
L U C I F E R .

P L O T I N U S .

[The following essay is intended as a preface to a new edition of Thomas Taylor’s 
Select Works of Plotinus, which will be shortly published in the Bohn Libraries.]

F o r e w o r d .

I n  p r e s e n tin g  to  th e  p u b lic  a  n e w  e d itio n  o f  T h o m a s  T a y lo r ’s  

Select Works o f  P lotin u s, it  w il l  n o t b e  o u t  o f  p la c e  to  s h o w  c a u s e  fo r  

w h a t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e re d  b y  m a n y  a  s o m e w h a t te m e ro u s  p r o c e e d in g . 

W h a t  h a s  th e  p re se n t E n g lis h - r e a d in g  p u b lic  to  d o  w ith  P lo t i n u s ; 

w h a t  s t ill  fu r th e r  h a s  i t  to  d o  w it h  th e  tra n s la tio n s  o f  T h o m a s  

T a y lo r  ?

In  th e  fo llo w in g  p a ra g ra p h s , I h o p e  to  s h o w  th a t  th e  te m p e r  o f  

th e  p u b lic  m in d  o f  to -d a y , w it h  r e g a r d  to  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  r e lig io n  

a n d  p h ilo s o p h y , is  v e r y  s im ila r  to  th a t  o f  th e  t im e s  o f  P lo t in u s . 

T h e  p u b lic  in te r e s t  in  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  m y s tic is m  a n d  th e o s o p h ic a l 

s p e c u la t io n  h a s  so  la r g e ly  d e v e lo p e d  d u r in g  th e  la s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s  

th a t  a  d e m a n d  fo r  b o o k s  tr e a t in g  o f  N e o p la to n is m  a n d  k in d r e d  

s u b je c ts  is  s te a d ily  in c r e a s in g .

N o w  o f  N e o p la to n is m  P lo t in u s  w a s  th e  co ryp h ae u s, i f  n o t th e  

fo u n d e r. W h a t  P la to  w a s  to  S o c ra te s , P lo t in u s  w a s  to h is  m a ste r , 

A m m o n iu s  S a c c a s . N e ith e r  S o c r a te s  n o r  A m m o n iu s  c o m m itte d  

a n y t h in g  to  w r it in g ;  P la to  a n d  P lo t in u s  w e re  th e  g r e a t  e x p o u n d e r s  

o f  th e  te n e ts  o f  th e ir  r e s p e c tiv e  s c h o o ls  a n d , as  fa r  a s  w e  c a n  ju d g e ,  

far  tra n sce n d e d  theijr te a c h e rs  in  b r il l ia n c y  o f  g e n iu s . T h e r e fo r e ,  to  

th e  s tu d e n t o f  N e o p la to n is m , th e  w o r k s  o f  P lo t in u s  a re  th e  m o st 

in d isp e n sa b le  d o c u m e n t, a n d  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  w h o le  s y s te m . J u s t  a s  

n o  P la to n ic  p h ilo s o p h e r  tra n sce n d e d  th e  g e n iu s  o f  P la to , so  n o  

N e o p la to n ic  p h ilo s o p h e r  su rp a sse d  th e  g e n iu s  o f  P lo t in u s .



T h e  E n n e a d s  o f  P lo t in u s  are , as  H a r n a c k  sa y s , “  th e  p r im a r y  

a n d  c la s s ic a l d o c u m e n t o f  N e o p la to n is m  ; ”  o f  th a t  d o c u m e n t th e re  

is  n o  tra n s la tio n  in  th e  E n g l is h  la n g u a g e . T h e r e  are  c o m p le te  

tra n s la tio n s  in  L a t in , F r e n c h  a n d  G e rm a n , b u t  E n g lis h  s c h o la rs h ip  

h a s  t i l l  n o w  e n t ir e ly  n e g le c te d  P lo t in u s , w h o , so  fa r  fro m  b e in g  

in fe r io r  to  h is  g r e a t  m a ste r  P la to , w a s  th o u g h t  to  b e a  r e in c a r n a tio n  

o f  h is  g e n iu s . (“  Ita  ejus stm t Its ju d ica tu s est, u t  . . .  in  hoc ille  

revixisse putandus sit.” — S t .  A u g u s t in e ,  D e  Civitate D e i, v i i i ,  12 .) 

A  g la n c e  a t  th e  B ib lio g r a p h y  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th is  e s s a y  w il l  s h o w  th e  

re a d e r  th a t  th o u g h  F r e n c h  a n d  G e rm a n  s c h o la rs  h a v e  la b o u re d  in  

th is  fie ld  w it h  m a rk e d  in d u s tr y  a n d  su cce ss , E n g lis h  s c h o la rs h ip  

h a s  le ft  th e  p io n e e r  w o r k  o f  T h o m a s  T a y lo r  (in  th e  c o n c lu d in g  

y e a rs  o f  th e  p a st  c e n tu r y  a n d  th e  o p e n in g  y e a rs  o f  th e  p re se n t)  

e n tir e ly  u n su p p o rte d . T a y lo r  d e v o te d  u p w a rd s  o f  f ifty  y e a rs  o f  u n ­

r e m itt in g  to il  to  th e  re s to ra tio n  o f  G r e e k  p h ilo s o p h y , e s p e c ia lly  th a t  

o f  P la to  a n d  th e  N e o p la to n is ts . I n  th e  m id s t  o f  g r e a t  o p p o s it io n  

a n d  a d v e rse  c r it ic is m  h e  la b o u re d  on  s in g le -h a n d e d . A s  T h .  M . 

J o h n s o n , th e  e d ito r  o f  The P la ton ist a n d  a n  e n th u s ia s t ic  a d m ir e r  o i 

T a y lo r ,  sa y s  in  th e  p re fa c e  to  h is  tra n s la tio n  o f  th re e  tre a tise s  o f  

P lo t i n u s :

“  T h i s  w o n d e rfu l g e n iu s  a n d  p ro fo u n d  p h ilo so p h e r  d e v o te d  h is  

w h o le  l ife  to  th e  e lu c id a tio n  a n d  p r o p a g a tio n  o f  th e  P la to n ic  p h ilo ­

s o p h y . B y  h is  a rd u o u s  la b o u rs  m o d e m  tim e s  b e c a m e  a c q u a in te d  

w ith  m a n y  o f  th e  w o r k s  o f  P lo t in u s , P o r p h y r y , P r o c lu s , e tc . S in c e  

T a y lo r ’s  t im e  s o m e th in g  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  o f  P lo t in u s , b u t h e  is  s t i l l  

to  m a n y  a  m e re  n a m e .”

T a y lo r  w a s  a  p io n eer, a n d  o f  p io n e e rs  w e  d o  n o t d e m a n d  th e  

b u i ld in g  o f  G o v e r n m e n t ro ad s. I t  is  tru e  th a t  th e  p e rfe c te d  s c h o la r ­

s h ip  o f  o u r  o w n  tim e s  d e m a n d s  a  h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd  o f  tr a n s la t io n  

th a n  T a y lo r  p r e s e n t s ; b u t  w h a t  w a s  tru e  o f  h is  c r it ic s  th e n , is  tr u e  

o f  h is  c r it ic s  t o - d a y : th o u g h  th e y  m a y  k n o w  m o re  G re e k , h e  k n e w  

m o re  P la to . T h e  p re se n t tra n s la tio n , n e v e rth e le ss , is  q u ite  fa ith fu l  

e n o u g h  fo r  a ll  o rd in a ry  p u rp o se s . T a y lo r  w a s  m o re  th a n  a  s c h o la r , 

h e  w a s  a  p h ilo s o p h e r  in  th e  P la to n ic  se n se  o f  th e  w o r d ; a n d  th e  

tra n s la tio n s  o f  T a y lo r  a re  s t i l l  in  g r e a t  re q u e st, a n d  c o m m a n d  so  

h ig h  a  p r ic e  in  th e  se c o n d -h a n d  m a r k e t  th a t s le n d e r  p u rse s  c a n n o t  

p ro c u re  th e m . T h e  e x p e n s e  a n d  la b o u r  o f  p r e p a r in g  a  c o m p le te  

tra n s la tio n  o f  th e  E n n e a d s , h o w e v e r , is  to o  g re a t a  r is k  w it h o u t



first te s t in g  th e  p u b lic  in te re s t  b y  a  n e w  e d itio n  o f  th e  o n ly  p a r t ia l  

tra n s la tio n  o f  a n y  s iz e  w h ic h  w e  p o ssess. A  n e w  e d itio n  o f  T a y lo r ’s  

Select W orks o f P lotin u s  is, th e re fo re , p re se n te d  to  th e  p u b lic  in  th e  

h o p e  th a t  i t  m a y  p a v e  th e  w a y  to  a c o m p le te  tr a n s la t io n  o f  th e  w o r k s  

o f  th e  g re a te s t  o f  th e  N e o p la to n is ts . T h a t  th e  s ig n s  o f  th e  t im e s  

p r e s a g e  a n  e v e r  g r o w in g  in te re s t in  s u c h  s u b je c ts , a n d  th a t  it  is  o f  

g re a t  im p o rta n c e  to  le a r n  w h a t  s o lu tio n  o n e  o f  th e  m o st p e n e tr a t in g  

m in d s  o f  a n t iq u ity  h a d  to  o ffe r  o f  p ro b le m s  in  r e lig io n  a n d  p h ilo ­

s o p h y  th a t  a re  in s is te n tly  p r e s s in g  u p o n  u s  to -d a y , w i l l  b e  seen  fro m  

th e  f o l lo w in g  c o n s id e ra tio n s .

T h e n  a n d  N o w .

T h e  e a r ly  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra  a r c  p e rh a p s  th e  m o s t  

in te r e s t in g  e p o c h  th a t  c a n  e n g a g e  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t o f  

h is to r y . T h e  c o n q u e s ts  o f  R o m e  h a d  o p e n e d  u p  c o m m u n ic a tio n  

w it h  th e  m o st d is ta n t  p a rts  o f  h e r  v a s t  e m p ire , a n d  se e m e d  to  th e  

c o n q u e ro rs  to h a v e  u n ite d  e v e n  th e  e n d s  o f  th e  e a rth . T h e  th o u g h t  

o f  th e  O r ie n t  a n d  O c c id e n t  m e t, n o w  in  c o n flic t , n o w  in  f r ie n d ly  

em b ra ce , a n d  th e  c h ie f  a re n a  fo r  th e  e n a c tm e n t o f  th is  in te lle c tu a l  

d ra m a  w a s  a t  A le x a n d r ia .  A s  V a c h e r o t  s a y s :

“ A le x a n d r ia ,  a t  th e  t im e  w h e n  A m m o n iu s  S a c c a s  b e g a n  to  

te a c h , h a d  b e c o m e  th e  s a n c tu a r y  o f  u n iv e r s a l w isd o m . T h e  a s y lu m  

o f  th e  o ld  tra d itio n s  o f  th e  E a s t ,  i t  w a s  a t  t lie  sa m e  t im e  th e  b ir th ­

p la c e  o f  n e w  d o c tr in e s . I t  w a s  a t  A le x a n d r ia  th a t  th e  s c h o o l o f  

P h ilo  re p re se n te d  H e lle n iz in g  J u d a is m  ; i t  w a s  a t  A le x a n d r ia  th a t  

th e  G n o s is  s y n th e s iz e d  a ll  th e  tra d it io n s  o f  S y r ia ,  o f  C h a ld se a , o f  

P e rs ia , b le n d e d  w it h  J u d a is m , w it h  C h r is t ia n ity ,  a n d  e v e n  w it h  G r e e k  

p h ilo s o p h y . T l i e  S c h o o l  o f  th e  A le x a n d r ia n  fa th e rs  ra ise d  C h r is t ia n  

th o u g h t  to  a  h e ig h t  w h ic h  it  w a s  n o t to  su rp a ss , a n d  w h ic h  w a s  to  

s tr ik e  fear in to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  o r th o d o x y  o f  th e  C o u n c ils .  A  s tr o n g  

li fe  flo w e d  in  th e  v e in s  o f  a ll  th e se  s c h o o ls  a n d  v ita liz e d  a ll  th e ir  d is ­

c u ss io n s . P h ilo ,  B a s ilid e s , V a le n t in u s , S a in t  C le m e n t  a n d  O r ig e n , 

o p en ed  u p  fo r  th e  m in d  n e w  v is ta s  o f  th o u g h t ,  a n d  u n v e ile d  fo r  i t  

m y s te r ie s  w h ic h  th e  g e n iu s  o f  a  P la to  o r  a n  A r is to t le  h a d  n e v e r  

fa t h o m e d ”  ( 1 3 3 1 ) .

In d e e d , th e  t im e  w a s  o n e  o f  g re a t  s tra in , p h y s ic a l,  in te lle c tu a l,  

a n d  s p ir i t u a l ; i t  w a s , a s  Z e lle r  sa y s , “  a  t im e  in  w h ic h  th e  n a tio n s  

h a d  lo s t  th e ir  in d e p e n d e n c e , th e  p o p u la r  r e lig io n s  th e ir  p o w e r, th e  

n a tio n a l fo rm s o f  c u ltu r e  th e ir  p e c u lia r  s ta m p , in  p a rt, i f  n o t  w h o l l y ;



in  w h ic h  th e  s u p p o r ts  o f  l i f e  o n  its  m a te r ia l,  a s  w e l l  a s  o n  its  s p ir i­

tu a l  s id e , h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  a su n d e r, a n d  th e  g r e a t  c iv i l iz a t io n s  o f  

th e  w o r ld  w e re  im p re sse d  w it h  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e ir  o w n  d o w n ­

fa ll ,  a n d  w ith  th e  p r o p h e tic  se n se  o f  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  a  n e w  e r a : a  

t im e  in  w h ic h  th e  lo n g in g  a fte r  a  n e w  a n d  m o re  s a t is fy in g  fo rm  o f  

s p ir itu a l b e in g , a  fe llo w s h ip  th a t  s h o u ld  e m b ra c e  a l l  p e o p le s , a  fo rm  

o f  b e l ie f  th a t  s h o u ld  b e a r  m e n  o v e r  a ll  th e  m is e r y  o f  th e  p r e s e n t, 

a n d  tr a n q u ill is e  th e  d e s ire  o f  th e  s o u l, w a s  u n iv e r s a l .”  (v . 3 9 1-3 9 2 , 

q u o te d  b y  M o z le y .)

S u c h  w a s  th e  s ta te  o f  a ffa irs  th e n , a n d  v e r y  s im ila r  i s  t h e  

c o n d itio n  o f  th in g s  in  o u r  o w n  d a y . I t  re q u ire s  n o  g r e a t  e ffo r t  o f  

th e  im a g in a t io n  fo r  e v e n  th e  m o st  s u p e r fic ia l  s tu d e n t o f  th e  h is t o r y  

o f  th e s e  t im e s  to  s e e  a  m a r k e d  s im ila r it y  b e tw e e n  th e  g e n e r a l u n r e s t  

a n d  s e a r c h in g  a fte r  a  n e w  id e a l th a t  m a r k e d  th a t  p e rio d  o f  b r i l l ia n t  

in te lle c tu a l d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  th e  u n c e r ta in ty  a n d  e a g e r  c u r io s it y  o f  

th e  p u b lic  m in d  in  th e  c lo s in g  y e a r s  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .

T h e  te n d e n c y  is th e  sa m e  in  k in d , b u t  n o t in  d e g re e . T o - d a y  

l i fe  is  fa r  m o re  in te n se , t h o u g h t  m o re  a c t iv e ,  e x p e r ie n c e  m o re  

e x te n d e d , th e  n eed  o f  th e  s o lu tio n  o f  th e  p ro b le m  m o re  p r e s s in g . 

I t  is  n o t R o m e  w h o  h a s  u n ite d  th e  n a tio n s  u n d e r  h e r  y o k e , i t  is  th e  

c o n q u e s ts  o f  p h y s ic a l  s c ie n c e  th a t  h a v e  in  tr u th  u n ite d  th e  e n d s  o f  

th e  e a rth , and b u i l t  u p  a n  a r te r ia l  an d  n e r v o u s  s y s te m  fo r  o u r  

c o m m o n  m o th e r  w h ic h  sh e  h a s  n e v e r  p r e v io u s ly  p o sse sse d . I t  is  

n o t  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  R o m e  th a t  a re  m e e t in g  to g e t h e r ;  

i t  is  n o t  e v e n  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  th e n  c o n fin e d  O c c id e n t  m e e t in g  

w ith  th e  s o m e w h a t v a g u e  a n d  u n s y s te m iz e d  id e a s  o f  th e  th e n  O r ie n t ;  

i t  is  th e  m e e t in g  o f  th e  g r e a t  w a te rs , th e  d e v e lo p e d  t h o u g h t  a n d  

in d u s tr io u s  o b s e rv a t io n  o f  th e  w h o le  W e s te r n  w o rld  m e e t in g  w it h  

th e  o ld  s lo w  s tr e a m  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  a n d  m o d e rn  E a s t .

T h e  g r e a t  im p e tu s  th a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  o r ie n ta l la n g u a g e s  h a s  

r e c e iv e d  d u r in g  th e  la s t  h u n d re d  y e a rs , th e  r a d ic a l c h a n g e s  th a t  

th e  s tu d y  o f  S a n s k r it  h a s  w r o u g h t  in  th e  w h o le  d o m a in  o f  p h ilo lo g y ,  

h a v e  le d  to  th e  in it ia t io n  o f  a  s c ie n c e  o f  c o m p a r a tiv e  r e lig io n , w h ic h  

is  s lo w ly  b u t  s u r e ly  m o d ify in g  a ll  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  t h o u g h t  w ith  

w h ic h  i t  c o m e s  in  c o n ta c t. T o - d a y  it  is  n o t  a  M a rc io n  w h o  q u e r ie s  

th e  a u th e n t ic ity  o f  te x ts , b u t  th e  “ h ig h e r  c r i t ic is m ”  th a t  h a s  o n c e  

fo r  a ll  s tr u c k  th e  d e a th -b lo w  to  m e re  B ib le - fe t is h is m . T h e  c o n f lic t  

b e tw e e n  r e lig io n  and s c ie n ce , w h ic h  fo r  m o re  th a n  tw o  h u n d r e d



y e a r s  l ia s  r a g e d  so  f ie rc e ly , h a s  p ro d u c e d  a g e n e r a t io n  th a t  lo n g s  a n d  

s e a rc h e s  fo r  a  r e c o n c ilia t io n . T h e  p e n d u lu m  h a s  s w u n g  fro m  th e  

e x tr e m e  o f  b lin d  an d  ig n o r a n t  fa ith  to  th e  e x tr e m e  o f  p se u d o ­

s c ie n tif ic  m a te r ia lis m  a n d  n e g a t io n ;  a n d  n o w  s w in g s  b a c k  a g a in  

to w a rd s  fa ith  o n c e  m o re , b u t  fa ith  r a t io n a liz e d  b y  a  s c ie n tif ic  s tu d y  

o f  th e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  p r o b le m s  w h ic h , a fte r  a  c o u p le  o f  c e n tu r ie s  o f  

d e n ia l, o n c e  m o re  p re ss  u p o n  th e  n o tic e  o f  th e  w e s te rn  n a tio n s . 

T h e  p e n d u lu m  s w in g s  b a c k  to w a rd s  b e l ie f  o n c e  m o r e ;  th e  p h e ­

n o m e n a  o f  s p ir itu a lis m , h y p n o tis m  a n d  p s y c h is m  g e n e r a lly ,  a re  

c o m p e llin g  in v e s t ig a t io n , a n d  t h a t  in v e s t ig a t io n  fo rce s  u s  to  r e c o g ­

n iz e  th a t  th e se  fa c to rs  m u s t  b e  ta k e n  in to  s e r io u s  a c c o u n t, i f  w e  a re  

to  tra c e  th e  s w e e p  o f  h u m a n  e v o lu t io n  in  a ll its  d e ta ils  a n d  h a v e  a  

r ig h t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  h is to r y  o f  c iv i liz a t io n . T h e  r e lig io u s  

fa c to r , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  e ith e r  e n t ir e ly  n e g le c te d  b y  s c ie n tif ic  e v o lu ­

t io n is ts  o r  h a s  re m a in e d  w it h  a n  e x p la n a t io n  th a t  is  a t  b e st fa n ta s t i­

c a l ly  in a d e q u a te , m u s t  be  ta k e n  in to  p r im a r y  a c c o u n t;  a n d  w it h  i t  

th e  p s y c h ic  n a tu re  o f  m a n  m u s t  b e  p r o fo u n d ly  s tu d ie d , i f  th e  

p ro b le m  o f  r e lig io n  is  to  r e c e iv e  a n y  r e a l ly  s a t is fa c to r y  s o lu tio n .

T h u s  it  is  th a t  th e r e  is  a  d is t in c t  te n d e n c y  in  th e  p u b lic  t h o u g h t  

o f  to -d a y  to w a rd s  a  m o d ifie d  m y s tic is m . I t  is a  t im e  a ls o  w h e n  th e  

h u m a n  h e a r t  q u e s tio n s  as  w e ll  as  th e  h e a d ; th e  g r e a t  s o c ia l  p ro ­

b le m s  w h ic h  c r y  o u t fo r  s o lu tio n , o v e r -p o p u la t io n , th e  s w e a t in g  

s y s te m , th e  s la v e r y  o f  o v e r -c o m p e tit io n , b r e e d  s tr ik e s , s o c ia lis m , 

a n a r c h y — in  b r ie f ,  th e  d e s ire  fo r  b e tte rm e n t. H u m a n ita r ia n is m , 

a ltru is m , fra te r n ity , th e  id e a  o f  a  u n iv e r s a l r e lig io n , o f  a  le a g u e  o f  

p e a ce , s u c h  id e a s  a p p e a r  b e a u tifu l id e a ls  to  th e  s o r e ly  s u ffe r in g  a n d  

o v e r -d r iv e n  m en  a n d  w o m e n  o f  to -d a y . Y e s ,  th e  t im e s  a re  v e r y  l ik e  

th e n  an d  n o w ; a n d  o n c e  m o re  th e  h o p e  th a t  m y s t ic  r e lig io n  h a s  

e v e r  h e ld  o u t, is  o ffered . B u t  m y s t ic is m  is  n o t  a n  u n m ix e d  b le s s in g . 

P s y c h is m  d o g s  its  h e e ls ;  a n d  h e n c e  i t  is  th a t  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  p a s t  

s h o w s  u s  th a t  w h e r e v e r  m y s tic is m  h a s  a rise n , th e re  p s y c h is m  w it h  

its  d a n g e rs , e rro rs , a n d  in s a n it ie s  h as o b s c u re d  it .  H a v e  w e  n o t  

to -d a y  a m o n g s t  u s c ro w d s  o f  p h e n o m e n a lis ts , s e a r c h e r s  a fte r  s tr a n g e  

a rts, d ia b o lis ts , s y m b o lis ts , e tc ., a  re n a iss a n c e  o f  a l l  th a t  th e  p a st  

te l ls  u s  to  a v o id  ? A l l  th e s e  v a g a r ie s  o b s c u re  th e  tr u e  m y s t ic  w a y ,  

a n d  a t  n o  tim e  p r e v io u s ly  d o  w e  fin d  th e  v a r io u s  fa c to r s  s o  d is t in c t ly  

a t  w o r k  as in  th e  f irs t  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  e ra . I t  w a s  a g a in s t  

a l l  th e s e  e n o rm itie s  a n d  th e  w ild  im a g in in g s  th a t  in v a r ia b ly  fo llo w ,



w h e n  th e  s tr o n g  p o w e r  o f  m y s tic  r e lig io n  is  p o u r e d  in to  h u m a n  

th o u g h t, th a t  P lo t in u s  a ro se  to  r e v iv e  th e  d ia le c t ic  o f  P la to  a n d  

re s c u e  th e  re a lm s  o f  p u re  p h ilo s o p h y  fro m  th e  h o s ts  o f  d is o r d e r ly  

s p e c u la tio n , w h ile  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  b r i l l ia n t ly  d e fe n d in g  th e  b e s t  

th a t  m y s tic is m  o ffe re d . I t  w il l ,  th e re fo re , b e  o f  g r e a t  in te re s t, fo r  

th o se  w h o  a re  in c lin e d  to  b e lie v e  in  m y s t ic a l  r e l ig io n  in  th e  p r e s e n t  

d a y , to  c o n s id e r  th e  v ie w s  o f  p e r h a p s  th e  m o s t a c u te  r e a s o n e r  o f  

th e  G r e e k  p h ilo s o p h e rs , w h o  n o t  o n ly  c o m b in e d  th e  A r is to te le a n  

a n d  P la to n ic  m e th o d s , b u t  a ls o  a d d e d  a  re fin e d  a n d  p u re  m y s t ic is m  

o f  h is  o w n  w h ic h  th e  t im e s  o f  P la to  a n d  A r is to t le  w e re  u n a b le  to  

p ro d u c e .

T h e  re a d e r  w il l  d o u o tle s s  b e  a n x io u s  to  le a rn  w h a t  w a s  th e  

a tt itu d e  o f  P lo t in u s  to  C h r is t ia n ity ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  th e  C h r is t ia n  d o c ­

tr in e  h ad  a n y  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  th e  

N e o p la to n is ts . M u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r it te n  o n  th e  in flu e n c e  o f  C h r is ­

t ia n it y  o n  N e o p la to n is m , a n d  o f  N e o p la to n is m  o n  C h r is t ia n ity ,  

e s p e c ia lly  b y  G e r m a n  s c h o la rs ;  b u t  i t  is  sa fe r  to a v o id  a ll  e x tr e m e  

o p in io n s, a n d  b e  c o n te n t  w it h  th e  m o d e ra te  v ie w  o f  H a r n a c k  th a t , 

“ th e  in flu e n c e  o f  C h r is t ia n ity — w h e th e r  G n o s t ic  o r  C a t h o l ic — on 

N e o p la to n is m  w a s  a t  no  t im e  v e r y  c o n s id e r a b le ,”  a n d  w it h  r e g a r d  to  

th e  first te a c h e rs  o f  th e  s c h o o l e n t ir e ly  u n n o tic e a b le . N e v e r th e le s s , 

“ s in c e  N e o p la to n is m  o r ig in a te d  in  A le x a n d r ia ,  w h e r e  O r ie n ta l m o d es 

o f  w o rs h ip  w e re  a c c e s s ib le  to e v e r y o n e , a n d  s in c e  th e  J e w is h  p h ilo ­

s o p h y  h a d  a lso  ta k e n  its  p la c e  in  th e  l ite r a r y  c ir c le s  o f  A le x a n d r ia ,  

w e  m a y  s a fe ly  a ss u m e  th a t  e v e n  th e  e a r lie s t  o f  th e  N e o p la to n is ts  

p o ssessed  a n  a c q u a in ta n c e  w it h  J u d a is m  a n d  C h r is t ia n ity .  B u t  i f  

w e  se a rc h  P lo t in u s  fo r  e v id e n c e  o f  a n y  a c tu a l in f lu e n c e  o f  J e w is h  

a n d  C h r is t ia n  p h r a s e o lo g y , w e  s e a rc h  in  v a in ;  a n d  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  

a n y  s u c h  in flu e n c e  is  a ll  th e  m o re  u n lik e ly  b e c a u s e  i t  is  o n ly  th e  

la te r  N e o p la to n is m  th a t  o ffe rs  s t r ik in g  a n d  d e e p -ro o te d  p a r a lle ls  to  

P h ilo  an d  th e  G n o s t ic s ,”  a n d  P o r p h y r y  (c. x v i .)  d is t in c t ly  s ta te s  

th a t  th e  G n o s t ic s  a g a in s t  w h o m  P lo t in u s  w ro te  w e re  C h r is t ia n s .

A n d  y e t  th e re  c a n  be n o  d o u b t th a t  th e  s tr o n g  s p ir itu a l l i fe  a n d  

h o p e  w h ic h  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  C h r is t  in s p ire d  in  th e  h e a r ts  o f  h is  

h ea re rs , b r o u g h t  a  r e a l ity  in to  m e n ’s  l iv e s  th a t  w o u ld  n o t b e  c o n te n t  

w ith  th e  m e re  e n v is a g e m e n t  o f  a  c o ld  id e a l. T h o s e  w h o  w e re  fired  

w ith  th is  h o p e  ta u g h t  th a t  th is  id e a l w as re a liz a b le , n a y , t h a t  i t  h a d  

a lre a d y  b e e n  re a liz e d . W it h  s u c h  a  fe rv id  s p ir it  o f  h o p e  a n d



e n th u s ia s m  a ro ilse d , p h ilo s o p h y  h a d  to  lo o k  to  i t s  la u re ls . A n d  in  

th e  w o rd s  o f  M o z le y , b a se d  o n  V a c h e r o t ,  “ th e  p h ilo s o p h e r s  w e re  

k in d le d  b y  a  se n se  o f  r i v a l r y ; th e y  fe lt , p re se n t in th e  w o r ld  a n d  

a c t u a lly  w o r k in g , a  p o w e r  s u c h  as th e y  th e m s e lv e s  s o u g h t  to  e x e r ­

c ise , m o r a liz in g  a n d  o r d e r in g  th e  h e a r ts  o f  m e n ; a n d  th is  s tirre d  

th e m  to  fin d  a  p a r a lle l  p o w e r  o n  th e ir  o w n  s id e , a n d  th e  n e a re st 

a p p ro a c h  to  it, b o th  in  c h a r a c te r  a n d  d e g r e e , w a s  fo u n d  in  P la to . 

T o  P la to  th e y  tu rn e d  th e m s e lv e s  w it h  th e  fe r v o u r  o f  p u p ils  to w a rd s  

a n  a lm o st u n e r r in g  m a s te r ; b u t  th e y  s e le c te d  fro m  P la to  th o s e  e le ­

m e n ts  w h ic h  la y  o n  th e  sa m e  l in e  a s  th a t  C h r is t ia n  t e a c h in g  w h o se  

p o w e r  e lic ite d  th e ir  r iv a lr y .”

N o r  w e re  th e  b e tte r  in s tr u c te d  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  fa th e rs  fre e  

fro m  a  l ik e  r iv a lr y  w it h  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r s ; a n d  fro m  th is  r iv a lr y  

aro se  th e  s y m b o ls  o f  th e  C h u r c h  an d  th e  s u b tle t ie s  o f  a n  A t h a n a ­

siu s . C u r io u s ly  e n o u g h  in  o u r  o w n  d a y s  w e  n o t ic e  a  l ik e  r iv a lr y  

in  C h r is t ia n  a p o lo g e t ic s  in c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  g r e a t  e a ste rn  r e lig io u s  

sy s te m s ; a  n u m b e r  o f  th e  m o st e n lig h te n e d  C h r is t ia n  w r ite r s  

s t r iv in g  to  s h o w  th a t  C h r is t ia n ity ,  in  its  p u r e s t  a n d  b e s t sen se , r ise s  

su p e r io r  to  w h a t  is  b e st in  th e  O r ie n t . T h e  th e o r y  o f  d ir e c t  

b o r r o w in g  o n  e ith e r  s id e , h o w e v e r , h a s  to  b e a b a n d o n e d ; in d ir e c t  

in flu e n c e  is  a  t h in g  th a t  c a n n o t b e  d e n ie d , b u t  d ir e c t  p la g ia r is m  is  

u n su p p o rte d  b y  a n y  e v id e n c e  th a t  h a s  y e t  b e e n  d is c o v e r e d . A s  

M a x  M iille r  s a y s :

“  T h e  d if f ic u lty  o f  a d m it t in g  a n y  b o r r o w in g  o n  th e  p a rt  o f  o n e  

r e lig io n  fro m  a n o th e r  is  m u c h  g re a te r  th a n  is  c o m m o n ly  su p p o se d , 

a n d  i f  i t  h a s  ta k e n  p la c e , th e re  see m s to  m e  o n ly  o n e  w a y  in  w h ic h  

i t  c a n  b e  s a t is fa c to r ily  e s ta b lish e d , n a m e ly , b y  th e  a c t u a l  o c c u r r e n c e  

o f  fo re ig n  w o rd s  w h ic h  re ta in  a  c e rta in  u n id io m a tic  a p p e a ra n c e  in  

th e  la n g u a g e  to  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  b een  tra n sfe rre d . I t  see m s im ­

p o ssib le  th a t  a n y  r e lig io u s  c o m m u n ity  s h o u ld  h a v e  a d o p te d  fu n d a ­

m e n ta l p r in c ip le s  o f  r e lig io n  fro m  a n o th e r , u n le s s  th e ir  in te rc o u rse  

w a s  in tim a te  a n d  c o n t in u o u s ;  in  fa c t, u n le s s  t h e y  c o u ld  fr e e ly  

e x p re s s  th e ir  th o u g h ts  in  a  c o m m o n  la n g u a g e . . . .

“  N o r  s h o u ld  w e  fo r g e t  th a t  m o st  r e lig io n s  h a v e  a  fe e lin g  o f  

h o s t il i ty  to w a rd s  o th e r  r e lig io n s , a n d  th a t  th e y  a re  n o t l ik e ly  to  

b o rro w  fro m  o th e rs  w h ic h  in  th e ir  m o st  im p o r ta n t  a n d  fu n d a m e n ta l 

d o c tr in e s  th e y  c o n s id e r  e rro n e o u s .”  ( Theosophy or Psychological R e - 

U p o n , L o n d o n , 1893, p p . 367-369.)



A n d  th o u g h  P lo tin u s  c a n n o t  b e  s a id  to  h a v e  b o rro w e d  d ir e c t ly  

e ith e r  fro m  C h r is t ia n it y  o r o th e r  o r ie n ta l id ea s, n e v e r th e le s s  i t  is  

b e y o n d  d o u b t th a t  he w a s  a c q u a in te d  w it h  th e m , a n d  th a t  to o  m o st 

in t im a te ly .  B y  b ir th  h e  w as an  E g y p t ia n  o f  L y c o p o lis  ( S iv o u th )  ; 

fo r  e le v e n  y e a r s  h e  a tte n d e d  th e  sc h o o l o f  A m m o n iu s  a t  A le x a n d r i a ; 

h is  in te r e s t  in  th e  s y s te m s  o f  th e  fu r th e r  E a s t  w a s  so  g re a t, th a t  h e  

jo in e d  th e  e x p e d it io n  o f  G o r d ia n  in  o rd e r  to  le a rn  th e  r e lig io -  

p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  P e rs ia n s  a n d  I n d i a n s ; h is  p u p ils , A m e liu s  an d  

P o r p h y r y , w e re  fille d  w it h  o r ie n ta l te a c h in g , a n d  it  w a s  in a n s w e r  to  

th e ir  q u e s t io n in g  th a t  P lo t in u s  w ro te  th e  m o st p o w e rfu l b o o k s  o f  

th e  E n n e a d s . P o r p h y r y , m o re o v e r , w ro te  a  lo n g  tre a tise  o f  a  v e r y  

le a rn e d  n a tu re  A g a in st the C hristia n s, so  th a t  i t  c a n n o t h a v e  b e e n  

th a t  th e  m a s te r  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u n a c q u a in te d  w it h  th e  v i e w s  o f  

th e  p u p il.  N u m e n iu s  a g a in  w a s  h ig h ly  e ste e m e d  b y  P lo t in u s  a n d  

h is  sc h o o l, a n d  th is  P y t h a g o r e o - P la to n ic  p h ilo s o p h e r  w a s  s a tu ra te d  

w it h  o r ie n ta l id e a s , a s  V a c h e r o t  te lls  u s  (i, 3 1 8 ):

“  N u m e n iu s , a  S y r ia n  b y  o r ig in  a n d  l iv in g  in  th e  O r ie n t , is  n o t  

le ss  d e e p ly  v e r s e d  in  th e  r e lig io u s  tra d itio n s  o f  S y r ia ,  J u d a ea  a n d  

P e r s ia  th a n  in  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l d o c tr in e s  o f  G re e c e . H e  is  p e r­

fe c t ly  fa m ilia r  w it h  th e  w o r k s  o f  P h ilo ,  a n d  h is  a d m ir a tio n  g o e s  so  

fa r  a s  to  a s k  w h e th e r  it  is  P h i lo  w h o  p la to n iz e s , o r P la t o  w h o  

p h ilo n iz c s ;  h e  d u b s  P la to  th e  A t t ic  M o ses. Tf th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  

P h ilo  h a v e  a t a ll in flu e n c e d  th e  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  G re e c e , i t  is  o w in g  to  

N u m e n iu s , th e  fa th e r  o f  th is  S y r ia n  S c h o o l, o u t  o f  w h ic h  A m e liu s  

a n d  P o r p h y r y  c a m e  in to  N e o p la to n is m .

“ T h e  o r ie n ta l te n d e n c y  o f  th e  p h ilo s o p h e r  is  s h o w n  b y  th e  

fo l lo w in g  w o rd s  o f  E u s e b iu s : ‘ I t  m u s t  b e  th a t  h e  w h o  tr e a ts  o f  th e  

G o o d , a n d  w h o  h a s  a ffirm e d  h is  d o c tr in e  w ith  th e  w itn e s s  o f  P la to , 

s h o u ld  g o  e v e n  fu r th e r  b a c k  a n d  ta k e  h o ld  o f  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  

P y th a g o r a s . I t  m u s t b e  th a t  h e  s h o u ld  a p p e a l to  th e  m o s t  r e ­

n o w n e d  o f  th e  n a tio n s , a n d  th a t  h e  s h o u ld  p resen t th e  r itu a ls , 

d o g m a s  a n d  in s t itu t io n s  w h ic h — o r ig in a lly  e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  

B ra h m a n s , J e w s , M a g ia n s  a n d  E g y p t ia n s — are  in a g r e e m e n t w it h  

th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  P la to . ’ ( V I I I ,  v ii ,  D e  B o n o )"

W e , th e re fo re , fin d  in  P lo t in u s  tw o  m a rk e d  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  ; th e  

m e th o d  o f  s te rn  d ia le c t ic  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  a  r a t io n a l a n d  p r a c ­

t ic a l  m y s tic is m  o n  th e  o th e r  th a t  re m in d s  u s  v e r y  s t r o n g ly  o f  th e  b e s t  

p h a se  o f  th e  y o g a -s y s te m s  o f  a n c ie n t  In d ia , A s  B ra n d is  r e m a r k s  \



“  T h e  e n d e a v o u r  w h ic h , a s  fa r  a s  w e  c a n  ju d g e ,  c h a r a c te r is e d  

P lo t in u s  m o re  th a n  a n y  o th e r  p h ilo s o p h e r  o f  h is  a g e  w a s  . . . .  

to  p a v e  th e  w a y  to th e  s o lu tio n  o f  a n y  q u e s tio n  b y  a  c a r e fu l d is c u s -  

s io n  o f  th e  d iffic u lt ie s  o f  th e  c a s e .”

A n d  th o u g h  th e  m e th o d  is  s o m e w h a t  te d io u s , n e v e rth e le s s  th e  

p h ilo s o p h y  o f  P lo t in u s  is  o n e  o f  r e m a r k a b le  p o w e r  a n d  s y m m e try . 

