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TO

MRS. COLONEL WILLIAM HUNTER BLAIR.

MY DEAR MADAM:

Un~bpEer whose name and auspices can I present this work to the
Public with more advantage to it and to its Author than yours?
My motives in dedicating it to you are two-fold—gratitude and in-
clination. The Public, so greatly indebted to your exquisite pencil
for its illustration, can appreciate the former; but the other could
be understood only by one who, like me, has been followed into the
heart of the Hindoo Olympus by an adventurous Countrywoman, who
has the taste to admire and the skill to delineate the beauties it con-
tains. It would have been sufficient to command my homage that
you had been at Aboo ; but you have done more—you have brought
Aboo to England.

I am,
My pear Mapawm,

Faithfully and truly your’s,

JAMES TOD.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

AvrHoucH the publication of this work has been unavoidably
delayed for a considerable period, the manuscript was left by the
Author in a state almost complete: a few unimportant omissions in
the Appendix it has been found impossible to supply. Except that
the work has been deprived of the benefit it would have received
from the Author’s last revision, it is essentially in the exact state in
which he would have given it to the world. A variety of hints occur
amongst his papers of topics which he intended to treat of in the
Preface to this book; but it would be presumptuous in any other

to make such use of such materials.* By the delay, an additional

* The following fragment may be here introduced, as singularly illustrative of the
feelings and motives of the Author:—¢ Custom has taught us to dread the ordeal of a
second appearance before the public; but I fecl no alarm ; on the contrary, fortified by the
encouragement I have received, I send forth this as a companion of the other great fomes
produced by the same motive and nurtured under the same circumstances. Were this new
candidate a work of imagination, I might labour under some apprehension; but the materials
are the same as those, to the arrangement, as well as to the accumulation, of which I devoted
all the energies which God has granted me. Heart and soul did I labour for the one, and
with the same idolatrous affection for the subject have I given up every pursuit, every
thought, to this, in the hope of making the Rajpoots known by their works. The scene is
removed ; but I linger awhile in the skirts of Rajpootana, to lead my reader into the hardly
les: interesting region of Saurashtra, and to the mounts, as sacred to the monotheistic Jain

as were Gerazim or Sinai to the Israelite.”
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interest has been imparted to the subject of the work, by the flood
of light which is now pouring upon the antiquities of Western India
—the Girnar inscriptions, in particular, being now in a course of
interpretation by the Asiatic Society of Bengal, whose learned
secretary, Mr. James Prinser, has already discovered the name of
¢« Antiochus the Greek,” and that of one of the Ptolemies of Egypt,
recorded in them.

The reader will find a few discordancies in the spelling of proper

names, such as Nehrwalla and Nehrwaleh ; but this has been unavoid-

able. Native writers are not exact: Mr. CoLeBrookE has remarked
of the Rajpoot MSS., that « the orthography of names of persons
and places, purporting to represent the pronunciation, is not uniform

in manuscripts of the vernacular language.”
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MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR.

Ir the world be, as Gibbon remarks, ¢ always curious to know the
history of those who have left behind them any image of their minds,” its

curiosity must be stronger, as well as more natural, when a posthumous
work is offered to its notice.

Lieutenant-Colonel James Tod was the second son of Mr. James Tod,* and
was born at Islington, on the 20th March 1782. His original destination was
a mercantile life; but his inclination (which would have led him to choose
the Navy) rebelled against the drudgery of the counting-house, and his
uncle, Mr. Patrick Heatly, having, in 1798, procured for him a Cadetship

n

# Colonel Tod's father (the eldest child of Henry Tod and Janet Monteith, born 26th October
1745) was a native of Scotland, and descended from an ancient family, one of whose ancestors,
John Tod, having rescued the children of Robert the Bruce, who were captives in England, was
created by the King's own hand a knight banneret, with permission to bear the crest of a fox
rampant (Tod being the name of a fox in Scotland), and the motto * Vigilantia,” which is still
borne by the family. Mr. Tod married at New York, 4th November 1779, Miss Mary Heatly, the
daughter of Mr. Andrew Heatly, of Lanarkshire, who settled at Newport, Rhode Island, America ;
where he married Mary, the daughter of Suetonius Grant, of Bellwadden, who had left Inver-
ness in 1725, and settled as a merchant at Newport, Rhode Island ; he died there 27th September
1744, having been killed by an explosion of gunpowder. Mr. Heatly (who was likewise the father
of the late Mr. Patrick Heatly, of the Bengal Civil Service) is characterized, in an inscription to his
memory in the burial-ground at Newport, as ¢ the truest gentleman and the most honourable
merchant that has visited this state.” Suetonius Grant, who was the son of Donald Grant, of
Dalvey, and of Marjorie Stewart, of the family of the Barons of Kinmeachley, county of Banff,

c succeeded
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in the East-India Company’s service, he was sent to the Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich, where a limited number of Cadets were educated
before the establishment of the Company’s Institution at Addiscombe ; and
proceeded to Bengal in March 1799. His commission in the 2d European
Regiment was dated January 9th, 1800. He then volunteered for the
Molucca Islands,* was transferred to the Marines, and served in that capacity
on board the Mornington: so that he knew, by experience, every variety
of a soldier’s life. On the 29th May 1800, he was appointed a Lieutenant
in the 14th Regiment of Native Infantry; and afterwards * ran the gaunt-
let,” as he expresses it, « from Calcutta to Huridwar.” An oflicer (Lieut.-
Col. Wmn. Nicholl), who served with him in the 14th Regiment, describes
Colonel Tod at that time (1800) as “ a youth of an amiable disposition, be-
loved by all his brother-officers, and exhibiting the promise which his talents
afterwards realized.”

In 1801, when stationed at Delhi, he was selected by Government, in
consequence of his skill and acquirements as an engineer, to conduct a survey

of an ancient canal in the neighbourhood of that city. In 1805, Mr. Greme
Mercer,

succeeded on the death of his grandfather (both his parents having died whilst he was an infant)
to the baronetcy ; but being then intent on settling as a merchant in the ¢ New World,” as America
was then called, he negociated the sale of his title to his cousin, Mr. Alexander Grant, an eminent
merchant in London, and proceeded to Long Island, New York. Here he became acquainted
with Mr. Thomas Tollemache, or Talmage (Tammage, as the name is pronounced in America), a
member of the Dysart family, who had an estate at East Hampton, on Long Island, where he died
in 1769, at the age of ninety. The grandfather of this gentleman, a Puritan, had quitted England
in the latter end of the Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell. Suetonius Grant married Temperance,
the daughter of this Mr. Talmage, and had a son, who threatened to claim the baronetcy ; but,
leaving no heir (his wife and only child dying at Newport), the title remains in the family of Sir
Alexander Grant. The Talmages of New York are a highly respectable family, one member being
a General in the army of the United States, another a Judge.

Mrs. Tod, the grand-daughter of Sir Suetonius Grant and the mother of Col. Tod (a lady remark-
able for her intellectual accomplishments and for the vigour of her understanding), still survives, at
a great age.

* The expedition to the Moluccas seems to have been that planned by Lord Wellesley, and
ordered to rendezvous at Trincomalee, but which was not carried into execution.
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Mercer, a friend of his uncle, then about to proceed to the Court of Dowlut
Rao Sindia as Envoy and Resident, in consequence of a wish expressed by
Lieut. Tod, whose honourable and independent character he knew, obtained
permission from the Government for the young officer to join his escort; and
thus an avenue was opened to a career of usefulness and honour, and his
zeal and talents took every possible advantage of it.

On their march from Agra, through the southern part of Jeypore to Oodey-
pore,—a country which had been but little traversed by Europeans,—Mr.
Mercer states that Lieut. Tod « applied himself with much earnestness to
making a survey of the route, and with imperfect instruments, by perseverance
and the perfervidum ingenium Scotorum, which he possessed in a high
degree, in spite of very indifferent health, he performed his task in a manner,
which better means, and increased knowledge of practical and theoretical
surveying, could afterwards, I believe, but little, if at all, improve.” It is a
sufficient proof of the ignorance which then prevailed respecting the geo-
graphy of Rajpootana, that the position of the two capitals, Oodeypore and
Cheetore, was, in the best maps, precisely reversed ; Cheetore being placed
S.E. of Oodeypore, instead of E.N.L.

When, in the spring of 1806, the embassy reached the Court of Sindia,
it was encamped amidst the ruins of Méwar, the Mahratta chief having
forced the passes to the Rana’s capital. Lieut. Tod undertook to supply the
deficiencies in our knowledge of the geography of this country; and he
has publicly asserted, and no one has disputed the correctness of the asser-
tion, that “ every map, without exception, printed since that period, has its
foundations, as regards Central and Western India, in his labours.” The
course he pursued in this great undertaking he has described in the paper,
on the Geography of Rajast’han, prefixed to its Annals.

A portion of the route had been surveyed, and points laid down from
celestial observations, with considerable accuracy, by Dr. Wm. Hunter, who
accompanied Colonel Palmer in 1791; and this route was made the basis

c?2 of
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of the survey, which embraced all the extreme points of Central India*—
Agra, Nirwar, Dutteah, Jhansi, Bhopal, Sarungpoor, Oojein, and back by
Kotah, Boondi, Rampoora, Biana, to Agra. From Rampoora, where Hunter
ceased to be a guide, the new survey commenced, to Qodeypore, from
whence the Mahratta army marched past Cheetore, and through the centre
of Malwa, crossing in detail all the grand streams flowing from the Vindhya
range, seven hundred miles, to the Bundlekhund frontier, at Kemlassa.

In 1807, the Mahratta army having undertaken the siege of Rahtgurh,
Lieut. Tod, aware of the time wasted in such operations, determined to avail
himself of the delay, and push through an untrodden and disorganized
country. With a small guard, he proceeded along the banks of the Betwa
to Chanderi,t and westward to Kotah, tracing the course of all the streams
from the south, and the points of junction of the most important, continuing
his route to Agra. This undertaking he accomplished (being then only
twenty-five years of age) at great personal risk, meeting with many romantic
adventures, and being more than once an object of plunder. On his return
to the Mahratta camp, finding he had still time at his disposal, he set out
upon a new journey, proceeding westward by Bhawulpore to Jeypore,
Tonk, &c. to Saugur—a journey of one thousand miles, the camp, on his
return, being nearly where he left it.

With Sindia’s ambulatory court he moved throughout this region, con-
stantly occupied in surveying, till 1812, when it became stationary at Gwa-
lior; and he then formed his plans for obtaining a knowledge of those coun-
tries into which he could not personally penetrate.

He despatched two parties for geographical and topographical discovery.

The

* It may be observed, that the term ¢ Central India” was first applied by Col. Tod to these tracts,

in 1815, in the map he presented to the Marquess of Hastings,

+ Speaking of Chanderi, in the 4nnals (i. 188), he says, ¢ I was the first European who traversed

this wild country, in 1807, not without some hazard. It was then independent ; but three years
after, it fell a prey to Sindia.”
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The first proceeded west by Qodeypore, through Guzerat, Saurashtra, Cutch,
Luckput, Hyderabad, Tatta, Seewan, Khyrpore, and Bekher, crossing and
recrossing the Indus, and returned by the desert of Oomrasoomra, through
Jessulmér, Marwar, and Jeypore, joining him in the camp, then at Nirwar.
The other party was sent to the desert south of the Sutlej. The conductors
of both expeditions were natives, selected and trained by himself, well-
informed, fearless, enterprizing, and imbued with his own zeal in the cause of
science. “ From these remote regions,” he says, ¢ the best-informed native
inhabitants were, by persuasion and recompense, conducted to me, and I
could at all times, in the Mahratta camp at Gwalior, from 1812 to 1817, have
provided a native of the valley of the Indus, the deserts of Dhat and Oomra-
soomra, or any of thestates of Rajasthan.” Elsewhere he says: ¢« Though I
never penetrated personally further into the heart of the Indian desert than
Mundore, the ancient capital of Maroost’hali, the old castle of Hissar, on its
N.E. frontier, and Aboo, Nehrwalla, and Bhooj, to the W., my parties of
discovery have traversed it in every direction, adding to their journals of
routes living testimonies of their accuracy, and bringing to me natives of
every £hul* from Bhutnair to Omurkote, and from Aboo to Arore. The
joufnals of all these routes, with others from Central and Western India, form
eleven moderate-sized folio volumes.”{ These materials were accumulated with
a disregard of pecuniary sacrifices, as well as of health and toil, which evinced
the ardour of his zeal and the sincerity of his views. ¢ During the period 1
remained in the Residency,” observes Mr. Mercer, ¢ he continued to take
advantage of every opportunity in his power to enlarge his knowledge of the
geography of the country; and the greatest part of his allowances was, 1 am
confident, expended in paying agents sent to various quarters to collect topo-
graphical information. His personal labour for the purpose was also unceas.
ing; and instead of stimulating his exertions, I was sometimes obliged to

endeavour
® T huls are bare and arid tracts, contradistinguished from rooé, ¢ jungle desert.’
+ Annals, ii. 289.
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endeavour to restrain them, as incompatible with a state of health which,
from rheumatic affection, frequently disabled him from taking even common
exercise.”

He was rarely satisfied with the result obtained by one set of his parties,
but made the information gained by one a basis for the instructions given to
others, who went over the same ground with additional advantages. Thus, in
a few years, he had filled several volumes with lines of routes ; and having
fixed the positions of many frontier and intermediate lines, a general outline
was constructed, wherein all the information was laid down, and he then
determined to test its accuracy by recommencing the survey trigonometrically ;
and this he accomplished by despatching his parties afresh, who, from fixed
positions, as centres, collected every radiating route to all the towns within
twenty miles. ¢ By such means,” he observes, < did I work my way in these
unknown tracts.”

These details, which are given almost in Colonel Tod’s own words, may,
perhaps, appear unnecessarily minute; but they show the extent and the
value of the resources he possessed, and the important services they
enabled him to render in the Pindarry campaign.

Mr. Mercer left India in 1810, and was succeeded in the Residency at
Sindia’s court, then at Nirwar, by Mr. Richard Strachey, who had become
acquainted with Lieut. Tod ten years before, at Delhi. In October 1813, he
was promoted to the rank of Captain, and to the command of the escort ; and
a short time previous to Mr. Strachey’s quitting the court, in October 1815,
Captain Tod was nominated to the civil post of Second Assistant to the
Resident. During all this time, Mr. Strachey states, he was engaged in col-
lecting geographical materials, relating chiefly to the countries between the
Indus and Bundlekhund, the Jumna and the Nerbudda. My official
duties,” that gentleman says, * having constant reference to these countries, 1
derived great advantage from his geographical knowledge of that extensive
tract. He was ever ready to communicate the information he had acquired,

and
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and which, at that important period, proved most useful : it was well appre-
ciated by Government.”

The state of Rajpootana at this time is forcibly depicted in his great work.
The Mahrattas, who first crossed the Chumbul in 1735, soon formed esta-
blishments in Malwa, and passing the Nerbudda in swarms, intermingling in
and fomenting the quarrels of the different states, lending aid sometimes to
one and sometimes to another, at length gained a permanent footing in Raja-
sthan. The weak Mahomed Shah, of Delhi, had surrendered to them the
chout’h, or ¢ fourth’ of his revenue, and this grant formed the ground of their
exactions here as well as elsewhere. Their leader, Bajeerao, appeared in
Méwar, and the Rana was compelled to conclude a treaty, whereby he bound
himself to pay an annual tribute to the three great Mahratta leaders, which
remained in force about ten years, till it suited the convenience of the inva-
ders to augment their demands. In imitation of the wretched policy of inferior
states, the Rana employed Holkar in one of his quarrels (paying him nearly
one million sterling), and from this time (1750) the Mahrattas gained a firm
hold of Rajast’han, which became the theatre of their mutual conflicts, as
well as of predatory spoliation and intestine civil strife, till the Pindarry and
Mahratta war, and the treaties concluded with the British Government in
1817-18. The devastations of these locusts, in little more than half a century,
are described in impassioned and glowing language in the Anuals of Raja-
st’han. Their abstractions of territory, from 1770 to 1775, as pledges for con-
tributions, satisfied their cupidity till 1792, when the civil disorders of Rajpoo-
tana brought the great Madhajee Sindia to Cheetore; and his lieutenant, Um-
bajee, is supposed to have extorted two millions sterling from Méwar alone,
when it was assigned to the tender mercies of his deputies. Ravaged alter-
nately by the rival armies of Holkar and Sindia, which were let loose to prey
and fatten on this devoted land, their passions inflamed by occasional defeat,
and their appetite stimulated by unbounded license, Rajpootana was
rapidly transforming into a desert. It would require,” says Colonel

Tod,
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Tod, « a pen powerful as the pencil of Salvator Rosa to paint the horrors
which filled up the succeeding ten years (after 1805), and of which the Author
was an eye-witness, destined to follow in the train of rapine, and to view, in
the traces of Mahratta camps, the desolation and political annihilation of all
the central states of India, several of which had aided the British in their
early struggles for dominion, but were now allowed to fall without a helping
hand.”—¢ In the spring of 1806, when the embassy entered the once-fertile
Méwar, nothing but ruin met the eye—deserted towns, roofless houses, and
uncultured plains. Wherever the Mahrattas encamped, annihilation was
ensured—it was a habit: twenty-four hours sufficed to give to the most
flourishing spot the aspect of a desert. The march of destruction was always
to be traced for days afterwards by burning villages and destroyed cultiva-
tion.”—“Méwar was rapidly approaching dissolution, and every sign of civi-
lization fast disappearing : fields laid waste, cities in ruins, inhabitants exiled,
chieftains demoralized, the prince and his family destitute of common
comforts.”*

The warm and sensitive feelings of the young soldier appear to have been
deeply wounded by the sad spectacle of a fine country, whose martial races ex-
“hibited the rudiments of virtues which even tyranny could not eradicate, con-
signed to the hands of the oppressor. He was present at the interview, in June
1806, between the Rana of Méwar, Bheem Sing, and Dowlut Rao Sindia, at
the shrine of Eklinga, about six miles from Oodeypore, during the memorable
transactions which ended in the inhuman sacrifice of the Rana’s daughter,
Kishna Komari, « the Flower of Rajast’han,” the whole of which dreadful
drama was acted cefore his eyes. The appearance of the Rana, the descen-
dant of the ancient sovereigns of India, now at the mercy of a peasant’s son,
produced a lasting impression upon him. Sindia, in order to increase his
importance in the eyes of the Rana, had invited the British Envoy and his

suite to be present on this occasion. ‘I well remember,” observes Mr. Mer-
cer,
¢ Annals, i. 458 469-70.
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cer, the Envoy, “ the enthusiasm he (Lieut. Tod) evinced when he was intro-
duced to the Rana of Oodeypore, at a conference to which we accompanied
Dowlut Rao Sindia. The appearance of the Rana and his attendants, the an-
cient nobility of Hindust’han, was certainly highly impressive ; and although 1
had been previously present at almost every court in India, I was much struck
with the aspect and demeanour of a family which had been entitled to the
appellation of  Kings of the Hindus’ before the Musulman conquest.” It is
plain from what Colonel Tod states, when referring to this interview, in his
Annals of Méwar, that it was at this moment he first conceived the idea of
that benevolent scheme for the regeneration of Rajast’han, of which he
became so‘prominent an instrument : ‘“ The impression made upon the Author,
upon this occasion,” he says, ¢ by the miseries and the noble appearance of this
¢ descendant of a hundred kings,” was never allowed to weaken, but kindled an
enthusiastic desire for the restoration of his fallen condition, and stimulated
his perseverance to obtain that knowledge by which alone he might be enabled
to benefit him. It was a long dream, but, after ten years of anxious hope, he
had the gratification of being instrumental in snatching tue family from
destruction, and subsequently of raising the country to comparative pros-
perity."*

At this period, the Anglo-Indian Government, under Lord Minto, had, in
conformity with its pacific, or rather timid, policy, determined to refrain
from all interference with the internal arrangements of these states, and
its Envoy was compelled to be a passive spectator of the havoc around
him. In 1817, however, the resolution of Marquess Hastings, to put
down the Pindarries (a community of organized robbers, the offspring
of a diseased state of society). which involved him in an extensive
war with the Mahrattas, their protectors, in one short but active
campaign, overthrew that vast predatory system under which Rajast’han

had
* Annals, i. 461.
d



XXVi MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR.

had so long groaned. That country and the states surrounding it became
the scene of our military operations, and now the knowledge and experience
acquired by Captain Tod, at so much risk and cost, were of inappreciable
value. There were no maps of these parts ; the geography, statistics, and mili-
tary topography of Central and Western India were unknown ; and our com-
‘manders, who had to track, unaided by an adverse population, the swift-moving
Pindarries to their haunts and recesses by devious routes, and through secret
passes, would have been constantly at fault, and must have been ultimately
foiled, but for the forethought, sagacity, industry, and public spirit of a young
subaltern, ¢the sole individual in India who had any personal or acquired
knowledge of the seat of war.”

