand men! And our
admiration will not be diminished, when it further appears that the
revenues of Kabul, Kandahaur, aud Buddukhshaun, the only three
provinces at the time subject to his authority, were scarcely adequate
to the support of this small body of troops; while his expences to
protect the more distant frontiers against the attacks of a hostile neigh-
borhood, far exceeded the receipts ot his excheguer. Underall these
circumstances, however, did this enterpnzmg prince undertake to
subdue the government of Siltan Ibraubim, the undisputed monarch,
VOL. III. 4 R
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of a territory, the fairest in Hinddstaun, extending from Belrak on
the Behaut to Bahar on the Ganges; and supported in the field by
an army of one hundred thousand horse, and one thousand elephants
caparisoned and trained for battle. ‘But,in the usual strain it is finally
observed, when we come to reflect that he bore in his person that
portion of the divine splendor which was destined to irradiate the
world from the brows of his grandson, the illustrious Akbar, the cir-
cumstance must cease to excite our astonishment.

But,at all events, having,as it was just, in humble prostration offered
his tribute of thanksgiving to the author of victory, Baber proceeded
on the same dayv to dispatch Homayuu, accompanied by the Ameirs
Khaujah Kullan Beg, Mahommed Koukeltaush, Youness Ally, Shah
Munsir Berlaus, Abdullah Ketabdaur, and Wully Khauzen, with
instructions to hasten with all possible expedition towards Agrah,
the metropolis of Saltan Ibrauhim’s government; in order to secure
the royal treasure, and at the same time, to tranquillize the minds of
the inhabitants with every assurance, of the clemency and justice of
the conqueror. With similar objects, Seyud Mehedy Khaujah, with
Mahommed Stltan Mirza, Auddel Siltan, and the Ameirs Jenneid
Berlaus, and Kotllg Kuddum, proceeded immediately for D-hly.
On the twelfth of Rudjub, four days subsequent to his victory, Biber
in person made his entry into the latter city; and on friday the twenty
first of the same month,* he was triumphantly received into the me-
tropolis of Agrah. At that capital, he proceeded to treat the mother
and children of the fallen Sultan, with equal kindness and humanity ;
consigning 'to them the whole of the treasure and jewels which they
could claim in any shape as private property, and bestowing upon
them, in addition, lands for their maintenance, to the value of seven
hundred thousand Tankahs, or perhaps Tungahs + He exhibited,
moreover, to the whole of the people, such conspicuous proofs of his
bbunty and generosity, as at once to dispel their alarms,and, to a degree
beyond the most sanguine expectations, to restore the public tran-

* 2d of May 1526.
+ From a reference to Ferishtah, it appears that that author calculates the Tnngah, at
the 20th part of a rupee; at which rate this sum would be equal to 35,000 rupees, or about

£4,375 sterling. ~
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quillity. Homaytn, who had previously reached Agrah, now present-
ed to his father a diamond of eight methkals, or about 192 carats,
and of such enormous value, as to be estimated ata sum equal to the
purchase of a day’s subsistance for one half of the inhabitants of the
terrestrial globe. It was represented by the inhabitants of Agrah, as
formerly belonging to the treasury of Stiltan Alla ud-dein the Ist, and
received by him from the sons of Bikramajit, Rajah of Gwaliar. The
jewel was at first, for form’s sake, graciously accepted by Baber, but
immediately afterwards returned to the young prince.

On the thirtieth of the month, the conqueror commenced his sur-
vey and distribution of the treasure and jewels, so industriously accum-
ulated by a succession of wealthy and powerful sovereigns; and first
of all, he allotted to Homay Gin in specie, of the mint of Sekunder, the
sum of seventy laks, or sev-n millions of Tankahs,* exclusively of an
undisclosed chamber of treasure, full of untold gold and silver. To
each of his officers, according to his station in the service, he gave from
ten laks, to five Tankahs, the lowest sum, and to every soldierin the
army, he distributed a share much beyond that to which, by his station,
he was entitled. In short, from the most distinguished Ameir to the
very meanest camp follower, there was not an individual in his service
excluded from a portion in this most extensive distribution of captur-
ed property. Neither were the different branches of the imperial
family, whether in Buddukhshaun, at Kabil, or at Kandahaur, for-
gotten on the memorable occasion. Seventeen laks of Tankahs were
remitted to Kamraun Mirza. Fifteen laks to Mahommed Zemmaun
Mirza; and to the princes Auskery Mirza, and Hindal Mirza, in the
same proportion, without omitting a single female belonging to any
branch of the family. In like manner, to every officer and retainer,
who had been necessarily excluded from taking a part in the expedi-
tion, was conveyed something in proportion to his rank in the state,
either in jewels, or some article of curious manufacture, in gold or
silver. The bounty of the conqueror extended, at the same time, to
all who bore the remotest claims of relationship, whether at Samar-
kand, in Khorassaun, in Kashghar, or Irak—to all places of religious
sanctity, at Samarkand, in Khorassaun, or elsewhere; and finally, he

* About at 350,000 rupees at twenty to the rupee.
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provided that a gratuity of one Shahrokhy each,* should be presented
to every inhabitant, litile or great, man, woman, or child, at Kabil,
and in the neighborhood. Thus, according to Ferishtah.t at a single
sitting, and totally regardless of future exigencies, did Bib.r contrive
to dissipate the accumulated treasures of so many powerful monarchs,
by his improvident liberality on the occasion, acquiring for himself,
not unjustly, the nickname of Kiillender—or strolling monk.

It is, at the same time, to he remembered, that the authority of this
heroic prince scarcely extended, at the moment, beyond the walls of
the two great capitals of Dehly and Agrah, all around being vetin pos-
session of the enemy. The fortress of Sumbul, north-east on the
Ganges, was in the hands of Kaussem Sumbuly : that of Beiaunah,
in the opposite direction, held out under Nizam Khaun; Meivaut was
in possession of Hussun Khaan Meivauty; Mahommed Zeitoun main-
tained himselt at Dhoulpour; and the impregnable fortress of Gwa-
liar was secured against the Moghils, by Tatar Khaun Saurung-
khauny. Hisseyne Khaun Lobauny was in possession of Ravery,
Réabery, or Rewarv; Kuttib Khaua of Etawah; and Aullum Khaun
of Kalpy. Even Mahawun, contiguous to the very subuibs of Agrah,
still held out against Babher, under Merghoub, one of the slaves, or
body guards, of the late Saltan Ibrauhim. Kanouje, with the w hole
of the territory to the left of the Ganges, in that quarter, was in the
hands of the Afghans, under the authority ot Nesseir Khaun Lohauny,
and the noted Fermully, who had indeed been no less hostile to the
government of Stltan Ibrauhim. On the death of that monarch, they
had availed .themselves of the general dissolution of authority, to ex-
tend their usurpation over many more of the adjoining districts; and
they had recently, after conferring the dignity of Emperor on Pahar
Khaun, the son of Derria Khaun Lédy, with the title of Sultan Ma-
hommed, advanced several marches in the direction of Agral.

The discontent which, notwithstanding the unparalleled munifi-
cence of their sovereign, had already begun to make its appearance
among the Moghul troops, was not a little aggravated by an unusually
hot season, followed by an alarming contagious disorder; and thus,

* Of si!ver of the weight of a dram and 4 half according to Ferishtah ; about oue shilling
English according to Dow. 1 Translator,
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influenced by their fears, and the conscquent loss of judgment, great
numbers of them disgracefully resolved to abandon the ensigns, under
which they had been so signally victorious. At the same time, the
major part of those who remained, equally discouraged by surrounding
hostilities, by the insalubrity of the climate, the difficulty and hazard
of their communications with the Indus, the tardy arrival of supplies,
and the consequent scarcity of every article of consumption, became
generally determined on the necessity of immediately withdrawing
from Hinddstaun. Yet, though the majority of the Ameirs longest
in hisservice, and the oldest of his veterans, both by expression, and
by indications that could not be misunderstood, in his presence and
among their associates, thus evinced a disposition little favorable to
his maguammous Jesigns, BABER, whose understanding and strength
of mind were evidently of the very highest order, was not to be shaken
from his purpose, and continued his exertions to consolidate his newly
acquired power, without regarding either murmurs or expostulations.

When, however, he found that this spirit of discontent had reached
individuals the most intimate in his coufidence, from whom he had
nourished expectations extremely different, and that fortune seemed
again disposed to exhibit some of her extravagancies at his expence;
when he discovered that it had extended to Ahmedy Purwauntchei—
the secrctary—to Wully Khauzen—the treasurer—and more than sll,
to the veteran and experienced Khaujah Kullan Beg; who, in every
conflict, in all his enterprizes, and particularly in this greatest of all,
his Indian expedition, had uniformly expressed the most magnanimous
resolution; and that each of them was now among the most forward,
both by express declarations, and indirect hints, to urge the expedi-
ency of quitting the country, the monarch finally determined to make
it the subject of serious deliberation before a council of state.

Before such council solemnly assembled, when he had previously
addressed to them those wholesome admonitions for the guidance of
their judgment, which from his acknowledged talents, he was so pre-
eminently qualified to offer, Baber proceeded to explain, without
rescrve, the object of his most private views and meditations; and to
expatiate on the folly and imbecility, on the first trifling inconve-
pience, of relinquishing a conques{ which had been achieved at the
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expence of so much personal exertion, fatigue, and danger. Such a
step he contended to be no less at variance with the dictates of com-
mon prudence, than it was contrary to all those maxims which are
known to contribute to the establishment of a great and powerful
monarchy. Joy and sorrow, prosperity and adversity, as they are so
closely allied, should, he alleged, be met with equal moderation—be
taken together ; and when their present perplexities should cease to
exist, he entertained not the smallest doubt that their repose and en-
joyment would be in full proportion. He therefore called upon them:
to resume that confidence which had rendered them invincible, and
to dismiss that refractory and discontented spirit, which was only cal-
culated to produce groundless alarm and despondence. Such, how-
ever, as were yet seriously disposed to return to their homes, and
were not ashamed to exhibit a proof of degenerate spirit, so unworthy
of their former renown, would find no obstacle on his part, and were
perfectly at liberty to withdraw, whenever they thought proper. But
for himself, relying on the native resources of his own yet unbroken
mind, which he considered as a sure pledge that heaven was on his
side, he declared it his fixed and unalterable resolution to remain in
Hinddstaun.

This appears to have terminated all difference of opinion. The
whole of the Ameirs united in declaring, that the arguments of their
sovereign were founded in incontrovertible truth, **for the language
of kings,” said they, *is the king of languages;” and they finally
concurred in the resolution to maintain the mselves in the country, in
defiance of all exertion to expel them. Khaujah Kullan Beg, howe-
ver, who had been warmer and louder than any one in his clamours
for return, was permitted to indulge his inclination; undertaking at
the same time, to be chargeable with the conveyance of the numer-
ous presents set apart for the princes, and other distinguished person.
ages at Kabdl, and in the neighborhood. In consideration of his for«
mer meritorious service:q the city of Gheznein, together with Guer-
deiz, or Gurdaiz, and the districts anciently the patrimony of Siltan
Massdoud, was on this occasion conferred upon him in jigueir; and,
that he might not be without his portion 1n the conquered territory,
the Purgunnah, or towuship of Kehraum, was moreover consigned to
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him, in addition to the other marks of his sovereign’s bounty. Meir
Meiran was, however, the only officer of rank, who thought proper
to accompany him; and when he finally took his departure trom
Agrah, on the twentieth of Zilhudje of the 932d ot the hidj:rah,* he
is said to have written on the wall of one of the houses, a couplet
importing, that if, after reaching the banks of the Indus once more
in safety, he ever set foot again in the territory to the eastward of it,
he wished it might be with the face ot a black man,

The history of Baber, in this crisis of his fortune, furnishes one
more splendid example that the man who forms his resolutions on
the basis of discreet and prudent reflection, has seldom, if ever, failed
in the issue, to advance himselt to the most distinguished station
amongst his fellow creatures.  For thus it bappened when, with an
army totally discouraged, and surrounded on all sides by hostile na-
tions burning for vengeance, that intrepid monarch, relying on the
resources of his own mind, and the support of omnipotence, finally
determined on fixing the seat of his government at Agrah, placed as
it is in the very centre of Hindlstaun ; and when, through the influ-
ence of a vigorous, just, and liberal policy, and iu defiance of the most
formidable obstacles, he gloriously succeeded in securing for it per-
manent stability. The immediate etfect produced throughout the
couutry, was, indeed, most fortunate and animating ; since many of
the most powerful chieftains, as soon as they found that it was not
his design, like I'eywiir, to abandon his conquests, no longer hesita-
ted to submit to the authority of the conqueror, and were immediate-
ly enrolled among the vassals of the new sovereign. Among the
most distinguished of these was Sheikh Gohrin, whose influence was
so extensive that not less than thre¢e thousand others, of eminent note
and respectability among the natives of the country, were immediately
prevailed upon to fullow his example. Feyrouz Khaun, Sheikh Bay-
ezzid, Mahmid Khaun Lohauny, and Kauzy Heya, are further enu-
merated among the chiefs of distinction and importance, who claimed,
on this occasion, the protection of the conqueror, and were shortly
afterwards admitted to a distinguished share in his favor. Feyrouz

Khaun, in particular, was remunerated by a jagueir of one Arour of
* 26th of September 152G.
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ment, or pension, of equal value on the territory of Oudah, or Oude,
A similar assignment of ninety laks, on Ghauzipour, was conferred
upon Mahmtd Khaun, and another of twenty lakst from the revenues
of Jounpour, upon Kauzy Heya.

Through these and similar measures of ‘policy and conciliation, af-
fairs, in a very short time, assumed such a character of security, repose,
and happiness, as is to be experienced only under a government of per=
manent stability. In making the preceding observations, the regular
course of the narrative has heen, however, anticipated by a period of
some months; since the history now recedes to notice that, some days
after the festival at the commencement of Shavaul, a most sumptu-
ous entertainment was given by the Tcheghathian monarch, in the
palace of Sultan Ibrauhim at Agrah, where all classes of the people
were again admitted to partake in the inexhaustible bounty of this
most munificent prince. On this occasion, in addition to the gov-
ernment of Hessaur Feyrouzah, already in bis possession, the pro-
vince of Sumbul, on the upper Ganges, was bestowed upon Homayin;
Ameir Hindd Beg being deputed to preside over that province in his
name. The fortress of Sumbul was, however, at the same time, held
in close siege by Beyn the Afghan, who had recently revolted against
the authority of Baber; and it became expedicent to employ a consi-
derable foice, from among the troops in the Doaub, or peninsula of the
Jumna and Ganges, under the Ameirs just mentioned, in order to
restore obedience in that quarter. An advanced division of this force
was opposed by the rebel in person, who was, however, in this early
stage of the business entirely defeated, and compelled to fly ; and
having forfeited every claim to indulgence, by his perfidious violation
of engagements, nevgr prospered afterwards.

Having passed the rainy season, which in Hindfistaun is that of
spring, when the earth puts on its freshest verdure, in adjusting the
affairs of his newly acquired possessions at Agrah, Baber, as.the dry
weather, and the period for warlike operations approached, entered
mto consultation: with his generals, whether it would be most advisa-
ble to proceed first to the eastward, in order to oppose the ambitious

* Fivelaks of rupees, or about £60,000 sterling. 4 One lah of rupees, or about £12600.
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designs of the Lohauni Afghans, who were advancing from Kanouje
with a force of nearly fifty thousand horse, or direct his arms to the
westward against Rana Sanka, who had recently reduced the fortress
of Gundhér, and seemed disposed to aim atobjects of still higher im-
portance. After considerable debate, it was, however; determined,
since that chieftain bad been foremost in his expressions of zeal on the
approach of the Moghdl army from Kabdl, to defer hostile operations
against the Rina, until some means should have been adopted to ascer-
tain more clearly the extent of his views; and, in the mean time, to
direct the principal effort towards the subjugation of the turbulent
Afghans. Baber, upon this, indicated his intention of taking upon
himself the execution of the plan concerted against the latter power;
but the young Homaytn expressing a desire to be employed on the
service, and, at the same time, an adequate degree of confidence that
he should be able to bring it to an honorable termination, provided
the enterprize were consigned to his management, his offer was ac-
cepted of, with tokens of peculiar satisfaction., Orders were accord-
ingly issued, that the troops employed under Auddel Sultan, Mahom-
med Koukeltaush, Ameir Shah Munsar Berlaus, and other command-
ers, in the reduction ot Dhoulpour, after wresting that government
from Mahommed Zeitoun, and leaving it in charge of Siltan Jenneid
Berlaus, should be conducted to join the prince royal in the direction
of Beiaunah; while Ahmed Kaussem, with the Ameirs from Kalpy,
were instructed to meet him at Tchundawer, or Chandour; Seyud
Mchedy Khaujah, the jaguirdaur, or feudatory chief, of Etawah, again,
with Mahommed Siltan Mirza, Stltan Mahommed Douldy, Mahom-
med Ally Tchengtcheng, Abdullazziz master of the horse, and the
troops engaged against Kattdb Khaun, another Afghan chief who was
in arms in that quarter, was also instructed to put himself under the
orders of the Shahzadah.

Quitting Agrah on the thirteenth of Zilkaudah, of the year nine
huhdred and thirty two,® Homayin proceeded to encamp the first
day at the distance of three kosse, or between six and eight miles from
that city; and resuming his march on the succeeding days, continued.
to muke his approach towards the enemy, who had, at this periods,

* 20th of August 15626.
VOL. III; 4 s

Ao H. 932'
A. D 1528.

Abul Fazzel.



A. H.932-933.
A. D. 1526.1627

AbQl Fazzel.

690

concentrated his force, and taken post at the station of Jaujemou,
under the authority of Nesseir Khaun, Terrified, however, at the ad-
vance of the young prince, the Afghan chiefs, when he was yet at the
distance of fifteen kdsse, hastily recrossed the ‘Ganges, and retired in
dismay towards Hurridewaur, or Hurdwaur. Homayun pursued in
the same direction; and having, partly by force, and partly by milder
expedients, established the authority of his father in that quarter, he
descended next to Jounpour, which, with the intervening territory, he
in like manner brought into subjection, and restored to peace and se-
curity. While he was on his return from this successful expedition
he was joined at a place called Delmou, by Futtah Khaun Shirwauny;
oneof themostdistinguishednobles under the late monarchy,and whose
father had enjoyed under Siltan Ibrauhim, the title of Auzem Homay-
tin. He was immediately sent on towards Agrah, attended by Seyud
Mehedy Khaujah, and Mahommed Siltan Mirza, and, on his arrival at
the metropolis, experienced from Baber the most gracious reception;
that monarch bountifully bestowing upon him the possessions of his fa-
ther, together with assignments in addition, amounting to one hundred
and six laks of Tankahs.* He was, however, considerably disappoint-
ed, that the title of Khaun-e-jahaun shoald have been conferred upon
him, instead of that of Auzem Homayin, on which he had fixed his
expectations. Inthe mean time, it was thought expedient, for obvious
<ecascne, ‘that his son Mahmidd Khaun should be invited to continue
his attendance at court, while he was himself permitted to repair to his
Jjagueir.

On the fourth of the month of Suffur, of the nine hundred and thirty
third of the hidjerah,{ letters had been dispatched for the recal of Ho-
maytn, who was instructed to commit the government of Jounpour to
some of the Ameirs under his orders, and to repair without delay to
the metropolis; it having been now ascertained that Rana Sanka, after
collecting together an immense force from different parts of Hinda-
staun, was advancing with designs expressly hostil: towards the new
government. These letters were entrusted to Mahommed Ally, the son
of Meir Heyder, one of the royal equerries. In the mean time, Nizam
Khaun the ruler of Beiaunah was brought over, through the influence

* 53000 rupees—equal to about £662560 sterling, t 8th of November, 1526,
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of Reffeia-ud-dein the Seffaviian, to submit to the authority of Biber;
and that fortress was accordingly placed at the disposal of the Tche-
ghataian generals. About the same crisis, Gwaliar was also delivered

up. by Tatar Khaun, and Dhoulpour by Mahommed Zeitoun. Each.

of these obtained a compensation adequate to his wishes, and was hap-
pily enabled to secure himself against any impending shock of adverse
fortune.. The mother of the late Siltan Ibrauhim Lbdy, had been some
time since admitted among the ladies of Baber’s Harram; but having
been detected in a plot to destroy him, through the medium of some of
the royal cooks, she was on the sixteenth of the former Rebbeia,® not
undeservedly, numbered with the dead. Her accomplices were also
made to atone for their perfidy under the hands of the executioner.

Consigning the government of Jounpour, as he had been instructed
todo. intothe hands of Shah Meir Hiisseyne,and Ameir Stltan Jenneid
Berlaus, with Kauzy Heva, brought up from early life under the pro-
tection of his father, as their counsellor, Homayiin, oun receipt of his
letters of recal, proceeded with all convenient expedition ou his return
towards Agrah. Sheikh Bayczzid, one of the Hinddstauny Ameirs for-
merly mentioned, was, on this occasion, invested with the government
of Oude. But. as Kalpy remained still in possession of Aullum Khaun,
and it was imperatively expedient, either by arms or negociation, to
bring matters with this chirfto some species of adjustment, the march
of Homayin was so directed as to pass immediately through the terri-
tory under his authority. Inshort, means were employed to op-rate
so powerfully on the hopes and fears of this personage, that he was fin-
ally prevailed upon to submit; and he accordingly consented to accom-
pany the young priuce to the court at Agrah, which he reached without
further contingency, on the third day of the latter month of Rebbeia.t
While, on the other hand, affairs weré in this favorable train to the east-
ward, advices were continuallv arriving from Mehedy Khaujah, who
had assumed the command at Beiaunah, to urge the speedy attention of
the sovercign and his ministers, to the ambitious desigus, and danger-
ous progress of Rina Sanka.

In a strain similar to that which arrested the notice of the reader ina
recent page, the author again pauses to remark, that the happy mortal.
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on whose brows an all-governing providence has fixed the diadem of
superior intelligence, and whose exertions are ever directed to execute
the divine will of his Creator, cannot, in due time, fail to enjoy the full
fruition of every wish—to attain to a pre-eminence in human grandeur,
far beyond all that can be estimated in the short sighted speculations
of this nether world. Ofthis, w hat splendid proofs do we not discover,
at every step, in the history of our illustrious Baber; whose prudence
continually advanced in just proportion with his fortune, whose vigi-
lance arose more conspicuously amidst the intoxication of accumula-
ted victory, and whose justice, beneficence, and activity, in the dis-
charge of his imperi;l functions, supported by an unshaken confidence
in the Almighty, had no parallel, nor restraint, but in the consummate
wisdom by which they were dirceted ! Hlence also, when yielding to
the suggestions of an arrogant spirit, the haughty Rana Sanka, elated
by an overstrained conception of his own prowess, of the multitude of
his troops,and the extent of his resources, began, by proceedings which
could no longer be misunderstood, to unmask his daring and ambitious
designs, and was making rapid advances towards Agrah, our dauutless
M oghul, erecting his bulwark of defvnce in the goodness of his maker,
and little alarmed at the progress of what he seemed to consider an in-
fatuated mob, on Monday the ninth of the former Jummaudy, of the
nine hundred and thirty third of the hidjerah,* drew out of Ag-ah to
put himself at the head of his troops—determined to proceed immedi-
ately, in person, in order to crush the designs thus formed in the blind-
ness of presumption, and matured in arrogance and folly.

Having, however, encamped for a period of four days, in the neigh-
borhood of the city, his march was hastened on the fifth, by the reports
which continued to multiply upon him, of the progress of the enemy;
who had, by this time, possessed himself of the whole of the country
round the fortress of Beiaunabh, after repulsing, with considerable loss,
the garrison of that place, under Mehedy Khaujah, which had made an
attempt to restrain his depredations. The royal army now advanced
to the plains of Meindahguhr, about midway between Agrah and Sek-
ry. Ia the vicinity of the latter place, to the name of which a short
time afterwards, in acknowledgement of his victory. he gave a Persian

* 10th of February, 16217.
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signification, by changing it into Shukkiry; and to which, at a period
long subsequent for a similar reason, was added by Akbar, the appella-
tive of Futtahpour—the city of victory—Baber was well apprized that
there existed a very spacious Talaub, Tank,or pond, and that there was
scarcelyany othersupply of water,within a reasonable distance through-
out the whole district, than what was to be found in this Talaub. In
order to secure this important position, which he conceived it extreme-
ly probable that the enemy might make a rapid movement to seize,
the Moghul monarch hastened forward with the whole of his force, on
the litternth day of the month ;* dispatching Derwaish Mahommed
& 1* wv o] camel driver], witha divisionin advance,in ordertofix upona
¢ orient spot for the imperial encampment. The banks, of the lake
r1 ¥ v hpour, herealluded to,and described as an extensive and mag-
afieont expanse of waters, -ere chosen by thar  ficer for the purpose;
ot vavalarmy accordingly took up its ground there, shortly after-
‘...~ Meho y Khbaujah, with the garrison of Beiaunah, was now

. vd *u join the imperial encampment; and Beg Meirek, an officer
! *q to the division of Homaylin, was employed to procure intel-
: #the enemy. On the morning of the following day, the same
#¢¢s turned with information, that the enemy was encamnped one

Lse on the other side of Yessaour, and at the distance of eighteen

issc? lrom the position of the royal'army. The same day, Mehedy
K haujan, and Mahommed Siltan Mirza, with the garrison of Beiaun-
ah, 1.:ned the imperial head quarters at Sekry.

r'rom this period, a series of skirmishes daily took place between the
Moghdl light troops, and those of thc Rana, until the thirteenth of the
latter Jummaudy, of the year 933 ;1 when, the position of the imperial
army being now advanced to the neighborhood ot of Khanwah, a town
at the foot of a hill, belonging to Beiaunah, and at the distance of two
kosse from the enemy, it was announced that Rana Sanka, with the
whole of his force was approaching, with the apparent resolution of giv-
ing battle.

On the nature of the force assembled against him on this occasion,
Bhber, in the narrative of events written by himself, is alleged to state
that by the feodatorial institutions of Hindistaun, every department of
* 10th February, t About six and thirty, or forty English miles.  § 16th March, 1627,
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was considered to furnish ten thousand horse, equipped and armed for
service. In other words, that every tenure of the annual value of one
thousand rupees,® was bound to furnish one horseman for the service
of the state, whenever required. Now the countries immediately sub-
ject to the authority of Rana Sanka, were estimated to yield an annual
revenue of ten Krour, and the force under his own family standard, on
the occasion, might therefore be fairly set down at one hundred thou-
sand horse. But to these must be added, the auxiliaries brought to his
support, by a number of very powerful native chieftaius, otherwise in-
dependent of his authority. These were, in particular, Sihldy, the ru-
ler of Réisein, Sirungpour, and the neighboring districts, whose quota
was settled at thirty thousand horse; Rdowidl Oudy Sing, of Maugry,
twelve thousand ; Hussun Khaun, of Meivaut, twelve thousand; Bah-
ratmul, of Aydery, four thousand; Nerpet Haudah, seven thousand;
Setrtii Ketchy, six thousand; the chief of Jorhel ; Beyram Deou,
of Meirtah, four thousand; Nersing Deou Tchohaun, four thousand;
and lastly, Mahmoud Khaun, the son of Siltan Sekunder Lbdy, al-
though without a foot of territory which he could call his own, yet in
the hope ofrecovering the dignity of his ancestors, contrived on this oc-
casion, to bring ten thousand horse into the field of battle—comprising
altogether a promiscuous force of not less than two hundred thousand

cavalry.