In  th e  o p in io n  o f  M o z le y :

“ T h e r e  is  a  re a l so b e rn e ss  in  th e  m in d  o f  its  a u t h o r ;  th e  

d iffic u ltie s  c o n n e c te d  w it h  th e  d iv in e  se lf-s u b s ta n c e  a n d  u n iv e r s a lity , 

in  r e la tio n  to  th e  in d iv id u a lity  o f  m a n , th o u g h  th e y  c a n n o t b e  s a id  

to  b e  so lv e d , a re  p re se n te d  in  a  m a n n e r  to  w h ic h  l i t t le  o b je c tio n  c a n  

b e  ta k e n  in te lle c tu a lly , a n d  a g a in s t  w h ic h  n o  se rio u s  c h a r g e  o f  

irre v e re n c e  c a n  b e  b r o u g h t .”

T h is  is  a  g r e a t  a d m is s io n  fo r  a  m a n  w r it in g  in  a  d ic t io n a r y  o f  

C h r is t ia n  b io g r a p h y , a n d  th e  w o rd  “  s e r io u s  ”  m ig h t  w e ll  b e  o m itte d  

fro m  th e  la s t  l in e  a s  to ta l ly  u n n e c e ssa ry , i f  n o t  s u p re m e ly  r id ic u lo u s , 

w h e n  a p p lie d  to  s u c h  a  m a n  a s  P lo tin u s .

T h e  p a rt  o f  th e  s y s te m  o f  o u r  g r e a t  N e o p la to n is t  th a t  h a s  b e e n  

a n d  w il l  b e  th e  le a s t u n d e rsto o d , is  th a t  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  p r a c t ic e  

o f  th e u r g y , w h ic h  c o n s u m m a te s  i t s e l f  in  e c s ta sy , th e  S a m & d h i o f  th e  

y o g a -a r t  o f  In d ia n  m y s tic s . F o r  y e a r s  P lo t in u s  k e p t  se c re t th e  

te a c h in g s  o f  h is  m a ste r  A m m o n iu s  S a c c a s , a n d  n o t t i l l  h is  fe llo w -  

p u p ils  H e re n n iu s  a n d  O r ig e n  (n o t th e  C h u r c h  fa th e r)  b r o k e  t h e  

c o m p a c t d id  h e  b e g in  to  e x p o u n d  th e  te n e ts  p u b lic ly . I t  is  c u r io u s  

to  n o tic e  th a t, th o u g h  th is  e c s ta s y  w a s  th e  c o n su m m a tio n  o f  th e  

w h o le  s y s te m , n o w h e re  d o e s  P lo t in u s  e n te r  in to  a n y  d e ta ils  o f  th e  

m e th o d s  b y  w h ic h  th is  su p re m e  s ta te  o f  c o n sc io u sn e ss  is  to  b e  

re a ch e d , and I  c a n n o t b u t  t h in k  th a t  h e  s t i l l  k e p t  s ile n c e  d e lib e r a te ly  

on th is  a ll- im p o r ta n t  p o in t.

A m m o n iu s , th e  m a ste r , m a d e  s u c h  a n  im p re ssio n  o n  h is  tim e s  

b y  h is  g r e a t  w is d o m  a n d  k n o w le d g e  th a t  h e  w a s  k n o w n  a s  th e  

“ g o d - t a u g h t ”  (0<o8t8<ucroc); h e  w a s  m o re  th a n  a  m e re  e c le c t ic , h e  

h im s e lf  a tta in e d  to  s p ir itu a l in s ig h t .  T h e  p u p il  P lo t in u s  a ls o  

s h o w s  a ll  th e  s ig n s  o f  a  s tu d e n t o f  e a ste rn  R & ja  Y o g a ,  th e  “  k i n g ly  

a r t  ”  o f  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  so u l. I n  h is  a tt itu d e  to  th e  a s tro lo g e rs , 

m a g ic ia n s  a n d  p h e n o m e n a -m o n g e rs  o f  th e  tim e , h e  s h o w s  a  th o r o u g h  

c o n te m p t fo r  s u c h  m a g ic  a rts , th o u g h , i f  w e  a re  to  b e lie v e  P o r p h y r y , 

h is  o w n  s p ir itu a l p o w e r  w a s  g re a t. T h e  g o d s  a n d  daem ons a n d



p o w e rs  w e re  to  b e c o m m a n d e d  a n d  n o t o b e y e d . “  T h o s e  g o d s  ot 

y o u r s  m u s t c o m e  to  m e, n o t I to  th e m .”  ( i « u w  8« irpot l/u 

lpx<ecr&ai, ovk ifit irpos iicuvow.— Porphyry, X .)

A n d , in d eed , h e  e n d e d  h is  l i fe  in  th e  w a y  th a t  Y o g in s  in  th e  

E a s t  a re  sa id  to  p a ss  o u t o f  th e  b o d y . W h e n  th e  h o u r  o f  d e a th  

a p p ro a c h e s  th e y  p e rfo rm  T a p a s ,  o r  in  o th e r  w o rd s  e n te r  in to  a  d e e p  

s ta te  o f  c o n te m p la tio n . T h i s  w a s  e v id e n t ly  th e  m o d e  o f  le a v in g  

th e  w o rld  fo llo w e d  b y  o u r  p h ilo s o p h e r , fo r  h is  la s t  w o rd s  w e r e :  

“ N o w  I s e e k  to  le a d  b a c k  th e  s e l f  w it h in  m e  to  th e  A l l - s e l f ”

( t o  iv fjfuv Otlov irpo? t o  iv r y  iravrl 6tiov.— Porphyry, i i .)

In d e e d  P lo tin u s , “  in  so  fa r  a s  w e  h a v e  re co rd s  o f  h im , w a s  in  

h is  p e rso n a l c h a r a c te r  o n e  o f  th e  p u r e s t  a n d  m o st p le a s in g  o f  a ll  

p h ilo so p h e rs , a n c ie n t  o r  m o d e r n ”  (M o z le y ) . I t  is , th e re fo re , o f  

g r e a t  in te re st fo r  u s  to  le a rn  h is  o p in io n s  o n  th e  th o u g h t  o f  h is  o w n  

tim e , a n d  w h a t  s o lu tio n  h e  o ffered  o f  th e  p ro b le m s  w h ic h  a re  a g a in  

p resen ted  to  u s, b u t w it h  e v e n  g re a te r  in s is te n c e , in  o u r  o w n  d a y s . 

W e  w il l ,  th e re fo re , ta k e  a  g la n c e  a t  th e  m a in  fe a tu re s  o f  h is  s y s te m .

G . R .  S .  M e a d .

(To be concluded.)



H E L E N A  P E T R O V N A  B L A V A T S K Y .

(Concluded fro m  p . 50.)

T h e  e a r ly  m o n th s  o f  th e  s u m m e r  th a t  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y  s p e n t 

n e a r  N a p le s , a t  T o r r e  d e l G re c o , w e re  m o n th s  fu ll  o f  s u ffe r in g . 

S h e  fe lt  ill ,  s o lita r y , a n d  d e se rte d , a n d , w h a t  is  m o re , s h e  feared  

th a t  th e  p ro sp e r ity  o f  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  w a s  ru in e d  b y  h e r  

u n p o p u la r ity  a n d  b y  th e  c a lu m n ie s  a t  a ll  t im e s  d ire c te d  a g a in s t  h e r . 

B u t  a t th e  first s u g g e s t io n  o f  r e s ig n a t io n  sh e  m a d e , sh e  ra is e d  a  

s to rm  o f  u n a n im o u s  p ro te s t  fro m  A m e r ic a , E u r o p e , a n d  a b o v e  a ll ,  

fro m  In d ia . T h e  P r e s id e n t- w a s  p o w e rle s s  to  c a lm  th e  m a lc o n te n ts , 

w h o  u r g e n t ly  d e m a n d e d  th e  re tu rn  o f  H . P . B la v a ts k y ,  a n d  th e  re­

s u m p tio n  b y  h e r  o f  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  th e  S o c ie t y  a n d  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

in te re s ts  in  g e n e r a l. I n  v a in  s h e  tr ie d  to  p ro v e  to  th e m  th a t  s h e  

w o u ld  r e a lly  b e  o f  m o re  u se  to th e  m o v e m e n t b y  d e v o t in g  h e rse lf, in  

s e c lu s io n  a n d  u n in te r r u p te d  b y  b u s in e s s  a ffa irs  a n d  tro u b le s , to  th e  

w r it in g  o f  h e r  n e w  w o rk , The Secret D octrine. T h e y  re p lie d  w it h  

a ssu ra n ce s  o f  d e v o tio n  to h e r  a n d  b y  a s k in g  h e r  to  c o m e  to  L o n d o n , 

to  M a d ra s , a n d  to  N e w  Y o r k ; s e tt le  w h e re  s h e  w o u ld , s h e  w o u ld  b e 

w e lc o m e d , i f  o n ly  sh e  w o u ld  re su m e  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  m o v e m e n t. 

A s  fo r  le a v in g  th e m , sh e  m u s t  n o t fo r  a  m o m e n t th in k  o f  it , for, 

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  u n a n im o u s  o p in io n , h e r  le a v in g  m e a n t th e  d is p e r ­

s io n  o f  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l S o c ie t y  a n d  its  d e a t h !

A s  so o n  a s  i t  w a s  k n o w n  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  m o st fo o lis h  a c c u s a tio n s  

a g a in s t  H . P . B la v a t s k y  w a s  th a t  th e  M a h itm d s  d id  n o t e x is t ,  a n d  

th a t  th e y  w e re  o n ly  th e  c re a tio n  o f  h e r  im a g in a t io n , in v e n te d  in  

o rd e r  to  d e c e iv e  th e  c re d u lo u s , h u n d r e d s  o f  le tte r s  re ach ed  h e r  fro m  

a ll  p a rts  o f  In d ia , fro m  p e rso n s  w h o  h a d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e m  b e fo re , 

th e y  sa id , th e y  h a d  p o sse sse d  th e  s l ig h t e s t  a c q u a in ta n c e  w ith  T h e o ­

so p h y . F in a l ly  c a m e  a  le t te r  fro m  N e g a p a ta m , th e  h o m e  o f  pundits, 

b e a r in g  th e  s ig n a tu r e s  o f  s e v e n ty - s e v e n  o f  th e ir  le a rn e d  m e n , e m ­

p h a t ic a lly  a ff irm in g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e se  s u p e r io r  b e in g s , w h o  w e re



to o  w e ll  k n o w n  a n d  r e c o g n iz e d  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  A r y a n  ra c e s  fo r  

th e ir  d e sc e n d a n ts  to b e  a b le  to  d o u b t th e ir  e x is te n c e . (Boston Courier, 

J u ly ,  1886.)

H e le n a  w ro te  to  m e  fro m  W U rz b u rg , w h e r e  sh e  h a d  s e tt le d  fo r  

th e  w i n t e r :

“  I  u n d e rsta n d  t h a t  th e  P s y c h ic a l  R e s e a r c h  S o c ie ty  o f  L o n d o n  

h a s  s u d d e n ly  p e r c e iv e d  th e  p o s s ib ility  o f  m a k in g  m e  p a ss  fo r a  

c h a r la ta n . A b o v e  a ll  th in g s , th e y  w is h  b y  a n y  m e a n s  to  a v o id  

d iffe re n c e s  w it h  th e  o r th o d o x  s c ie n c e  o f  E u r o p e , a n d  c o n s e q u e n tly  

it  is  im p o s s ib le  fo r  th e m  to  r e c o g n iz e  th e  o c c u lt  p h e n o m e n a  as 

g e n u in e  a n d  th e  r e s u lt  o f  fo rc e s  u n k n o w n  to  th e  s c ie n tis ts . I f  th e y  

w e re  to  d o  th is , th e y  w o u ld  a t  o n c e  h a v e  a g a in s t  th e m  th e  w h o le  

c l iq u e  o f  d o c to rs  o f  S c ie n c e  a n d  T h e o lo g y .  C e r t a in ly  th e ir  b e tte r  

p la n  is  to  tr a m p le  o n  u s  T h e o s o p h is ts ,  w h o  fe a r  n e ith e r  th e  c le r g y  

n o r  a c a d e m ic  a u th o r it ie s , a n d  w h o  h a v e  th e  c o u r a g e  o f  o u r  o p in io n s . 

W e ll ,  t h e n ! r a th e r  th a n  e x c it e  th e  a n g e r  o f  th e  s h e p h e rd s  o f  a l l  th e  

E u r o p e a n  s h e e p  o f  P a n u r g e , is  i t  n o t  b e tte r  to  e x c u s e  m y  d is c ip le s  

(fo r th e re  are  m a n y  a m o n g  th e  n u m b e r  w h o  h a v e  to  b e  ta k e n  c a r e  

o f!)  a n d  c o n d o le  w it h  th e m  a s  b e in g  m y  p o o r  d u p e s , a n d  to  p la c e  

m e u p o n  th e  s to o l o f  re p e n ta n c e , a n d  a c c u s e  m e  o f  fra u d s , o f  s p y in g ,  

o f  th e fts , an d  w h a t  n o t ? A h  ! I  r e c o g n iz e  m y  u su a l f a t e ; to  h a v e  

th e  r e p u ta tio n  w it h o u t  h a v in g  h ad  th e  p le a s u re  ! . . .  I f  o n ly  a t

le a s t  I  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o f  re a l s e r v ic e  to  m y  b e lo v e d  R u s s ia  ! B u t  

n o ! T h e  o n ly  s e r v ic e  th a t  I h a v e  h a d  th e  c h a n c e  o f  p e r fo r m in g  fo r  

h e r  h a s  b e e n  a  v e r y  n e g a t iv e  o n e ; th e  e d ito rs  o f  c e rta in  n e w s p a p e rs  

in  In d ia  b e in g  m y  p e rso n a l fr ie n d s , a n d  k n o w in g  th a t  e v e r y  lin e  

w ritte n  a g a in s t  R u s s ia  g a v e  m e  p a in , a b sta in e d  fro m  a tta c k  o fte n e r  

th a n  th e y  o th e r w is e  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e . . . . B e h o ld  a ll th a t  I

h a v e  b een  a b le  to  d o  fo r  m y  c o u n tr y  n o w  lo s t  fo r  e v e r ! ”

H e r  g r e a t  c o n s o la tio n  in  th is  e x i le  o f  h e rs  w a s  th e  le tte r s  a n d  

th e  v is its  o f  h e r  fr ie n d s , w h o  k n e w  w h e r e  to  fin d  h e r  in  th e  d e p th s  

o f  G e rm a n y , w h e r e  sh e  h a d  ta k e n  r e fu g e  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  q u ie t  a n d  

to  b e  a b le  to  w r ite  h e r  b o o k  in  p e a ce . T h e  le tte rs  a ll d is p la y e d  c o n ­

fid e n ce  a n d  f r ie n d s h ip ; o f  th e  v is its ,  th o s e  o f  h e r  R u s s ia n  fr ie n d s  

g a v e  h e r  th e  g re a te s t  p le a su re . A m o n g s t  th e m  w e re  h e r  a u n t  fro m  

O d e ssa  a n d  M . S o lo v io f f  fro m  P a r is . W h i le  th e re  th e  la tte t  h a d  a 

le tte r  fro m  M ah&tm & K o o t- H o o m i, a n d  le ft  a g a in  fo r  P a r is , e n th u ­

s ia s tic  o v e r  h is  v is i t  a n d  th e  e x tr a o rd in a r y  th in g s  w h ic h  h e  h a d



w itn e s s e d  at W tir z b u r g , so  m u c h  s o  th a t  h e  w ro te  le tte r  a fte r  le tte r , 

a ll  in  th e  s ty le  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  e x tr a c t :

“  P a r i s ,

“  October 8/A, 1885.

“ M y  D e a r e s t  H e l e n a  P e t r o v n a ,

“  I  a m  in  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w it h  M a d a m e  A d a m . I  h a v e  

s p o k e n  to  h e r  m u c h  o f  y o u ; I h a v e  t h o r o u g h ly  in te re s te d  h e r , a n d  

s h e  te lls  m e  th a t  h e r  R eview  w i l l  b e  fo r th w ith  o p e n e d  n o t o n ly  to  

T h e o s o p h ic a l  a rt ic le s , b u t  to  y o u r  o w n  ju s t if ic a t io n , i f  n eed s b e . 

I  h a v e  p ra ise d  M a d a m e  d e  M o rsie r  to  h e r  ( th is  la d y  fo r m e r ly  p r o ­

fe sse d  m u c h  d e v o tio n  to  M a d a m e  B la v a t s k y  a n d  h e r  te a c h in g s )  ; a s  

i l  h a p p e n s , a t  th is  v e r y  t im e  sh e  h a s  s t a y in g  w it h  h e r  a  v is ito r  w h o  

jo in s  w it h  m e  a n d  s p e a k s  to  th e  s a m e  e ffe c t. A l l  is  g o in g  a s  w e l l  a s  

p o s s ib le . I  s p e n t th e  m o r n in g  w it h  D r . R ic h e t ,  a n d  a g a in  I  s p o k e  

w it h  h im  a b o u t y o u , w it h  r e g a r d  to  M y e rs  a n d  th e  P s y c h ic a l  R e ­

s e a rc h  S o c ie ty . I  c a n  s a y  th a t  I  h a v e  c o n v in c e d  R ic h e t  a s  to  th e  

r e a lity  o f  yo u r p e rso n a l p o w e rs , a n d  th e  p h e n o m e n a  t a k in g  p la c e  

th r o u g h  y o u r  a g e n c y .  H e  a s k e d  m e  th re e  c a te g o r ic a l q u e s tio n s — to  

th e  tw o  first I  r e p lie d  in  th e  a f f i r m a t iv e ; a s  to  th e  th ird , I  to ld  h im  

th a t  w it h o u t  d o u b t I  s h o u ld  b e  a b le  to  g iv e  h im  a n  a ffirm a tiv e  a n s w e r  

w ith in  th e  sp a c e  o f  tw o  o r  th re e  m o n th s . I  h a v e  n o  d o u b t th a t  m y  

a n s w e r  w il l  b e  in  th e  a ff irm a tiv e , a n d  th e n — y o u  w il l  se e — th e r e  w il l  

b e  a  tr iu m p h  w h ic h  w il l  c ru s h  a ll  th e  ‘ p s y c h is t s ’ (o f  L o n d o n ) . Y e s ,  

so  it  m u s t b e , m u s t i t  n o t ? F o r  a s s u r e d ly  y o u  w il l  n o t d e c e iv e  

m e ! . . . I le a v e  to -m o r r o w  fo r  P e te r s b u r g .— Y o u r s ,

“ V .  S .  S o l o v i o f f . ”  

A l l  th e  w in te r , a t  W iir z b u r g , M a d a m e  B la v a t s k y  w a s  o c c u p ie d  

in  w r i t in g  h e r  Secret D octrine. S h e  w ro te  to  M r. S in n e t t  th a t  n e v e r  

s in c e  th e  w r i t in g  o f  Isis  U nveiled  h a d  th e  p s y c h o m e tr ic  v is io n s  a p ­

p e a re d  so c le a r ly  a n d  p la in ly  b e fo re  h e r  s p ir itu a l p e rc e p tio n , a n d  th a t  

sh e  h o p e d  th a t th is  w o r k  w o u ld  r e v iv i fy  th e ir  ca u se . A t  th e  sa m e  

tim e  C o u n te ss  W a c h tm e is te r , w h o  p a sse d  th is  w in te r  w it h  h e r  (an d 

th e n c e fo rw a rd  n e v e r  w is h e d  to  le a v e  h er) w ro te  le tte rs  fu l l  o f  a d ­

m ira tio n  fo r  th e  w r it in g s  o f  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  fo r  

“  th e  s u r p r is in g  c o n d itio n s  u n d e r  w h ic h  H . P . B la v a t s k y  w o r k e d  a t 

h e r  g r e a t  b o o k .”

“  W e  a re  s u rro u n d e d  d a i ly  w it h  p h e n o m e n a  ” — th u s  s h e  w ro te



to  tne— “ b u t  w e  a re  so  u se d  to  th e m  th a t  th e y  seem  q u ite  in  th e  

o r d in a r y  c o u rs e  o f  t h in g s .”

O n c e  a g a in  H . P . B la v a t s k y  h a d  a  s e v e r e  illn e s s , fro m  w h ic h  

s h e  w it h  d if f ic u lty  re co v e re d , th a n k s  to  th e  d e v o tio n  o f  h e r  fr ie n d s , 

w h o  n e v e r  le ft  h e r  s id e  fo r  a  m o m e n t. I t  w a s  p r in c ip a lly  to  D r . 

A s h to n  E ll is ,  o f  L o n d o n , C o u n te s s  W a c h tm e is te r , a n d  th e  G e b h a r d  

fa m ily  th a t  sh e  o w e d  h e r  r e c o v e r y ; b u t  fro m  th is  t im e  fo rw a rd  h e r  

l i fe  w a s  o n e  o f  c o n tin u o u s  s u ffe r in g  m o re  or le ss  a cu te .

In  th e  m o n th  o f  A p r i l ,  1887, h e r  fr ie n d s  s u c c e e d e d  in  r e m o v in g  

h e r  to  E n g la n d . T h e  p r e v io u s  w in te r  s h e  h a d  p a ssed  a t  O s te n d , 

w h e re  s h e  fin ish ed  th e  first h a l f  o f  The Secret D octrine, a n d  h e r e  s h e  

w a s  c o n s ta n tly  s u rro u n d e d  w it h  fr ie n d s , e s p e c ia lly  w ith  th o se  w h o  

c a m e  to  see  h e r  fro m  L o n d o n ; a m o n g s t  th e se  w a s  th e  P re s id e n t o f  

th e  B r it is h  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  M r. S in n e t t , w h o  h a d  j u s t  p u b ­

lis h e d  h is  b o o k , Incidents in  the L ife  o f  M m e. H . P . B lavatsky .

T h e  la s t  fo u r  y e a rs  o f  h e r  life , w h ic h  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y  p a ssed  

in  L o n d o n , w e re  y e a rs  o f  p h y s ic a l  s u ffe r in g , o f  in c e s s a n t la b o u r , o f  

m e n ta l o v e r -e x c ite m e n t, w h ic h  c o m p le te ly  u n d e rm in e d  h e r  h e a l t h ; 

b u t  th ese  y e a rs  w ere  a ls o  y e a rs  o f  su cce ss , o f  m o ra l fru it io n , w h ic h  

fu l ly  co m p e n sa te d  h e r  fo r  h e r  s u ffe r in g s , a n d  g a v e  h e r  c a u se  to  h o p e  

th a t  h e r  b o o k , th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  a n d  h e r  w r it in g s  w o u ld  

re m a in  a s  e v id e n c e  in  h e r  fa v o u r  a fte r  h e r  d e a th , a n d  w o u ld  s e r v e  

to  c le a r  h e r  n a m e  fro m  th e  c a lu m n ie s  w it h  w h ic h  i t  h a d  b een  

c o v e re d .

H e re  is  a n  e x tr a c t  fro m  o n e  o f  h e r  le tte rs , w r itte n  in  th e  a u tu m n  

o f  1887, e x c u s in g  h e r s e lf  fo r  h e r  lo n g  s ile n c e .

“ I f  y o u  o n ly  k n e w , m y  fr ie n d s , h o w  b u s y  I  a m ! J u s t  im a g in e  

th e  n u m b e r  o f  m y  d a ily  d u tie s ;  th e  e d it in g  o f  m y  n e w  m a g a z in e , 

L u c i f e r ,  re sts  e n t ir e ly  w it h  m e, a n d  b e s id e s  th a t  I h a v e  to  w r ite  fo r 

i t  e a c h  m o n th  fro m  te n  to  fifteen  p a g e s . T h e n  th e re  a re  th e  a r t ic le s  

fo r  th e  o th e r  T h e o s o p h ic a l  m a g a z in e s — th e  L otus  a t P a ris , th e  Theoso­

p h ist a t  M a d ras, th e  P a th  a t N e w  Y o r k — m y  Secret D octrine, o f  w h ic h  

I h a v e  to  c o n tin u e  th e  se c o n d  v o lu m e  a n d  c o r re c t  th e  p ro o fs  o f  th e  

first tw o  o r  th re e  t im e s  o v e r . A n d  th e n  th e  v is its !  . . . .  

V e r y  o fte n  a s  m a n y  a s  th ir t y  a  d a y . . . . Im p o s s ib le  fo r  m e  to

g e t  o u t  o f  it !  . . . . T h e r e  o u g h t  to  b e  a h u n d r e d  a n d  tw e n ty -

fo u r  h o u rs  in  e a ch  d a y . H a v e  n o  fe a r ;  n o  n e w s  is g o o d  n e w s !  

Y o u  w ill  b e  w ritte n  to  i f  I  b e c o m e  m o re  i l l  th a n  u s u a l .........................



H a v e  y o u  n o tic e d  o n  th e  c o v e r  o f  th e  L otu s  th e  se n s a tio n a l a n n o u n c e ­

m e n t o f  th e  E d it o r ?  U nder the Inspiration o f  M adam e Blavatsky. 

G o o d  H e a v e n s , w h a t  'in s p ir a t io n ’ ! w h e n  I  h a v e  n o t h a d  tim e  to  

w r ite  o n e  w o r d  fo r  it. D o e s  i t  r e a c h  y o u ?  I h a v e  ta k e n  th r e e  

co p ie s , tw o  fo r  y o u  a n d  o n e  fo r  K a tk o f f .  I w o rs h ip  t h a t  m a n  fo r  

h is  p a tr io tis m  a n d  th e  o u tsp o k e n  tr u th  o f  h is  a rt ic le s , w h ic h  d o  

h o n o u r  to  R u s s ia .  . . .”

T h e  a c t iv it y  o f  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  in  L o n d o n , its  m e e t­

in g s , its  m o n th ly  a n d  w e e k ly  m a g a z in e s , a n d , a b o v e  a ll ,  th e  w r it in g s  

o f  its  fo u n d re ss , a ttra c te d  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  p re ss  a n d  th e  r e p r is a ls  

o f  th e  c le r g y .  B u t  h e re  th e ir  r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  n e v e r  g a v e  w a y  to  

s u c h  u n ju s t  a n d  c a lu m n io u s  e x c e ss e s  a s  d id  th e  J e s u its  o f  M a d ra s . 

M o st a s s u r e d ly  th e r e  w e re  m a n y  s t ir r in g  m e e tin g s , a t  w h ic h  H . P .  

B la v a t s k y ,  to  u s e  h e r  o w n  e x p re s s io n , w a s  “ tre a te d  l ik e  L u c i fe r —  

n o t in  i t s  tr u e  se n se , a s  bearer o f  the heavenly lig h t— b u t in  th e  

p o p u la r  se n se , th a t  w h ic h  is  a sc r ib e d  to  h im  in  M ilto n ’s  Paradise  

Lost. I  w a s  p re se n te d  to  th e  p u b lic  a s  a n t i- C h r is t  in  p e tt ic o a ts .”  

N e v e r th e le s s ,  h e r  fin e  le tte r , e n tit le d , “ L u c i f e r  t o  th e  A r c h b is h o p  

o f  C a n te r b u r y ,”  m a d e  a  g r e a t  s e n s a tio n  a t  th e  tim e , a n d  a l l  b u t  p u t 

a n  e n d  to  c le r ic a l  h o s t il it ie s .

In  L o n d o n  th e r e  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  a n y  q u e s tio n  a s  to  p h e n o m e n a ; 

H e le n a  P e tr o v n a  to o k  an  a v e r s io n  to th e m . N e v e r th e le s s , a s  M r. 

S te a d  r e m a r k s  w it h  tru th , in  h is  a r t ic le  o n  M a d a m e  H . P . B la v a t s k y  

in  The R eview  o f  Review s fo r  J u n e , 18 9 1, n e v e r  b e fo re  d id  sh e  

m a k e  so  m a n y  d is t in g u is h e d  c o n v e rts  o r  c o n v e r ts  m o re  d e v o te d  to  

h e r  c a u s e  th a n  d u r in g  th e  la s t  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l ife . H e r  v is io n s  

a n d  h e r  c la ir v o y a n c e , h o w e v e r , n e v e r  le ft  h e r . In  J u ly ,  1886, sh e  

to ld  u s  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  h e r  fr ie n d , P ro f. A le x a n d e r  B o u tle ro ff , 

b e fo re  i t  w a s  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  R u s s ia n  n e w s p a p e rs . In  fa c t , s h e  

s a w  h im  a t  O ste n d  o n  th e  v e r y  d a y  o f  h is  d e a th . T h e  sa m e  t h i n g  

h a p p e n e d  in  th e  c a se  o f  o u r  c e le b r a te d  p o lit ic ia n , M . N .  K a tk o f f ,  

a  p a tr io t w h o m  sh e  c o r d ia lly  e ste e m e d . S h e  w r o te  to  m e (an d  th e  

le tte r  is  fo rtu n a te ly  s t i l l  e x ta n t  a n d  p r e c is e ly  d a ted ) o n e  m o n th  

b e fo re  h is  e n d  th a t  h e  w o u ld  b e  i l l  a n d  w o u ld  d ie . I n  J u ly ,  1888, 

w h e n  1 w a s  in  L o n d o n , s h e  e x tr ic a te d  m e  fro m  s e r io u s  p e r p le x ity , 

ca u se d  b y  a  w r o n g ly - in te r p re te d  te le g r a m , a n d  to ld  m e, a fte r  a n  

in s ta n t ’s  m e d ita tio n , w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  a t  M o s c o w  o n  th a t  v e r y  

d a y . W h e n  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1890, th e  H e a d q u a rte rs  o f  th e  S o c ie t y



in  L o n d o n  w a s  m o v e d  in to  a  n e w  h o n se , b e tte r  a d a p te d  to  a c c o m m o ­

d a te  h e r  in c re a s e d  sta ff, H . P . B la v a ts k y  sa id , “  I  s h a ll  n e v e r  m o v e  

a g a in , th e y  w i l l  ta k e  m e  fro m  th is  h o u s e  to  th e  c re m a to r iu m .”  

W h e n  a sk e d  w h y  s h e  fo re to ld  th is , s h e  g a v e  a s  a  p r e te x t  t h a t  th is  

h o u s e  h a d  n o t h e r  lu c k y  n u m b e r; th e  n u m b e r  s e v e n  w as la c k in g .

T h e  h e a lth  o f  H e le n a  P e tr o v n a  c o n tin u e d  to  g o  fro m  b a d  to  

w o rse  w it h  th e  in c r e a s in g  g r o w th  o f  h e r  o c c u p a tio n s . S h e  fo rm e d  

a ro u n d  h e r s e lf  a  g r o u p  o f  a rd e n t  T h e o s o p h is ts  w h o  w e re  a n x io u s  

to  s tu d y  th e  o c c u lt  sc ie n ce s . W it h  r e g a r d  to  th is  s h e  w ro te  to  m e  

in  1889.

“ Y o u  a s k  o f  m e, w h a t  a re  m y  n e w  o c c u p a tio n s ?  N o n e  e x c e p t  

th e  w r it in g  o f  f ifty  o r  so  m o re  p a g e s  e a c h  m o n th , m y  E soteric 

Instructions, w h ic h  c a n n o t b e  p r in te d . F i v e  o r  s ix  u n h a p p y  v o lu n ­

t a r y  m a rty rs , a m o n g  m y  d e v o te d  e s o te r ic is ts , c o p y  o u t  300 c o p ie s , 

so  a s  to  se n d  th e m  to  th e  a b s e n t m e m b e rs  o f  m y  E s o t e r ic  S e c t io n , 

b u t  I  h a v e  to  r e v is e  a n d  c o r re c t  th e m  m y s e lf  in to  th e  b a r g a in !

. . . . A n d  th e n  o u r  T h u r s d a y  m e e tin g s , w it h  th e  s c ie n tif ic  

q u e stio n s  o f  th e  savants, s u c h  a s  W il l ia m  B e n n e t  o r K in g s la n d ,  w h o  

w rite s  o n  e le c tr ic ity ;  w it h  s te n o g r a p h e r s  in  a ll  th e  co rn e rs, a n d  

th e  a ss u ra n c e  th a t  m y  le a s t  w o rd  w il l  b e  in c o rp o ra te d  in  o u r  n e w  

jo u r n a l  o f  re p o rts , Transactions o f  the Blavatsky Lodge, a n d  th a t  

th e y  w il l  b e  read  a n d  c o m m e n te d  on  n o t o n ly  b y  m y  T h e o s o p h is ts ,  

b u t  b y  h u n d re d s  o f  th e  ill-d is p o s e d . M y  p u p ils  in  O c c u lt is m  a re  

o v e r jo y e d . T h e y  h a v e  se n t o u t  a  c ir c u la r  th r o u g h  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

w o rld , s a y in g , ‘ H . P . B . is  o ld  a n d  v e r y  i l l ;  H . P . B . m ig h t  d ie  

a n y  d a y , a n d  th e n  fro m  w h o m  c o u ld  w e  le a r n  th e  t h in g s  s h e  c a n  

te a c h  u s. W e  m u s t c lu b  to g e th e r  a n d  re c o rd  h e r  te a c h in g s , ’ a n d  

so  th e y  p a y  fo r  th e  s te n o g r a p h e r s  a n d  th e  p r in t in g , a n d  i t  c o s ts  

th e m  m u c h . . . . A n d  th e ir  o ld  H . P .  B . m ust fin d  t im e  to

te a c h  th e m , a lth o u g h  th is  c a n n o t be d o n e  e x c e p t  a t  th e  c o s t  o f  t im e  

w h ic h  s h e  fo rm e r ly  d e v o te d  to  w r it in g , in  o rd e r to  g a in  h e r  d a i ly  

b read , fo r  fo r e ig n  jo u r n a ls  a n d  n e w sp a p e rs . W e ll !  H . P . B .  w i l l  

h a v e  h e r  h a b its  a  l it t le  fu r th e r  u p se t— t h a t  is  a l l !  A t  th e  le a s t  

w o rd  fro m  m e  th e y  w o u ld  g la d ly  in d e m n ify  m e, b u t  I  w o n ’t  a c c e p t  

o n e  p e n n y  fo r  s u c h  lesso n s. * M a y  t h y  m o n e y  p e r ish  w it h  th e e , fo r  

th o u  h a s t  t h o u g h t  to  p u r c h a s e  th e  g if t s  o f  G o d  fo r  g o l d ; ’ t h a t  is  

w h a t  I  s a y  to  th o se  w h o  t h in k  th e y  c a n  b u y  th e  d iv in e  s c ie n c e  o f  

e te r n ity  fo r s h il l in g s  a n d  g u in e a s .”



T w o  y e a rs  a fte r  s h e  h a d  s e tt le d  in  L o n d o n , M a d a m e  B la v a t s k y  

m a d e  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  a  w o m a n  o f  e x tr a o r d in a r y  k n o w le d g e , 

m e rits , a n d  ta le n t.

I w il l  le t  h e r  s p e a k  h e rse lf.

“  I  f ig h t  m o re  th a n  e v e r  w it h  th e  m a te r ia lis ts  a n d  a th e is ts . 

T h e  w h o le  le a g u e  o f  ‘ F r e e t h in k e r s ’ is  a rm e d  a g a in s t  m e, b e c a u s e  

I  h a v e  c o n v e rte d  in to  a g o o d  T h e o s o p h is t  th e  b e st o f  t h e ir  w o r k e r s  

— A n n ie  B e s a n t— th e  fa m o u s  w o m a n  a u th o r  a n d  o ra to r , B r a d la u g h ’s  

r ig h t  h a n d  a n d  h is  tr ie d  fr ie n d . . . . R e a d  h e r  p ro fe ss io n  o f

fa ith , W hy I  became a Theosophist— a  s h o rth a n d  r e p o rt  o f  w h a t  s h e  

s a id  in  h e r  p u b lic  c o n fe ss io n  b e fo re  a  g r e a t  m e e t in g  a t  th e  H a l l  

o f  S c ie n c e . T h e  c le r g y  a re  so  w e ll  p le a s e d  w it h  h e r  c o n v e rs io n  

t h a t  a t  p re se n t th e y  a re  fu l l  o f  p ra ise s  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  . . . W h a t  

a  n o b le  a n d  e x c e lle n t  w o m a n  s h e  is !  W h a t  a  h e a r t  o f  g o l d ! W h a t  

s in c e r ity , a n d  h o w  s h e  s p e a k s !  A  r e a l D e m o s th e n e s . O n e  n e v e r  

c a n  t ir e  o f  h e a r in g  h e r . . . . T h a t  is  p r e c is e ly  w h a t  w e  h a v e  

n e e d  o f, fo r  w e  h a v e  k n o w le d g e , b u t  n o n e  o f  u s — a b o v e  a l l  m y s e lf —  

k n o w  h o w  to  s p e a k ; w h e r e a s  A n n ie  B e sa n t is  a  fin is h e d  o ra to r . 

O h ! th is  w o m a n  w il l  n e v e r  b e tr a y , n o t o n ly  o u r  c a u se , b u t  e v e n  m y  

p o o r  p e r s o n ! ”

M y s is te r  h a d  g o o d  g ro u n d s  fo r  w h a t  s h e  sa id . W it h  th e  s u p ­

p o rt  o f  T h e o s o p h is ts  s u c h  a s  M rs. B e sa n t, C o u n te s s  W a c h tm e is te r , 

B e rtra m  K e ig h t le y ,  a n d  s u c h  l ik e ,  s h e  c o u ld  h a v e  re ste d  in  p e a c e  

a n d  d e v o te d  h e r s e lf  q u ie t ly  to  h e r  l ite r a r y  w o r k s , h a d  h e r  d a y s  n o t  

b e e n  a lr e a d y  n u m b e re d .

T h e  w in te r  o f  1890 w a s , a s  w e  a ll  k n o w , v e r y  s e v e r e  in  L o n d o n , 

a n d , fro m  th e  s p r in g  o f  18 91, th e  in flu e n z a , th is  n e w  s c o u r g e  o f  

h u m a n ity  w h ic h  h a s  th e  g e n t le s t  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  d o es  n o t  s h o w  its  

c la w s  u n t il  la te r  o n , jo in e d  is su e  w it h  th e  in c le m e n c ie s  o f  th e  se a so n  

a n d  c a rr ie d  o f f  a  la r g e r  p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  w o r ld  th a n  a ll  th e  o th e r  

d ise a se s— o u r  o ld  fr ie n d s — w h o  d o  n o t d e c e iv e  p e o p le  b y  t h e ir  a ir s  

o f  in n o c e n c e . T h e  w h o le  c o m m u n ity  a t  19, A v e n u e  R o a d , w a s  

ta k e n  i l l  w ith  i t  d u r in g  th e  m o n th s  o f  M a rc h  a n d  A p r i l .  T h e  

y o u n g e r  m e m b e rs  re c o v e r e d , H . P .  B la v a t s k y  s u c c u m b e d .