An abstract of a short sketch or summary, in his own hand-writing, of his
services at this critical period, will show how much Colonel Tod contributed
to the success of that brilliant and decisive campaign. 4

When the operations against the Pindarries commenced, he commanded
two companies of infantry and half a troop of cavalry, for the protection of
the Residency at Sindia’s Court. In 1814-15, he had sent in a Memoir of the
rise, progress, and existing condition of the Pindarries. This he followed up
by a map of all these regions, with an account of their geographical, political,
and physical history,* together with a general plan for the subjugation of
those marauders, which was closely followed in the actual campaign. As
the face of affairs changed, he sent in another restricted plan, with a minute
map of the countries north of the Nerbudda, to which he strongly urged that
the campaign should be confined. For these communications he received the
hearty thanks of Lord Hastings, and copies of the maps were transmitted to the
head-quarters of every General of division in the field. The last of these

' documents

* A specimen of the fulness of these disquisitions may be seen in the Annals of Ambér or Jey-
pore, given in the Annals of Rajast han (ii. 345), which is nearly the same as he communicated to
the Government.
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docnments which reached his lordship was deemed of so much importance
(as he informed Captain Tod), that he despatched copies by express to Sir
Thomas Hislop, commanding the army of the south.

Having prepared these valuable materials for the scheme of the campaign,
he volunteered his personal services toany of the divisions in the field, which
were accepted by Lord Hastings, who said, ¢ I have always had an eye on
you for service on this important occasion.” At first, it was intended to
attach him to Major Gen. Sir D. Ochterlony’s division ; but his general know-
ledge, it was thought, would be more usefully applied by placing him at Row-
tah,* in Harouti, a situation central to all the divisions, whereby he became
the pivot of movement and intclligence : ¢ Indeed,” he observes, ¢ I may say
that I guided the movements of all the divisions of the army north of the
Nerbudda, viz. those of Generals Donkin, Marshall, Adams, and Browne.”
The valpe of his services was acknowledged in repeated thanks from Lord
Hastings and every General in the field.

Having learned that a body of Pindarries, under Kureem Khan’s son, had
taken refuge in the recesses of the Caly Sinde, thirty miles from his own
position, he added 250 matchlocks (Kotah auxiliaries) to thirty-two fire-
locks of his own men (who had volunteered with him from the 25th
N. L), and despatched them to beat up the enemy’s camp, of 1,500 men,

’

telling them “ not to return till they had done something.” The auxili-
aries hung back ; but the little band of thirty-two, intent on the admonition
of their commander, did not hesitate to attack the enemy, whom they dis- -
persed, killing 100 or 150. The moral effect of this exploit was wonderful.
Not a single Pindarry had been hitherto molested, even by our allies; but
next day, the spoils of the discomfited party—cattle, elephants, camels,

and

* In his Personal Narrative (Annals, ii. 700), when he records his encamping on this spot, in the
journey to Kotah, in 1820, he says: * Rowtah is hallowed by recollections the most inspiriting :
it was on this very ground I took up my position throughout the campaign of 1817-18, in the very
centre of movement of all the armies, friendly and hostile.”

d2
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and valuable booty—were captured, and brought to the camp of the Regent
of Kotah, who sent the whole to Captain Tod, at whose suggestion it was sold,
and a bridge of twenty arches over a torrent leading from the high road east
of Kotah was built with the proceeds. This trophy was named, at the
instance of Captain Tod, ¢ Hastings’ Bridge.” Lord Hastings was so pleased
with this exploit (which was not the only one of the kind), that he
declared it was worthy of a medal,” and the men concerned in it were
rewarded with extra pay.

After the destruction of the grand horde of Pindarries, under Kureem
Khan, Captain Tod prepared a Circular Memorandum, proposing a combined
movement for the destruction of the other giand horde, under Chetoo, which
he addressed to every General commanding a division north of the Nerbudda,
viz. Sir Thos. Hislop, Sir Wm. Grant Keir, Sir R. Donkin, and Colonel
Adams, which gained him the special thanks of Lord Hastings. The plan
was not acted upon, though the movements of the enemy were precisely those
which had been anticipated in it and provided against. The Assist.-Adj.
General with Colonel Adams’ division, in writing to Captain Tod in his own
and his Commander’s name, said of this Circular, ¢ rest assured that no officer
but yourself could have penned it.”*

The information and the intelligence which he was thus enabled to con-
tribute so opportunely for his country’s service, were mostly derived from a
system organized, at his own private expense, for the collection of geographical,
statistical, and archzological knowledge, wholly foreign to his official duties.
Every day, during this campaign, he had from ten to twenty written reports,
from whence he extracted bulletins, which he sent to the head-quarters of
every division. The Marquess Hastings, at the close of the war, spoke of his

services

* Singular enough, this Circular became a document of some importance in the discussions
respecting the Deccan booty. Col. Tod had proposed in it to make himself ¢ the pivot of the
operations which must destroy Chetoo;” and it was relied upon strongly by Lord Hastings’
counsel, to show that he was considered as Commander-in-Chief of both armies.
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services in the highest terms, as having ¢ materially contributed to its suc-
cess :” adding that ¢ testimonials highly creditable had been received from
every General in the field to his services in the guidance of the operations.”

Nor were these services of a diplomatic and political nature merely ; they
partook essentially of a military character. Upon this point, a Memorandum,
drawn up by Colonel Tod and found amongst his papers, is decisive :

«“ If calling out the whole disposable military resources of Kotah was a
political act, their application was purely military ; and if, by my knowledge
of the character of the individual (Zalim Sing), I was enabled to wield his
incalculable resources for our purposes, it was my military knowledge of the
country alone which could render perfect this diplomatic attainment. Here
was a chief, the wisest and most powerful in Central India, whose country
was in the heart of operations, and the only one which contained resources
of any kind ; but he remembered the injuries his aid to us in Lord Lake’s
wars bhad inflicted on him, and our abandonment of him to Holkar’s anger,
when it suited our policy, under Lord Cornwallis. Some skill, it will be
conceded, was required to overcome such recollections; yet did I, in five
days after my arrival, not only overcome them, but prevail upon him to place
his military resources under my sole control.

“ My first application of them was to despatch to Sir J. Malcolm’s aid
(he had just crossed the Nerbudda into the heart of our enemies, who, had
they possessed the least energy, should have destroyed his weak corps) a
regiment called ‘the Royals,’ one thousand strong, with four guns, and
a corps of three hundred good horse. These remained with Sir John
throughout the campaign, and were eminently distinguished, especially in
the escalade and capture of one of the enemy’s forts. 2rdly. I distributed
corps at the different passes, several of whom had affairs with the enemy.
3dly. When hostilities commenced with Holkar, in one short week I took
wilitary possession of every district of Holkar’s, from the Boondi mountains

to
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to the field of battle at Mahidpore. To each of these detachments I gave an
English union, which, within that short space, was planted in every fortified
town and post, and allegiance (demanded by proclamation) yielded to the
British Government. Nothing but a military knowledge of the country and

its application could have obtained such results.
¢« All these duties were essentially military, though intermixed with diplo-
macy. Even my most diplomatic duties involved the exercise of a military
Judgment, and their correctness could be tested only by military results. For
example—the negociations with Holkar’s government, immediately preceding
hostilities, were entrusted to me. The juncture was most delicate. This Court
had tendered an application for protective alliance, and I was authorized to
employ the right grand division of the army, under General Sir Rufane
Donkin, to give the Court that protection which would enable it to conclude
its measures in security. Scarcely had this trust been reposed in me, and
but a few days after 1 had taken up my central position, when the Peshwa
and the Bhonslah broke the alliance with us, and I discovered agents of the
Peshwa having bills of exchange to induce Holkar's government to declare
for his master. At such a moment, it being far better to have declared foes
than pretended allies, I despatched an express, through my agent, to the
Regent Ba¢, acquainting her with my knowledge of such duplicity, and
adding that, if in thirty-six hours she did not publicly proclaim her alliance
with my Government, call for the assistance she required, expel the
Peshwa’s agents, and attack a body of Pindarries, then close to her
camp, as a proof of good intentions, 1 would consider her Government
amongst the foes of my own; and my agent had orders to quit her Court
at the expiration of that period. He did so;—the step was one of great
responsibility, and I felt the weight of it; but an express from Lord Hastings
soon relieved me of this by gratifying comments on my conduct. I may add
that, on withdrawing my agent, I sent duplicate despatches to Sir John Mal-
colm,
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colm, and gave my opinion, ‘ that any delay in attacking Holkar's camp was
merely a question of expediency, of which he was best judge.” Unfortunately,
he renewed the negociation I had thrown up, in a pacific tone, which,
in the first instance, incurred the serious displeasure of Lord Hastings, and
shortly afterwards, the most wanton insults and attacks on his camp-suttlers,
until the action of Mahidpore.

¢ Out of this arose another diplomatic measure, which was again mixed
with military tactics. The Kotah Regent, who had been wavering between
us, and the entire native force of India,—his old friends,—I determined to
secure by the partition of Holkar’s territory ; and immediately that I foresaw
hostilities to be unavoidable with this power, I recommended to Lord Has-
tings to promise to the Regent the sovereignty of four rich districts, rented
by him from Holkar. The suggestion was highly approved, and I had a
carte blanche as to the time and manner of making the offer; with power
to make the grant under my own seal, which would be hereafter confirmed.
Every effect I had anticipated followed : present interest banished all
apprehension for the future ; and I made an act, which, as he said, would
¢ for ever blacken his face’ amongst his old friends, the touchstone of the
Regent’s good faith : viz. the capture and delivery to me of all the wives
and children of the great Pindarry leaders, whom I had discovered in con-
cealment near his fortress of Gogeaun. This acted like a charm: their
moral strength was dissolved, and from that hour their chiefs came in and
were deported from the scenes of their intrigues. By this act, the Regent
had for ever severed himself from the Pindarries ; while his acceptance of the
four districts, and the military possession of them, and all the other dis-
tricts of Holkar, for ever disunited him from the politics of that Court and
the whole Mahratta nation.

« In each of these measures—of the last importance at this crisis—military
combinations were so involved with diplomacy that it would be difficult to

separate
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separate them : it is easily seen that not only the one might not have been
) conceived, but would have been poorly executed, without the other.

“ Other measures and responsibilities which I incurred were still more
decidedly military.—When Sir T. Hislop retrograded in his advance north
of the Nerbudda, the Peshwa having broken the alliance, the Bombay
Government detained its advanced army under General Sir W. Grant Keir,
to whom was assigned an important position in the general chain of opera-
tions against the Pindarries. At this moment, General Sir John Malcolm
had actually crossed, at the head of one weak division of the army of the
south, unsupported; and the whole plan of the campaign was changed by
the movement of General Sir T. Hislop, so that the Pindarry war was
rendered secondary. Judging, however, that the Commander-in-Chief would
not desire any change in the operations chalked out, from the Peshwa’s
revolt, and fearing the result to Sir John Malcolm’s division, without support,
I took upon me to send an express despatch to General Sir W. Grant Keir,
pointing out all these things, and stating my confidence that Lord Hastings
would be pleased if he marched with all rapidity into Méwar, and took a
position in the vicinity of Oojein.. This was a purely military question.
General Sir W. Grant Keir was 350 miles from me; but I had laid and
kept up a regular and rapid communication, in the midst of enemies, even
with his camp. A copy of this despatch was sent express to Marquess
Hastings : again I deprecated the responsibility I had assumed, and again
received the expression of his high approbation and thanks for having done
so. General Sir T. Browne not only moved as I directed, but had some of
my principal guides to conduct him in the enterprise which ended in the
destruction of the corps under Roshun Beg.”

Rajpootana being now redeemed from the grasp of the spoiler, it was of
essential importance to its interests, as well as to those of British India,
in order to prevent a renewal of the predatory system, and to interpose a

barrier



MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR. XxXXxiit

barrier between our territories and the strong natural frontier of India, that
these newly settled states should be united in one grand confederation ; and \
they were accordingly invited to accept the protective alliance of the British.
With a single exception, Jeypore, which demurred for a few months, they
eagerly embraced the invitation ; and in a few weeks all Rajpootana was allied
to Britain, by compacts of one uniform character, securing to them external
protection and internal independence, in return for an acknowledgment of
our supremacy, and the annual payment of a portion of the revenue. These
treaties were signed in December 1817 and January 1818, and in February
Captain Tod (then Political Assistant to the Resident at Gwalior) was
appointed by the Governor-General (a pretty sure criterion of the value
attached to his services) his Political Agent to the Western Rajpoot states.

Clothed with this ample authority, he applied himself to the arduous task
of endeavouring to repair the ravages of foreign invaders who still lingered
in some of the fortresses, to heal the deeper wounds inflicted by intestine
feuds, and to reconstruct the frame-work of society in the disorganized states
of Rajasthan. The undertaking would have appalled any man but one who
was already familiar with the intricate mazes of Rajpoot politics, who had
studied the institutions, the character, and the prejudices of the people, and
was well skilled in their popular literature ;* who could debate any difficult
question with them in their own dialect, on their own maxims and principles ;
above all, whose temperament was sanguine, whose energy was irrepressible,
and whose views were direct and disinterested.

Proceeding

* In a MS. note for a translation of the Rajpoot poet, Chand or Chund, Col. Tod says, « I lived
familiarly amongst these people and imbibed their sentiments, and although they might not reach to
our standard of excellence, the deterioration was endurable from the knowledge of what they had
been ere corrupted by tyranny and oppression. When I say I lived six years amongst them, and twice
that time in their vicinity, the surprise will only be that I know so little. I do not pretend to any
critical knowledge of the language of these poems; but I had one advantage, which such knowledge
could not give me—a power of conversing in it, not with elegance, but with fluency, and its tropes

and metaphors were matter of colloquial common-place.
e
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Proceeding to the scene of his new and important functions, in his journey
,to Oodeypore from Jehajpoor, 140 miles, only two thinly-peopled towns
were seen which acknowledged the Rana’s authority. All was desolate: even
the traces of human footsteps were effaced. ¢ The babool and gigantic reed,
which harboured the boar and the tiger, grew upon the highways, and every
rising ground disclosed a mass of ruins. Bhilwara, the commercial entrepét
of Rajpootana, which ten years before contained 6,000 families, shewed
not a vestige of life: all was silent in her streets; no living thing was seen,
except a solitary dog, that fled in dismay from his lurking place in the temple,
scared at the unaccustomed sight of man.” This is an image of desolation
scarcely to be paralleled by any which a poet’s fertile fancy could suggest,

to express the combined ravages of war, famine, and pestilence.
¢« Such,” observes Colonel Tod, in his Annals of Méwar, after a deplorable
picture of the condition of the country in 1818, ¢ was the chaos from which
order was to be evoked. DBut the elements of prosperity, though scattered,
were not extinct; and recollections of the past, deeply engraven in the
national mind, became available to reanimate their moral and physical
existence. To call these forth demanded only the exertion of moral inter-
ference, and every other was rejected. The lawless freebooter, and even the
savage Bhil, felt awed at the agency of a power never seen.” The instru-
ments, with which the Agent was to work out this moral regeneration, were
by no meansadapted for that purpose. The Rana, though amiable, was weak,
unsteady, and passive to female influence. Amongst the ministers, ¢ there
appeared no talent, no authority, no honesty.” In a short period, however,
the firm, conciliatory, and skilful measures of the British Agent changed the
aspect of affairs. The refractory nobles were induced by his mediation to
forego their resentments and come. to the capital; the Rana, who, in 1818,
had not fifty horse to attend him, found his authority recognized and his
retinue swelled by his feudal nobles; the exiled population were restored
to their bapota, their ¢ father land,” and agriculture and trade began to revive
and
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and flourish. Within eight months after the execution of the treaties, above
three hundred deserted towns and villages were reinhabited, and lands, which |
for many years had been untouched by the plough, were broken up. Foreign
merchants and bankers, relying on the pledges of the British Agent, came
to the country and fixed their factors in every town. The restrictions on
external commerce were removed, transit duties abolished, the frontier
customs reduced, the products of the imposts, notwithstanding these reduc-
tions,—to the astonishment of the ministers, who could not comprehend a result
8o incongruous with their narrow calculations,—in a few years exceeding the
highest amount that had ever been known. The once deserted Bhilwara, in
1822, contained 3,000 houses, and an entire new street was erected, inhabited
by merchants and bankers, as well as citizens. The number of houses in
Oodeypore, which in 1818 was 8,500, in 1822 was 10,000 : the fiscal revenue,
which in 1818 yielded Rs. 40,000 (about £4,000), in 1821 had reached
upwards of ten lakhs (about £100,000).

To describe in minute detail the reforms effected by Colonel Tod in this and
the other states placed under his charge, and which produced these beneficial
results, would extend this Memoir to an inconvenient length. They are
recorded by himself in his great work, with a manly indifference to the charge
of egotism (from which weakness, in its vulgar form, no man was more exempt®)
from those who cannot distinguish between the self-adulation of a superficial
mind, and the satisfaction which, in a generous and noble nature, springs
from the consciousness of having, with the purest motives and at many a pain-
ful sacrifice, conferred a lasting benefit upon large masses of the human race.