Asssured of the actual approach of the enemy, in such formidable
strength, the Tcheghathian monarch proceeded without delay, to ar-
range his troops for battl:; taking post himself, withthose immediately
attached to his person, in the Ghoul, which appears to have been in the
centre of the rear line. lmmediately to his reght, were the divisions
of Tchein Teymir Siltan, and Mirza Sdliman, with Khaujah Doast
Khbowund, Youness Ally, Shah Munstr Berlas, Derwaish Mahom-
med Sarbaun, Abdullah.Ketabdaur, and other officers. To the % ft of
the royal station, were Alli-ud-dein, Sdltan of Behlowulpour, Sheikh
Zeyne, of Khowauf, Ameir Moheb Ally the son of Nizam-ud-deinAlly

* £125 sterling, at two and six-pence to the rupee,
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Khaleifah, Tereddy Beg, Sheirafkunn the son of Kouje Beg, and many
other distinguished commanders. The right wing of the first line was
placed under the orders of Homayiin, and on his right flank, were sta-
tioned with their divisions, Kaussem Hsseyne Siltan, Ahmed Y (is-
suf Oughlaktchei, Hindd Beg Koutchein, Khossrou Koukeltaush,
Kowaum Beg Ordt Shah, Wully Khauzen, Kara Kouzy, Peir Seies-
tauny, Khaujah Pehlewaun Buddukhshy, and Abdulshtkar, with ma-
ny other veteran warriors. To the left of the principal division of the
right wing, were posted Meirhem, Mahommedy Koukeltaush, Khau-
jeky Assud Jandaur, and some others. In the right wing were also
stationed, the Hindustduny chieftains, including Khaun Khaunan,
Dilawer Khaun, Melek Daoud Kerrerauny, and Sheikh Gouhrin. The
Icft wing of the first line was consigned to the discretion of Seyud
Mechedy Khaujah, with Mahommed 5dltan Mirza, and other distin-
guished captains ; and among these were also distributed, several more
of the Hinddstauny chiefs, who had submitted to the Tcheghatian
government; such as Jullaul Khaun, and Kummaul Khaun, the sons of
Stltan Alld-ud-dein, with Ally Khaun, Sheikh zadah Fermully, Ni.
zaum Khaun of Beianah, and others not less distinguished for zeal and
loyalty, than for undaunted courage. The Toulghama, or Toulagh-
mah, a designation herc applied to the advanced guard of the right
wing, and composed entirely of Moghil troops, was entrusted to Ter-
deikah, assisted by Melek Kaussem, the brother of BAba Kushkah ; and
the same guard for the left wing, consisting of household troops, was
committed to Moumen Auttekah, and Ristum, a Tarkman officer.

To complete his disposition, a line of carriages fastened together
with iron chains, under the direction of Nizam-ud-dein Ally Khalei-
fah, was extended, according to the practice of the Turkish armies,
along the whole front, in order to cover the matchlockmen, and artille-
ry, which were stationed some distance in advance. After assigning
to the principal generals their respective stations in the line, Stiltan
Mahommed, the Bukhshy, placed himself near the person of his sover-
eign, in order to receive his final instructions; which were to be circu-
lated to the different divisions through the Tawatcheis and Yessawuls,
[adjutant generals,and exempts]—the commanding generals being for-
bidden to quit their posts, on any pretence, or to commence action
without express orders to that purpose.
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At the conclusion of the first watch in the morning, the battle hows
ever commenced, on the part of the enemy, by an attack of their left
wing, upon the division on the right of the Tcheghathian troops, under
the orders of Khossrou Koukeltaush, and Melek Kaussem, here, called
the son of Baba Kushkah. But Tchein Teymir Siltan, by command
of his sovereign, immediately advancing to the support of the division
attacked, the enemy were nobly repulsed by him, almost to the very
rear of their centre. The honor of the succeeding victory was, there-
fore, in a paramount degree ascribed to him, in consequence of this
well executed and successful operation. The artillery of Homaydn’s
division being, at the same time, carried forward by Mustafa, the Turk-
ish officer in charge, occasioned dreadful havoc and no small confusion,
in the ranks of the enemy by its well directed fire. But, as the enemy
continued, however, to maintain the conflict, by perpetually bringing
up fresh troops to the support of their broken squadrons, Baber found
it necessary te employ the same expedient, in order to defeat them; and
for this purpose, Kaussem Husseyne Stltan, Abmed Yussuf,and Kow-
aum Beg; and after them, Hindd Beg Koutchin, and Mahommedy
Koukeltaush, and Youness Ally, and Shah Munstr Berlas, and Ab-
dullah Ketabdaur, and Mahommed Khaleil Akhta Beggy, and many
others, were ordered in succession to sustain the divisions engaged,
and to repel the efforts of their adversaries. In the mean time, the
right of the enemy was by no means unemployed, having made repeat-
ed attempts upon the left wing of the Moghil army; in which it was as
repeatedly foiled with infinite loss, by the equal firmness and skill of
the opposing divisions. On this side they were also successively re-
sisted by Moumen Auttekah, and Rdstum the Tdrkomaun, supported
by Moulla Mahmid, and Ally Auttekah Pashleik, belonging to the di-
vision of Ally Khaleifah; and, latterly, by Mahommed Siltan Mirza,
Auddel Saltan, Abdulazziz Meir Aukhor, or master of the horse, Kiit-
ldg Kuddum Kerawul, or captain of videttes, Mahommed Tcheng-
cheng, and many others who eminently signalized themselves on this
memorable occasion.
. When the fate of the battle had been, hiowever, tlius held in suspense
to a late hour in the day, through the superior numbers of the enemy,
the household troops of the empire, who, like tigers in their chains, had-
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Been hitherto kept in reserve, behind the line of carriages, received or- A.H.9as.

ders to defile by the right and left of the centre division, and, leaving
the station of the harquebussiers also on either hand between them,
to advance and take their part in the conflict. Finding themselves at
length let loose from restraint, these chosen warriors hastened accord-
ingly to indulge their eagerness for blood, and threw themselves like
beasts of prey among the squadrons of the enemy; while Ally Kuly,
that miracle of the age, with his artillery immediately in advance of the
imperial station, opened a tremendous discharge of all the materials of
destruction upon their thickest ranks. Such was the crisis of affairs,
when orders were also issued that the guns of the centre division
should be moved forward, Baber, in person, at the same moment, ad-
vancing directly upon the front of the enemy ; and this decisive move-
ment being observed by the remainder of the Tcheghatéian troops, the
whole at ouce now rushed. forward, eager to share in the sanguinary
strife. '

Before the day had finally closed, the two wings of the enemy’s ar-
my were so completely beaten back by the Tcheghatéians, that they
were thrown together, in one confused and unwieldy mass, upon their
centre; in which state they were so vigorously pressed by their victo-
rious autagonists, that, deriving courage from despair, they made a fu-
rious effort to disengage themselves. In their turn, they were, for a
moment, eminently successful, having borne down upon the flanks of
Baber’s centre division, in such a manner as to be at one time extreme-
ly close upon his person. But no effort could prevail over the unsha-
ken firmness, and intrepid resistance of the monarch and his veteran
bands. Theenemy, nolonger permitted to rally, were left without al-
ternative, and finally quitted the field of battle in the utmost conster-
nation..

The contest having thus terminated in victory to the standard of the
Moghls, and the enemy been dispersed, like the sands of the desert
before the whirlwind of the storm, Baber, after offering up to the divine
majesty the usual tribute of thanksgiving, and pursuing the fugitives
in person to the distance of about a kosse from the field of battle, some
time after night fall returned to his camp; having dispatched Mahom-
medy Koukeltaush, Abdulazziz, master of the horse, and various other.
NOL. 111, 4T
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commanders, to continue the pursuit of Rhna Sanka, who had contriv.
ed to effect his escape from the scene of consternation. The slaugh.
ter of the enemy, during the battle and pursuit, was very considerable;
and many thousands of their wounded were trampled to death, by the
cavalry of the victors. Of their chiefs, in particular, Hussun Khaun
Meivauty fell by a musquet shot; and Raowul Oudi Sing, Maunek-
tchund Tchohaun, Rai Tchanderbaun, Velpet R, Gungd, Keremn
Sing, Dounger Sei, with many others of distinguished rank, were also
numbered with the slain.

Sinceit was not in the destiny of the fugitive Rana to fall into the
hands of his pursuers, the officers employed on that service returned
without their object, and Baber expressed some dissatisfaction, as it
they had not sufficiently exerted themselves on the occasion ; but, more
especially, regretting that he should have suffered an opportunity so
singularly favorable to escape, by entrusting that te the execution of
others, which he could have so easily undertaken in his own person.
Sheikh Zeyne, the Suddur, a man of distinguished talents in the court
of Biber, has recorded the date of this important victory in the sen-
tence “Futtah-Padshah-isslaum—"" The monarch of the true faith tri-
umphant—" the Persian characters of which numerically applied will
furnish the total 933 ; and what is considered further remarkable, the
very same discovery was made at Kabul, by Ameir Gaissou. Accord-
ing to a statement of the emperor’s in the commentaries written by
himself, a similar circumstance occurred after the conquest of Dibal-
pour; two different persons, at a considerable distance apart, having re-
corded the date of that event in the same sentence. Be this, however,
as it may, the victory of Khanwa was considered of sufficient import-
ance, to terminate for the -present all operations against Rana Sanka
and the countries subject to his authority, for the more immediate pur-
pose of reducing Meivaut.

In the mean time, it was found expedient to detach a body of troops
under Mahommed Tchengteheng, Sheikh Gouhrin, and Abdulmulik
Kourtchei, against Eliauss Khaun; who was at the head of an insur-
rection in the countries between the Jumna and Ganges, had taken
possession of the town of Koul, perhaps Coel, and laid the governor,
an officer of the name of Gunjuk Ally, in irons. On the approach of
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the Moghtl detachment, the insurgent, however, thought fit to ab- A. H.93s.
scond without opposing any resistance; but by the time that the im- A.D 1527
perial standard had returned to the metropolis of Agrah, he had fallen Abal Fuzzel.
into the hands of his pursuers, and being conveyed to the presence of

Baber, was immediately condemned to suffer the punishment of re-

bellion. There was nothing further, now, to divert the attention of the
Tcheghathian monarch from his previous design against Meivaut,

which he proceeded to carry into execution without delay. He ac-
cordingly again quitted Agrah for that purpose ; and on the sixth of

Rudjubh, of the year nine hundred and thirty-three,* he encamped at

the head of his army, in the neighborhood of Alour, or Alwer, the then

seat of government of the Khauns of Meivaut. The whole province

was reduced, shortly afterwards, without apparent difficulty, being des-

tined asan augmentation to the territorial possessions already conferred

upon Homayln. Baber then returned to Agrah, his attention being

next required towards the countries on the Ganges, eastward; where

his authority had as vet been very imperfectly established.

It being, however, still imperative upon the sovereign to provide,
under every change, for the security of his more distant governments of
Kabdl and Buddukbshaun, and the latter haviag in effect been confer-
red upon Hemayn, ever since the natural demise of Khaun Mirza, in
the 917th of the hidjerah, that prince, on the ninth of Rudjub of the
current year,} when within three kosse of Alwer, was permitted to take
his departure for the countries to the westward of the Indus; and, on
the same day, his royal father completed his arrangements towards re-
pressing the insolence, and extinguishing the power of Beyn, the re-
fractory Aighan, who had contrived, during the recent hostilities with
RAna Sanka, to make himself master of Luhkoou. For the execution
of these measures, Kaussem Hdadsseyne Siltan, Melek Kaussem the
son of Baba Kushkah, Abil Mahommed Neizabauz, and Huasseyne
Khaun, together with the Hinddstauny Ameirs, Ally Khaun Fermul-
ly, Melek Dioud Guerrerauny, and Tatar Khaun, entitled Khauun-e-
jahaun, were shortly afterwards, dispatched under the orders of Ma-
hommed Stltan Mirza. The Afghan chief, however, no sooner heard
of the march and destination of these commanders than he instantly

*® 7th of April 1527. 1 10th of April.
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determined on abandoning his usurpations, and he accordingly betook
himself again, for some time at least, to the life of a wanderer.
Towards the conclusion of the year, Baber amused himself in mak-
ing a circuit of the country about Futtahpour and Baury, after which
he returned to Agrah; and in the beginning of the nine hundred and

* thirty-fourthofthe hidjerah, he proceeded on an excursion towards Koel,

and from thence to the sportingcountry of Sumhul, the romantic moun-
tainous district of which he explored with sensations of peculiar de-
light. On his return to Agrah, soon afterwards, we find him proceed-
ing, on the twenty-eighth of Suffur,* in his yacht along the Joun, or
Jumna, to meet the princesses Fakher-e-jahaun Begum, and Khadei-
jah Siiltan Begum, who were on their way to his presence from Kabl.
In the mean time, reports were continually conveyed to him of the
force collecting under Meydeny Réi, the Rajah of Tchundeiry, and
of the formidable preparations making, after all, by Rana Sanka, for the
renewal of hostilities ; and hence his determination, without further
delay, to turn his arms once more to the southward. A force ofabout
eight thousand men, under the orders of T'chein Temir Séltan, from
Kalpy, was accordingly employed, in the first instance to attack the
fortress of Tchundeiry ; and on the seventh of the former Jummaudy,+
the reduction of that place was accomplished with circumstances
briefly stated to have been satisfactory to the mind of the conqueror—
that is to say, according to Ferishtah, after the exhbition of one of
those appalling acts of self-devotion, so frequently ascribed to the
superstitious Radjpouts, The town of Tchundeiry, with the territory
dependent upon it, was immediately bestowed upon Ahmed Shah, the
sonof SliitanNausser-ud-dein, formerly sovereign of Malwa; andonthe
eleventh of the month, Baber with his court returned towards Agrah,

On the authority of certain writers of the highest respectability, we
are here informed that previous to the departure of the imperial stand-
ard for Tchundeiry, on this occasion, the Rana, that is Rana Sanka, of
Oudipour probably, was preparing to lay siege to Eiritch, Ebritch, or
Ebreije, it is difficult to say which, an officer in the service of Biber
having taken the precaution to secure the place against him. Just,
however, as the Rina was about to break ground against the defences of

* 22d of November. t 28th of January,
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the town, one of the sages of ancient times appeared to him at night in
a dream, and in a form so terrific, that he awoke in the utmost dismay,
and instantly raised the siege. From the effect of this affright, he never
recovered, and he died not long afterwards.”

The imperial troops had crossed the river of Birhanpour,one of those
probably, which run into the Jumma, south of the Tchumbul, when
intelligence reached Baber that Marrouf, and Beyn, and Bayezzid,
the Afghans, were again in arms on the Ganges; and that the royal offi-
cers had abandoned Kanouje, and withdrawn to Raibery. In con-
sequence of this retreat, the Afghans had been encouraged to ad-
vance, and had taken the fortress of Shumsabad from Abll Mahom-
med Neizabauz. It became, therefore, necessary that the march of
the imperial troops should be immediately directed to that quarter.
But the moment the advanced parties of the troops appeared in sight,
the son of Beyn, who was 1n command at Kanouje, thought fit in his
turn, to abandon that ancient city to its fate ; whilst the father, and his
associates in rebellion, on information that the Moghils were ap-
proaching, suddenly crossed the Ganges to the left, or eastern bank ;
and taking post opposite to Kanouje, prepared to defend the passage
against the imperial armies. On the third of Molurrem, of the year
nine hundred and thirty-five,* Mirza Askery, who had been sum-
moned from Kabil previous to the expedition against Tchundeiry,
joined the army on its march to the north-east; and on the tenth of
the same month, the royal standard was displayed at Gwaliar. Baiber
devoted the forenoon of the day on which he arrived, to survey the se-
veral structures erected by the Rajahs Bikramajit, and Maun Sing,
and the curious antiquities formerly to be seen about that celebrated
fortress. On the twenty-fifth of month, he reached the metropolis of
Agrah.

There appeared now at the seat of government, a more than ordina-
rily numerous assemblage of nobility, both Moghl and Hindustauny;
and Béber, anxious to repress the growing refractory spirit, and to res-
tore tranquillity in the provinces to the eastward, gladly embraced the
opportunity of holding a grand council of state, in order to deliberate
ob the measures best calculated for the attainment of an object so dee

* 16th of September 1628.

A. H. 633 935.
A. D 15271528,

Abal kazzel.



A. H. 935.
A. D. 1529,

Abtl Fazzel. |

702

sirable. And it was, on full discussion, here determined, that Mirza,
Askery, at the head of a powerful division of troops should, in the first
instance, be dispatched in that direction; and that the officers already
serving on the otherside the Ganges, should be instructed to co-oper-
ate with him, with all the force at their disposal. 1In concurrence with
these views, Mirza Askery received his dismission from court on the
seventh of the latter Rebbeia, of this year;*®* Béiber himself proceeding,
at the same time, on a hunting party towards Dhoulpour. But,on the
third of the former Jummaudy,} receiving intelligence that Mahmud,
the son of Eskunder Lody, had taken possession of Bahar, and was
otherwise engaged in designs of hostile and turbulent ambition, he
suddenly relinquished the amusements of the chase, and returned to
Agrah, resolving to proceed immediately, in person, to the territory on
the Ganges.

In the mean time, dispatches from Buddukhshaun arrived to an-
nounce that Homayin, accompanied by Siltan Aweiss, and an army
of nearly fifty thousand men, assembled from different quarters, was
preparing to march against Samarkand; but that a negociation for peace
was still on foot between the contending parties. Withouta moment’s
delay, a letter was transmitted from his tather to the prince, enjoining
him, if matters had not already been carried to an extremity which pre-
cluded accommodation in any shape, to agree for the present to any
sort of terms that might be attainable; until an adyustment of his differ-
ences with the powers of Hindiistaun, of which there was no distant
prospect, should enable him to vindicate, in person, his just right to the
dominions of his ancestors. And for this purpose, Homay Gn was fur-
ther instructed to keep the troops of his government in constant rea-
diness to join the imperial standard, immediately on itsarrival. These
dispatches were accompanied by a mandate requiring the immediate
presence of Hindal Mirza in Hinddstaun, and an ordinance including
the province of Kabul, among the departments more immediately at-
tached to the imperial exchequer.

On the seventeenth of thesame month of Jummaudy,$ Biber crossed
the Joun, or Jumna, on his march to the eastwards and on the same
day, the agents of Nussrut Shah prinee of Benghlah, were introduced

# 18th of December 1528, + 10th of January: 1 26th of January.
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to him, with some very valuable presents, and assurances of homage A.I. 935.

and attachment, on the part oftheir master. On the nineteenth of the
latter Jummaudy,* Mirza Askery joined the imperial standard, now
planted on the banks of the Ganges; and he'received orders to proceed
with his division downwards along the opposite, or left bank, of that
river. 1n the neighborhood of Kurrah, intelligence was happily an-
pounced of the entire subversion of the ephemeral power erected in
Bahar, by the son of Siltan Eskunder Lody. Theimperial army con-
tinued, however, to prosecute its march through the territory of Ghé-
zipour, finally encamping at Bhoujepour and Patnah. Ilaving deter-
mined here to confer the government of Bahar upon Mirza Mahommed
Zemaun, the mind of Baber appears to have been set at rest, with res-
pect to the affairs of that province and of Bengal; and we find him
accordingly, ou the fifth of Ramzaun,t directing his march to crush
the ambitious projects of the two rebellious Afghans, Beyne and Bay-
ezzid. For this purpose he proceeded towards Seirdar, in the territory
of which the rebels appear to have given battle to the imperial army,
and to have been signally defeated; after which, having surveyed, or
made a tour through, Jereid and Sekunderpour, and satisfactorily ad-
justed all his affairsin thisquarter, Baheragainreturned towards Agrah.

When the heir apparcnt, Homay@n, had continued for a twelvemonth
to reside in his government of Buddukhshaun, he became suddenly
scized with aun inclination, which he could no longer resist, to return to
the presence of his father. Leaving that province, accordingly, in
charge of Meir Stltan Aweiss, who was the father-in-law of Mirza Sa-
liman, he proceeded on his journey with so much celerity, that he
reached Kabul in one day. There, at the Eidgah, he met with Mirza
Kamraun, who had also unexpectedly arrived from Kandahaur, on the
same day, and to whom, on expressing some surprise at his appearance,
he alleged the irresistible impulse by which he felt himself driven to
return into Hinddstaun. Previously dispatching Mirza Hindal from
Kabil, notwithstanding his recent instructions, to superintend the
safety of Buddukhshaun, Homaytn then prosecuted his journey to-
wards Agrah, which he also reached with more than ordinary expedi-

tion; entering the presence of his father and mother, at a moment
* 27th of February. 1 12th of May.
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when, little aware of his approach, they were conversing on the subject
of their favorite son. His presence appears to have produced the most
sensible pleasure; and although, with the monarch on the throne, every
day may be considered as a day of festivity, that of his arrival on this
occasion, became one of unprecedented rejoicing, and of a most sump-
tuous general entertainment, in the royal palace of Agrah.

On this subject, we are however informed, on the testimony of Mirza
Heyder the author of the Tarikh.resheidy, that Homay@n did not, as
generally represented on the occasion, quit his province without per-
mission ; but, as appears most probable, that he received his father’s
orders to repairinto Hindustaun, leaving his government in charge of
Fakeir Ally, one of his subordinate Ameirs. But, at all events, as the
death of Mirza Anwar, one of his sons, had occurred just at the same
crisis, the arrival of Homayiin afforded the most seasonable consola-
tion to the afflicted father; and would in al probability have been hail-
ed with welcome, even though he might have presented himself an
uninvited guest at his father’s gate. He continued to reside for some
time at court, the almost inseparable associate of his father’s cares and
enjoyments; and the elder prince was often heard to declai‘e, thatasa
companion, Homayln was without his equal. Indeed it has been ac-
knowledged, that perfect humanity, politeness, or courtesy, is a phrase
that in one word wouid exactly comprehend the character of this illus-
trious prince.

It became, however, no sooner known that he had quitted Buddukh-
shaun for India, than Sultan Sdeid Khaun, one of the princes of Kash-
ghar, although connected by the ties of blood, and although he had
partaken most liberally in the hospitalities of Baber’s court, could yet
be prevailed upon, at the invitation of Stltan Aweiss, and other nobles
of the province, to undertake an expedition into that eountry; com-
mitting his capital of Yaurkenn, or Yaurkund, to the eare of one of his
officers of the name of Khorsheid Khaun. Fortunately, before he
could enter Buddukhshaun, Mirza Hindal had arrived, and throwing
himself immediately into the fortress of Zuffer, there for three months
successfully resisted all the efforts of the Khauu, to reduce him. In
short, the invader finding his views thus early anticipated, was con-
strained to return into Kashghér soon afterwards, without deriving the
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smallest advantage from his exertions. In the mean time, a report had
been circulated at Agrah, that the troops of Kashghir had succeeded in
obtaining possession of Buddukhshaun ;-in consequence of which,
Khaujah Khaleifah was directed to proceed immediately into that pro-
vince, in order to re-establish the authority of his master. But as that
officer through some plea of inexperience, or misconception, demurred
to the undertaking, Baber conceived it of sufficient importance, and
perhaps from a consideration that 1t had been lost through his derelic-
tion, to be proposed to Homayiin, who still resided with his father.
The prince, however, thought proper also to decline it; alleging that
after having already suffered so severely from the sorrows of separation,
he had made a vow never more, with his consent, to quit the royal
presence. He added,nevertheless, that if his interference was still con-
sidered indispensably necessary, he had no alternative but obedience.

Such obstacles having occurred in his previous selection, Baber ul-
timately fixed upon Mirza Siliman the son of Mirza Khaun, who was
accordingly dispatched, without delay, towards Buddukhshaun; let-
ters being, at the same time, transmitted to Siltan Saeid Khaun, ex-
pressive of surprise and regret at a conduct, on his part, so repugnant
to the claims of former friendship. They further announced that, Mirza
Hindal being now recalled, Mirza Siliman had been sent to supersede
him, with a demand that if the Khaun yet retained any regard for the
obligations of good faith, he would immediately deliver the province
into the hands of the said Mirza Sdliman, for whom the Moghdl prince
professed a father’s affection. On the other hand, should the destiny
of the Khaun unfortunately lead him to persist in his scheme of usur-
pation, Baber, on his part, formally declared, that he had resigned all
pretensions of his own, in favor of the claims of hereditary succession ;
and for the residue, the Khaun must of .course judge for himself. The
province of Buddukhshaun, as we have already secn, had, however,
been entirely relieved from the presence of the invader, even before
Mirza Sdliman could reach Kabdl; so that, on his actual arrival in the
courtry, he was immediately put in possession of the government, by
Mirza Hindal, in exact conformity with the imperial instructions; after

which the latter prince, without further delay, took his departure for
HindGstaun.
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We come now tothe concluding events of the reign of Baber. Having
continued, for a period of some duration, to reside with his father, Ho-
mayiin at last obtained permission to proceed to his jagueir; the terri-
tory of Sumbul, on the other side of the Ganges almost due east of
Dehly. Here, after an agreeable and pleasing abode of six months, he
was, however, at the expiration of that period, seized with a debilita-
ting attack of fever and ague; and as the disorder threatened to be of te-
dious duration, his father became considerably alarmed at the intelli-
gence. In these circumstances, he sent to desire that the prince would
return without a moment’s delay to the city of Dchly; from whence he
would be able without either inconvenience or fatigue, to complete his
journey to Agrah by water, on the Jumna. The prince repaired, ac-
cordirgly forthwith, to Agrah, in the hope of deriving that aid in the
removal of his complaint, which was to be expected from the superior
and united skill of the physiciaus of the metropolis; but all appeared
unavailing to produce the desired relief.

Still anxious,to the last degree,for the restoration of his son to health,
Baber, accompanied by some of the most intelligent members of his
court, had seated himself one day on the bank of the Jumna, opposite
to the city—his thoughts and conversation exclusively bent on the pos-
sibility of yet devising some expedient to bring about what had hitherto
so cruelly baffled all their efforts. Meir Abalbukka, distinguished for
his genius and acquirements among the most learned men of the age,
here ventured to suggest, that in his researches among the works of an-
cient writers, he had seen it some where or other recommended, in
cases of malady which had otherwise defeated the exertions of human
skill, by the formal oblation of some¢thing pre-eminently valuable
among the possessions of this world, to endeavour to propitiate the aid
of omnipotence. The affectionate parent immediately remarked, that
in the eyes of Homaydn, be did not believe there existed on earth,
any consideration more valuable than the life of his father. That life
he expressed himself at any tiine perfectly prepared to sacrifice for his
preservation; and it was therefore, on his part, no extraordinary effort
of paternal zeal, if without a moment’s hesitation, he now solemnly of-
fered it up before the throne of God’s glory, in the hope that it would
not be unaccepted of in propitiation for the safetyof Homayin. Khau-
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jah Khaleifah, and the other courtiers, upon this proceeded to ob-
serve that, under the blessing of providence, there could yet be little
doubt of the prince’s final restoration to health, and of his attaining to
the utinost limits of the age of man, without abstracting, in any degree,
from the hfe ot his royal father. They therefore remonstrated in du-
tiful language with their sovereign, on the severe and melancholy turn
which he had been induced to give to the suggestions of Abtlbukka;
whichthey could assure him, indicated nothing turther than the appro-
priation to rel:gious purposes of some article,intreasure or jewels,adec-
quate, in some degree, to the value of what he was so naturally anx-
ious to preserve. And in this view they ventured to demand, what, as
an oblation counld be better calculated than that inestimable jewel, the
diamond which had become his property,on the defeat of Stiltan Ibrau-
him; and which he had, with such parental indulgence, consigned to
Ilomaydn ?