M rs. A n n ie  B e s a n t  w a s  a w a y ; sh e  h a d  g o n e  to  th e  C o n g r e s s  o f  

A m e r ic a n  T h e o s o p h is ts , to  re p re s e n t th e r e  th e  F o u n d r e s s  o f  th e  

S o c ie ty ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  e n tru s te d  b y  h e r  w it h  a n  a d d re ss  to  “  h e r  

fe llo w  c it iz e n s  a n d  b r o th e r s  a n d  s is te rs  in  T h e o s o p h y .”  T h e  firs t



su c c e sse s  o f  H e le n a  P e tr o v n a  h a d  th e ir  c ra d le  in  N e w  Y o r k ; th e  

c it y  o f  B o sto n  h a d  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f  g iv i n g  h e r  h e r  la s t  p le a s u r e  

w h ile  o n  e a rth . T h e  te le g r a m s  fu ll  o f  k in d  s e n tim e n ts , o f  th a n k s  a n d  

s in c e re  g o o d  w is h e s  fo r  her, w h ic h  re a c h e d  h e r  fro m  A m e r ic a , a fte r  

th e  r e a d in g  o f  h e r  le tte r , g a v e  h e r  re a l jo y ,  a t  th e  v e r y  tim e s h e  w a s  

c o n fin e d  to  h e r  b e d  a n d  c o n d e m n e d . . . . C o n d e m n e d  ? N o .

S h e  w h o  so  o fte n  h a d  b e e n  d e c e iv e d  h e r s e lf  a n d  h a d  so o ften  p r o v e d  

fa lse  th e  s e n te n c e  p ro n o u n c e d  o n  h e r  b y  th e  d o c to rs , o n c e  a g a in  

d e c e iv e d  th e m , b u t in  a n o th e r  w a y . A t  e le v e n  o ’c lo c k  in  th e  m o rn ­

in g  o f  M a y  8 th , th e  d o c to rs  p ro n o u n c e d  h e r  o u t  o f  d a n g e r , s h e  g o t  

u p  a n d  sa t a t  h e r  w r it in g - t a b le ,  w it h o u t  d o u b t w is h in g  to  d ie  a t  h e r  

p o st, a n d  a t tw o  o ’c lo c k  sh e  c lo s e d  h e r  e y e s  a n d — d e p a rte d .

“  S h e  d e p a rte d  s o  q u ie t ly  ”— so  w ro te  a  w itn e s s  o f  th is  u n lo o k e d -  

for d e a th — “  th a t  w e , w h o  w e re  n e a r  h er, d id  n o t k n o w  e v e n  w h e n  

sh e  cea se d  to  b re a th e . A  su p re m e  s e n s a tio n  o f  p e a c e  to o k  p o sse ss io n  

o f  u s, a s  w e  k n e lt  th e re , k n o w in g  a ll  w a s  o v e r .”  (“ H o w  s h e  le ft  

u s ,”  b y  M iss  L .  C o o p e r , L u c i f e r , J u n e , 18 9 1).

I  h a d  se e n  m y  s is te r  fo r  th e  la s t  t im e  in  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1890. 

S h e  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  s e t t l in g  in to  h e r  n e w  h o u se  a n d  w a s  v e r y  b u s y  

a n d  n e a r ly  a lw a y s  in  p a in . S h e  w a s  th e n  fo r m in g  a  H o m e  a t  th e  

E a s t  E n d  fo r  w o r k in g  w o m e n . “  T h e  W o r k in g  W o m e n ’s  C lu b ,”  

fo u n d e d  a t th e  c o s t  o f  a  w e a lt h y  T h e o s o p h is t  w h o  w is h e d  to  c o n c e a l 

h is  id e n tity , p ro sp e re d  a t  th is  t im e  u n d e r  th e  p ro te c t io n  o f  th e  la d y  

p a tro n e sse s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .  W e  p a sse d  th e  

e v e n in g s  t a lk in g  o f  o ld  d a y s , o f  h e r  b e lo v e d  c o u n t r y ; th e  in ju s t ic e  

o f  th e  E n g lis h  P re ss  and its  c a lu m n ie s  a g a in s t  R u s s ia  se e m e d  

a lw a y s  to  a m o u n t to  in ju r ie s  a g a in s t  h e r se lf. I t  is  a  g r e a t  p it y  th a t  

h e r  c o m p a tr io ts  d o  n o t k n o w  a ll  h e r  a r t ic le s  o n  t h is  s u b je c t . M a n y  

o f  th e m , th o se , a b o v e  a ll, w h o  form ed th e ir  id e a  o f  h e r  fro m  th e  

a lle g a tio n s  o f  c e r ta in  R u s s ia n  n e w sp a p e rs , w o u ld  h a v e  c h a n g e d  

th e ir  o p in io n s  a b o u t  h er a fte r  re a d in g , fo r  in s ta n c e , h e r  a r t ic le  in 

L u c i f e r , J u n e , 1890, e n tit le d , “ T h e  m o at a n d  th e  b e a m ,”  w ritte n  

in  r e p ly  to  th e  fa lse  a c c u s a tio n s  a g a in s t  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  R u s s ia ,  

c a rr ie d  a t  in d ig n a t io n  m e e tin g s  h e ld  w it h  r e g a r d  to  “  R u s s ia n  

A tr o c it ie s  in  S ib e r ia ,”  w h ic h  la tte r  w e re , fo r  th e  m o st p a rt, in v e n te d  

b y  th e  to o  v iv id  im a g in a t io n  o f  G e o r g e  K e n n a n . A n d , c u r io u s ly  

e n o u g h , th e  la s t  w o rd s  fro m  h e r  p en , w h ic h  a p p e a re d  on  th e  sa m e  

p a g e  o f  L u c i f e r  in  w h ic h  a  h u r r ie d  n o tic e  o f  h e r  d e a th  w a s  in se rte d ,



re la te d  to  th e  E m p e r o r  o f  R u s s ia .  T h e r e in  s h e  g a v e  th e  C o u r t  o f  

th e  Q u e e n  o f  E n g la n d  th e  g o o d  a d v ic e ,  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  e n d e a v o u r  

to  fo llo w  th e  e x a m p le  o ffered  b y  o u r  Im p e ria l fa m ily , in  th e  p r a c tic e  

o f  c e rta in  v ir tu e s , u n k n o w n  to  th o s e  d e v o id  o f  “ T r u e  N o b i l i t y ,”  

th a t  b e in g  th e  t it le  o f  th is  a rt ic le .

O n  a fin e  M a y  d a y , th e  r e m a in s  o f  th e  F o u n d r e s s  o f  th e  T h e o ­

s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty  w e r e  ta k e n  in  a  co ffin , c o m p le te ly  c o v e re d  w it h  

flo w e rs, to  th e  C re m a to r iu m  a t  W o k in g .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  e la b o ra te  

e e re m o n y , n e ith e r  w a s  m o u r n in g  w o rn , sh e  h e r s e lf  h a v in g  e x p r e s s ly  

fo r b id d e n  it .

I t  w a s  in  In d ia  a n d , a b o v e  a ll ,  a t  C e y lo n ,  th a t  h e r  d e a th  w a s  

c o m m e m o ra te d  w it h  m u c h  p o m p , b u t  in  E u r o p e  th e  c e re m o n y  w a s  

o f  th e  s im p le s t , o n ly  a  fe w  w o rd s  w e re  s p o k e n  o f  h e r  “  w h o  h a d  

c re a te d  th e  T h e o s o p h ic  m o v e m e n t, w h o  h a d  b e e n  th e  a p o stle  o f  

u n iv e r s a l c h a r ity ,  th e  a p o stle  o f  a  l i fe  o f  p u r ity  a n d  la b o u r  fo r  th e  

s a k e  o f  o th e rs  a n d  fo r  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th e  h u m a n  s p ir it  a n d , a b o v e  

a ll ,  o f  th e  e te rn a l a n d  d iv in e  s o u l.”  T h e n  th e  b o d y  w a s  c o m m itte d  

to  th e  fla m es a n d  “  th r e e  h o u rs  la te r , th e  a sh e s  o f  h e r  w h o  h ad  b e e n  

H e le n a  P e tr o v n a  B la v a ts k y ,  w e re  b r o u g h t  b a c k  to  h e r  la s t  h o m e /  

P o s s ib ly  so m e  a m o n g s t  h e r  d is c ip le s  w e r e  to o  fe rv e n t, b u t  th e r e  

w e re  o th e r s  w h o  s p o k e  n o th in g  b u t  th e  a b s o lu te  t r u th  c o n c e r n in g  

h e r. I  q u o te , as  a  sp e c im e n , th e s e  w o rd s , w h ic h  c a n n o t  fa il  to  b e  

a p p ro v e d  b y  a n y  im p a r tia l  p e rso n .

“ T h e  fr ie n d s  o f  M a d a m e  B la v a t s k y  m e r e ly  a s k  th a t  th e  r u le s  o f  

p a lp a b le  c o m m o n  sen se  s h a ll  b e  a d m itte d  in  a n y  ju d g m e n t  o f  h e r , 

th a t  te s tim o n y  fro m  th o s e  w h o  k n o w  m u c h  s h a ll  b e  t h o u g h t  

w e ig h t ie r  th a n  te s t im o n y  fro m  th o s e  w h o  k n o w  n o th in g , th a t  e v e r y  

w e ll-e s ta b lis h e d  p r in c ip le  in  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  h u m a n  c h a r a c te r  

s h a ll  n o t  b e  re v e rs e d  in  h e r  ca se , th a t  th e  u n s u p p o rte d  a sse rtio n  o f  a  

d a ily  n e w s p a p e r  s h a ll  n o t b e  c o n c e d e d  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  a  C o u r t  o r  

th e  in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f  a  S c r ip tu r e . T h e y  d o  n o t e v e n  a s k  th a t  th e  im ­

p a rtia l s h a ll read  h e r  b o o k s , b u t  t h e y  suggest, n o t fro m  h e a rs a y , b u t  

fro m  e x p e r ie n c e , th a t  i f  a n y  m a n  w is h e s  h is  a s p ir a t io n s  h e ig h te n e d , 

h is  m o tiv e  in v ig o r a te d ,  h is  e n d e a v o u r  sp u rre d , h e  s h o u ld  tu rn  to  

th e  w r it in g s  w h ic h  e x p re s s  th e  th o u g h t  a n d  re fle c t  th e  s o u l o f  

H e le n a  P . B la v a t s k y .” — (“  T e s t  o f  C h a r a c te r ,”  b y  A .  F u lle r to n , P a th , 

J u n e , 18 9 1).



“  A m e n ,”  s a y  w e , h e r  n e a re s t r e la t iv e s , to  th is  t r ib u te  o f  a  

d is c ip le .

A s  fo r  m y s e lf ,  a lth o u g h  I d o  n o t e x a c t ly  h o ld  w it h  th e m , y e t  I  

m a y  b e  a llo w e d  to  sa y  th a t  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  T h e o s o p h y  s h o u ld  n o t 

b e  ig n o r e d  b y  o u r  c o n te m p o ra rie s , e v e n  th o u g h  th e  S o c ie t y  b e  d is ­

p e rse d  a n d  n o  tr a c e  r e m a in  o f  i t  a s  a n  o r g a n is e d  b o d y . T h e s e  te a c h ­

in g s  w il l  h a v e  th e ir  p la c e  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  N in e te e n th  C e n t u r y  

a n d — e v e n  i f  th e y  d o  n o t  m a te r ia lly  in flu e n c e  th e  c o m in g  g e n e r a ­

tio n s , as is  th e  h o p e  o f  h e r  d e v o te d  fo llo w e r s — y e t  th e  n a m e  o f  a  

w o m a n  w h o  w a s  c a p a b le  o f  c a l l in g  fo rth  a  m o v e m e n t b a se d  o n  u n i­

v e r s a l id e a ls , c a n n o t b e  e n t ir e ly  lo s t  in  o b liv io n .

V e r a  P . J e l i h o v s k y .

[O u r best thanks are due to the E d ito r  o f  the N o u v e l le  R e v u e ,  fo r  

Perm ission to translate this biographical Essay— E d s .]



(iConcluded fro m  p . 16.)

M r .  C o l e n s o  g a th e r e d , h a l f  a  c e n tu r y  a g o , in fo rm a tio n  fro m  o ld  

c h ie fs , o n e  o f  w h o m  (fro m  th e  E a s t  C o a s t , N o r th  Is la n d ) s a id  

“  A n c ie n t ly  th e  la n d  w a s  b u r n t  u p  b y  th e  fire  o f  T a m a t e a ,”  w h e n  a ll  

th in g s  p e r ish e d . A n o th e r , a  c h ie f  o f  th e  N g a t ip o r o u  o f  th e  E a s t  

C a p e , s a id  th a t  “  a ll  th e  tn o as p e r is h e d  in  th e  fire  o f  T a m a t e a .”  ( S e e  

Trans. N . Z . In st.} v o l .  x i i . ,  p . 8 1 . T h e  T a m a te a  m e n tio n e d  is  

h o w e v e r  a lm o s t c e r ta in ly  n o t th e  T a m a te a  o f  th e  tr ib e  N g a t i-  

K a h u n g u n u , b u t  p r o b a b ly  th e  a n c ie n t  d e ity  m e n tio n  b y  W o h le r s  in  

Trans., v o l .  v i i . ,  p . 6.) N o w , a s  w e  k n o w  th a t  th e  m o a  ( i f  b y  moa is  

m e a n t th e  d in om is , w h ic h  I  d o u b t) d id  n o t p e r is h  b y  fire , th e  in fe r ­

e n ce  is  th a t  th is  “  fire  o f  T a m a t e a  ”  w a s  p r o b a b ly  a  le g e n d  b r o u g h t  

w i t h  th e m  fro m  a fa r , a n d  lo c a liz e d .

I  h a v e  ju s t  re co v e re d  a n  in te r e s t in g  le g e n d  n o t y e t  p u b lis h e d  ; 

i t  is  a s  f o l l o w s :—

“  T h e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  T a r a n g a t a  w e re  th e  p a re n ts  o f  F ir e .  H e  

c o n c e iv e d  th e  id e a  th a t  h e  w a s  d e stin e d  to  b e c o m e  th e  c o n q u e ro r  o f  

th e  w o rld . H e  p ro tru d e d  h is  to n g u e  to  l i c k  u p  W a te r , t h in k in g  h e  

c o u ld  c o n s u m e  i t  a l l .  T h e n  c a m e  fo rth  th e  g r e a t  W a v e  to  d o  b a tt le  

w it h  h im . T h e  o n e  s h o t  fo rth  h is  to n g u e , th e  o th e r  d id  th e  sa m e  

on  h is  p a rt . A h a !  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  b a tt le  w a s  K a u k a u - a - w a i.  

T h e n ,  th e n  in d eed  w a s  th e  p o w e r  o f  W a t e r  e x h ib ite d . A h a ! T h i s  

w a s  th e  d e fe a t  o f  F i r e ; i t  f l e w ; i t  r e t r e a t e d ; i t  w a s  c o n q u e re d  b y  

W a te r . B e fo re  a l l  w a s  o v e r, h o w e v e r , e v e r y t h in g  o n  e a rth  h a d  

m e lte d .”

T h e  s to r y  o f  M a u i h a v in g  p ro c u re d  fire  fro m  c e le s t ia l  s o u rc e s , 

an d  in  d o in g  so  s e t t in g  th e  w o rld  in  fla m e s, is  th e  m o st w id e ly  d is ­

tr ib u te d  o f  a ll  th e  P o ly n e s ia n  le g e n d s . T h e  M a n g a ia n  ( C o o k ’s  

Is la n d s)  v e rs io n  s a y s  th a t  M a u i r e s o lv e d  to  b e  r e v e n g e d  fo r  h is  

tr o u b le



“  b y  s e t t in g  fire  to  h is  fa lle n  a d v e r s a r y ’s  a b o d e . In  a  s h o rt  t im e  a ll  

th e  n e th e r -w o r ld  w a s  in Barnes, w h ic h  co n su m e d  th e  fire -g o d  a n d  

a ll  h e  p o ssessed . E v e n  th e  r o c k s  c ra c k e d  a n d  s p lit  w it h  th e  h e a t ; 

h e n c e  th e  a n c ie n t  s a y in g , ‘ th e  r o c k s  a t  O r o v a r u  a re  b u r n i n g ’,”  

e q u iv a le n t  to  s a y in g , “ th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  e a rth  a re  o n  fire .”  

(M yths and Songs o f  the South P acific , b y  th e  R e v .  W . W y a t t  G i l l ,  

L L . D . ,  p . 56.)

In H a w a ii  ( S a n d w ic h  Is la n d s) w a s  p re se rv e d  a  d is t in c t  tr a d itio n  

th a t, o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  w ic k e d n e s s  o f  th e  p e o p le  th e n  l iv in g ,  th e  

g o d  T a n e  d e stro y e d  th e  w o r ld  b y  fire  a n d  a fte rw a rd s  o r g a n is e d  it  a s  

i t  is  n o w ; th e  first m a n  o f  th e  n e w  r a c e  b e in g  c a lle d  W e la -a h i- la n i 

( B u m in g -f ir e - o f- h e a v e n ) . ( F o r n a n d e r ’s The Polynesian R ace, v o l.  i M 

63.) T h e y  h a v e  a lso  a  d is t in c t  tr a d it io n  o f  th e  w a te r y  d e lu g e .

B e fo re  le a v in g  P o ly n e s ia  w e  m a y  a ls o  n o tic e  th a t  th e  M a o r is  

s p e a k  o f  th e  d e lu g e  a s  “  th e  o v e r t u r n in g  o f  th e  w o r ld .”  S o  th e  

N g a ita h u  r e la te  th a t  “ P u t a  w a s  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e  la n d  b e in g  tu rn e d  

u p s id e  d o w n  ”  ( W h ite ’s  A n cien t H istory o f the M aori, i .,  18 1), a n d  th e  

flood  sp o k e n  o f  in  th e  le g e n d  o f  T a w h a k i ,  w h e n  th e  e a rth  w a s  o v e r ­

w h e lm e d  w ith  th e  w a te rs , is  c a lle d  “  th e  o v e r tu r n in g  b y  M a ta a h o .”

N o w  th e  G re e n la n d e rs  h a v e  th e  sa m e  e x p re ss io n  a s  th is . T h e y  

a re  v e r y  m u c h  a fra id  o f  c e rta in  s p ir its  c a lle d  I n g u e rs o it ,  w h o  a re  

s u p p o se d  to  b e  th e  so u ls  o f  th o s e  p e o p le  th a t  d ie d  w h e n  “  th e  w o rld  

w a s  tu rn e d  u p s id e  d o w n ” in  th e  d a y s  o f  th e  d e lu g e . T h e y  a re  

t h o u g h t  to  h a v e  b e c o m e  fla m e s  o f  fire, a n d  to  h a v e  fo u n d  s h e lte r  in  

th e  c le fts  o f  th e  ro c k s . (Crantz, v o l.  i., p . 208.)

l i a v i n g  th u s  c o lle c te d  a  c e rta in  n u m b e r  o f  fa c ts  a s  m a te r ia l fo r  

r e a s o n in g  u p o n , le t  u s  c o n s id e r  i f  th e y  c o n ta in  a n y  m a te r ia l w o r t h y  

o f  s tu d y . O f  co u rse , w h e n  I  s p e a k  o f  fa c ts , I  d o  n o t a llu d e  t o  th e  

s u b sta n c e  o f  th e  s to r ie s  as b e in g  facts , b u t to  th e  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  

c e rta in  lin e s  o f  tra d it io n . T h e  first p o in t to  c o n s id e r  is  th e  t r u t h f u l­

n ess  o f  th e  id e a  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  o ld  le g e n d s . A r e  th e y  sh e e r  p ro fit­

le ss  lie s , o r  a re  th e y  m e re ly  v e ils  fo r  th e  tru th  ? T h a t  th e y  a re  lie s , 

in  th e  sen se  o f  b e in g  m ad e w it h  th e  in te n tio n  to  d e c e iv e , I  d o  n o t 

th in k  p o ssib le . T h e  fie ld  fo r  ly i n g  is  so  v a s t, and o r ig in a lity  so  rare , 

th a t I d o  n ot th in k  it  re a so n a b le  to su p p o se  th a t  p u re  fa lse h o o d s  w it h  

id e n tic a l in c id e n ts  w o u ld  h a v e  s p r u n g  u p  in a h u n d re d  d iffe re n t 

p la ce s , a n d  c o n tin u e  to  a g r e e  w it h  e a ch  o th e r  in  th e ir  re p e tit io n s  

o v e r  v a s t  sp aces  o f  t im e .



T h e  n e x t  h y p o th e s is  is  t h a t  th e y  a re  r e lig io u s  p a ra b le s . I t  w i l l  

b e  fo u n d  th a t  in  a lm o s t  a ll  ta le s  o f  th e  g r e a t  a n c ie n t  c a ta s tr o p h e , 

w h e th e r  o f  fire  o r  w a te r , th e  n o tio n  o f  its  h a v in g  b e e n  a  p u n is h m e n t 

fo r  h u m a n  s in  is  v e r y  p ro m in e n t. N o t  o n ly  in  th e  B ib lic a l  a c c o u n t, 

b u t  in  h e a th e n  tr a d it io n s  i t  is  sa id  th a t  m e n  g r e w  e v i l .  T h u s  in  th e  

T e u t o n ic  le g e n d , th a t  o f  th e  S c a n d in a v ia n  V o lu s p a , w h ic h  I  b e fo re  

q u o te d , w e  fin d  th a t  b e fo re  th e  e a rth  w a s  b u r n e d , a n d  b e fo re  its  re* 

e m e rg e n c e  fro m  th e  w a te rs , th e  t im e  w a s  o n e  o f  b ro th e rs  f ig h t in g  

a g a in s t  e a ch  o th e r , c r u e lty  an d  lu x u r y  r e ig n in g .

“  T h e  a g e  o f  a x e s , th e  a g e  o f  la n c e s , in  w h ic h  b u c k le r s  a re  

c le ft .  T h e  a g e  o f  N o r th  w in d s, th e  a g e  o f  f ie rc e  b e a sts  s u c c e e d s , 

b e fo re  th e  w o r ld  fa lls  to  p ie ce s . N o t  o n e  d re a m s  o f  s p a r in g  h is  

n e ig h b o u r .”  ( Id a  P fe iffe r ’s  V isit to Iceland , p. 333.)

T h e  D r u id  te l ls  u s  th a t  i t  w a s  “  th e  p r o fl ig a c y  o f  m a n ”  th a t  p r o ­

v o k e d  th e  d e lu g e  a n d  th e  c o n fla g ra tio n . T h e  M a o ri s a y s  th a t  b e fo r e  

th e  d e lu g e  “  M a n  h a d  b e c o m e  v e r y  n u m e ro u s  o n  th e  e a rth . E v i l  

p re v a ile d  e v e r y w h e r e .”  T h e  H a w a iia n  re la te s  th a t  th e  e a rth  w a s  

d e stro y e d  b y  fire  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  e v i l  c o n d u c t  o f  its  in h a b ita n ts . 

T h e  B r a z ilia n  d e s c r ib e s  “  th e  in g r a t itu d e  o f  m e n  a n d  t h e ir  c o n te m p t 

fo r  h im  w h o  h ad  m a d e  th e m .”  T h e  ta le  is  e v e r y w h e r e  th e  s a m e ; a  

fe w  a re  h id d e n  fro m  th e  fire  in  a  g r e a t  c a v e , o r  e sc a p e  in  a  c a n o e  

fro m  th e  o v e r w h e lm in g  flood , to  b e c o m e  th e  p a re n ts  o f  a  n e w  ra c e . 

I f  w e  g r a n t  th a t  th e  s to r ie s  h ad  a r e lig io u s  o r ig in , th a t  th e  flood a n d  

fire  w e re  b e lie v e d  to  b e  se n t a s  p u n is h m e n ts  fo r  s in , w e  m a y  th e n  a s k : 

“  In  w h a t  w a y  w a s  th e  tra d it io n  tr a n s m itte d  ? W a s  i t  o r ig in a lly  a  

le g e n d  h a n d e d  d o w n  th r o u g h  m a n y  c e n tu r ie s  to  th e  d e sc e n d a n ts  o f  

th o se  w h o  r e a lly  e x p e rie n c e d  th e  c a la m ity  in  a  c e r ta in  lo c a lity  ? ”  I f  

so, i t  m u s t b e  o f  s tu p e n d o u s  a n t iq u ity ,  s in c e  th e  s to r y  is  th e  p r o p e r ty  

o f  A n c ie n t  B r ito n , S c a n d in a v ia n , G r e e k , H in d u s ta n i, C h in e s e , 

N o r th  a n d  S o u th  A m e r ic a n , In d ia n  a n d  P o ly n e s ia n . T h e  c h ild r e n  o f  

th a t  o n e  p r im it iv e  p e o p le  w h ic h  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  flo o d  m u s t  h a v e  

d iffe re n tia te d  in to  a l l  th e s e  e x tr e m e ly  fo r e ig n  tr ib e s . A  fa r  m o re  

p ro b a b le  th e o r y  is  th a t  th e  s to ry , th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  o n e  p e o p le , h a s  

b een  d iffu sed  to  th e  o th e rs  b y  c o m m u n ic a tio n . T h i s  to o  w o u ld  

n e c e ss ita te  a  g r e a t  a n t iq u ity ,  b u t  fo r s u c h  a n t iq u ity  th e re  is  g o o d  

e v id e n c e . T h e  m o re  s tu d y  o n e  g iv e s  to  th e  ra c e s  o f  m e n  th e  m o re  

im p re sse d  th e  m in d  b e c o m e s  w it h  th e  n e c e s s ity  fo r  g re a t  s p a c e s  o f  

t im e  in  w h ic h  th e  d ra m a  e v e n  o f  man's l i f e  o n  e a rth  c a n  b e  p la y e d .



L o n g  p e r io d s  a re  n e c e s s a ry  fo r  e v e n  th e  m o st s im p le  p h a se s  o f  h u m a n  

e x is te n c e  to  d e v e lo p  a n d  p la y  th e ir  p a rt. I  d o  n o t fear a t  th e  p r e s e n t 

d a y  to  s h o c k  th e  s e n s ib ilit ie s  o f  o th e rs  b y  s u c h  a  c la im , fo r  a  c h a m ­

p io n  o f  th e  o r th o d o x , P ro fe sso r  S a y c e , h a s  s ta ted  th a t  h e  c o n s id e r s  

th a t  h u m a n  b e in g s  h a v e  c o m m u n ic a te d  w it h  e a c h  o th e r  b y  m e a n s  o f  

a r t ic u la te  sp e e ch  fo r  a t  le a s t  40,000 y e a rs . A n d  th is  is  a  v e r y  m ild  

e s tim a te  c o m p a re d  w ith  w h a ts o m e a n th r o p o lo g is ts d e m a n d . I f  th e n  w e  

a l lo w  6,000 y e a rs  fo r  a l l  re co rd e d  h is to r y  (m u c h  e v e n  o f  th a t  b e in g  

m y th ic a l) ,  w e  h a v e  b e h in d  in  th e  d a r k n e s s  o f  u n re c o rd e d  a g e s , 34,000 

y e a r s  o f  w h ic h  w e  k n o w  a b s o lu te ly  n o th in g , e x c e p t  g e o lo g ic a l ly .  

T im e  is  h ere fo r  th e  g r o w th  a n d  d e c a d e n c e  o f  g r e a t  p e o p le s , fo r  e n d ­

le s s  w a n d e r in g s , tr a d in g s , w a rs , c a p t iv it ie s ,  a n d , in  fact, a n  in f in ite  

v a r ie t y  o f  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  b e fo re  w h ic h  th e  m in d  fa lte rs . I t  is q u ite  

p o s s ib le , n a y , e v e n  p ro b a b le , th a t  in  th a t  fa r -o f f  u n k n o w n  t im e  th e r e  

w e re  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  a s  to  la n g u a g e  a n d  tra d itio n  o f  w h ic h  

w e  n o w  h a v e  n o  c o n c e p tio n , a n d  th a t  le g e n d  a n d  s to r y  m a y  h a v e  p a ss e d  

fro m  ra c e  to  ra c e  d u r in g  e p o c h s  s in c e  w h ic h  th e  v e r y  c o n fig u r a tio n  

o f  th e  e a rth ’s  s u r fa c e  h a s  h a d  t im e  to  c h a n g e .

T h u s ,  th e n , w e  h a v e  c o n s id e re d  th r e e  th e o r ie s  fo r  th e  o r ig in  o f  

th e  “  d e s tru c tio n  ”  l e g e n d ; th a t  it  w a s  p u re  ly in g ,  e v o lv e d  s im i­

la r ly  in  m a n y  p la c e s  a t  o n c e ; th a t  it  w a s  a  r e lig io u s  s to ry  (re co rd  o r 

p a ra b le ) , h a n d e d  d o w n  from  a p e o p le  w h ic h  d iffe re n tia te d  in to  m a n y  

a lie n  r a c e s ; o r  th a t  i t  w a s  a  ta le , w h ic h ,  is s u in g  fro m  o n e  s o u r c e , 

flo w e d  b y  in te r -c o m m u n ic a tio n  a m o n g  p e o p le  w id e ly  s e p a ra te d  in  

r e g a r d  to  lo c a lity  a n d  e th n ic  c h a r a c te r . T h e r e  y e t  r e m a in s  a n o th e r  

e x p la n a tio n , w h ic h  se e m s to  m e to  b e  th e  m o st p ro b a b le  o f  a ll ,  v iz., 

th a t  it  b e lo n g s  to  th e  c la s s  o f  le g e n d s  n a m e d  b y  T y lo r  “  M y t h s  o f  

o b s e rv a t io n .” T h e s e  a re  m a in ly  s c ie n tif ic  d isc e rn m e n ts , d is to r te d  b y  

im p e r fe c t  o b s e rv a tio n , a n d  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  p r im it iv e  s u p e r s t it io n s  

a n d  d im  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  c a u se  a n d  e ffe c t w h ic h  m a r k  th e  s im p le  m in d  

o f  th e  b a rb a ria n . H e  sees, a s  th e  tra in e d  s c ie n tis t  sees, th e  fa c ts  o f  

n a tu re , an d  u n a b le  to  reaso n  in d u c t iv e ly ,  h e  d e d u c e s  so m e fa ls e  c o n ­

c lu s io n . H e  n o tic e s  h u g e  b o n e s  le f t  u n c o v e r e d  b y  a  la n d s lip  o r  

l y i n g  in  a  c a v e . T h e n c e  a rise s  th e  id e a  th a t  th e se  a re  th e  b o n e s  o f  

g ia n ts , a n d  i t  is  n o t  lo n g  b e fo re  a ll  th e  a c c o m p a n im e n ts  o f  m y t h  

a re  g ro u p e d  a ro u n d  th e  in c id e n t, th e  w a r  b e tw e e n  th e  g o d s  a n d  

g ia n t s ,  e tc . T h e  S ib e r ia n s  h a v e  o ften  fo u n d  b o n e s , te e th , a n d  o th e r  

re m a in s  o f  m a m m o th s  p a r t ly  e x p o s e d  in  r iv e r -b a n k s  o r  c lif fs . T h e y



su p p o se d , fro m  s e e in g  th e  re m a in s  th u s  h a lf-b u r ie d  in  th e  g ro u n d , 

th a t  th e se  w e re  th e  disjecta membra o f  so m e  b u r r o w in g  a n im a l. T h e  

C h in e s e  o f  th e  N o r th  c a ll  i t  fen -sh u , th e  “  d ig g in g - r a t .”  S o o n  a ro se  

le g e n d s  o f  th e  c re a tu r e ’s  h a b i t s ; th e  Y a k u t s  a n d  T u n g u z  h a v e  se e n  

th e  e a rth  h e a v e  a n d  s in k  a s  a m a m m o th  b o red  u n d e rn e a th . I n  a  

C h in e s e  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  o f  K a n g - h i  i t  is  d e s c r ib e d  a s  l ik e  “  a  r a t  in  

s h a p e , b u t  a s  b i g  a s  a n  e le p h a n t ; it  d w e lls  in  d a r k  c a v e rn s , a n d  

s h u n s  th e  l ig h t .”  R h in o c e r o s  h o rn s , b r o u g h t  to  E u r o p e  b y  a n c ie n t  

tr a v e lle r s , w e re  su p p o se d  to  b e  c la w s  o f  g r iffin s , th o s e  g r e a t  fo u r- 

fo o ted  b ird s  w it h  c la w s  l ik e  lio n s , s p o k e n  o f  b y  H e ro d o tu s  a n d  

C te s ia s . T h e  S ib e r ia n s  a ls o  th in k  th a t  th e  fo s s il  h o rn s  o f  th e  

rh in o ce ro s  a re  th e  c la w s  o f  a n  e n o rm o u s  b ird , a n d  th e n c e  h a s  g r o w n  

a  m y th  th a t  m o n stro u s  b ird s  in  o ld e n  t im e s  fo u g h t  w it h  th e  a n c e s to rs  

o f  m e n .

“ O n e  s to ry  te l ls  h o w  th e  c o u n tr y  w a s  w a s te d  b y  o n e  o f  th e m , 

t i l l  a  w is e  m a n  fix e d  a  p o in te d  iro n  sp e a r  o n  th e  to p  o f  a  p in e  tre e , 

a n d  th e  b ird  a lig h t e d  th e re , a n d  s k e w e re d  i t s e l f  u p o n  th e  la n c e .”  

(T ylo i^ s E a rly  H istory o f  M an kin d, p . 310 .)

T h i s  le g e n d  is  e s p e c ia lly  in te r e s t in g  b e c a u s e  i t  s u g g e s t s  th e  

o r ig in  o f  so m e  o f  o u r  N e w  Z e a la n d  sto r ie s  c o n c e r n in g  a  g r e a t  m a n -  

e a t in g  b ird . T h e  R e v .  M r. S t a c k  re la te s  a  le g e n d  fro m  th e  S o u th  

I s la n d , s t a t in g  th a t  a  g ig a n t ic  b ir d  o f  p r e y  h a d  “  b u i l t  its  n e st o n  a  

s p u r  o f  M o u n t T a r a w e r a ,  a n d  d a r t in g  d o w n  fro m  th e n c e  i t  se ize d  

a n d  c a rr ie d  o f f  m e n , w o m e n , a n d  c h ild r e n , a s  fo o d  fo r  i t s e l f  a n d  its  

y o u n g . F o r ,  th o u g h  its  w in g s  m a d e  a  lo u d  n o is e  a s  i t  f le w  th r o u g h  

th e  a ir, i t  ru s h e d  w it h  s u c h  r a p id ity  u p o n  its  p re y  th a t  n o n e  c o u ld  

e sca p e  fro m  its  ta lo n s . A t  le n g th  a  b r a v e  m a n , c a lle d  T e - H a u - o -  

T a w e r a ,  c a in e  on  a  v is it  to  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d , a n d  f in d in g  th a t  th e  

p e o p le  w e re  b e in g  d e s tro y e d , a n d  t h a t  th e y  w e re  s o  p a ra ly z e d  w it h  

fe a r  a s  to  b e  in c a p a b le  o f  a d o p t in g  a n y  m e a n s  fo r  t h e ir  o w n  p r o ­

te c tio n , h e  v o lu n te e re d  to  c a p tu r e  a n d  k i l l  th is  r a p a c io u s  b ird , p ro ­

v id e d  th e y  w o u ld  d o  w h a t  h e  to ld  th e m . T h i s  th e y  w i l l in g ly  

p ro m ise d , a n d  h a v in g  p ro cu re d  a  q u a n tity  o f  m anuka s a p lin g s , h e  

w e n t o n e  n ig h t  w it h  f ifty  m en  to  th e  fo o t o f  th e  h i l l ,  w h e r e  th e r e  

w a s  a  p o o l, s ix t y  fe e t in  d ia m e te r . T h i s  h e  c o m p le te ly  c o v e re d  o v e r  

w it h  a  n e tw o r k  o f  s a p lin g s , a n d  u n d e r  th is  h e  p la c e d  f if ty  m e n  a rm e d  

w ith  sp e a rs  a n d  th r u s t in g  w e a p o n s, w h i le  h e  h im s e lf ,  a s  so o n  a s  i t  

w a s  l ig h t ,  w e n t  o u t to  lu r e  th e  P o u a k a i fro m  its  n est. H e  d id  n o t



g o  fa r  b e fo re  th a t  d e stro y e r  e sp ie d  h im , an d  sw o o p e d  d o w n  u p o n  h im . 

H a u te re  h a d  n o w  to  ru n  for h is  l ife , an d  ju s t  su c c e e d e d  in  r e a c h in g  

th e  s h e lte r  o f  th e  n e tw o r k  w h e n  th e  b ird  p o u n ce d  u p o n  h im , a n d  fn 

its  v io le n t  e ffo rts  to  reach  its  p re y , fo rced  its  le g s  th r o u g h  th e  m e sh e s , 

an d  b e c o m in g  e n ta n g le d , th e  fifty  m e n  p lu n g e d  t h e ir  sp e ars  in to  its  

b o d y , a n d  a fte r  a  d esp e ra te  e n c o u n te r  s u c c e e d e d  in  k i l l i n g  i t .”  

{Trans. N . Z . In st., v o l. x . ,  64.)

W h it e  a lso  re la te s  th a t  th e  fa ir y  p e o p le , th e  N u k u -m a i- to r e , 

w e r e  g r e a t ly  tro u b le d  b y  th e  v is its  o f  a  h u g e  f le s h -e a tin g  b ird . I t  

w a s  k i l le d  b y  th e  h e ro  P u n g a r e h u , a n d  th e y  fo u n d , ro u n d  th e  c a v e  

in  w h ic h  th e  c re a tu re  h a d  liv e d , b o n e s  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s  s tre w n  a b o u t. 

( W h it e ’s  A n cie n t H istory o f  the M a o ri, v o l .  i i . ,  p . 33.)

N o w  it  is  e x c e e d in g ly  p ro b a b le  th a t  th e  M a o ris , s e e in g  th e  h u g e  

b o n e s  o f  th e  dinornis l y in g  o n  th e  su rfa ce , as w e  e v e n  n o w  fin d  th e m , 

c o n s tru c te d  on  th e  im m e n s ity  o f  th e  re m a in s  a  m y th  a b o u t a  m o n ­

stro u s  m a n -e a tin g  b ird , u n a w a re  th a t  th e  dinornis w a s  w in g le s s .  I t  

is  im p ro b a b le  th a t  th e  re m a in s  o f  H arpagornis, c o m p a r a tiv e ly  s c a rc e  

an d  n o t re m a rk a b le , s h o u ld  h a v e  s u g g e s te d  th e  m y th . In  th e  

a n c ie n t w o r ld  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  fo ss il b o n e s  o fte n  e ith e r  o r ig in a te d  

o r  b e c a m e  th e  i llu s tr a t io n s  o f  m y th , ju s t  a s  M a rc u s  S c a u r u s  b r o u g h t  

to  R o m e  fro m  J o p p a  th e  b o n e s  o f  th e  m o n ste r  p re v e n te d  b y  P e r s e u s  

fro m  d e v o u r in g  A n d ro m e d a , a n d  a s  th e  r ib  b o n e  o f  th e  w h a le  s t i l l  

p re se rv e d  in  S t .  M a ry  R e d c liffe  C h u r c h  is su p p o se d  to  h a v e  b e lo n g e d  

to  th e  D u n  C o w  s la in  b y  G u y ,  E a r l  ot W a r w ic k .  N u m b e r le s s  su c h  

in s ta n c e s  c o u ld  b e  c ite d  i f  n e c e ssa ry .