The sentiments of the people themselves aflord the least equivocal evidence
of the value of his services; and these sentiments have found a public organ
in the late Bishop Heber, who visited Rajpootana two years after Colonel Tod
had left it. ¢ All the provinces of Méwar,” says the Prelate, ¢« were, for a con-
siderable time after their connexion with the British Government, under the
administration of Captain Tod, whose name appears to be held in a degree

of

¢ < No one,” says an intimate friend, ¢ could weigh more modestly his pretensions than Col. T.”
e 2
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of affection and respect, by all the upper and middling classes of society,
highly honourable to him, and sufficient to rescue these poor people from
the often-repeated charge of ingratitude. At Dabla, and in our subsequent
stages, we were continually asked by the cutwals, &c. after ¢ Tod Sahib,’
whether his health was better since his return to England, and whether
there was any chance of their seeing him again? On being told it was
not likely, they all expressed much regret; saying that the country had
never known quiet till he came among them, and that every body, whether
rich or poor, except thieves and Pindarries, loved him. He, in fact, Dr.
Smith told me, loved the people of this country, and understood their lan-
guage and manners in a very unusual degree. At Bhilwara, every one was
full of Captain Tod’s praise. The place had been entirely ruined by Jumsheed
Khan, and deserted by all its inhabitants, when Captain Tod persuaded the
Rana to adopt measures for encouraging the owners of land to return, and
foreign merchants to settle. He himself drew up a code of regulations for
them ; obtained them an immunity from taxes for a certain number of years,
and sent them patterns of different articles of English manufacture for their
imitation. He also gave money liberally to the beautifying their town. In
short, as one of the merchants, who called on me, said, ¢it ought to be called
Tod-gunge ; but there is no need, for we shall never forget him.” Such
praise as this, from people who had no further hopes of seeing or receiving
any benefit from him, is indeed of sterling value.™ The fact is, that Bhil-

wara

*+ « Narrative of a Journey through the Upper Provinces of India in 1824-5,” &c. Vol. II., p. 42.
The Bishop adds, *¢ His misfortune was that, in consequence of favouring the native princes so much,
the government of Calcutta were led to suspect him of corruption, and consequently to narrow his
powers and associate other officers with him in his trust, till he was disgusted and resigned his
place. They are now, | believe, well satisfied that their suspicions were groundless,” If this bea
correct representation of the matter, it conveys a very serious imputation upon the Bengal Govern-
ment, which must have adopted and acted upor. a suspicion without the slightest ground. It does
not appear that even the native servants of Col. Tod were obnoxious to the charge of venality, which
the Bishop brings against those of Sir David Ochterlony, who found his name placed by his own
moonshee, without his knowledge as a pensioner to the amount of £1,200 a year, on the civil
list of the poor old King of Delhi !
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wara was actually called ¢ Tod-gunge,” which name was, however, sup-
pressed at the earnest entreaty of Colonel Tod himself, who wished that the
Rana should have the merit of every beneficial act, contenting himself with
the secret praise which his own heart bestowed.

In February 1819, the state of Marwar was placed under his agency, in
addition to Méwar, Jessulmér, Kotah, Boondi, and Sirohi; and in October
of that year he proceeded to Jodpore, the capital of Marwar, where he con-
ferred with its sovereign, Raja Maun, a man of very singular qualities, whose
character Colonel Tod has developed with great ability in his Personal Narra-
tive.* The demoniacal spirit of revenge which actuated this prince, appears
to have disappointed the hopes and expectations of the Agent.t He visited
Ajmér, and in December returned to the valley of Oodeypore.

In January 1820, he set out on another expedition to the Hara states of
Kotah and Boondi. The former of these two states was under the actual rule
of the Regent, Zalim Sing, a remarkable personage, whom Colonel Tod has
aptly termed the ¢ Nestor of Rajast’han.” His shrewd sagacity is apparent
from two circumstances,—first, that his  eagle eye” saw at once the virtue
of compliance with the invitation of the British Government to conclude a
protective alliance, and the grace of yielding quickly (Kotah having been the
first state which formed a connexion with us); secondly, that he foretold
that, < at a day not distant, but one emblem of power (the British) would be
recognized throughout India.” The history, measures, and political and
moral character of this very remarkable man form the subject of some of the
most interesting chapters in the Annals of this state.

With the Rao Raja of Boondi, Bishen Sing, Colonel Tod had contracted a
friendship, and he gives an animated description of the joy which his appear-
ance excited in the capital, where the generous interposition of Britain, which

had
¢ Annals, i. 718.
t The recent conduct of Raja Maun seems, from the latest advices from India, likely to embroil
him with the British Government.
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bad restored Boondi to independence, was felt and acknowledged by prince,
chiefs, and people.

On leaving the capital, the party began to sink under the influence
of this destructive climate. At Jehajpore, which they reached on the
28th September, Colonel Tod was attacked by fever and ague. Fancying a
cake of mukht flour, he had not eaten two mouthfuls before he experienced
extraordinary symptoms. * My head,” he says, ¢ seemed expanding to an
enormous size, as if it alone would have filled the tent; my tongue and lips
felt tight and swollen ; and although I underwent no alarm, nor suffered the
slightest loss of sense, I deemed it the prelude to one of those violent attacks
which have assailed me for several years past and brought me to the verge
of death. I begged Captain Waugh* to leave me ; but he had scarcely gone
before a constriction of the throat came on, and I thought all was over. 1
rose up, however, and grasped the tent-pole, when my relative entered with
the surgeon. 1 beckoned them not to disturb my thoughts; instecad of
which, they thrust some ether and compounds down my throat, which
operated with magical celerity. I vomited violently ; the constriction ceased;
I sunk on my pallet, and about two in the morning, I awoke, bathed in
perspiration and without a remnant of the disease.” There was reason to
believe (and the surgeon was of opinion), that this was the effect of poison
administered in the cake. Three or four times he had been reduced to the
brink of the grave since he commenced his harassing duties in Méwar.

As they proceeded, the climate threatened to destroy the whole of the
party. Ensign Cary died ; Captain Waugh narrowly escaped the same fate
from the Kotah fever and Guinea-worm ; and Colonel Tod, when he reached
Mandelgurh, in addition to fever and ague, had a diseased spleen, which did
not, however, suspend his attention to business. Stretched on his charpae
(pallet), almost dead with inanition, with some three score leeches of enor-

mous

* Captain Waugh, the commander of the escort, was Colonel Tod's kinsman.
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mous size on his left side, he noted down the oral reports of the Bhomias
and Patels of the district, who filled his tent and remained in groups outside.

He returned to Méwar in October 1820 ;* but nature now began to warn
him in a tone not to be misunderstood. His once robust form was reduced
toa mere wreck ; and Dr. Duncan, the medical officer of the Agency, assured
him that he must die if he stayed in the country six months more. In the
spring of 1821, he determined to proceed to his native land, and only
waited the termination of the monsoon to execute this design; but in July,
he received an express from Boondi, announcing the sudden death, by cho-
lera,t of his estimable friend the Rao Raja, from whom he had parted but
a few months previously, who, in his last moments, nominated Colonel Tod
guardian of his infant son, and charged him to watch over his welfare and
that of Boondi. The formal letter of the minister was accompanied by one
from the Rani, the mother of the young prince, from whom also (or in his
name) he had a few lines, both seconding the bequest of the dying Raja, and
reminding him of the dangers of a minority, and of the elements of mischief
by which they were surrounded.

On the 24th July 1821, in the midst of the monsoon, he set out for
Harouti. Having to pass through Bhilwara, his reception was enthusiastic.
The entire population, headed by the chief merchants, and preceded by dam-
sels with the Akullus, or water-jar, advanced a mile to meet and conduct bim
to a place, now full of life and activity, which a few years before was
tenanted only by a famished dog. ¢ I passed,” he says, ¢ through the main
street, surrounded by its wealthy occupants, who had suspended over the

projecting

¢ This year, when the rupture with Sinde took place, he drew up and transmitted to Lord Has-

tings a plan for marching a force through the desert. He was at that time in communication with
Meer Sohrab, the Governor of Upper Sinde.

+ The spasmodic cholera morbus, called in these parts murri, or < the death,’ it is well known, made
its appearance in British India at the commencement of the war of 1817, and was at this time (1821)
wasting these regions. We owe to the researches of Col. Tod, in the archives of the Rajpoot

princes, the knowledge of the fact, that this terrific scourge is no new disease, having ravaged India
nearly two centuries ago, and often since. In 1661, it swept off numbers in Méwar.
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projecting awnings the most costly silks, brocades, and other finery, to do
honour to one they esteemed their benefactor. As my tent would not con-
tain a tenth of the visitors, I had its walls removed. Every moment I ex-
pected to see it fall upon us, for there were hundreds of hands at each rope,
swinging it in every direction in their eagerness to see what was going on
within between the Salkeb and the Punchaet of both sects, Oswal and
Mabhesri, or Jain and Vishnuvé. We talked over many plans for the future
benefit of the town, of further reducing the duties, and giving additional
freedom to the transit trade. My good friends having no inclination to
retire, I sent for the presents and the wuér-pdn, and they departed with
a thousand blessings and prayers for the perpetuity of our raj.”* He has
often spoken of the gratification he experienced on this occasion, which was
calculated to leave an indelible impression upon a heart like his.

On arriving at Boondi, where he received all the attentions which the most
delicate friendship could dictate (even to the sprinkling of his path with
holy-water by a Brahman, to prevent the approach of evil), the r¢j-tilac, or
ceremony of inauguration of the young Rao Raja, Ram Sing, took place, on a
lucky day, the 3d of Sawun. This imposing ceremony is picturesquely des-
cribed in the last Personal Narrative, at the close of the Annals. The British
Agent placed the young prince of the Haras on the gadi, or throne, and
dipping the middle finger of the right hand into an unction composed of
sandal-wood powder and aromatic oils, presented by the officiating priest,
he made the tilac, or mark of inauguration, upon the prince’s forehead, girding
on the sword and congratulating the new sovereign of Boondi in the name
of the British Government. The Agent, then, conformably to the will of the
late prince, and to the injunctions of the queen-mother, entirely reformed the
offices of the chief functionaries, providing a system of checks on the receipts
and disbursements of the revenue, making no material innovations, and dis-
placing or displeasing noone. At the next durbar, by request of the Rani,

he
* Annals, ii., 690.
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he pointed out to the chiefs, before they were dismissed to their estates, the
line of their duty and the necessity of conforming to the old laws of the state.
Although the festival of the Rakh:* had not arrived, the mother of the young
prince sent Captain Tod, by the hands of the family priest, the bracelet of adop-
tion as her brother, which made his young ward thenceforth his nephew. He
had received the rakk: from, and become the ‘¢ bracelet-bound brother” of, two
other queens, the Ranis of Qodeypore and Kotah, besides the maiden sister
of the Rana, and many ladies of chiefs of rank : these, he observes, were all
the treasures he brought away. He had afterwards the honour of a per-
sonal conversation with the princess mother (a curtain being interposed
between them) on the affairs of the state and the welfare of her ¢ Lalji.”
After a fortnight spent at Boondi, and having given a right tone to the
Government, he took his leave, reminding the Bohora, or chief minister,
by a metaphor full of intelligence to a Hindu, that if the administration was
conducted upon just principles, « the lotus would once more blossom on the
waters of the lake.”

Captain Tod returned by way of Kotah, which he found to be very far from
enjoying the tranquillity of its sister state of Harouti, Boondi. Here, there-
fore, fresh toils and vexations awaited him. The three months of August,
September, and October 1821, he describes as the most harassing of his
existence : * civil war, deaths of friends and relations, cholera raging, and all
of us worn out with perpetual attacks of fever, ague, anxiety, and fatigue.”
But even these physical ills were trivial compared with the moral evils which
it was his duty to remedy or mitigate. Ilis offices were well appreciated
by the blind and aged Regent, Zalim Sing, then in his eighty-second year,
“ whose orbless eyes,” says Colonel Tod, ¢ were filled with tears, and as I

pressed

¢ The Festival of the Bracelet (rakki) is one of the few occasions on which an intercourse of a
most delicate nature is established between the fair sex and the cavaliers of Rajast’han. By the pre-
sent of a bracelet, the Rajpoot dame bestows upon a favoured individual the title of ¢ adopted bro-
ther ;” scandal itself never suggesting any other tie between the lady and her defender, or rakhi-bund-
bhae, ¢ bracelet-bound brother.'—See Annals, i. 312, 581. )

f
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pressed his palsied hands, which were extended over me, the power of utter-
ance entirely deserted him.”

At Rowtah (the scene of his labours in the Pindarry war) he determined
to make a tour through Upper Malwa. Traversing the fatal pass of Mokun-
darra, he came upon the magnificent ruins of Barolli (situated on the tract
named Puchail, or the flat between the Chumbul and the Pass), of which he
has given exquisite graphic delineations, with descriptions that will tempt
many avisitor of taste to those desecrated and mouldering relics, which attest
the refinement of Hindu art at a date anterior to tradition. The choolis, or
whirlpools, of the Chumbul, the fragments of ancient grandeur at Gunga-
bhéva, and the caves of Dhoomnar, successively arrested the attention of
the enthusiastic traveller, and of these remains, (some of which, it is said,
have already disappeared under that powerful solvent, the climate, aided by
the more destructive hand of man,) drawings were made, engravings from
which adorn the Annals. The admiration which these specimens of archi-
tecture inspired, was increased by a discovery of the extensive ruins of the
ancient city of Chandravati, the rich and gorgeous workmanship displayed
in which may be ranked amongst the most finished productions of the chisel.
The elaborate carving of the flowers and foliage Col. Tod considers ¢ perfect.”
The tracery and other ornaments of one of the shrines, he says, “ no artist in
Europe could surpass.” Apprehensive that the English public might be scep-
tical as to the fidelity of the engravings, he deposited the original drawings with
his bookseller, in order that it might be seen that the engraver, so far from
improving them, had scarcely done them justice. Chandravati isa city of the
Pramara race, situated at the western face of the stupendous Aravulli chain;
its ruins bad long been the haunt of wild beasts, and from its ready-formed
materials the city of Ahmedabad arose. Colonel Tod had an inscription in his
possession, six hundred years old, which mentioned Chandravati, but it was of
little interest till he discovered its site and ruins. Itis also referred to in the
Bhoja Charitra. At Bijolli and Mynal, he discovered other ¢ architectural
wonders,” which he has also perpetuated by the pencil and graver.
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Ere he reached the valley of Oodeypore, he met with a serious acci-
dent, which had nearly cost him his life. On the 24th February 1822, he
was proceeding to restore to the chief of Beygoo, the head of the
Meghawuts, his territory, of which the family had been deprived by the
fraud and force of the Mahrattas for nearly half a century. The ‘sons of
Kala Megh” had assembled from all quarters to honour the event, and
to welcome their benefactor. The old castle of Beygoo has a remarkably wide
moat, across which there is a wooden bridge, leading to an arched gate-way.
Colonel Tod’s malhout (elephant-driver) warned him that there was not space
to admit of his elephant and howdah ; but a preceding elephant having passed
through, he was desired to drive on. The animal, from some cause, at this
critical moment, became alarmed, and darted forward. Colonel Tod, as he
approached the gate-way, perceived it was too low, and expecting instant
destruction, planting his feet firmly against the howdah and his fore-arms
against the gate-way, by a desperate effort of strength, burst out the back of
the howdah, and dropped from the elephant senseless on the bridge below.
He was sadly bruised, but not seriously injured. The sympathy of the
Rawut and his chiefs, which made them almost prisoners beside his pallet,
would have amply consoled him for an accident which partly arose from his own
want of caution ; but two days after, going to fulfil bis mission, what was his
astonishment to see the noble gate-way, the work of Kala Megh, reduced to a
heap of ruins, through which he was conducted to the palace situated on a
terrace, in front of which was the little court of Beygoo! On expostu-
lating with the Rawut for his rash destruction of the gate-way, he declared,
that « he] never could have looked upon it with complacency, since it had
nearly deprived of life one who had given life to them.”* These are people

who are said to be “ without gratitude!”
After
* Annals, ii. 574.—In a letter to a friend, when in England, Colonel Tod refers to the inicdent,
in a manner which shows how sensibly he felt this noble tribute of grateful respect: I had
the principle of life strong within me. It appears now a dream. But a week before, I was knocked
off my elephant in going to restore to the chief of the Meghawuts twenty-seven villages, alienated
f2 for
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After a visit to Cheetore, the ancient capital of Méwar (of whose archi-
tectural remains he has given specimens), he returned to Oodeypore in
March 1822.

He had now been twenty-two years in India, eighteen of which were spent
amongst the Western Rajpoots ; the last five in the capacity of political agent
to the Governor-general. His public duties and his extensive geographical and
statistical researches—alone sufficient to engross an ordinary mind—were
not the only objects which bhad occupied his studies; he employed the
facilities of his post, and of his connexions with the native princes, to
obtain an insight into the political history, the science, and the literature of
the Rajpoots; and the result brought to light a vast body of genuine Hindu
history, reaching to a remote period, disproving a notion which had been
adopted even by the best Eastern scholars. Before the successful
researches of Colonel Tod, no dogma was more gencrally acknowledged,
than that the Hindus had no native history; though it was naturally and
pointedly asked, ¢ It the Hindus have no history, where did the Maho-
medans discover the facts which are recorded by Abulfazil ?” The course
pursued by Colonel Tod, in exploring the historical works of the Rajpoots,
is described in the Introduction to the first volume of his Annals of
Rajast'’han. He appears to have had unrestricted access not only to the
archives of the princes, but to the immense libraries* of the Jain sect (of
which his guru, or preceptor, was a learned member), which appear to have
escaped the scrutiny of the Mahomedans, from whence he was permitted to
bring away MSS. of considerable value: these are deposited in the library of
the Royal Asiatic Society. The Rana of Méwar allowed him to borrow from

his

for forty-five years, which I recovered from the fangs of the Mahrattas. The animal ran off,
crossing the wooden bridge of the moat, and the arch, being too low, carried .ne fairly off. That
I was not crushed is a miracle. That night, the triumphal arch of the Mcghamwuts was levelled to the
ground. These are the men without gratitude! It was worth a broken limb, yet I escaped with
bruises.”

* In page 285 of this work will be seen an account of the literary treasures of the Jains.

— L .
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his archives those sacred volumes, the Purdnas, from whence he deduced
the genealogy of the Rajpoot tribes. Raja Maun, of Marwar, a man of
literary taste, and remarkably well read, had copies made for bim of the
principal histories of his family, which are likewise deposited in the Society’s
library.®* The « Book of the Johyas,” a race of Jits, occupying one of the
districts of Bikanér (amongst whom some traditions of Alexander the Great
are preserved), was sent him by the prime minister of Jessulmér. Amongst
other valuable historical works obtained by him in the country may be
mentioned the poems of Chund, the Rajpoot Homer (or rather Ossian), of
which Colonel Tod possessed the most complete copy extant, and which are
esteemed authentic history; and various Ckaritras, particularly the Komarpal
Charitra, or history of Anhulwara, from whence he has incorporated copious
extracts into this work. No subsidiary aids were neglected ; he was indefa-
tigable in his search for inscriptions, grants, coins, and other similar records,
which are the most irrefragable of historical documents. In the course of
these researches, he discovered (on his homeward journey), at Puttun Som-
nath, on the coast of Saurashtra, an inscription, in the Devanagari character,
which not only fixed the era of the Balhara kings of Nehrwalla, but disclosed
a peculiar era, the Balabhi Samvat.t His skill in decyphering dates con-
cealed, or rather secured from sophistication, in the cryptographic form,}
was of great advantage at a time when the art was by no means extensively
known even amongst the pundits of India. ¢ Many inscriptions,” he
observes,§ ‘ have been passed by me as useless from their not containing the

date

* A description of these Rahtore records is given in the Annals (ii. 2); one of them is the Rasa
Rao Rutna, in which the heroic deeds of prince Rutna, of Rutlam, are ¢ wreathed in immortal
rhyme.” v

t+ The inscription is given in the Appendix to the 4nnals, vol. ii. The dates are of the following
four eras: year of the Hejira, 662=year of Vicrama, 1,820=year of Balabhi, 945=year of Siva
Singha Samvat, 151. The date in our era is 1264,

{ An example of these cryptographic dates may be seen in p. 375 of this work

§ Asiatic Journal, vol. xxii. p. 14.
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date in numerals, nor was it until the last years of my researches that my
Yati (preceptor), through the medium of the primate, and some more learned
of his sect (the Jain), solved this difficulty, as well as the enigmatical
character of several of these inscriptions.” Colonel Tod was the first to make
known in Europe this peculiar system, which has since been fully developed
by M. von Schlegel, M. Csoma de Koros, and Mr. James Prinsep.