The filial tenderness of the monarch was, however, not to be with-
drawn from its object—he persisted in maintaining that no earthly
possession could be put in competition with the health of Homayun
—that he could no longer remain a patient witness of his sufferings—
and that his resolution was unalterably taken, to make the solemn
tender of his own life, as a willing sacrifice for the preservation of his
son’s. But in order to prove himself as good as his word, he immedi-
ately retired from the circle, and betaking himself to his oratory, or
chamber of prayer, he there, after having performed the course of devo-
tions prescribed, perhaps, on an occasion so solemn, made a formal and
humble offer to resign himself immediately into the hands of death, in
exchange for the restoration of his son. He concluded the singular
ceremony by passing,with slow and solemn step, three times round the
couch of Homayiin; and it is asserted, that in the effect produced upon
himself, he experienced instant proof that his vows were accepted; and
that a change, as sudden as favorable, taking place in the complaint of
Homaydn, he was very shortly afterwards restored to perfect health.

Subsequent to this act of parental self-devotion, the health of Baber
manifestly declined; until at last, perceiving that the symptomsof disso-
lution were rapidly advancing upon him, he thought he could no long-
er defer calling together the principal officers of state, in order to re-
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ceive his final instructions. In their presence taking the hand of Ho-
mayiin, he then publickly declared that prince sole heir to his crown,
and allthatbelonged to it; at thesametime, placing him uponp the throne,
and causing himself to be laid on his couch at the foot of it.  After this,
addressing himself to Khaujah Khaleifah, Kimber Ally Beg, Tereddy
Beg, and Hindd Beg, and in general to the whole concourse of Ameirs
assembled on this occasion, he employed every argument that wisdom
could devise, and experience suggest, to promote their welfare both
here and hereafter. Above all things he admonished them, by a strict
and uniform administration of substantial justice; by a liberal attention
to the demands of the distressed, and the claims of the deserving; by a
paternal regard and unceasing watchfulness over the happiness of the
people; by a generous indulgence towards the errors of the repentant,
a merciful forbearance towards the crimes of guilt, and an attentive
encouragement to the assiduity of all entrusted with the business of
thestate—and, finally, by depressing theinsolence of pride, and disarm-
ing the hand of the oppressor, to ensure the blessing of omnipoteunce
upon all their undertakings. To Homaybn, in particular, as a circum-
stance of vital importance to the prosperity of his government, he stre-
nuously recommended, however deeply he might find himself injured
by their conduct, to beware of prosecuting any design of vengeance
against his brothers; and to this particular in his father’s dying injunc-
tions is, indeed, to be ascribed that singular forbearance, under repeated
aggression, with which, to the last, Homayian countinued to demean
himscIf with respect to those brothers ; as will be distinctly seen here-
after, when we come to treat of the events of his reign.

It appears, in the mean time, that while the dying monarch was lan-
guishing in the last stage of his illness, Meir Khaleitah, haunted by his
appreliensionsof the ill- will of Homayin, employed the whole of hisin.
fluenceandauthority,in ordertosecure the throneof Hindistaun for Me-
hedy Khaujah; who, on his part, from that avidity tor power so deeply
implanted in the buman mind, seemed sufficiently disposed to eater
into his views. But, vielding before it was too late to the wiser coun-
sels of those who were qualified to.look deeperinto futurity, Meir K ha-
leifah was afterwards induced to abandon his visionary designs. The °
Khaujah was, however, interdicted from appearing at court, the peoe
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ple were, by public proclamation, forbidden to frequent his house, and
justice was ultimately allowed to take its course in favor of legitimate
succession. -

That event which had, however, been for some time anticipated, at
last came to pass in the death of Baber; who finally bid adieu to this
world, with all its perfidious follies and unsubstantial glories, on the
sixth of the former Jummaudy, of the nine hundred and thirty-seventh
of the hidjerah,* at one of the villas erected by him on the banks of
the Jumna. The phrase ¢ Homaydn was the heir to his dominions,”
exhibits in Persian characters, precisely the era of his demse: but to
unfold the catalogue of his various excellencies would, according toour
author, require many a volume. To bring, however, his manifold vir-
tues within the compass ofa few words, it is alleged, that he possessed
in the highest pertection the eight primary qualities essentially neces-
sary to the support of imperial power. These were, in the first place,
ascendancy of fortune. 2udly, magnificence in design. 3rdly, talents
to concert,and vigor to execute any plan of conquest. 4thlv,opulence.
Sthly, indefatigable zeal in promoting the general prosperity ot the
countries subject to his power. 6thly, genuine, and unatfected anxi-
ety for the repose and welfare of his people.  7thly, the fuculty of ren-
dering his soldiers contented with their lot. And 8thly, firmness to
restrain them from violence. With respect to his several acquirements,
in whatever was useful, orornamental, it is stated, in the first place, that
he was pre-eminently skilled in the art of penmanship, according to the
different methods then in practice; and his talents for composition, both
in verse and prose, were of the very highest order, but more particular-
ly in Turkish poetry; in which he wrote a Diwaun, or collection of odes,
distinguished for peculiar elegance and harmony of style, and furnish-
ing a variety of thoughts eqnally striking and original—or, perhaps
this was a separate tract, included in the collection, under the title of
Midzaumin-e-tauzah. The Messndi-moubein, or Messnii illustrated,
8 poem of the didactic class eminently esteemed by the learned, has
also been ascribed 10 him ; and the Ressaulah Waleidiah of Khaujah
Ehraur, an admired moral treatise, the father’s legacy perhaps, was ren-
dered by him into very pleasing and elegant verse. Last of all, it is.
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not to be forgotten that in a series of commentaries, and in a style not
less eloquent than elaborate, he wrote the memoirs of his own reign,
from his accession to the period of his demise; which, in the judgment
of his panegyvrist, might well serve as a permanent model for the imita-
tion of every sovereign, of every age and country—an exemplar, which
from its accuracy of reasoning,and the justness of its conceptions, must
ever continue eminently useful to all that may be any way ambhitious
to profit by the lessons of experience, and the admonitions of genuine
wisdom. This instructive performance,so admirably calculated to point
the way to every gradation of human grandevr, was afterwards trans-
lated 1nto Persian by Mirza Jaun, the son of the celcbrated Bevram
Khaun, in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of Akbar; by command of
that illustrious monarch, on his return from an expedition to Kabil and
Kashmeir. Baber was, moreover, a considerable proficient in music;
and there were, in the time of the author, some Persian songs compo-
sed by him in a very pleasing style.

In proof, it may be supposed, of his convivial disposition, we are
further told, that on the side of a hill, a little way from the city of Ka-
bil, he formed a small tank, or cistern, of red granite, which bhe fre-
quently caused to be filled with wine, while the most beautiful maid-
ens were engaged to sing and dance around it. Oun the sides of the cis-
tern were sculptured some lines in Persian, to the fullowirg purport:
““ Sweet is the return of the new year”—¢ Sweet the smiling spring”—
«“ Sweet is the juice of the mellow grape”—¢¢ Sweeter far the voice of
¢ love”—<Strive Q! Biber to secure the enjoyments of life”’—¢¢ which,
‘“alas ! once departed, will never more return *

As an instance of intuitive sagacity in this illustrious prince, Fer-
ishtah also relates, that when Sheikh Zeyne the Suddur,”® to a question
with respect to his age, quaintly replied, that seven years since, he
was forty, five years afterwards he was still forty, and that he was yet
not less than forty years of age, the monarch alone instantly compre-
hended his meaning; which implied nothing more, than that the smaller
must always be contained in the larger number. By the same author,
we are at the same time informed, that to the practice introduced by
this intelligent monarch of measuring the distances trom place to place,

' . * Metropolitan.
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during his frequent marches, and hunting excursions, India was in-
debted for a more accurate kuowledge on that head, and for the means
of acquiring that knowledge. This he obtained by making use of a
Tennaub, or surveying cord, forty guzz, or eighty feet in length, one
hundred such Tennaubs making the royal kosse, or Indian league, of
those days; which continued the statute admeasurement to the com-
mencement of the reign of Jahangueir—and, estimating the guzz* at
twenty four inches, would be about equal to one English mile, a half,
twenty six yards, and two feet, at 1760 yards to the mile.

Baber left four sons, and three daughters, whose names are preserved
in the following enumeration: Mahommed Homayiln who succeeded
to his power—Kamraun M za—Asskeryv Mirza—and Hindal Mirza.
The daughters were Galrung Begum—Giltchehrah Begum—and G-
buddun Begum—all three by the same mother. We shall finally re-
mark that he concluded his carthly career at the age of forty seven years,
ten months, and ten days; and that he reigned altogether, from the de-
mise ot his tather, for a period of thirty six years, six months, and eigh-
teen days; of which, trom the date of his victory at Paunipet, he held
the sceptre of 1lindhstaun tor four years, eight months, and six days.

With our author, we shall now proceed to describe with all reasona-
ble brevity, the events which distinguished the succeeding turbulent
reign of Nusscir-ud-dein Mahomm:d Homayin, theson of Baber, who
1s usually referred to, in the figurative language ot'subsequent writers,
under the pcsthumous designation of Jahaunbauny Jennet-ashauny—
the founder of the world, whose nestis in heaven; as bis father is un-
der that of Gueity-setauny Ferdous-muakauny—the conqueror of the
world, whose abode is in paradise. It has already Leen slightly noti-
ced, that this prince was born, of the princess Mauhem Begum, in the
castle of Kabul, on Tuesday the fourth of Zilkaudah, of the nine hun-
dred and thirteenth of the hidjerab ;+ and he was therefore approaching
to the tweuty fourth vear of his age, when he succeeded to the empire
of Hinddstaun. His wmother is stated to have been, in some degree or
other, related to Abilghauzy Siltan Hasseyne, espoused by Baber,

when at the request of the children of that prince, he entered Khoras-

* In u note at the conclusion of the reign of Homay0n, in my copy of Abal Fazzel, the
guzz is estimated at 37 inche:; which will make the kdsse equal to 2 miles, 591 yards, 4.
inches, English measurement. 1 6th of March 158,

A.H. 937,
A.D. 1330.
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saun, on the occasion described in a former page. [t was on the third
day after his father’s demise, namely, on the niuth of the former Jum-
maudy, of the year nine hundred and thirty seven,® that Homayin
publicly ascended the throne at Agrah; and some days afterwards, he
appeared in great state in the imperial yacht on the river Jumna, when
an entire boat load of treasure was distributed to the multitude which
lined the banks of the river—thus, as it well became him, establishing
the foundation of his power in gold; for, whom providence selects for
the government of states and empires, it first ennobles with a disposi-
tion to be just and liberal. It is not always, indeed, that superiority of
station confers nobility of mind. He alone is truly noble who employ s
Lis power to the good of his fellow creatures. It was for his surpassing
hospitality that the wild beasts of the forest chose the lion for their
monarch. But, from the hour of his birth to that of his elevation to the
throne, the actions of Homay tin uniformly bespoke his glorious desti-
ny; neither ought this in any degree to be considered a matter of sur-
prise, since he was no more than the depositary of that divine light,
which was to shineout with such meridian lustre in therenowned and
beneficent Akbar—the same light that diffused its glories over the vic-
tories of Biber—that irradiated the exploits of the invincible Teymr—
that indicated the supernatural pregnancy of the spotless Alankoua.
In short it was.that portion of the divine essence which transmitted
through Adam to Noah, and subsequcently to the prophets and patri-
archs of every age, hath shed their brightest splendor upon the aunals
of mankind.

To the majesty of Alexander uniting the prudence of Aristotle, Ho-
mayin theretore resolved on assigning to each ot his brothers, for whom
no provision wasmade by the will of their father, an establishment wor-
thy of his birth, and to continue to the dignitaries of his father’s court
without alteration, all that they had hitherto ezjoyed. Pursuant to this
plan of liberal policy, the provinces of Kandahaur and Kabdl were al-
lotted in jagueir to Mirza Kamraun; the government of Sumbul to Mir-
za Asskery; and that of Alwer to Mirza Hindal. Mirza Siliman was

.confirmed in the government of Buddukhshaun; and the liberality of

the young monarch was extended, at the same time, to all without ex-
* 26th of December 1530. )
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ception who had served in any capacity, cither in the court or army, A.H. 937930,
under the late sovereign, even to the most ordinary individuals; all of H“_l—':::'m”'
whom he thus endeavored to attach to his authority, by the most pow-
erful ot motives, that of self-regard. He even contrived, for some time,
to retain the allegiance of his brother-in-law, Mahommed Zemaun Mir-
za, the son of Baddeia-uz-zemaun Mirza, son of Abulghauzy Sdltan
Hisseyne of Khorassaun; who had married one of the daughters of Ba-
ber, and who had recently manifested a disposition to be refractory.
But to proceed with the narrative; about six months subscquent to
the period of his accession, Homayun led his troops to the attack of .
Kalinjer, then an important fortress, about one hundred miles to the
south-westward of the confluence of the Jumna and Ganges. When,
however, after asiege of one month, the garrison had been reduced to
considerable distress, he suffered himself to be prevailed upon, by a
peishkesh of twelve maunns of gold,* and other valuable considera-
tions, to withdraw from the siege. From thence he directed his march
towards Chunaur, another celebrated fortress, on the Ganges. This
place wasamong the possessions formerly belonging to Stltan Ibrauhim
Lody, and was held, under his authority, by an officer of the name of
Jummaul Khaun, until, on the defeat and death of that monarch, Jum-
maul Khaan was cut off by the perfidy of an unnaturalson. It was at
such a crisis that,by engaging the affections, and espousal, of Lauzh-
melek the widow of the murdered chief, a woman of singular attrac-
tions and masculine understanding, the celcbrated Sheir Khaun be-
came master of the fort. On receiving intelligence, however, of the ap-
proach of Homay Uin, consigning the care of the place, with a garrison in
whom he could confide, to his son Jullaul Khaun, Sheir Khaun retired
from Chunaur; at the same time, dispatching a deputation selected
from among the most intelligent of his followers, to treat with the
Tcheghathian monarch; upon whom, already sufficiently disposed to
temporize through their address, he finally prevailed to consent to an
accommodation. In consequence of this arrangement, Abdurresheid,
another of the sons of Sheir Khaun, the more effectually to avert the
fury of the imperial armies, received his father’s instructions to attend
the presence of Homayin; as a sort of honorary pledge for the perform-
¢ 28lb to the Maunn, this would be about 300 weight.
VOL. 111, 4 v
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ance of his engagements, until such time as the plans of usurpation and
aggrandizement, which he had been long hatching, should be ripe for
execution. Abdurresheid continued his services at court, accordingly,
t» the period at which Homay(in became engaged in his expedition into
Malwah, in order to check the arrogance of Saltan Bahauder of Gdjerat;
when, availing himself of aconvenientopportunity, the Afghan thought
fit to abscond.

These events have brought us to the nine hundred and thirty ninth
of the hidjerah,* when the presence of Homayiin was again required to
the east-ward, in order to quell an insurrection afresh excited among
the Afghans, by the noted chieftains, Beyne and Bayezzid, But the
latter chief perishing in a conflict against the superior prowess of the
Moghiil troops, the more ignoble class of the insurgents was effectually
swept from the land, and the province of Jounpour, with the whole of
the territory in that quarter, was now conferred upon Siltan Jenneid
Berlaus; after which, Homaytn returned to Agrah. Inthe mean time,
the fame of his victories had been loudly proclaimed to the extremitics
of the Indian Peninsula; which produced, some time during the year
nine hundred and forty, aformal embassy, with proposals of amity, from
Sultan Bahauder, the independent sovereign of Gijeraut, which met
with a very gracious reception; and letters were transmitted by Ho-
mayftin, in return, of a nature to dispel the apprehensions which had al-
ready been excited in the mind of that restless monarch. Inthe course
of the same year, [940], contiguous to one extremity of the city of Deh-
ly, on the Jumna, Homaydn laid the foundation of a new town, on
which he bestowed the appellation of Deinpunnah—the bulwark of the
faith. It is added that the Persian characters of the sentence, ¢ She-
her-e-Padshah.e-Deinpunnah”—the city of the great king, the asylum
of the faith,” numerically applied in the usual way, precisely exhibits
the sum total 940, the era of its foundation.

Not long afterwards, Mahommed Zemaun Mirza, with Mahommed
Stltan Mirza, another grandson of Abllghauzy Siltan Hisseyne, by
a daughter, and his son Oligh Mirza, opeuly revolting against the au-
thority of Homayin, that monarch proceeded without delay, to check
the progress of this audacious and ungrateful rebellion. Encamping,

* Commencing 2d of August 1632,
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however, on the Ganges, in the neighborhood of Boujepour, he con- A.H. 939-940,
tented himself with dispatching Yadgaur Nausser Mirza at the head A:D_ 1332 1533,

. L. . . Abul Fazzel,
of a strong division of the army, across the civer, with orders to attack
the rebels. 1n a battle which ensued, the latter were totally defeated,
and the three principals, Mahommed Zemaun Mirza, Mahommed Sal-
tan Mirza,and Wally Khoub Mirza, fell alive into the hands of the con-
queror. Of these, the former was conveyed to the fortress of Beiaun-
ah; from whence, by making feigned professions of allegiance, he some
time afterwards gained an opportunity of effucting his escape to Saltan
Bahauder, of Gljeraut. The two latter were condemned to be depri-
ved of sight, and degraded from all their emplovments.

The beautitul and productive region of Hindastaun, from the Gan-
ges to the Indus, and from the mountzins of Srinuggur to the Chum-
bul, which, from the pressure of adverse circumstances, the father had
rever been able to subdue, is, at this period, pronounced to have been
generally compelled to submit to the more fortunate ascendancy of the
son.

It appears, however, that the demise of his father became no sooner
known to Mirza Kamraun, than, dispensing, as usual, with the claims
of natural affection, that prince resigned the government of Kandahaur
to his brother Mirza Asskery, and suddenly directed his course to-
wards llindustaun; conceivingthat heshould there find an opportunity
ofdeveloping hisselfish and unwarrantable designs to greater advantage.
But, the lessons of experience have already sufficiently taught us, if
that wereof any avail, how absurd and ineffectual the attempts of mis-
guided ambition, against that man whose power is established through
the 1nfluence of an august destiny, overlooked by the ever-watchful
care of an Alinighty providence; and how naturally the proceedings of
him, whose objects are evil, should terminate in disappointment and
disgrace. At the period under consideration, the government of La-
hour was administered by Meir Youness Ally, who had received his
appointment under the authority of the emperor. In order to circum-
veut this personage in his trust, Mirza Kamraun, who had resolved to
omit no stratagem, that could in any shape contribute to favor the at-
tainment of his ambitious views, had recourse to the following very
simple expedient. One evening, shortly after he had finally determin-
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ed on the execution of his design, and in conformity with the plan con-
certed between them, he affected extreme displeasure with Karaut-
chah Beg, a very distinguished officer attached to his interests, whom,
in the presence of his associates, he proceeded to abuse 1n the grossest
and most insulting language. Pretending, on his part also, to be in«
jured beyond forgiveness, Karautchah, the very next night, with the
whole of his followers, privately withdrew from the camp of the Mir-
za, and made the best of his way to Lahour. At that place, on his ar-
rival, he experienced the most welcome reception from Meir Youness,
by whom he was immediately entertained with the most confidential
and unsuspecting hospitality; and the insidious guest was not long in
want of an opportunity to carry his plan into execution.  For, one fa-
tal evening, at a private entertainment, while the forbidden goblet was
freely circulating,and the best troops of the government had been un-
warily dismissed to their jagueirs, he suddeunly arr:sted the person of
his host, and placed his own followers in possession of the gates of the
town, instantly dispatching a messenger to announce the success of the
undertaking to Mirza Kamraun.

That prince, who only delayed his march in expectation of theresult,
now conveyed himself with the utmost expedition to Lahour; of which
important city, he thus obtained possession, without further difficulty.
His first step was to enlarge Meir Youness from all restraint; offering,
with many apologies for the proceeding which he had been compelled
to adopt, to re-instate him in full possession of his government, pro-
vided he found himself at all disposed to remain in the province. This
he however, declined, chusing rather to avail himself of the permission
which was at the same time granted, to rep ur to the presence of Ho-
maydn. On the other hand, Mirza Kamraun hastened without a mo-
ment’s hesitation, to establish his own agents in every district through
the Punjaub; quietly extending his authority to the very banks of the
Setl¢ je, at this period more generally known by the appellation of the
river of Ladianab, from the name of a town by the side of it.  Faith-
Tul to his sy stem of deception, he then dispatched sowne intelligent per-
sons to assure Homayn of the sincerity of his attachment, and the pu-
rity of his intentions, soliciting, at the same time, to be confirmed in
possession of the territory which he had thus usurped; and Homaygu,
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actuated no less by the natural generosity of his disposition, than by
bis determination to abide by the injunctions of a dying tather, was in-
duceil to comply, continuing to his perfidious brother in the patent
now transmitted to him, and in addition to the government of Lahour,
those, which he tormerly held, of Kandahaur and Kahal,

In return for concessions so liberal, so far beyond any thing he was
authorised to expect, and by which, in the great essentials of power,
—men, horses and arms—he was placedon an entireequality with his el-
der brother. Mirza Kamraun did not omit to convey to Homayin some
very valuable pledges of future allegiance ; and he continued long af-
terwards to maintain with him the most friendly intercourse by letter;
in"which the praises of this indulgent brother never failed to be the fa-
vorite and prevailing theme. On this subject he transmitted, on one
occasion, the following effusions addressed to Homayau. ¢ Be the
“graces of thy person every hour more attractive.—Be thy destiny
“ ever prosperous, ever august.—Be every affliction that crosses thy
¢ path—the source of sorrow to the eyes of thy brother.—Does the
“ moss, and the thistle, overgrow the path of Leyly—where can it be
“planted with greater propriety than in the eyes of Medjnoun.—
“ May he who n-glects to signalize himselfin thy cause— be speedily
“excluded from the circle of existence—while Kamraun retains any
¢ portion on earth—may the empire of the world have no other master
“than Homayan.” Aud in strict truth, although he neither foresaw,
nor perhaps desizoed it. the wishes thus ardently expressed were ful-
filied alre .t to tie- letior towards himself; since overtaken, even in this
hife, by a just retri' wno. for such vaparalleled duplicity, after forfeit-
ing the esteem of all good men, he was in the issue excluded from ex-
istence, as will he more tully explained in its proper place.

In the mean ume, rgarding the exterior'only of these specious pro-
fessions. Homa) @in, 1n the unsuspecting benevolence of his own mind,
proceeded to load his brother with favors of every description, to an
unlimited degr e; and in token of his extraordinary gratification on the
r« ceipt of the precious effusion of pretended fraternal affection explain-
ed ab.ve, he further conferred upon him the faverite government of
H.ssaur Feyrouzah. Kamraun, on his part, remained to all appear-
ance, steady in his attachment to the authority of ITomaytn for some,

A. H.939 941.
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time; continuing to experience from that prince, without interruption,

thesame courseofliberality, kindness,and forbearance, much longerthan
"he seems to have deserved it. But it is not to be forgotten that the

circumstances which have above engaged the attention of the reader,

took place previous to the 939th of the hidjerah; und. r whichdate it is”
here related that, displeased with his brother Mirza Asskery, in conse-

quence of a defeat which he had sustained from some of the Hazaurah

tribes, on his march from Kandahaur towards Kabal, Mirza Kamraun

thought fit to transfer the government of the former province, from that

prince, to Khaujah, or Khoujah, Kullan Beg.

To proceed, however, with the narrative thus necessarily suspend-
ed, Homayun, in the early part of the year nine hundred and forty-
one,*conceiving that the security of his hereditary possessions hadbeen
now well established, determined to emplov the resources of his power
once more to the east-ward, in order to extend his authority over the
opulent territory of Bengal. But the imperial standard had no sooner
reached the town of Ketaur, or Kenaur, 1n the neighboihood of Kalpy
on the lower Jumna, on this occasion, than intelligence was announced
that Stltan Bahauder of Gujerat, had invested the important fortress of
Tcheitour, between that country and Adjmeir; had dispatched a large
forceeven furtherinadvance underTataurKhaun;and moreover,thatner-
ther this latter personage, nor his employer, scemed disposed to set any
limits to the views of a pestilent and ungovernable ambition. In con-
sequence of this information, yielding to the suggestions of a more
auspicious destiny, or, more humanly speaking, to the obvious dictates
of common prudence, Homayin at once resolved, before he engage
in any other undertaking, 1o pfevent the hostilities with which hie was
threatened from that quarigr; and for this purpose, some time in the
former month of Jummaudy;} he returned accordingly towards Agrah,

But, with all our anxiety to hasten to a conclusion. the genius of di-
gression here fastens upon us again, in order to explain, that although
Stltan Bahauder, from having too early suffered the canker of ambition
to take root in his breast, was of a nature sufficiently disposed to be as-
piring, yet from some experience in the superior prowess of the Mo-
chils, and particularly in thedecisive battle which terminated in the de-

* Commencing 12th of July, 1534, t+ November, 1534,
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feat and death of Stltan Ibrauhim Lody, to which he had been a sor- A.H. 841

rowful ¢ye witncss, before he had ascended the throne of GGjerat, and
while yet an undistinguished adventurer, he could not, without the
greatest repugnance, finally determine to hazard a contest with the
house of Teymir. It bad, however, been the subject of frequent dis-
cussion with those in whom he most confided ; and this was the state of
bis wind, when Tatar Khaun made his appearance, omitting neither
argument nor importunity to persuade him, that there could belittle
risk in violating his engagements with Homayln. After having, for
some time longer, affected to disregard the dangerous counsels of this
chief, Stiltan Bahauder, at last, threw off the mask; declaring that,
since it was but too well established that the troops of Gdjerat could
not be prudently exposed to an open conflict with the Tchegha-
thians, it must be his business, by sume plan of address, or sup=rior po-
licy, to balance this formidable inequality. And thus resolved, he
cast open, without further delay, the gates of his treasury; and, by a
liberal distribution of its contents, soon levied, in addition to the ten

thousand already in his pay, a multitudinous force of every description,

to a very great amount.