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  th e re  a re  m y th s  o f  o b s e rv a tio n  in  w h ic h  

p r o b a b ly  th e  le g e n d  is  n o t so  m u c h  a n  a c c r e tio n  to  th e  n a tu ra l fa c t, 

as a  s l ig h t ly  a lte re d  tra n sm iss io n  o f  a c tu a l re co rd . T h e  s a v a g e  

tr ib e s  o f  B r a z il  te ll  o f  th e  curupira , an  e n o rm o u s  m o n k e y , c o v e r e d  

w it h  lo n g , s h a g g y  h a ir , a n d  w it h  a  b r ig h t  re d  fa ce . N o  s u c h  

a n im a l n o w  in h a b its  B ra z il, b u t  g e o lo g is ts  s a y  th a t in  th e  p o s t­

p lio c e n e  p e rio d  su c h  a  c re a tu re  e x is te d  in  th a t  c o u n try , a n d  m a y  

p o s s ib ly  h a v e  l iv e d  d o w n  to  th e  t im e  w h e n  m e n  c a m e  in to  b e in g . A  

tr a d itio n  h as  b een  p re se rv e d  b y  F a th e r  C h a r le v o ix  {History o f  New  

France, v o l. v . ,  p . 187) from  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  so u rces, c o n c e r n in g  a  

g re a t  e lk .  H e  sa y s ,

“  T h e r e  is  c u rre n t a ls o  a m o n g  th e  b a rb a r ia n s  a  p le a s a n t e n o u g h  

tra d itio n  o f  a  g re a t e lk ,  b e s id e  w h o m  o th e rs  seem  b u t a n ts . H e



h as, th e y  sa y , le g s  so  h ig h  th a t  e ig h t  fe e t  o f  s n o w  d id  n o t e m b a rra ss  

h i m ; h is  s k in  is  p r o o f a g a in s t  a ll  so rts  o f  w e a p o n s, a n d  h e  h a s  a  

so rt o f  a rm  w h ic h  c o m e s  ou t o f  h is  sh o u ld e r , a n d  w h ic h  h e  u se s  a s  

w e  d o  o u rs .”

M r. T y lo r ,  s p e a k in g  o f  th is  le g e n d , sa y s ,

“  I t  is  h a rd  to  im a g in e  th a t  a n y t h in g  b u t th e  a c tu a l s ig h t  o f  a  

l iv e  e le p h a n t  c a n  h a v e  g iv e n  r is e  to  th is  tra d itio n . T h e  s u g g e s t io n  

th a t i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  fo u n d e d  o n  th e  s ig h t  o f  a  m a m m o th  fro z e n  

w it h  h is  flesh  a n d  s k in , a s  t h e y  a re  fo u n d  in  S ib e r ia ,  is n o t te n a b le , 

fo r  th e  tr u n k s  a n d  ta i ls  o f  th e se  a n im a ls  p e r is h  first an d  a re  n o t  

p re se rv e d  l ik e  th e  m o re  s o lid  p a rts , so  th a t  th e  A s ia t ic  m y th s  w h ic h  

h a v e  g r o w n  o u t o f  th e  f in d in g  o f  th e s e  fro z e n  b e a sts  te l l  n o t h in g  o f  

s u c h  a p p e n d a g e s . M o re o v e r , n o  s a v a g e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  th e  

u se  o f  a n  e le p h a n t’s  t r u n k  w o u ld  im a g in e  fro m  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  d e a d  

a n im a l, e v e n  i f  its  t r u n k  w e r e  p e rfe c t, th a t  its  u se  w a s  to  b e  

co m p a re d  w it h  th a t  o f  a  m a n ’s  a rm .”

I m a y  ad d  to  M r. T y lo r ’s  r e m a r k  th a t  “  th e  b e a st w it h .a  h a n d  ”  

is  a  w e ll  k n o w n  a n c ie n t n a m e  fo r  th e  e le p h a n t, a n d  th a t  in  th e  Is la n d  

o f  J a v a  (W e s t  p o rtio n , S u n d a )  th e  e le p h a n t  is  c a lle d  “  lim a n ?  a  

w o rd  d e r iv e d  fro m  lim a, th e  c o m m o n  w o rd  fo r  “  h a n d ” a n d  “  f iv e  ”  in  

P o ly n e s ia .

T h u s  w e  h a v e  th e  m y th s  o f  o b s e rv a tio n  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  c la s s e s ; 

o n e , in  w h ic h  th e  n a tu ra l o b je c t  b e c o m e s  s u g g e s t iv e  a n d  g a th e r s  

m y th  ; fo r  in sta n ce , th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  la r g e  b o n e s  g iv i n g  rise  to  th e  

s to ry  th a t  “  th e re  w e re  g ia n ts  in  th o s e  d a y s ,”  th e  w a r  o f  th e  T it a n s ,  

e tc . T h e  o th e r  c la s s  is  th a t  w h e r e in  h a s  p e rh a p s  b een  k e p t  a  d im  

re co rd  o f  e v e n ts  o n c e  o b s e rv e d , b u t w h ic h  w ith o u t  th e  tr a d it io n  

w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  fo rg o tte n . I f  th e  s to r ie s  b o th  o f  th e  w a te r y  d e lu g e  

a n d  th e  d e s tr u c tiv e  fire  a re  n o t r e lig io u s  d ra m a s  p o r tr a y in g  th e  

e a r th ly  p u n is h m e n t o f  th e  w ic k e d , to  w h ic h  c la s s  o f  th e  m y th s  o f  

o b s e rv a tio n  d o  th e y  b e lo n g  ? I  a m  s tr o n g ly  in c lin e d  to  t h in k  t h a t  

th e y  d o  n o t b e lo n g  to  th e  s e r ie s  o f  ta le s  w h ic h  h a v e  p re se rv e d  th e  

m e m o rie s  o f  th in g s  w h ic h  o n c e  e x is te d  o r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  th a t  r e a lly  

h a p p e n e d . T h e y  a re  n o t  l ik e  th o se  le g e n d s  in  w h ic h  a re  p r o b a b ly  

k e p t a l iv e  th e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  e le p h a n t  a m o n g  A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s, o r  

o f  th e  g r e a t  a n th r o p o id  a p e  in  B r a z il .  T h e y  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  b e  

p a r t ia lly  im p e rfe c t  s c ie n tif ic  o b s e rv a tio n s . T h u s  th e  s a v a g e  sees, a s  

w e see, se a -s h e lls  o n  th e  to p  o f  a  m o u n ta in , a n d  h e  a rg u e s  a s  w e  d o ,



“  T h i s  p la c e  w a s  o n c e  c o v e r e d  w it h  w a te r .”  B u t h e  d o e s  n o t g o  o n  

a s  th e  g e o lo g is t  d o es, g a t h e r in g  fa c t  a fte r  fa c t, a n d  d e d u c in g  th e r e ­

fro m  th e  k n o w le d g e  th a t  d iffe re n t p o rtio n s  o f  th e  e a r th ’s  s u r fa c e , 

n o w  s o lid  la n d , w e re  o n c e  s u b m e rg e d  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  u p h e a v e d . 

T h e  u n tra in e d  o b s e rv e r ’s  im a g in a t io n  g o e s  to  w o r k  a n d  p ic tu r e s  a  

su d d e n  a n d  d r e a d fu l c a ta s tro p h e , in  fa c t, a  d e lu g e . B u t  w h a t  s h o u ld  

s u c h  a  d e lu g e  b e  fo r  ? W h a t  c o u ld  s u c h  a  d r o w n in g  q u a n tity  o f  w a te r  

h a v e  b e e n  n eed ed  fo r  b u t  to  e x t in g u is h  a  w o r ld - d e s tr o y in g  f la m e  ? 

A r o u n d  h im  h is  w a tc h fu l e y e  n o tic e s  o th e r  r o c k s  w h ic h  h a v e  b een  

s u b je c te d  to  th e  a c t io n  o f  fire., T h i s  is  n o t to  b e  d e n ie d , fo r  h e  c a n  

p ro b a b ly  see  in  m a n y  p la c e s  la v a - flo w s  a c t u a lly  in  p ro c e s s  o f  b e in g  

c o n v e rte d  in to  s t o n e ; a n d  th o s e  w h o  t h in k  t h a t  th e  u n e d u c a te d  m in d  

is  in c a p a b le  o f  r e c o g n is in g  s im ila r  a c t io n  in  th e  p lu to n ic  r o c k s  k n o w  

l it t le  o f  th e  a c u te  p o w e rs  o f  r e a s o n in g  ( in  so m e  d ire c tio n s )  p o sse sse d  

b y  p r im it iv e  m e n . H e r e  is  th e  w a te r -w o r n  r o c k , so  o n c e  th e r e  w a s  a  

d e l u g e ; h e re  is  th e  fire -fu se d  r o c k , so  o n c e  th e re  w a s  a  c o n f la g r a tio n  

in  w h ic h  th e  w h o le  e a rth  w a s  o n  fire . G iv e n  th is  id ea , s ta rte d  in  

tw o  o r  th re e  p la c e s , h o w e v e r  w id e ly  se p a ra te d , an d  in te r c h a n g e  o f  

t h o u g h t  d u r in g  th e  im m e n s e  sp a ce s  o f  p r e h is to r ic  t im e  w o u ld  w e ll  

a c c o u n t  fo r  th e  d is s e m in a tio n  o f  th e  m y th s .

I b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  M a o r is  h a v e  m a n y  m y th s  o f  o b s e rv a t io n  n o t 

o f  th is  k in d , a n d  to  th e s e  I  h o p e  a t  so m e  fu tu r e  t im e  to  c a l l  y o u r  

a t t e n t io n ; b u t  th e  p a r t ic u la r  c la s s  o f  le g e n d s  r e la t in g  to  th e  d e lu g e  

h a s  p r o b a b ly  s p r u n g  fro m  s u g g e s t io n s  in s p ir e d  b y  k e e n  e y e s  a n d  

e n q u ir in g  b r a in s  s e e k in g  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  g e o lo g ic a l  p u z z le s .

T h e r e  is  o n e  t h in g  w h ic h , i t  is  o n ly  h o n e s t  to  sa y , tr o u b le s  m e  

a n d  p re v e n ts  m y  w h o lly  a c c e p t in g  th e  “ o b s e r v a t io n - m y th ”  e x p la n a ­

tio n . I  c a n n o t h e lp  t h in k in g  th a t  a t  so m e  e x c e e d in g ly  a n c ie n t  d a te , 

th e  w o rld , o r  a  la r g e  p a rt  o f  th e  th e n  k n o w n  w o rld , w a s  r e a l ly  v is i t e d  b y  

so m e  g r e a t  c a ta s tro p h e . M a jo r -G e n e r a l S h a w  la t e ly  g a v e  a n  in ­

te r e s t in g  p a p e r  o n  th e  G r e a t  Ic e  A g e ,  b u t  n e ith e r  in  h is  p a p e r , n o r, 

c u r io u s ly  e n o u g h , in  th e  d isc u ss io n  th a t  fo llo w e d , w a s  m e n tio n  m a d e  

o f  th e  suddenness w ith  w h ic h  th e  c lim a tic  a lte r a tio n  w a s  e ffe c te d . 

T h e  m a m m o th s, w h o s e  re m a in s  h a v e  b e e n  e x h u m e d  in  th o u s a n d s  in  

S ib e r ia  w e re  v ic t im s  o f  so m e  su d d e n  c a la m ity .  I n  fu l l  v ig o u r  o f  l i fe  

th e y  w e re  fro ze n  u p  a n d  p re se rv e d . S o  a ls o  w it h  th e  v e g e t a b le  

re m a in s  n o w  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  P o la r  r e g io n s . T h e  s tu m p s  o f



m a g n o lia s , w a ln u ts , lim e s , v in e s  a n d  m im o sa s  ( w h ic h  p r o v e  a  

lu x u r ia n t  flora  a n d  a lm o s t tr o p ic a l c lim a te  to  h a v e  e x is te d  in  G r e e n -  

la n d  a n d  S p itz b e r g e n )  h a d  n o  t im e  to  d e c o m p o se  a n d  ro t  b e fo re  th e  

T e r r ib le  A g e  o f  th e  w o rld  s e t in . T h a t  th e  c a la m ity  w a s  a c c o m ­

p a n ie d  b y  g r e a t  c o ld  a p p e a rs  to  b e  t a u g h t  b y  o n e  o f  th e  o ld e s t  

r e lig io u s  b o o k s  in  th e  w o rld , th e  Z en d  A vesta  o f  th e  P a r s is .  In  th is  

b o o k , th e  firs t F a r g a r d  o f  th e  Vendidad  d e s c r ib e s  th e  c re a tio n  o f  th e  

w o rld  b y  th e  g r e a t  s p ir it  A h u r a  M a zd a , a n d  th e  se co n d  F a r g a r d  

s p e a k s  t h u s :—

“  T h e  M a k e r , A h u r a  M a zd a , o f  h ig h  r e n o w n  in  th e  A ir y a n a  

V a€ g 6 , b y  th e  g o o d  r iv e r  D a ity a , c a lle d  to g e th e r  a  m e e t in g  o f  th e

c e le s tia l g o d s ................A n d  A h u r a  M a zd a  s p a k e  u n to  Y im a , s a y in g

*0  fa ir  Y im a , so n  o f  V l v a n g h a t ! U p o n  th e  m a te r ia l w o rld  th e  

fa ta l w in te r s  a re  g o in g  to  fa ll, th a t  s h a ll  b r in g  th e  fie rce  fo u l f r o s t ; 

u p o n  th e  m a te r ia l w o rld  th e  fa ta l w in te rs  a re  g o in g  to  fa ll,  th a t  sh a ll' 

m a k e  sn o w fla k e s  fa ll  th ic k ,  e v e n  a n  aredvt d e e p  o n  th e  h ig h e s t  to p s  

o f  m o u n ta in s . A n d  a ll  th e  th re e  so rts  o f  b e a sts  s h a l l  p e r is h ;  

th o se  th a t  l iv e  in th e  w ild e rn e s s , an d  th o se  th a t  l iv e  o n  th e  to p s  

o f  th e  m o u n ta in s , an d  th o s e  th a t l iv e  in  th e  b o so m  o f  th e  d a le , 

u n d e r  th e  s h e lte r  o f  s ta b le s . B e fo re  th a t  w in te r  th o s e  fie ld s  w o u ld  

b e a r  p le n ty  o f  g ra s s  fo r  c a t t le ;  n o w  w it h  flo o d s th a t  stream , w it h  

sn o w s  th a t  m e lt, i t  w il l  seem  a  h a p p y  la n d  in  th e  w o rld , th e  la n d  

w h e re in  fo o tp rin ts  e v e n  o f  sh e e p  m a y  s t i l l  b e  seen . T h e r e fo r e  m a k e  

th e e  a  V a r a ,”  e tc ., e tc . (D a rm e ste te r ’s  Z en d  A vesta , v o l.  i., p . 15 .)  

th e  g o d  in s tr u c t in g  Y im a  h o w  th e  r e m n a n t o f  m e n , c a ttle , seed  a n d  

o th e r  th in g s  m ig h t  b e  p re se rv e d  a g a in s t  th e  t im e  o f  tro u b le  c lo se  a t  

h a n d . W h a te v e r  th a t  tr o u b le  w a s , w h e th e r  o f  fire , o r  w a te r, o r  

in te n se  co ld , o r  o f  th e  w h o le  th re e  in  su c c e ssio n , th e  m e m o ry  o f  s u c h  

a n  e v i l  t im e  c o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  c o -e x is te d  in  th e  le g e n d s  o f  

E u ro p e a n s , A s ia t ic s , A m e r ic a n  In d ia n s , and P o ly n e s ia n s , i f  th o s e  

p e o p le  th e n  o c c u p ie d  th e  lo c a lit ie s  th e y  n o w  in h a b it , s in c e  w e  k n o w  

th a t  n o  c a ta stro p h e  h a s  b e e n  u n iv e rs a l. In  s u c h  ca se s  w e  h a v e  to  

r e ly  u p o n  th e  th e o r ie s  e ith e r  o f  co m m o n  d e sc e n t o r o f  free in te r­

c h a n g e  o f  tra d itio n s  a ll  ro u n d  th e  w o rld  in  p re h is to r ic  tim e s.

E d w a r d  T r e g e a r .



C H A P T E R  I.

“ L E T  m e  se e ,”  sa id  M iss  J e s s a m y  M a in w a r in g , te n ta t iv e ly ,

“  y o u r  n a m e  is-------? ”

“  L i z  A r d e n , p le a se , M iss . T h i s  h e re ’s  m y  s is te r  J e s s .”

“ A h ! ”  M iss  M a in w a r in g  p ic k e d  u p  a  p a p e r  fro m  th e  ta b le  

b e fo re  h e r, read  it, fro w n e d , la id  i t  d o w n , a n d , le a n in g  fo rw a rd , 

ta p p e d  l ig h t ly  u p o n  it  w ith  a  l it t le  g o ld  p e n c il  c a s e .

“ I a m  s o r r y ,”  sh e  sa id  in c is iv e ly ,  “ w e  c a n  d o  n o t h in g  fo r  th e  

c a s e .”

T h e  a p p lic a n ts  lo o k e d  c re s t fa lle n ;  t h e y  w e re  th e  e x tr e m e s t  

co n tra st  in  a p p e a ra n c e  c o n c e iv a b le , b u t  th e  r u e fu l a ir  w a s  re fle c te d  

in  b o th  faces a s  M iss  M a in w a r in g  p ro n o u n c e d  h e r  d ic tu m . T h e  

sp o k e sw o m a n  w a s  a  g ir l  o f  n in e te e n , h e r  d re ss  w a s  f a ir ly  re s p e c ta b le , 

s h e  h a d  a  s tro n g , s u b s ta n tia l f ig u r e , a  h an d so m e, b r il l ia n t ly  t in te d  

face , a n d  fin e, b o ld  lo o k in g  e y e s ; h e r  b o o ts  w e re  p a tc h e d , a n d  s h e  

w o re  a  s tr in g  o f  p e a rl b e a d s  ro u n d  a  fu ll,  w e ll m o u ld e d  th ro a t . T h e  

y o u n g e r  g ir l  w a s  a lso  th e  t a l le r ;  sh e  lo o k e d  a s  th o u g h  s h e  h a d  

o u tg r o w n  h e r  s t r e n g t h ; s h e  w a s  v e r y  s lim , w ith  lo n g , th in  h a n d s , 

th e  f in g e rs  o f  w h ic h  ta p e re d . H e r  face  w a s  d e lic a te  in  o u t l i n e ; it 

m ig h t  h a v e  b een  p r e tty  h a d  i t  n o t b een  so  p a le  a n d  p in c h e d . T h e  

lip s  w e re  se n s it iv e , th e  u p p e r  l ip  v e r y  sh o rt, i t  q u iv e r e d  a s  M iss  

M a in w a r in g  sp o k e . T h e  s k in  w a s  fin e, a n d  so ft, a n d  b lo o d le s s  

lo o k in g . T h e  g ir l  w as  s h a b b ily  d ressed , h e r  b la c k  c u r ly  h a ir , 

c ro p p e d  sh o rt, a n d  c l in g in g  in  r in g s  an d  te n d r ils  ro u n d  h e r  b ro w , 

w a n te d  b r u s h in g . H e r  e y e s  w e re  g r e y , fr ig h te n e d , m is ty , d ila te d , 

a n d  c irc le d  w ith  lo n g , b la c k  la sh e s . T h e  e ld e r  g ir l  s p o k e

“  T h e  la d y  a s  I  sa w  la s t  w e e k , M iss -------”

“  M iss  S y m e  ? I  k n o w . S h e  to ld  y o u  sh e  w o u ld  in v e s t ig a te  

th e  case . 1 am  a tte n d in g  th e  b u re a u  th is  w e e k , a n d  I h a v e  a l l  

in fo rm a tio n  r e s p e c t in g  fo rm e r  a p p lic a n ts . W e  ca n  d o  n o t h in g  fo r  

y o u .”



“  W h y  n o t?  W h a t ’s  th e re  a g a in s t  n s  ? M r. V a s a r h e ly -------”

“  P a r d o n  m e ,”  s a id  M iss  M a in w a r in g  c o ld ly , “  M r. V a s a r h e ly  is  

n o t an  a u th o r ity  h ere . T h i s  is  a  c h u r c h  o r g a n iz a t io n ; M r. V a s a r h e ly  

is  an in fid e l a n d  a  c h a r la ta n . P le a s e  d o  n o t m e n tio n  h is  n a m e  a s  a  

re co m m e n d a tio n . I f  y o u  d e s ire  to  k n o w  w h a t  th e re  is  a g a in s t  y o u , 

I c a n  te l l  y o u .”

T h e  g ir l  w r ig g le d  n e r v o u s ly ,  a n d  c o n te m p la te d  h e r  p a tc h e d  

b o o ts. T h e  y o u n g e r , b y  th re e  y e a rs , b e g a n  to  w h im p e r, a n d  w ip e  

h e r  e y e s  w ith  h e r  lo n g , th in  h a n d s . J e s s a m y  M a in w a r in g  p ic k e d  

th e  p a p e r  u p  d a in tily . H e r  h a n d s  w e re  r a th e r  la r g e , firm , a n d  

w h ite , a n d  o n  th e  th ird  f in g e r  o f  th e  le ft  h a n d  w a s  a  d ia m o n d  r in g .

J e s s a m y  w a s  a n  o n ly  c h ild ,  a  c re d it  to  h e r  p a re n ts  b o th  p h y ­

s ic a lly  a n d  m e n ta lly . S h e  s to o d  f iv e  fe e t  e ig h t  in c h e s , w ith o u t  h e r  

p r e tty  s lip p e rs . S h e  w e n t  c lo th e d  in  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  e q u iv a ­

le n t fo r  p u r p le  a n d  fin e  lin e n . S h e  h a d  c ro w n e d  a  p e tte d  c h ild h o o d  

an d  a  b r il l ia n t  c a re e r  a t  N e w n h a m , b y  a  n o  le s s  b r il l ia n t  b e tro th a l 

to  S i r  C h a r le s  V e r s c h o y le ,  a  y o u n g  m an  w h o  h a d  te rm in a te d  a  

seaso n  o f  th e  d i l ig e n t  s o w in g  o f  w ild  o a ts  b y  b e c o m in g  e n tir e ly  

s u b ju g a te d  b y  th e  w it  a n d  b e a u ty  o f  M is s  M a in w a r in g . J e s s a m y  

w a s  a  b e a u ty , w h o se  p h y s ic a l  a d v a n ta g e s  th r e w  a  s o fte n in g  v e i l  o v e r  

a n  in te lle c t ,  th e  v ig o u r  a n d  lu c id it y  o f  w h ic h  w e re  in c lin e d  to  g r a v i­

ta te  to w a rd s  a  h a rsh  a n d  u n lo v e ly  s tr e n g th  a n d  p r id e . H e r  c le v e r ­

n e ss  w a s  a tte n d e d  b y  a ll  so c ia l g ra c e s , a n d  i t  w a s  o n ly  n o w , in  th e  

c h a r ita b le  b u re a u , th a t  it  s h o w e d  so m e  h a r d  an d  u n p re p o s s e s s in g  

tra its , l in k e d  w it h  so m e  p re ju d ic e . S h e  ra ise d  h e r  b lu e  e y e s :

“ E liz a b e th  A r d e n ,” sh e  re ad , “ a g e d  n in e te e n , a n d  J e s s ie  A r d e n , 

s ix te e n , th a t  is  c o r r e c t?  Y o u  l iv e  w it h  y o u r  g ra n d m o th e r , S u s a n  

A r d e n . Y o u  a re  th e  d a u g h te r s  o f  h e r  d a u g h te r , n o w  d e a d . S u s a n  

A r d e n  is  in te m p e ra te  in  h e r  h a b its , s h e  h a s  b e e n  fr e q u e n tly  im ­

p riso n ed  fo r  d r u n k e n n e s s  a n d  th e  u se  o f  b a d  la n g u a g e . S h e  h a s  la te ly  

b e e n  im p riso n e d  fo r  o b ta in in g  m o n e y  u n d e r  fa ls e  p re te n c e s  b y  m e a n s  

o f  fo rtu n e  te l l in g .  S h e  h a s  p u rsu e d  th is  sy s te m  o f  fra u d  fo r  y e a rs . 

Y o u — J e s s ie  A r d e n — w e re  d is c h a r g e d  w ith  a  c a u tio n , b e c a u s e  o f  

y o u r  y o u th . Y o u  o b ta in e d  m o n e y  fro m  a  s e r v a n t g ir l ,  b y  p r e te n d in g  

to  see  v is io n s  in  a  g la s s  b a ll .  Y o u  a re  y o u n g , a n d  u n d e r  y o u r  

g ra n d m o th e r ’s  a u th o r ity , th e re fo re  y o u  w e re  le n ie n t ly  d e a lt  w i t h ; 

b u t  y o u  k n e w  y o u  w e re  c h e a t in g  a n d  s a y in g  w h a t  w a s  u n tru e , a n d  

y o u r  a g e  d o es  n o t  r e a l ly  e x c u s e  y o u . Y o u  d e se rv e d  p u n is h m e n t.



A s  fo r  y o u , E liz a b e th ,  y o u  w e re  ta k e n  a s  h o u se m a id  b y  M rs. 

F o r s y t h e ; i t  w a s  y o u r  first p la c e .”

“  I  w a s  a t  sc h o o l b e fo re .”

“  A  re fo rm a to ry  sc h o o l, I  t h in k  ? ”

“ W e ll ,  y e s ! ”  s a id  th e  g ir l ,  d e fia n tly . “ C o m e  n o w . I t  w a s —  

an d  w h a t  o f  th a t  ? ”

“  N o t h in g — to  m e. Y o u  le f t  t h a t  s itu a tio n  w it h  a  s ta in  u p o n  

y o u r  c h a ra c te r , a n d  y o u  h a v e  s in c e  b e e n  l iv in g  a t  h o m e . M rs. 

F o r s y th e  o fte n  h a d  reaso n  to  c o m p la in  o f  y o u r  fo rw a rd  m a n n e rs  a n d  

f lig h tin e s s . T h a t  is  y o u r  s to ry . A  v e r y  d is c re d ita b le  o n e .”

T h e  y o u n g e r  g ir l  w a s  s o b b in g  h y s te r ic a l ly ,  a n d  b a c k in g  to w a rd s  

th e  d o o r. T h e  o ld e r  p la n te d  h e r  a rm s  a k im b o  a n d  a d v a n c e d .

“  L o o k  ’e re ,”  sh e  s a id  in  a  s tr o n g  v o ic e ,1 it ’s  v e r y  fin e fo r  y o u , 

y o u ’v e  a ll  th e  lu c k  an d  a ll  th e  fu n  y o u  w a n t, b u t  y o u  j u s t  th in k  ’o w  

y o u ’d  fe e l i f  y o u  ’a d n ’t  n o  lu c k  a n d  n o  fu n  th a t  y o u  c o u ld  ta k e  

w ith o u t  b e in g  b u llie d  a n d  n a g g e d , a n d  k e p ’ u n d e r. Y o u ’re  a  g a l  

l ik e  m e , I ’l l  be b o u n d  y o u ’v e  g o t  so m e  fe llo w  k e e p in g  c o m p a n y  w ith  

y o u , re s p e c ta b le  l ik e .  I f  y o u  w a s  p la c e d  l ik e  m e, a n d  tre a te d  a s  I ’v e  

b e e n , y o u ’d  t h in k  i t  w a s  p r e tty  h a r d  as y o u  s h o u ld  b e  s ta r v e d  to  

d e a th  fo r  it. I t ’s  a  s h a m e !  W h y ,  y o u ’v e  n e v e r  h a d  a c h a n c e  o f  

d o in g  w r o n g . N o t  y o u !  Y o u ’d  b e  a  fo o l i f  y o u  d id , th a t ’s  w h a t  

y o u ’d  b e , a  fo o l! N o w  th a t ’s  s tr a ig h t ,  a in ’t  i t  ? ”

“  B e  k in d  e n o u g h  to  le a v e  th e  o ffice ,”  sa id  M iss  M a in w a r in g , 

w h ite  w it h  w ra th .

“  N o — a n d  I  w o n ’t  le a v e  th e  h o ffice  n e ith e r . W ill  y o u  g e t  m e 

w o r k ? ”

“  C e r ta in ly  n o t. L e a v e  th e  o ffice .”

“  I  s h a n ’t, I  te ll  y o u . Y o u ,  s i t t in g  u p  th e re  a n d  le c t u r in g  a w a y . 

I ’l l  g iv e  y o u  a  p ie c e  o f  m y  m in d , a n d  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  l ik e  i t  y o u  c a n  d o  

th e  o th e r  th in g , y o u  can  ! L e a v e  m e  a lo n e , J e ss , y o u  l it t le  fo o l.”  

T h e  y o u n g e r  g ir l  w a s  s o b b in g , a n d  p lu c k in g  h e r  b y  th e  s le e v e . 

“ Y o u  im p e r tin e n t  y o u n g  w o m a n ,”  sa id  M iss  M a in w a r in g , 

in d ig n a n tly .  “ I  s h a ll  sen d  fo r  th e  p o lic e .”

“ H o !  y o u ’ll  se n d  fo r  th e  p e r lic e , w il l  y o u ,”  sc re a m e d  t h e  

a p p lic a n t, h e r  fa c e  s c a r le t . “ Y o u ’l l  se n d  fo r  th e  b lo o m in ’ p e r lic e  

a n d  ’a v e  m e ru n  in . A l l  r ig h t !  Y o u  ju s t  w a it. I ’ll g iv e  ’e m  so m e ­

t h in g  to  lo c k  m e  u p  fo r. D o n ’t  y o u  m a k e  a n y  m is ta k e ! I ’l l  s c ra tc h  

y o u r  e y e s  o u t, I w il l.  I n s u lt in g  m e ! ”



J e s s a m y  M a in w a r in g  s te p p e d  to w a rd s  th e  b e ll ,  th e  o th e r  ju m p e d  

b e fo re  it .

“  N o , y o u  d o n ’t ,”  s h e  sc re a m e d . “  Y o u  d o n ’t  r in g  th a t  ’ere  b e ll. 

I ’l l  ’a v e  y o u  u p  fo r  in s u lt in g  a  re s p e c ta b le  y o u n g  la d y , a s  g o o d  a s  

y o u  a re , i f  th e  tr u th  w a s  k n o w n , I  d e s s a y .”

M iss  E liz a b e th  A r d e n  la u n c h e d  fo rth  in to  a  flo o d  o f  v itu p e ra tio n , 

w h ic h  th e  p o lite  re a d e r  s h a ll  b e  sp a re d . T h e  o b je c t  o f  h e r  a t ta c k  

sto o d  e r e c t  a n d  s c o rn fu l, s o  far  a s  o u tw a rd  d e m e a n o u r  w a s  c o n ­

c e rn e d , b u t  h e r  in w a r d  s o u l w a s  d is m a y e d , fo r  i f  th is  r a g in g  s a v a g e  

p e rp e tra te d  a  p h y s ic a l  o n s la u g h t  u p o n  h e r, h o w  th e n  ?

M iss  M a in w a r in g  w a s  a  fe a r le ss  r id e r , a n  a d m ir a b le  d a n c e r  a n d  

sw im m e r , a n  e x p e r t  te n n is  a n d  g o l f  p la y e r . S h e  w a s  in  p e r fe c t  

h e a lth  a n d  e x c e lle n t  c o n d itio n . S h e  w a s  p r o b a b ly  m o re  th a n  a  

m a tc h  fo r  th e  s h r ie k in g  y o u n g  v ir a g o  c o n fr o n tin g  h e r ;  b u t  h e r  p r id e  

a n d  d e l ic a c y  re v o lte d  fro m  a  s t r u g g le  in  th e  o r d e r ly  s a n c tu m  o f  th e  

c h a r ita b le  b u re a u , d e d ic a te d  to  th e  se re n e  p e rso n a lity  o f  M iss  S y m e .

“ G ir l , ”  sh e  s a id  s e v e r e ly , a s  h e r  a s s a ila n t  p a u s e d  fo r  b re a th , 

“  y o u  m u s t b e  e ith e r  in to x ic a te d  o r  in s a n e .”

T h e  sp e e ch  h a d  n o t a  s o o th in g  e f fe c t ; th e  y o u n g  s h r e w  s p r a n g  

fo rw a rd  a s  th o u g h  a b o u t  to  f ly  a t  M is s  M a in w a r in g ’s  th ro a t . T h e  

y o u n g e r  g ir l  c a u g h t  h e r  a n d  h e ld  h e r  b a c k  w it h  a l l  h e r  fe e b le  

s tr e n g th . H e r  o w n  b r e a t h in g  w a s  q u ic k e n e d , a n d  s h e  c o u g h e d  a  

l it t le  h a r d  c o u g h . I t  w a s  n o t ic e a b le  th a t  t h o u g h  th e  fu r io u s  L i z  

b e sto w e d  a  v e r y  u n c o m p lim e n ta r y  e p ith e t  u p o n  h e r  s is te r  a n d  b a d e  

h e r  re le a se  h er, sh e  d id  n o t s t r u g g le  w ith  h e r  fo r  fre e d o m , a n d , 

in d eed , sto o d  s t i ll ,  a n d  o n ly  s tr o v e  to  lo o se n  t h e - c l in g in g  h a n d s  w it h  

h e r  o w n .

A t  th is  ju n c tu r e  th e re  c a m e  a  ta p  on  th e  p a n e ls  o f  t h e  d o o r, 

w h ic h  s w u n g  o p en  a n d  a  m a n  e n te re d .

T h e  y o u n g e r  g ir l  g a v e  a  fa in t  g a s p  a n d  re le a se d  th e  o ld e r . T h e  

n e w -c o m e r  w a s  v e r y  t a l l  a n d  e x c e e d in g ly  p o w e rfu l, c o n s id e r a b ly  

a b o v e  th e  o r d in a r y  h e ig h t  a n d  b ro a d  in  p ro p o rtio n — a  v e r y  g ia n t .

H is  featu res  w e re  c a lm  a n d  r e g u la r ; h is  fa c e  h ad  th e  m e llo w  

w h ite n e s s  o f  iv o r y .  H is  h a ir  w a s  b ro w n , th ic k , w a v y ,  a n d  w o rn  

ra th e r  lo n g .  T h e  face  w a s  s e r io u s  a n d  v e r y  s t i l l ; th e  e y e s  w e re  

b lu e , a n d  h a d  a  s t r a n g e ly  v e i le d  e x p re s s io n  in  th e m . T h e  fa ce  w a s  

s p h in x - lik e  in  its  q u ie tu d e  a n d  re p re ss io n , th e  b r o w  w a s  v e r y  b ro a d , 

th e  e y e b r o w s  t h ic k  a n d  le v e l.  H e  d id  n o t lo o k  l ik e  a n  E n g lis h m a n ,



y e t  h e  b o re  n o  d is t in c t iv e  fe a tu r e s  o f  a n y  o th e r  ra c e . A  s t r ik i n g  

p e r s o n a lity — h u m a n , y e t  n o t h u m a n , ju d g e d  b y  o u r  p r e s e n t  d a y  

s ta n d a rd s . S o  m ig h t  th e  m en  o f  a  m ig h t ie r  ra ce , lo n g  p a sse d  a w a y , 

•ap p ea r in  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  a  p o e t.

H e  ste p p e d  in to  th e  o ffice , u n c o v e r e d  h is  h e a d , a n d  b o w e d  

e a s ily , g r a c e fu lly ,  a n d  w it h  d ig n it y .

“  I a m  a fr a id ,”  h e  sa id , in  a  d e e p , p le a s a n t  v o ic e , th a t y o u  a re  

in so m e  d if f ic u lty , M iss  M a in w a r in g .”

M is s  M a in w a r in g , s ta r t le d  b y  th e  a d v e n t  o f  a  p e r fe c t  s tr a n g e r  

w h o  k n e w  h e r  n a m e , a n s w e re d  w it h  a  h e ig h te n e d  c o lo u r ,

“  I  a m . T h i s  y o u n g  w o m a n  h a s  b e e n  g r o s s ly  u n c iv il .  I  t h in k  

s h e  m u s t h a v e  been  d r in k in g .  I  h a v e  re fu se d , u p o n  s u ffic ie n t  

g ro u n d s , to  a ss is t  h e r  e ith e r  w it h  m o n e y  o r  w o r k . I f  y o u  k n o w  h e r , 

p r a y  a d v is e  h e r  to  le a v e  th e  o ffic e  a t  o n ce , o r  I s h a ll  g iv e  h e r  iu  

c h a r g e  fo r  u s in g  th r e a te n in g  la n g u a g e .”

T h e  a n g r y  g ir l  se ize d  a  h u g e  v o lu m e  u p o n  th e  ta b le , e v id e n t ly  

w it h  th e  in te n tio n  o f  f l in g in g  i t  a t  M iss  M a in w a r iU g ’s h e a d , w h en  

th e  ta ll  m an  ra is e d  h is  h a n d . H e  w a s  s ta n d in g  b e h in d  L i z  A r d e n . 

S h e  c e r ta in ly  d id  n o t se e  th e  a c t io n . S h e  s to p p e d , th e  b o o k  fe ll  

h e a v i ly  to  th e  flo o r, an d  sh e  h a s t i ly  c lo s e d  th e  le ft  h a n d  o v e r  th e  

r ig h t ,  a n d  b e g a n  to  ru b  a n d  c h a fe  it. T h e  m a n  ste p p e d  to  h e r  sid e , 

a n d  la id  h is  h a n d  o n  h e r  s h o u ld e r .

“  H a v e  y o u  s p ra in e d  y o u r  h a n d  ? ”  h e  sa id , q u ie t ly .

“ I d o n ’t  k n o w ,”  sa id  th e  g ir l ,  in a  lo w -v o ic e d  m u tte r . “ I t  

fe e ls  a ll  ja r r e d  l ik e .”

“  P e rh a p s  y o u  sp ra in e d  it. Y o u  h a d  b e tte r  g o  h o m e . F e t c h  

y o u r  g ra n d m o th e r  fro m  th e  ‘ R o s e  a n d  C r o w n ,’ a n d  k e e p  y o u r  s is te r  

a t  h o m e  o u t  o f  th e  ra in . S h e  is i l l  a lr e a d y . T a k e  h e r  h o m e .”

T h e  g ir l  c re p t o u t l ik e  a  b e a te n  d o g , a n d  th e  y o u n g e r  fo llo w e d . 

T h e  m a n  lo o k e d  a t  h e r  a s  sh e  w e n t, a n d  s m ile d .

“  Is  y o u r  c o u g h  b a d , J e s s  ? ”  h e  sa id , g e n t ly .

“  Y e s ,  s ir .”  S h e  s p o k e  in  a  fa in t, h o arse , f r ig h t e n e d  w h is p e r .

“  N e v e r  m in d ,”  s a id  th e  m a n . “  T o - m o r r o w  yo u  w ill  b e  q u ite  

w e ll .  G o o d -b y e , J e s s ie .”

T h e  g ir l  s ta re d  a t  h im  w it h  h e r  fr ig h te n e d , m is ty , g r e y  e y e s , 

a n d  s to le  o u t  a fte r  h e r  s iste r . T h e  d o o r  c lo se d . M iss  M a in w a r in g  

sp o k e .