Nor were his archaological investigations exclusively limited to purely
Hindu antiquities. His discoveries of Bactrian and Indo-Grecian coins, of
which he accamulated a considerable number,* and his learned and accurate
illustrations of them, initiated the study of a branch of numismatic science
which has since produced important results.

The biography of Colonel Tod is now taken up in the work which is in the
hands of the reader, wherein he relates the cause of his quitting India, the rea-
son why, notwithstanding the reduced state of his health, instead of proceeding
directly to the nearest sea-port, he commenced a circuitous journey of discovery
(the motives to which are highly characteristic of his inextinguishable zcal in
the cause of science), the scenes and objects he met with, and the incidents
which attended this journey. It will be sufficient to say, that he bade
farewell to the capital of Méwar on the 1st June 1822, arrived at Bombay on
the 14th January 1823, and in the following month embarked for England.

A long interval of uninterrupted tranquillity and repose should have been
allowed to repair the wear which body and mind had undergone during so many
years of excitement in an enfeebling climate ; but his generous purpose was
incomplete until he had imparted to the world the knowledge he had gained,
and until he had made ‘his Rajpoots,” as he affectionately termed them,
known to the people of Europe. Instead of carefully nursing his health, he
applied himself eagerly to the arrangement of the immense mass of materials
he had accumulatedt for his meditated work, which demanded incessant toil

and

* These he bequeathed by will to the Royal Asiatic Society.
+ His collections of MSS., coins, and antiquities, the most valuable of which were presented
to
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and study. The consequence of thus over-taxing his physical powers was,
that, in 1825, his labours were interrupted by an attack of the same charactf:r
as that which, ten years later, terminated his valuable life.

Just before his arrival in England, the Royal Asiatic Society had been
formed (March 1823); Colonel Tod immediately enrolled himself amongst
its members, and was subsequently appointed librarian, which office he
retained as long as his health permitted. In May 1824, a paper was
read by him before the Society, being a translation, with comments, of a
Sanscrit inscription (a copy of which accompanied the paper), relative to the
last Hindu king of Delhi. This inscription he obtained at Hénsi Hissar
(situated about 126 miles N.N.W. from Delhi), when he left his post at
Sindia’s court, on a visit to his friend, the late James Lumsdaine. The object
of the inscription is to commemorate a victory gained by Pirthi-raj or Prith-
wir4ja, the renowned Chohan sovereign of Hindust’han (in the ruins of whose
palace it was found), over the race of Doda (A.D. 1168), by his vassal chiefs
Kilhan and Hamir, names of great celebrity in the contests of that period.
This paper is made the vehicle of much learned elucidation of the history of -
Western India, and illustration of the character of the people, then new to
European scholars. The slab containing this inscription Colonel Tod
transmitted to Lord Hastings, in 1818 ; but its fate is not known.

In June of the same year, he presented to the Society three copper plates,
containing grants, found by him at Oojein, in 1812, and an inscription upon
marble, at Madhucarghar, discovered in his last tour in Central India, in
1822. They all relate to the same family, the Pramara dynasty, whose
period they fix, as well as an important era in the history and literature of
India. These inscriptions, which were re-translated by Mr. Colebrooke, are,
like the preceding, illuminated with a glow of learning. Hi

is
to the India House or the Royal Asiatic Society, were subjected to heavy duties and charges in

this country, and there is amongst his papers a list of these articles, with the charges upon them paid
by him, amounting to £72, headed, in his hand-writing, “ Encouragement to Oriental Literature.”
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His account of Greek, Parthian, and Hindu medals, found in India, read
before the Society in June 1825, is one of the most valuable papers recorded
in its Transactions. - It was accompanied by fac-simile engravings (executed
at his own expense) of several medals, and in particular of two, which filled
up a chasm in the numismatic series of the Greek kings of Bactria, namely,
Apollodotus and Menander, the former of which is not included by Bayer in
his lists of the kings of Bactria, and was only known from the mention made of
him by Arrian. Colonel Tod, in explaining how and where he found these
valuable coins, relates that, for the last twelve years of his residence in India,
the collecting of coins, as an auxiliary to history, was one of his pursuits;
that, in the rainy season, he employed persons at Mathura and other old
cities, to collect all that were brought to light by the action of the water,
while tearing up old foundations and levelling mouldering walls. “In this
manner,” he says, “ I accumulated about twenty thousand coins, of all
denominations ; among which there may not be above one hundred calcu-
lated to excite interest, and perhaps not above one-third of that number to
be considered of value: but among them there are an Apollodotus and a
Menander, besides some rare medals of a Parthian dynasty, probably yet
unknown to history.”*

This paper attracted much attention on the continent of Europe, and a
paper upon the subject of these coins, by Mr. A. W. von Schlegel, was read
before the Asiatic Society of Paris.t Since that time, and probably in con-
sequence of this discovery, a powerful impulse has been given to the collec-
tion of these coins in Western India and Affghanistan, which are now

obtained

* In the Annals (i. 40), he states that he found the Apollodotus, in 1814, when he discovered
a remnant of the ancient city of Soorpoor, the capital of the Surseni of Alexander’s historians.
“ The plains of India,” he observes, “ retain yet many ancient cities, from whose ruins somewhat
may be gleaned to add a mite to knowledge.”

1+ ¢ Observations on the Bactrian and Indo-Scythic coins discovered by Col. Tod.”—Journal
Asiatique for November 1828,
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obtained in considerable numbers, and the fortunate and skilful discovery by
Mr. James Prinsep, the secretary of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, of the
key to the characters, whence it appears that the legends are in a dialect or
modification of the Sanscrit, has opened a new train of investigation into the
connected history of the East and West, which, as already remarked, has
led to important historical results.

The other papers submitted by him to the Society are the following:— An
Account of the Religious Establishments of Méwar (read in 1828), which
was afterwards incorporated in the Annals of Rajast’han; Remarks on
certain Sculptures in the Cave Temples in Ellora (read also in 1828) ; Obser-
vations on a Gold Ring, of Hindu fabrication, found at Montrose, in Scot-
land ; and a Comparison of the Hindu and Theban Ilercules, illustrated by
an ancient Hindu Intaglio (both read in 1830). The ring, which is the
subject of the last paper but one, was dug up on the Fort Hill, near Mon-
trose ; it was purchased by the late Miss Erskine of Dun, as it was supposed
to bear the supporters of the arms of that family (two griffins), and was duly
considered as a family relic. The Countess of Cassilis having shown it to
Colonel Fitzclarence (now Earl of Munster), he instantly recognized its
Hindu character; and forwarding it, with Lady Cassilis’ permission, to Colonel

" Tod, requested he would offer to the Society “such observations on the

discovery of so extraordinary a relic in so unlooked-for a quarter as his
extensive information respecting the history and antiquities of India might
suggest.” Colonel Tod has demonstrated that this mystic amulet represents
the symbol of the sun-god, Bal-nat’h, around which is wreathed a serpent
guardant, with two bulls, as supporters ; or the powers of creative nature in
unison, typified in the miniature Lingam and Yoni—¢ in short, a graven
image of that primeval worship which prevailed amongst the nations of
antiquity.” He considers that it belonged to some pious devotee, who,
desirous never to lose sight of the object of his adoration, wore it as a

talisman on the thumb.
g The
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The liberal and generous spirit by which he was actuated, did not allow him
to stint his communications to the scientific bodies of his own country ; he
diffused his information with true cosmopolitic ardour over the world. Whilst
at Milan, in 1827, six weeks after his marriage, labouring then under a dis-
tressing asthma, the result of an inflammation of the chest, which left him
scarcely power to write, or voice to dictate, he composed (without cither
books or references of any kind at command), and forwarded to the Asiatic
Society of Paris, a paper, which was inserted in their Journal,* entitled « De
I'Origine Asiatique de quelques-unes des Anciennes Tribus de I’Europe,
¢tablies sur les Rivages de la Mer Baltique, surtout les Su, Suedi, Suiones, Asi,
Yeuts, Jats, ou Getes-Goths, &c.”  In 1828, he presented to the same Society
six rolls of inscriptions from Western India, of which a report was made by
M. Burnouf, who recommended that they should be lithographed and cir-
culated through France and Germany.

His regimental promotion, which had been hitherto retarded, now acquired
an accelerated impulse. On the 1st May 1824, he attained the rank of major;
and on the 2d June 1826, that of lieutenant-colonel, being transferred to the
2d European Regiment, the very corps in which he commenced his military
career. His state of health, however, rendered a return to India, though
much desired by his friends in Rajpootana, unadvisable, and on the 28th
June 1825, he retired from the service.

In 1829, appeared the first volume of his Annals of Rajast’han, which
created a strong sensation amongst Oriental scholars at home and abroad. It
had, however, to contend against a formidable impediment to its popularity

with general readers ; for it was not only a volume of history,} but the history

of

* Journal Asiatique for May 1827,
+ At the very time when Col. Tod was bringing this volume before the British public, Sir N.

H. Nicholas was writing (1830) his « Observations on the State of Historical Literature,” wherein
he declares that scarcely any work of an historical nature, which had been published for the last ter
years, had paid its expenses; and that “ not a single publisher in London, at this moment, will
risk the cost of paper and print upon a volume illustrative of history, however interesting or

important it may be.”
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of a country which, till the appearance of Sir John Malcolm’s Memoir of
Central India (and he scarcely touched the confines of Rajpootana) was almost
entirely unknown. The name of the Author was not at this time sufficiently
familiar to the public in Europe, or even to the British community in India,
to impart that species of currency to his writings, from which many books

?

derive their chief saleable valuc. * His course,” says an intimate friend of
Colonel Tod, ¢ was such as to lead him but little into European society in
India, and his attachments were much concentrated in the native society
around him.” The work offered so few attractions to London publishers,
that he was compelled to take upon himself, which he did with alacrity, all
the risk and cost of bringing it out, and the plates and printing of this large
and very expensive work occasioned no slight drain upon a very moderate
fortune. Profit, however, was not his aim, nor even fame in its ordinary sense ;
his impelling motive was the discharge of what he terms, in. his Dedication
to the King, “a paramount duty ;” a desire to make known to the world “an
ancient and interesting race.” Nevertheless, in spite of these obstacles, and
the high price of the work, it has gradually taken a station in the permanent
literature of the country. Our periodical vehicles of criticism pronounced
the most favourable sentence upon it; on the Continent of Europe it has
extorted the warmest eulogiums from veterans in Oriental studies; and in
British India, where its value can, perhaps, be best appreciated, it is
regarded as a standard work. Principal Mill, one of our first Sanscrit
scholars, and amongst the most successful investigators of ancient Hindu
history, characterizes the Annals as ““a most valuable and elaborate contri-
bution to Oriental and general literature.” It is, in fact, the mine from
whence ephemeral writers still draw their information respecting Western
India, increasing knowledge of these parts having confirmed the accuracy
and fidelity of its details. The second and concluding volume appeared in
the early part of 1832.

g2 The
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The interest inherent in this mass of genuine original history, many
parts of which possess the fascinations of an elaborate fiction; the heroic
attributes of the actors and incidents recorded in it; the highly curious
and exact pictures of Hindu society which it exhibits; the exquisite
delineations of local scenery and of ancient cities and edifices from which
the veil of oblivion has been withdrawn after the lapse of ages; the erudi-
tion displayed in the archaological disquisitions ; the ease and liveliness of
the Personal Narratives ; the Ossianic character of the extracts translated
from the native chronicles, and the lustrous qualities of the Author’s own
style, which, though its purity may be occasionally adulterated with a few of
the vices of Oriental composition, rises in some passages into the highest
strain of fervid eloquence—conspire to invest the Annals of Rajasthan
with extraordinary attractions to those who dare venture upon the perusal of
so0 large a work., The enthusiasm of the author, who is the historian of some
remarkable events in recent Rajpoot history, of which he was an eye-witness
and in some of them an agent, has, moreover, infused into the narrative a
portion of his own feelings, and incorporated with it many of the adventures
of his own life. If this be a violation of the rigid laws of historical compo-
sition (though it is expressly declared by the Author, in the Introduction to
the first volume, that ¢ it never was his intention to treat the subject in the
severe style of history, which would have excluded many details useful to the
politician as well as to the curious student”), the reader finds some
compensation in the vivacity and fidelity which are thus given to the narra-
tive, and in the distinct picture it presents of the character and virtues of the
narrator.

The only portions of this great work which have experienced anything
like censure are those of a speculative character, namely, the curious Disser-
tation on the Feudal System of the Rajpoots, and the passages whercin the
Author shows too visible a leaning towards hypotheses identifying persons, as
well as customs, manners, and superstitions, in the East and the West, often

on




MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR. Liii

on the slender basis of etymological affinities. But most of these speculations
are offered as conmjectural, all of them being ingenious and plausible, and
some probably true. The rash conclusions of Major Wilford, and even
of Sir William Jones, in the infancy of our knowledge of Hindu literature,
had the natural and necessary effect, from the constitution of the human
mind, of causing prejudice to oscillate in an opposite direction, and all
the demonstrations derived from recent discoveries in the coins of Bactria,
the topes of Affghanistan, and the rock-records of Hindust’han, which have
atlength yielded their secrets to the perseverance and skill of European scho-
lars (some of which seem to justify the boldest conjectures of Colonel Tod),*
have scarcely cured the obstinate scepticism as to an original connexion
between the Eastern and Western nations, notwithstanding the obvious
grammatical affinities which their dialects present, and the well-established
fact of an intercourse between them in very early times.

The hypothesis of an identity between the feudal systems of Europe and
of Rajpootana is, indeed, founded upon better indicia than verbal resem-
blances. But, as it was observed in a critiquet on the Annals, * the tenure
of land on condition of military service, which is a simple and an obvious
expedient in order to provide for public defence, must every where produce
incidents more or less alike.” The idea of a feudal system in the East had been
conceived by learned writers antecedent to Colonel Tod, though he has the
merit of having fortified conjecture by practical evidence.f There are, how-

ever,

® When the industry of European collectors began to be directed to the search for coins in
India, and to produce such valuable results, Col. Tod, in writing to a friend, who communicated
them, says, * The numismatic discoveries are grand and delightful ; they fulfil in extent and value
ull I anticipated, and so often have expressed. Do you observe the confirmation of my observation,

that the Persian Gulf and Mesopotamia were the places ever for Bactrian medals, contained in my
letter from Rome ?”

+ Edinburgh Review, for October 1830.

t Richardson, in the learned Dissertation prefixed to his Persian and Arabic Dictionary,
expressly ascribes to the Feudal System an Eastern origin. “In Persia, Tartary, India, and other
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ever, two very important marks of distinction between the respective systems.
In the East, especially in Rajast’han, the king has no title to the soil, nor
any right whatever over the land, beyond the revenue which accrues from it.
In our feudal system, however, it was an essential principle that the king
was the universal lord and original proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom,
which were derived from him and held of him. Again: under our feudal
system, the villein or cultivator could acquire no property, and if he pur-
chased any land, the lord could enter upon it, and take it to his own use;
whereas, in Rajast’han, the ryot, or cultivator, is the actual proprietor of
the soil.

On the 16th November 1826, Colonel Tod married the daughter of Dr. Clut-
terbuck, a physician of considerable eminence in London. The state of his
health (as well as that of his lady) induced them to travel over various parts of
the Continent. In one of these journeys, passing through Savoy, he paid a
visit to the Count de Boigne, the celebrated GGeneral of Sindia, before whose
disciplined battalions the rude valour of the Rajpoots was of little avail, and
four thousand of them fell martyrs to liberty on the ficld of Mairta, in 1790.
Colonel Tod spent two delightful days with this veteran, at his princely resi-
dence, in his native vale of Chambéri.

In these journeys, and in his occasional sojourn in England, he was never
idle, but devoted his time, fortune, and health, to literary pursuits. His
mind, fraught with the stores of Eastern learning, and with the fruits of
his personal knowledge and experience, was ever teeming with projects for
communicating them to the worlé, of which many traces are to be found

amongst
Eastern countries,” he says, ¢ the whole details of government, from the most ancient time down
to the present hour, cau hardly be defined by any other description. The rise and progress of our
Feudal System is marked ; it was an exotic plant, and it has of consequence engaged the attention
of our ablest antiquaries; but in the East, it is indigepous, universal, and immemorial, and the

Eastern historians have never dreamt of investigating its source, more than the origin of regal
government.” Pp. xlii. and xliii.
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amongst his papers. He planned, and partly executed, a translation of the
poems of Chund,* for which undertaking no one could possess equal guali-
fications; and the specimen from the fifth book, which he printed for pri-
vate circulation, illuminated by notes containing a prodigious effusion of
varied historical knowledge, leaving no expression of his author obscure or
unintelligible, excites a keen regret that he did not live to complete the

design.t
The chief object of his later labours was the work now before the reader,
to which he dedicated the principal part of the winter of 1834, whilst at
Rome ; and, perhaps, to these exertions, which were unremitted, when he
was not disabled by actual suffering, his premature death may be mainly
attributed. He had resided in Italy during part of 1834 and 1835, in the
hope of conquering a complaint in his chest, and he returned to England on
the

* Of Chund, or Chand, called Tri-cdla, from his supposed prophetic spirit, Col. Tod has given
some scattered notices in various parts of his writings. He flourished at the close of the twelfth
century. He was the companion and bard of Pirthi-raj, the last Chohan Emperor of Delhi. His
work, consisting of sixty-nine books, comprising 100,000 stanzas. though dedicated to the exploits of
Pirthi-raj, is a universal chronicle of the pcriod when he wrote. The wars of this martial sovereign,
his alliances, his numerous and powerful tributaries, their abodes and their pcdigrees, which are
recorded in the poem of Chund, make this work invaluable for its historical and geographical
memoranda, as well as for its details respecting mythology and its pictures of manners. ¢ To
read this poet well,” observes Col. Tod, “ is a sure road to honour, and my own guru was allowed
to excel therein. As he read, I rapidly translated about 30,000 stanzas. Familiar with the dialects
in which it is written, I have fancied that I seized occasionally the poet’s spirit; but it were
presumption to suppose that I embodied all his brillia ey, or fully comprehended the depth of all
his allusions. But I knew for whom he wrote. The most familiar of his images and sentiments
I heard daily from the mouths of those around me, the descendants of the men whose deeds he
rehearses: I was enabled thus to seize his meaning where one more skilled in poetic lore might
have failed.” Of the dialect in which the poem is written, he says (in a MS. note) :—« We may
assign as a parallel to the variation of the provincial dialects the same difference as exists in that of
Languedoc and Provence, which bears the same analogy to the parent Roman as do the Bakhas, or
dialects, of Méwar and Vrij to the Sanscrit.”