It was at this important conjuncture, that Mahommed Z-maun Mif-.

za, accompanied by the guards who had facilitated his escape from
Beiaunah, presented himself at the court ot Gijerat; where, in conse-
quence of the rash schemes of ambition now forming in the mind of the
Siltan, he also experienced the most favorable and distinguished recep-
tion. Such circumstauces could not, however, be long concealed from
Homayin ; and a message was accordingly dispatched by that mon-
arch, to request, that in conformity with subsisting treaties, Sdltan Ba-
hauder would immediately seize, and convey to court, or at all events
dismiss from his protection, the lugitive’ho had so flagrantly be-
trayed their allegiance, and withdrawn themselves into the couatries
subject to his authority—in doing which he would furnish tothe world
a manifest and substantial pro'of of the amicable relations, by which the
two states were still united. To this, from a blind misconception of
the means best suited to promote his welfare, and the security of his
power, and not less in the intoxication of his imagined grandeur, the

Stltan wrote io reply, that if an individual of exalted birth had obtain,

A.D. 1534,
AbdlI Fazzel,



A. H. o,
A D 1534,

Abdl Fazzel,

720

ed at his court, that asylum to which in the hiour of distress he was en-
titled, it could not in fair reasoning, surely, be considered an infraction
of treaty, or in any shape esseutially prejudicial to subsisting engage-
ments.  In support of this he should appeal to what happened in the
time of Stltan Sekunder Lody; when, notwithstanding the perfect har-
mony which subsisted between that monarch and Stltan Muzuffer,
not only his brother Alla-ud-dein, but many other princes of the blood
royal who had fled from Agrah and Dehly, never failed to experience
in Gijerat, without producing the slightest interruption in the exist-
ing relations, all that could be required from the most liberal and gener-
ous hospitality.

Homaytin now rejoined at considerable length in nearly the follow-
ing terms.  He announced to theSiltan, in language not to be misun-
derstood, that the surest proof which he could give that he was sin-
cere in his desire to preserve unbroken the relations of peace and good
neighborbood, was te abstain most scrupulously from every circum-
stauce, that might have a tendency in the remotest degree to disturb
them ; for thus,alone,would he be able to avert the injury, towhich the
friendly intercourse that had for some time so beneficially subsisted be-
tween them, seemed otherwise likely to be exposed. ¢ Thou,” said he
in a short stanza-embodied in his letter”—thou that boastest so loud-
“ly that thy friendship is from the heart—happy will be thy lot if thy
«¢ professiouns and thy designs are in harmony—deeply plant the tree of
““amity in thy breast,forits produce will be the fruition of all that thy
“‘soul can desire—quickly uproot the thorn of animosity, for innumer-
“ablearethe wees with which itis pregnant. He adinonished him again
and again, and a-thousand times, not to disregard his counsels; either
to expel the odious fugitive from his dominions, or send him without
further delay to Agrah: f@what other pledge could e now accepted
that his designs were friendly? He could not, at the same time, forbear
to express, that he felt no ordinary degree of surpris: that any attempt
should be made tobringthe occurrences of agovernment such asthat of
Saltan Sekunder into a comparison with any event of his reign; for
with what justice, indeed, could any resemblance bealleged toexist be-
tween things so extremely differentin their nature and importance! the
modes of thinking which then prevailed, beiug as totally distinct from
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the system now acknowledged, as any two circumstances the most op- A. H. 941,
posite in their principles. From his knowledge in the history of former ,{T,{%T'I%:;
times, Stltan Bahauder could not fail to remember that the august and )
invincible Teymir, notwithstanding repeafed aggressions, was long
withheld from entering into a warwith the Turkish Saltan Bajazet,from
the consideration alone of the hostilities which that monarch perpetu-
ally carried on against the infidel nations of Europe; and that his en-
durance was not exhausted, until Kira Y éssuf, and Stiltan Ahmed of
Baghdad, bad found an asylum at the court of Iconium, and repeated
demands for their expulsion had been disdainfully rejected. The issue
was too memorable to be forgotten—that triumphant conclusion came
to pass, with which his fortune seemed invariably delighted to crown
the designs of that invincible conqueror.

All this proved, however, unavailing; since nothing could be obtain-
ed trom Stltan Bahauder in reply, but what was conceived in terms
equally rash, inconsiderate, and unseasonable; and the refractory Ta-
tar Khaun iiterposing, at the same time, with those pernicious coun-
sels, by which the unwary have been so frequently seduced to their de-
struction, and affirming, in support of his arguments, that the Tchega-
thian troops, devoted to their pleasures and enervated by repose, were
no longer the hardy soldiers whose prowess the Sdltan had so highly
estimated, finally urged that he might, without further delay, be per-
initted to proceed towards the frontiers of the Moghiil dominions in
Hinddstaun. Thus harrassed with importunities, Séltan Bahauder
yielded at last, altogether, to the suggestions of turbulent and factious.
men, and hustened to expedite the equipment of the force destined to
act under Tatar Khaun. For this purpose, the sum of twenty Krour,
or two thousand laks, of the ancient goldgoin of Gijerat, equal, ac-
cording to our author, to twice the sum ifiithe then currency of Deh-
ly, was iminediately remitted to Rentemnpour, to be employed at the
discretion of the same Tatar-Kbaun, in the levy of a fresh army. Sil-
tan Alla-ud-dein, the tather of that chief, at the head of a considerable
force, was dispatched, at the same time, towards Kalinjer, in order to
invigorate the disturbances already existing in that quarter; while Bir-
haun-ul-mélk Beiauny, with another division composed of natives of
Go)erat, proceeded through the territories of Nagour and Bikkaneir,.
YOL. III. 4 z
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A.H.941. to menace or excite alarm in the provinces of the Punjaub. The ob-
A"‘b‘%_ﬁ::’:& ject of these several expeditions on points so remote from each other,
" was, as he vainly imagined, to harrass, and distract the attention of the
Moghiils; whereas the advice of, in the opinion of our author, the. more
judicious and experienced men was, instead of separating, as much as
possible to concentrate, or unite his force together, within the compass
of mutual support. Neither did the more honest advisers of the Sil-
tan omit to set before him in the clearest light, however without suc-
cess, the unfavorable conclusions that would be drawn from his infrac-
tion of treaty; nor to assure him that the sole design of the Lodies, both
father and son, was directed to recover the sovereignty of HindGstaun,
Aud lastly, that though the failure of their object could be produc-
tive of little injury to the Siltan, while he continued faithful to his en-
gagements, the consequences of any violation on his part were, on the
other hand, neither uncertain nor very remote. Inthe mean tine, Ta-
tar Khaun hastened to carry into execution his ill-advised expedition
towards Dehly; while Stltan Bahauder proceeded in person, to form
the siege of Tcheitour—inorder at once to attempt the reduction of that
important fortress, and be at hand, if necessary, to support the operati:
ons of his allies of the race of Lddy.

It may be desirable here to explain, that Stltan Alla-ud-dein was
the brother of Sultan Sekunder Lody, and uncle to Siltan Ibrauhim,
the last of the monarchs of Dehly of this race. Originally, he bore the
name of Aullum Khaun; but on the death of Séltan Sckunder, oppo-
sing the authority of Siltan Ibrauhim, and usurping the royal dignity
in the territory of Serhind, he assumed the title of Alla-ud-dein. Short-
ly afterwards, supported by a body of Afghans, long since notorious
for their perfidy and doublg dealing, he advanced towards Agrah. Sal-
tan Ibrauhim, however, issdéing immediately from that place to give him
battle, the rival monarchs came within a convenient distance of each
other, near the station called Houdel; and Alli-ud-deindiscovering, on
a sudden, that the force at his disposal was nnequal to a regular con-
flict with his nephew, in fair day-light, conceived it might b~ accompa-
nied with less hazard to make an attempt to surprise his camp, under
cover of the night. In this attempt he was defeated; and withdrawing
afterwards to Kabil, he from thence, with that turpitude of disposi-
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tion which was, it seems, implanted in his nature, did not hesitate to
accompany the adventurous Baber in that expedition, the object o
which was tosubvert the power of his own family; and in these circum-
stances was he engaged on the side of the Moghil army, in the battle
which terminated the life and reign of Saltan Ibrauhim. Some time
afterwards, his son Tatar Khaun, from motives which are not explain-
ed, took an opportunity of retiring into Giijerat, where he was hospita-
bly received by Bahauder; and Baber, on securing his conquest of Deh-
ly, being well apprized of the unsteadiness of the mau’s character,
deemed it expedient to convey the father into Bu.ldukhshaun, where
he was confined in the fortress of Zuffer. But, effecting his escape from
thence, after all, through the assistance of some Afghan traders, Alla-
ud-dein took refuge in the territory possessed by that nation to the
north-west of the Indus; and finally proceeding through the country
of the Beloutchies, found his way at last, also, into Gujerat..

But, at the period when it was irrevocablv determined in that coun-
try to enter on hostilities against the Moghdl government, and Tatar
Khaun had, in a very short time, by a liberal distribution of the treas-
ure at his disposal, augmented the troops under his orders to a force of
nearly forty thousand men, comnposed of Atghans, and other different
tribes, that chiettain was, not long afterwards, enabled to invest, and
without any great difficulty, to make himself master of Beiaunah. His
triminphs were, however, destined to terminate here; for, when intelli-
gence of his progress was communicated to Homayun, then on his
march towards the provinces on the lower Ganges, thatmonarch return-
ed, as formerly intimated, with the utmost expedition to Agrah. From
that metropolis, the Mirzas Asskery, Hindal, and Yadgaur Nausser,
together with Kaussem Hisseyne Saltan, and some other distinguished
commanders, were now dispatched, at the head of eighteen thousand
horse, for the immediate purpose of repelling this invasion, against
which, since the object of it was known to be nothing short of the re-
duction of Dehly, they were instructed to point their utmost effort;
Homaydn expressly pronounciug that the discomfiture of the division
under Tatar Khaun, would be naturally followed by the annihilation of
every other division of the enemy’s force.

In fact, when the Moghtl troops drew near to his division, Tatar
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Khaun became unaccountably alarmed; and the sudden and extensive
desertion hy which, in a very few days, they were reduced to an appal-
ing remnant of three thousand men, was not by any means calculated
todiminish thatalarm. Reflecting, moreover, on thecareand diligence
w hich he had devoted to the selection of, and on the enormous expence
at which he had equipped his army, the unfortunate chief found him-
self, for some time, incapable of deciding whether he should immedi-
ately attempt to retreat, or abide the issue of a battle, under such fearful
disadvantages. At last, however, resigning himself to despair, he ven-
tured to hazard a conflict with the Mirzas of the Fouse of Tevmir, at
the place called Mendrieil; where, after performing all that was to be
expected from the courage nf a brave man driven to desperation, he fin-
ally perished, together with the greater part of those who remained at-
tached to his destinv. And, precisely as had been reckoned upon by
Homayn, theother divisions of the enemy no sooner became advertis-
ed of the fate of that on which they had reposed their fairest hopes of
success, than they dispersed in every direction, dismayed at the very
rumour of the triuraphant progress of the Moghls.

Although Homaytn were even disposed, on his part, to forego the
subjugation of Giijerat,and the ruler of that noble country might,on all
occasions, have evinced a desire to continue the relations of friends!up
unimpaired,which,as we have already seen,was very far from being the
case; yet, when it comports with the scheme of a wise and over-ruling
providence, to transfer the destinies of a particular nation from one
power,to another which is formedon principles of stricter justice—the
means being ever ready, nothing in the scope of human agency can
avail to counteract the designs of omnipotence. Of this, a fresh exam-
ple is now exhibited in the case of Siltan Bahauder; when, seduced
by the voice of flattery, and-the intoxication of imaginary grandeur, he
suffered himself, without a provocation, and in direct violation of his
engagements, to be involved in a war with the Moghul monarch. And
itwasdoubtless from the operaiion of the same over-ruling causes that,
baffled in his endeavors to accommodate, Homaylu finally determined
on leading his troops towards Gujerat; and forthat purpose, in the begin-
ning of the former Jummaudy, of the nine huadred and forty-first of

the hidjerah,® he accordingly took his departure from Agrah. The di-
* November, 1534.
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rection of his march on this occasion, appears to have carried him
through the territory of Racisein; the garrison of which sentout a de-
putation to assure him, with the utmost submission, that as soon as his
dispute with Stltan Bahauder should have been decided, that fortress
with all it contained, should be entirely at his disposal. And in truth,
the reduction of Gdjerat being the object which, at this moment, most
materially engaged his attention, he prosecuted his march towards Mal-
wah, without suffering it to be interrupted by objects of minorimport-
ance; and not long afterwards, the head-quarters of the imperial army
were established at Sarungpour.

In the mean time, the progress of Homayun, even to the minutest
particulars, was regularly reported to Saltan Bahauder, at this crisis en-
gaged in the sicge of Tcheitour, and his delirium of fancied greatness
and security became gradually dispelled. Ata council of war to which,
in these circumstances, he had early summoned his principal officers,
it was proposed by several, since it would be at all times in his power
to resume his operations against Tcheitour, to raise the siege; and proa
ceed without delay, to oppose the further advance of the Moghils.
But Suddur Khaun, who held the inost distinguished ptace among the
men of letters of the court of Siltan Bahauder, and who had long since
been promoted to the highestcommand in his army, urging, on the other
hand, with greater alleged acuteness of discernment, the expediency of
prosecuting to its close a design, which had already been brought so
near t6 asuccessful termination, particularly,when there existed strong
reasons for a belief, that while engaged in a common cause against infi-
dels,a Mussulman prince would never think of attacking them;butatall
events,should heotherwise determine,that there would then be nothing
wanting to justify them in drawing their swords against him—this opin-
ion prevailed with the Sdltan. The operations of the siege were, ac-
cordingly, pressed with so much vigor, that on the third day of Ram-
zaun, of the year 941,* Tcheitour submitted to the power of Siltan
Bahauder; immediately after which, that monarch led his troops to-
wards the quarter in which he expected to find the Moghul army, now
encamped in the neighborhood of Oujein,

As s00n as he became apprized of this extraordinary forwardness on
® 7th of March, 1635.
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the part of the Siltan, Homaydn broke up from his encampment, and
advanced also with considerable celerity, towards Mundsour, a depen-
dency on the province of Malwah; in the neighborhood of which form-
er place, by the side ofa deep and spacious tank, or fresh-water lake,
he again encamped his troops, while those of his adversary took up
their ground on the side opposite to him. A skirmish having however
taken place, as was likely to happen on such an occasion, between the
advanced guard of the Moghtls, and that of Siltan Bahauder, in which
the latter sustained some serious loss, he became suddenly dishearten-
ed; and yethisgenerals, Tauje Khaunand Suddur Khaun, conceived this
afit opportunity to urge that histroops, being yet flushed with their suc-
cess against Tcheitour, and not materially affected by any recent expe-
rience of the valour and discipline of the enemy, might be led to give
battle without delay, while their minds were yet sufficiently firm to
abide a conflict with some reasonable prospect of victory. On the other
hand, his general of artillery, Roumy Khaun,® an officer at this period
ofconsiderable reputationin India, reminding him of his formid.ible and
superior equipment of ordnance, strenuously iusisted on the folly of re-
linquishing so ‘manifest an advantage, for the precarious hazards of a
combat hand to hand. What he proposed, on the contrary, was to form
an enclosure round their camp, with the waggons and other carriages;
and, having further strengthened their position with a sufficient ditch,
from thence to employ those powerful means of distant annoyance,
with which they were provided, in order to diminish the numerical
strength of the enemy; after which, an opportunity would not be want-
* This officer, originally a Turkish or Tartar slave, of the name of Soghrauk, and suc-
cessively dignified by the princes of Gdjendt, with the titles of Khodawund Khaun, and
Roumy Khaun, was, as is well known, the founder of the castle of Surat; o ver the old en-
trance of which was formerly this ipscription, indicative of the year in which it was erected;
Sedd bidd ber seinah wo jaun-e Ferengi ein binnu—that is to say, * against the bosom and
lives, the ambition and rapacity, of the Portuguese be this fabric an effectual bulwark,” ex-
hibiting in the Persian characters numerically applied the total 987—that being the year
of the hidjerah assigned to the erection of this fortress, corresponding with the year of Christ
1530, commencing the 1st of August. But rejecting the swau in this inscription, betweca
Seina and jaun, we should carry the date of the erection six years further back. Roumy
Khaun subsequently enrolled himself in the service of Homayn—was particularly instru-

mental to the reduction of Chunaur—and lies buried in the Merjan Shaumy mosque, at
Surat,
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ing to make use of their swords, with that confidence which must arise A.H. 941.

from observing the havoc conveyed through the ranks of the enemy,
by the superior management of their artillery. This opinion receiving
the support of other respectable commanders;a corresponding plan was
adopted on the spot, and immediately carried into execution; and ac-
tive hostilities shortly afterwards commenced, generally bowever, to
the disadvantage of the troops of Gijerat.

But the catastrophe is described to have been accelerated by the fol-
lowing incident, although not without frequent example in the history
of warlike events. One day, in the absence of other employment, while

some ardent spirits impatient of delay, and of the salutary restraints of

discipline, were discoursing over the convivial goblet, and each in his
turn reciting the story of his exploits; one of them, whose judgment
had more easily yielded to the effects of the compotation than his asso-
ciates, suddenly interrupted the conversation by demanding, how long
they proposed to amuse themselves with this bootless and unprofita-
ble discussion of the past! What fairer opportunity to bring their in-
dividual prowess to the test, than that in which the enemy were under
their very beards; and when it was in their power to achieve a noble en-
terprize, before the main body of the army could be aware of any such
design ? Instantly, the whole party to the nuniber of two hundred per-
sons, glowing not less with the ardour of intoxication perhaps, than
with the amibition of renown, proceeded to arm themselves, and mount-
ing their horses, hastened immediately towards the encampment of the
enemy. On their approach, one of the Sultan’s generals employed
with a body of nearly four thousand men, on the outskirts, to guard the
avenues to the position, drew out his division in formidable array, to
oppose them; and a conflictof more than ordinary fiercenessimmediate-
lyensued. Butthetroops of Gljerat,equally astonishedanddismayedat
the singular intrepidity of their assailants, were, after a short resistance,
shamefully d: feated, and driven in disorder, to take shelter within their
intrenchments; while the conquerors returned in triumph totheir camp,
to tell over the exploits of the day. Inshort, the reports of this bold

venture produced so unfavorable an impression upon the troops of
Stltan Bahauder, that scarcely any of them dared to risk themselves
afterwards without their barricade of carriages; while, on the other
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hand, the country in every direction around, was so completely over-
run by the Moghtils, as to prevent all possibility of supply, and the ut-
most scarcity became soon apparent, in consequence, throughout the
encampment. And it was in this extremity that, on the first day of
Shavaul,® at the breaking up of the fast of Ramzaun, Mahommed Zem-
maun Mirza, at the head of five hundred of his followers, ventured out
of the position, and approached a body of Homaytn’s troops, who, on
their part, with their usual confidence, immediately advanced to receive
him. But, having made two or three discharges of their bows, Ma-
hommed Zemmaun and his followers, designedly retired, until they
drew their pursuers within reach of the artillery of the camp; which
then opening at once upon the Moghils, produced considerable exe-
cuticn among them, before they could withdraw from the danger.

Seventeen days subsequent to this not very important check, a fa-
vorable position of the heavenly bodies having been carefully calcula-
ted by the astrologers, for the very day, it had been determined by Ho-
mayln torisk ageneral assault upon the camp of the enemy; but the
situation of the Gijeratties having, in the mean time, become bourly
more critical, and every thing manifestly tending to some fatal catas-
trophe, Siltan Bahauder, on the night of the twenty-first of Shavaul,t
took the final resolution of abandoning his army to its fate. For that
purpose, having given directions that his guns should be filled with
powder, and blown to pieces, he, in the course of the same evening, ac-
companied by Meiran Mahommedan Shah, and five or six others of
those 1n his more immediate confidence, secretly withdrew through an
opening in the rear of his tents; it being his design to take the road tow-
ards Agrah,although, by some mistake, it turned out that he was on the
way to Mandou. About the same hour, Suddur Khaun and Eminaud-
ul mélk, with twenty thousand horse, proceeded also together to the
right, directly for Mandou; while Mahommed Zemmaun Mirza, with
another body of fugitives, drew off towards Lahour, with the design of
raising commotions in that province. The tumultuous clamours, and
horrible uproar which filled the camp of the Sultan, in consequence of
the explosions of the artillery, and the base desertion of the monarcly

* 4th of April 1535. '
%+ 24th of April 1635-=it was probably the night previous to the iutended attack,
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and his generals, surpassed all description, and excited no small aston- A. H.941.

ishment in that of the Moghils yet unacquainted with the cause; Ho- A D 1535.
. . . L. Abdl Fazzel.

mavin himself, indeed, with thirty thousand horse, remaining in arms,

and in order of battle, the whole of the night, to await the eventful dis-

closure. About an hour after daybreak, it was, however, made known

that Stltan Babauder had fled; and the Moghil troops proceeded im-

mediately, without resistance, to pillage his camp, where an immense

booty was the compensation of their exertions. Khodawund Khaun,

who bad been successively the preceptor,and prime minister, of Stltan

Mazuffer late king of Gujerat, became the prisoner of HomayGn, who

retained him immediately about his person, and otherwise treated him

with extraordinary kindness. Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, with the A-

meirs Kaussem Saltan, and Hindh Beg, and a powerful division of the

army, was now dispatched in pursuit of the flying enemy towards

Mandou.

The designs of that man, ohserves our historian, cannot fail to ter-
minate in evil,w hose mistortune it is to associate with evil counsellors;
and the more indubitably so, ifled into a violation of engagements with
a monarch so manifestly the favornite of heaven, as the renowned Ho-
mavan. That this ought to be so, no oue will probably be disposed to
dispute; but that it may sometimes otherwise happen, we shall perad-
venture finda remarkable mstance, in the history of Homayiin himself.
But at all events, when, as we have just described, Suddur Khaun,
and Emmaud-ul-milk, withdrew from the camp near Mundsour, their
course was ditected straight towards Mandou, into which, on their ar-
rival, they immediately threw themselves; and thither th:y were as im-
mediately pursuea by the victorious Moghdls, under Homaydn in per-
son, who encamp: d shortly afterwards, at the station of Naltcheh; or
perhaps it was a ravine, or hollow, in the vicinity, from whence he
might, with greater confidence,superintend the investiture of the place,
which was, accordingly, at once surrounded on every side. Roumy
Khaun, the oficer of whom we have already spoken here, joined the
standard of Homaytn, from whom he experienced a favorable recepti-

.on. On the fourteenth day, of the investiture possibly, Saltan Bahau-
der through the bye roads of the country, also found his way into Man-
dou, which he entered though the Jouly-Mehiser gate; and shortly af;
VOL. III, 5 A
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terwards, hesent to propose an accommodation with his hesiegers,on the
basis that Gijerat and Tcheitour, being vet in undisturbed possession,
shouid remain as at present; but that Mandou, and its dependencies,
shouid be ceded without further contest to the ofticers of Homayn’s
government.  On these terms, Moulana Mahommed Bergholy, and
Sudder Khann, on the part of Homay(n and the Silian, respectively,
met at the station of Neili-sumbul, in urder to arrange the articles of a
regular treaty; but towards the latter part of the night on which they
were under discussion, the garrison being worn out with faticue and
watching, about two hundred of the Moghtls availed themselves of an
opportunity to scale the walls of the place from the rear; and letting
themselves down tiomn the ramparts within,succeeded in makine them-
selves masters of one of the gates in that direction, which thev imme-
diately threw open. Hete their horses were brought to them, and they
were joined, shortly afterwards, by a number of the imperial troops
from without.

Atthis moment, Mellou Khaun Mandouly,who bore the title of Kau-
der Shahy, and who commanded at a tower close by, perceiving what
had befallen, hastily mounted his horse, and gailoped off to the head-
quarters of Stltan Bahauder. Roused at the sumwmons of Kauder
Shahy, but scarcely yet awake, the Siltan betook himself immediately
to flight, accompanied by not more than half a dozen of his domestics,
On his way he was, however, fortunately joined by Bhowunt Rii, the
son of Sohldy R4i, one of his most intimate friends, with twenty men
on horseback; but on reaching the gate which opens to the plain below
the fort, he found not less than two hundred Moghiil cavalry, ready
drawn up to intercept his progress. Aware that this was not a time to
ddlikerate, the Stltan precipitated himself without hesitation, the first
man,into thethickest of his adversaries, and being immediately follow-
ed by his attendants, fortunately succeeded in cutting his way through;
Mellou Khaun abovementioned, and one more,being all that were now
left to accompany him in s flight, to Soungurr, where he soon after-
wards arrived without further accident. Frow thence he was con-
strained to effect his escape by letting himself down to the foot of the
works, by means ot ropes, some horses being also conveyed to him by
the same means, and he was thus enabled to continue his flight; which
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is, indeed, described to have been materially facilitated by the obsti-
nate incredulity of Kaussem Huasseyne Khaun, one of the Moghil
commanders who had, by this time, appeared before the place, and to
whom information was early communicated by an Ouzbek deserter,
formerly in the service of the Siltan, whose person had been recogniz-
ed. On hisarrival at Tchampaneir, at this period the capital of Gije-
rat, Stltan Bahauder had, however, again collected aforce of about fif-
teen hundred men; but not conceiving himself by any means suffici-
ently secure at that place, he determined to provide against the worst,
by remeving all that was possible ot his treasure and imost valuable ef-
fects, to the well-known port of Deib, or Diu, already in the possession
of the Portuguese.

To return to the proceedings at Mandou; it would appear that no
positive information of the success of his troops, in the surprise of that
fortress, was communicaied to Homayvan, until the close ct the second
watch in the morning; when he also mounted his horse, and passed into
the place by the gate of Dehly. Suddur Kbaun, although severely
wounded, continued, however, with his retainers, to make an obstinate
resistance, betore the entrance of his own house; but being at last forced
away by some ot his principal officers, he togk the road towards Soun-
gurr; whither being accompanied by a great part of the garrison of
Mandou, he was there enabled to place himself in a state of security
against any sudden attempt of the conquerors. Sultaun-e-Aullum,
anothier distinguished officer of the court of G@jerat, was among those
who threw themselves into Soungurr on this occasion. In the mean
time, after the Moghdl troops had been for three davs permitted at dis-
cretion, to pillage the dwelliugs of the wretched inhabitants, a man-
date was at length issued to restrain them from further violence; while
scme confideutial agents were dispatched by Homay din, to mollify the
hostile spirit,and appease the apprehiensions of Sultan Bahauder’s gen-
erals, who had taken refuge at Soungurr.  After considerable discus-
sion, Suddur K haun, and Saltaun-e- Aullum, the two principal com-
manders, were finally persuaded to accept of a capitulation; and b- ing
upon this conducted immediately to the imperial bead quarters, the
former experienced from Homay dn a kind and favorable reception: but
as this was, it seems, not the first instance in which Séltaun-e-Aullum
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had given proof of his hostile and turbulent disposition, he was, not»
withstanding the capitulation, punished with the loss of both his feet,
and then set at large to prosecute, at will, the schemes of ambition and
revenge.