“  I  a m  in fin ite ly  o b lig e d  to  y o u .”



“  B y  n o  m e a n s . I se n t th e m  h e re  to -d a y . I c a m e  m y s e lf  to  

s e e  y o u . I  w is h e d  to  see  y o u — a g a in .”

H e  m ad e  an  o d d  l it t le  p a u s e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  la s t  w o rd s, an d  

J e s s a m y  w a s  s e iz e d  w it h  a  s tr a n g e  s e n s e  a s  o f  so m e  v a g u e  

r e m in is c e n c e .

“  I d o  n o t re m e m b e r  h a v i n g  m e t  y o u  b e fo r e .”

“  N o ?  B u t  I  re m e m b e r  y o u  v e r y  d is t in c t ly .  M y  n a m e  a t  le a s t  

y o u  w il l  re m e m b e r— V a s a r h e ly .”

M is s  M a in w a r in g  stiffe n e d  v is ib ly .  

u I  k n o w  y o u r  n a m e , c e r t a in ly .”

T h e  ta l l  m a n  la u g h e d .

“ B u t  h a d  n o  d e s ire  to  m e e t th e  o w n e r ?  M is s  M a in w a r in g , 

w i l l  y o u  n o t c o n s id e r  th e  c a se s  o f  L i z  an d  J e s s  A r d e n  ? ”

“  I c a n n o t. T h e  ru le s  o f  th is  o r g a n iz a t io n  a re  m o st s tr in g e n t, 

a n d — ”

“  I  k n o w  th a t. M a n y  C h r is t ia n  o r g a n iz a t io n s  v i r t u a l ly  a s s e r t  

th a t  th e ir  M a ste r  w a s  to o  l a x  in  H is  ju d g m e n t  o f  s in n e r s ; b u t, I  

p le a d  fo r  y o u r  o w n  p r iv a te  c o n s id e r a tio n . M a y  I  t a lk  to  y o u  a  

l it t ie .”

“  I  a m  e x c e e d in g ly  b u s y — h o w e v e r — fo r  a  m in u te — ”

“  T h a n k  y o u . I  s u p p o s e  t h a t  L i z  w a s  v e r y  a b u s iv e  ? ”

“  S h e  w a s . S h e  is , m o re o v e r , a  m o s t  u n d e s e r v in g  ca se . S h e  

w a s  e d u c a te d  a t  a  re fo r m a to r y  s c h o o l, a n d  h e r  m o ra l c h a r a c te r  is  

v e r y  b a d .”

“  T r u l y  so. B u t  I  w a n t  y o u  to  re fle c t. L i z  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  

u p  b y  a  d r u n k e n  o ld  w o m a n . H e r  e d u c a tio n  fro m  h e r  k in s w o m a n  

co n s iste d  o f  b a d  e x a m p le , b lo w s  a n d  fo u l la n g u a g e . S h e  is  a  gam ine 

o f  th e  streets . S h e  h a s  th e  fa u lts  a n d  v ir tu e s  o f  h e r  c la s s . T h e  

t r a in in g  o f  th e  re fo rm a to ry  w a s  r e p re s s iv e , b u t  n o t  s o fte n in g . S h e  

e n te re d  l i fe  a  v e r y  h a n d so m e , c o a rse -n a tu re d  y o u n g  w o m a n , w it h  a  

b o u n d le ss  flo w  o f  a n im a l s p ir its . S h e  d id  n o t re s is t  n o r  d is lik e  e v i l ; 

i t  w a s  a fo re g o n e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  sh e  s h o u ld  n o t. S h e  s p o k e  to -d a y  

ru d e ly  a n d  v io le n t ly — b u t— d id n ’t sh e  s p e a k  th e  t r u t h ?  Y o u  a re  a  

c le v e r  w o m a n , y o u  a re  u n s y m p a th e tic , b u t b r in g  y o u r  b ra in s , y o u r  

reaso n , to  b e a r  u p o n  th is  p ro b le m  o f  th e  c a s e  o f  L iz .  T r a n s la te  h e r  

c lu m s y , r o u g h  v e rn a c u la r , in to  y o u r  d a in tie r  p h ra ses, a n d — d id  s h e  

n o t s p e a k  th e  tr u th ?  W il l  n o t y o u  fro m  y o u r  w e ll-w o n  p in n a c le  o f  

p u r ity , h e lp  y o u r  s is te r  fro m  th e  m ir e ?  F u r th e r m o r e , r e f le c t ; th e



m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  w h a t  is  b a se  an d  b a d  in  L i z  re v o lts  y o u . Y o u  

s h u d d e r  a t  its  e x p re s s io n  in  h e r ;  b u t a re  y o u  q u ite  su re  t h a t  y o u  

h a v e  n o t lo v e d , d o  n o t lo v e , ju s t  s u c h  a n o th e r  s in n e r , w h o se  s in  

c lo th e s  i t s e lf  m o re  d a in t ily  a n d  s p e a k s  a  p r e tt ie r  la n g u a g e . I f  so , 

M iss  M a in w a r in g , i t  is  n o t o n ly  th a t  yo u  d o  n o t h a te  th e  s in n e r —  

w h ic h  is  w e ll— b u t  i t  is  n o t  e v e n  th e  s in  y o u  h a te , b u t  its  g a r m e n t ”  

“  I — I — c a n n o t d is c u s s  s u c h  m a tte rs .”

“  I e n tre a t y o u  to  d is c u s s  th e m  n o w  fo r y o u r  o w n  s a k e . B e ­

c a u s e ,”  h e  le a n e d  fo rw a rd  a n d  re ste d  th e  t ip s  o f  h is  f in g e r s  o n  h e r  

a rm , “  I a d m ire  y o u , I  r e s p e c t  y o u ; i f  y o u  w i l l  fo r g iv e  m e , I  w i l l  

s a y , I  lo v e  y o u  so  w e ll  th a t, w e a k  as it  se e m s  to  b e, I  d o  n o t w a n t  

y o u  to  le a r n  s y m p a th y  th r o u g h  p a in — I  w a n t  to  sp a re  y o u .”

T h e  f in g e r  t ip s  o n  h e r  a rm  g a v e  a  s tr a n g e , t in g lin g ,  n o t  u n ­

p le a s a n t se n s a tio n , a s  o f  a  s l ig h t  e le c tr ic  c u r r e n t  t h r i l l in g  t h r o u g h  

h e r ; i t  in c re a se d  a s  V a s a r h e ly ’s  v o ic e  d e e p e n e d , s h o o k , a n d  g r e w  

m o te  e a r n e s t

“  I d o  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  y o u .”

“  I  c a n n o t e x p la in . I f  I  d id , y o u  w o u ld  o n ly  s m ile  a n d  d o u b t. 

Y o u  a re  s tr o n g — y o u  c a n  b e a r  s u ffe r in g — a n d  i f  y o u  w il l  n o t  h e a r  

y o u  m u s t su ffe r , fo r  y o u  c a n n o t  g o  d o w n  to  y o u r  g r a v e  a  d e a d  so u l, 

a s  d o  m a n y . Y o u  m u s t r ise  fro m  th e  d e a d , a n d , i f  y o u  w il l  c lo s e  

y o u r  e a rs  to  th e  s o fte r  to n e s  o f  th e  a n g e l ’s  tru m p e t, y o u  m u s t  h e e d  

th e  h a r s h e r .”

“ A r e  y o u  t r y in g  to  f r ig h t e n  m e in to  a s s is t in g  y o u r  p ro tig d ?”  

V a s a r h e ly  r e m o v e d  h is  h a n d  fro m  h e r  a rm  a n d  h is  e y e s  g r e w  

v e ile d .

“  N o ,” h e  sa id , q u ie t ly .  M iss  M a in w a r in g  to o k  u p  h e r  p e n  

s u g g e s t iv e ly .

“  Y o u  w il l  n o t a ss is t  L iz .  W h a t  is  y o u r  c a s e  a g a in s t  l it t le  J e s s  ? ”  

“  S h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  im p riso n e d  a s  a  s w in d le r  w e re  i t  n o t 

fo r  h e r  a g e  a n d  b e c a u s e  sh e  w a s  a  first o ffe n d e r. S h e  k n e w  s h e  w a s  

w r o n g — o f  c o u rs e  s h e  d i d ! ”

“  H o w  d id  sh e  s w in d le  ? ”

“  S h e  p re te n d e d  to  see  p ic tu r e s  in  a  g la s s  b a ll .”

“  A r e  y o u  su re  s h e  d id  n o t ? ”

“  M r. V a s a r h e ly ,  d o  y o u — o b v io u s ly  a  m a n  o f  e d u c a tio n — a s k  

m e, a  w o m a n  o f  a v e r a g e  in te llig e n c e  a n d  c u ltu r e , l iv in g  in  th e  n in e ­

te e n th  c e n tu r y , th a t  q u e stio n  ? ”



“  I  d o . A r e  yo u  s u re  th a t  J e s s  A r d e n ’s  i ll ite r a te  e y e  c a n n o t  

see  t h in g s  th a t  y o u  d o  n o t see  ? A r e  y o u  p rep ared  to  s w e a r  th a t  

t h a t  c h ild  d id  n o t ‘ see  p ic tu r e s  ’ in  h e r  g la s s  b a ll  ? ”

“  C e r t a in ly ,”  s a id  J e s s a m y , w it h  a  s h o r t  la u g h ,  "  I  a m .”

“  I  a m  a fr a id  y o u  w o u ld  b e  p e i ju r e d .”

“  Y o u  t h in k  s h e  s a w  v is io n s  o f  fu t u r it y  fo r  a n  ig n o r a n t  s e r v a n t  

g ir l  w h o  p a id  h e r  a  s h i l l in g  fo r  th e  h ir e  o f  h e r  p r o p h e tic  g if t s  ? ”

“  N o t  n e c e s s a r ily . B u t  l it t le  J e s s  is  to  b e  fo r g iv e n  i f  sh e  t h o u g h t  

th e y  w e re  v is io n s  o f  t h e  fu tu re . A n d  i f  s h e  d id  n o t, d o n ’t  y o u  

th in k  t h a t  a  s t a r v in g  c h ild  w h o  fo u n d  t h a t  sh e  c o u ld  s e ll  h e r  m in d -  

p ic tu r e s  a t  a  s h i l l in g  a  p ie c e  w o u ld  b e  s t r o n g ly  te m p te d  to  d o  so , 

e v e n  th o u g h  s h e  su sp e c te d  th a t  th e y  w e r e  n o t a lw a y s  to  b e  r e lie d  

u p o n  ? ”

“  P o s s ib ly . B u t  a  g ir l  w h o  l ie s  a n d  o b ta in s  m o n e y  u n d e r  fa ls e  

p re te n c e s  is  n o t d e s e r v in g  o f  h e lp .”

“  M iss  M a in w a r in g , c a n  y o u  c o n c e iv e  o f  n o  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  u n d e r  

w h ic h  y o u — y o u r s e lf— m ig h t  (e x c u se  m e) l ie ,  a n d  o b ta in  m o n e y  

u n d e r  fa ls e  p re te n c e s  ? ”

“  I  ? ”  M iss  M a in w a r in g  ro se . “  G o o d  m o r n in g , M r. V a s a r h e ly .”  

“  T h a t  is  a  d is m is s a l,”  sa id  V a s a r h e ly .  “  I  w il l  le a v e  y o u .”

H is  e y e s  d w e lt  u p o n  h e r  s a d ly , te n d e r ly , p it ifu lly .  H e  b o w e d  

a n d  le ft  th e  o ffice. J e s s a m y  tu rn e d  to  th e  m e th o d ic a l d is c h a r g e  o f  

M iss  S y m e ’s  b u s in e ss  a n d  fo r g o t  h e r  v is ito r .

S h e  le ft  th e  o ffice  a t  n o o n  a n d  d r o v e  h o m e . S i r  C h a r le s  

V e r s c h o y le  d in e d  w it h  th e m  th a t e v e n in g  a n d  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e m  to  

th e  th e a tre  a fte rw a rd s . J e s s a m y  d ism is s e d  L i z  A r d e n  fro m  h e r  

th o u g h ts .  T h a t  b e ll ig e r e n t  y o u n g  p e rso n  w e n t  h o m e  th r o u g h  th e  

ra in .

T h e  o n e  ro o m  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  m inage A r d e n  w a s  o n  th e  to p ­

m o st flo o r  b u t  o n e  o f  a  ta l l  lo d g in g  h o u s e . T h e  la n d la d y  w a s  a  

g o o d -h u m o u re d , s la t te r n ly  s o u l, w it h  a  fe llo w  fe e lin g  fo r  th e  w e a k ­

n e ss  o f  S u s a n  A r d e n . T h a t  v e n e r a b le  d a m e  h a d  re tu rn e d  fro m  

th e  “  R o s e  a n d  C r o w n ,”  a n d  la y  a s le e p  o n  th e  flo o r  w h e n  h e r  g r a n d ­

d a u g h te r s  e n te red .

L i z  c o m m e n te d  u p o n  h e r  c o n d itio n  w it h  d is r e s p e c tfu l c a n d o u r. 

H a v in g  so  c o m m e n te d , s h e  to o k  n o  fu r th e r  n o tic e  o f  h e r  s le e p in g  

r e la t iv e . S h e  to o k  o f f  h e r  h a t  a n d  k n e lt  o n  th e  h e a r th .

T h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t le  c o a l in  a  b o x , a n d  o n  h e r  w a y  h o m e  s h e  h a d



b o u g h t  a  h a lfp e n n y w o r th  o f  w o o d  a n d  so m e  e x c e e d in g ly  g ru e s o m e -  

lo o k in g  s a u s a g e s . T h e r e  w a s  b re a d  a n d  a l i t t le  te a . S h e  l it  th e  

fire  a n d  b o ile d  th e  k e ttle , m a d e  th e  tea , a n d  set J e s s  to  to a s t th e  

s a u s a g e s .

T h e  tw o  g ir ls  a te  th e m  w h e n  th e y  w e re  c o o k e d , a n d  h a v in g  

d o n e  so, th e  y o u n g e r  la y  d o w n , c o u g h in g  a n d  s h iv e r in g ,  o n  th e  

b la n k e tle s s  a n d  n o t o v e r -c le a n  b e d .

“ F e e l  b a d ? ”  sa id  L i z ;  s h e  w a s  tw is t in g  a b o u t th e  b o w s  on 

h er h a t  a n d  c u r l in g  a  la r g e  fe a th e r  th a t  d e co ra te d  it. T h e r e  w a s  

litt le  fu r n itu re  in  th e  r o o m ; th e  floor w a s  d ir ty , th e  a tm o s p h e r e  

c lo s e  a n d  s ta le  ; o n  th e  c h im n e y  p ie c e  w e re  a  p a c k  o f  ta ro t c a rd s  a n d  

a g la s s  b a ll.

“  A w f u l  b a d ,”  sa id  th e  o th e r , w ith  a  so b . “  I ’l l  h a v e  to  g o  u p  

to th e  h o s p ita l a g a in , L iz .  I ’v e  g o t  a  c o ld  a g a in , so m e ’o w .”

“  S o m e ’o w  ? ”  s a id  th e  g ir l ,  w it h  an  a n g r y  la u g h .  “  I t ’s  n o t  far 

to  lo o k , m y  g a l ; n o  fa r th e r  th a n  y o u r  b o o ts. Y o u ’re  a lw a y s  w e t 

th r o u g h  th is  w e a th e r .”

“  I ’d  g o  to  th e  ’s p e n s a r y  i f  I ’d s ix p e n c e .”

“ Y o u  a in ’t  g o t  it— th a t  th e  la s t  I s p e n t ju s t  n o w .”

J e s s  s ig h e d .

“  T h e  fo g  j u s t  tea rs  at y o u r  c h e s t ,”  sh e  sa id . “  T h e  d o c to r  s a y s  

to  m e— d o n ’t  y o u  g o  o u t in  th e  fo g ,  sa y s  h e . T a k e  p le n ty  o f  m ilk  

a n d  e g g s , h e  sa y s , a n d  k e e p  w a rm  a n d  in  p u re  a ir — e ls e  y o u ’l l  n e v e r  

’a v e  a  c h a n c e .”

L i z  la u g h e d .

“  W h y  d o n ’t ’e  say  p o rt w in e  a n d  c h ic k e n  a n d  h o t ro a st b e e f,”  

s h e  sa id , d e r is iv e ly .  “  P ’r a p s  ’e ’U p a y  fo r  it. N e v e r  m in d , J e ss , 

w e ’l l  g e t  m o n e y  so m e ’o w .”

S h e  w h is tle d  th e  a ir  o f  a  s tre e t  s o n g  a s  sh e  tw is te d  th e  b o w s. 

W h e n  it g r e w  d a r k  s h e  g o t  u p  a n d  l i t  a  s m a ll b it o f  c a n d le , c a rr ie d  

i t  a cro ss  to  a  l it t le  lo o k in g - g la s s ,  a n d  c u r le d  h e r  h a ir . S h e  p u t  th e  

h a t  on  an d  se a rc h e d  a b o u t t i l l  sh e  p ro d u c e d  a  d ir ty  p a ir  o f  l ig h t -  

c o lo u re d  g lo v e s , so m e  c o a rse  la c e , a n d  a  b u n c h  o f  a r t if ic ia l flo w e rs.

S h e  p ro ce e d e d  to  d e c o ra te  h e r s e lf  w ith  th e se . S h e  to o k  a n  o ld  

h a re sfo o t o u t o f  a  d r a w e r  a n d  ru b b e d  it  to  a n d  fro  o n  h e r  c h e e k s , 

a n d  tw iste d  a  v e i l  a cro s s  h e r  fa c e  a n d  o v e r  h e r  h a t . S h e  lo o k e d  

h a n d s o m e  w h e n  h e r  to ile t te  w a s  c o m p le te d .

S h e  cro ssed  a n d  lo o k e d  a t  J e ss . T h e  g ir l w as  a sle e p , s h iv e r in g



au d  m o a n in g  in  h e r  s lu m b e r . L i z  h e s ita te d , s to o p e d , a n d  k is s e d  

h e r ; th e n  sh e  b le w  o u t th e  c a n d le  a n d  d e p a rte d . I t  h ad  b e e n  r a in ­

i n g  h a rd , th e  s tre e ts  w e re  v e i y  w e t ;  th e  w h e e ls  o f  a  p a s s in g  

c a r r ia g e  s p la s h e d  th e  S tr a n d  m u d  in to  th e  fa c e  o f  L i z  A r d e n . T h e  

l ig h t  fro m  a  la m p  fe ll  o n  th e  fa c e s  o f  th e  o c c u p a n ts  o f  th e  c a r r ia g e  ; 

a  h a n d so m e , g r e y -h a ir e d  la d y , a  b e a u t ifu l ,  c o ld -e y e d  g ir l ,  a n d  a  

m a n . T h e  m a n  le a n e d  fo rw a rd  l is t e n in g  to  th e  g i r l ’s w o r d s ; h is  

fa c e  e x p re s s e d  lo v e  a n d  a d m ir a t io n ; h e rs  w a s  p le a s e d , th o u g h  e x ­

p r e s s iv e  o f  n o  v e r y  p o ig n a n t  e m o tio n .

L i z  A r d e n 's  te e th  s e t w ith  a  c l i c k ; i t  w a s  th e  w o m a n  w h o  h a d  

re fu se d  to  h e lp  h e r , b u t  i t  w a s  n o t u p o n  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  w o m a n  th a t  

h e r  e y e s  rested . S h e  w a s  lo o k in g  a t  th e  b e tro th e d  h u sb a n d  o f  

J e s s a m y  M a in w a r in g , a n d  a s  th e  c a r r ia g e  s w e p t  b y , th e  g ir l ,  s p la s h e d  

b y  th e  m u d  c a s t  u p  b y  its  w h e e ls , c u rs e d  C h a r le s  V e r s c h o y le  w it h  

lip s  to  w h ic h  th e  u s a g e  o f  h e r  n in e te e n  y e a rs  h a d  re n d e re d  th e  c u r s e  

m o re  fa c ile  o f  u tte ra n c e  th a n  th e  p ra y e r .

In  th e  l it t le  s q u a lid  ro o m  L i z  h a d  le ft ,  th e  o ld  w o m a n  s le p t  h e r  

d r u n k e n  s le e p  w it h  s te r to ro u s  b r e a th in g . T h e  g ir l  o n  th e  b e d  

m o a n e d  a n d  sh u d d e re d — c o u g h e d — a n d  m o a n e d  a g a in . T h e  r a in ­

d ro p s  fe ll  h is s in g  in to  th e  d y in g  fire . J u s t  b e fo re  L i z  re tu rn e d , 

J e ss  g a v e  a  lo n g , lo w  g r o a n  a n d  a  s tr o n g  s h u d d e r . H e r  b r e a th in g  

sto p p e d , re co m m e n c e d , th e re  w a s  a n o th e r  s h iv e r , a  c u r io u s , g u t te r a l  

s o b ; th e n  th e  b r e a th in g  w a x e d  m o re  s te a d y , a n d  th e  g ir l  c e a se d  to  

m o a n .

A n  h o u r  p ie v io u s ly ,  J e s s a m y  M a in w a r in g  h a d  b id d e n  h e r  lo v e r  

g o o d - n ig h t  a n d  a sc e n d e d  to  h e r  ro o m .

I t  w a s  a lo v e ly ,  lu x u r io u s  ro o m , w ith  a  b r ig h t  fire  b u r n in g  u p o n  

th e  h e a r th . S h e  s a t  b efo re  h er s o ft ly -d r a p e d , s i lv e r -d e c o ra te d  

d re s s in g -ta b le , w h ile  h e r  m a id  b ru s h e d  h e r  h a ir .  T h e n  sh e  s to o d  

a w h ile , c la d  in  h e r  lo n g  w h ite  n ig h td r e s s , w it h  its  fu ll ,  s o ft  fr i l ls ,  

a n d  h e r  l it t le  s lip p e re d  fe e t  o n  th e  fe n d e r, h e r  e y e s  g a z in g  in to  th e  

fire, w h ile  sh e  sm ile d  a  p le a se d  s m ile  a t  h e r  th o u g h ts .

A t  le n g th  sh e  th r e w  h e r s e lf  u p o n  h e r  b ig ,  s o ft  b ed , a n d  d r e w  

t h e  sm o o th  sh e e ts  a n d  s ilk -c o v e r e d  e id e rd o w n  o v e r  h e r , w it h  a  s ig h  

o f  c o n te n tm e n t.

( T o  b e  c o n t i n u e d .)



{Concluded fro m  p. 35)

C H A P T E R  I I I .

P e n e l o p e .

( T h r e e  y e a r s  a fte r) . I  h a v e  d r ifte d  a g o o d  d e a l b e y o n d  th e  

p o in t  w h en  I le ft  th e  m o n a s te ry . T h a t  th e r e  a re  p o w e rs  (o n e  o r  

m a n y )  a b o v e  u s, I  h a v e  n o  k in d  o f  d o u b t ;  b u t  w h a t  t h e y  a re , 

w h e th e r  th e y  w a n t  a n y t h in g  o f  m e, w h a t  th e y  w a n t, w h e th e r  th e  

o b je c ts  t h e y  p u r s u e  h a v e  a n y  d ir e c t  re fe re n c e  to  u s  a t  a ll ,  w h e t h e r  

o u r  w o r s h ip  is  a n y  p le a s u r e  to  th e m , to  a ll  s u c h  q u e stio n s , I  c a n  

o n ly  a n s w e r— I d o  n o t k n o w . O n c e  I  g a th e r e d  u p  m y  w h o le  l i f e  in  

m y  h a n d  fo r  o n e  b r a v e  p u s h  fo r  a n  a n s w e r, o n e  g r e a t  d r iv e  a t  th e  

w a ll w h ic h  su n d e rs  th e s e  p o w e rs  from  u s. I  d o  n o t r e g r e t  i t ; th e  

chance o f  su c c e s s  w a s  w o r th  m y  l i f e ; b u t  I  h a v e  fa ile d , a n d  l ik e  M rs. 

B r o w n in g ’s S a ta n , “  a ll  th in g s  g r o w  s lo w ly  s a d d e r  to  m e, o n e  b y  

o n e  ” —  Vanitas vanitatum , om nia va n ita s! “  T h e  e y e  is  n o t sa tis fie d  

w ith  s e e in g ,”  a n d  i f  n o t, w h a t  is  to  s a t is fy  i t  ? A  d u ll,  h e a v y ,  d e s ­

p a ir in g  r e g r e t  fo r  m y  lo st y o u th  see m s to  g r o w  o n  m e, a n d  is  se r io u s  

e n o u g h  ;— “  th a t  w a y  m a d n e ss  l i e s ! ”  T o  see  in y  l ife — m y  o w n  b e a u t i­

fu l  l ife — a ll  I  h a d  in  th e  w o rld , so  ru in e d , g o n e  so  u t te r ly  to  w a s te , 

n o t h in g  m a d e  o f  i t  a n d  n o  p le a s u re  h ad  from  i t ! I  a m  n o t b e m o a n ­

i n g  w h a t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n ; I lo o k  o v e r  th e  v a s t  w a s te  o f  p o w e rs  

a n d  p o s s ib ilit ie s ;  a n d  th e  b itte rn e s s  o f  i t  is  j u s t  th a t  I c o u ld  m a k e  

n o  b e tte r  o f  it. L i k e  B r o w n in g ’s P a r a c e ls u s :—

“  I h a v e  a d d re sse d  a fr o c k  o f  h e a v y  m a il,

B u t m a y  n o t jo in  th e  tro o p  o f  sa c re d  k n ig h t s .”

G o d  w il l  n o t  h a v e  m y  s e r v ic e — w h a t  s h a l l  I d o  ?

A n o th e r  t h in g  is  g r o w in g  o n  m e  a lso , a  d r i f t in g  b a c k  in  heart 

to  th e  C a th o lic  fa ith . M y  reaso n  is  n o t a ffe c te d , I d o  n o t see  h o w  it  

ca n  b e ; b u t  I  fe e l a  k in d  o f  “  d r a w in g  ”  to  g iv e  a l l  th is  u p  a n d  

p lu n g e  b lin d fo ld  in to  th e  -------a b y ss , s h a ll  I c a ll  it  ? I f  I  d id , I



m u st h o ld  th a t  G o d  d o es  n o t d e s ire  w h a t w e  c a ll  th e  p e rfe c tio n  o f  

m a n 's  n a tu r e ;  th a t w e  are  in fact o n ly  to o ls  iu  H is  h a n d s, th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t re q u ire d  fro m  u s  m e a su re d  o n ly  b y  H is  re q u ire m e n ts , 

fo r  p u rp o se s  w h ic h  w e  d o  n o t a n d  c a n  n o t u n d e rs ta n d . B u t  w h a t  is  

th is  b u t  s a y in g  th a t  G o d  d o es  n o t lo v e  u s  ?

P e r h a p s  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t fo r w h ic h  I h a v e  b e e n  p le a d in g  is , 

a fte r  a ll ,  o n ly  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  e v il  ? A  m a n  w h o  k n o w s  no  e v i l  is  

b u t h a l f  a  m a n ; tru e — b u t h o w  i f  iu  th is  c a s e  th e  h a l f  is  b e tte r  th a n  

th e  w h o le ?  1 th in k  n o t ;  a p re fe re n c e  o f  s u c h  lim ita t io n  a r g u e s  

l im ita t io n  in  th e  b e in g  w h o  e n te rta in s  it. I f  G o d  be u n lim ite d , H e  

m u st lo v e  b e s t th e  m an  o f  w h o m  th e re  is  m o st m an , i f  I m a y  u se  

s u c h  a  p h ra se . A  lio n  w h o  s h o u ld  e a t s tr a w  l ik e  th e  o x e n  w o u ld  

b e  a  v e r y  p o o r  l io n  !

T h e  ro o t o f  th e  m a tte r  is  th a t  I  c a n n o t g e t  o v e r  m y  o ld  h a b it  

o f— -w h a t s h a ll  I  c a l l  i t  ?— lo v e  to  G o d . S p ite  o f  a ll  a r g u m e n ts  a n d  

d o u b ts , I lo o k  to  H im  fo r a ll  th e  h a p p in e s s  I  c a n  e v e r  e n j o y ; a  

chance o f  H is  e x is t in g  a n d  lo v in g  m e  is, e v e n  n o w , m o re  to  m e  th a n  

a ll  e n lig h te n m e n t a n d  a ll p ro g re s s . W h e t h e r  i t  is  b u t  a  m e re  h a b it  

o f  th e  m in d , or, d e e p ly  h id d e n , a  re a l lo v e , I  c a n n o t  te ll. A l l  I 

k n o w  is  th a t  I am  fit fo r  n o t h in g  e lse . W h a t  c o u ld  I d o  p le a s u re -  

h u n t in g  ? I f  a ll  t h in g s  a re  v a n ity ,  th e  r e lig io u s  v a n it y  is  th e  o n ly  

o n e  I c a n  e v e r  m a k e  b e lie v e  to  c a re  fo r  I  c a n  n e v e r  e v e n  d re a m  

th a t  a n y t h in g  s h o rt  o f  G o d  c a n  fill th e  v o id  w ith in  m e. H a p p in e s s  ? 

W h a t  h a p p in e s s  c o u ld  w e a lth  a n d  w ife  a n d  c h ild  a n d  fr ie n d s  b r in g  

to  m e ? A l l  w o u ld  b e  to  m e  d re a m s, sh a d o w s. A  w a rm , l o v i n g  

w o m a n  c la s p e d  to  m y  b re a s t  w o u ld  le a v e  m y  h e a r t  a s  lo n e ly  a n d  

e m p ty  a s  i t  is  n o w . S o  I am  m a d e ; I stan d  b lin d ly  s tr e tc h in g  

fo rth  m y  a rm s  in to  th e  v a c a n c y , fe e lin g  fo r  G o d ; “  l ik e  b lin d  O r io n  

h u n g e r in g  fo r  th e  m o o n .”  W h a t  p le a su re s  o th e r  m en  h a v e , I  k n o w  

n ot, I  u n d e rsta n d  n o t;  a ll  I c a n  u n d e rs ta n d  is  G o d  ! [ f  h a p ly  I  

m ig h t  fin d  H im  ? W h e r e  is  H e  ?

1895. T h e  fo r e g o in g  w ill s u g g e s t ,  w h a t  th e re  is  n o  sp a c e  to  

d e v e lo p e  h ere , th e  fo rce  w h ic h , a fte r  m a n y  r e c o ils  a n d  h e s ita tio n s , 

in  co u rse  o f  y e a rs  b r o u g h t  m e to  s a y  o n c e  m o re — I b e lie v e . W ith o u t  

th e  o m itte d  h isto ry , it  m a y  seem  to  so m e  a  c o w a r d ly  su rre n d e r, 

b u t  I t h in k  o th e rs  w il l  ju d g e  m e m o re  c h a r ita b ly .  I w a s  a lo n e  in  

th e  d a r k , co ld  w ild e r n e s s ; a n d  th e  o u tlo o k , b a c k w a r d  o v e r  w h a t  

seem ed  a n  u tte r ly  w aste d  life , a n d  fo rw a rd  o v e r  d e c l in in g  y e a rs  o f



w h ic h  th e  b e s t  I c o u ld  h o p e  c o u ld  o n ly  b e  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  n o t  b e  

m u c h  w o rs e  th a n  th e  l i fe  I  w a s  l i v i n g  th e n , b la n k  a n d  h o p e le s s  as 

th a t  w a s ; a ll  i l lu s io n s  o f  lo v e , fr ie n d s h ip , w o r ld ly  s u c c e s s  v a n is h e d , 

a n d  n o t h in g  le ft  b u t th e  m e re  h u m a n  b e a st, g r in n in g  a n d  s h o w in g  

its  te e th  a t  m e, le d  o n ly  to  a  d e a th  a s  b la n k  a n d  h o p e le s s  as th e  life . 

C a n  a n y  o n e  w o n d e r , o r  m u c h  re p ro a c h  m e, i f  I lo o k e d  b a c k  lo n g ­

in g ly  a t th e  w a rm , s a fe  fo ld  I  h a d  w a n d e re d  from  ? P e r h a p s  th e  

la st p a ra g ra p h  o f  m y  d ia r y  b e fo re  I  a c t u a lly  re -e n te re d  th e  C h u r c h  

m a y  b e  a s  g o o d  a  d e fe n c e  a s  I c a n  g i v e :—

“ W h e n  I  le ft  h o m e  fo r  th e  n o v ic ia te , th o u g h  th e re  w a s  e v e n  

th e n  th e  ro o t o f  se lfish n e ss  w h ic h  I  h a v e  tra ce d , I d id  lo v e  G o d  a s 

w e ll a s  I  k n e w  h o w ; a n d  i f  1 fo o lis h ly  t h o u g h t  H is  w o r k  w a s  to  b e  

d o n e  b y  firs t m a k in g  a  s a in t  o f  m e — b y  b r in g in g  m y  m in d  a n d  

b o d y  c o m p le te ly  u n d e r  H is  c o n tr o l, and then H e  w a s  to  d o  w o n d e r s  

b y  m e— in ste a d  o f  w h ic h  w h a t  H e  r e a l ly  w a n te d  w a s  to  d o  H is  

w o r k  w ith  m e , w e a k , c o n fu se d , a n d  fo o lis h  a s  I w a s , k e e p in g  th e  

u n ity  o f  s p ir it  I d e m a n d e d  o f  H im  as th e  c o n d itio n  o f  m y  w o r k in g ,  

fo r  m y  re w a rd  w h e n  th e  w o r k  w a s  d o n e — m y  m is ta k e  w as, a fte r  a ll,  

o n e  w h ic h  n o  s o u l th a t  d id  n o t lo v e  c o u ld  c o m m it. I t  led , in d e e d , 

to  h o p e le ss  fa ilu r e ;  b u t  i f  I  h a d  n o t  lo v e d  G o d , s h o u ld  I n o t  h a v e  

b een  d e lig h te d  w it h  m y  fre e d o m ?  S h o u ld  I  h a v e  s p e n t m y  tim e  

as T h a v e  d o n e, p o n d e r in g  h o w  to  g e t  b a c k  u n d e r  H is  y o k e , h o w  to  

c o n v in c e  m y s e lf  th a t, in  s p ite  o f  a ll ,  H e  w a s , a n d  H e  lo v e d  m e ?  

N o , in d e e d . O f  a ll  se lfish  h o p e s  a n d  a sp ira tio n s , th e  d e s ir e  o f  

b e in g  f ille d  w it h  G o d ’s  s p ir it  is  s u r e ly  th e  m o st e x c u s a b le . T h a t  

I  k n o w  fo r  c e r ta in  th a t  n o t h in g  le ss  th a n  G o d  c o u ld  s a t is fy  m e, 

e v e n  i f  I  lo o k e d  fo r  m y  o w n  s a t is fa c t io n , m u s t s u r e ly  s h o w  th a t 

H is  w o rk s  n e v e r  (c o n sc io u s ly )  d r e w  m y  h e a r t  fro m  H im . ”

I a d d  a  fe w  lin e s  fro m  a  le tte r  w it h  w h ic h  I  s e n t m y  d ia r y , 

n e a r ly  tw e lv e  y e a rs  a fte r , to  a  fr ie n d , w h ic h  w i l l  s h o w  th e  c o n d itio n  

in to  w h ic h  I  h a d  s e ttle d  d o w n  b e fo re  I c a m e  u p o n  th e  N e w  G o s p e l.

“  I  h a v e  d ro p p e d  a ll  s p e c u la t io n  a b o u t D iv in e  P r o v id e n c e , o r  

r e lig io n , o r  a n y t h in g  e lse . D o  yo u  re m e m b e r  D o n  Q u ix o te ,  w h e n  

h e  h a d  m a d e  a  p a ste b o a rd  v iz o r  fo r  th e  b a rb a r ’s  b a s in  h e  to o k  for 

M a m b rin o ’s h e lm e t ? H e  m u st m a k e  tr ia l o f  it, an d  so  b r o u g h t  d o w n  

h is  s w o rd  on  it  w it h  a  s w a s h in g  b lo w . N a tu r a lly  th e  p o o r  t h in g  

w e n t  to  s m a s h ;  ‘ a t  w h ic h  (sa y s  th e  h is to ry )  th e  D o n  w a s  m u c h  

a b a sh e d  : b u t  p re se n tly , ta k in g  h e a rt, h e  re p a ire d  it  as w e l l  a s  h e



c o u ld , a u d  ever after rem ained satisfied that it  was a most excellent 

h e l m e t B u t  h e  m a d e  n o  m o re  e x p e r im e n t s ; n e ith e r  d o  I !

“  T h e  e n c lo se d  d ia r y  is  c h ie f ly  e m p lo y e d  in w o n d e r in g  w h y  I , 

b e in g  so  w ise , h a v e  d o n e  so  m a n y  fo o lis h  th in g s .  T h e  c h ie f  g a in  o f  

th is  la s t  ten  y e a rs  h a s  b e e n  th a t  I  h a v e  fo u n d  o u t  w h y . T h e  g r e a t  

W o r ld - S e c r e t  o f  w h ic h  p e o p le  s p e a k  is  n o t q u ite  th e  sa m e  to  a n y  tw o  

p e o p le , a n d  e a c h  m u st fin d  i t  o u t fo r  h im s e lf ; b u t  th e  c o m m o n e s t 

s o lu tio n  is  m u c h  th e  s a m e  a s  m i n e ; th a t  a  m a n  m a y  b e  a  c le v e r  

m a n  ( lik e  m e !) a n d  a  le a rn e d  m an  ( lik e  m e !) a n d  fu ll  o f  th e  m o s t  

b e a u tifu l s e n tim e n ts , a n d  a b le  to  g iv e  th e  b e st a d v ic e  ( lik e  m e !) a n d  

b e  a  i d a rn e d  fo o l ’ fo r  a ll  t h a t ! !  I t  h a s  ta k e n  th ir t y  y e a rs  o f  m y  

l ife  to  fin d  th is  o u t, b u t  n o w  I  fee l a s  i f  l i fe  h a d  n o t h in g  m o re  to  

te a c h  m e — a s i f  I  h a d  ( flo o red  * m y  p a p e r  a t  th e  e x a m in a tio n , a n d  

h a d  n o th in g  m o re  to  d o  b u t to  w a it  t i l l  t h e y  le t  m e  o u t. Y o u  c a n ’t  

im a g in e , a s  O . W . H o lm e s  s a y s , th e  c o m fo r t  i t  i s  to  h a v e  a rr iv e d  a t  

th is  c o n c lu s io n ; h o w  e v e r y  d if fic u lty  o f  l i fe  se e m s to  c le a r  i t s e l f  u p  

in  th e  l ig h t  o f  th is  d is c o v e r y ;  a n d  a ll  th e  a n x ie ty  a b o u t  o n e 's  w a s te d  

o p p o rtu n itie s , a n d  e v e r y t h in g  e lse  o f  w h ic h  th is  d ia r y  is  s o  fu ll ,  is  

‘ la id  ’ ( lik e  a  g h o s t)  b y  t h is  p r e c io u s  s p e ll. B u t  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  it  

l ie s  in  th e  p e rc e p tio n  th a t  i f  y o u  h a d  y o u r  l i fe  to  c o m e  o v e r  a g a in  

y o u  w o u ld  b e  m u c h  s u c h  a  fo o l a g a in — y o u  d o n ’t  g e t  th e  fu l l  c o m fo r t  

o f  i t  w ith o u t. ‘ H e  th a t  is  d o w n  n e e d  fe a r  n o  f a l l , ’ a n d  n o w  I  m a k e  

a  fo o l o f  m y s e lf  fro m  tim e  to  tim e , a n d  s im p ly  ta k e  i t  a s  th e  n a tu ra l 

c o u rs e  o f  th in g s , n e ith e r  a n n o y e d  n o r  tro u b le d .