+ This specimen, which is an episode, entitled « The Vow of Sunjogta,” translated into a kind
of Ossianic rhythm, has been since published in the Asiatic Journal, vol. xxv.,
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the 3d September. Whilst on a visit to his mother, in Hampshire, he wrote
the concluding chapters of the work, which was complete, except a few
notes and the Appendix. He had purchased a town residence in the
Regent's Park, and came up to London on the 14th November, in full spirits
at the idea of putting his work to press, and of settling down into a perma-
nent residence in the metropolis. The visible improvement in his appearance
and feelings gave sanguine hopes of his entire restoration to health. On
Monday, the 16th November 1835—the anniversary of his marriage nine
years previously—whilst transacting business at his bankers, Messrs. Robarts
and Company, Lombard Street, he was scized with apoplexy ; after the first
fifteen minutes, he lay speechless and without consciousness for twenty-seven
hours, and expired on the 17th November, at the age of fifty-three.

In person Colonel Tod was, perhaps, rather above the middle size ; his
frame had the appearance of having been robust, and was still vigorous. His
countenance was open and cheerful, his features were expressive, and
in the discussion of literary or scientific subjects, especially relating to India
and to Rajpootana, they were lighted up with extraordinary animation. His
general knowledge was various; his writings indicate a very wide range of
inquiry, more particularly in the branches of learning connected with history,
embracing Western as well as Eastern authors. With the Sanscrit and learned
languages of the East he was not, perhaps, so intimately acquainted as with
the Western dialects of India, which were the vehicles of oral communica-
tion and the depositaries of the history and science of Rajpootana. The
prominent qualities of his character were indomitable energy ; zeal bordering
upon enthusiasm; decision and perseverance; inflexible integrity, and an
independence of spirit, which made him jealous even to irritability of
wrong or encroachment. These qualities were tempered by great kindness
of disposition, warmth of affection, amenity of manners, frankness and sin-
cerity : few men have so much transparency of heart with so little of the
weakness which is one of its ordinary incidents. After administering the

affairs
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affairs of kingdoms, with almost boundless authority,—for the discretion of a
political agent in India is extensive,—neither the indulgence of power, nor
the vexation of harassing duties, nor the inroads of disease, could sour his
temper, or change the radical virtues of bis character ; he was to the last the
amiable person his brother officers found him, when a subaltern of eighteen,
in the 14th regiment of Native Infantry.

A better instrument for working out the political regeneration of such a
country as Rajpootanac ould not have been discovered than a man constituted
like Colonel Tod, whose feelings and qualities, in many poiuts, coalesced with
those of the people ; a community of sentiment was thus established between
them, which inspired confidence on one side, and gave a great moral influence
on the other. It has been remarked by the ablest of our Anglo-Indian states-
men (and the remark does not require the sanction of local experience, since
it is founded in human nature itself), that no European can be an acceptable
or useful functionary amongst the Hindus, who is not familiar with their
language, manners, and institutions, and disposed to mix with them upon
equal and social terms. Prejudices on either side, which are the chief barriers
to improvement, will then disappear ; the natives of India will more readily
adopt our views, when they perceive that they are suggested by a deep and
sincere interest in their welfare; and on the other hand, as Sir Thomas
Munro has justly observed, ‘ those who have lived longest amongst the
natives (and this is a strong argument in their favour) have usually thought
the most highly of them.” ¢ Never mixing with the natives, an European
is ignorant of their real character, which he, therefore, despises,” says another
profound observer, Mr. Colebrooke ; “ when they meet, it is with fear on one

side,

® Gleig's Life of Sir Thomas Munro, vol. ii. p. 12. Mr. Chaplin, Commissioner of the Deccan,

who was for more than twenty years in close contact with the natives of India, declared to the

Committee of the Commons on East-India Affairs, in 1881, that the more he saw of the natives,

the better was his opinion of them, and that * they will bear an advantageous comparison with the
natives of any country in the world.”

h



Iviii MEMOIR OF THE AUTHOR.

side, and arrogance on the other.” The hold he obtained upon the affection
and attachment of the people, from the prince to the peasant, was the grand
secret of Colonel Tod’s success, which affords a great practical lesson to the
rulers of British India.

A striking proof of the moral power which his knowledge of the native cha-
racter gave him, and of its utility in critical emergencies, is seen in the follow-
ing anecdote, which has Leen recorded by himself.* At the termination of the
campaign of 1817-18, General Donkin’s division (the right) was directed to
clear Méwar of the enemy, and had invested the strong hill-fortress of
Komulmér, the garrison of which could not be brought to surrender. Colonel
Tod (the Political Agent), being made acquainted with the position of affairs,
came to the spot, and determined to try the effect of a parley. In spite of
the general’s dissuasives, he offered to meet, unattended, the sirdars half-
way between the British post and the fort. They consented ; four of the
sirdars sat down with him on a rock, and in half an hour all was arranged,
namely, that the garrison should have their arrears of pay, and the British be
put in possession of the first gate next morning. At sunrise, Colonel Tod
moved down with the troops, Colonel Casement at their hecad. The sum to be
paid was about Rs. 40,000 (£4,000) ; Colonel Casement had only Rs. 11,000;
but the Political Agent had a native banker with him, who made out a bill of
exchange for the balance, which was accepted, and the fort was evacuated
just as an engineer officer arrived to report on the practicability of the siege
of a place 25,000 feet above the plains, which were without shelter, there
being but one face of attack, the approach to which was over an exposed
causeway. The engineer (Major Macleod) declared that he could not have

had a gun in position for six weeks.t
' Some

* Asiatic Journal, vol. xvi. p. 264.
+ To show “how perfectly simple was the method he adopted, and how perfectly tractable these

people are when led through the medium of their feelings and prejudices,” he describes the mode
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Some surprise was felt by the friends of Colonel Tod,* that, in the distribu
tion of honours from the Crown amongst the officers of the East-India Com-
pany, his name should have been overlooked. His services were never
undervalued, but, on the contrary, were always handsomely acknowledged by
the Court of Directors; and his experience and judgment in respect to the poli-
tics of Western India were appealed to by the Government during the inquiries
which preceded the adjustment of the great India question. The admirable
paper on this subject, drawn up by him, and which is printed in the
Appendix to the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee of the
House of Commons on East-India Affairs, is specially noticed in their final
Report of 1833. There were, however, technical difficulties in the way of
his claims, which, though not insuperable, had he been of a temper to solicit
what he perhaps esteemed his due, were suffered to weigh with those who
dispensed the favours of the Crown. It was intimated to Colonel Tod, as an
excuse for the non-insertion of his name on those occasions, that such distinc-
tions were not conferred on individuals who had retired from active employ-
ment,and who had not been officially gazetted for military services. His remarks

on
of negociation :— The prelude to the argument was on indifferent subjects, for even in the midst
of hostilities there is no deficiency of the courtesies of life among them. DMy first question was on
the muttun of each of the sirdars, a matter of interest to every human being. They were all
Mooslem ; two of them from Rohilcund. With these I talked of their native land, of their towns,
which I had visited, of the gallant Hafiz Rhamut. The others had served Sindia—we had mutual
acquaintances in that camp; and in ten minutes thus passed, sundry moral links of sympathy
made us no longer strangers. Confidence once awakened, the main object was discussed; and I
soon convinced them that it was their interest, and no disgrace, to surrender Komulmér. I pointed
out to them the difficulty of their position, so different from what it might have been even a few
weeks back, when they could have had both friends and supplies from the Marwar territory ;
adding, that I had now only to address the chiefs in the plains below to block up every avenue ;
and that they well knew they had created abundant enemies there as well as in Méwar, who would
bar all eafe retreat: for which, however, I pledged myself, if they surrendered.”
* « It seems strange,” writes a friend of Colonel Tod, “ that one who had done so much for the
arts and literature, and so much in his military and diplomatic capacities, should have received

no honour from his Sovereign; but he was a man who could not stoop to solicit what he felt to be
his due.”
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on the futility of these reasons show that he was somewhat hurt at his
exclusion.

But although such a token of his Sovereign’s approbation would have been
prized by Colonel Tod, the permanent distinction he had acquired in the deep-
seated gratitude of a noble-minded nation, amongst whoin his memory is
cherished with fondness, and will be perpetuated by future generations, more
than consoled him for the loss of these fugitive honours. Whatever be the fate
of Rajast’han, the praise of having raised it from ruin to prosperity, from
anarchy to peace—of having been its benevolent ruler and its enlightened
historian—of having earned the love of all but thieves and Pindarries, and
provoked the groundless suspicion of a jealous Government, through the
unwonted equity and mildness of his administration—this praise, which will
associate the name of Tod with the names of Duncan, Cleveland, and the few

real “ friends of India,” cannot be withheld from him, and no prouder heir-
loom could descend to his family.

Colonel Tod left two sons and a daughter.




TRAVELS

IN

WESTERN INDIA.

CHAPTER L

INTRODUCTION.

Motives for the present Journey.—Reasons for the Author’s leaving India.—Sentiments of respect
and regard of the native Princes towards the Author.— His proposed route to Bombay.

THrose who have looked into the Annals of Rajast’han, could make
an easy transition from the close of that work to the commencement
of this, without needing any prefatory or introductory observations.
It would, however, be treating the reader too unceremoniously,
perhaps, if, even assuming that he transferred his attention imme-
diately from one work to the other, I should say nothing of my
motives for this last journey; nor would it be decorous towards the
reader, if I did not offer some apology for the frequency with which,
in the present work, the pronoun 7 is obtruded upon him.

In a narrative of personal travels, it would be extremely embarras-
sing to the relator if he were compelled to shun fastidiously, upon all
occasions, the mention of himself. The perpetual periphrasis would

B betray
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betray an affectation more displeasing than the natural and simple
style of narrative, which can only be offensive where it is unnecessa-
rily employed : further, the reader of personal adventures must desire
to be acquainted with as much, at least, of the personal history ot the
relator, as will familiarize him with the circumstances of his connexion
with the individual scenes he describes, especially where, as in the
present instance, that connexion affords a guarantee for the fidelity of
the descriptions. I shall, theretore, without scruple, and without
anticipating a charge of vanity, speak of myself and my concerns
with as little restraint as if I were speaking of another person.

At the period of commencing this, to me, the most interesting of
all my journies, I had comvleted the term of my banishment, twenty-
two years, and nearly another, since I first left England; eighteen of
which had been spent among the Rajpoot tribes of Western India—
the last five in the capacity of Political Agent to Government ; having,
as such, the sole control over five of its principalities, namely, Méwar,
Marwar, Jessulmér, Kotah, and Boondi, besides the little state of
Sirohi. My health was so worn out by the laborious and incessant
duties of so extensive a charge (which afterwards gave sufficient
employment to four distinct agents), that it would have been impossi-
ble for me to get through another season. Occupied from twelve to
fourteen hours daily, amidst surrounding broils and discords, visited
every alternate day with excruciating head-ache, and doomed to severe
abstinence, though without intermission of toil, the only wonder to
my medical friends was, that I escaped this ordeal, and outlived such
constant persecution. Nothing, I believe, but the conviction that I
was benefiting thousands by my exertions, could have enabled me to
surmount it; but sentence of departure pressed, and with no little

bitterness
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bitterness I was compelled to turn my back upon the land of my adop-
tion, where I would willingly have laid my bones.

If ever there be a time in which there is a “joy in grief,” it is when
the sorrow you create or feel springs from a sense of good done. Pro-
vidence had placed me in a situation to dispense benefits, not to
individuals but to petty kingdoms. It would not become me to speak of
the expressions of gratitude from princes and nobles for their restoration
from poverty to affluence, from intestine feuds to political tranquillity ;
but the epithet of baba, or ‘father,’ conferred by the peasantry, may
be appealed to as an unexceptionable criterion of the nature of
my services.

A fortnight had been spent in preparations, and in order that I
might experience less interruption from visitors, I retired to the Su-
hailea~ca-bari, a delightful villa belonging to the Hara Queen, about
a mile north of the capital, the pleasant groves and lakes of which
I have elsewhere described. The Rana, when he came for the last
time with his court to ¢grant me leave,’ was amused at seeing me
surrounded with workmen employed in making cases for statues,
inscriptions, minerals, manuscripts, &c. It was a painful interview to
all parties. Till this period, not a chief present had throughout his
life ever laid his head upon his pillow without being prepared to be
roused from his sleep by the cry of “the enemy is at the gate :” some
ancient foeman, who had come to ¢balance the feud,’ or marauding
mountaineer or forest Bhil, who had emptied his cow-pens. Al these
sources of anxiety were now at an end ; the predatory Mahratta, the
ruthless Pat’han, the kinsman-foe (“weri), and border-plundcrer,
whether the son of the mountain (Mairote) or of the forest (Vanipu-
tra ), were all restrained by fear, or their swords turned into plough-

B 2 shares ;
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shares ; and the lordiy chief could now indulge his natural indolence,
or enjoy his noon-dose of opiate, without dread of hostile interruption.
‘To some, these halcyon days brought no content. We had amongst
us spirits to whom ¢ quiet was a hell.” Such were Hamira, the chief
of Badeswar, and the ¢ mountain lion’ (Bahar Sing.) The latter, with
many others, had good excuse for dissatisfaction, the greater portion of
his hereditary fields being now held by the Mahrattas, and it was a
part of his creed never to rest until this was redeemed.

The severing of such ties could not but produce a pang on both
sides ; it is a libel upon our nature to suppose what, in the plenitude
of arrogance, is too often proclaimed, that no virtuc can dwell under
a complexion a few shades darker than our own. On this occasion,
instead of his usual good-humoured and always instructive loquacity,
the Rana was silent and thoughtful, and what he did utter was in
abrupt sentences, with frequent repetitions of “ Remember, I give you
leave only for three years. Rama-dohac! (by Rama!) I will send and

’

fetch you if you remain longer.” DBut the expression which pleased
me most was a powerful appeal to the assembled chiefs: « He has
served me five years, raised the country from ruin, and does not take
even a pinch of the soil of Méwar along with him ("ek chookti bei Me-
war ca Malhi sung nahyn lea jila).” Ile was right; but having only
the example of the Mahratta lieutenants before them, they could not
comprehend how it was possible that the stranger could disinterestedly
perform all the onerous duties of a minister of revenue and finance.
Herein consists the grand secret of Luropean superiority, which with
temper and courtesy can never fail to command unlimited influence
and respect at a native, and especially a Rajpoot court. No human
being is more alive to the abstract beauties of morality than the Raj-

poot ;
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poot; and if he cannot through habit practise it” himself, he may be
guided by a thread by one who does.

After sitting a couple of hours, it became necessary to take leave,
and the parting gifts were produced. At length, the Rana made an
effort, and bidding me be careful of my health for his sake, his steed
was summoned ; and telling him to consider my cousin, Capt. Waugh,
as myself, adieux were exchanged with rapidity and pain. Several of
the chiefs lingered behind, to have a last word, especially the fat lord
of B’heendir, who afforded a conspicuous instance of what disinte-
rested plain-dealing will effect with a Rajpoot. From this chiettain,
when I mediated between the nobles and their sovereign, no less than
thirty towns and villages were taken, which, during the troubles, he
had contrived to hold in addition to his pufta or grant; and it was this
chief who, during that painful and most delicate task attending a
reciprocal restoration of lands, which the feuds and frauds of more
than half a century had made objects of contention, observed to me:
“ Do not expect too much, for if Bhagwan (the Almighty) himself were
to make the attempt, he would find it impossible to restore order in
Méwar.”

I could expatiate longer upon these topics, the retrospect of
which is delightful to me ; but more than enough has perhaps already
been said. It may, however, be requisite to explain why, in the
reduced condition of my health, instead of going directly to the nearcst
sea-port for embarkation for Europe, I commenced a long and arduous
journey of discovery. These researches, which present to the mind of
the inactive an employment at once fatiguing and dangerous, were to
me recreations from the toils of public business; and often, when
compelled to fly for a few days from the capital and its cares, in

pursuit
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pursuit of health, I used to pitch my tent either in the grove, in the
gorge of some valley, or at the outlet of the Bairis from its noble reser-
voir, the Oody-sagur, or perhaps isolate myself entirely in one of the
fairy islets of the Péshola lake ; where, with my manuscripts, the old
Guri, or the poet Chund, I passed the time in luxury with Pirthiraj
and the heroes of past days. Such being my disposition, and with
objects at hand which for years had dazzled my fancy, I could not
hesitate for an instant whether I should hazard a little more for their
attainment, or proceed direct to Bombay. I had traversed the united
floods of the Ganges and Brahmaputra,

« O’er whose expanse scarce dare the muse take wing ;”

had wandered where the Ganges and Yamuna break through their
rock-bound barriers, and had long set my heart upon a visit to the
¢ father of rivers,” the 4bba-sin or Indus, to tread the Delta of this most
classical of the many noble streams of India. But this was the ulti-
mate object: the secondary, intervening ones were of vast interest to
me. First, I determined to cross the alpine Aravulli, in my route to
the Olympus of India, the celebrated Aboo, in one of the lines of its
greatest breadth, either through the independent Bhil communities of
Ogunah Panurwa, or by the more intricate region, the source of the
Bunas river, said to be the highest point of this grand mountainous
range. Secondly, to descend its northern declivity to Marwar, and
skirting this magnificent hem of the descrt, penetrate by Sirohi to
Aboo. Various reasons combined to recommend the latter course, in
preference to an object of no small interest, that of visiting those
aboriginal communities, which have long been isolated, geographically
and politically, from all other societies. So far back as 1808, one of

my
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my parties had‘traversed these tracts, and brought me accounts of their
primitive and independent condition, which made me eager to visit
them. It was in this impervious region that the arrow from a quiver
of a deceased son of the forest, given by his widow, served my mes-
senger as a passport through its otherwise inaccessible vallies. In
exchange, however, I was to sce the defiles where the Ranas circum-
vented and destroyed their Mogul oppressors; the sources of the
Bunas ; and at the pass of Sadri, near that by which I intended to
debouch into the plains, the celebrated Jain temple of Rainpoor. At
the same time, I despatched a party, on whose intelligence and sagacity
I could rely, to traverse the other route, and meet me at Aboo. These
objects, which had found a daily place in my meditations for many
years, were at length within my grasp. Well do I recollect when, for
the first time, in 1806, Aboo had a niche in my map. I was then in
search of the source of the Bunas river, which we had more than once
crossed in our route to Sindia’s camp in that year; when, to my
inquiries as to its fountains, I was told, « they were far away amongst
the hills towards Aboo :”—and where was Aboo ? ¢ thirty coss west-
ward from Oodipoor, towards Sinde.” Down went Aboo with the
Bunas on my map ; and this first step made, I gradually attained its
source, the summit of Aboo, and, within a few hours’ sail, the Indus
itself.

Between these points, the first and the last of my present journey, I
had chalked out many intermediate objects of the deepest interest.
After the passage of the Aravulli, and the exploration of Aboo, my
intention was to discover what remained of the ancient Nehrvalla, the
Tyre of Western India ; thence to trace the site of Balabhi, for the
purpose of verifying the traditions of the Rana’s family. As this would

lead
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lead me by the Gulf of Cambay to the shores of the Saurashtra penin-
sula, I resolved to effect, if possible, a visit to the sacred mounts of the
Jains, the cradle and still the stronghold of their faith ; viz. Palit’hana and
Girnar ; and to conclude my pilgrimage in the Syria of India by a visit
to the shrine of its Baal and that of Krishna, at Dwarica, the L.and’s End
(juggut coont) of the Hindus. Thence, by the Pirates’ Isle, Bét, cross
the Gulf of Cutch, make an excursion to Bhooj, the capital of the
Jharéjas, return to the grand mart, Mandavie, sail on to the castern
arm of the Indus, and visit the last shrines of Hinduism at its embou-
chure with the ocean.