When, by these preliminary successes, the road had been sufficient-
ly laid open for him, Homay(n, with ten thousand of his cavaliy, pro-
ceeded without further delay, to enter Ghjerat; leav'ling instructions
with the main body of the army, to follow him by easy stages. 1n the
neighborhood of Tchampaneir,and by the sideof the Tank of Emmaud-
ul-milk, a noble piece of water described to be three kosse® in cir-
cumference, in the direction of the gate of Paneily, the Moghtil troops
were drawn out to offer battle to the enemy. On the other hand, re-
ceiving intelligence of their approach, and having already amply pro-
vided the fortress of Tchampaneir, situated on the adjoining hill, with
the means of defence, Stltan Bahauder withdrew through the opposite
gate, leading towards the Lushker-tullaou, another tank in the neigh-
borhood; and retired, with some precipitation, in the direction of Kam-
béeit, or Cambay, leaving orders to set fire to the town of Tchampa-
neir,immediately on his departure. But Homayun entering the place
very shortly afterwards, the proper means were employed, under his
direction, to extinguish the conflagration; after which, at the head of
one thousand horse only, he hastened in pursuit of the Sultan, while
Ameir Hindu Beg, with the remainder of the division, continued on
the spot; in order to straiten the communications, and watch the move-
ments of the garrison in the fortress above. Stltan Bahauder had, in
the mean time, remained at Cambay no longer than was necessary to
set fire to one hundred armed Graabs, or gallies, which had heen equip.
ped for the purpose of restraining the obnoxious power of the Portu-
guese, and of which he thus prevented his enemies from availing them-
selves in tracing his flight, when he continued his retreat towards Diu.
On the evening -of the day on which the Siltan took his departure,
Homaytin arrived at Cambay: and, for the first time in his lite, beheld
anarm of the trackless ocean From hence he dispatched a part of his
cavalry to arrest the flight of Sdltan Bahauder, who finally succeeded,
however, in making good his retreat into Diu; from the neighborhood

* At least five miles,
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of which, with no inconsiderable booty, the Moghl troops now return-
ed to the presence of their sovereign at Cambay. And thus, in the
nine hundred and forty-second of the hidjerah,* according to our au-
thor, was accomplished the first conquest of Gujerat by the Moghls.

Towards the conclusion of the former year, the fortress of Kanda-
haur, that we might not be left entirely ignorant of what was passing
on the most distant extremity of the empire, had been closely invested
by Saum Mirza, the brother of Shah Tahmasp king of Persia, at the
head of an armyv of Kuzzulbaush, or redcaps—the appellation assigned
to the Persian soldiery under the authority of the Seffies, and who
were, on this occasion, gallantly opposed by Khaujah Kullan Beg,
the governor for the house of Teymur. At the termination of about
eight months, the garrison were, however, seasonably relieved by the
advance of Mirza Kamraun, who had early proceeded from Lahourto
their assistance; and on the first day of Shabaun, of the nine hundred
and forty-second of the hidjerah,t not farfroin Kandahaur, hesucceeded
in gaining a signal victory over the besiegers, who were defeated with
considerableloss—Agher Nowauz Khaun, the Ataleik, or preceptor, of
the Persian prince,and one of the most distinguished commanders, being
made prisoner in the action, and put to death immediately afterwards.
Mirza Kamraun then returned with the utmost dispatch towards La-
hour, which he reached at the very crisis to arrest the progress of Ma-
hommed Zemmaun Mirza, in the midst of the commotions which he
had excited in the Punjaub. Oun the dispersion of the army of Sal-
tan Bahauder, at Mundsour, this personage had, as we have already re-
lated, withdrawn himself to the westward; with the design of availing
himself of any advantage that might occur in the country among the
branches of the Indus., When he reached the borders of Sind, he was
further encouraged in his views by Shah Hisseyne, the sob of Shah
Beg Arghtin, the independent prince of that territory; who, without ad-
mitting him one step within the limits of his authority, coolly pointed
out the opportunity, at that moment presented by the absence of Mirza
Kamraun, on his expedition to Kandahaur, for the occupation of the
fertile province of Lahour. With the expectation that he should find
the country entirely without defence, he accordingly appeared before
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the city of that name, to which he immediately laid siege. But while
he was vet engaged in the undertaking, Mirza Kamraun, flushed with
the triur ph of his victory near Kandahaur, appeared in the neighbor-
hood of Lahour; and Mahommed Zemmaun, like one stricken with a
panic,suddenly raised the siege, and, as the only alternative, made the
best of his way back again into Gijerat. Not long afterwards, Mirza
Heyder Gurekan, the son-in-law, having through some discontent or
other, quitted Kashghar, and withdrawn through Buddukhshaun, to
Lahour, there presented himself to claim the protection of Kamraun.

In the mean time, Shah Tahmasp in person, at the head ot his army,
appeared before Kandahaur, in the course of the succeeding spring,,
that of 1536; and the place was immediately surrendercd to him, witli-
out resistance, by the same Khaujah Kullan Beg, who had so horor-
ably defended it on the former occasion. For this, ou his arrival at La-
hour, he was exposed to the just displeasure of Mirza Kamraun. That
Prince, however, when, after some d. l1y, he had compl«ted the nrces-
sary equipments, proceeded once more towards Kandabaur, leaving
Mirza Heyder to adwinister the government of Lahour in his absence,
But, before he reached Kandahaur, Shah Tahmasp had quitted that
place on his return into Persia; after confiding the government, toge-
ther with a competent garrison, to the discretion of Bedaug Khaun
Kajaur, or Kojour, one of his most distinguished officers. After a
siege of some duration, the place was, however, again surrendered, on
turins, to Mirza Kamraun; who rcturned as formerly to Lahour, as soon
as he had rendered the fortifications of Kandahaur again sufficiently
tenable against the operations of a siege.

To return, however, to the main object of our narrative; while ITo.
may(in continued in the neighborhood of Kambay, with but a very
slender force for the protection of his camp, it occurred to the Ameirs
Ahmed Laad;, and Rokk«n Dioud, two of the vassals of the extruded
Saltan Bahauder, who hived in retirement soine where in the v.cinity of
Kouniwaurah, or Liinawaurah, that the circumstance presented a very
fair opportunity for surprise ; and they accordingly proposed to the
Koulies, and Gowaurs—peradventure Goraussiah—the independent
natives of the surrounding territory—to avail themselves of the first
favorable dark night to make the attempt. To this they immediately
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agreed. But, on the very night on which the design was to be carricd

. . A
into execution, an old woman of the country made her appearance at

the entrance of the imperial pavilion, and demanded to be immediately
admitted to the presence of Homayvn;aflirming that she had something
of the utmost importance tocommunicate, which could not béexplained
to any other than the emperor himself, without the intervention of any
third person. As herimportunities were extremely pressing, and she
svemed to be actuated by the sincerity of truth, the woman was, at last,
introduced to the presence of the emperor, to whom she instantly made
known the desigu in agitation, of attacking his camp. After satisfying
Limselfinother respects, on the subject of her information,the monarch
had the curiosity to enquire, to what motive he was to ascribe that
zeal for his welfare, of which she had just given him so essential a proof.,
w hen she proceeded to explain, that her only son was a captivein tho
train of one of the vassals of the imperial court, and that, in compensa-
tion for this important piece of intciligence, she had been inducced to
hiope tor his enlargement.  In the mean time, if ier information proved
untrue, she expressed her perfect willingness to forfeit both her own
Iife and that of her son. The latter was accordingly sought for, and
tozcether with his mother, immediately lodged in safe custody; while
Homaytiu hastened to dispose of his sinall force, in such a manner as to
clude the expected attack, taking his station a little to one side of the
cncampment.

Some time before day-break, precisely as had been announced to the
Fmperor, a body of Bheils and Gowaurs, doubtless Gorauss, to the
number of five or six thousand, poured at once among the imperial tents,
which they proceeded torifle, without interruption, of every species of
property ; in which, as an article of particular regret 1s mentioned, a
copy of the Teymwtir-vhmah, transcribed by Moulla Stltam Ally, and
illustrated with paitings by Oustaud Behzaud. This was subsequently
recovered, and at the period at which Abdl Fazzel wroie bis history,
was to be seenin the imperial library of Akbar. On the other hand,
drawn up on a neighboring rising ground, Homaytn and his troops
remained, anxiously expecting the hour of day-light; but the moment
they could discriminate their objects, the Moghtls commenced such a
galling discharge from their bows, that the banditti immediately fled in
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every direction. The old woman wasof course liberally rewarded for her
very seasonable disclosure; but, from a suspicion that the inhabitants
had,insomeshapeorothesconcurredin thedesign,and, notimprobably,
to indemnify his followers for their loss in the attack, Homayun gave
orders that the unfortunate town of Kambay should be immediately
plundered, and burnt to the ground; after which he determined to re-
linquish all further pursuit of Siltan Bahauder, and returned, accord-
ingly, torejoin the army before Tchampaneir.

That important fortress had been now, for a period of four months,
successfully defended against its besiegers, by kkhtiaur Khaun; a son
of the Kauzy, or civil judge, of Neriaud, one of the principal towns in
the neighboring territory, who had been recommended by his superior
talents and sagacity, to the first rank among the confidential servants of
Sdltan Bahauder. But, while nothing was omitted that could be fore-
seen by the most cautious and vigilant circumspection, all was render-
ed unavailing by one of those trivial occurrences, thr. ugh which the
best concerted plans of human intelligence have been so frequently de-
feated, when opposed to ardent enterprise, acting under the influence of
an over-ruling providence. There existed, it seems, at this period, ad-
joining to one part on which the fortress stood, a thick forest supposed
impervious to men on foot, and much more so to those on horseback;
and through this, stimulated by the powerful incitements of a gainful
traffic, some wood-cutters from the country below, had found means to
penetrate to the base of the rock; from whence, by ropes let down from
above, they contrived to furnish the garrison with occasional supplies
of grain, and clarified butter, or ghee, in return for the money which
they received on the spot, by the same means of conveyance,

In these circumstances, when the siege had been protracted so fan
beyond higexpectations, Homaydn was one day making a circuit round
the place, in order to discover, if possible, some point on which it
might be assailed with a reasonable prospect of success; and he hap-
pened, by mere accident, to be approaching from the side of Haloul,
which was a part of the mountain converted into garden grounds, at.
the very moment when these men, after having disposed of their pro-
perty in the manner just described, were issving from the forest. As.
was to be expected, they were immediately interrogated asto the ob-.
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jects which had brought them there; but when they stated themselves
to be wood-cutters, without producing either hatchet or wedge, or any
other of the implements of their calling, suspicion was very naturally
awakened, and they were cautioned immediately to declare the truth,
on pain of the most severe and rigorous punishment. Thus intimidated,
they disclosed the fact without further disguise; and being directed to
lead the way, they conducted the monarch and his attendants imme-
diately to the foot of the rock, where it rose from sixty to seventy
Guz.® or,at the least, one hundred and ten feet in perpendicular height,
with a surface entirely smooth, and of course impracticable of ascent
to any huwman effort, unassisted by the inventions of experience.

Without a moment’s delay, seventy or eighty strong iron spikes were
sent for, and successively driven into the rock, at convenient intervals,
and on either hand parallel to each other, at the distance of a guz
all the way to the summit. Assoon as this perilous laddert had been
completed, some of the most distinguished warriors were directed to
ascend; and the moment the thirty-ninth man appeared to be suffici-
ently advanced, Homaydn himself stepped forward, and was about to
plant his foot upon the first step, when Bevram Khaun interposed, in-
treating that his master would pause until the preceding part of this
adventurous band should have made way for him. At the same instant
he grasped the spikes and proceeded himself to ascend, immediately
foliowed by Homaydn, who became thus the forty-first person that
gained the summit of the rock. The band was, soon afterwards, rein-
forced to the number of three hundred in the whole, all animated by
the presence, and with the invincible resolution of their sovereign.

By a preconcerted arrangement, it was provided that an attack should
be made, at the same instant, on the front of the enemy’s works, by the
troops stationed for that purpose in the different batteriegg and while
the garrison, ignorant of the danger from within, were intently gazing
from the parapets of the fort on the movements below, the three huun-

dred who had scaled the rock, suddenly assailed them in the rear, and
* There is reason to think that the guz of Abil Fazzel contained thirty seven inches,
[tessu], in which case it was from sixty to seventy yards in height.
+ If this was formed, as was probably the case, with ropes fastened from one spike to
another, both longitudinally and across, it mizht answer extremely well, particularl)' if the
rock receded ever so lit'le from the perpendicular,
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A. H. 942943, at once deprived them of all power of exertion, especially when it was.

A D. 1536
Abgl Fazzel.

announced that Homaydin in person was among the assailants. The
imperial great drum now struck up the sounds of victory; and Ekhtiaur
Khaun, with a part of the garrison, retiring to a more elevated reach of
the mountain, there contrived to secure himself for the night. He was,
however, the following day permitted to capitulate; and being introdu-
ced to the presence of Homnaytin, he was, by that monarch, immediately
received to favor. Not long afterwards, in consideration of his dis-
tinguished acquirements in every branch of science, but particularly
in geometry and astronomy, to which, notwithstanding the engagements
and fatigue of public business, he had found l-isure to apply, Ekhtiaur
Khaun was enrolled among the personal attendants of his new sover-
eign. e is represented, moreover, to have been an elegant and inge-
nious poet, and one of his contemporaries at once commemorates the
occasion, and marks the period of his first visit to Homaydn, in the
following sentence: ** The first week of the month of Suffur”—the Per-
sian characters of the original of which, numerically applied, exhibit
the date of the capture of 'Tchampaneir on this occasion, namely, the
nine hundred and forty third year of the hidj=rah.*

The kingdom of Gijerat, to the banks of th: Mehandery, or river
Mehie sometimes so denominated, was now in p.ssession of the ofh-
cers of the Moghill government. But that part of it which lay to the
north- west of the same river,comprizing the ancient peninsula, appears
to have been abandoned to its fate; without the presence of a single
agent, either to collect the revenue, or provide for the general satety.
In these circumstances, the inhabitants dispatched a report of their si-
tuation to Stiltan Bahauder, assuring him that the collections were ready
for payment, and would be made over with scrupulous punctuality, to
any person gghom he might think fit to employ for the purpose. Not
one of the officers who remained with bin could, however, for some
time, be persuaded to accept of the charge; until at last, on the express
stipulation that he should bhe accountahle to no one whatever for such
collvctions as he should be able to secure, Emnaud-ul-mulk agreed to
undertake it. On these terms, that officer, at the head of about two
hundred horse,accordingly took hisd-parture for A hmedabad; but con-

® From the 16th to the 26th of July 1536,
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triving, during his progress, to make some liberal distributions among
those who ventured to follow his fortune, he found, by the time hereach-
ed that capital, a force of ten thousand men assembled under his orders.
By an advance, moreover, ofone lak in thecﬁrrencyofGﬁjerat,orabout
two thousand five hundred rupees,toevery individual who served with
two horses, this force accumulated, soon afterwards, to thirty thousand
strong; which was further augmented, atno very distant interval, by the
junction of ten thousand more, under Majauhed Khaun, the ruler of
Jounagurr.

In the mean time, [Homayvlin was engaged in giving, by the side of the

Derria-taldou. a piece of water in the vicinity of that place, a variety of

entertainments to his army, in consequence of the reduction of Tcham-
paneir, and of the other valuable acquisitions obtained by his recent
victories. And here, as a measure of the wisest policy, if not of ab-
solute necessity in all well regulated governments, the author avails
himself of the occasion to recommend, that a system of domestic su-
pervision should be established through every class of society; in order
to watch, without ceasing, every circumstance, whether in action or
discourse, that may have a tendency to disturb the public tranquillity;
and more espccially at those conjunctures, when the attention of the
sovereign may happen to be engaged on objects foreign to the ordinary
pursuitsof governimnent—since the neglectof somesuch precaution,had,
about the period under consideration, nearly produced a very serious
inconvenience to Homayln, which will be more clearly explained by
the following facts.

While the festivities were going on, to which we have just alluded,
a party of obscure and inconsiderate individuals, generally of the class
of library keepers, armour and inkstand bearers, who had been from
their insignificance, uvnavoidably excluded from the list of those who,
on these occasions, were admitted to the royal presence,agreed to meet
as well as their superiors, and enjoy themselves in the gardens of Ha-
loul, of which some notice has been already taken in a preceding page.
In the delirum produced by a too frequent circulation of the goblet,
one of the party, amidst the sallies of mirth, ventured, it seems, a lirtle
out of season, to introduce the subject of the Zufferndmh, or history
of Teymtr, composed by Shurf-ud-dein Ally the Yezdian; and pro-

A. H. 943,
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"A.H.pe3, Cceeded to recite that passage in the early stage of the conqueror’s for-
A.D.1636. tupe, wherein he is described as taking from each of his warlike fol-
Abdl Fazzel. 1, ers, at this period not more than forty in number, a brace of ar-
rows, and having bound them together in a single bundle, to have pas-
sed them alternately to every individual, with a desire that each would
try his utmost across the knees, to break them. When each had ac-
cordingly made the attempt without success, Teymir took the sheat of
arrows asunder, and returned to each his own, which, on making the
trial, were now easily snapped in themiddle. Onwhichthe hero desired,
them to remember that whilst, like the bundle of arrows, united, they
continued firmly and faithfully attached to each other, few as they
were in number, nothing would ever prevail to put them down, and
success and victory would inseparably attend them, w herever they
bent their course. And this was, indeed, exactly confirmed by the
event; since, by making this simple and striking lesson the rule of their
conduct, they finally rendered themselves masters of the fairest part of
the habitable globe.

Little reflecting that, morally speaking, the band of heroes, of whom
the example was recited, might have been considered individually
equal to an host, acting under the direction of divine providence tow-
ards the attainment of a particular object, the punishment of human
depravity, these mistaken men, with their senses steeped in wine, did
not hesitate to place themselves on a par with warriors so renowned;
not without arrogating to themselves a decided advantage in point of
number, since, in counting those present, they found that theyamount-
ed to no less than four hundred persons, in the pride of health and man-
hood. That very moment, accordingly, they quitted the imperial en-
campment ina body,for the purpose,as they conceived, of carrying their
besotted plan of universal conquest, into immediate execution; witha
out taking ingo the slightest calculatioa the perils to which, at every
step, they must inevitably be exposed.

The day following, when it was observed that none of them attended
in their places, and no information could be obtained as to the cause
of their absence, a suspicion soon arose, that they were not employed
on any very loyal or justifiable design. A division of one thousand
cavalry was therefore immediately dispatched, to look after them; apnd,
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not very long afterwards, the whole of these inexperienced and infatu- A.H. 943,

ated visionaries, were brought, bound neck and heels, to the imperial
headquarters. When itwasannounced tohinJ, that these wretched tru-
ants were at his mercy, it happened to be saturday on which Homayiin,
robed inirefulcrimson,wasengaged on the throne of judgment,in passing
sentence upon those who had, in any shape, offended against the laws;
and instantly, many of the misguided men were condemned to suffer
with a severity, of which there are few examples in the history of this
monarch,some to be trampled to death by elephants, others to lose their
heads, others their feet and hands, andothers their ears and noses,while
some were permitted to escape with the loss of their fingers only. But,
while themonarch was thus employed in directing his vengeance against
those who had dared to disregard his authority, the hour of evening
prayer arrived; and the officiating Imaum, who was not very remarka-
ble for discrimination of mind, in the course of the first genuflexion
[rekkaat]. unfortunately selected, for the service, that portion of the
Koran, entitled the chaprer of the elephants—relating to that circum-
stance in the history of Arabia, in which the tvrant Abrauhah, from
Yemen, baving dispatched an army accompanied by a remarkable ele-
phant, for the purpose of demolishing the temple of Mekkah, the di-
vine being is described to have employed a flight of bustards, or some
such birds, to stone his army to death. When, however, the course of
devotions was concluded, Homayin, who conceived that the Imaum
had designedly fixed upon this chapter, in order to charge him by im-
plication with injustice and cruelty, directly gave orders that the un-
happvmanshouldbe thrown atthe fect of hiselephants. And the harsh
inandate had been as promptly carried into execution, were it not for
the intercession of Moulana Mahommed Perghuly; who, by convin-
cing him of the simple character and unintentional error of the poor
Imaum, succeeded, at last, in appeasing the resentment of the angry
monarch, who passed the whole of the ensuing nightin a state of bit-
ter regret, and mortification of spirit,

Not long after he had dispatched this unpleasant affair, leaving Te-
reddy Beg Khaun in command of Tchampaneir, Homayin put his
troops in motiom towards Ahmedabad, and proceeded to the river Me-
bandery, where, for a short time, he continued encamped; while Em..

A. D"I536.
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maud-ul-milk, on his part, assuming a countenance of resolution and
defiance. for every movement in approach of the Moghils, mede a cor-
responding march in advance to oppose them. In these circumstan-
ces,somew here about midway between the towns of Neriaud and Mah-
moudabad, the advanced division of Homayduw’s troops, being some
stages in front of the main body under the orders of Mirza Asskery,
fell in with Emmaud-ul milk in pereon, at the head of the army of G-
jerat; by whom, after a severe conflict, the Moghtl division was en-
tirely repulsed.  But, areinforceme nt from the main body coming up
in considerable strength, to their support, under Yadgaur Nausser
Mirza, with the Ameirs Kaussem Hissevne Khaun,and Hindé Beg,
and a report being circulated that the emperor himself was on the spot,
the conquerors in their turn, were seized with a panic, and fl-d almost
instantly in great confusion; Aullum Khaun Lbdy, and a few other
officers, only endeavouring to make head against Yadgaurand his Mo-
ghils, whhile Emmaud-ul-milk, half dead with apprehension, was mak-
ing his escape from the field. Derwaish Mahommed Kéra Sheir, the
father of Shijayet Khaun, was the most distinguished of the Moghual
commanders who fell on this occasion.

In the mean time, the standard of Homavan actually made its ap-
pearance on the field of battle, and victory became no longer doubttul;
but, although between three and four thousand of the enemy had
perished in the conflict, previous to the arrival of the emperor, it was
yet thought expedient to depute some person to Khodawund Khaun,
that Ameir of GGjerat who had recently joined the cause of the Mogh-
ols, in order to enquire whether he cunsidered there still remained
any uncertainty as to the issue of that day’sbattle. He replied, that
if that leprous slave, allading to Emmaud-ul-milk, who was probably
a Circassian, and opprobriously thus termed from his fair complexion,
was huuself present in the action, the conflict was at an end—if not, it
seemed advisable that the work of slaughter should be continued for
some time longer.  All doubt was, however, soon sfterwards removed
by the reportof a woundedsoldier,who had laid himself among theslain;
and who now declared that Emnmaud-ul milk 1 person had actually
commanded in the battle. .

On the succeeding day,the imperial army prosecuted its march, Mir-
za Asskery preceding, as formerly, with a division ot troops, as an ad-
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vanced guard, until the main budy encamped on the noble tank of
Kaunkriah, Mirza Asskery then took the liberty of representing to
Homa in, that if the whole army were permitied at once to enter Ah-
medabad, the inhabitants would.inevitably be expnsed to the most
serious injury; and a mandate was accordingly issucd that some of the
imperiul Yessawuls, or exempts, should be stationed at each of the
gates, with instructions to see that none but those belonging to the
vanguard should be suffered to enter the citv. Homayan then fixed
his head qnarters in the necighborhood of Serkeitch, a spot, at this pe-
riod, much adwired, and prubably one of the suburbs of Ahmedabad.
Three days afterwards, accompanied by the officers of his court, Ho-
mai Uun proceeded to view the different quarters of that once noble me-
tropolis of Glj-rat; after which, his attention was devoted to arrange
a plan for the final government of the province. In pursuance of such
arrangements, Ameir Hindd Beg was now invested with the command
of a complete division of the aimy, destined 10 be emploved wherever
its presence should be found most necessary. The city of Puttun,
anciently Neherwala, with the territory dependent upon it, was placed
under the separate authority of Yadgaur Nausser Mirza. Baroutch,
with the emporium ot Surat, and the town of Nousaury, was consigned
to Kaussem Hasseyne Siltan; Kambieit, or Kambay, and Broudah,
were allotted to Doast Big Eishek Aga; [great master of ceremonies]
and Mahmoudabad to Meir Boujekah Bahauder.

These arrangements having been accordingly put in train, Homay-
an quitted Ahmedabad, directing his march for the maritime city of
Deib, or Diu, 80 often mentioned in the early accounts of modern Eu-
ropean conquests in lndia, But, on reaching the town of Dendikah,
about thirty kosse on that side of Ahimedabad, dispatches. were deli-
vered to him, which imnperiously required his attention in another
quarter; and,for the present at least, terminated his designs against Sil-
tan Bahauder. lushort, it war announced to him from Agrah, thar in
cons. quence of his protracted absence from the seat of government, the
usual syniptoms ot insuboidination began to display themselves amoug
the turbulent and disaffected borderers; and from Malwah, he learnt at
the same time, that Mehter Zemhour, the imperial jaguirdaur, or grand
feudatory, of Higdia, on the Nerbudda, had been attacked by Sckune.
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A M.943. der Khaun, and Mellou Khaun, both in insurrection, and compelled
A.D. 1536 4, retire with bis property into Oujein, whither the whole of the troops

Abal Fazzel. in that quarter had also withdrawn for protection. In that city they

had been invested by the revolters in great force; and Derwaish Ally
Ketabdaur—librarian—the military governor of the place, having been
killed by a musquet shot, the garrison had finally demanded to capitu-
late. Under all these circumstances, a resolution was adopted to re-
turn without delay into Malwah, leaving Gijerat in charge of Mirza
Asskery, and to fix the seat of authority for some time at Mandou—as
a point from which it would not be difficult at once to put down the
rebellion in Malwah, to secure the subjugation of the newly acquired
province of Géjerat, and to keep in check that spirit of treason and
disaffection, which had alarmed the capital of the empire.

With these objects in view, Homayin proceeded suddenly to the
left towards Kambay, and from thence, successively to Broudah, Ba-
rouch, and Surat ; after which, he continued his march for Barham-
pour, and having remaincd at #hat place for seven days, he resumed
his journey, and leaving the fortress of Asseir on the one side, finally
reached Mandou without accident. The very rumour of his approach
produced an immediate dispersion of those tumultuous and iligovern-
ed associations that had risen in defiance of his authority; and as he
‘found his constitution to accommoadate itself with singular felicity to
the province, the greater part of his household were immediately provi-
ded with jagueirs, or possessions in fee, in Malwah, and every thing
seemed disposed by his bounty, to ensure enjoyment, peace, and pros-
-perity, to all around.