“  W it h  r e g a r d  to  m y  fa ith  : as I  sa y , I  h a v e  n o t g o n e  in to  a n y  

n e w  a rg u m e n ts . I  w il l  f r e e ly  c o n fe ss  th a t  e v e n  n o w  I  h a v e  n o t 

a n y t h in g  l ik e  th e  g r a n d  c e r ta in ty  w h ic h  m a n y  w r ite r s  d e s c r ib e  th e m ­

s e lv e s  a s  p o s s e s s in g . I t h in k  i t  is  n o t in  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  m y  m in d . 

I a m  e a s ily  d a u n te d  b y  a n y  c o n tr a d ic tio n . I f  y o u  w e re  to  s ta n d  

u p  a n d  e n e r g e t ic a l ly  d e c la r e  th a t  m y  n a m e  w a s  not U ly s s e s , I  

s h o u ld  b e g in  to  h e s ita te  a n d  w o n d e r  i f  I were q u ite  su re , a n d  re fle c t  

h o w  o fte n  I  h a v e  b e e n  m is ta k e n , a n d  h o w  m u c h  m o re  l ik e ly  y o u  

w e re  to  k n o w  th a n  I ,  a n d  so  f o r t h ; a n d  I d o u b t i f  I  s h o u ld  g e t  

b e y o n d , ‘ M y  d e a r  fe llo w , I r e a lly  d o  t h in k  i t  is , ’ o r  so m e m ild  

p h ra se  o f  th e  so rt. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , 1 a m  o fte n  a sto n ish e d  a t  

th e  c e r ta in ty  w it h  w h ic h  I c a n  la y  d o w n  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  th e  C h u r c h  

to  so m e  o n e  e lse . S p i t e  o f  d o u b ts  a ll  o v e r , I b e lie v e  th a t  I  do 

b e lie v e .



“  B u t th is , e v e n  n o w , h a s  its  l im its ,  and m y  jo k e  a b o u t M a m - 

b r in o ’s h e lm e t  is  riot a ll  je s t .  I a m  j u s t  a s  c le a r  n o w  as te n  y e a r s  

a g o  th a t  th e  w o rld  is  n o t g o v e r n e d  b y  G u r y ’s M ora l Theology, o n l y  

I h a v e  fo u n d  a w a y  to  s lip  o u t  o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n  I d r e w  fro m  th e  

f a c t : a n d  I o n ce  m o re  c a n d id ly  c o n fe s s  th a t  I  d e lib e r a te ly  re fra in  

fro m  r e a d in g  b o o k s  on T h e o lo g y ,  b e c a u s e  I  am  a fr a id  t h e ir  b a d  

a r g u m e n ts  fo r  th e  tr u th  m a y  o n ce  m o re  s h a k e  m y  fa ith  in  th e  t r u t h  

its e lf . I  a m  s t i l l ,  a n d  s h a ll  b e  a ll  m y  life  in  m a tte rs  o f  r e lig io n ,  a  

v a le t u d in a r ia n ; m y  p a s t  fa ilu r e  w il l  a lw a y s  b e  a  b r o k e n  l im b , a n  

o ld  w o u n d , w h ic h  m u s t  b e  s p a re d  a n d  c a re d  fo r to  th e  v e r y  la s t .

“ T h e  c r u c ia l  te s t  o f  co u rse  is — H o w  s h o u ld  y o u  fe e l i f  y o u  k n e w  

y o u  w e re  to  d ie — s a y  in  fiv e  m in u te s  ? C o u ld  y o u  s a y , ‘ I b e lie v e  

in  a ll th e  C h u r c h  b e lie v e s , ’ as, i f  y o u  a re  a C a th o lic ,  y o u  m u s t ?

“  W e ll— to s p e a k  e n t ir e ly  w it h o u t  r e s e rv e , I  s h o u ld  n o t fe e l i n ­

f a l l ib ly  c e rta in  th a t  e v e r y t h in g  th a t  w o u ld  m e e t m e  in  th e  n e w  life  

( i f  l i fe  th e re  w e re )  w o u ld  b e  e x a c t ly  a s  in  th e  b o o k s . E v e r y t h i n g  

th a t  is r e v e a le d  to  u s  is  a n  a d a p ta t io n  to  o u r  m o d e s o f  t h o u g h t  o f  

s o m e t h in g  w e  c a n n o t u n d e rsta n d . B u t  o f  th is  m u c h  I d o  fe e l  s u re , 

th a t  I s h a ll  fin d  m y s e lf  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  lo v in g  G o d . I f  ju d g m e n t  

th e re  b e , a ll  I c a n  s a y  is — * I h a v e  b e e n  a h o r r ib le  f o o l ; b u t  fo r  a ll  

th a t  (h a rd  a s  i t  is  to  b e lie v e )  T h o u  k n o w e s t  a ll  t h in g s — T h o u  

k n o w e s t  th a t T lo v e  T h e e . ’ A n d  I am  n o t a fra id  o f  th e  r e s u lt .”

C H A P T E R  I V .

“  [ T  M A Y  B E  W E  S H A L L  R E A C H  T H E  H A P P Y  I S L E S .”

S t r a n g e  to  s a y , I  th in k  m y  re tu rn  to  th e  C h u r c h  w a s  a n  

a d v a n c e  in  m y  r e lig io u s  life . I  r e -e n te re d  a  v e r y  d iffe re n t m a n  fro m  

w h a t  I w a s  w h e n  I le ft .  I  h a d  sa id  N o ! a n d  th e  e a rth  h a d  n o t 

o p e n e d  a n d  s w a llo w e d  m e  u p : a n d  th o u g h  I  b e g a n  in  t im e  to  se e  

th a t , a fte r  a ll ,  “  w h ite  w a s  n o t so  v e r y  w h ite  a n d  b la c k  n o t so  v e r y  

‘ b la c k ,”  a s  I t h in k  B r o w n in g  s a y s  s o m e w h e re , I  re tu rn e d  w it h  a  

freed o m , a  to le ra n c e  e v e n , o f  w h a t  w e  c a l l  e v i l ,  w h ic h  is  n o t v e r y  fa r  

fro m  th e  Bhagavad G itd . I  fa s h io n e d  fo r  m y s e lf  a  sy ste m  w h ic h  I 

s t ill  th in k  is  th e  e sse n ce , th e  su m  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h : th e  d o c ­

tr in e  o f  th e  hum an  a s  w e l l  as s u p e r h u m a n  lo v e  o f  G o d  fo r  th e  so u l 

— th a t  H e  ( u n im a g in a b le  a s  i t  m a y  seem ) a c t u a lly  lo v e s  o u r  s o u ls —  

w a n ts  th e m  in  H e a v e n  as th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  H is  b l i s s ; a n d  I w o r k e d



i t  o u t  a n d  p re a c h e d  i t  a s  w e ll  a s  I c o u ld . I  fo u n d  it  u s e fu l in  d e a l in g  

w it h  s o u ls  o u t  o f  th e  p u lp it ,  a n d  i f  I  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  sa tis fie d  w it h  

m y s e lf , m ig h t  h a v e  l iv e d  a n d  d o n e  g o o d  w o r k  to  th e  en d  o f  m y  l i f e .  

B u t  a fte r  a l l  I  h a d  n o t la id  th e  g h o s ts — o n ly  s h u t  m y  e y e s. W h e n  

I  m e d ita te d  a lo n e , I  c o u ld  n e v e r  a n s w e r  m y  o w n  q u e s tio n , W h a t  

a re  w e  th e  b e tte r , h e re  a n d  n o w , fo r  th is  w o n d e r fu l lo v e  o f  G o d  fo r  

u s ?  I s  i t  a n y t h in g  m o re  th a n  a n  im a g in a r y  m e a n s  o f  s a lv a t io n  

fro m  im a g in a r y  d a n g e r s , o f  n e ith e r  o f  w h ic h  is  th e re  a n y  k in d  o f  

e v id e n c e ?  Y o u  s a y  G o d  h a s  ta k e n  h u m a n  fle sh , a n d  d ie d  to  s a v e  

m e  ? B u t , a s  a  m a tte r  o f  fa c t , H e  c a n ’t  s a v e  m e  w h e n  I w a n t  h e lp  

a n d  s tr e n g th  in  th is  l i f e ; w h y  s h o u ld  I  fa n c y  H e  w il l  d o  b e tte r  

w h e n  I a m  d e a d  ? R e v e la t io n  ? S a y  w h a t  y o u  w i l l ,  an  in te r p r e ta ­

t io n  o f  c e r t a in  p a s s a g e s  in  a n  o ld  b o o k  is  n o t e n o u g h  to  re s t  o n e ’s  

l i fe  u p o n ; w e  m u s t  h a v e  s o m e t h in g  m o re  r e a l th a n  th a t.

B e sid e s , th e  w o rld  c o n tr a d ic ts  th is  v ie w . W e  a re  to ld  th a t  G o d  

w a n ts  us— th a t  th e  w o rld  is  m a d e  fo r  th a t  p u rp o se — th a t  a ll  m e n  

s h o u ld  le a rn  to  lo v e  H im  a n d  g o  to  b e  w it h  H im  in  h e a v e n . V e r y  

b e a u t i fu l ; b u t  f in a lly — o n ce  for a l l— th e  w o r ld  is  n o t  m a d e  fo r  a n y  

s u c h  p u r p o s e ! A  m a n  w h o  c a n  a s s e r t  th a t  a n  A l l - W is e ,  A l l - P o w e r ­

fu l  C r e a to r  m a d e  th e  w o rld , a s  i t  s ta n d s , fo r  a n y  s u c h  e n d , is  o n ly  

fit fo r  a  lu n a t ic  a s y lu m . A  g r e a t  w a r  w a s  g o in g  o n ; a n d  I  

w a s  a s k e d  to  b e lie v e  th a t  “  D iv in e  P r o v id e n c e  ”  h a d  a rr a n g e d  

th e  u n s p e a k a b le  s u ffe r in g s  o f  a  w h o le  p r o v in c e  “  for so m e  g o o d  

e n d ” ; a n d  th a t  “ D iv in e  J u s t ic e ”  w a s  w a i t i n g  to  c o m m it  a l l  

th e  su ffe re rs  w h o  h a d  d o n e  a n y t h in g  w h ic h  th e  b o o k s  c a ll  s in —  

n in e ty -n in e  o u t o f  e v e r y  h u n d r e d , in  fa c t— to  e v e r la s t in g  to r m e n t 

a f t e r w a r d s !

N o ; m y  sy s te m  o f  th e  L o v e  o f  G o d  w o u ld  n o t d o ; b u t  I h a d  

n o t h in g  to ta k e  its  p la c e . T h e  w o r ld  w a s  g o v e r n e d  in  th is  h o r r ib le  

w a y , h o w e v e r  it  c a m e  a b o u t. I  m y s e lf  w a s  m a d e  in  th e  sam e in s a n e  

fa s h io n , fu ll  o f  p o w e rs  a n d  lo n g in g s  I  c o u ld  n e v e r  s a t is fy .  T h e  

C h r is t ia n s  se e m e d  r ig h t  so  far, th a t  n o t h in g  b u t C h r is t ia n it y  c a n  

s a t is fy  us— b u t  th a t  c a n n o t. F o r  G o d  c a n n o t  be g o o d , i f  o n ly  o n e  

s o u l is  “  lo s t  e te r n a lly .”  T h e  S p h in x  w a s  s t i l l  b e fo re  m e , h e r  r id d le  

as m u c h  u n g u e s s e d  a s  fo r ty  y e a r s  b e fo re .

I  h a d  g iv e n  u p  a ll  a tte m p ts  a t  p a sto ra l w o r k , a n d  s h u t  m y s e l f  

u p  a lo n e , in  th e  v a in  h o p e  o f  th u s  h o ld in g  to g e th e r  th e  fr a g m e n ts  

o f  m y  fa ith  t i l l  th e  e n d , w h e n  I  h a p p e n e d  to ta k e  u p  a n  o ld  n u m b e r



o f  th e  Review  c f  Review s, c o n ta in in g  M r. S in n e t t ’s b io g r a p h ic a l  s k e tc h  

o f  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y .  I  h a d  se e n  i t  b e fo re , a n d  th o u g h t  i t  lo o k e d  

n ice , a n d  th o u g h t  no m o re  o f  it. B u t  n o w , j u s t  a s  I w a s  lo o k in g  

o v e r  th e  fen ce , a n d  lo n g in g  th a t  i t  w e re  p o s s ib le  to  b r e a th e  th e  fre s h  

a ir  o f  th e  d e se rt w ith o u t  lo s in g  th e  sa fe  s h e lte r  o f  th e  fo ld — r e m e m ­

b e r in g  h o w  b a re  a n d  c o ld  th e  d e s e r t  h a d  b e e n , b u t  s t i l l— w is h in g —  

w is h in g — : w h y , i t  ca m e  to  m e  a s  a  r e v e la t io n , “ P e r h a p s  th e n , a fte r  

a ll ,  th e re  is  a n  a lte r n a t iv e  to  C h r is t ia n it y — a n  a n s w e r  to  th e  S p h in x  

— a  sa fe  W a y  O u t ! ”  A n d  w ith  th e  g le a m  o f  h o p e  th e r e  c a m e  th e  

c o n sc io u sn e ss  th a t  th e  lo n g in g  for fre e d o m  h a d  la in  fa r  d e e p e r  a n d  

s tr o n g e r  in  m e th a n  a n y  r e lig io n , and th a t  a ll  I h a d  b e e n  so  p a in ­

f u l ly  s t r u g g l in g  a fte r  h a d  b e e n  s im p ly  t r y in g  to k i l l  m y  re a l so u l.

I h a d  b e co m e  a  C a th o lic ,  n o t  b y  w a y  o f  a r g u m e n t. I  b e h e ld  

th e  g r e a t  I d e a  o f  a  C h u r c h , c o m in g  d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  c e n tu r ie s  

w ith  th e  T r u t h  o f  G o d , a n d  in s t in c t iv e ly  r a llie d  to  it  a s  th e  n o b le s t  

t h in g  I sa w  in  th e  w o r ld . N o w , th e re  d a w n e d  u p o n  m e a  n e w  

Id e a , g ra n d e r  e v e n  th a n  th a t— th e  N e w  G o s p e l o f  H u m a n ity , 

h u m a n ity  e v e r  e x is t in g ,  e v e r  e v o lv in g  to  s o m e th in g  h ig h e r ,  e a c h  

m a n  a  p o rtio n  o f  th e  w h o le , h is  o w n  C r e a to r  a n d  h is  o w n  J u d g e .  

H e re  I  fo u n d  a  p la c e  fo r  a ll  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  I h a d  d ra w n  fro m  m y  

o w n  e x p e rie n c e  ; a  r e lig io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  ta k e  m e  u p  fro m  w h e r e  I 

w a s  s ta n d in g  ( h a v in g , in  fact, c o m e  to  th e  en d  o f  m y  te th e r  as a  

C a th o lic )  w it h  a  fa r th e r  w a y  o p e n  b efo re  m e  a n d  n e w  h o p e s  a n d  

n e w  p o w e rs  to tre a d  i t ; g iv i n g  m e  fo r  th e  first t im e  in  m y  l i fe  a n  

in t e l l ig ib le  v ie w  o f  th e  w o rld  a s  i t  s t a n d s ; r e l ie v in g  m e  o f  th e  n o w  

q u ite  h o p e le s s  ta s k  o f  f in d in g  a  lo v in g  P r o v id e n c e  in th e  w r e tc h e d  

h a s h  o f  th e  w o r ld  a ro u n d  u s ; a n d , s t i l l  b e tte r , o f  th e  a b s u r d ity ,  

g r o w in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  o u tra g e o u s  to  m e  a s  t im e  w e n t  o n , o f  s u p ­

p o s in g  th a t th e  o r d in a r y  ru n  o f  p e o p le  c a n  p o s s ib ly  m e r it  h e a v e n —  

o r  h e ll— b y  a ll  th e  u n m e a n in g  in a n it ie s  o f  th e ir  d a i ly  l ife  h e re . T h e  

o n e  t h o u g h t  th a t  th is  p re se n t p a s s in g  life  o f  i llu s io n  is  n o t m y  first, 

a n d  w il l  n ot b e  m y  la s t— th a t, w h ils t  m y  fu tu re  is  in d e e d  in  m y  o w n  

h a n d s, n o  a sp ira t io n  to  th e  h ig h e r  l i fe  c a n  e v e r  b e  l o s t : th a t  i f  it  

d o es  n o t c o m e  to  p e r fe c tio n  in  th is  l i fe  i t  w il l  y e t re m a in  in  • th e  

so u l a s  a  g a in  fo r  th e  n e x t— w h y , th is  a lo n e  is fo r  m e  th e  G r e a t  

D e liv e r a n c e !

1 w ro te  to  a  fr ie n d  : “ T h e  N e w  G o s p e l (an d  th e  m o re  I  t h in k  

o f  it th e  m o re  tr u e  i t  seem s) is  s h o rt ly  th is . O u r  fu tu re  d e s t in y  is



n o t  s e tt le d  in  th is  o n e  l ife , n o r  in  m a n y . W e  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  l iv e s  

b e fo re , a n d  h a v e  a  lo n g  r a n g e  o f  e v o lu t io n  to  e v e r  h ig h e r  re a c h e s  o f  

s p ir itu a lit y  s t i l l  b e fo re  u s. W e  h a v e  o u r  r e w a r d s  a n d  p u n is h m e n ts  

fo r  w h a t  is  d o n e  in  t h is  l i fe  ; b u t  th e se  a re  se tt le d  n o t b y  a n y  

c a p r ic io u s  ‘ ju d g m e n t , ’ b u t b y  th e  s tr ic t  la w  o f  (as w e  m a y  c a ll  it)  

R e tr ib u t io n . W h a te v e r  c a u se s , g o o d  o r  e v i l ,  w e  s e t  a g o in g ,  m u s t  

w o r k  o u t  th e ir  e ffe c ts  o n  u s  a n d  o n  o th e r s ;  th e r e  is  n o  ‘ p a r d o n ’ a n d  

n o  p la c e  fo r  ‘ r e p e n ta n c e  ’ ; b u t  in  e ith e r  c a s e  t h e y  d o  w o r k  th e m ­

s e lv e s  o u t— th e r e  is  n o t h in g  e te rn a l a b o u t  th e m . A f t e r  d e a th  th e  

h ig h e r  p a rt  o f  th e  s o u l, w h ic h  a lo n e  s u r v iv e s ,  h a s  a  c e rta in  t im e  o f  

p e a c e  a n d  r e s t  a n d  is  th e n  re b o rn , to  g a in  fre s h  e x p e r ie n c e , u n d e r  

s u r r o u n d in g s  w h ic h  a re  d e te rm in e d  b y  th e  a c t io n s  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  

life . I t  is  h e re  th e  p u n is h m e n t  o f  s in  c o m e s  in . T h e  h o r r ib le  

p ro b le m  o f  g r e a t  c it ie s , q u ite  in s o lu b le  o n  C h r is t ia n  l in e s — th e  c r o w d  

o f  c h ild r e n  born to  in fa m y  a n d  s in — h a s  th u s  a  s u g g e s t e d  e x p la n a ­

tio n , p o ss ib le , a n d  e v e n  p la u s ib le . I t  is  th e  r e s u lt  o f  se lfish  e v i l-  

d o in g  in  a  p r e v io u s  l i f e ; a n d  th e  e n d  is , n o t  e te rn a l d a m n a tio n , b u t  

s im p ly  a  r e b ir th  in  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  w h e re  e v e r y  e ffo rt, h o w e v e r  p o o r , 

th e y  m a y  h a v e  m a d e  to  r ise , w il l  b e  c re d ite d  to  th e m  in  n e w  s tr e n g th  

fo r  th e  n e x t  t r ia l.  O n c e  y o u  g r a s p  th e  tw o  id eas, th a t  th e se  a re  n o t  

s o u ls  c re a te d  b y  G o d  e x p r e s s ly  to  b e  p u t  in to  th e s e  m is e ra b le  s u r ­

ro u n d in g s , a n d  th a t  a t  th e ir  d e a th  n o t o n ly  th e  p o o r  sh a m e d  b o d ie s  

b u t  th e  so d d e n e d , b r u ta l  m in d s  d ro p  fro m  th e m  in lu  l lie  g r a v e , to  

b e  re -m a d e  fre s h  a n d  c le a n  fo r  th e  n e x t  l i fe  o f  th e  im m o rta l s p i r i t : 

a n d  i t  s e e m s to  m e  v e r y  h a r d  n o t to  b e lie v e  i t ; i t  a ll  ‘ c o m e s  to  m e ,’ 

as  p e o p le  s a y .

“  M y  r e lig io n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  to  m e  s o  m u c h  th e  m e re  e s c a p e  

fro m  d a m n a tio n  a s  th e  m e an s o f  o b ta in in g  fo r  m y s e lf  a n d  o th e rs —  

h o w  s h a l l  I p u t  i t  ?— a  h a r m o n y  in  o u r  s o u ls— a  p o w e r  to  r e s is t  e v i l  

— a  h o p e  fo r  th e  fu tu re — an  in te l l ig ib le  v ie w  o f  o u r  p la c e  in  th e  

w o rld . I h a v e  o fte n  r e p ro a c h e d  m y s e lf  w it h  th is  a s  a  d e r e lic tio n  o f  

d u t y ; th a t  in  d e a l in g  w it h  s o u ls  (m y  o w n  in c lu d e d )  I  w a s  to o  m u c h  

im p re s se d  w ith  th e  p a s s in g  n eed s o f  th e  h o u r  to  p re ss  u p o n  th e m  

th e  m o re  im p o rta n t c o n c e rn s  o f  th e  fu tu re  (th e  ‘ b ig ,  b i g  D  ’ in  fa c t)  

an d  th a t  th u s  I  m a y  h a v e  a llo w e d  s o u ls  to  b e  d a m n e d , in  m y  g e n e r a l  

id e a  o f ' m a k in g  th in g s  p le a s a n t.’

“ N o w , i t  a p p e a rs  th a t  m y  in s t in c t  w a s  r i g h t ; th a t  to  re sto re  s o u ls  

to  p e a c e  a n d  h a rm o n y  a n d  h e lp  th e m  a lo n g  th e ir  w a y  u p w a r d s  is



in d eed  a ll  w e  c a n  d o  fo r  th e m , a n d  th a t  to  m a k e  th e m  d o  th is  o r  

th a t u n d e r  p a in  ol' d a m n a tio n  is n o t in  th e  le a s t  to  h e lp  th e m . I 

n e v e r  b e lie v e d  th a t  G u r y ’s M ora l Theology w as th e  w a y  to  g o o d  o n  

e a rth  ; n o w  I find it is  n o t e v e n  th e  w a y  to  H e a v e n  ! I t  is  a  v a s t  

co m fo rt.

“  B u t  w h e n  I s p e a k  o f  th is  c o n tin u e d  e v o lu t io n  a s  a  ‘ n e w  a n d  

la r g e r  h o p e ,’ I  s h a ll  b e  a t  o n c e  m e t b y  th o se  I am  le a v in g  w it h  

th is  a n s w e r — ‘ Y o u  h a v e  a lr e a d y  th e  h o p e  o f  H e a v e n , th e  h ig h e s t  

p o s s ib le  d e v e lo p m e n t, to  b e  g a in e d  a t o n c e  a fte r  d e a th , w it h o u t  

th is  w e a ry  ro u n d  o f  l i v e s ! Y o u  m a y  see  G o d  th e n  (an d w h a t  m o re  

can  a n y  N ir v a n a  o r  a b so rp tio n  g iv e  ?) fo r  e v e r  a n d  fo r  e v e r . ’

“  W il l  a n y  o f  th e s e  u n d e rsta n d  m e i f  I s a y  th a t  e v e n  i f  i t  w e re  

so— e v e n  i f  I h ad  th e  c h o ic e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o — I w o u ld  ch o o se  th e  r e ­

b ir th , th e  c o n tin u e d  s tr u g g le  fo r  p e rfe c tio n , g a in e d  as a  m an , 

a m o n g s t  m e n  a n d  fo r m en  ? T o  p a ss  w ith  m y  fe llo w s  b ir th  a fte r  

b irth  a n d  R o u n d  a fte r  R o u n d  th e  g r e a t  L a d d e r  o f  P e r fe c t io n ! W e  

c a n n o t s a v e  o u r  o w n  so u ls  a lo n e , as th e  C h r is t ia n  th e o lo g y  t e a c h e s ; 

a n d  to k n o w  b e tte r  h o w  to  h e lp  m a n k in d  a n d  to  b e  s tr o n g e r  to  d o  it ,  

is  m o re , fa r  m o re , th a n  a n y  se lfish  h a p p in e s s  in  th e  ‘ lo n e , s u n n y  

id le n e ss  o f  H e a v e n .’ I t  is  tru e  I h a v e  d o n e  litt le , b u t  th is  is  b e c a u s e  

a ll  e ffo rt h a s  h ith e r to  b e e n  p o iso n e d  w it h  th e  d o u b t w h e th e r  o n  th e  

w h o le  I w as d o in g  h arm  o r g o o d . I re v e re n c e  th e  n a tu ra l d e v e lo p ­

m e n t o f  e v e r y  h u m a n  so u l so  m u c h  th a t  I h e s ita te  to  la y  a f in g e r  o n  

i t  e v e n  for w h a t  se e m s o b v io u s  g o o d — so m u c h  fo llo w s  fro m  a n y  in ­

te r fe re n c e , an d  w e  k n o w  so  lit t le .  H e n c e , w h ils t  m o re  e n e r g e t ic  

m e n  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k in g  a ro u n d  m e , p r e a c h in g  th is  o r  th a t  p a n a c e a  

fo r  a ll h u m a n  ills , a n d  r e c k o n in g  m u ch  stir  fo r  m u c h  d o n e, I h a v e  

m o stly  stood  asid e , lo n g in g  to h e lp , b u t fe a r in g  le st  I  s h o u ld  m a k e  

th in g s  w o rse  in stea d  o f  b e tte r . A.nd I am  b y  n o  m e an s su re  th a t  i t  

w a s  n o t th e  w is e r  p a rt.

“  B u t in  tru th  I h a v e  n o t th e  c h o ic e . E v e r y  tim e  I p la c e  m y s e lf  

in  im a g in a t io n  (an d  it  is  v e r y  o fte n  I d o  it) a t  th e  p o in t o f  d e a th , i t  

g ro w s  h a rd e r  an d  h a rd e r  to fa n c y  m y s e lf  fo r c in g  o u t a n  41 b e lie v e  

w h a t  th e  C h u r c h  b e lie v e s ’ j u s t  to s a v e  m y s e lf  fro m  h e ll  fire ; i t  w o u ld  

be a  u se le ss  m o c k e r y  i f  it  w e re  n eed ed .

“  B u t  I am  to ld  it  is  m y  d u ty  to  g iv e  u p  th is  re b e l re a so n  to  

fa ith  ! H o w  w o u ld  m y  a c c o u n t o f  m y s e lf  to  G o d  so u n d  on  th is  v ie w ?

‘ M y  G o d , I d id  n ot on  e a rth  b e lie v e  th is  o r th a t  d o c tr in e  o f  th e



C h u r c h ; b u t  a s  th e  th e o lo g y  b o o k s  t a u g h t  it, a n d  I w a s  a fr a id  o f  

h e ll ,  I  said  I  d id , a n d  ta u g h t  so  to  o th e rs . G iv e  m e m y  r e w a r d  fo r  

s u b je c t in g  m y  reaso n  to  f a i t h ! ’ ”

W e ll,  p e rh a p s  th is  is  to o  r o u g h ly  e x p re s s e d  a n d  h a r d ly  a  fa ir  

s ta te m e n t o f  th e  c a se , p u t  i t  th e n  in  i t s  m o st re s p e c tfu l s h a p e :

“  M y  G o d , I w a s  s o  m u c h  m o re  s u r e  th a t  y o u r  r e v e la t io n  w a s  

in fa llib le  th a n  th a t  I w a s  r ig h t — I  k n e w  I  m ig h t  b e  m is ta k e n , b u t  

y o u r  C h u r c h  c o u ld  n o t b e , th a t  I  fo rc e d  m y s e lf ,  b u llie d  m y s e lf  in to  

s a y in g ,  Credo quia im fossibile  / ”

I c a n n o t p u t  i t  b e tte r  th a n  th a t , b u t  e v e n  so  it  c a n n o t  b e . P o s ­

s ib le , n a y , n o b le  in  a  S a in t  o f  th e  o ld e n  t im e  to  w h o m  th e  G o s p e ls  

ca m e  s t r a ig h t  d o w n  fro m  h e a v e n  w it h  a  m e s s a g e  w h ic h  m e n  h a d  

fo rg o tte n  a n d  h e  m u s t d e l iv e r ;  b u t i t  is  not p o s s ib le  n o w . W e 

k n o w  th a t  w h e n , m a n y  y e a r s  b e fo re , G a u ta m a  B u d d h a  p re a c h e d  

w h a t  is  p r a c t ic a lly  th e  sa m e  m e s s a g e , i t  w a s  b u t  a  r e v iv a l  o f  a n  

o ld  d o c tr in e  th e n . W e  a re  a w a r e  h o w  l it t le  is k n o w n  o f  w h a t  

C h r is t ’s  te a c h in g  r e a lly  w a s , a n d  h o w  h o p e le s s  th e  e n d e a v o u r  e v e r  

s in c e  p e rsis te d  in  b y  a ll  th e  b e s t in te lle c ts  o f  th e  W e ste rn  W o r ld  to  

m a k e  a c o m p le te  a n d  c o n s is te n t s y s te m  o f  th e  fr a g m e n ts  w h ic h  h a v e  

s u r v iv e d  to  u s  h a s  b e e n . N o , it  is  t im e  w e  c a s t  o u rs e lv e s  lo o se  fro m  

th e  s in k in g  s h ip .

A n d  th u s  l ik e  U ly s s e s  w it h  h is  o ld  c o m ra d e s , I m a k e  r e a d y  fo r  

a  n e w  v o y a g e .  “  I t  m a y  b e  w e  s h a ll  fin d  th e  H a p p y  I s le s .”  I t  m a y  

be, a lso , “ th a t  th e  g u l f s  m a y  w a s h  u s  d o w n .”  T h e  b re a c h  w h ic h  th e  

fo llo w e r s  o f  th e  N e w  G o s p e l h a v e  to  sto rm  is  s te e p  a n d  w e ll d e ­

fe n d e d , a n d  m a n y  o f  th e  fo r lo rn  h o p e s  o f  th e  a ss a ila n ts  m u s t fa ll, 

h a p p y  i f  th e ir  m o re  fa v o u re d  c o m p a n io n s  m a y  m o u n t th e  e a s ie r  o v e r  

th e ir  b o d ie s . O n ly ,  i f  w e  fa ll,  le t  i t  b e  c le a r ly  u n d e rs to o d  th a t  w e  

h a v e  d e v o te d  o u rs e lv e s , n o t for th e  a g g r a n d is e m e n t o f  m e n  w h o  

c o m e  a n d  g o  a s  sh a d o w s, b u t  fo r  th e  g r e a t  o b je c ts  o f  o u r  S o c ie t y :  th e  

u n iv e r s a l r e c o g n it io n  o f  th e  tru e  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  h u m a n ity ,  a n d  th e  

m in g l in g  o f  E a s te rn  W is d o m  w ith  W e s te rn  S c ie n c e  in  o n e  fu ll,  tr u e  

h o p e  o f  E te r n a l  L ife .

L L .  D .
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A  S A M O Y E D  S E E R E S S .

B y  K .  N o s i l o f f .

O n e  o f  m y  fr ie n d s  in  N o v a y a  Z e m ly a  is  an  o ld  S a m o y e d  w o m a n .

S h e  h as  n o  n a m e , b e c a u s e  S a m o y e d  p h ilo s o p h y  h o ld s  th a t  a  

n a m e  fo r  a  w o m a n  is  a  s u p e rflu o u s  l u x u r y ; so  w e  c a lle d  h e r  “  J o l ly  

G r a n d m o th e r .”

J o l ly  G r a n d m o th e r  w a s  th e  l i f e  a n d  s o u l o f  o u r  w in te r -q u a r te r s  

a t  M k to c h k in  B a y . S h e  w a s  b lin d  in  o n e  ey e , a n d  b u s tle d  a b o u t  

w it h  tire le ss , c h e e r fu l a c t iv it y ,  b r ig h t e n in g  o u r  h u t  th r o u g h  t h e  lo n g  

d a r k  h o u rs  o f  g lo o m y  A r c t ic  w in te r .

A t  th a t  t im e  I  h a d  n o  h o u s e  o f  m y  o w n  at th e  n o r th e r n  B a y ,  

a n d  so  s p e n t th e  w in te r  in  a  c o m m o n  S a m o y e d  h u t, n o t a  v e r y  c o n ­

v e n ie n t  h a b ita tio n  p e rh a p s , b u t  a t  a n y  ra te  v e r y  c lo s e  to  n a tu re .

T h e r e  w e re  t im e s  w h e n  a  t h ic k  c lo u d  o f  m e la n c h o ly  s e tt le d  

d o w n  u p o n  o u r  h u t .  T h e r e  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  n o th in g  to  d o . Y o u  

c o u ld  n o t s h o w  y o u r  n o se  o u t o f  d o o rs ; fo u l w e a th e r , w in d , d a rk n e ss , 

a  p o la r  n ig h t .  O n e  e v e n  g r e w  tir e d  o f  s le e p in g . T h e n  a  h a p p y  

t h o u g h t  w o u ld  s u d d e n ly  s tr ik e  J o l ly  G ra n d m o th e r , a n d  th e  w h o le  

h u t  g r e w  c h e e r fu l a g a in . S h e  h a d  a w o n d e r fu l g i f t  o f  m im ic r y . 

I  d o  n o t b e lie v e  th e r e  w a s  a n y  o n e  s h e  h a d  e v e r  seen  w h o s e  v o ic e  

a n d  m a n n e r  s h e  c o u ld  n o t h it  o f f  to  th e  life , w ith  s u c h  g e n u in e  

h u m o u r  th a t  sh e  d re w  a n  in v o lu n ta r y  s m ile  e v e n  fro m  h e r  s a v a g e  

o ld  h u s b a n d . S h e  s o m e tim e s  a cte d  w h o le  sce n e s  fo r  u s, a n d  h e r  

s u c c e s s  w a s  so  c o m p le te  th a t  s h e  fa ir ly  b r o u g h t  d o w n  th e  h o u se .

S o m e tim e s , w h e n  th e  o ld  la d y ’s  jo k e s  fo llo w e d  e a ch  o th e r  t h ic k  

a n d  fast, w e  la u g h e d  t i l l  th e  d o g s  b e g a n  to  w o n d e r  w h a t  h a d  

h a p p e n e d  to  th e ir  m a ste rs . B u t  J o l ly  G r a n d m o th e r  n e v e r  s o  m u c h  

a s  s m ile d  h e rse lf.

B e sid e s  h e r  in c o m p a ra b le  g if t  in  th is  d ire c tio n , th e r e  w a s  

a n o th e r  s id e  to  J o l ly  G r a n d m o th e r ’s  c h a r a c te r  th a t  g a v e  u s  m u c h  

fo o d  fo r  th o u g h t .  T h is  w a s  h e r  e x tr a o r d in a r y  fa c u lty  o f  se c o n d



s ig h t ,  o r  c la ir v o y a n c e . H e r  p a st  w a s  a lw a y s  a  m y s te r y  to  m e. I n  

sp ite  o f  e n d le s s  e n q u ir ie s , I  c o u ld  le a r n  n o t h in g  fo r  c e r ta in , e x c e p t  

t h a t  sh e  h a d  o u t- l iv e d  s i x  h u s b a n d s , a n d  w a s  n o w  d w e l l in g  in p e a c c  

a n d  h a p p in e s s  w it h  th e  s e v e n th .

W e  o fte n  je s te d  w it h  n u m b e r  s e v e n  a b o u t  h is  p re d e c e sso rs , a n d  

a  l iv e ly  e m u la tio n  s p r a n g  u p  a m o n g  u s  a s  to  w h o  s h o u ld  h a v e  

th e  re v e rs io n  o f  th e  o ld  la d y , a n d  th e  h o n o u r  o f  b e c o m in g  n u m b e r  

e ig h t .

S h e  h e r s e lf  n e v e r  ta lk e d  a b o u t  h e r  p a st. S h e  o n ly  la u g h e d  

w h e n  I b e g g e d  h e r  to  te ll  m e  a t le a s t  o n e  o f  h e r  lo v e -s to r ie s  a m o n g s t  

th e  tu n d ra  w a ste s . S h e  w o u ld  n o t e v e n  r e v e a l to  u s  u n d e r  w h ic h  

h u s b a n d  s h e  h a d  lo st h e r  le f t  e y e , t h o u g h  w e  m o re  th a n  o n c e  

s u g g e s te d  th a t  a n  in te r e s t in g  h is to r y  m u s t  b e  c o n n e c te d  w ith  it . 

R u m o u r  sa id  th a t  sh e  w a s  o n c e  a  r e m a r k a b le  b e a u ty , a c c o r d in g  to  

S a m o y e d  ca n o n s , a n d  th a t  sh e  w as n e v e r  lo n g  a  w id o w  b e fo re  

r o m a n tic  s to r ie s  b e g a n  to  g a t h e r  ro u n d  h e r ;  b u t  th is  is  o n ly  th e  

v o ic e  o f  ru m o u r.

T h e  o n ly  t h in g  w e  c o u ld  le a rn  fo r  c e r ta in  w a s  th a t h e r  p re se n t 

lo rd  a n d  m a s te r  h a d  b o u g h t  h e r  r a th e r  c h e a p , fo r  s o m e th in g  l ik e  a  

d o z e n  re in d e e r  a n d  h a l f  a  c a s k  o f  b r a n d y . B u t  in  th e  o ld  d a y s  h e r  

p r ic e  w a s  h ig h e r .  O n c e  w e  fo u n d  u n d e r  h e r  b la n k e t  th e  “  im a g e  ”  

o f  h e r  la te  h u s b a n d , n u m b e r  s ix .  I t  w a s  s im p ly  a  lo g , d ressed  in  

h is  c lo th e s — m altha fttn a , a n d  re in d e e r  ca p . G r a n d m o th e r  w a s  

v e r y  fo n d  o f  h im , a n d  o fte n  fe d  h im , r u b b in g  h is  l ip s  w it h  ta llo w . 

A n d  w e  u se d  to  h e a r  h e r  s in g in g  to  h im  so m e tim e s , a fte r  an  e x t r a  

g la s s  o f  v o d k a .