All this I accomplished, save the last object, which seventeen hours
of fair wind would have effected ; but for ample reasons, which will
appear in the sequel, I was obliged to stretch my sail across the ocean
to Bombay, instead of coasting to the terminating scene of Alexander’s
exploits in India. With this previous exposition, I shall now request
my reader to strike his tent, and begin his march with me from Oodi-
poor.
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CHAPTER IL

Departure from Oodipoor.—Enter the pass to Gogoonda.—Aspect of the country.—Gassyar.—
Asylum of Krishna.—Discharge of servants.—Improvement of the climate.—Temple of the

Buroonie pass.— Geology of the Hills.—Gogoonda.—Revenue.—Cultivation.—Chief of Go-
goonda.—Matrimonial connexion between the houses of Oodipoor and Gogoonda.—Effects of
unequal alliances in Rajpootana.—The Rao of Kotario.—Saimur.—Aspect and climate of the
Aravulli —Plants.—Agriculture,—Character of the mountain Rajpoots.—Chiefs of villages.—
Their traditionary tales.—Dress.—Habitations.—Sources of the Bunas.—Legend of the river.—
Western declivity of the Aravulli.—Magnificence of the pass.—Vegetation.—F'ruits.

IT was on the 1st of June, 1822, that I bade farewell to the capital
of the Seesodias. The morning was brilliant ; the thermometer, even
at the early hour of five, standing at 96°, the medium temperature at
morning and evening for the last few days at the villa :—Bar. 27° 90'.

As we skirted the hills on our left, to gain the entrance of the valley
which was to conduct us to Gassyar, I feasted my eyes, for the last
time, on each well-known object. In the foreground, immediately to
my right, peeping through the thick foliage, appeared the spire of the
village temple, near the villa, with the little pointed arched bridge over
the rivulet, along whose banks I used to wander in the early morning,
followed by myriads of the finny tribe, which had become quite fami-

liar, from my habit of feeding them.* A little further, the cupolas of
the

* This may appear strange to some persons, but it is well known to all who have been in India,
that fish in sacred tanks will feed from the hand ; and I have elsewhere mentioned, that in the
Mahanaddy, where it is three miles broad, the fish will follow for miles for a little burnt rice. 1
have the merit of being teacher to those in the valley. I have also mentioned, I think, the mode of
taking the fish in the rainy season, by poisoning the waters with noxious weeds, when the frsh, float-
ing to the surface, are taken by the hand, or killed with sticks; a process which alike prevailed
amongst the Americans (Robertson, vol. ii. p. 118); and in Abyssinia (Bruce, vol. 1.)

C
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the Baidla chieftain’s castle, embowered in a deep grove of date trees ;
beyond, the well-known cleft in the rock, which indicated the pass
leading by Dailwarra to the plains, and by which I entered, eighteen
years before, a young Sub., in the train of the embassy, and twelve
years later, as Political Agent : the whole backed by the towering peak
of Rata-Mata, and the many noble pinnacles which diversify in the
most picturesque manner the outline of this fine valley.

At the distance of a mile and a half from our villa, we reached the
gorge of the pass which leads to Gogoonda, and which, taking an
abrupt sweep to the left, shut us out from the valley, and led us upon
land untrodden by the European. For some distance, we pursued our
route, over broken ground, with very little ascent, the hills on each
side being covered with the prickly thoor (‘cactus) to the summit, which
served as underwood to scattered trees of no great growth.

As, after a long halt, both men and cattle get tender in the feet, it
is bad policy to make a long march. We halted at Gassyar, only six
miles from the capital. From the entrance of the valley, the ascent
became gradual, and our position was some hundred feet above the
level of Oodipoor. Though I felt inclined to term the entrance to
Gassyar, the eastern hill of the Aravulli, I believe that, properly, we
must only regard the valley of Oodipoor as a fertile oasis within its
rock-bound barriers, the chains which encircle and mingle in every
way with the loftier portion of the mountain. Gassyar is an inconsi-
derable village, but obtained much celebrity from being chosen as the
retreat of the god of Nath-dwarra, during the days of evil, when
neither Mahratta nor Pat’han respected the Apollo of India, who, on
being driven from his proper shrine on the Yamuna, by Aurungzebe,
found refuge with the King of all the Rajpoots. It was the father of

the
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the present high priest, at the recommendation of Zalim Sing of Kotah,
and with the assent of the Rana, who conveyed the god from Nath-
dwarra to this retreat, which was strongly fortified by a wall with
towers thrown across the valley, for whose defence the regent furnished
two companies of infantry. These embattled walls lend a very pictu-
resque appearance to this wild spot, which possesses some fine foliage,
amongst which I observed an elegant and majestic shrub, having a
rich crimson berry, about the size and appearance of that of the
arbutus. It was called akolia.

I had, however, little time for observation, being followed by the
minister, several chiefs, and a crowd of others, who escorted me thus
far on my journey. My cavalcade and equipage came straggling in’
throughout the morning : the camels evidently not relishing in these
rugged paths their burthen of mutilated divinities and inscriptions.
Though the sun was broiling hot, we enjoyed the novelty of our posi-
tion, and had the breakfast-table spread under the shade of a fine
tamarind tree. But, let the lovers of Hyson imagine my consternation
when, on sipping the infusion, the only panacea for my ills, I found
that the whole stock was perfumed with an overpowering aroma. In
the hurry of packing, my domestic had stowed away a bottle of cajeputi
oil in the very core of my magazine of tea, and the cork having
escaped, the precious extract, which cost me two gold mohurs the
bottle, was mixed with the yet more precious herb.

This was a day of labour, and so checquered with mingled pain and
pleasure, that it was difficult to say which predominated. It was at
once a painful and pleasing task to pay off and reward the long and
faithful services of domestics, several of whom had grown grey in
following my steps, from my thoughtless subaltern days to the moment

c2 of
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of my retirement. It is a practical reply to those who can find no
gratitude or fidelity under a dark skin, that I have yet met with none
who have served long in India, and lived to return to their own
country, who did not draw comparisons in the highest degree favour-
able to the Asiatic, in regard to all the higher qualities as well as the
subordinate—honesty—sobricty—fidelity, and respect.

June 2d.  Near GocoonNpa.—Another short march through a coun-
try, every step in which discovered rugged and picturesque grandeur.
The barometer at sunset, 27° 25, denoted that we were climbing, and
the thermometer, 82°, or thirteen degrees below its range in the valley,
afforded an agreeable proof of improved climate within the space of
twelve miles. We had rain yesterday, with the wind from the west ;
and to day it veered to the south-west, between which points are the
prevailing winds of this season. About midway, as we abruptly entered
the Buroonie pass, its little temple came in sight—the sole indication
that man abided in these wilds, which Nature, as if in a moment of
freak, had done much to diversify ; for, amidst their rugged acclivities,
there was no want of foliage, over which the tufted kujoor, or date, and
the graccful tal, or palmyra, lifted their airy forms, indicating that
there was no deficiency of water in this alpine tract. Wherever the
mountains were laid bare, they shewed their granitic formation, while
the base of the valleys exhibited slate of every form and colour, from
the massive compact dark blue, to the schistose dark brown and aqua-
marine, the predominant colour about Gogoonda, the roofs of its
houses presenting a singular appearance, from being covered with this
sca-green slate, of which the chief temple was entirely composed—its
blocks being of this material. The loftier peaks of the mountains,
which rose many hundred feet above the level of our route, were

chiefly
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chiefly of rose-coloured granite, sometimes presenting a vitreous
appearance, sparkling in the sun.

Gogoonda is a town of some consequence in this region, being one
of the sixteen great fiefs of Méwar. The estate is nominally Rs. 50,000
annual revenue ; but as it is necessary, in the phrase of these regions,
to expend a rupee in order to make one, in other words, to lay out
both skill and capital, in order to secure a return, in both of which
points the nobles of this country have been, from many concurrent
causes, sadly deficient, the Gogoonda fief has not realized more than a
tithe of this sum for many years past. The prevailing mode of cultiva-
tion in these mountainous tracts is, by embanking, terracing, and
damming ; but this region has for centuries becn the scene of strife,
as well as under Mahratta domination. The chieftain of Gogoonda is
a J’hala Rajpoot, a tribe peculiar to the Saura peninsula. It would be
unfair to take the present incumbent as a specimen of the great vassals
of Méwar, even in these degenerate days, as he is, without exception,
one of the meanest of mortals ;—stunted in growth, dark and ill-
favoured, weak in intellect as in body, he might be supposed a specimen
of the Vanmanoos, or Man of the Woods, to whom the gift of speech
had been imparted ; for his lineaments assimilate more to those of the
long-armed race than any I have ever seen. ‘Moreover, to complete
the picture of deformity, the few teeth, which the use of metallic
poisons had left him, were black, and bound together by gold wire.
The envenomed tongue of slander, which penetrates even to the reces-
ses of the Aravulli, has ascribed this anomalous physiognomy to a son
of the forest—the Vana-putra Bhil ; but let us repudiate the scandal :
for, as Chund says, « The child of a crow must be a crow.”* Now

the

* Ferdousi, in his satire upon Mahmoud, says, ““ a raven’s egg can produce nothing but araven.”
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the heir of Gogoonda being a perfect contrast to his father in limb and
feature, the father is not « the son of a crow,” and his personal defor-
mity must be ascribed to a freak of nature. Ihave elsewhere explained
the reasons* which compelled the Ranas of Méwar, who boast their
descent from the deified Rama, to renounce all matrimonial connexion
with the other noble Rajpoot princes, from the moment that the latter
debased the purity of Hindu blood by alliance with the Islamite sove-
reigns of India. Accordingly, as the laws of propinquity do not admit
of intermarriage with their own nobility, the Ranas enrolled amongst
them a proportion of foreign Rajpoots, of the Chohan, Rahtore, and
J'hala tribes, through whom the line of their founder, Bappa Rawul,
was carried on ; and who, on receiving wives from amongst the Ranas’
daughters, obtained an importance which wealth could never confer, and
they consequently claimed equality of rank with the lesser independent
princes of India. The mother of the present Rana was a daughter of
the Gogoonda house ; a woman of an intrepid and masculine under-
standing, and whose personal attractions, if we judge by her son, must
have becn eminent ; for the Rana’s family is esteemed the handsomest
in Rajpootana. The present heir, now Rana Jowan Sing, has been
stamped by Nature with the outward impress of sovereignty. The niece
of that Ranee is the mother of the chieftain of Saloombra, the premier
noble of Méwar, which connects him with his sovereign by a double
tie. The female issue of this connexion may be wedded to the Chohan
noble of Baidla, or the Rahtore of Ganora—two of the Sixteen ; and
the daughters of such marriage may be espoused by the sovereign : and
thus the blood of the great founder of the race is transfused by indi-
rect channels into the original current,- carrying with it that scarcely

less

¢ Annals of Rajast’han, vol. I. p. 835.
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less noble, the Chohan, Rahtore, and Chawura, from the descendants
of the kings of Dehli, Kanouj, and Anhulwarra. The following anec-
dote at once exemplifies the dangerous effects of these unequal alliances,
and the mischiefs resulting from polygamy. In the AnNaLs, I have
given an example of the former, in the case of the chieftain of Sadri,
who was betrothed to a daughter of his sovereign ; whilst the chronicles
teem with instances of the evils of polygamy, engendering disputes and
appeals, which the love of authority too frequently encourages; and
where, as in the instance about to be related, the sovereign is weak
enough to lend his countenance to the females, over whom he ought
to claim no authority after they have acknowledged a lawful lord: the
consequence is lamentable.

The Chohan chief of Kotario, one of the Sixteen, a lineal descen-
dant of the last Hindu emperor of Dehli, had espoused two wives, one
from the Suktawut house of Bheendir, the other a branch of the royal
family, being one of the daughters of a Ranawut chief, who, by
courtesy, are styled babas, or infantas. But as love is not inspired by
the accident of birth, and the daughter of Bheendir added the virtue
of obedience to other qualities required in a Rajpoot household, she
became the favourite, to the mortification of the nobler wife. Both
had male offspring, but the inheritance of Kotario was the right, by
birth, of the son of the fair Suktawutni, who was, accordingly, received
and caressed by all. Unhappily, however, this pledge of affection
sickened and died, and the bereaved mother scrupled not to attribute
the loss to her rival’s designs to secure the succession to her own son,
and openly accused her of having instigated the dakunie, or witch, to
“ eat the liver” of her child: Where such superstition reigns with
unlimited sway, a doating husband would give easy credence to the

suspicions
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suspicions of his favourite wife, which estranged him still more from
her rival.  The high-born dame resented this, and, through her father,
made application for the restitution of connubial rights to their com-
mon sovereign, the Rana, with such a colouring as suited their purpose
of obtaining revenge for the grossest insult one Rajpoot can offer to
another. The Rao,—for such is the title of the Kotario chief,—had
already enemics at his sovereign’s court, and those chiefly of his own
kin and tribe; for, as he observed, the Chohan (his tribe) was the
most accursed of all the Rajpoot races—no man could look on his
brother’s prosperity without envy. The Rana was made to believe
that this unhappy father, who had lost one son, contemplated the des-
truction of the other, the offspring of the neglected wife, in order to
avenge the favourite, who suggested the deed.

Unhappily, irfanticide, arising out of the complex connubial ties of
the Rajpoots, is too common to have created surprise or doubt, and
the supposed intention was eagerly assumed by the Rana as a pretext
for commencing a series of persecutions against the last scion of a long
line of heroes. The tenure of the foreign vassalage of this court is
termed kala-putta, or, black grant; meaning that it is resumable, in
contradistinction to the ancient indigenous puttaets, whom the oppres-
sions practised on the Kotario chief would have driven into rebellion :
but his estate was isolated in the very heart of the country, and his
means of opposition were already exhausted in perpetual contests with
the roving Mahrattas.

It was this chief who, on returning from his tour of duty at his sove-
reign’s court, at a time when loyalty durst not shew its front in Méwar,
with his little band of twenty-five horse, was suddenly surrounded by
the Mahrattas and called upon to surrender; whereupon the Rao,

dismounting,
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dismounting, at one blow hamstrung his own horse, and calling to his
vassals to imitate his example, with their gallant steeds bleeding around
them, stood with sword and shield on their defence. As plunder, more
than glory, was the object in those days, the predatory Southron cared
not to assail those from whom, if successful, he could merely obtain
cold steel, and they wisely left the Rao and his band to regain the
castle of Kotario on foot.

The family of the Kotario chief formerly possessed the estate of
Chandwar, near Agra, of which they were deprived by Secunder Lodi,
who demanded a daughter of the chief and met with a refusal. The
then possessor, Rao Manikchund, emigrated with his family to Guz-
zerat, and was well received by Mozuffer Shah, who appointed him to
command on the Kathi frontier. In an engagement with the Kathis,
he was severely wounded, and taken from the field by the king in
person. His son, Dulput, acting as an auxiliary to the Rawul of Don-
gersau, was defeated and killed. He was succeeded by his son, Sun-
gram Sing, who accompanied Bahadur Shah, of Guzzerat, against
Cheetore, when Humayoon came to the Rana’s assistance. It was at
this period that the Chohan, who had 2,000 horse and 1,500 foot, with
thirty-five elephants in his train, was prevailed upon by the Rana
(Oody Sing) to remain in Méwar. The conditions attached to this
engagement were, that the Chohan should accompany the Rana only
when he took the field ; that he should not act under an inferior; that
he should make his obeisance only once a week; and that his rank
should be equal to that of the highest chiefs of the Seesodia family.

- The Rana, about the period of my joining his court, had sent the
Zubtee to sequestrate the only two remaining townships of Kotario
which afforded the Rao means of subsistence, the others being laid
‘ D waste
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waste by the incursions of the general enemy. He had assigned them
to the surviving child, who, being the son of one of the infantas, was,
by courtesy, his nephew, and whom he considered, from this assumed
treachery of the parent, as his ward. But the Rana having, with the
assent of his nobles, made me general umpire and arbitrator in all
disputes between Southron and vassal, the case of Kotario came under
my adjudication. I was interested for the lineal representative of Kan-
Rae, the generalissimo and uncle of the last Chohan emperor of Dechli,
whose armies he led against the ¢ Sultan of the North,’ and whose
glory is exalted even by the Islamite historian; for it was Kan-Rae
(written by Ferishta Kandirai) who propelled his steed against Shabud-
in, at the head of his cuirassiers, and but for his armour of proof,
the i)rince would have had his pretensions to the throne of Dehli for
ever sealed by that chieftain’s lance. ¢ Is the descendant of Kan-Rae
to be at the mercy of the back-biter who has poisoned the sovereign’s
ear? My poverty is my foe, for I have nothing left to bribe those
around the Huzoor (‘ presence’), to shield me from injustice!” This
forcible appeal, the personal demeanour of the Rao, and, above all,
the abstract justice of his case, were irresistible, and I told him to be
of good cheer, for that I would willingly be his vakeel with his sove-
reign.

That day, I sought the presence of the ¢ Sun of the Hindus,” whom
I found, however, prejudiced; but I reminded the Rana of the ser-
vices of the Chohan, at times when those now basking in the beams
of his favour durst not, or at least did not, shew their faces ; and urged
him to mete out the same measure of grace to the Rao that Providence
had shewn to himself. There was nothing of obduracy in the Rana’s

character, and if there was a single good point in that of the client, it

was
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was readily admitted by him. On this occasion, our conference con-
cluded with the assurance, on the Rana’s part, that if the Rao would
overcome his dislike to his Bhanaij,* and introduce him to the Durbar,
he would shew every proper attention to his interests in return. I
lost no time in telling the Rao, that compliance with the wish of the
prince was his duty, and the road to favour. The struggle was evi-
dently a bitter one, and evinced that he participated in the suspicions
of his now childless and favourite wife; and although he promised
compliance, as he said, from gratitude to me, his delays and excuses
appeared interminable. At one time, he had the small-pox; at ano-
ther, he pleaded that his poverty disabled him from carrying his wife
and family to the capital ; that it would bring her kindred to visit her,
when entertainments with gifts must follow, and that he had neither
funds nor credit. Although there was truth in all he advanced, his
reasons were inadmissible, in competition with his sovereign’s wishes,
on the fulfilment of which his own welfare depended. He confessed
the abstract force of my argument, but, while he acknowledged the
obligations of duty, he denied the right of the prince to interfere in
his domestic affairs. “If I yield on this point,” said he, I shall be a
slave in my own house :—far better that I should go to ruin!” adding,
that his personal enemies were desirous to get rid of him, and wished
to force him to retire on a pension to Nathdwarra, and make way for
his son. I pledged myself that this should not be, if he acted up to
his prince’s demands. All points were at length conceded, and in a
few days I had the satisfaction of seeing presented to him a fresh grant
of Kotario, in which the sequestrated townships were included. The

boy

® Bhanaij, or Bhanja, is a nephew by the female side, and Bhateeja by the male.
D 2
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boy was introduced to me, exhibiting a fine specimen of the Rajpoot
youth of Méwar, before indolence and opium had exerted their
influence. Could these drawbacks be removed, I should not despair
of this descendant of Kan-Rae doing honour to the race from which he
sprung.

Adieu, however, to these topics ! We have now done with the J'hala
ot Gogoonda and the Chohan of Kotario. May their descendants prove
Worthy of the many noble examples which could be adduced to corro-
borate their claims to the admiration of the good and great of all
climes!