In order to prepare us for what is to follow, our author, in themoral-
izing strain in which he occasionally delights to indulge, proceeds to
remark, that the man, be his station however exalted, who returns with
ingratitude the bounties of a generous benefactor, will, in the issue,
invariably ever find that he has dug the pit for his own destruction—
has stricken the hatchet into his own foot; and in support of the ob-
servation, we are immediately referred to the wretched malversation
exemplified in the conduct of Mirza Asskery, and the officers selected
‘by Homay#n, to superintend, under him, the government of Gijerat.
For, after the enjoyment of a very fleeting and unsubstantial period of
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prosperity, and with a fatuity which could no where exist but in the A.H. 943,

most wretched narrowness of spirit, these personages could not be pre-
vented from engaging in mutual hostility; and, by thus throwing the
affairs of the country into confusion, from affording to the enemies of
the sta.c that opportunity for which, it must have been notorious, that
th-, wereever on the watch. Inconsequence of these dissentious, at
the expiration of about three months after the imagined settlement of
the government, Khaun-e-jahaun the Shirauzian, and Roumy Khaun,
thesame,nodoubt,as we havealready noticed tohave beenthefounder of
Surat castle, associating together, found means in the first place to take
possession of Nousaury; which washeldby an officer of the name of Ab-
dullah Khaun, under the authority of his kinsman Kaussem Husseyne
Sultan the Ouzbek, and which he abandoned without resistance, reti-
ring immediately to Baroutch. With equal facility, Khaun-e-jahaun
and his associate obtained possession of Surat; from whence they pro-
ceeded, the former by land, and Roumy Khaun, with an equipment of
artillery, by sea, to lay siege to Bardiitch. Seized with the same dis-
grace ful panic, Kaussem Hiisseyne also quitted that place, making the
hest of his way, first to Tehampaneir, and afterwards to Ahmedabad; in
order, as he pretended, to demand the aid of Mirza Asskery and Hinda
Beg, the latter, as we have already mentioned, at the head of the troops
expressly destined for the general defence of the province.

About the same conjuncture, Seyud Eshauck, who had reccived
from Saltan Bahauder, the title of Shetaub Khaun [celer] made him-
s¢ Il master of Kambay; while, in obedience to asummons from Mirza
As:kery, Yadzaur Nausser Mirza left Puttun to its fate, and repaired
to Atmedabad. Lncouraged by the same appearances ot disunion and
defect of co-operation, Derrya Khaun, and Mohaufez Khaun, two com-
manders from the garrison of Raeisein, notwithstanding former profes-
sions, now presented themselves to Saltan Bahauder; and, finding that
Puttun was thus left destitute of defence, hastened from Diu soon af-
terwards, and took possession of that ancient city without opposition.
Such, in short, was the deplorable mis-management and want of con-
cert among the Moghul officers, at the crisis under consideration, in
their recent conquestsin Gajerat, that Ghuzzen-fer, one of the retainers
in the immediate service of Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, actually desested ,
VOL. IIL. 5¢
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his colours, and with three hundred horse in his train went over to
Stiltan Bahauder; whom, by every argument he could employ, he stim-
ulated to undertake the recovery of his kingdom.

The numerous applications which were continually arriving from his
adherents in Gijerat, on the same subject, finally determined the Stl-
tan on making the attempr, and he accordingly proceeded towards A h-
medabad; in the neighborhood of which, at the suburban vi!lage of Ser-
keitch, formerly mentioned, he soon afterwards encamped in consider-
able force. The Mirzas Asskery and Yadgaur Nuusser, with the
Ameirs llindd Beg, and Kaussewn Hsseyne Khaun,at the head of little
less than twenty thousand horse, drew out with apparent resoluti»n,
and took post in front of the Stltan; with whowm, for three days and as
many nights, they supported sone very war.n and vigorous skirmishes,
Being, however, little animated by a just sprit of zeal for the cuuse of
their sovereign, they finally adopted the pusillanimous and fatal resol-
ution of abandoning the capital of Gujerat, without risking the issue of
a general action; and in this deffPmination, immediatdly commenced
their retreat towards Tchampauei;. Stltan Babauder, who already con-
sidered himself engaged in a most perilous undertaking, was bevond
measure rejoiced to find himself so unexpectedly relicved from his ap-
prehensions, and boldly proceeded in pursuit of the enemy, Sevud
Mibaurek the Bokhirian conducting the advanced guard of his tioops.
This officer very soon came up with the rear of the Moghiils under Yad-
gaur Nausser Mirza, by whom heapprars to have been resolutely at-
tacked, and repulsed with considerable loss; but,as that prit.ce recr ived
awound in his arm, he cousidered it prudent to continue his retreat after
the main body, which he accordingly rejoined without further molesta-
tion—the enemy stopping short,as it would appear,at the town of Mah-
moudabad. Totally regardless, however, of every consideration ot fame
and duty, Mirza Asskery, whose heart had now descended to Lis hecls,
proceeded to cross the Mehandery which was in his front, with the
most shameful precipitation; many of his troops perishiug in the stream
through the hurry and-confusion of his disorderly retreat, Siltan Ba-
hauder appeared, indeed, shortly afterwards, on the banks of the same

river.
Arriving in this disgraceful plight under the walls of Tchampaneir,
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the Mirzas and their followers were suitably entertained in the vicinity
of that place, by Tereddy Beg Khaun the governor; who conceived, that
after fulfilling to the utmost of his means the claims of hospitality, it
would be no more than prudent to return at dight to his post within the
fortifications. On the day following, he received from the princes a
specious message, representing the extreme distress to which they were

reduced, together with the whole of the troops under their orders, and

requesting that,for their relief,he would sparethem a part of the public

treasure which was known to be in the fort.  With this they said that

the v would beenal.led,by amoderatedistribution,torecruitthestrength,
and restore the spiit of the army; and th:us return, with confidence re-
assured, to oppose the further progress ot Siltan Bahauder. They ad-
ded that they ware thus urgentin theirapplication,because itwouldnot
be possible fur the express which they either had sent, or were about to
gispateh to Mandou, to reach the imperial head quarters at that place
and return zgain, probably, under a period of six days. To this request,
Lowever, Tereddy Degreturned a:lircet negative; and the Mirzas forth-
with determined on a plan to scize s person, and thus obtain posses-
cion of the whole, mstead of a part, of the treasure which had been
coemmitied to bis care. After which, a resolution was furtheradopted to
twse Mirza Asskery to the sovereignty of Gujerat; in which, if they
could succeed, by finally subverting thie power of Siltan Bahauder, ail
would be wellagain, Oiherwise, since it appeared that Homay dn con-
tinued so delighted with the climate of Malwah, and that the precincis
of the metrepolis of Agrah were left without defence, nothing could
prevent theihr proceeding in the last extremity, to sccure an establishi-
mentin that (narter.

In the mean time, little suspecting the design in agitation, Tereddy
Beg was coming down from the fort on a visit of respect to the Mirzas,
and had desc: nded part of the way when, fortunately for himself, he
became apprized of his danger; and,suddenly returning to his quarters,
he from thence dispatched a message to the plotting chiefs, announcing
to them that he should consider their remaining in his vicinity for a
singleday longer, as equally unwarrantable on their part, and incompa-
tible with the safety of the post entrusted to his charge. To this the

Mirzas acquainted him in reply, that they were in reality about to de-.
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part; but having something of great importance to communicate, that
they were anxious to hold a previous conference with him. Being,
however, now sufficiently aware of their object, he conveyed a suitable
answer,and the very next morning opened a canonade on their encamp-
ment, which'they were accordingly compelled to break up with some
precipitation. Without further deliberation, their march was upon this
directed, by the route of Gauht-Kerjy, or Gauht-Guertchy, immedi-
ately towards Agrah.

While theMoghaltroops,who had thusshamefully abandoned the fruit
of theirvictories, continued in the ueighborhood of Tchampaneir,Saltan
Bahauderdid not couceive it prudent to cross the Mehandery; which,
in this point, is described to lie at the distance of fifteen kdsse, or about
thirty miles, to the west-ward of that mountain-fortress. But the mo-
ment he understood that the Mirzas were actually on their march to-
wards Agrah, and became otherwise in some degree apprized of the vi-
sionary schemes which they had in contemplation, he passed that river
without further delay, and appeared soon afterwards, in great force,
under the walls of Tchampaneir. In these circumstances, notwith-
standing the natural strength of the place, and the abundance of his
resources both for subsistance and defence, Tereddy Beg also, regard-
ing only what concerned his personal safety, thought fit to abandon his
important charge; and withdrawing directly to Mandou, there cx-
plained at large to Homayin, what he had been able to discover of the
treasonable and disloyal designs of his unworthy relatives. With a
view to anticipate, if possible, that part of their design which had A-
grah for its object, Homayin proceeded by forced marches, in the
straightest course for Cheiteur; and, by a singular piece of good fortune,
which did full justice on this occasion to his conceptions, actually fell
in with this body of malcoptents in the neighborbood of that place.
Here, making a virtue of necessity, the misguided Mirzas sought the
presence of their imperial and much offended relative; and, contrary
to any thing that they had a right to expect, they experienced a very
gracious reception; all their guilty plans were consigned to oblivion;
and they were once more loaded with the bounties of a too generous
and.indulgent monarch. But there unhappily existed oth: r causes of
an untoward nature, which rendered the return of Homayin to the ca-
pital of the empire, at this period, indispensably necessary.
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Although the seditious and turbulent projects of Mahommed Zem-
maun Mirza had been, for the moment, effectually suppressed, as re-
lated 1n a former page, yet the persons employed, in obedience to the
royal mandate to deprive him of sight, had, it seems, performed the
operation with such culpable negligence, that his visual organs were
suffered to escape without the smallest injury ; and the same refrac-
tory and turbulent spirit, both in himself and in his son Olugh Mirza,
was destined to break outagain with fresh violence, about the crisis
under consideration. The continued absence of Homay{in from his
capital was, indeed, an opportunity of which they could not forbear
to avail themselves; and they accordingly proceeded once more, in a
certain 'urgunnah, or district, called Balegram, or Belegrem, to take
up arms agaiust his authority: after which, advancing to Kanouje, by
granting some sort of capitulation to the sons of Khossrou Koukel-
taush, who commanded for Homayin, they easily obtained immedi-
ate posscssion of that ancient city. To arrest the progress of this usur-
pation, Mirza Ilindal, w ho presided at Agrah in the absence of his im-
perial brother, hastened shortly afterwards; and crossing the Ganges
at the station of Belegram, just mentioned, brought the insurgents to
a battle, in which he is said to have defeated them. But his victory
could not have beenmaterially decisive,since they appearto have rallied
in a fuw days, and the reports of Ilomayin’s return being now very cur-
rently circulated, to have risked another action, in which they were
again defeated, with perhaps more decided effects; Mirza Hindal con-
ceiving he might be now permitted to repair with the intelligence of his
success to the presence of llomayin, by this time, probably, arrived in
the vicinity of his capital.

Not long after it became known, on the other hand, that Homaytn
was actually on his return towards Agrah, discovering that the fortress
ot Mandou had been left without any adequate means of defence,
Bhoupal Rii, of Beijagurr, appeared before that place, and was there
successively joined by Kader Shah, and Meiran Mahommed Farouky,
from Barhanpour. 1n the mean time, after remaining at Tchampaneir
for a period of about fourteen days, Siltan Bahauder, yielding to some
sudden and irresistible impulse, took his departure for Diu. For when
his good fortune seemed to have forsaken him in the early stages of
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his contest against the superior ascendancy of the house of Teymir,
the very means by which he sought to provide against disaster, served
in the event to complete his destruction. But to be more explicit,
we are informed that in the midst of his terrors at the victorious pro-
gress of the Moghls, the Siltan had formerly ventured to dispatch
a deputation, furnished with suitable presents, in order to solicit the
aid of the Portuguese viceroy, or captain general of the possessions of
that nation, on the western side of India; requestiug at the same time,
that he would come in person to his assistance. When, on the expul-
sion of Mirza Asskery and his subordinate officers from Gayerat, in
the shameful manner just described, Stltan Bahauder repaircd once
more to Diu, he found the Portuguese commanderaccordingly arrived
at that place, with a considerable body of troops and a very powertul
naval armament. Apprized, indeed, of the recent change in afTairs,
the European chief was easily led to suspect, that finding himsclt <c-
cure of the required aid,or, peradventure, that he was no longer in neei
of it, the Stiltan, when called upon to fulfil his part of the engrrements
between them, might be induced to practice some evasion.  1lc¢, there-
fore, sent a formal message to the Siiltan to acquaint him that, in com-
pliance with his request, he hiad brought himself thus far to s assist.
ance; and that as soon as he should be a little recovered from a fit of
illness, by which he was at present confined to his ship, he wouid not
fail to repair to his presence.

At once abandoning that prudent circumspection in which he was
otherwise by no means deficient, St itan Bahauder put himselt on board
a galley, in order to anticipate the visit of the Portuguese gcn-: ral; but,
he had no sooner reached the admiral’s vessel,ithan he becawe convin-
ced of the imposture, and he instantly sought, by endcavoring to make
for the shore, to retrieve his error. It was however too late. The
Portuguese were too keen-sighted towards the interests of their nation
not to perceive that,having so valuable a pledge in their hands, it would
be by no meansincompatible with the views of good policy, before they
permitted him to depart, to obtain from the Sdltan the cession of cer-
tain ports in Gijerat, which would be most essential to the security of
their possessions in that part of the world. The viceroy, therefore,
stepped before him, and affected to intreat one moment’s delay—not
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longer than wasnecessary for the selectionof some curiosity that might
be worthy of his acceptance as a mark of bis profound respect; but the
Shltan, desiring that the present might be seut after him, persisted in
making for the ship’s side. At this moment, the Portuguese Kauzy,
chancellor, secretary, or fiscal perhaps, interposed, and peremptorily
forbid his departure; on which, in a paroxysm of indignation, the Sdltan
drew Lis scimitar, and instantly clove him in twain. Through this re-
markable act of determined resolution, by which the by-standers were
probably electrified, he succeeded in forcing his way to his own galley.
The Porturuese armed vessels, however, which had hitherto lain wt
scine distance, now closing upon him from all sides, an unequal cou-
flict ensued; in the course of which, pereciving no other chance of es-
cape, the Stltan aud Roumy Khaun, both together threw themselves
ino thesca. Roumy Khaun, doubtless the same officer whom we have
already noticed in a former page, was fortunate enough to be taken up
by some of these to whom he happened to be known among the Por-
turuese squadron; but the Saltan sunk to rise nomore.  Thissingular
event is recorded to have taken place on the third day of Ramzaun, of
the ninc hundred and forty third ot the hidjerali;* a date whichisaccu-
rately preserved in the Persian characters comprized in the sentence,
¢ Ferenguian Bahauder kosh”—Portuguese, butchers of the hero—Ba-
hauder. 1t may, however, have occurred either con the third, the twen-
tieth, or even the thirtieth of Ramzaun; the first of which would cor-
respond, as we have noted, with the twelfth of February—the second
with the first, and the last with the tenth day, of March A. D. 1537.
There were, however, others who yet maintained that Saltan Ba-
hauder reached the shore in safety; since there prevailed repcated ru-
mours of hishaving been subsequently recognized,both in Gdjerat, and
in the Dekkan. In the latter country in particular, among some per-
sons exercising themselves at the game of Tchougan, or horse goff, Ni-
zam-ul-mlk is said to have discovered one whom he actually acknow-
ledged as Stiltan Bahaader,and whom he therefore caused to be honor-
ably accommodated in one of his own tents; but observing also that he
* The 12th of February, 1537. It would be curious to compare this statement with

what may appear on the records of the Portuguese government ; for such a fact could not
have occurred without particular notice,

A.H. 913,
A. D 1536 1587,

Abal Fazzel,



A.H, 948,
Au Do 1636'1587;

Abil Fazzel,

752

attracted the notice, perhaps the compassion of the mul{itude, his jea-
lousy became excited, and that very night the stranger disappeared; the
people not hesitating toattach to Nizam-ul-mdlk himself the suspicion
of having perfidiously made away with the unhappy wanderer. In
confirmation of his identity, it is further stated on the authority of Meir
Abaturaub,a person of the highest considerationamong the inhabitants
of Gujerat, that Moulla Katb-ud-dein a Shirauzian, who had been the
Stltan’s preceptor, was present in the Dekkan, and on the spot when
the discovery occurred which we have just had occasion to notice, and
subsequently attested most solemnly, thatthe person so discovered was
actually no other than Sdltan Bahauder himself; for that, at a pri-
vate interview, he had absolutely related to the minutest particular,
circumstances long past whichhad takenplacebetween themselves, and
could not possibly be known to any other human being. Neither, con-
cludes our author, is such an occurrence incompatible with the opera-
tions of God’s providence, although it might appear unaccountable to
the grossness of human comprehension; and, we may add, that the cir-
cumstance is by no means without example in the history of human
events, although we cannot comprehend, if the Siltan did actually es-
cape, why he should have avoided making himself known the moment
he reached the shore, unless indeed he remained alive in the hands of
the Portuguese.

But, to proceed with the narrative; after the unfortunate Siiltan Ba-
hauder had been thus, according to the general belief, buried in the
deep, Mahommed Zemmaun Mirza, of the race of Teymir, who had ol~
tained an asylum in Gujerat, immediately clad himself in blue, under
the pretence of mourning for the Sdltan; and having prevailed upon the
mother of thedeparted princetoadopt him for her son, proceeded, with-
out further ceremony, to appropriate to his own views a great part
of the public treasure of the kingdom. A considerable share fell, how-
ever, by some means or other, into the hands of the Portuguese, and
some was given up to plunder. At the same time, while Mahommed
Zemaun publicly affected to demand from the Portuguese government,
reparation for the inurder of the Sultan, he privately conveyed to that
government enormous sums of money; for the purpose of purchas’ 'g
their influence, in order to secure his nomination in the Khotbah. In
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this he finally succeeded, the said royal formulary being, for some days
at least, pronounced in his name in the Seffa mosque, some where in
this vicinity; and he was accordingly permitted, for a short time, to
indulge in his wretched propensities for licentious debauchery; but not
longer than Emmaud-ul-mulk could appear against him at the head of
an army, when he could pusillanimously submit to fly the country.
Subsequent to this he repaired, covered with shame and loss, to the
presence of Homayn; as will be again noticed in its proper place.

In the mean time, having dispatched these necessary illustrations,
the author resumes with becoming zeal the main and original subject
of his narration, to describe that HoM A YUN no sooner reached his ca-
pital of Agrah, than the insolent and rebellious chiefs in that quarter,
who had risen during his absence against the imperial authority, in
geueral, returned to their allegiance; rejoicing in the means of pardon
and protection afforded them, through the ready payment of every spe-
cies of contribution, which they were required to make good, without
delay, to the imperial exchequer. The whole of Homayun’s dominions
are now represented to have enjoyed, for a short time at least, a state of
profound peace and security—the frequent, if not the ordinary prelude
to some dreadful convulsion.

VYOL. III. 5 D
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CHAP. XIIIL

UCH, however, as he might have been satisfred with the internat
repose of his hereditary states, Homaytn appears to have been ill
atrest with regard to his designs against the neighboring powers; for he
had no sooner brought his own refractory vassals to a sense of their
duty, than his attention became earnestly devoted to prepare for ano-
ther expedition, in order to resume his conquests in the opulent pro-
vince of Glijerat, and to place them in the hands of men better qualified
for the functions of government, than those by whown they had been so
pusillanimously, or perfidiously, abandoned. But while in the crisis
of his preparations, he was very seasonably interraupted by intelligence
that Sheir Khaun, the celebrated Afghan, was again in arms against
his authority, in the provinces to the east-ward. This circumstance
revived, almost in spite of himself, the design which, previous to his
recent views on Gojerat, was in some degree of forwardness; namely,
that of proceeding to the reduction of Bengal. To that object, there-
fore, all his previous preparations were now ordered to be applied; and
it was finally determined to comprehend in the same plan, the expul-
sion of the ambitious Afghan, and the subjugation of the valuable terri-
tory on the lower Ganges. And here, in the terms in which it is given
by Abul Fazzel, we shall endeavor to condense the early history of this
able, warlike, and most successful adventurer.

Sheir Khaun then, whose original name was Fereid, appears to have
been the son of Hussun, the son of Ibrauhim Sherakhil, of the tribe of
Sour; a branch of those Afghans who inhabit some of the fertile vallies,
[Hazaurals] between the confines of India and the territories of the

Persian Empire.* This Ibrauhim pursued the humble occupation of

* According 1o Ferishtah, the proper country of the Afghaus is called Rouh, and ex-
tends along the Indus downwards, from Suwaud and Beijour, to Sehwy, depcndent on Buk-
kur, and from Hussun Abdal to Kabil, east and west. Subsequent to the introduction of
Isslaum, having settled at Patnah on the Ganges, they gradually acquired the appellation
of Patans.
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a dealer in horses, and generallv resided at a place called Shumlah, one’

of the dcpendencies on Narnoul.  His son [fussun, on arriving at the
age of discretion, forsook the employment of his father and devoted
himself to the profession of asoldicr; in which capacity he was longen-
gaged in the service of Rai Mul, the grandfather of RAi Saul, at the
period in which our author wrote, amnong the retainers of the Emperor
Akbar. Removing afterwards to the town of Jounah, subordinate to
Sahsaram, he was received into the service of Nusseir Khaun Lohauny,
an Ameir belonging to the court of Saltan Sekunder Lody. Here,
through his greatactivity and experience in affairs,hesoon distinguish-
ed himsclf beyond his equals; and passing, on the death of Nusseir
Kbaun,into the employ of his brother Doulut Khaun Lohauny, and.
subsequently,iuto that of the other feodatory chiefs attached to the au-
thority ot Saltan Sekunder, his fortune gradually advanced, and every
thing secmed to prosper with surprising uniformity ander his manage-
ment,

Iis son Fereid, however, the subject of our narrative, being of a very
headstrorg and vicious disposition, provoked his father’s displeasure,
and deserted him to engage in the scrvice of Saltan Jenneid Berlas,
Happening one day, together with two other Afghans, to be introduced
iu the train of his general to the presence of the Emperor Biber, that
discerning monarch no sooner cast his eye upon him, than he observed
toSultan Jeuncid,that the countenance of this Afghan, pointing to Fe-
reid, exhibited something so singularly indicative of a disposition to
engage in plans of turbulence and sedition, that he could not avoid
cautioning him to secure his person without delay ; at the same time,
recommending the two other Afghans to his protection, as worthy of
encouragement. From the manner in which the emperor eyed him,
suspecting that all was not safe, Fereid, before his general had time to
commit him to the custody of his guards, seized the opportunity to
abscond. Just at this crisis, his father Hlassun died, and he became,
by some means or other, possessed of the family property; after which,
taking up his abode not far from Sahsaram, in the forest of Jounah,
which is described as a district belonging to Rohtass on the Saone, he
there devoted himself without restraint, toevery species of robbery,and
outrage, against the unoffending inhabitants of the neighboring terrie
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tory. Ina short time he thus contrived to advance himself to a degree
of power far beyond any contemporary chief of his age and country; not
less through his singular sagacity, and address, than through the most
faithless and unprincipled proceedings. Of this latter complexion was
his conduct towards the unfortunate Stltan Bahauder, by whom a large
sum of money was remitted to him, on the express stipulation that
he was to march in person to his immediate assistance. Lnstead,.how-
ever, of performing his engagement, he contented himself with dis-
patching to the Sitltan some paltry apology to excuse his breach of pro-
mise, and kept the money to promote his own unhallowed views of ag-
grandizement. On the other hand, he persevered in his career of spo-
liation and outrage against thesurrounding townsand villages, withsuch
unwearied pertinacity and success, that he soon found himself at the
head of a very considerable body of troops, composed, however, of the
most licentious and disorderly profligates, thus brought together, by the
hope of unrestrained plunder and robbery, from every part of an ill- go-
verned country.*

While his affairs were in this successful train, the governor of Bahar,
an Ameir of the Lohauny tribe of Afghans, happened to demise; leaving
no person on the spot qualified to take charge of the province in his
room. Sheir Khaun, and his banditti, did not permit the opportunity
to escape them. They suddenly entered the country, and possessed
themselves of an incalculable booty, with which they returned in per-
fect security to their ordinary haunts. Not long afterwards he mnade an
unexpected attack upon Olidgh Mirza, who happened to be placed
within his reach, and, by his superior address, succeeded in obtaining a
complete victory over that chief. On his return from this last under-
taking he plundered Banares; and his resources both in men and money
having now prodigiously accumulated, he proceeded to take possession
of Patnah, and the whole of the adjoining territory. At Sourudj-gurr,
which is the boundary of Bengal in this quarter, he engaged aad de-
fealed the troops of the ruler of that province; in consequenceof which,
he established himself also in possession of a considerable part of the

* We must, nevertheles-, here observe that the history of Sheir Khaun is given by Fe-
rishtah, in terms infinitely more favorable to the renown of the illustrious Afghan ; and it is

very probable, that Abl Fazzel may have been too powerfully influenced in his account,
by his partiality for the house of Teymir,
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country in that direction. This produced, however, an arduous war
with Nusseib Shah the sovereign of Bengal, which continued with
various success for the period of a twelvemonth; great part of which
was, however, taken up with the siege of Gour, the ancient capital of
the province.

Among the extraordinary circumstances furnished in the story of this
successful adventurer,weare heretold thatbecoming apprized that there
lived in the service of the Rajah of Oudessiah, or Orissa, at the time,
an astrologer of singular skill in his profession, he sent to invite him 10
his camp, in order to consult him as to the issue of those ambitious
designs on which,doubtless at this period, his attention must have been
deeply and awfully engaged. The Rajah would not, it seems, permit
his astrologer to comply with the invitation; but the latter contrived,
nevertheless, to announce to Sheir Khaun by letter, that for the period
of a twelvemonth, he would not be able to accomplish his views on
Bengal. At the expiration of that period, however, the date of which
he expressly indicated, his ¢ fforts would be crowned with success, ad-
ding, moreover, that the event would be attended by a very singular
phenomenon; for on the very day of its accomplishment, the majestic
stream of the Ganges would be tordable for the space of one hour. All
wlhich came to pass precisely as had been foretold by the astrologer.
Aund it was at this stage of the history of Sheir Khaun, that the absence
of 1lomaytn on his distant expeditions into Gijerat and Malwabh, af-
tforded to the Afghan that opportunity ter the extension of his aspiring
views, of which he did not neglect to avail himself.

The attention of Homayun having, at all events, been seriously at-
tracted towards the provinces to the east-ward, by the alarming pro-
gress of this enterprising chief, and a resolution having been finally
adopted to employ his resources in that direction, he hastened to make
thenecessary arrangements for the security of the capital, previousto his
departure. Among these we find that the government of Dehly was
allotted to Meir Fakeir Ally, a person who had been employed in ap-
pointments of distinguished trust under his father; while that of Agrah
was conferred upon Meir Mahommed Bukhshy, an officer in his own
particular confidence. Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, his uncle’s son, was
destined to remain in charge of Kalpy, the territory of which had been,
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consigned to him in jagueir; Kanouje and his possessions in that quar-
ter were allotted to the care of Nour-ud-dein Mahomnmed Mirza, the
hushand of Glilrung Bcgum the sister of Homayfin, and father of Se-
leimah Stltan Begum, one of the wives of Akbar. These preliminaries
dispatched, Ilomaydn finally quitted Agrah at the head of his troops,
part proceeding by water, and part hy land; the Emp: ror himself occa-
sionallyembarking ontheriverJumna,and at othertimes mounting his
horse and taking his course through the adjoining territory along the
banks. He wasaccompanied, it may be worthy of remark, on this oc-
casion,byboth his brothers Asskery and Hindal Mirzas,and by the com-
manderswhose namesare here subjoined. Ibrauhim Beg T'chabouk, Ja-
hangueir Kily Beg, Khossrou Beg Koukeltaush, Tereddy Beg Khaun,
Kouje Beg, Tereddy, or perhaps Beirdy, Beg Etawah, Beyram Khaun,
Kaussem Hisseyne Khaun the Ouzbek, Boujek Beg, Zauhed Beg,
Doust Beg, Beg Meirck, Iladjy Mahommed Biba Kushkah, Yakoub
Beg, Nihaul Beg, Roushen Beg, Mnghdly Beg; and many other chicfs
of distinguished reputation, who will hereafter appear to have borne a

. part in the expedition, although it may not have been found expedicat

to notice them in this place,

When the army had thus descended to the vicinity of Tchunaudah,
or Chunir, where Sheir Khaun had, at present, established his head
-quarters, Mahommed Zemmaun Mirza, who, on his expulsion from
Gujerat, had obtained, through the intercession of Maussdmah Saltan
Begum his wife, the sister of 1lomayin, a promise of pardon, was per-
mitted after some humiliating formalities to approach the royal pre-
sence, and once more restored to favor. Sheir Khaun, on the other
band, when the actual approach of the Moghtls became known to him,
after having provided amply for the defence of Chunér, and consigned
it to the command ofhis son Kittib Khaun,with a competent garrison,
prudently quitted that fortress, and withdrew into Bengal; of which he
Was now it seems, in complete possession, together with incalculable
riches. Shortly afterwards Homaynencamped before Chunhr, of which
it was, immediately determined to undertake the reduction.