B u t  w e  w e re  s t i l l  m o re  in te re s te d  in  h e r  g if t  o f  se co n d  s ig h t .  

T h i s  g i f t  u sed  to  c o m e  to  h e r  w h e n  th e  fire  b la z e d  o n  th e  h e a rth , 

a n d  w e  a l l  s a t  ro u n d  i t  w a r m in g  o u rs e lv e s . J o l ly  G r a n d m o th e r  

g e n e r a lly  sa t th e re  w it h  u s, so m e  ta tte re d  g a r m e n t  o n  h e r  k n e e , h e r  

o n e  e ffe c tiv e  e y e  fix e d  o n  th e  fire. T h e r e  w e re  tim e s  w h e n  th e  

w e a th e r  q u ie te d  d o w n  a  l i t t le  o u t o f  d o o rs , w h e n  th e  w in d s  w e re  

h u s h e d , a n d  a  fa in t  r a y  o f  l ig h t  s t r u g g le d  th r o u g h  th e  a ir . T h e n  

w e  u se d  to  h u r r y  o u t to  fish  a t  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  ic e  o n  th e  b a y . W e  

w e re  e a g e r  to  k n o w  w h a t  lu c k  w e  w o u ld  h a v e , a n d  k e p t  a  c lo s e  

w a tc h  o n  G ra n d m o th e r  to  see  i f  sh e  w o u ld  s a y  a n y th in g .

B u t  fo r  a lo n g  tim e  sh e  p a id  n o  a tte n tio n  to  u s  a t  a ll ,  n o t e v e n  

n o t ic in g  th a t  w e  w e re  g o in g  o u t, b u t  sa t g a z in g  in to  th e  fire  a n d



fu m b lin g  a t  a p a tc h  o n  h e r  o ld  h u s b a n d ’s  co at. T h e n  w e  c o u ld  n o t 

h e lp  a s k in g :

“ D o  y o u  n o t see  a n y t h in g  in  th e  fire, G r a n d m o th e r  ? ”

T h e n  sh e  u sed  to  ra is e  h e r  h e a d  fro m  h e r  s e w in g , a n d  lo o k  at 

u s w it h  a  s ly  s m ile .

“ N o ;  I  d o n ’t see  a n y th in g ,  o n ly  . . . ”

“  B u t  lo o k  a g a i n ! lo o k  c a r e f u l ly ! w e  a re  g o in g  o u t o v e r  th e  

ice , to  t r y  to  g e t  so m e  fo o d  fo r  th e  d o g s ; th e  w re tc h e s  h a v e  h a d  

n o th in g  to  e a t fo r  th re e  d a y s .”

A n d  a ll  th e  tim e  w e  k e p t  t h in k in g ,  i f  w e  c o u ld  o n ly  g e t  a  w h ite  

b e a r !

B u t  th e  o ld  w o m a n  m e r e ly  c h u c k le d  a n d  sa id  :

“ O h , y o u  k n o w  I  d o n ’t k n o w  a n y t h i n g ! I o n ly  t a lk  n o n s e n s e ! ”  

B u t  w e  a ll  k n e w , a n d  h a d  k n o w n  fo r  a  lo n g  tim e , w h a t  s o rt  o f  

n o n sen se  i t  w a s . T h e n  w e  u sed  to  th r o w  a n o th e r  lo g  o n  th e  h e a rth , 

t i l l  a  b r ig h t  b la z e  sh o t u p , p r e te n d in g  to  fo rg e t  a b o u t it, a n d  g o in g  

on  w it h  o u r  p re p a ra tio n s . S u d d e n ly  G r a n d m o th e r  sa id  :

“  W e ll ,  g o ! p e rh a p s  y o u  w il l  g e t  s o m e t h in g ! ”

“  S o  y o u  s a w  s o m e th in g  a fte r  a ll, G ra n d m o th e r  ? ”  w e  a s k e d , a  

l it t le  m o re  c o n fid e n tly .

“  O h , I  s a w  so m e  re d ,— n o t m u c h . P e r h a p s  y o u  w il l  g e t  a  se a l 

o r  t w o ! ”

T h e n  w e  g o t  o u r  g u n s , a n d  w e n t  o u t o f  th e  h u t  to  h a rn e ss  th e  

d o g s . W e  d ro v e  to  th e  o p e n  sea , a t  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  ice , a n d  o fte n  

h a d  to  s it  th e re  th e  w h o le  d a y  b e s id e  th e  w a te r , fre e z in g , b efo re  w e  

c o u ld  sh o o t a  se a l. W e  d id  n o t w a n t  to  b e lie v e  in  it o u rs e lv e s , i t  

w a s  too  l ik e  a  fa ir y  ta le .

A n o th e r  tim e , G r a n d m o th e r  sa id  :

“ T o - d a y  I see  s o m e t h in g  b la c k , and a  g r e a t  d ea l o f  r e d ! ”— re d  

w e  h a d  g o t  u se d  to, it  a lw a y s  m e a n t b lo o d . A n d  w e  w e re  n o t g o n e  

h a lf-a n -h o u r  b e fo re  w e  s h o t a  b i g  G r e e n la n d  s e a l ; ju s t  a s  i f  th e  

F a t e s  h a d  b r o u g h t  i t  in  fro n t o f  o u r  g u n s . B u t  a t  o th e r  t im e s  y o u  

n e v e r  s a w  o n e  fo r  m o n th s  a t  a  t im e  or, a t  a n y  ra te , n o t w ith in  s h o t.

B u t  o u r  j o y  w a s  g r e a te s t  w h e n  G ra n d m o th e r  “ s a w ” a  w h ite  

b e a r. S h e  n e v e r  s p o k e  q u ite  o p e n ly  a b o u t  it, fo r  to  p ro n o u n c e  th e  

b e a r ’s n a m e — O s h k in — is  a  sin  fo r  a  S a m o y e d , an d  s t ill  m o re  fo r  a  

w o m a n . S h e  u se d  to  s p e a k  in  a  ro u n d a b o u t w a y , w h is p e r in g , a s  i f  

it  w a s  a  g r e a t  se c re t.



“  I  d on ’t  k n o w — to -d a y  I see  s o m e th in g  w h ite , a n d  a  lo t  o f  

b lo o d ! ”  a n d  lo o k e d  so  s ly  a b o u t  i t  th a t w e  a lm o s t  h u g g e d  h e r  for 

jo y .  T h e  h u t  w a s  s u d d e n ly  fille d  w it h  a n  a ir  o f  m y s te r y . T h e  

w o m e n  g r e w  s ile n t , th e  m en  lo o k e d  to th e ir  g u n s , a n d  g a v e  th e m  

a n  e x tr a  ru b , w h i le  th e  h u n t in g  ta c k le  w a s  b e in g  g o t  re a d y . A  

fe e lin g  o f  c o n s tr a in t  r e ig n e d . N o  o n e  w a s  w i l l in g  to  s p e a k  o f  w h a t  

w a s  in  e v e r y o n e ’s  t h o u g h t s ; b u t  a ll  th e  t im e  w e  w e re  a lm o s t  j u m p ­

in g  fo r  jo y .  W h e n  w e  w e n t  o u ts id e  th e  h u t, e v e n  t h e  d o g s  se e m e d  

to  k n o w  a b o u t it, a n d  c ro u c h e d  c lo s e  a t  o u r  fe e t. A n d  it  tu rn e d  o u t 

t r u e ! *

W h e n  th e  g r e a t  w h ite  k i n g  o f  th e  A r c t ic  ic e  la y  b e fo re  y o u  in  

th e  la s t  d e a th  s tr u g g le ,  a  fe e lin g  o f  s u p e r s tit io u s  d re a d  c a m e  o v e r  

y o u , in  sp ite  o f  y o u r s e lf .

“  W e l l ! G ra n d m o th e r — ! ”  yo u  sa id  to  y o u rs e lf . T h e  S a m o y e d s  

e x c h a n g e d  g la n c e s ; i t  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  a  s u r p r is e  fo r  th e m .

W h e n  y o u  c a m e  h o m e  to  th e  h u t, th e r e  w a s  G r a n d m o th e r ,  

lo o k in g  as i f  n o t h in g  h a d  h a p p e n e d  a t  a l l ; s i t t in g  a t  th e  fire, m e n d ­

in g  a n  o ld  g a r m e n t, w it h  th e  l it t le  c h ild r e n  p la y in g  ro u n d  h e r. 

T h e y  w e re  v e r y  fo n d  o f  h e r .

B u t  w h e n  G r a n d m o th e r  to ld  y o u  sh e  s a w  n o t h in g  in  th e  fire , 

yo u  m ig h t  g o  o r  s ta y  a s  y o u  p le a s e d , y o u  w e r e  s u re  n o t  to  g e t  a n y ­

th in g . S o m e tim e s  y o u  s a id  to  y o u r s e lf  th a t  th e  o ld  w it c h  w a s  

l y i n g ; a n d  w e n t  o n  p u rp o se  to  see . B u t y o u  m ig h t  w a n d e r  a b o u t  

th e  w h o le  d a y  lo n g ,  v is i t in g  a ll  k in d s  o f  n o o k s  a n d  c o rn e rs , a n d  

t ir in g  y o u r s e lf  to  d e a th  ; y o u  m ig h t  e v e n  se e  p le n ty  o f  g a m e , b u t  

a lw a y s  o u t o f  ra n g e , a s  i f  b e w itc h e d . W h e n  y o u  c a m e  h o m e to  th e  

h u t e m p ty -h a n d e d , G ra n d m o th e r  d id  n o t e v e n  a p p e a r  to  n o t ic e  th a t  

y o u  h a d  b e e n  o u t  h u n t in g  a t a ll ,  b u t  s a t  b y  th e  fire, w o r k in g  a w a y  

a t  h e r  s e w in g . T h e n  y o u  b e g a n  to  fe e l w ild .

I f  y o u  a s k  th e  S a m o y e d s  h o w  sh e  k n o w s , th e y  o n ly  s m ile , a n d  

s a y  s h e  “  sees ” ; a n d  y o u  c a n n o t g e t  a n y t h in g  m o re  o u t o f  th e m .

S u c h  w a s  J o l ly  G ra n d m o th e r , o f  N o v a y a  Z e m ly a ; a n d  s h e  is  

th e re  s t i ll ,  in  m y  w in te r  q u a rte rs . A n d  y e t  sh e  w a s  n o  h e a th e n , 

b u t a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  C h u r c h . S h e  u se d  to  b u r n  ta p e rs  o n  

s a in ts ’ d a y s, l ig h t i n g  th e m  h e rse lf, a n d  p u t t in g  th e m  b e fo re  th e  

ikon in  th e  c o rn e r  o f  th e  h u t. S h e  u se d  to  b u r n  in c e n s e  w h ile  I 

re c ite d  p r a y e r s ; a n d  I n e v e r  s a w  h e r  t a k in g  a n y  p a rt  in  th e  S h a ­

m a n ism  o f  th e  S a m o y e d s . S t i l l  I  m u s t c o n fe ss  th a t  G r a n d m o th e r



e n jo y e d  t e l l in g  fo r tu n e s  b y  lo o k in g  a t  th e  e d g e  o f  a  h a t c h e t  o r  a  

k n ife ,  e s p e c ia lly  w h e n  w e  a s k e d  h e r  a b o u t  o u r  fr ie n d s  a t  h o m e .

I  h a v e  m a n y  e n tr ie s  in  m y  d ia r y  o f  h e r  “ p r o p h e c ie s ”  

d u r in g  t h a t  w in te r , 1889, a n d  th e  n e x t  tw o  y e a rs . T h e r e  a re  m a n y  

r e m a r k a b le  th in g s  th e re , b u t  tw o  in c id e n ts  s ta n d  o u t w it h  s p e c ia l  

v iv id n e s s  in  m y  m e m o ry .

I n  o u r  h u t  w a s  a  l i t t le  b o y , c a lle d  N e v o ly a , th e  so n  o f  m y  

g u id e , K o n s ta n t in  V i lk i .  N e v o ly a  w a s  m y  fa v o u r ite , a n d  a lw a y s  

k e p t  n e a r  m e  th e  w h o le  d a y  lo n g .  W h e n  I  w a s  r e a d in g , h e  n se d  

to  fo llo w  th e  lin e s  w it h  h is  e y e s , a n d  i f  1 h a d  to  c le a n  m y  in s tr u ­

m e n ts  h e  w a s  a lw a y s  th e r e  to  h e lp  m e .

B u t  w h a t  in te re ste d  h im  m o s t w a s  m y  p ro v is io n  c h e s t ; w h e r e  

h e  w a s  su re  o f  f in d in g  so m e  s u g a r  o r  s w e e tm e a ts  fo r  h im s e lf .  W h e n  

I w e n t o u t o v e r  th e  ic e  w it h  h is  fa th e r; h e  u sed  to  w a it  fo r  m e  a t 

th e  d o o r, in  s p ite  o f  th e  c o ld . A n d  m o re  th a n  o n ce , w h e n  h is  fa th e r  

h a p p e n e d  to  c o m e  h o m e  w it h o u t  m e , h e  f ille d  th e  w h o le  h u t  w it h  

h is  c r ie s , a n d  n o t h in g  w o u ld  c o n s o le  h im  t i l l  I a p p e a re d  r o u n d  th e  

d is ta n t  c a p e . H e  a lw a y s  th o u g h t  th a t  I  h a d  b e e n  e a te n  u p  b y  th e  

b e a r  w h o s e  s k in  h is  fa th e r  h a d  b r o u g h t  h o m e  o n  th e  s le ig h  in  m y  

p la c e .

W h e n  th e  p o la r  n ig h t  c a m e  o n  N e v o ly a  b e g a n  to  g r o w  th in  a n d  

th e  c o lo u r  b e g a n  to  fa d e  fro m  h is  c h e e k s . H is  e y e s  sh o n e  w it h  a  

fe v e r is h  b r ig h tn e s s , a n d  h e  n o  lo n g e r  p la y e d  w it h  th e  d o g s , n o r  

s a n g  h is  s o n g s , n o r  c lim b e d  ro u n d  h is  m o th e r 's  n e c k . W e  d id  

e v e r y t h in g  w e  c o u ld  fo r  h i m ; b u t  s t i l l ,  h e  to o k  to  h is  b e d , a n d  w e  

s a w  th a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t e sc a p e  d e a th . T h e  p o la r  n ig h t  h a d  c h o se n  

h im  fo r  its  v ic t im .

S u d d e n ly ,  o n e  n ig h t  w h e n  w e  w e re  a ll  a s le e p , th e  h u t  w a s  

a w a k e n e d  b y  G ra n d m o th e r , w h o  c r ie d  o u t  th a t  so m e o n e  h a d  c o m e  

a n d  c a rr ie d  o f f  N e v o ly a .  I t  w a s  p e r fe c t ly  d a r k , a n d  s h e  w a s  

s le e p in g  o n  th e  o p p o s ite  s id e  o f  th e  h u t  fro m  N e v o ly a  a n d  h is  

p a re n ts .

E v e r y o n e  r o s e ; a  l ig h t  w a s  b r o u g h t ,  a n d  th e  h u t  w a s  s u d d e n ly  

fille d  w ith  th e  w a i l in g s  o f  N e v o ly a ’s  m o th e r . T h e  b o y  w a s  a lr e a d y  

s t i f f  a n d  c o ld . H is  h e a d  w a s  b e n t  a w k w a r d ly  o n  h is  le a n  d ir ty  

l i t t le  s h o u ld e r .

B u t  w h e n  th e  o ld  w o m a n  b e g a n  to  te ll  us, in  th e  d im  f ir e lig h t , th a t  

sh e  h a d  seen  a  c h a in  le t  d o w n  th r o u g h  a n  o p e n in g  in  th e  r o o f  o f  th e



h u t, a n d  th a t  a fte r w a r d s  i t  b e g a n  to  g o  u p  a g a in , c a r r y in g  N e v o ly a  

w it h  i t ; th a t  s h e  h a d  tr ie d  to  c r y  o u t, b u t  fe lt  c h o k e d , an d  c o u ld  

o n ly  c r y  w h e n  th e  c h a in  h a d  d is a p p e a re d  w it h  N e v o ly a  th r o u g h  th e  

ro o f, o u r  h a ir  s to o d  o n  e n d  in  s p ite  o f  o u r s e lv e s , a t  h e r  s im p le  s to ry . 

T h a t  w a s  a  n ig h t  n o t to  b e  fo rg o tte n .

T h e  se co n d  m e m o r a b le  in c id e n t  w a s  in  A p r i l  o f  th e  sam e  y e a r .  

T h i s  t im e  G r a n d m o th e r ’s  “  p r o p h e c y  ”  m a d e  u s  a ll  la u g h  a t  h e r . 

S h e  s u d d e n ly  c r ie d  o u t :

“ I  s e e  a  s h i p ! ”

“  Y o u  d e v i l ’s  d o l l ! ”  c r ie d  h e r  o ld  h u s b a n d , “  y o u  s e e  a  sh ip , d o  

y o u  ? L o o k  o u t, a n d  se e  w h a t  i t  is  l ik e  o u t s id e ! ”

A n d  o u ts id e  th e re  w a s  r e a l ly  s u c h  a  sto rm  o f  s n o w  th a t  w e  h a d  

n o t b e e n  a b le  to  g o  o u t  fo r  tw o  d a y s . A l l  th e  sa m e , v o lu n te e r s  

w e re  fo u n d  to  b e lie v e  th e  o ld  w o m a n , a n d  t h e y  s t r u g g le d  o u t  o f  

d o o rs  to  re c o n n o itre . B u t  as n o t o n ly  th e  se a  b u t e v e n  th e  s h o re  w a s  

in v is ib le ,  th e y  soon  c a m e  b a c k  a g a in  c o v e r e d  w it h  s n o w , a n d  th e  

w h o le  h u t  la u g h e d  a t  th e m .

E v e n  G r a n d m o th e r  la u g h e d , b u t  m a in ta in e d  th a t  s h e  d id  see  a  

s h ip , th o u g h  it  w a s  s t i l l  a  lo n g  w a y  o ff. W e  a l l  m a d e  fu n  o f  h e r  

s e e in g  a  s h ip  a t  th a t  t im e  o f  th e  y e a r , w h e n  e v e n  th e  N o r w e g ia n s  

p refer  to  s ta y  a t  h o m e ; a ll  th e  sa m e , w e  d id  n o t fo r g e t  a b o u t  it .  

O u r  e x p e c ta t io n s  w e r e  ra ised , a n d  w e  k e p t  h o p in g  th a t  s o m e t h in g  

m ig h t  c o m e  o f  it, a fte r  a ll .

O n  th e  n e x t  d a y  th e  w e a th e r  w a s  q u ie te r , so  w e  g o t  r e a d y  to  g o  

to  th e  n e a re st h e a d la n d  to  lo o k  fo r  th e  s h ip . W e  a rr iv e d  th e re , 

to o k  o u t  o u r  te le sc o p e s , a n d  b e g a n  to  e x a m in e  th e  h o r iz o n . T h e  

sea  w a s  a lm o s t o p e n , w it h  o n ly  a  fe w  ic e b e r g s  h e r e  a n d  th e re .

T h e r e  w e  s a t  t i l l  w e  w e re  a lm o s t  fro ze n , b u t  n o t h in g  w a s  to  b e  

seen  o v e r  th e  w h o le  w id e  sea . S o m e tim e s  w e  th o u g h t  w e  s a w  a  

sa il, b u t  c lo s e r  e x a m in a t io n  s h o w e d  u s  th a t  i t  w a s  o n ly  a n  ic e b e r g . 

S o  w e  w e n t b a c k  to  th e  h u t ,  a n d  m a d e  fu n  o f  th e  o ld  w o m a n  o n c e  

m o re ; b u t  sh e  o n ly  s a t  th e r e  s m il in g  to  h e rse lf.

O n  th e  th ir d  d a y  s h e  a g a in  s a id  th a t  s h e  s a w  a  s h ip . S o  w e  

a sk e d  h e r  to  te l l  u s  a t  le a s t w h a t  s o rt o f  a  s h ip  i t  w a s — a  ste a m e r, a  

y a c h t ,  o r  a  sc h o o n e r— fo r  w e  t h o u g h t  th a t  p e r h a p s  i t  w a s  a n o th e r  

p o la r  e x p e d itio n .

“ N o ! ”  sh e  a n s w e re d , “ it  is  n o t a s te a m e r, fo r  X d o  n o t see  a n y  

sm o k e , b u t  I  se e  a  s a il .”



T h e n  w e b egan  to ask her w h a t sort o f sails there were.

“ I don't see w ell,” she said, “ it is still ve ry  far off. I can  

hardly see It.”

W e  even threw  another lo g  on the fire, b u t she could see 

n o th in g more. W e  w ere gre atly  puzzled, and w en t b ack  to  the  

headland to lo o k out again . O n e S am oyed  even clim bed the m o u n ­

tain to g e t a better view . W e  looked lo n g, bu t could not see a n y ­

th in g. A ll w e could see was a few  icebergs off the Serebrani 

Island, w ith  so m eth in g b la ck  on them . T h is  w e supposed to  be a  

group o f walruses, and w e w ould have gone in pursuit of them  

had we not been afraid o f the weather. T h e  w in d  w as b lo w in g  o ff  

the shore and m ig h t carry our little  sloop a w ay in to the A rc tic  

O cean.

O n  the fourth m orning the old w om an said to us a g a in :

“ T h e  sh ip  is co m in g closer, and its bow sprit is p o in tin g  

straigh t tow ards us. I can see that it is a ya ch t w ith  tw o m asts, 

one b ig  and one sm aller.”

“ W ell, let it c o m e !” w e th o u gh t to ourselves.

O n  the fifth m o rn in g she s a id :

“ T h e  ship has com e! It  is quite close, b u t you  cannot see it, 

as there is so m eth in g in  the w a y .”

W e  w ent out to the headland again . E v e n  the old m an w en t  

w ith us. N o th iu g  w as to be seen at all, not a sin gle sail on the  

horizon.

B u t the icebergs had drifted in m uch closer to us, and we  

could see a w alrus here and there on them . O u r h u n tin g  in stin ct  

trium phed. W e rushed hom e and g o t ready for the chase, launched  

our sloop, and set sail across th e bay tow ards th e distant cape.

W e  rounded C a p e M ityasheff, reached the Serebrani Islands, 

and saw  the w alruses in groups on the ice. J u st as w e were round­

in g  th e last o f  the islands w e saw  a m ast behind it. W e w en t a 

little further and the w hole ship cam e into s ig h t— a N o rw egian , 

with reefed sails and w ith  a boat on the w ater close by.

W e  h ard ly believed our eyes. N on e o f the Sam oyed s had ever  

heard o f a N o rw e g ia n  ship co m in g  to N o v a y a  Z em lya  at that tim e  

o f the year. W e  row ed over tow ards the ship. T h e y  noticed us, 

and the crew  began to gather on the deck. W h en  w e cam e a lo n g ­

side, th ey lowered the g a n g w a y  for us, and w e w ent on board, shook



hands, an d asked h ow  th ey  h appened to  com e north so early. 

T h e y  answ ered that th ey had com e from T r o m s o e ; another o f  the  

S am oyed s began to ask w heth er war had broken out— an even t th e y  

were in  con stant dread of, as th e y  feared th e p o ssib ility  o f  b e in g  left  

on their desolate island w ith o u t provisions, or still worse, w ith o u t  

pow der and shot. B u t the N o rw egia n s reassured them  on th is  

point, te llin g  them  th at th ey  had n o th in g  to fear.

T h e y  in vited  us to com e dow n to th e cabin, w here th e y  supplied  

us w ith  coffee and rum . A n d , to the great astonishm ent o f  the  

skipper, I  w en t and exam ined the latest entries in h is lo g-b o o k .

T h e  old w om an was vin dicated. E x a c t ly  s ix  days before, the  

ship first reached the shore o f N o v a y a  Z em lya, under the se v e n ty-  

fiflh parallel o f  latitude. S in ce  then, she had been creep in g a lo n g  

the shore towards u s ; and, th e e v e n in g  before, th e y  had reached  

the islands, noticed the w alruses on th e ice, cast anchor, and furled  

the sails.

T h a t  w as w h y  w e could not see th e  sh ip  in th e  m orning, w hen  

th e old w om an told us th at it w as there, qu ite close, b u t hidden from  

sigh t.

(To be concluded.)

Translated from  N o vo e V re m y a  by C . J .



E A R L Y  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  A N D  I T S  T E A C H I N G S .

I .  T h e  P u r p o s e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .

W h a t  is th e purpose o f  a religion , and w hat, especially, is the  

purpose o f C h r is tia n ity ?  T o  save m en’s souls, is the com m on  

answer. T o  call them  to repentance, and to rescue them  from  th e  

snares o f the w orld and the devil. I t  m ay be th at there is m ore in  

religion  than t h i s ; that this form s on ly a part o f  th e schem e w h ich  

is included in  the tea ch in gs o f C h rist and h is disciples.

F ro m  the records o f the earliest and the greatest defenders o f  

th e faith, we find that a w ider range w as recognised then, th an  is  

n ow  th e case, and th at th e  d ogm as w hich  hardened in to such rigid  

shells d u rin g  the M iddle A g e s , and still exist, th o u gh  alm ost robbed  

o f  the life th e y  once possessed, do not represent properly th e  faith  

o f  the early C hristians.

T h e  fo llo w in g description sum s up in a rou gh form the schem e  

o f  orthodox C hristian  doctrine as it  is com m on ly understood.
4

M an kin d  has sp ru n g from one progenitor, A d am , w ho w as created  

perfect b y  G od , and placed in Paradise. H e  com m itted a  sin, 

disobeyed h is Creator, and because o f th at sin all h u m a n ity  suffers, 

for it  b ro u gh t death into the w orld. T h e r e  is thus a separation  

m ade between G od and m an, a separation o f a moral kind, an d one  

w h ich  can be overcom e. In  order to effect a reconciliation b etw een  

th e Creator and his sin n in g creation, the Son  o f G od incarnated on  

earth, passed throu gh  hum an sufferings, and finally sacrificed h im se lf  

on the cross, co m p le tin g  th e act o f  atonem ent or reconciliation b y  

his death. H e  cam e to found a k in gd o m , com posed o f those w h o  

follow  him , in w h ich  k in gd o m  th is reconciliation is accom plished. 

T h is  is the consum m ation o f  th e w ork. T h e  m eans b y  w h ich  each  

m an obtains th is reconciliation is h is faith in the one w ho reconciles. 

W ith o u t th at he cannot receive th e benefits o f th e w ork, b u t m u st  

suffer th£ result o f his ow n sin and the sin in w h ich  he w as born.



T h is  schem e is b eco m in g m u ch  m odified, and unbelievers are  

not now  so in d iscrim in ately  con dem n ed as heretofore, b u t it still 

represents the v ie w s o f the gre at m ass o f  th e  old-fashioned and less 

“  en ligh ten ed ” believers.

T h e  first th in g , then, and the m ost im portant, in  the C hristian  

religion, is to b rin g  people to a b e lie f in  th e  reality  o f  their salvation  

throu gh  Jesus C h rist, b y  w hom  th e y  are preserved from eternal 

torm ent, i f  th e y  accep t him . T h e  purpose o f  Jesus w as to lead them  

to faith in  him  and to cause them  to turn from  the d eligh ts o f  th e  

w orld to a repentance for their past sins. B y  th is faith  and repent­

an ce th ey  w ould escape from the ordinary consequences o f  those  

sins and w ould be forgiven .

T h e re  are bu t few  h ints in th e ordinary writers, or preachers oi 

sermons, o f an y other purpose. C h ristia n ity  is a m essenger from  

G o d  to tell h u m an ity  o f H is lo ve for it, and o f  th e m eans o f  atone­

m ent. It  is not a th in g  for the m ind, a th in g  to be investigated as  

a branch o f k n o w led ge, bu t to be accepted, 011 pain o f  a  terrible  

punishm ent for its refusal. It  is a  sim ple gospel, w hich can b e  

com prehended b y  th e poorest in m ind, an d all that is necessary for 

salvation is that com plete faith w h ich  receives th e m essenger w ith o u t  

question.

E v e r y th in g  in  the sacred w ritin g s them selves, ev e ry th in g  w ritten  

b y  the m ost im m ediate follow ers o f  Jesus and h is disciples, con ­

tradicts th is view . T o  them  C h ristia n ity  m eant more. I t  w as not  

a m ere ca llin g  to repentance, a dem and for sim ple faith, b u t an  

instruction in th e facts o f  m an’s nature, a te a c h in g  th a t had to be  

pondered over and to be understood. I t  w as a  science, and g a v e  

instruction to those ready to receive it, not a  m ere creed to be sw allow ed  

lik e  a  pill, in order to produce spiritual purification. “  S im p le  faith  ”  

was relegated to its proper position, as a  n ecessity for those w ho could  

not proceed beyond it, bu t not to  be ranked w ith the h igh er stage, 

w hich w as that o f u nderstandin g and kn ow led ge.

T h e  purpose o f C h ristia n ity  is sum m ed up b y  O rigen  in a  few  

words (Contra Celsum , B k . I l l ,  chap. lx i i) :

“  G o d  th e W ord w as sent, indeed, as a  p h ysician  to sinners, but 

as a  teacher o f  d ivin e m ysteries to  th o se w ho are already pure, and  

w ho sin no more.”

A g a in  in chap. lix  he says:



“ It is not the sam e th in g  to in v ite  those w h o  are sick  in soul to  

be cured, and those w h o  are in h ealth  to th e k n o w led g e and stu d y  

o f d ivin e th in gs. W e  first in v ite  all to be healed . . . and  

w h e n  those w ho h ave been turned tow ards virtu e h ave m ade  

progress, and h a ve  show n that th e y  have been purified b y  the W o rd , 

and h ave led, so far as th ey  can, a better life, then, and not before, 

do we in vite them  to participate in our m ysteries. ‘ F o r  w e sp eak  

w isdom  am o n g them  th at are perfect.” ’

T h u s  is expressed u n m istak ab ly  the dual nature o f religion , 

the prelim inary part, the c a llin g  to repentance or the tu rn in g o f  th e  

m ind to spiritual thin gs, and then th e teach in g, the science o f  th e  

inner life, the b ody o f k n o w led ge w h ich  is the h eritage o f all true  

religion s. S o  far as we can ju d g e  from history, every religion  has  

had, or has claim ed to h ave had, th is  kn o w led ge as to facts o f nature  

not open to the ordinary m an, nor obtainable b y  m eans o f the p h ysica l  

senses.

I f  there are realm s o f  nature w h ich  m ay be explored b y  those  

w ho h ave fitted them selves for such in vestigation , b u t w h ich  are not 

open to all, then th e one who can so seek for k n o w led ge m ay b rin g  

back som e o f  that w h ich  he has gain ed, in order to en ligh ten  h is  

more lim ited brethren. A ll  religion  is based upon the reality  o f  

surh kn ow ledge, upon th e reality o f  an inner life  in nature, th e law s  

o f w h ich  can be learned. It  is, above all th in gs, based on  the  

reality o f a spiritual life in  m an. A  code o f ethics by itself does not 

form a religion ; there is required, as w ell, a bod y o f  teach in g as to  

th e nature and th e destin y o f m an. A  religion  that did n o t g iv e  

som e h in t as to th e w hence o f  th e soul, or as to its future, w h en  the  

b o d y h as been left, w ould  not g ain  m uch hold on hum anity. M en  

are ever see k in g to k n o w  so m eth in g o f th e life  beyond th e gra ve,  

for an ineradicable in stin ct tells th em  that th e decay o f the b o d y  is 

not th e close o f  their existence. T h u s  it is th at in all religion s the  

future abodes o f  the m an are described. H eaven s and h ells in n u m er­

able are planned for him , som e m aterial and sensual, as in o rth odox  

M oham m edanism , others so m etaphysical and supersensual th at  

th ey are som etim es th o u g h t to m ean annihilation, such as th e  

B u d d h ist N irv& na or the H in d u  M oksha.

A re  all these stories as to m an’s future and his divin e nature  

m ere idle tales, or do they all represent, in som e distorted form ,



truths o f the inner life ? O n  their surface th e y  each con tradict the  

other. T h e re  seem s little  in com m on betw een N irv& n a and th e  

C hristian  heaven, betw een th e schem e o f  B u ddh a, in  w hich each  

m an m ust perfect h is ow n  nature b y  an alm ost endless series o f  

lives, g a in in g  o n ly  w h a t h e  has w on  b y  effort, and th at o f  the ortho­

d o x C hristian, in  w h ich  h eaven  is not w on b u t g iv e n  to all w ho w ill  

accept it b y faith. O n  lo o k in g  deeper, it m ay be th at am idst the  

different forms we shall find one truth th a t unites them . O n e  life  

is seen throu ghou t a forest, b u t it  is expressed in  m an y different 

trees and shrubs. I t  m a y  be th a t religio n s are sim ilar, in  th at th e y  

all are expressions o f a  life  w h ich  is in th e backgrou n d, and w h ich  is  

one and the sam e in  all th e m an y forms. N o  one creed could be  

absolutely true, ju s t as no one tree could  express the w hole p ow er o f  

vegeta tio n . B u t  th e  form s, how ever different, w ou ld  n ot be m u tu ­

a lly  destructive or contradictory, no m atter in  h o w  m an y directions  

they m ig h t point. T o  obtain th e fu ll truth w h ich  is th e life-force o f  

all, every possible form  m u st be in cluded.

I f  w e are to seek for the truth, w e should seek it, not in w h a t is  

special to an y creed, b u t in  th e com m on ground o f all. In spite o f  

the m an y form s o f  faith, there are certain characteristics found to be  

repeated. T h e  sam e stories are used w ith  different nam es an d a 

s lig h t alteration o f  incident, b u t in the backgrou n d  w e m ay per­

ce ive  a  com m on source, the great central T rad itio n  w h ich  is th e  

fountain head o f  the m an y branches. T h e re  is not on ly a brother­

hood o f  m an, b u t there is a great brotherhood o f  religions, and a  

rig h t perception o f  th e one w ill g o  far to the realisation o f the other.

T h is  brotherhood is not to be found in  th e extern al creeds. 

A s  th e brotherhood o f m an is based on the spiritual u n ity ,  

the inner identity, so the true brotherhood o f  religion s is to be  

so u gh t in their soul and not in their body. T h is  is the distinction  

betw een exoteric and esoteric, the outer and the inner.

T r u e  esoteric k n o w led ge cannot be revealed in  p h ysica l  

sym bols. T h e se  can m erely be used as h in ts w h ich  assist the  

aw ak en in g o f  the k n o w led ge w ith in , as points w h ich  penetrate th e  

veil, and perm it the seein g eye to glan ce throu gh. B u t there is an  

esoteric side to all religion s w hich b elo n gs to a low er plane. T h is  

is the secret teach in g  w h ich  can be transm itted orally or in  w ritin g  

from teacher to pupil.



T h a t  this is found in early C h ristia n ity, as it  is in other faiths, 

it  is m y endeavour to prove, and also, i f  possible, to g iv e  som e h in ts  

o f the nature o f those secret teach in gs w h ich  formed the real foun­

dation o f C hristian  creed. In  so d o in g  th e  w orks o f  th e greater  

C hristian  fathers w ill be used as the sources o f  inform ation. F ro m  

them  we can obtain som e clue as to th e real doctrines o f those tim es. 

It is useless to g o  to th e later writers, to the C h u rch  o f  a  few  

centuries ago, unless w e hold  the R om an  C a th o lic  d o gm a o f th e  

continued in fallibility  o f  the C h u rch . W h a t w as orthodox in  p rim i­

tive  C hristian ity, w h a t was then proclaim ed b y  the greatest defenders 

o f the faith, was in later tim es classed as heretical, w hen the faith  

'had narrowed into lim its m ore in  accordance w ith  the believers’ 

m inds.

T h e  question as to the supposed necessity for secrecy is a  

difficult one, bu t there is one reason, and it seem s to m e a  sufficient 

one, for such secrecy even w ith  regard to m an y teach in gs w h ich  

could do no apparent harm  b y  th e w idest dissem ination. W e  h ave  

o n ly  to regard th e progress o f religion s as we m ay see it  in h isto ry  

to learn this reason. A t  first som e tea ch in g is p u t forward th a t  

appeals to th e m ind o f th e m u ltitu de as true. It  is truth to them , 

and th ey enshrine it in  their hearts, and brood over it. A n d  

presently th ey build  around and upon it, en closin g it in w alls w h ic h  

hide it, until o n ly  the w alls are view ed and th e purpose o f  th eir  

b u ild in g  is forgotten. T h e n  th ey turn their attention to th e b u ild ­

in g , and im prove it  and adorn it and discuss its m erits and its  

failings, for th e doctrine w hich  once brou gh t lig h t has becom e a 

d o gm a w hich  can reflect b ack  o n ly  that lig h t w h ich  is throw n upon  

it. A n d , finally, th e casket w h ich  w as once a  shrine becom es a  

tom b for the dead truth. T h u s  it is w ith  all the doctrines, no m atter  

how  noble, no m atter h ow  true. T h e y  m ust die in tim e, i f  th e y  

once becom e part o f  a creed. T h e re  is a reason then w h y  the m ore 

exalted teachings, the divin e truths all religion s claim  to possess, 

should not be cast abroad indiscrim inately. I f  th ey are to be pre­

served' in their purity, so th at w hen m en are fitted to receive them  

th e y  m ay be freely g iv e n , th ey m ust not be laid open for everyone  

to take and degrade accord in g to his ab ility. A  truth once g iv e n  

and then killed out b y  those that received it loses its power, and o n ly  

when presented in some fresh form can it be given  again a lease o f



l i fe ; so th at if  a more real form w ere g iv e n  at an inappropriate tim e  

and allow ed to decay, as it m ust, it  could  not aga in  liv e  its fu ll life, 

for the m ind already inoculated w ou ld  be hardened aga in st it.

T h e re  are other m eans for p reservin g th e true te a ch in g  th ro u gh  

th e lapse o f a ges than b y  p u b lish in g  it abroad. T h e  one th a t is  

m ost im portant for our stu d y is th at o f  sym bolism  ; sym bolism , not  

o f figures and o f form s m erely, b u t o f  traditions and creeds, aye, even  

o f dogm as. T h e s e  are the th in g s w h ic h  h ave influenced the hum an  

m ind m ost pow erfully. Stories and traditions are carried th ro u gh  

the ages o f  history, and are never u tterly  forgotten. T h e y  b elo n g to  

the v e ry  life o f h u m an ity, and are repeated in its folk-lore and g lo ri­

fied in  its religions. E v e r y  faith  has used th e m aterials o f  its  

brother faiths, th o u gh  it has not recognised the u n ity o f th eir  

source. Som etim es it has, aga in st its w ill, been forced to see th e  

sim ilarity  o f the tales and creeds, an d then w e h ave th at venerable  

jo k e , originated in C hristian literature, apparently, b y  Ju stin  M artyr, 

o f plagiarism  b y  anticipation, on the part o f  th e devil an d h is  

assistants.

B u t dogm as ? W h a t can th e searcher after k n o w led ge find in  

th e m ?  T h eo so p h ists in  th e past h a v e  had m u ch  to say  abou t  

dogm as, and seldom  has the la n g u a g e  been one o f  approval. T h e o ­

sophy, w e are told, abhors dogm a, and teaches the rig h t o f  every  

m an to seek for h is ow n form o f b e lie f and to possess it  for him self. 