June 3d. Sarmur.—This is about the highest point of the cultivated
portion of the Aravulli, though peak on peak darts up around us in
every direction. At 2 p. M., the barometer was 27° 33'—the thermo-
meter 82°, At sunset, the former was 27° 32/, the latter 76°—the
summer heat of England in the dog-days of the tropic of India. What
a climate, compared with the valley of the capital, where it had stood
at 95°, both at sunrise and setting, when we started on this journey!
In a transport of delight and short-sightedness, I threw away my tatties,
of which I had abundant reason to repent, as the sequel will show.

We had showers in the evening, with the wind from the south-west.
The interest of my journey over this alpine region increased at each
step ; every thing was novel in nature and her works, animal and vege-
table. We had heard that the almond and peach-trees flourished in
these wilds, and to an extent so considerable, that the kernel of the
fruit, which they call the aroo-badam, or almond-peach, formed an
article of exportation. We had seen them in the valley of Komulmér
and in the pass of Dailwarra, though we had supposed the peach to be
cultivated, and had some doubts regarding it, this having so long been

the
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the abode of the Mahratta chiefs, until we saw some which were
growing self-planted from amongst the interstices of the stone facing of
a well. In to-day’s march we observed several. Expressing my
surprise, I was told they were more abundant in the valleys of Komul-
mér, which are said to produce many curious and useful indigenous
plants ; and, besides a crab-apple, the saloo or saloo-misri, which is
either the arrow-root of our pharmacopceia, or a plant which yields a
farinaceous substance of the same kind. It was described to me not as
a root, but as a bel or creeper, sending forth spurs or clusters, like
fingers on the hand. They, however, could not, or did not attempt to
prepare it for use. Whether they meant to liken it to the clustered
pods of the bean, I do not recollect ; if so, it is probably the same as
the calamus, described by Diodorus Siculus, and found in Ceylon.* I
wrote my kinsman, Capt. Waugh, whom I left in charge at the capital,
to procure some of it, and named the village, i. e. Kurria, in the alpine
district of Komulmér, where the wild grape (‘dhak ), and the wild apple,

as well as the saloo-misri, were produced.t
If the true definition of alp be an upland, or mountainous pasture-
land, this magnificent region well merits the epithet of alpine; for,
amidst its towering rocks and numerous rivulets, there was not only
abundance of fine pasture, but arable land, of which a considerable
quantity was under the plough, preparing for maize, wheat, barley, and
even sugar-cane. If the operations of agricultural industry are ever
pleasant

* He says: “ plenty of calamus is produced there, whose fruit has the appearance of white vetches.
When gathered, they steep it in hot water till it swells to the size of a pigeon’s egg ; then rub it in
their hands into a dough, knead and bake it into delicious bread.”—( Diod. Sic. book ii. c. 4.)

+ This note will, I trust, be made available hereafter for the purpose of much varied knowledge,
by that zealous botanist, Dr. Royle, author of « Illustrations of the Botany and other Branches of
the Natural History of the Himalayan Mountains.”
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pleasant to behold, they are especially so in these mountainous recesses,
where the forest has been levelled to make way for the plough. But
here was an additional source of interest to the contemplative mind, in
finding the Rajpoot mountaineer, descendant of the ancient princes of
the land, in the full enjoyment of all his native dignity, lofty in mien,
strong in limb, and independent in soul ; and, though eating his bread
by the sweat of his brow, losing not an iota of the remembrance of his
high descent : the sword and shield being as familiar to his hand, as to
his indolent brethren of the plains; his life being a scene of warlike
defence against the lawless surrounding tribes, the Mair, Mheena, and
Bhil. All the thakoors, or chiefs of villages, collected round me to-day,
to proffer their services, and several remained in and about my tents
the whole day, regaling me with the traditions of past times,—how
their ancestors had defended to the death each pass in the vicinity,
« when the cloud of war rolled from the north,” and the Toork had
resolved on the subjugation of their prince ; or inroads of their maraud-
ing neighbours; or classic stories, which immortalized each peak or
dell.

One spot they pointed out, dusky and deeply wooded, which backed
the sources of the Bunas, and to which the hero Pertap was oft-times
indebted for shelter when hard pressed by his relentless foeman. To
this, as to many other of his retreats, they give the name of rana-paj,
or footsteps of the Rana. In listening to these exhilarating narrations,
or in trying my skill with the kumpta, or bamboo bow, and arrows a
full yard long, the day was soon spent. The garb of these mountain
lords was very different from that of the plains, and harmonized with
the scenery around. As the Dussanoh chieftain advanced, we might

have fancied him an antique Greek, saving the turban. His loose
chadur
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chadur, or mantle, was tied in a knot on the left shoulder, leaving the
breast and arms free ; while a cloth was wrapped round his loins, in
length and form corresponding to the kilt. In his hand he held the
bow, while the quiver depended from his shoulder. This is the usual
dress of the hills, and which I found extending to Sirohi. Some of the
more polished wear this robe over loose trousers; but this is an inno-
vation on the ancient garb. The construction of their villages is in
unison with the simplicity of their costume, the dwellings being of a
circular form, with conical thatched roofs ; and, when grouped in small
hamlets, perched for security half-way up a peak, and shaded by neem
trees, their appearance is highly picturesque. Occasionally, as at Pud-
zaroh, the village temple with its spire gives dignity and effect to the
scene. As I passed, its blind chief was led out to meet me ; and here
I beheld a striking contrast between the tolerant Rajpoot and the
fierce, bigotted Islamite, whose ecdga, or place of worship, the mark of
conquest, was left unscathed, though within sight of the half-demolished
shrine of Pudzaroh.

Another of my enjoyments this day was the discovery of the long-
looked for sources of the Bunas river; a stream which, whether
regarded in respect to magnitude or to utility, is one of the most
important in Rajwarra. To me, who had traced its course through
many a region to its confluence with the Chumbul, the discovery of
the fountain-head could not fail to suggest those pleasurable, though
complex and indescribable sensations, which the source of a great river
always excites. It lay about five miles to the south-west of my encamp-
ment on the highest point of the table-land, and was joined by many
smaller rills, as they poured their shallow but crystal waters over their

rocky beds. If the Rajpoot ¢ lord of the mountain and the flood”
offers
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offers a resemblance to the ancient Gaul in outward costume and the
superficial points of character, the analogy is further preserved with
respect to the legends of romance, which thejr imaginations identify
with every visible object. Unfortunately, I confided to my memory
alone a very pretty traditionary legend attached to the source of the
Vanasi, the more classic name of this Naiad of the Aravulli. The
pith of it is, that she was a chaste shepherdess, who, while disporting
in the waters of this natural fountain, espied, to her horror, an intru-
der gazing upon her charms. A stranger to the delicacy of the lover
of Musidora, he could not say,—

 Bathe on, unseen but by the eye of love ;*

and as, in all probability, the art of writing was unknown to the
invader, he was obliged to come forward in proprié persond. Be this
as it may, she prayed to the guardian divinity of the fountain to shield
her from his gaze. The prayer was heard ; the waters rose and covered
the Bhilni, who was thus metamorphosed into the crystal stream, the
Vanasi, or ¢ Hope (‘asi) of the Forest (‘vana) °—a most appropriate
appellation for the genius of the stream, the life and soul of the inha-
bitants of this rock-bound abode. Her subsequent course, which I
have traced through all her meanderings, from the cradle to her union
with the Chermutti (the classic appellation of the Chumbul, a male
stream), is not less interesting ; and, were this a convenient place, I
would invite the reader to an excursion along her banks for full three
hundred miles. At one lonely and lovely spot, amidst the covert of
wood and rock, before she gains the plain, the legend says, a hand
sometimes appears above the waters.* We should next overtake her

coquetting

* In the ““ Annals,” I describe this spot in the journey to Komulmér ; where the fable goes, that
the hand of the genius of the stream used often to be seen above the water, until a barbarian Toork
threw a piece of the sacred kine for it to grasp.

——— e _— o
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coq uetting about the shrine of Kanya, at Nathdwarra; but in vain she
seeks to reach the hallowed fane of Radha’s lover; whether at her
command, or raised by the rival Gopis, a rocky barrier intervenes ; and
the ¢ Hope of the Aravulli,’ frustrated in her design upon the Apollo
of the Yamuna, darts rapidly across the plains of Méwar, in quest of
society amongst the Dryads and Naiads of the Pathar. Another
stream, bearing the same name, takes it rise in the same elevated spot,
and, pursuing its course over the western declivity of the mountain,
sweeps by the eastern base of Aboo, and thence, by the once-cele-
brated city of Chandravati, traverses the woods of Koliwarra, and is
finally engulphed in the Run, or salt-marsh, at the head of the Kutch

gulf. |
June 4th. Camp in the Nurra, or Pass. At ten a. m., the ther-
mometer was 86°; barometer 28° 12’. At 1, p. M., thermometer 93°,
barometer 28° 8. At 6, p. M., thermometer 92°. and barometer 28°.
This morning we commenced our journey over the western declivity of
the Aravulli, leading to the ¢ Land of Death,” the sandy plains of
Maroo. From the point of descent, until we cleared the hills, the
pass (‘nal),* though its sinuosities were very trifling, was full twenty-
two miles in length, and twenty times more difficult than that of Ko-
mulmér,t by which we last year entered Marwar; but, like it, amply
repaying the toil,—if toil it can be called, where the mind is in one
tumult of excitement, from the varied magnificence of Nature’s works.
As

® The term nala is applied to a mountain-stream, from nal, ¢a defile,” indicating that the course
of a stream always presents some mode of penetrating into mountainous regions. Nal also means
¢ a tube,” whence the warlike nal-gola, a kind of arquebuss; a ball propelled by whatever force
from a tube ; a term used by the old martial poets of India for a warlike engine, long before gunpow-
der was known in Europe.

+ See Annals of Rajast’han, vol. i. p. 676.
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As it would have been impossible to make this in one march, without
distressing both men and cattle, we halted midway, in a lovely wild
spot, in the very heart of the defile, but affording sufficient room
for my little camp, on the bank of a crystal stream, which, rising near
the sources of the Vanas, precipitates itself over the western face, and
traversing the finest districts of Marwar, falls into the Loony, or Salt
River, near Jhalore. Although it occasionally expands into these
charming little spots, this pass may be described as one continuous
defile, frequently contracting to very narrow dimensions, and in one
place presenting a gorge so confined, and this for a mile and a half in
length, that it might be defended by a handful of men against a host,
who would have no apprehension of their flanks being turned, blocked
in as they would be by deep forests and other defiles on all sides.
The first sight of this superb region discovers to us the secret of the
long successful resistance of its princes against the tyranny of the Isla-
mite oppressor. All was grand in this region—lovely and wild, as if
destined by nature to be the haunt of her favourite progeny, and where
human passions should never intrude to disturb the harmony of the
scene. The sky was cloudless; the notes of cuckoos were heard res-
ponding to each other from amidst the deep foliage, while the cuckroos,
or jungle-fowl, were crowing their matinals, as the sun illumined the
groves of bamboo which sheltered them; and groups of the grey
partridge, nestled in the trees, vied with the ring-doves in expressions
of delight, as the sun cleared the alpine cliffs and darted his tervent
rays amongst them. Others of the feathered tribe, not belonging to
the plains, were flying about, while the woodpecker’s note was heard
reverberating from the hard surface on which he plied the power of his

bill. Fruits and flowers of various kinds and colours invited the inha-
bitants
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bitants of the forest, whether biped, quadruped, feathered, or the
industrious bee, who here could sip the sweetest of sweets from the
chaméli, or jasmine, both white and yellow, which climbed the giant
foliage ; the ca'mb'ir and ca’noa, whose clustering purple and white
flowers resemble the lilac ; while the almond-scented kinér, or oleander,
covered the banks of the stream, on whose margin abundantly
flourished the arund (ricinus, or palma Christi), and willow. There
were likewise many beautiful plants less aspiring than the climbing
chaméli and jambolia, but worthy of notice, especially one resembling
the hyacinth. Of fruits, besides an occasional aroo-badam,* or almond-
peach, there was the anjer, or wild fig (not the gootur fig, whose fruit
issues, instead of from the branches, direct from the stem); the sureefa,
or custard-apple ; the khufoom, a kind of wild grape; the rae-goonda,
also called laiswa, a glutinous fruit about the size of a walnut, and
the taindoo, or fruit of the ebony tree, which is abundant here. These
and many other objects, affording attraction to the botanist and zoolo-
gist, passed us in review. The honey produced from such a congrega-
tion of sweets far excels that of the Isle of Bourbon or Narbonne, the
latter of which I have since tasted at the fountain—heéd, and the
former fresh from the isle.t

The day was far too short for my inquiries, or to satisfy those of my

insatiably

* Botanists imagine the peach to be the cultivated almond ; an assumption which appears to be
borne out by this double term.

+ Thave yet some of the Aravulli honey, preserving nearly all its pristine flavour, ten yearsafter
its collection. This may, perhaps, be accounted for by its having undergone no manipulation or
igneous process ; it being allowed to drop from the comb into baskets lined with plantain-leaves,
from which it was poured into bottles, and well corked. I brought twenty bottles to England, which
I distributed amongst my friends, who acknowledged its superiority over all the European kinds.
There were two sorts : the one colourless, from the upland ; the other of a slight brown tint, from
the mango-blossom of the lower range.

E 2
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insatiably curious native friends, whose society contributed not a little
to the interest of this picturesque scene. As the night began to close
around us, I dismissed them to their homes, with a promise to write
to the Rana in their behalf; for they complained loudly that the Minis-
ter, aware of their fealty at all seasons and under all provocations, sent
his emissaries to levy contributions, notwithstanding this was prohibi-
ted since the new era set in.

T O e D e e T Meedia . anlla . endE . L -0l T - L.« --.-—-"J
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CHAPTER IIL

Grateful attention of the Author’s attendants.—Narrowness of the pass.—Cairn.—Forays of the
Meenas.—Power of the Bhils.—Their habits, manners, origin, and language.—Wild Bhils.—
Anecdote.— Aborigines of India.—Superstitions of the Bhils.—Fidelity of the Bhils to their reli
gion and country.—Causes of their change of character.—Sirna, or sanctuary—The Saloombra
chief and his vassal, the murderer of some Bhils.—Execution of Bhil plunderers.—~The Sariahs.
—~Their habits and manners.

JuNe 5th.—VEEJIPoor, or Beesapoor.—The night passed without
any alarm from the inhabitants of the forest, quadruped or biped ; but
what was my surprise, on issuing from my tent to give the order of
march, to see groups of my faithful Rajpoots standing to their arms
around the embers of their night-fires! they had been watching to
defend me from the Bhil or the bear while I slept. On expressing my
regret that they had not retired to their respective villages, after leave-
taking the preceding evening, a multitude of tongues hastened to deli-
ver the same sentiment. “ Eh Marajah! this is the last service we
can render you—the service of the heart (‘mun-ca-chakri), for all you
have done for us.” Will it still be said that there is even no term for
gratitude in these regions ? Were this assertion true, which it is not,
here is the act without the profession. What can equal such sponta-
neous homage to one who in a few hours was to quit them for ever!
Equally strong were the expressions of gratitude from the man of
wealth in the city, and the cultivator at his plough. But let us continue
our journey through the remainder of the pass, into the burning plains
of Maroo.

Yesterday, the entrance of the pass was decorated with a rude statue

to
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to Nain-Mata, whose name it bears ; and, shortly afterwards, when we
began to descend, we attained a point which, forming a neck or barrier
across the Nal, becomes the hcad of another, or, at least, furnishes
another term to the superabundant nomenclature of these wilds, and
the remainder of this was dedicated to Sectla-Mata, protector of infancy,
and especially when visited by that scourge, the small-pox, called seetla.
We reached this point at 9 a. M. ; thermometer 82°, barometer 28° 25”.
A little in advance, where the gorge contracts to the smallest dimen-
sions, and for some distance, at an angle of 45° with the horizon, the
surface is rugged, broken, and requiring all the care of the camel-drivers
and the sagacity of the elephant to thread their way without danger to
themselves and their burdens, more than once displaced by the boughs
of trees. Here we passed a cairn of loose stones, marking the spot
where the nephew of Pudzaroh had been slain in the rescue of his cattle
“ driven by the Meenas of Ootwun,” who, in order to avoid pursuit,
left the pathway of the Nal, and, taking a sweep through the woods to
the left, came out upon the head of a smaller diverging branch of the
pass, hoping by this stratagem to elude the chase. The boldness and
dexterity of the attempt merited success. The point of divergence from
the main pass to this branch is by a perpendicular scarp of full twenty
feet, over which a rivulet precipitates itself in the rainy season, and has
hewn for itsclf a path, by which they essayed to escape. The old adage.

b

of « one fool makes many,” may be strictly applied to the mountain
_cattle in these alpine tracts, who are as wild and active as colts, and,
wherever one goes, the rest follow. The Meenas, reckoning on this
propensity, when they reached the precipice, plunged their daggers
into the leading beeve and threw him over, when, serving at once as a
guide and a break-fall, the others took the leap. But, notwithstanding

this
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this skilful and daring act, they were overtaken, and several fell on both
sides, and amongst them, as mentioned, the nephew of Pudzaroh, some
of whose kindred accompanied me to see me across the border.

To those who love to hear of such fcuds, or the legends of the nobler
strife of past days, each valley and defile is a book teeming with records ;
and were I not afraid of taxing too severely the patience and time of
my reader, I would relate the raids of the Meenas of Ootwun among the
cow-pens of the Aravulli ; or those of the more distant Bhils of Chap-
pun, in conjunction with their more civilized brethren of Ogunah,
Panurwa, and Meerpoor. But even a brief history of the Meenas*
alone would occupy too much space, while that of the Bhils has per-
haps been already sufficiently elucidated.t I have, moreover, slightly
touched, in a short geographical sketch of these regions, on the inde-
pendent Bhil conmunities, full of interest, from their manners,
traditions, and insulated position.