Roumy Khaun, whose character has been already under notice, hav-
ing quitted the service of Stltan Bahauder, after the fatal dispersion at
Mundsour, held at this period the post ot Meir Autesh, or master of
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ordnance, in that of Homaytn; and to him, from his acknowledged skill A. H. 943.945.

in the attack of fortified places, was entrusted the superintendance of A- P 15371638,
) . . Abul Fazzel,

the siege. Inashorter space of time than might have been expected,

this able officer, on a bridge of boats which he<hrew across the Ganges

for the purpose, completed a covered gallery of planks, so admirably

constructed as to confirm, in an eminent degree, the opinion which had

been conceived of his superior skill ; for, by means of this gallery, he

contrived to approach the walls of the place in such security, that a

great part of them was mined, and blown up, with a rapidity which

surpassed all calculation. In conscquence of this, Kattab Khaun, the

governor, made his escape, leaving his garrison, to the numnber of two

thousand men, to capitulate for their lives. The fortress was now sur-

rendered to the officers of Homayin; and that monarch, in conformity

with the pledge which had been given through the intercession of Rou-

my Khaun, seemed disposed to liberate the garrison with impunity:

but, Mieyud Beg Douldy, who had equal access to the roval presence,

under the sanction of a pretended order from the emperor, caused the

whole, without exception, immediately to lose their hands. For this.

foul blot brought upon the imperial clemeucy, he escaped with a severe

reprimand from Homayin; while Roumy Khaun, together with the

government of Chunar, which was conferred upon him as the present

reward of his servicesduring the siege, received the most honorable and

distinguished proofs of imperial favor,  lle fell, however, not long af-

terwards, a victim to the jealousy of rival courtiers; and was removed

from the scene by a dose of poison.

The success which attended his exertions in the reduetion of Chu-
par, encouraged Homayln to proceed without delay in his desigus
againstthe Bengal territory; and Nusseib Shah, the prince of that coun-
try, who had recentlyarrived in his camp severely wounded, and grieve
ously complaining of the injuries which he had sustained from the un-
just violence of the Afghan, did not a httle contribute te confirm him
in his resolution. In the mean time, he conferred the government of
Jounpour upon Ameir HindadBeg, one of his most distinguished no-
bles, and Beg Meirek, another experienced commander, was selected to
teke charge of the important station of Chunir. The imperial army
was then put in motion, proceeding, as before, partly by water, and,
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partly by land, down to Patnah. Here, some of the nobles most sin-

A.D.1537-1538. cerclv attached to the interests of their sovereign, ventured to represent

ALGl Fuzzel,

* to [Tomayn, that as the rainy season was actually arrived, it would be
advisable to postpone the further prosecution of the design against
Bengal, untilthe return of dry weather; since the country was knownto
beextremely unfavorable, if not totally impracticable, forthe operations
of cavalry, during the monsoon. NusseibShah, however, whose judg-
ment may be allowed to have been in no slight degree influenced by the
desire of speedv vengeance, unfortunately prevailed to the contrary;
employing the argument not less specious than solid, that the sooner
the Afghan was assailed in his usurpation, the less difficult it would
prove to dispossess him.  In compliance, therefore, with the importu-
n.ties of this provoked and injured man, the troops were directed to
continue their march.

At Bhaugulpour, it had been determined to separate the army into
two columns, Mirza Hindzal, with about six thousand men, bing here
detached across the Ganges, with instructions to proceed along the op-
posite, or left bank, of the river.  On his arrival at Mongueir, however,
information was communicated to Homayan, that Jullaul Khaun, the
son of Sheir Khaun, who, subsequent to the death of his father, assum-
ed the title of Isslaum, or Seleim Khaun, with Khowauss Khaun, Peir-
e-Mereid, Sermust Shaun, Heybet Khaun Niauzy, Pahaur Khaun, and
other Afghan officers, at the head of fifteen thousand men, had taken
post at the town of Gahdy, or Guhrry, which was considered the gate,
or key of Bengal, on that side, and seemed determined to maintain it
against all attack.

To comprehend the suhject more clearly, it may be necessary to ex-
plain that, on assuring himself of the actual approach of Homayn, far
from entertaining any design of directly opposing his march, Sheir
Khaun had resolved to withdraw into the hilly region of Tchaharkund,
in order, when the Moghiils should have entered Bengal, to return by
that route into Bahar ; where he would not only be able to find a place
of security for the spoil accumulated during his recent expeditions, but
to produce sufficient disturbance, and alarm, in the rear of theimperial
-army. He therefore left Jullaul Khaun, and the troops under his or-
ders, in the neighborhood of Guhrry; with instructious, when the Mo-
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glitls should have approached within a certain distance, and it should A.H. 845.
be announced that he himself had reached the station of Sheirpour, to :;,;)!'—Tl:’;—t-l’.
make the best of their way to join him at that station, without, on any .
consideration, exposing themselves to the risk of a conflict with the
imperialists.

Homayn having, however, advanced a body of nearly six thousand
men, from Bhaugulpour, under Ibrauhim Beg: Tchabouk, Jahangueir
Kuly Beg, Beyram Beg, and other commanders, and these troops hav-
ing, shortly afterwards, approached Guhriy, Jullaul Khaun, in total
disregard of his father’s instructions, suddenly attacked them in their
camp, with his whole force; and coming upen them, at the same time,
qr numbers and all the advantages of surprise, he appears
to have defeated them with the loss of several officers of distinction,
notwithstanding the most gallant exertions on the part of Beyram
Khaun, who repeatedly. rallied the Moghils, and broke through the-
squadrons of the enemy. This check is expressly ascribed to the ab-
sence of timely support, and to the defect of concert among the impe-
rial generals. But the result was no sooner made known to Homayun,
than he hastened in person to repair the mischief, although exposed
to cousiderable dang:r from the sinking of the yacht-which conveyed
him, near the village of Gohlgaum. The Afghan troops appear to have
now withdrawn without awaiting his approach, leaving the Moghil
monarch to prosecute his designs in this quarter, without interruption.
The districts of Tirhut and Pubrniah had,at hisownrequest, beenallot-
ted to Mirza Hindal, and that prince was at this crisis dismissed to
arrange the affairs of his new jagueir; with instructions, at the proper
period, to enter the province of Bengal from that side. ln the mean
time, Homayln continued to advance into the country, without fur-
ther resistance; and thus, in the course of the nine hundred and forty
fifth of the hidjerali,* was that productive and fertile province added to
the duminions of the house of Teymur.

On theotherhand, Sheir Khaunand his Afghans, carrying with them .
the best part of the treasures of the country, drew off through the ter-
ritory of Tchaharkund, and arrived without accident in the neighbor-.
hood af Rohtass; of which impregnablefortress this enterprising advens.

* Commencing 20th of May, A. D. 1538.
VOL. III, 5 E
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turer coutrived to obtain possession by the following stratagem—if
stratagem that may be called, which originated in the blackest perfidy,
Immediately on his arrival, he dispatched a message to Rajah Chinta-
man, a Brahmen, the independent governor of the fort, in which, after
reminding him of numerous favors formerly bestowed, he gave him to
understand that the hour of arduous emeigency had at last overtaken
him; and that he should venture to clain at his hands, what ought
never to be denved by the generous to the distressed, an asylum in Roh-
tass for the women and children of himself and his warlike followers;
a picce of service by which he would command his eternal friendship.
By these and a thousand other flattering professions, the simple and
unsuspecting Rajah permitted hims: If to be at last imposed upon; and
his arttul deceiver proceeded without delay to carry his perfidious plan
into execution. Having provided for the purpose six hundred covered
doulies, a species of litter well known in the east, he secretly placedin
each of these, two armed soldiers, and sent them thus concealed, with
the female attendants running as usual beside the litters, for admission
into the fort. As had been agreed upon, they were introduced without
suspicion,and having rendered themselves mmasters of the place without
much difficulty, an impregnable asylum was thus finally secured for the
families of the designing Afghan and his followers, which encounraged
him without disquiet, to prosecute his views of more extensive usurp-
ation. But the object to which his attention was earliest directed, was
to cut off all communication between the troops in Bengal, and their
resou.ces in Hindastaun; which he found it not difficult to accomplish,
by sending out detachments to seize the outlets through Bahar.
While Sheir Khaun thus contrived to establish an adiniruble basis
for the support of his operations, Homayun and his troops, equally de-
highted and intoxicated with the luxurious amcenities ot Bengal,* seem
to have forgotienall otherobjects in the gratification of theirvoluptuous
propensities. It was at such a period that, uniting with others of a
turbulent and ambitious spirit like his own, Mirza Hindal, against the
consentof hisroyalbrother,andin the very heightof the rainysrason. pro-
ceeded towards Agrah, which, in defiance of the most urgent intreaties
to the contrary,from ceurt, he reached in ashort time arterwards, There

* Like Haunibal aud his Carthaginians at Capua.
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he immediately entered, in private, on the maturation of those rash and
unprincipled schemes, on the sovereign power, that led to the fatal re-
sults which now soon followed in rapid succession. The opportunity
thus laid open to his view, was not neglected by Sheir Khaun, who
appeared immmediately before Banares; of which he obtained possession
with no great difficulty, putting the governor Meir Fuzzely to death
without ceremony. From thence he proceeded upwards, without de-
lay, towards Jounpour; the government of which, on the death of A-
meir Hindd B- g, had recently devolved to Biba Beg Jullieir, the father
of Shdhum Khaun. Neither did that chief neglect to employ all the
means within his reach, in order to strengthen the defences of the place
against the attack with which he was immediately threatened.

At this crisis it happened that Y aissuf Beg the son of Ibrauhim Beg
Tchabouk should have beenatJounpour,so faron his way from Oudeh,or
Oude, to join the army in Bengal; and it seemed to affurd to this young
soldier nosmall amusement toscourthecountryin different directions,
not less for the purposeof procuring intelligence, than of watchingforan
opportunity to distinguish himseltin a conflict with the enemy. Re-
gularly apprized of his proceedings, Sheir Khaun resolved to interrupt
them; and makiug a forced march, accordingly, at the head of two or
three thousand horse, rather uncx pectedly appeared in his view. Not-
withstanding the remoustrauces of his followers, on the rashness and
inutility of combating against a force so manifestly superior, Yissuf
Beg prepared to engage the Afghans the instant he saw them, and toge-
ther with many of his party, perished sword in hand in the unequal
conflict. On the day following, encouraged by this partial success, the
enemy no longer delayed the investiture of Jounpoar. The exertions
of the loyal governor for the defence of the place continued, however,
unabated; and dispatches had been transmitted, at the same time,to de-
mand relief from the Mirzasin Hinddstaun, and to acnounce his danger
to Homayun.

Alarmed by the reports which assailed him from every quarter, Merr
Fakeir Ally the governor of Dehly, hastened from thence to Agrah,
where all the arguments he could devise were employed to persuade
themisguided Mirza Hindalinto a just senseof his duty. And be,at last,
succeeded in prevailing upon him to cross to the oppusite bank of the
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Joun, or Jumna, engaging Mahommed Bukhshy the governorof Agrah,
at the same time, to furnish all the assistance 1n his power, in order
to enable the Mirza to proceed without delay to the relief of Jounpour.
Fakeir Ally hastened next towards Kalpy, in order to persuade Yadgaur
Nausser also of the immediate necessity of assembling the troops of his
jagueir, for the purpose of forming a junction with Mirza Hindal, at
Korah, or perhaps Kurrah, on the Ganges; from whence he proposed
that they should march with united force to raise thesiege of Jounpour.
Just, however, as matters had been thus far placed in train, Khossrou
Beg Koukeltaush, Hadjy Mahommed Biba Kushkah, Zauhed Beg,
and Mirza Nuzzer, with several other chiefs, whom the spirit of turbu-
lence and discontent had led to desert the army ia Bengal, suddenly
presented themselves to Mirza Nir-ud-dein Mahomined, who had, as
recently observed, been left in the government of Kanouje; and this
prince appears to havebeen easily prevailec upon towrite to Mirza Hin-
dal in theirbehalf, soliciting his intercession with Homayan {or the par-
don of these contumacious deserters.

Still actuated by hisambitious and disloyal views, Mirza Hindal im-
mediately dispatched, by an officer in his confidence, to announce to
Yadgaur Nausser-and Fakeir Ally, in terms which by no means indi-
cated disapprobation, the arrival of these Ameirs; who, on their part, in
expectation of his answer, took up their residence at Koul, or Koel, in
the Doaub, which was the jaguir, or fee, of Zauhed Beg. The mes-
senger of Mirza Hindal, apprized on his journey of their removal, pro-
ceeded immediately to that place, and there he received from these

.malcontents, an explicit avowal of their pernicious designs. Without

the smallest disguise they imformed him, that they no longer acknow-
ledged the authority of Homaytin; and they declared, that if Mirza
Hindal, as thcy were well aware he had it long in contemplation, would
at once openly assume the imperial diznity, they were ready to enrol
themselves under his standard, and would support him with a perse-
verance of zeal that should equal, if not surpass, his highest expectati-
ons. Otherwise, it was their determination to offer themselves to Mir-
za Kamraun, in the Punjaub; from whom, atall events, they expressed
their confidence of a reception equal to their most saug:nine hopes.
Mahommed Ghauzi Toghdi, who was the person eutrusted, on this
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occasion, with the message from Mirza Hindal, returned imm’aaiatcly
to his employer, and apprized him in secret with the resulfﬁf hi
interview. He acquainted his master at the same time, that in his
judgment he had the choice of two alternatives; either to accede to the
proposal of the malcontents, of investing himself with the imperial
authority,and to invite them at once to his court—or by such means as
could be devised to get these turbulent and refractory rebels into his
power, and consign them to the wholesome meditations of a prison.
Mirza Hindal, however, whose brain was still itching with the designs
of unhallowed ambition, rejoiced in the opportunity of securing to his
views, the resources of these disloyal men; and sending for them accor-
dingly, proceeded, by all the blandishments in his power, to conciliate
their attachment—being now determined to persevere inflexibly,in the
prosecution of his unjust and unnatural designs.

When, on the other hand, in the midst of his sensual indulgences,
Homayin became apprized of the loss of Banares, of the danger of
Jounpour,andthe districtsin thatquarter,and of the hostile proceedings
of his ungrateful brother, his first step was to dispatch the Sheikh Beh-
lowul, one of the most respectable of his class among the nations of
India, and eminently distinguished in the imperial favor,to Agrah; with
instructions to employ the influence ofage and experience, in order to
dissuade the misguided prince, if not yet too late, from the prosecution
of his absurd plans, and to point out to him the immediate and urgent
necessity of uniting, heart and hand, in opposing the usurpations, and
destroying the formidable power of the Afghans. Thus authorized,
the venerable Sheikh appeared, rather unexpectedly, in the neighbor-
hood of the station where Mirza Hindal had, for the present, established
his head quarters; and that prince proceeded to receive him with every
outward mark of respect and kindness. The prudentand well directed
counsels of this venerable personage had, at first, their just weight in
bringing the Mirza to relinquish his unjust pretensions, and to resolve,
once more, on carrying into execution the object of raising the siege of
Jounpour. On the following day, Mahoinmed Bukhshy the governor
of Agrah was sent for, and again required to furnish the necessary sup-
plies in money, cattle, stores, and equipments of every description; all
which he engaged to produce to the utmost extent of the demand,
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A.H.045. Wwith " exception, however, of the money, with which he alleged that
A-D. 1538, th;é‘sury was entirely unprovided.

Abtil Faszel, tters had not, however, proceeden in this train for more than four
or five days, when the sudden arrival of Ntr-ud-dein Mahommed from
Kanouje, by entering immediately into the views of the discontented
Ameirs, contributed afresh to reanimate the hopes, and to revive the
unwarrantable plans of the seditious. Accordingly, when Mahommed
Ghauzi Toghai, the agent of Mirza Hindal, presented himself again to
communicate with the Ameirs so often alluded to, they unanimously
recurred to their original opinions; and, as a pledge that his employer
had altogether, and unequivocally acceded to their terms, they now
demanded, with united voice, that Sheikh Behlowul, the venerable
personage already noticed, who had so officiously disconcerted all their
measures, should be publicly put to death; which would be to all the
world a final proof,that the Mirza had irrevocably abandoned the cause
of his royal brother,and enable them, with the greater confidence, to
devote themselves to the interests of the new sovereign.

The return of his agent on this occasion, determined Mirza Hindal,
in conjunction with Nir-ud-dein Mahommed, to proceed, without
further procrastination, in his inauspicious plans of usurpation. The
unfortunate Sheikh Behlowul, who was unsuspectingly engaged in for-
warding the equipment of the troops destined for the relief of Joun-
pour, was now dragged from his ahode in the city, and conveyed across
the Jumna, to the sands which lie at a short distance from the impe-
rial gardens; where the same Nir-ud-dein Mahommed, acting under
the instructions of Miiza Hindal, immediately caused him to lose his
head. Shortly afterwards, the malcontent Ameirs came to a personal
interview with Mirza Hindal, and,in an evil hour, proceeded to bestow
upon him the regalities of the Khotbah and sikkah; although this did
not pass without considerable resistauce in the bosom of his own fa-
mily. On the part of his mother, Dildaur Aghatcheh Begum, in par-
ticular, who received him in deep mourning on the occasion, as well
as on the part of the othcr princesses of the imperial family, the most
urgent remonstrances were employed, to disvuade him from the prose-
cution of his rash designs; all which he treated with disdain, alleging
that every thing made use of to oppose his wishes,did but fan the flame
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within his breast. Mahommed Bukhshy, also, ventured to egpostu-
late with him rather freely, on the unnatural perfidiousness o con-
duct,charging him in direct terms, with the murder of the inn nd
unoffending Sheikh,and with some species ofinconsistency, in sparing
a personage so comparativily unworthy of his forbearance as himself.
The prince, however, condescended to soothe the resentment of this
chief, and finally compelled him to attend his person, in the under-
taking for which he shortly afterwards put his troops in motion.
Yadgaur Nausser Mirza, on the other hand, as soon as he became
acquainted with these untoward and contumacious proceedings, hast-
ened immediately from Kalpy,and, accompanied by Ameir Fakeir Al-
ly, made the best of his way, by the route of Gwaliar, to the metropo-
lis of Debly; which he exerted his utmost zeal and activity, to place
without delay in the best possible state of defence. Mirza Ilindal
had reached Hamidpour, in the neighborhoed of Feyrouzabad, when
he discovered that his design had been anticipated by the diligence of
Yadgaur Nausser aud his associate; but,on consulting with his Ameirs,
he determined. nevertheless, on prosccuting his march towards Dehly;
which he accordingly invested a short tiine afterwards, being further
reinforced ou his way, by the greater part of the jagueirdaurs, or impe-
rial feudatories, in this quarter. Yadgaur Nausser and his collegue
on their part were, however, not the less determined to defend the
place to the last extrumity, adopting the precaution, at the same time,
of sending to Mirza Kamraun, to announce their situation, and to de-
mand his immediate presence; in order, if possible, to extinguish these
dangerous commotions. As these proceedings, on the part of his bro-
ther Hindal, did not cxactly accord with his own views, Mirza Kam-
raun obeyed the summons without the smallest delay; and it was, in.
deed, no sooner ascertained that he was arrived, on his march from La-
hour,at the town of Sunput,between Pauniput and Dehly, than Mirza
Hindal suddenly abandoned the siege,and withdrew towards Agrah.
On approaching the suburbs of Dehly, Mirza Kamraun was met by
Fakeir Ally, who prevailed upon him, without entering the town, to
continue his march, also, 1n the direction of Agrah; while the attention
of Yadgaur Nasser was cmployed as before, in providing for the de-
funce and loyalty of the city ot Delly. Far, however, from any in-
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tention,of remaining at Agrah under these circumstances, Mirza Hin-
dal, immediately on the approach of Mirza Kamraun, drew off towards
Alwafibut the latter prince, on his arrival at Agrah, making it his most
urgent request with his mother, the princess Dildaur Aghatcheh al-
ready mentioned, that she would prevail upon Hindal to return, her
maternal influence was so suceesstully employed, that she breught him
at last, with his kummerbund, or girdle, round his throat, that is to
say, under circumstances of the most degrading humiliation, to the
presence of his brother. Mirza Kamraun,on the day following, received
also the submission of the fugitive and rebellious Ameirs, to whom,
probably in the nameof their offended sovereign, be undertook to extend
the pledge of forgiveness. Not long afterwards, the whole proceeded,
now together, across the Jown; for the purpose, as they professed, of
co-operating, most zealously and cordially,in the measures.for defeating
thedangerous projects of the enterprisingandaspiring A fghan; but,being
led into perverted paths by the influence of an untoward and malignant
destiny, this was a consummation in which they were never permitted
to share.

It has already been shewn that that region of abundance, the rich
and fertile kingdom of Bengal had, by a course of events hitherto suf-
ficiently auspicious, been brought to submit, almost without resistance,
to the authority of Homayin; and it now appcars that that monarch
had (ixed his residence in the ancient capital of the country—the great
lords of his court being, at the same time, remunerated for their servi-
ces, by magnificent dotations in jagueir ia ditferent parts of the king-
dom. Instead, however, of devoting some part of their attention to
provide for the security of their newly acquired p.ssessions, the facul.
tiesof these pampered plunderers appear to have been entirely absorbed
1n laying up materials for the indulgence of their sensual,and luxurious
propensities. Hence originated that total neglect in every department
of government,which afforded, to the restless and turbulent spirits ever
on the watch in all countries, an opportunity to spread confusion and
alarm; and things were rapidly approaching that point, at which the.
slumbering mischief, awakening in full strength, must inevitably have
produced the most fatal consequences. Intelligence that could be re-
lied upon had not, indeed for. a long time, reached the head-quarters of
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Homaytn, and such slight intimations of the danger as became known
to 1ndividuals in attendance oun his person, no one was found bold
enough to announce to him; the impression on the minds of pbeing
unfortunately of that nature, that no unpleasant communications must
be permitted to disturb the now infatuated monarch, in his delirium of
sensual enjoyment.®

By degrees, however, the refractory proceedings in the neighborhood
of the Jumna, became so notorious, that some of his officers, more de-
voted to the substantial welfare of their sovereign than swayed by the
considerations of personal convenience, ventured at last to disclose the
truth to Homaytin. Roused at once to a sense of his situation, the
monarch instantly convoked his Ameirs, and announced his intention
of returning without delay towards Agrah; although the whole country
was at this moment in a state of inundation, and the season entirely ad-
verse to the movements of troops in any direction. But, when the sta-
bility of his power was at a stake, all physical obstacles seemed to va-
nish from the contemplation of Homayéin. Itbecame, however, expe-
dient, as a preliminary step, to select some person, in whose valour and
fidelity he could confide, to undertake in his behalf the government of
Bengaul; and his choice fell upon the Zauhed Beg, who has been already
mentioned among the malcontent Ameirs at Agrah. But as this man,
unmindful of the fame acquired in a long continued course of faithful
service, pusillanimously abandoned his trust, and fled over to the
standard of Mirza Hindal, the post was necessarily transferred, with a
division of troops competent to the support of his authority, to Jahan-
gueir Kuly Beg: after which Homayin, in the very heart of the rainy
season, proceeded on his return to the metropolis of the empire.

When, on the other hand, reports were conveyed to Sheir Khaun,
that the imperial army was in motion from Bengal, and that the princes
had quitted Agrah, with the professed design of arresting his progress,
that chief abandoned the siege of Jounpour without ceremony, and
immediately withdrew towards Rohtass ; his resolution being already
formed to avoid an action with the Moghtls, and to re-enter Bengul,
exactly by the same road by which he had quitted it, that of Tchar-
kund. The arrangements of this able commander were, at the samne
® It may be proper to observe, that be was, at this period, in the thirty first year of his age.
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time, concerted withsuchadmirable skill, astobeeasily altered aecord-
ing to circumstances, should any thing occur during the march of the
imperial army, on its return, to render such alteration advisable; and.
thus we find him ultimately hanging upon the rear of that army, watch.
ing his opportunity to attack it under cover of the night, and when.
least prepared to resistance. He acquired, however, additional con-
fidence when, on its arrival at Purtuhn, probably Patnah, he discover-
ed the utter inferiority of the force with Homayin, and its deplorable
deficiency in equipments ; and he accordingly ventured without fur-
ther hesitation, at the head of an army equally formidable in point of
numbers and efficiency, to press nearer upon the Moghils, eagerly ex-
ploring on every side for that advantage of which he was prepared to
avail himself.

In these circumstances, no one having been able to ascertain with
any degree of precision, either the situation, force, or designs, of the
enemy, Eben Ally Kurawel Beggy, the captain of the scouts, under-
took the execution of this important service; and having succeeded in
making the necessary discoveries, hastened, through the medium of
Mirza Mahommed Zemmaun, to convey the result to Homayun.
When, therefore, the fact became known to the impetuous and ardent
young monarch, that the insolent Afghan was so close upon him, his
indignation was excited in no ordinary degree ; and although the im-
perial troops had already crossed the Ganges, as it should seem to the
left bank, in full march towards Agrah ; although the most pressing
arguments were employed to dissuade him from such a step, under
such disadvantages of force and equipment—when his cavalry were in
a state of inefficiency, entirely worn down with the exertions of such
a march, through a country so completely under water—he resolved
on crossing the river, to the right or southern bank, and. on giving bat-
tle to the enemy.

Here weare called upon to remark, and the experience of ages has,
it is alleged, furnished repeated example, that when the ministers of
destiny have been charged, by an inscrutable providence, to implant
in the breast of some favored mortal, that spark of celestial energy
which is to exalt him above the ordinary lot of humanity, the trials of
adversity are also strown in his path, in order to bring to the proof the
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jntrinsic worth, the unsullied brilliance, of the inestimable gem to be
displayed in his character. And hence, when the manifestation of
that star, which had .been transmitted through successive generations
from the bosom of the illustrious Katchily Bahauder, was at hand, it
ought not to be considered extraordinary if some calamitous reverses
should precede in the fortune of Homayiin; who was thus impelled,
contrary to the urgent solicitations of his nobles, to engage in a con-
flict of incalculable hazard, and inadcquate object, with the impure
and perfidious Afghans.