I have stated that my intention was to have penetrated to Aboo by
these towns ; but I deem the interest likely to be excited by the route
I have chosen superior. When I say insulated, I mean in a geogra-
phical and political point of view. Surrounded by lofty mountains,
defended by numerous defiles and forests, almost impervious to bodies
of troops, they enjoy a life of perfect independence, subject alone to
their own chicfs, who, if congregated, it is aftirmed, could assemble
“fifteen thousand bows” for the defence of their passes. The names of

the

* I intend this to form the subject-matter of a paper for the Transactions of the Royal Asiatic
Society. [This is one of the many valuable memoirs of which the lamented death of the Author has

deprived the public.]
t Vide Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol.i.p. 65, for an extended account of this
tribe, by the late Sir John Malcolm.
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the principal towns of this association of semi-indigenous brotherhood,
arc Panurwa, Ogunah, Joora-meer-poor, Jowas, Sumaija, Madri, Ozah,
Adiwasa, Beroti, Novagong, &c. &c., whose chieftains, deriding their
aboriginal descent, as Vanaputras, or Lords of the Forest, claim a
mixed parentage and Rajpoot blood. The chief of Panurwa is lord
paramount of the whole, and all attend him on the military festival of
the Dusseral. He takes the august title of Rana, and has no less than
twelve hundred townships (poora) and hamlets (poorwa) under his
immediate sway, of which many are doubtless very insignificant, the
majority being in one large valley, several coss in area, in which wheat,
gram, or vetches, yams (rutaroo), turmeric (puldi), and the esculent
root called arvi, somewhat resembling the Jerusalem artichoke, are
abundantly grown. They even export superfluous produce to the neigh-
bouring states. The wild peach and pomegranate, indigenous to these
hills, are cultivated successfully, both at Ogunah and Panurwa. The
next in rank is the chief of Ogunah—his name Lall Sing, who, with the
title of Rawul, acknowledges himselfto be the vassal of Panurwa, having
sixty townships and hamlets in his grant. Ogunah, which is full
twenty miles from Panurwa, is called Little Nat’hdwarra, and contains
much wealth, as does Meerpoor. The expelled purdhan, or minister,
of the Gogoonda chief, now fills the same office with the Bhomia Bhil
of Ogunah. They are very partial to the use of this epithet, which
identifies them with the soil (‘dkom ), making them in fact the autoch-
thones. The Panurwa Rana has his little court, in imitation of the
Rana, at which I am told the greatest etiquette prevails, and that he
exacts as much deference from the numerous bowmen who constitute
his vassalage. The Panurwa, Ogunah, and subordinates, call themselves
of Pramara blood, and intermarry with the Bhomias of Joora-meer-

poor




e

e

— e T WIS VHTR T ema s e e ke

SPIRIT OF THE BHILS. 33

poor, Jowas, Madri, who claim descent from the Chohan race of
Rajpoots. Joora and Meer-poor, which are always conjoined in name,
though five miles asunder, are situated in the tract called Nayr, touch-
ing the Eedur frontier, and embrace no less than nine hundred of these
scattered hamlets in their scope. Joora was only about twelve miles
from my position at Saimur, and it was about eight further to Ogunah,
but the route lay through an impenetrable wild. Ogunah was the same
distance from Gogoonda, having the Rana’s post of Sooruj-gurh inter-
mediate, his boundary and frontier garrison, to overawe these indepen-
dents, or claim their support if requisite. There is little doubt that in
ancient days these “ children of the forest” all professed obedience to
the king of the Hindus ; and the excellent service which they performed,
when the honour of his house was so often perilled against the Mogul,
merited the highest gratitude, to which feeling in part, but still more
to their inability to compel obedience, they owe their independence.
Nor can they be assailed with impunity. A dispute arose between the
Rajpoot chief of Jerole, the frontier posﬁ between Oodipoor and Ogunali,
and the Bhil of Ogunah, who had led his vassals against it ; but not one
returned to tell the tale. In revenge, Jodaram led his cavaliers, all clad
in quilted mail, when thousands of bowmen collected ; but though only
twenty-five horse, the Rajpoots charged the dense mass, defeated them
with slaughter, and entering the town, made good their retreat with
booty which yielded twelve thousand rupees. The tract called Khuruk,
of which Jowas is the capital, touches Dongerpoor and Saloombra,
whose chiefs are at constant enmity with their inhabitants. Environed
by lofty hills, covered with deep forests, chiefly of bamboo and dhat,
(butea frondosa), successful invasion is impracticable with numbers,
and a few would be cut off, unless }:hey took them by surprise. Death
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is the lot of any who dare to cut a tree in the paths of outlet. Fire-
arms are only used by the chiefs and head-men ; the national weapon
being the kumpta or bamboo bow, having the bowstring (‘chulla) from
a thin slip of its elasticbark. Each quiver contains sixty barbed arrows,
a yard long. Although they claim descent from every race of Rajpoot,
and prefix the tribe, as Chohan-Bhil, Gehlote-Bhil, Pramar-Bhil, &c.
&c., their origin is best evinced in the gods they worship and their
prejudices as to food. They will eat of nothing white in colour, as a
white sheep or goat ; and their grand adjuration is, “ By the white ram !”
These prejudices, however, belong only to those who affect to call
themselves Oojla, or pure Bhils ; and, if we may judge by the freedom
from prejudice of the greater number, few are entitled to the distinction
of ¢ pure’ In fact, we may assert that they are still demi-savage, as
they are assuredly an aboriginal race, whether we regard their super-
stitions, their habits, or their language ; for, although the latter contains
much of Sanscrit derivation, their vocables are distinct. I advance this,
however, more from the report of their neighbours than from personal
investigation—a Bhil vocabulary remaining amongst my desiderata.
Had I explored the haunts described above, I should certainly have
made some acquisitions of this kind, as well as gained a more extended
knowledge of their habits, amongst the Lares and Penates, the ¢ white
' ram,’ and aswa-mukhi, or horse’s head (the grand symbols of adora-
| tion), at their own firesides. This study will amply repay those who are
desirous to read the book of nature under every aspect ; and the inqui-
rer will be surprised and gratified to prove the truth of the old axiom,
« extremes meet.” Here, in the abodes of savage uneducated nature,
he would form an acquaintance with the virtues of truth, hospitality, and
that proud distinction, gradually disappearing from the European codes,

which
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which provides a sanctuary for the refugee. If a Bhil pledges protec-
tion, he will sacrifice his life to redeem his word ; if the traveller through
his passes pay the customary toll, his property and person are secure ;
and any insult or injury by another will be avenged. The pass-word,
Maula-ca-sirna or the Sanctuary of Maula, or whatever other name the
protector may bear, would be a safeguard from one end of the commu-
nity to the other ; and if his protector did not furnish him with a guide,
an arrow from his quiver would answer the purpose, and be equally
recognised with the ambassador’s signet of any court in Christendom.
Nor would he, like the mountain Afghan, perform the rites of hospi-
tality while under the eye of the Penates, yet hesitate not to plunder its
object so soon as he had passed a decent distance from his roof.

The historian of America observes, that “nations which depend upon
hunting are in a great measure strangers to the idea of property; and
with the natives of those regions, the forest or hunting-grounds were
the property of the tribe.” The Bhil is a step in advance in the scale
of civilization, their hunting-grounds being separated into individual
portions, as the following anecdote, which I noted down many years
ago, will attest.+ The Bhils of the most desolate and unfrequented wilds
of Méwar and the Nerbudda to this day lead a life little short of that of
nature, and with the exception of a few articles of luxury, resulting from
the discovery of fire, as roasted vermin and distilled waters, are not
more civilized than the Esquimaux on the verge of the Polar Basin, to
whom a piece of putrid blubber is not less a delicacy than a roastedA
table, supplied by the spontaneous and abundant fruits of the forest,
such as nourished the forefathers of the heroes of Marathon and Ther-
mopyle ; but our Bhil has a more varied and palatable repast than their

F2 acorn
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acorn dinner, viz., the ebony, tamarind, mango, and many other fruits,
besides the seeds of various wild grapes, and esculent roots : though he is
not always permitted to apply these to his own use, free from the claims
of other dwellers in the forest, the bear and the monkey. But now to
our anecdote. ¢ Go,” says the father Bhil to the suitor for his daugh-
ter’s hand,—¢ I resign yonder mountains as her dacja (dower), nor shall
I henceforth within its bounds entrap hare or fox, pluck its fruits or
roots, or its branches or leaves for fuel. All are yours.” The bear
does not, however, so readily relinquish his share, but will fight for the
possession of his darling Mhowa tree. A young Bhil had fallen asleep
beside his basket, filled with its fruit, cither intended for the family
dessert, or to be converted into aruc (‘essence’—the whiskey of the
East), when a bear, in his rounds, roused him, somewhat rudely, from
his slumbers, and prepared apparently to make his repast on the Bhil,
who escaped much lacerated from his embrace. Such an infraction of
sylvan polity was not to be borne by the father Bhil, who sallied forth
with bow and arrow to avenge the insult. He found the bear feasting
on the scene of aggression, slew him, and carried his skin to a neigh-
bouring chief, to whom his fealty was due ; and on telling the story,
thus concluded his harangue : ¢ There is the hide of the offender ; it
is hard that brothers of the forest cannot live on terms of friendship :—
but he began the war.”

“ If,” as observed by the celebrated Goguet (vol. L., p. 78), «there
has always been a great conformity between the ordinary food of men
and their sacrifices, who have always offered to the gods a part of those
things which were the chief support of their own lives, as in the first
ages, herbs, fruits and plants, and at length animals, when they became
their ordinary food ;” the legitimate inference would be, that human

sacrifices
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sacrifices and cannibalism were co-existent ; but although we have on
record that the Hindu, as well as the ancient Briton, offered human
sacrifices to the Destroyer, we have no authority for the belief that the
votaries either of the Celtic Belenus or Hindu Bal participated in such
food to their gods. It is true that we might cite the brutalized Aghori
as a proof of still existing cannibalism ; but he would only prove the
exception to the rule. Yet, though this proéf of the last stage of human
degradation be wanting,—the very lowest dweller in these forests,—we
may not resist the suspicion that the stomach which does not revolt at
making its repast on an offal-feeding jackall, hideous guana, or half-
putrid kine, would not find the transition to a human limb very objec-
tionable.

At no period in the comprehensive range of Hindu tradition, is
there a time discoverable at which the natives of India were ignorant
of the element of fire, and its domestic uses; and yet it must have
been a discovery with them as with the other nations of the earth.
Who, however, would imagine that fire could be a discovery, when
nature teems with it, whether in the coruscations of the heavens,
those Jowala Mukhis (literally, ¢ mouths of flame,’—volcanos), which
rend the bosom of the earth, or the innumerable Seeta coondas, or hot-
wells, scattered over her surface? and though the story of Columbus
and the egg may present itself to the mind, when we moralize on the

subject,

“ so simple seemed it found,

“ Which yet unfound, most would have thought impossible.”

it is no less true, that the mode of obtaining it for artificial purposes was

a discovery, and, to the feeders on acorns, of the most important nature.
We
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We need not revert to the pages of Pliny and Plutarch for proofs of
nations being without the use of this apparently indispensable element ;
for we have abundant instances of it in the more modern history of the
world, amongst the African and American tribes, and in the Isles of
the Atlantic: for instance, the Marian Isles, discovered by Magellan,
in 1521, ¢ whose inhabitants took it for an animal which fed on trees
and wood, and felt alarm for their safety.”* Nay, Brucc, whose vera-
city has been established beyond the reach of malice, by the first of
modern travellers, the enterprizing Burckhardt, asserts that people
about the sources of the Nile were ignorant of its application, or, as
Burke would have said, had not attained the degree of reason which
distinguishes a roasting animal. Our aborigines of India, the Bhil,
Koli, and Goand, had, doubtless, found the art of cooking their food
at a very early period, having a natural tinder-box and flint in every
bamboo grove, and having only to watch, during a high wind, the emis-
sion of flame from the friction of these natives of the hills, to obtain a
supply more than sufficient of the devouring element : their sylvan
retreats being often burnt over their heads. I have witnesscd the
magnificent spectacle of a forest of bamboo blazing, crackling, and
exploding, said to be self-ignited ; and although any hard wood will yield
fire by friction, the silicious coatingt of the bamboo makes it by far the
most ready instrument of 4gni, whom the universal Hindu nation, the
learned Brahmin, the warlike Rajpoot, as well as the half-savage Va-
naputra, worship as a divinity.

A thorough

* Goguet, vol.i.p.78. .

t The substance found in the pith of the bamboo, and termed tabasheer, and used by the Hindus
medicinally, is pure silex, and would appear to be the internal flowing of the sap, which there coagu-
lates and hardens.
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A thorough study of the uncivilized tribes of India, the Bhil, Koli,
Goand, Meena, Mair, would disclose important links in the physical
history of man ; even in those enumerated, the most powerful
distinctions, as well in form and lineament, as in habits and supersti-
tious rites, the result of example or locality, would be observed ; and
though all alike bear the impress of originality, yet their respective
characteristics are so dissimilar, that we should reject the idea of their
common descent from one great family. There is not a greater diffe-
rence between the squat, flat-nosed, Tartarian-visaged Esquimaux, and
the ancient noble Mohican savage, than between the Bhil of Méwar
and the Khole of Sirgoojur; nor are the habits of the dweller on the
verge of the Polar sea more distinct from those of the migratory races
of the Missouri, than are those of our forest indigénes from the more
locomotive Rajpoot. If man had sprung, like a fungus, from the
earth, it might be said these were the uncultivated mushrooms of India,
fixed, as the rocks and trees of their mountain wilds, to the spot which
gave them birth. This entire want of the organ of locomotion, and
an unconquerable indolence of character, which seems to possess no
portion of that hardiness which can brave the dangers of migration,
forbid all idea of their foreign origin, and would rather incline us to
the Monboddo theory, that they are an improvement of the tribe with
tails. I do not reckon that their raids from their jungle abodes, in
search of plunder, supply any argument against the innate principle of
locality. The Bhil returns to it as truly as does the needle to the north ;
nor could the idea enter his mind of seeking other regions for a domicile.
Their very names imply this principle :— Vanaputra, ¢ child of the
forest ;7 Mairote, ¢ born of the mountain,’—Goind, apparently a com-
pound of Gopa and Indra, <lord of the cave:’ Pal-Indra, ‘lord of the

9
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pass.” In like manner, Kol, signifying ¢ mountaineer’, from Ko, ‘a
mountain,” which, though less commonly used than the Sanscrit word

Gir, is beyond a doubt a primitive root with the Indo-Scythic nation.
The Bhils, having no order of priesthood, have recourse to the Guru
of the Bullaes, one of the most debased of the Sudra classes. On the
occasion of any nuptial ceremony, this Guru decks himself in the sacer-
dotal thread of the Brahmin, whose appellation he assumes with the
badge, though he partakes both of the food which is dressed and of
the cup, which flows freely. A scene of riot follows every such rite,
and a general fray is the never-failing finale. Whatever daeja or dower
is given with the bride, the bridegroom invariably presents the father
with a buffalo, twelve rupees, and two bottles of liquor, to defray the
marriage-feast.  On a birth, the same self-created Brahmin names the
child, generally after the genius presiding over the day of its birth:
Boodh, it born on Wednesday, from Boodh-war, or the day of Mercury ;
or Boodhia if a female. On this event, as well as on deaths, there is
another very important character called in to take part in the ccre-
mony, the Camra, or minstrel, of whom there is one in every large
village. His garb is that of the Jogi ascetic, and as it is necessary he
should be initiated in the mystical doctrines of the sectarian Kabri, he
is indifferently named Kamra Jogi, or Kabri Punti. On births, accom-
panied by his wife, he takes his position with his guitar before the
door, first placing a small figure of a horse beside the threshold. He
then commences a hymn, propitiating Seetla Mata, the protectress of
infants, who is much dreaded by all the wild tribes, his wife blending
her voice with his, and beating time with the cymbals. A large d’hol,
or alarm-drum, is kept in every village, which by a peculiar beat an-
nounces such an event to the neighbours, who, according to their
ability
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ability and inclination, present gifts to the parents of the new comer.
On deaths, a monotonous beating summons the neighbours, each of
whom brings in his hand a seer of grain. Close by the door of the
deceased, the minstrel takes his post, the image of the horse and an
earthen jar of water being placed beside him. Each relation and visitor,
on approaching, takes some of the water in the palm of his hand, which
he sprinkles over the image, invoking the name of the deceased, and
presenting the measure of grain to the minstrel. Why such reverence
is shown to the emblem of the horse, I have been unable to learn—
unless it be as the symbol of the sun, adored by all classes—but nothing
is undertaken without it.

I have elsewhere mentioned,* that the Rajpoot tribes are conquerors,
and that the birthright of all the intricate regions of India belonged
to these aboriginal tribes, traces of whose importance in their ancient
fortified abodes are by no means uncommon, and so late as a century
ago, one of these lords of the soil had eight hundred horse in his train,
besides bowmen. Their chief warriors were styled Sagtant, and, as a
distinguishing badge, wore a waistband of small brass bells. They never
went to battle but encased in armour, and to lool; behind was a capital
crime, and entailed loss of title, which went to the nearest of kin, or
if there were none, the most worthy was elected Sa:%ant. During the
lengthened anarchy which afflicted these regions, and tore asunder all
the bonds of fealty or affection that held societies together in these
complicated abodes, the Bhil had often sealed his fidelity with his blood.
In those exterminating conflicts waged between the Ranas and the Em-
perors of Dehli, the former were indebted to these children of the forest

far
* Annals of Rajast'han, vol. i. p. 2, ef seq.
G
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for their own preservation, and what is yet more dear to a Rajpoot, that
of their wives and daughters from the hands of a foe whose touch was
pollution. We have represented them, while the immortal Pertap was
confronting his inexorable foe, bearing these his treasures at one time
to the mines of Jawura, or when these no longer proved a safe conceal-
ment, threading their way through passes unknown but to themselves ;
nor will it be forgotten that in more recent times, when the capital
was besicged by the great Sindiah, its protracted defence was in a great
measure due to the Bhils, who conveyed supplies to the besieged across
the lake. But the heart-stirring days which kindled a tumult in the
bosom of the Bhils, as well as in that of his lordly superior, being
exchanged for inglorious inactivity and all the vices springing from
poverty and oppression, is it to be wondered at that the children of the
forest degenerated with their superiors; or that, being oppressed instead
of fostered, they should pilfer where they once protected, hate where
they honoured, despise where they dreaded ? Such was the change of
sentiment which I found in full activity, when, in 1817-18, I became a
mediator between them, and a reclaimer of their rights. I have stated
how my Brahmin envoy made treaties with 750 townships and villages
in the mountains of the west, and that these simple treaties, invoking
the sun to witness, or attested by the symbol of the plough, the dagger,
or bow and arrow, tantamount to the vow of the cavalier of the west,
« May my stirrups fail me!” were religiously fulfilled; peace, good
order, and the seeds of industry were established, until these Rajpoot
superiors, taking advantage of my absence, in some places renewed
their old exactions, and in others cruelly balanced some ancient feud.
Such was the atrocious case of Kaba, a considerable community about
ten miles west of the capital, two of whose inhabitants were barba-

rously
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rously murdered by a vassal of the Saloombra chief; and, as if in
defiance of the sovereign, within the walls of the city, at the public
well, and in the face of open day. The question involved a ticklish
point, that of sirna or sanctuary, and this with the premier noble of
Méwar; but there was only one of two courses to pursue: either to
set at nought the pledge of protection given by the Rana, and guaran-
teed by the envoy to the British government, or to disregard the right
of sanctuary of the Saloombra chief. There could be no hesitation ;
instant search was made, but in vain. Under shadow of the night, the
culprit escaped from the city ; but, in spite of every attempt at conceal-
ment, I traced him through many doublings to the Saloombra domi-
nions. I requested the chief to call upon me, and at once invited him
to choose between the effects of his sovereign’s displeasure, together
with the termination of our friendship, or to ¢break the Sirna’ (‘sirna
toorna) with the murderer, whom he might place in the hands of
justice in the way least likely to violate his feelings, or the prejudices
which none better knew than himself how much I respected. He talked
of abandoning his fief and withdrawing to Benares, and, as an ancestor,
who preferred his honour to his land, had done before him, of gaining
his bread by the manufacture of horsewhips, for that his ¢« face would be
blackened” among his brethren if he surrendered him. This and much
more of eloquent and manly remonstrance, with the denial on oath of
all foreknowledge of the deed and all participation in it, was concluded
by his saying, he would punish his vassal in any manner commanded
by his sovereign. The negociation closed with a compromise: the
culprit was to be dismissed from Saloombra, and desired to seek
sanctuary elsewhere ; and whilst in quest of this, was to be pounced
upon by a party of the Rana’s people. This salvo for his honour

c2 ' being
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being acceded to, the murderer was brought to the capital: but such
is the force of habit, as regards this privilege of sanctuary, which even
forms a stipulation in the grants of some estates, that, in announcing
the arrival of the culprit, the Rana, or rather his advisers, endeavoured
to throw on me the odium of the transaction. While, however, I
supported the cause <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>