At the station of Yohssah, then, a dependency on the subordinate
government of Bhoujepour, Homay un placed himself directly in front
of his pursuers ; but, as the two armies were still separated by a black
and turbid stream, here called the Keinaus, or Keneinauss, supposed
the Karamnuassa river, the imperial troops proceeded to throw a bridge
across, by which they passed to the opposite side. Hostilities imme-
diatcly commenced between the advanced detachments of the two
powers; in which, notwithstanding their disparity of force, and the
deplorable deficiency of their cquipments, the advantage is alleged to
have uniformly rested with the Moghils, with considerable loss to the
Afghans. The contest being, however, protracted beyond his utinost
expectations, and lis ungratetul brothers, with resources at command
abundantly adequate to that, or any other object, permitting them-
selves to be withheld by views of perverted ambition, from repairing
to his relief, the affairs of Ilomayin underwent, at last, a most unfa-
vorable and alarming change. In the mean time, Sheir Khaun, whose
address was not inferior to his courage, did not omit, at convenient
intervals, to dispatch his agents to the camp of the Moghils, for the
purposc, as he pretended, of soliciting an accommodation; while at
others he continued to exhibit every proof of the most inveterate hosti-
lity: until, by the execution of a stratagem which refl-cts the highest
credit upon his military skill, he at length completely succeeded in lay-
ing asleep the vigilance of his imperial autagonist. For, leaving a part
of his foot, and the lowest description of his troops, with fire arms and
rockets, in front of Homaylu’s advanced posts, in order to nccupy the
attention of the enemy, he suddenly retired with the main body of his
army, two marches to the rear; and the Moghiils, already sutliciently
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elated with their advantage in the recent conflicts, and little suspecting
the crafty design of the Afghan, proceeded to repose themselves in their
encampment, in a state of the most fatal security.

As might have been foreseen, one night when the eharge of watching-
over the general safety of the camp rested with Mahommed Zemmaun.
Mirza, so often referred to in these pages, that commeander aequitted
himself of the important trust with such culpable and shameful negli-
gence, as furnished to the adventurous Afghan the opportunity which.
he so anxiously courted. Sheir Khaun, who had never for a moment
lost sight of his object, after marching the whole of the preceding night,
most unexpectedly presented himself at dawn of day in the rear of the
imperial encampment; and having divided his troops into three col-
umus, one led by himself, and the other two by his sons Jullaul Khaun,
and Khowauss Khaun, respectively, the whole poured in amongst
them, before the Moghils could saddle their horses, buckle on their
armour, or place themselves in any shape, in a posture of defeuce.
Homayun, lostin astonishment at this fatal effect of the remissness of
his generals, had mounted his horse in the appalling certainty that the
evil was beyond redemption, when. three of his mest faithful followers,
Babai Jullaeir, Tereddy Beg, and Kouje Beg, threw themselves in his
way; and his only request was that they would hasten, if possible, to
bring off the princess Hadjy Begum. They found the tents of the prin-
cess, however, already surrounded by the enemy; and they all three of
them gallantly perished sword in hand, in their effort to execute the
orders of their sovereign—together with Meir Pehlewaun Buddukhshy
and many others, who nobly sacrificed theirlives in the same attempt.

The crisis was indeed pressing in the extreme; but the exertions of a
trembling female were unequal to the attempt of breaking through the
circle of armed barbarians, which enclosed her tent; and she was there-
fore consigned to the prmeétion of that providence, which, in the hour
of danger, was never known to withdraw its watchful care over the des-
tiny of this illustrious family. On the present occasion, it was happily
so ordained, that not even the breath of bostile violence was permitted
to intrude itself within the precincts of the sacred sanctuary of the ha-
ram. In fict, the national respect for female modesty so universal in.
the East, was not, in the moment of victory, forgotten by the warlike
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chief of these ferocious plunderers. The most scrupulous decoram was
observed towards his illustrious captive, the instant he found that she
was in his power; and he not only shrouded her from the gaze of vulgar
curiosity, but caused her to be finally conducted to a place of safety,
with every mark of respect due to her sex and dignity, and to the cha-
racter of her imperial consort.

In the mean time, Homayiin had made for the river side; but here a
fresh misfortune awaited him, in the destruction of the bridge, and he
perceived no alternative of escape but by plunging on horseback into
the stream. In the struggle it was his lot to be soon dismounted; but
Liis better destiny interposing for the present in the shape of a Sukka, or
common water-carrier, he at last succeeded, through his assistance, in
swimming safe to the opposite bank. Finding himself once more safe
on terra firma, he naturally enough enquired of the man who had been
so instrumental to his deliverance from a watery grave, what name he
bore; and being told in answer that it was plain Nizaum, the monarch
observed in reply, that to him indeed in every sense of the word, he had
proved himselt a Nizaum-ul-awlya, which was the name of a Mahom-
medan Saint, of great celebrity in his days; and in the enthusiasm of his
grateful feelings, he promised his deliverer on the spot, that if ever it
was his fortune to be restored once more in safety to his throne, to put
bim for half a day in actual possession of the savereign dignity, toge-
ther with all its honors and advantages.

The fearful discomfiture, of which theabove isbut a briefand imper-

fect description, is here recorded to have taken place at the passage of

Yossah, or Joussah, on the banks of the river Ganges, [in a preceding
part it is however said to have been the Karamnassa], on the ninth day
of the month of Suffur, of the nine hundred and forty sixth ofthe hid-.
jerah. Among those who perished on the occasion, we find the name
of Mirza Mahommed Zemmaun, to whose culpable remissness in the
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first instance, may be very justly ascribed the disastrous termination of -

this eventful day; and with him fell many. other Ameirs of the highest
distinction in every. class, together with some thousands of the very
flower of the Moghul troops.

Accompanied, on the other hand, by his brother Mirza Asskery, and i
* 26th of June, 1539, .
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A.H.046. averyslender retinue, Homaytn fled with all the celerity of which he

A.D 1539, .5 capable towards Agrah; where he fortunately arrived a short time

AbGl Fazzel. afterwards, without turther accident. Here, with at least all outward
demonstration of respect and duty, he was immediately visited bv Mir-
za Kamraun; and, at the expiration of a few days, Mirza Hindal from
Alwer also, having contrived, through the interposition of Kamraun,
and of his mother, to secure a favorable reception, repaired to the pre-
sence of his brother, and expericnced from him, considering the agera-
vated nature of his offences, a forgiveness and a generosity,almost with-
outexample. In the meantime, Homay in’s attention was most anxi-
ously devoted to hasten those arrangements by which he hoped to
avenge and repair the disgrace and loss of the recent disasters; which
originated, indeed, in no small degree, in gross mismanagement, and de-
fect of all concert among the principal teodatories of his government.
To aid him, however, in the prosecution of his honorable design, he
was now joined in rapid succession, by numerous Ameirs from all parts
of the Empire, with their respective contingents of troops.

One day while employed at this crisis in giving dispatch to the affairs
of his government, it has been considered of sufficient importance to
relate, that the poor waterman, to whom he was so materially indebted
for the preservation of his life, ventured to present himself before the
throne of Homayn, in order to claim the fulfilment of his promise.
Strictly faithful to his engagement, the generous monarch no sooner re-
cognized his deliverer, than he descended trom his throne without the
smallest hesitation; and causing him to take his place, for the space of
half a day precisely, permitted him to exercise without controul the
various functions of sovereign power—secveral decrees and ordinances
which he undertook to circulate during this period of ephemeral au-
thority, being carried into execution with the most scrupulous punctu-
ality. What was, however, of far more solid advantage to the man, he
was forthwith elevated to permanent rank and distinction, and both
himself and all related to him, placed in a state of independence and af-
fluence, so as to be perfectly secure against the pressure of every fu-
ture want.

This singular incident, however otherwise.unimportant in its bear-
ings, is described to have occasioned some serious expostulations from
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Mirza Kamraun, and afforded a convenient pretext for that spirit of A.H. 946.

to encourage against the authority of his royal brother.

But while these proceedings were going®on at Agrah, the able and
warlike Afghan did not suffer his energies to slumber over the contem-
plation of his signal victory at Y oussah; on the contrary, he determined
to avail himself without delay, of the opportunity thus gained, to re-
possess himself of the kingdow of Bengal. For this purpose he marched
immediately to the frontier of Bahar in that dircction, and there en-
camped; detaching his son Jullaul Khaun, at the head of a competent
force, in order to make himself master of that much envied territory.
Jahangueir Kuly Beg, who had been left, as we have recently seen, in
charge of the province, is described to have acquitted himself, for some
time, with considerable resolution in defence of his goversment ; but
being feebly, and very inadequately, supported in his exertions by the
several jaguirdaurs, who were not to be weaned from their lusrious
indulgences, he was finally compelled to relinquish all contest in the
field. He then took protection with some ot the Zemindaurs, or native
chiefs; but being prevailed upon to accept of an unauthorized, or insi-
dious, treaty with the Afghans, he was shortly afterwards cut off, to-
gether with a great number of those who had continued to adhere to
his fortune. Thus again master of Bengal, Sheir Khaun led his victo-
rious troops next to the reduction of Jounpour, and thedistricts in that
neighborbood; all which appear to have now submitted tohis authority
without material resistance. Acquisitions so rapidly obtained did not
contributetoabridgetheambitious viewsof the Afghan;and his younger
son Kuttab Khaun was detached, shortly afterwards, with an indis-
criminate, and perhaps irregular banditti, towards Kalpy and Etawah;
which extended in fact, the baleful mischiefs of treason and revolt, to
within sixty miles of the walls of Agrah.

As soon, however, as.intelligence of this last daring intrusion was an.-

nounced to Homay(n, a respectable force was dispatched without loss
of time, under Yadgaur Nausser Mirza,and Kaussem Hasseyne Khaun
the Ouzbek,whose jagueirs lay in that quarter, together with Eskunder

Siltaun, who had undegguken the management of some of the tenures.
annexed to Kalpy, in behalf of Mirza Kamraun, to repel the invaders..
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discontent and disaffection, which he was already sufficiently disposed X;:
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A.H.04¢ Inabattle,towhichhe was immediatelybroughtbythesedistinguished
A‘:‘ﬁn'.‘“"‘ commanders, Kuttab Khaun was killed, and the force under his orders
tFazzel. o ther destroyed, or for the present entirely dispersed, Homayiin con-
tinued, in the mean time, at Agrah, unremittingly employed in resto-
ring and completing the equipments of his army; and not less in an un-
availing endeavor to fix the wavering attachinent of his brothers, and
other relatives, by bringing them to a just sense of their real and mutu-
al interests. In this respect, neither advice nor expostulation seems
to have produced any impression upon the perverted and refractory
spirit of Mirza Kamraun; although the dangerous crisis in which they
stood, so obviously indicated the necessity of extinguishing every spark
of private animosity, and of uniting together the resources of the whole
family, in order to defeat the formidable projects of the common enemy.
Of ihe perfect competency of this prince’s cordial support at such a
crisis, to fulfil, to their utmost extent, the just expectations of his bro-
ther, gfpere could exist but little doubt, since he had with him on the
spot, not much less than twenty thousand hardy and well disciplined
veterans; and the slightest sense of gratitude towards that brother, who
had loaded him with favors; who had put him in possession of the noble
territory from Kabil and the land of Dawer on the Indus, on the west,
to Samaunah eastward; and who had otherwise distinguished him by a
thousand proofs of regard and liberality, should have taught him that
he was not to Qe forsaken in this his hour of peril and dire necessity.
Butthe conclusionsof ambition are not, it seems, to be estimated by the
ordinary feelings of mankind. Mirza Kamraun, equally unmindful of
the ties-of grasitude, of the suggestions of natural affection, and of the
dictates-of-common policy, chose to abandon his nohle brother to his
fate. .And when Homayin condescended to intreat, it he were himself
not dispesed-to share in the hazards of the impending contest, that at
leasthe would leave a part of the force in his pay, to aid in repressing the
already overgrow n usurpationsofthe Afghans,hecontinueddeaftoevery
solicitation; and,availing himself of some slight pretext of illness,he de-
terinined on withdrawing into the Punjaub—first ot alidispatching the
greater part of the troops in his service, under the care of Khoujah Kul-
lan B«g, towards Lahour Nay, more than ghis, he is accused of the
still more perfidious design of holding out the example of defection, ia
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the hope that it might be extensively followed throughout his brother’s
army. leshortly afterwards quitted Agrah aliogerher, and proceeded
also towards Lahour; conceiving that he made a sufficient sacrifice in
leaving a division ot three thousand men, from the large force at his
disposal, under the orders of Mirza Abdullah the Moghl, and this from
the premises we were not exactly prepared to expect, to support the
cause of his family at the very crisis of its destiny.

With Mirza Heyder, the son of Mahommed Hisseyne Garekan and
uncle’s son of the late emperor, who had recently accompanied Mirza
Kamraun to the metropolis, Homay(n was, however, more successful
in his remonstrances ; for when, under his pretext of ill health Kamraun
importuned this chieftain tb return with him into the Punjaub, and the
latter indicated, in consequence, to Ilomayin, an inclination to com-
ply, the monarch very reasonably urged, that if he calculated on the
ties of consanguinity, the claims were exactly equal between them; if
on theordinary tiesof friendship, he could easily prove that the'stronger
were on his side—but if the pursuit of honorable fame was his object,
there could not be the smallest demur, and he would not hesitate to re-
main where he must be immediately employed against the inveterate
enemy of his race. * With regard to the plea of illness,” observed Ho-
mavan, ¢ thou art neither a physician nor a judge of medicines, that
¢t thou shouldst be required to attend my brother; and as to his concep-
¢ tion that he will find in Lahour a place of safety, it# a most palpable
¢ and dangerous mistake. For if any misfortune should be the result
¢ of his unmanly and impolitic desertion in the present instance, he will
s discovertohis cost, that there carnot remainforhim,within the whole
«¢ circumference of Hindastaun, the smallest chance of security. You
¢ will, in truth,” continued Homayfn, ¢ have nothing left but a choice
¢ of evils; for should victory declare in my favor, with what counten-
‘“ance,or with what grace, would you be able to meet the intelligence?
¢ To judge from myself I should conceive that the remorse and shame
¢ would be so overwhelming, as to rivet your eyes forever to the earth.
“ Butshould defeat and disaster bemydestiny,[which Heaven forbid!]
‘¢ in the honorable conflict in which I am about to be engaged, mostde-
* plorably do you decaive yourselves, if you calculate that you will be

‘¢ permitted to continue ynmolested at Lahour; and they are the very
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¢« hagest of flatterers who have disguised the truth, and persuaded Mir-
¢t za Kamraun to be of that opinion.” In short, under the guidance of
a better destiny, Mirza Heyder, instead of suffering himself to be won
by the solicitations, or misled by the example, of Mirza Kamraun,chose
the more honorable course of sharing the fortune of Homayn.

Here, in a strain not unusual with him, ourauthorsuspends the nar-
rative to remark, that when the ministers of a mysterious destiny have
been employed to produce some stupendous change in the affairs of this
world, and the consummation may happen to clash with the narrow
views and expectations of man, so far from furnishing any cause of in-
decent, or presumptuous complaint, it should the rather excite a senti-
ment of awful gratitude and admiration; anﬁ in this light he conceives,
that we ought to consider the deplorable disunion which, at such a cri-
sis, an Almighty providence permitted to prevail between relatives, in
other respects, so nobly and worthily disposed. Neither in this view
will it appear extraordinary that, regardless of the manifest superiovity
of the enemy’s force, Homayn, borne away by an ardent spirit, and his
native intrepidity of mind, should, as we are about to shew, have been
impelled to commit himself in a contest against such tormidable odds.

Dispensing,however,with preliminary movements, the historian con-
veys us at once, with FHlomayln and his army, to the station of Bhouje-
pour onthe Ganges; Sheir Khaun,with a very numerous force,encamp-
ing, shortly afterhis arrival, on the opposite bank of the river, for the
purpose of disputing the passage with the Moghuls. Homayn, on his
part, notwithstanding the evident disparity of number which was to
sustain him in the undertaking, determined nevertheless to attempt the
passage; and for that purpose, in a few days, a bridge was accordingly
completed and thrown across the river. In these circumstances, ei-
ther to divert the attention of the enemy from the head of the bridge, or
for some cther ohject which is not explained, about one hundred and
fifiy of the imperial cavalry,distinguished for their courage andactivity,
after disencumbering their horses of their saddles and caparisons, at
once plunged into the stream of the Ganges, and swam sword in hand
to the opposite shore.

After having, with considerable slaughter, Beaten back the enemy
emnployed to oppose their landing, and otherwise exhibited the most
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were drawing off for the purpose of resuming their station with the
main body of the imperial army, and had already reached the head of
the Lridge,when the Afzhans, who had by<his time rallied in superior
force, sct on a trained elephant, one of those which had fallen into their
hands on the tatal discomfiture at Joussah, to dismantle, or destroy, the
bridge. The piles, or perhaps the fastenings, wiich s-cured it to the
Lank of theriver, were accordingly soon destroyed by the efforts of this
stupendous animal; but the moment this had been effected, a cannon
shot from the Moghil troops on the opposite bank, at once shattered
the legs of the elephant, and dispersed the enemy; so that this adven-
turous band was permittedsto make good its retreat without further in-
terruption.  The design of crossing the Ganges at this point, appears,
however, to have been thus defeated, since we find the imperial army

now procecding by slow and cautious marches, along the same bank of

the river towards Kanouje; one of the largest of the enemy’s vessels on
the river, which had probably attempted to annoy the troops in their
proaress, being sunk by the Moghul artillery.

Subsequent to this, for the period of more than a month, the neigh-
borhood of Kanouje became the scene or frequent conflicts, between
deteched partics of the contending armies, without any thing that could
lead to decisive advantage on either side; but, at the termination of that
period,a circumstance occurred whichgreatly contributed toaccelerate
the final catastrophe.

Mahommed Siiltan Mirza,being the grandson, by a daughter, of Sal-
tan [Tdsseyne Mirza prince of Khorassaun, could boast his descent in
a direct line from the invincible Teymiir; and he had accordingly risen
to the highestdistinctions, in the service of thewarlike and royal Baber.
On the demise of that monarch he had, as we have already noticed on
a former occasion, availed himself of the opportunity to take up arms
agaiust the authority of I[fomaydin; but,as should everbethelot of those
who violate the obligations of gratitude, having been defeated in his de-
sign, he threw himself on the mercy of his benefactor, was generously
forgiven, and restored to favor, in as great a degree as if his loyalty had
never been impeached. Being, however, by nature, of a discontented,
refractory, and inconstant disposition, the crisis of danger in which the
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government of Homayln now stood, was too appalling for the wavering
and uncertain character of such a man; and he accordingly embraced:
an early opportunity to forsake the cause of his prince, and together
with his two sons, Oliigh Mirza and Shah Mirza, absconded from the
imperial encampment.

The example operated with the most pernicious effect on the troops
of Homayin,since it immediately produced an alarming desertion; par-
ticularly among such as a happier destiny had not ordained for nobler
purposes. In this dilemma, Homayda, conceiving that any further de-
lay might be attended with consequences the most fatal, and that he
might be left to combat for victory without an army, determined at all
hazards to cross the Ganges, and at once giwbattle to the enemy. For
this purpose therefore, or at all events, to place some obstacle in the
way of this disgraceful desertion, he threw a bridge across, and passed
immediately to the opposite, or left, bank of the river; without, howev-
er, neglecting to intrench his camp, and to distribute his artillery on
such points,as would be most useful to frustrate any sudden attempt
on the part of the Afghans. Shortly afterwards, Sheir Khaun’s troops
made their appearance in great forcedirectly in tront, adopting the same
precaution of covering their camp with intrenchments; and a series of
skirmishes daily ensued, such as must be expected unavoidably to oc-
cur, between the advanced parties of two hostile armies, so closely ap-
proximated to each other.

The sun was now ahout to enter the tropic of Cancer, and the peri-
odical rains had commenced with their usual violence. Unfortunately,
the spot which had been chosen for the imperial encampment was so
situated, as, in a short time, to be under water troin end to end; and it
became indispensahly necessary to chunge the position of the troops,
without a moment’s delay, to some more elevated ground, where they
might be relieved from the effects of the inundation. A more conveni-
ent spet was accordingly deterinined upon, and arrangements were
made for offering battle to the enemy,on the fullowing moruning,should
he appear disposed to quit his intrenchments, in order to distuib the
operation; otherwise, it was directed that the ariny should proceed to
take upits ground in the new position.  OQun the tenth day of Mohur-
rim of the nine hundred and forty scven b of the hidjerah,® early in the

* 16th of May, 1540,
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morning, Homaytn, accordingly, drew out his troops in order of battle; A.H. 947,

hiscannonand mortars,underthesuperintendanceof Mahommed K haun
a Turkish officer, aided by the sons of Ally Kily, together with Hus-
sun Kholfaut,and Oustaud Ahmed,another Turk, being disposed along
the front, and chained together, according to the then established prac-
tice. The Emperor in person took post in the centre of the main body;
Mirza Hindal was advanced immediately in front of the centre; Mirza
Asskery commanded the right, and Yadgaur Nausser Mirza assuined
the direction of the left wing. In the Taiikh Reshidy, a work com-
posed by himselt, Mirza Heyder, to whom we have recently had occa-
sion to advert, is stated to describe that in his order ot battle, Homay-
@n placed him immediately on the left of the imperial station in the
centre; so that the right of the division under his orders was in direct
contact with the left of the division under the personal command of
the Lmperor: but the rference is here particulaily introduced for the
purpose of recording, that there were numbcred, on this day, not less
than twenty.seven Ameirs, with standards, between Mirza Heyder’s
division and the extreme of the left wing.

W hatever might have becn the general expectation, Sheir Khaun
appeared but httle disposed, on this occasion, to conceal himself be-
hind his intrenchments ; on the contrarv, he drew out immediately,
forming his troops into five distinct divisions—one of which, the least
in apparent strength, he posted just without the entrance of his camp.
Three others advanced immediately upon the Moghls; the fifth re-
maining, to he employed as occasion nnight require, under his own or-
ders.  Of the three divisions which led into action, that under Jullaul
Khaun, and Sermust Khaun, composed for the greater part of the Ni-
auzy tribe, approached the vanguard of the the centre, under Mirza
Hindal. Another division, formed of the tribe of Gurrerauny, under
Mibaurez Khaun, Bahauder Khaun, and Raey Hisseyne Jelwauny,
drew up, in front of the left under Yadgaur Nausser Mirza ; while the
third, led on by Khowauss Khaun, opposed itself to Mirza Asskery
and the right wing of the imperial army.

The action commenced with extraordinary fury, between Mirza
Hiudal and the troops under Jullaul Khaun, the latter being thrown
from his horse in the course of the conflict, The left wing under Yad-
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gaur Nausser, successfully repulsed the division in its front, and drove
the troops of which it was composed, ip confusion upon their own
centre.  But the experienced Afghan chief, perceiving the danger, and
instantly leading his own division into battle; while Khowauss Khaun,
with his division, fell furiously on the right wing of the Moghtils un-
der Mirza Asskery, the greater part of the Ameirs in that wing, un-
accountably gave way, without striking a single stroke. At this ap-
palling crisis, forgetting the ordinary maxims of prudence in the mag-
nitude of the danger, and although it might be considered inconsist-
ent with the majesty of the throne to mingle iu the confusion of an
indiscriminate attack, Homavun twice desperately charged iuto the
very thickestof the enemy’s squadrons, and on each occasion, had his
spear shivercd to pieces in his hands.

But the individual prowess of the generous IlTomayiin, however
conspicuously «xcrted, was insuflicient to balance the failure of sup-
port on the part of his brothers, and the no lss basc and shame tul de-
reliction of duty on the part of his Ameirs; inasmuch as the etlfects of
human courage must always be unavailing against the fied and unecr-
ring decrees ot an over-ruling providence.  Itis, at the same tm-, fur-
ther iutimated, that rather than be condenined to forbear any longer
with the perfidious practices ot the worst of enemies, disguising :hem-
selves under the mask of friendship, Homay{in evinced a determinati-
on to perish, at once, amidst the obvious and more glorious hazards of
the field of battle. Fiom this he was, however, ultimately dissuaded
by the earnest zcal and intreatics of the brave men who yet adhered ta..,
his fortune ; and so far, in deference to the ordinary speculations of
human reasoning, our author alleges that he is willing to admit : but
to those who are accustomed to penetrate beyond the exterior surface
o1 things, it would not be difficult to shew that the Alnighty power,
W Liich governs the universe, permitted the desigusot treason tosucceed
ou this occasion, in order, by the contrast, to give greater ¢ ffect to that
event which, at no very distant period, was to itradiate the world, in
the birth of the illustrious Akbar ; and, peradveunture, to attest by re-
peated proofs, the exalted virtue of liomayin, which, hke gold trom
the hands ot the refiner, or steel from those of the furlusher, was to e-
merge with brightereffulgence from the tiials of adversity—these things
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being, indeed, rather designed as lessons of experience and admonition
to the just, than in any shape as in retaliation for crimes.

But, with the speculations of Abiil Fazzel on the scheme of omnipo-
tence in the government of the world, the reader is, in some degree, al-
ready acquainted, and it would, in this place, be unnecessary to en-
large any further on thesubject. Weshall therefore proceed with the
parrative to state that on the eventful catastrophe thus briefly dis-
patched, the fugitive Ameirs, after retiring from the contest, in the
disgraceful manner already indicated, made the best of their way to the
Ganges, which ran, it seems, at the distance of about a farsang, or
three miles and a half, from the field of battle; and plunging precipitately
into the stream, there, for the greater part, received in a watery grave
that just punishment which was due to their cowardice and disloyalty.
Homay tin, on the other hand, mounted on an elephant, succeeded in
paining the opposite side of the river; and there dismounting, he was,
tor some time, employed in vain, in looking fora place where he might
ascend the bank, which hereabouts happened to be exceedingly steep
aud inaccessible.  Fortunately, a soldier, who had also effected the
passage of the river in safety, here presented himsclfto Homayin, and
taking him by the arm, assisted him to the top of the bank, without
further accident.  On inquiry, he found that the man to whose assist-
ance he was indebted on this occasion, was a native of Gheznin, in
the service of Mirza Kamraun; and he was warmly assured that he
should not be forgotten in the royal bounty, if the opportunity should
“ever arrive to remunerate him for his timely support. At this moment
Mikuddum Beg, a superior officer, also in the service of Mirza Kan-
raun, came to the spot; and, recognizing the person of Homayn, as a
pledge of his sincere homage and respect, immediately presented the
emperor with the horse on which he rode ; which was of course, most
gratefully accepted, and the most liberal assurances of future acknow-
ledgementbestowed in return.

Homaydnnow bent his melancholy steps,once more, towardsAgrah;
being on his way to that city, successively joined by the princes, bis
brothers, and those who had escaped fr