R eligio n s the T h eo so p h ist approves of, as a rule, bu t d ogm a jars  

upon him , and h e feels it h is d u ty  to figh t aga in st it w ith  m ind and  

voice. B u t there m ay be a dogm atism  in d e n yin g  dogm a, and u n i­

versal charity, i f  real, m u st enfold all th in gs, even  the m ost m aterial 

o f dogm as. W e  cannot separate religion  from d ogm a, nor either  

from the nature o f the hum an m ind, and this w e m ust recognise, i f  

w e desire to obtain a clear u n derstandin g o f  one or all. T h e r e  is  

some reason for d o gm a and dogm atism , and it is our d u ty  to seek  

for it unham pered b y  an y prejudices, even a  prejudice for the free­

dom o f  th o u gh t.

I f  a t the b ack  o f  all religious b elief there are the fountains o f  

truth, then the channels w h ich  keep those fountains open to m an ­

kind m u st be preserved. A n d  h o w  is this to be done ? I t  is safe to  

say that no idea is b ro u gh t forw ard at an y tim e w h ich  is new  

throughout. N or, 011 the other hand, can w e assum e that an y co n -



ception, religiou s or otherw ise, w h ich  has form ed a  part o f  th e  

m ental b u ild in g  o f  an y race, is th e sam e in  all points as som e other  

w h ich  had its birth  and death in som e perhaps forgotten age . In  

order th at the n ew  life, w h ich  alw ays com es w ith  th e entrance o f  a  

fresh ideal into th e  m ind, m ay be received, there m u st be som e  

points o f contact, som e lin k s w ith  the past th o u g h t. I t  cannot fall  

into a to tally  unprepared soil, and take root there. T h e s e  lin k s  

m a y be w ell n ig h  lifeless them selves, th e m ere shells o f  th o u g h ts,  

m oulds w h ich  are to be broken w ith  th e en terin g life, b u t th e y  h a ve  

their use. T h e  m istake is, and h as alw ays been, to take the sh ell  

for the substance w ith in , b u t it is also an error to fail to p erceive the  

u tility  o f  the sh ell. Tt is th e protector and the preserver. T h e  m in d  

o f m an m ay be com pared to an e g g . W ith in  are the liv in g  th o u gh ts,  

th e active forces, m ore or less form less and chaotic. T h e y  are u n or­

gan ised for the m ost part, and flow  a lo n g  their ow n ch ann els b u t  

little  under the control o f  th e thin ker. A n d  outside is th e sh ell o f  

dead though t, th e forms from  w h ich  the life has departed, le ft  

as m ental d e p o sits; for every th o u g h t leaves its m ark on th e soul.

W e  m ust a ll recognise w ith in  ourselves the ten den cy to  v ie w  

th in g s w ith  a  prejudiced eye. T h e se  prejudices are our special 

characteristics, our idiosyncrasies. T h e y  are th e dead m oulds o f  

our past th in k in g , w h ic h  cannot easily  be b r o k e n ; th ey form  th e  

sh ell o f  our m in d -e g g , and p reven t th e free expansion o f  life  

w ithin.

Is such a sh ell o n ly  a hindran ce ? W h a t w ould w e be lik e  

w ith ou t i t ?  I f  w e could look upon all th in g s w ith  a clear eye, 

untram m elled b y  our lim itatio n s o f  th o u gh t and character ? S u c h  

clear perception is one side o f  the ideal th at is set before us b y  the  

spiritual teachers o f  th e w orld. I t  is to see the truth face to  face  

and not “  as th ro u gh  a glass, d a rk ly .” T h is  glass w h ich  obscures  

is the sh ell o f  th o u gh t, and perhaps w e m ig h t suppose th at th e best 

w ay to obtain that face to face perception w ou ld  be to b reak the  

shell. But i f  w e hold to th e an alo gy o f  the e g g , w e m ay com e to a  

different conclusion. T h e  sh ell is not th e e g g , it is not th e life, b u t  

i f  w e break it  before th at life  has becom e an o rg an ic w hole, a liv in g  

creature, w e o n ly  have a n asty sp ilt liquid. A n d  for m ost o f  us, 

this w ould be true o f  th e m ind. B reak th e shell, and instead o f  the  

l iv in g  bird, the fu lly  form ed soul, w ou ld  proceed an u n con trollable



flow o f m ind stuff, ch ao tic th o u g h t. I t  is our lim itation s o f  m in d  

w hich  save us from  m adness.

T h e  true d evelo p m en t is the o rg a n izin g  o f  the contents, u n til  

the e g g  is ready to break, and th e soul, fu lly  form ed, m ay proceed  

on its ow n life, released from  th e tram m els o f  th e body. B u t th at  

is far aw ay in th e future for us, w ho h ave not y e t  p u t in decent order  

th e little  part o f  our m ind o f w h ich  w e are fu lly  conscious. W e  

h ave to proceed step b y  step.

In its details the m ind repeats th is characteristic. Its ideas, its  

form s o f  belief, h a ve all their protectin g shells, th eir d o gm a tic  

external. T h e  true reform er does not in d iscrim in ately  sm ash th e  

shells, he q u icken s th e  life  w ith in , and w h en  the tim e com es, th e  

shells are cracked b y  the gro w th . T h is , it  seem s to me, is th e true  

m ethod o f proceed in g.

H o w  is it that people h ave fo u g h t for th eir d o gm as as th ey h ave  

fo u g h t for n o th in g else ? T h e y  h a ve felt th e life  w hich tru ly  w as in  

them , alth o u gh  th e y  h a ve  not kn o w n  th e nature o f  th at life. T h e r e  

m ust be so m eth in g behind th at strenuous endeavour to preserve  

those dogm as w h ich  seem  the very m um m ies o f  belief. L o o ked  at  

from  an outsider’s point o f  v ie w  there is a  purposelessness th at is  

alm ost a p p a llin g  in th e creeds o f the w orld’s religion s. T h a t  m en  

should h a n g  on to  those form s as th eir dearest possessions appears 

incredible. T h e  ideals g en erally  acco m p a n yin g them  are grand , 

but it  w ould seem  that th a t should on ly throw  th e lifeless lu m b er  

more com p letely on one side. It  m ay be th at th e unconscious per­

ception o f truth  lies behind all this fig h tin g  for u n in telligib le  

doctrine, th at th e  true cause o f  this is the unrecognized intuition o f  

the future w h ich  is to b rin g  the fu ll illum ination .

In  connection w ith  th is vie w  w e h ave th e  old  division  g iv e n  b y  

S t. P au l and expan ded by som e o f  his follow ers— th e division o f  

C hristian te a ch in g  w h ich  follow s out the great triple classification  

th at is the keyn o te o f C h ristian ity. C h ristia n ity  is not alone th e  

word o f  F a ith  ; beyond th at is K n o w led ge , and beyond th at a g a in  is  

W isdom . F o r  the ordinary m an, unable or u n w illin g  to seek for 

kn ow led ge, faith  w as necessary. It  w as th e groundw ork, th e  

foundation, b u t not th e  bu ild in g.

T o  quote O rigen , once more (Contra Celsum y B o o k I, chap. 

x iii):



“  It is, in agreem ent w ith  the spirit o f  C h ristian ity, o f  m uch  

more im portance to g iv e  our assent to doctrines upon grounds o f  

reason and w isdom  th an  that o f faith  m erely, and it w as o n ly  in  

certain circum stances that the latter course w as desired by C h r is ­

tian ity, in order not to leave m en altogeth er w ith ou t help.”

T h is  division corresponds to the threefold m an, body, soul, and  

spirit. F a ith  is the action o f the spiritual life in the grossest o f  the  

sheaths o f  the m ind, the p hysical b o d y ; kn o w led ge com es w hen  

the pow ers o f the soul are aw akened, and the m an perceives, th o u gh  

still o b s c u r e ly ; w h ile  w isdom , the last o f the three great gifts, is the  

fulness o f the spiritual lig h t, the m an clothed in the h igh est o f  h is  

robes, the purified spiritual body. T h e n  o n ly  is the consum m ation  

o f true life attained.

T h e  purpose o f C h ristian ity  is not, then, the g ift  o f faith, or 

the reward w h ich  is to be obtained b y  faith. It  is a greater ideal 

that is presented. F aith , the tu rn in g  o f  the earth ly m an to the  

first g lim m erin gs o f the inner lig h t, the a w a k e n in g  Christos, leads  

to kn ow led ge, w hen he knows h im s e lf as not m erely a ch ild  o f  

earth, but the possessor o f  the pow ers o f  the soul, and becom es  

the “  sk y-go er.” B u t greater than these is the fulness o f  the  

spiritual life w hich  is reached b y  W is d o m ; for then is the great  

victo ry w on. N o  lon ger on the ocean o f birth and death, as a  

wanderer, not k n o w in g  either the go al or th e startin g place, he h as  

attained to the changeless and the eternal k in gd o m ; the kin gd o m  

o f C h rist, or o f H e a v e n ; call it b y  an y name, it is the great  

abode, the prom ised land o f all religions, where the ch an ges o f  the  

d ay and n ig h t are not.

T h is  is the gospel o f C h ristian ity, bu t it is not the gospel o f  

“  S a lva tio n  b y  C re d u lity .”

A . M . G .

(T obe continued.)



T r a n s l a t e d  b y  B. K.

(iContinued from  p . 55.)

C X X X V I I I .

L ib er Occultationis est ille  qu i describit librationem  bilands. T h u s  

commences the Sepher D tzenioutha  or the Book o f Occultism , the book  

o f dogmas o f the Zohar, the most sublime treatise on T h eo lo gy in the  

world.

It is thus, according to the very text I have ju st quoted to you, the  

book which describes the equilibrated m ovem ent o f the balance. O f  

what balance?

B ila n x qua pendit in  loco qui non est. O f  the balance whose scales 

are everywhere and centre nowhere. Antiquam  bilanxesset non respiciebat 
facies ad faciem : Prior to the conception o f this balance, one does not 

conceive the conserving law o f  m ovem ent and o f  life: the law o f  

universal analogies represented b y  the mysterious num ber o f  the  

ogdoad. T h e  eighth key o f  the T arot represents Justice holding this  

balance in equilibrium. I t  is sovereign justice, as one sees from its 

crown; it is not the justice o f men, for it is not blind. T h e  number 

eight recalls to our minds b y  its shape the ser­

pents o f the Caduceus. I t  represents life: one  

and twain, consequently threefold, because in  

\  y  this figure one can con-

/ C /  ! ceive o f three unities.
/  \  It  represents also B ein g

• '  and Life. Y o u  find it

/ *n every sense in the  

\  x  ! /  p a n t a c l e  o f  T h e b e s ,% • • • • • •  f
*\ ; : y t  where it indicates the

/  < form o f the letters and the

numbers. It  has for its square two squares,

which are in all their power; its cubic form



gives twelve squares, again a figure o f B eing and o f Life, o f stability  

and o f movement.

T h e  ogdoad also represents the Eternal, because it is eternally  

adding one to seven, that is a b egin n in g to every end, a re-birth after 

every death, a dawn after every night.

December 2nd.

F o c u s into one all that I have said to you about the quaternary  

and the binary, explain the one by the other and you will have the law  

o f creation in form and the b egin n in go f all real physics. A ll equilibrates  

itself in nature and everything can be represented by two cubes, balanced  

the one by the other. E very  harmony results from the analogy o f  con­

traries; every w eight is supported b y  an equal counter w eight; every  

force has for its point da pp ui a resistance o f equal m agnitude. T h e  s ix  

represents antagonism, because two triangles do not at once find their  

mutual equilibrium, but it is not thus with two squares, which cannot 

struggle one against the other, for they represent motion only when  

inscribed in a circle, and alw ays give by their combination regular  

figures, especially if one makes use o f solid figures, such as cubes o f  

cardboard or o f wood. T w o  together give a parallelogram w hich  

will rest on the ground in any direction, while two triangles w ill 

give a lozenge, impossible to balance on its angles, and whose upper  

part w ill hang over i f  placcd ou one side, thus:

T h e  ogdoad, while thus representing motion, is yet also and above  

all the symbol o f stability. T h is  figure thus reconciles the opposed 

laws o f nature. It  explains eternity b y time, faith by knowledge, God  

b y man. I t  is for this' reason that the 8 is the number o f J. C., the  

m an-God and universal mediator whose com plete number is 888, as 

that o f the A nti-christ is 666. A n d  for this you have ju st seen the  

reason.

M a d n e s s  is even more sad than d eath ; for death is a passage and 

madness an impasse. It is a syncope o f the reason, which ju d gm en t is 

forced to abandon, because the w ill has fixed itself in the absurd. T h e  

souls o f madmen resemble those personages in the fable who have been

C X X X I X .

C X L .



changed into statues b y  the Gorgon, in the very attitude they were in 

when they unhappily looked thereon. T h e ir  thought is a bad coin, 

w hich N ature has nailed on her counter that it m ay circulate no more. 

I understand therefore all your suffering. G od is tryin g you, m y friend, 

because he seeks to m ake o f you a wise m a n ; and yet do not let us 

thin k that G od him self chooses our sufferings for us. H e  does not do  

ill to some in order to brin g good to others. H is providence w alks  

peacefully b y the w ay of eternal order and justice. Suffering is inevi­

table for a ll; but it is an evil only for the unjust; for others it is a 

good. W hat for one would be despair, is for another a trial and conse­

quently a hope.

December 6th.

[Letter C X L I  is purely personal.]

C X L H .

T h e  ogdoad is the number o f Justice. N ow  what is Justice ? I t  

is the action o f the reason guided by truth. Recall the s ta r : B eing—  

T ru th — R eality— Reason— J ustice.

T h e  common herd understand it otherw ise; and for them Justice  

is either a virtue which renders to each what is his due, or a pow er  

which rewards and punishes.

T h e  sad reality modifies this last point in the sense that the Justice  

o f the Courts, what is properly termed human justice, punishes and 

does not reward.

Therefore its mistakes cannot be expiated. It sends Lesurques to  

the scaffold and does not rehabilitate him.

W herefore is th is  so? Because our actual ju stice is an expedient  

and not a reason, a force and not a power. Because Society slays in 

its own defence and deems itself in the right because it is the stronger. 

I f  it can be mistaken, since it cannot make good again, it must expiate. 

N ow  it can only expiate by abdicating. T h e  justice o f  the old world, 

is the old right o f  w ar: V a ev ictist
T h e  “ ideologues” o f our day, who speak or write against capital 

punishment, give me the impression o f some honest quaker who should  

go to a battle-field to cry out to the generals and soldiers: “  Brothers 1 
I t  is forbidden to kill one’s neighbour 1 T h o u  shalt not kill I . . .” 

I f  capital punishm ent were abolished to-morrow, one would have to 

send the whole o f the magistrature to the galleys for com plicity in 

m u rd er!

Capital pu n ish m en t! Som bre and terrible question I Base o f  an 

old social edifice, which would crum ble entirely to pieces i f  the scaffold



were overthrows ! For the executioner supports the earth, as th e devil 

supports heaven! Behold in two words the program me o f the  

condemnation o f the old w o rld !

December n th .

C X U I I .

B e f o r e  the eternal Reason there is not even restitution to be made. 

O ne does not render, one leaves to each what belongs to him.

N o th in g is good except in its proper place and everything that is 

out o f place is an obstacle to life. T h e  exercise o f justice is thus that 

o f the sim plest reason.

Property ill-acquired profits one not. T h is  is one o f  those proverbs 

which are axiom s w orthy o f eternal wisdom.

I f  evil could m ake us happy, w e should do well to do evil. I  have  

dared to say this in m y Fables et Sym boles, the most daring and the  

most profound o f m y b o o k s; and it is pure truth. L et us not, however, 

confuse between happiness and the delirium  o f intoxication. Som e  

miserable wretch steals, with the m oney stolen he gets drunk and  

laughs stupidly, grow ling out that he is the happiest o f men . . . .  

but who then would dare to envy him his awful happiness ?

Lacenaire, one o f the most intelligent evil-doers o f our century, 

w ro te: “  Behold m e ! I have lived 1 I lived w aiting for the hangm an ! ”  

T h is  was how he had liv e d : w aiting for the hangm an, and d ra g g in g  

this nightmare from drunken bout to drunken b o u t!

O  holy and inevitable Justice, one must be mad not to recognise  

th ee! A n d  here, m y friend, I  will recall to your mind a beautiful 

allegory from the B ib le : God causing the manna to rain in the desert 

upon all. It had to be gathered at h is time. Som e took more, som e 

less, but the overplus beyond the right am ount decomposed and the  

incomplete measures filled up o f them selves. W hen, then, shall the 

book o f God cease to be a closed book to men ? M y friend, you  speak  

to me o f the terror o f a swimmer findiug him self alone in mid o ce a n ! 

A n d  in sayin g this you thought o f yourself! - . . and I then, who  

w ill remember me if  you forget me, one whom the spirit holds  

suspended between such immensities, such abysses ?

[To be continued.)



A l t h o u g h  I should be quite justified in holding over the two  

following letters till Mrs. Besant’s return, I insert them. Les absents 
ont toujours tort / G . R. S. M.

C in c i n n a t i ,

March is t, 1895.

To the E ditors o f L u c ifb r .

On page 442 o f the Feb. L u c if b r  occurs a statem ent by M rs. 

Besant regarding m yself that is untrue, and therefore entirely m is­

leading. I  am made to express the conviction that Mr. Judge is g u ilty  

as charged b y  Mrs. Besant, and that he has been so severely punished  

that he will “  do it no more.”  I never had, nor have I now, any such  

conviction o f Mr. Judge’s guilt, but on the contrary, I  believe him  

entirely innocent o f  w rong-doing, and the subject o f  a relentless perse* 

cution, conceived through misapprehension, but followed b y  a zeal that 

is blind and unreasoning, and therefore full o f all uncharitableness. 

A s  I  am being sim ilarly mis*quoted elsewhere, I trust that this plain  

statement w ill leave m y position on these matters in no uncertainty. 

I trust I  m ay be perm itted to express m y profound sorrow that the  

m agazine founded b y  H .P .B . should be so largely  devoted (nearly forty  

pages) to bitter denunciations o f one whom I have reason to know  

possessed during her lifetim e her profound love, her w annest gratitude, 

and her entire confidence. T h ere seems nothing left o f L u c if b r  but 

the name.

V ery respectfully,

J. W . B u c k . M .D ., F .T .S .

[A re we to believe that H .P .B . gave W . Q. Judge a certificate for 

all time ? A re we to ju d g e o f facts as they are, or are we to go b y  w hat 

some one said at some tim e about som ebody else ? W as not the prime 

object o f L u c if b r  to throw ligh t on hidden places ? Is  it not better to



turn the search-light on to the dark corners in the Theosophical land­

scape ? W hether these dark spots are in the domain o f  others, or in 

the dw ellings o f  the Editors o f L u c if e r , tim e w ill show.— G . R. S. M .]

62, Q u e e n  A n n e  St r e e t , 

C a v e n d is h  S q u a r e , W .

March ijth , 1893.
G . R. S. M ead , E ditor o f L u c if e r .

S ir ,— I have ju st finished your remarks in the March issue o f  

L u c if e r  concerning the articles signed “ C h e -Y e w -T sa n g .” Concern­

in g  Mr. H argrove’s share in the m atter I  do not here speak, although  

I hold that it is perfectly within the legal and moral right o f an y man 

to m ake use o f a pseudonym . I  also know that you deliberately and  

obstinately deceived yourself, asserting that C h e -Y e w -T sa n g  m ust be 

an A dept, although Mr. H argrove was careful to write you that he  

spoke w ithout the least authority. I observe that you carefully select  

your extracts, and do not give the context o f  his letters.

W hat I  am concerned w ith is the w holly unjustifiable m anner in 

which you introduce Mrs. K eigh tley ’s name. I t  m ay be w ithin the  

ethics o f L u c if e r i a n  journalism  or m agazine-editin g to introduce  

publicly the name o f  a lady who has taken no public action in the  

matter, but you, however, have exceeded even this lim it in the in sin u ­

ations you make.

Mrs. K eigh tley  told you in m y presence, before the second article  

appeared, that though she had truly said she did not tn n w  the personal 

identity o f  C h e -Y e w -T sa n g  when you first asked her, she now knew  

who he was. Mrs. Besant was informed im m ediately on her return  

from the Chicago Congress, and it was by her express desire (reiterated  

in her letters from India) that you were not told.* Mr. Judge was not 

told until m uch later, and for your information I m ay add that he e x ­

pressed the decided opinion that you should be told. Mr. H argrove  

was w illin g ; Mrs. Besant was not. On the one occasion that you m en­

tioned the matter to me, I  replied : “ I  am not able to tell you,” for Mr. 

H argrove had not then given his permission.

It  appears that your memory is as con ven iently defective as the  

postal arrangem ents both into and out o f your office are lackin g in 

accuracy.

I m ay conclude b y  sayin g that it is only m y respect for the prin ci­

ples o f  Theosophy, and the fact that you are using another person’s 

property to m ake your excuses for having, as you now  think, deceived and

* This last statement has been expressly and emphatically denied by Mrs. Besant 
in recent letters.— B. K.



stultified yourself, w hich prevents your bein g served w ith a suit for 

libel. I  give you now fair notice that m y forbearance will not extend  

over a similar abuse o f your editorial position in the future.

Yours truly,

A r c h ib a l d  K e i g h t l e y .

[D r. K eigh tley's angry letter appears to me to be too ridiculous to  

need a reply.— G . R. S. M .]

To the E ditors o/”LuclFER.

D e a r  S ir ,— It is with extrem e reluctance that I  find m yself drawn  

into any personal controversy w ith  Dr. A. K eigh tley. But in his letter  

to The Irish Theosophist o f March 15th, he repeatedly mentions m y  

name, and as my silence m ight seem to endorse his statements, I feel 

it a duty to correct some erroneous statem ents as lo facts within m y  

personal knowledge.

W ith  regard to Dr. K eigh tley ’s version o f the legal procedure in 

such cases, I can only say that he is m istaken as to som e o f the facts, 

and states others w ithout the necessary qualifications which, i f  stated, 

would very m aterially alter their bearing upon the points at issue.

A s  regards the number o f pieces o f evidence, Mrs. Besant’s brief, 

etc., members w ill in due course have the whole o f  the evidence in 

their hands, and can ju d ge for themselves. But I  m ay be permitted to 

state o f m y own know ledge that the three members who pledge their  

honour “ that it contains under a dozen pieces o f evidence,” must either 

have forgotten their arithm etic or been g u ilty  o f gross carelessness.

I  was present at Richm ond in July, 1894, on the occasion referred 

to b y Dr. K eightley. Mrs. Besant did not “  promise Mr. Judge that he  

should have copies o f all the evidence ” in the sense o f any undertaking  

to provide him with such. N o such promise, nor an ythin g approaching  

it, was made b y  her, and Mr. Mead confirms m y recollection as to this. 

T h u s the facts are erroneously stated b y  Dr. K eigh tley, and a colouring  

is added to them w hich practically conveys an entirely incorrect idea  

o f what took place— at least to the best o f my recollection, in which I  

am confirmed by Mr. Mead, who was also present.

W ith regard to the further statem ents as to what took place at 

Richmond, Mr. Mead has made his own statement, and m y recollection  

entirely agrees with his, and differs radically from w hat is stated b y  

Dr. K e ig h tle y ; and the same is the case in regard to what took p lace  

at the meeting o f the Judicial Comm ittee, as to w hich m y m em ory is in 

entire accord with what has been stated by Mr. Mead and borne out  

by Messrs. Kingsland, Firth, and Sinnett.
6



W ith regard to the question o f the sending o f Mr. Judge’s circular 

o f Novem ber 3rd to the press, Mrs. Besant’s statem ent (as quoted b y  

Dr. K eightley) is that it was “  sent to an expelled m em ber o f th e E .S .T .  

in India." Q uoting this, Dr. K eigh tley  assumes the appearance o f  

questioning Mrs. Besant’s statement. But he speaks only o f the publica­
tion o f the circular in  Lotidon in The W estm inster Gazette, and ignores 

entirely Mrs. Besant’s statem ent as to its publication in India. T h e  

fact is that the circular in question was published in the Bom bay Times 
o f India  the same w eek in which the mail brin ging it arrived there, 

and before The W estm inster Gazette containing it reached India at all, 

with an accom panying letter from an expelled member, and one known  

to be such to both Mr. Judge and his agent in London. Verb. sap.
Dr. K eigh tley demands, on behalf o f Mr. Judge, that all statem ents  

and documents should be supported on o a th ; but one o f the striking  

features o f his present letter, as also o f the numerous other pam phlets  

and statements circulated in support o f Mr. Judge, is the remarkable 

number o f assertions and statem ents made, not m erely unsupported b y  

oath, but avow edly upon mere hearsay evidence, and that often o f the  

flimsiest description.

In  conclusion, I  should like to recall the minds o f members to the  

real points at issue. Mr. Judge and his friends have sought, and are 

seeking, to obscure the real question b y  raising numbers o f side issues 

and clouds o f accusation and talk which have no bearing upon that 

question, and serve merely to confuse and mislead the minds of  

members. T h e real issues are th e s e :—

1. W hat has Mr. Judge to say in direct reply to the charges brought 

and evidence produced against him last July, copies o f which have been  

in his hands since that date, parts o f which have been made public in 

The W estm inster Gazette, and the w hole o f which w ill soon be in the  

hands o f each m em ber?

2. W h y did Mr. Judge, if  he has a satisfactory answer and defence 

to these charges and evidences, evade producing them last year before

the Jury o f Honour proposed b y  Mr. Burrows?
Yours sincerely,

Be r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y .

T h e  following communications have been received. In  the 

absence o f Mr. M ead I  insert them in L u c if e r . T h e  proposed 

Special Convention has been abandoned ow ing to the lateness o f Mrs. 

Besant’s return, but arrangements w ill be made for placin g the evidence  

in proper form in the hands o f all members o f this section as soon as 

possible after Mrs. Besant’s return.— A . M. G .



Ja n . soth , 1895.
70 the President Founder Theosophical Society.

D e a r  S ir  a n d  B r o t h e r ,— I have to request that you w ill furnish  

me with the docum ents on which were based the charges preferred b y  

me last Ju ly against Mr. W . Q. Judge.

A  proposal has been made to call a Special Convention o f  the  

European Section, Theosophical Society, on m y return to Europe, for 

the purpose o f discussing the attitude to be taken by the Section  

towards this c a se ; and there is a general demand for thie production  

o f these papers for the information and guidance o f members. I  

therefore request you to again place them  in m y care.

Yours fraternally,

A n n i e  B b s a n t .

O o t a c a m u n d .

Feb. 21st, 1893.

M rs. A n n ie Besant, F .T .S .
D e a r  C o l l e a g u e ,— A fter mature reflection I have decided to  

com ply with the request contained in your letter o f the 20th ult., as it 

seems reasonable that the delegates in the approaching Special C on­

vention of the European Section should be allowed the opportunity o f  

know ing the evidence upon which your charges against the V ice -  

President o f the Theosophical Society were based, before com m itting  

them selves b y formal vote to a recommendation to me o f specific official 

action in the case. I  wish it known at the same tim e that, since they  

came into m y possession after the abortive m eeting o f  the Judicial 

Comm ittee, I have had them under lock and key, and nobody has been  

allowed to copy or even read th em ; furthermore, that the copies and 

facsimiles made by Mr. Old were taken w hile they were in h is custody, 

in the earliest stages o f the enquiry, and published w ithout m y con ­

sent or by lawful authority. T h e  issue not h avin g been tried, I  

considered it im proper to give them publicity unless new and im pera­

tive contingencies should arise. Such is now the fa c t; and, as it is 

evident that the case can never be equitably settled without the  

circulation o f these papers, and as Mr. Judge com plains that he has not 

been permitted to see them, m y present decision is reached.

Before you sail I shall confide the docum ents to your custody once  

more, on the conditions o f their return to me intact on m y arrival in  

London in June, o f your p lacin g your statem ent and the evidence in  

the hands o f the General Secretary o f the European Section for dis-



tribution to Branches and members, and o f his supplyin g a certified  

copy o f the evidence to Mr. Judge for his information and use.

Fraternally yours,

H . S. O l c o t t , P  T .S .

B e n a r e s  C i t y , N .W .P .

March 20th, 1895.

To G . R . S . Mead, E sq.

D e a r  S ir ,

H avin g  received the follow ing note from Mr. Lindsay w hich  

deviates from truth, and as he informs me that he has the intention o f  

m aking it public for the defence o f Mr. Judge, thus g iv in g  m isleading  

statements, you will greatly oblige me by inserting the follow ing in 

L u c i f e r  and the Vahan. Mr. Lindsay w rites:—

“  Y ou told me that before H . P. B. died, she showed you a box  

wherein was Master's seal, and that im m ediately after H . P. B.’s 

death you took the b o x with the M aster’s seal in it into your keeping, 

and that the box was not in anyone else’s hands till given  over b y  you  

to A n n ie  Besant on her return from Am erica. W hen the b o x  was 

opened by A n nie Besant, the Master’s seal was not to be found in it, 

and all this took place before Mr. Judge cam e to E n glan d ,”

Now, the true facts are the fo llo w in g :—

H . P. B. never shewed me the seal above named. I  did not even  

know o f its existence. I  had seen the impression o f the seal durin g  

H . P. B.’s life-time, but not the seal itself, and I  believed these im pres­

sions to be from a genuine seal b elo n ging to the Master.

A fter the death o f H. P. B., when Colonel Olcott came to London, 

he made enquiries about the seal and told us how the seal was made  

under his directions in the Punjab and then given  by him to H . P. B .

In the presence o f many people I was asked if  I had ever seen the  

seal, and I replied “  N o,” that I had searched d iligen tly  and m inutely  

for various articles belongin g to H. P. B. after her death, thus ob eyin g  

certain instructions given b y her to me, but I  had found no seal am ong  

her things. H . P. B .’s property, which I  had thus collected, I handed  

over to A nnie Besant on her arrival in E n glan d  from Am erica.

W hat Mr. Lindsay writes tallies so entirely with the experience o f  

Bertram K eightley, that I think Mr. Lindsay in his eagerness to defend  

Mr. Judge has got sligh tly  confused in his mind.

Bertram K eigh tley has said in the presence o f several w itnesses  

that iu the year 1888, in Lansdowne Road, he saw this seal in a b o x w hich



H . P. B. requested him to get out for her, and she told him that it was 

a flapdoodle o f O lcott’s.

False statements are alw ays mischievous, and so I have felt it m y  

duty to relate facts as they have really occurred and in confirmation o f  

which I  could b rin g forward m any witnesses.

Yours faithfully,

C o n s t a n c e  W a c h t m e is t e r .

W e are glad to be able to endorse the above statem ent o f Countess 

Wachtmeister, that no seal was found after H . P. B .’s death. W e, w ith  

Ilf r. Mead, were present when Countess W achtm eister made the search  

referred to, and after everything had been carefully exam ined, all 

cupboards, drawers and boxes were sealed up in our presence until Mrs. 

Besant’s return. T h e  Countess W achtm eister never exam ined an ythin g  

except in our presence and that o f  Mr. Mead.

Is a b e l  C o o p e r -O a k l e y .

L a u r a  M a r y  C o o p e r .

W ith regard to the seal, I  was present when the Countess denied  

having ever seen it, though she had seen impressions o f it, as she has 

stated above. In  1888, 1 saw the seal itself at Lansdow ne Road, in a 

box which H . P. B. requested me to get out o f her wardrobe for her, and  

in reply to a "question, she told me that it  was a flapdoodle o f O lco tt’s.

I  agree w ith Countess in th in kin g that Mr. Lindsay has confused  

events, and ascribed to Countess what really happened to tne at an 

earlier date.
B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y .



T h e  A m e r ic a n  C o n v e n t io n .

O w in g  to the division o f opinion in the Section, it w ill o f course  

be out o f the question to send a representative to the forthcom ing  

Am erican Convention. In the name o f the Section, I can do no more 

than send a letter o f cordial greeting to our brethren, with fervent 

wishes for the wisest outcom e o f their deliberations. In these greet­

ings and wishes w e can all share; but that any one should represent 

us as a sin gle body o f one mind is out o f the question.

G. R. S. M ead , General Secretary.

E u r o p e .

T h e  Scandinavian Sub-Section held its Convention at the end o f  

January, at which Mr. G . Ljunstrom  read a paper on “  Some T h o u gh ts  

on Theosophical M atters,” and Dr. Zander read a translation o f M r  

Fullerton’s paper “ T h e  necessity o f Illusion in Devachan,”  a discus­

sion following. T h e  seventh anniversary o f the foundation o f the  

Society in Stockholm  was celebrated on Sunday, February ioth. T h e  

num ber o f members in the Sub-Section was reported as 381.

Mrs. Besant is to lecture on her return at St. James’ Hall, on Saturday, 

A pril 27th. T h e  tickets can be obtained from 7, Duke Street, A delphi, 

and the ticket office at the H all. Mrs. Besant is to give a num ber o f  

lectures at the B lavatsky Lodge during the next session, the first, 

dealing with the present trouble in the Society, being open only to 

Members o f the Society and Associates o f the Lodge.

Mr. Bertram K eigh tley has returned from India, arriving earlier 

than was anticipated. H e will remain for some months and w ill, no 

doubt, assist m aterially in the work here during his visit.

T h e  result o f the votin g on the question o f Mr. Judge’s resignation  

has been published, 578 vo tin g  in favour o f  the resolution ca llin g  for 

Mr. Judge to resign, and 117 votin g against it. It is possible that more 

votes m ay still arrive.

O w in g to the disputes as to the evidence, a fund has been opened  

by Mr. Mead to defray the expenses o f publishing the long “  S tate­



m ent” o f Mrs. Besant w hich it was intended to place before the Judicial 

Com m ittee last year. A s  this docum ent is very lengthy and contains  

many extracts from letters and considerable evidence, the expenses 

w ill be heavy. A ll  who desire to know  the actual state o f  the  

case will, no doubt, be w illin g to assist in the matter.

Letters o f all kinds are still flyin g about the Section, and the printer 

and postman are h avin g a busy time.

T h e  Stoke-on -T rent Centre expresses its confidence in the G eneral 

Secretary and approval o f his action, but thinks it better to leave  

matters alone.

T h e Bristol and Bow  Lodges have passed resolutions in favour o f  

Mr. Judge, a number o f members o f the Bow Lodge protesting against  

its action.

A .

I n d i a .

T h ere has been a steady and most satisfactory advance in the  

activity and work o f this Section o f  late. Mrs. Besant’s last year’ s  visit 

is beginning to bear fruit; her eloquence and real insight into thin gs  

spiritual are becom ing more and more w idely recognised ; and she is 

increasing with every day the strength o f her hold upon the minds and  

hearts o f the H indus.

Th rou gh  her lectures she has really brought home to the spiritu­

ally inclined in India the reality o f the help and assistance they m ay  

derive from the study o f H .P .B ’s. w orks in the elucidation o f their own 

Shastras and sacred te x ts ; and thus a great advance has been achieved  

in m akin g the Theosophical Society a livin g  force in the spiritual life  

o f India.

Mrs. Besant has ju st completed a course o f six  lectures in Lahore  

and seven in Calcutta. In both cases the audiences were very large, 

several thousand in num ber at each le ctu re; and hour after hour o f  

the days she spent at both places have been used in conversation and  

answering the questions and difficulties o f the most learned and leading  

members o f the H indu com m unity o f both places.

A s  a consequence the m ovem ent is becom ing more and more an 

active factor in the thought o f India, and our members and branches, 

finding they have someone really able to give  them a key to the un­

derstanding o f their own spiritual teachings, have been encouraged to 

persevere in the system atic study o f  Theosophical literature, especially  

The Secret D octrine— a work which, it must be remembered, presents the  

most formidable difficulties even to the highly educated student whose



native tongue is English, w hile to the H indu, to whom E nglish  is a  

foreign tongue, and whose mind moreover runs in other grooves, these  

difficulties are enormously enhanced.

U nder such circum stances the sneers and constant efforts to  

belittle and disparage India and her Brahmins, such for instance as 

disfigure the recent num bers o f  The P ath, are most regrettable. M an y  

o f the statem ents made are either absolutely false or entirely distorted, 

but the animus underlying them, the m otives prom pting them, are so 

palpable that they are unw orthy o f further notice.

T h e  future w ill am ply show w hat is the true relation and im por­

tance o f India to the world’s spiritual life. Pacts will speak for them ­

selves and to enter upon a controversy on such questions is futile.

T h e  General Secretary has been suddenly summoned to E n gla n d  

on account o f the very  dangerous illness o f his aged mother, and Babu  

Upendra N ath  Basu, o f Benares, is actin g for him during his enforced 

absence. Such occurrences as this illustrate one o f the constantly  

recurring difficulties in the w orking o f the Branches o f this Section. 

N aturally, the m ost cultivated and best E nglish-educated members in  

each Branch form in India, as everywhere else, the active w orkin g  

nucleus o f the Branch. But these men, being for the most part in  

G overnm ent service, are constantly and suddenly transferred at tw en ty-  

four hours’ notice from one station to another, often m any hours’ rail 

distant. Frequently these transfers are almost wholesale, and the  

entire nucleus o f a Branch m ay find itself w ithin Uiiee days broken  

up and scattered to the four quarters. T h is  is the most common cause  

o f Branches becom ing “ dorm ant” — for they are not dead, but m erely  

inactive ow ing to the lack o f a leader, and as soon as by process of 

transfer such a leader com es again to the place, the Branch at once 

revives and resumes its full activity.

A m e r ic a .

T h e  lecturers o f the Section have been proceeding with their usual 

work, speaking at m any different halls on the subjects o f Re-incarna- 

tion, Occultism , and the like. T h e  Pacific Coast lecturers’ work for the  

past year appears to have been considerable, according to the report in 

last m onth’s P ath, one hundred cities having been visited, and in ­

numerable branch and other lectures given.

T h e  N inth Annual Convention o f  the Section will be held in 

Boston on Sunday, A pril 28th, and will continue until the next evening, 

or longer, if  found necessary.

A  very peculiar plan for securing funds for the Section has been



proposed and is approved b y  the General Secretary. T h is  plan is to 

form a stamp collection, all members who are w illin g and able contri­

butin g to it stamps o f all kinds w hich m ay be in their possession. I t  is 

proposed to sell the collection after fifteen years, by which tim e the  

stamps will have greatly increased in value. T h e  idea is novel, if  not 

dignified.
A .

A u s t r a l a s ia .

A  letter from Mr. Staples informs us o f the condition o f thin gs in 

Australia. Th ere is every prospect o f resuscitating a good strong  

branch in Brisbane, he says, and also hope o f Perth. T h e  Society is 

not without its troubles in that region o f the globe, but on the w hole  

things are pretty smooth, compared w ith the state here.

W e much regret to have to announce the stoppage o f the A u stra l 
Theosophist. T h is  journal was excellently conducted, and promised to  

be o f much service, but the expenses were too great for its continuation, 

and so it now ceases to appear. M ay its Devachan be short and its  

reincarnation rapid ! But perhaps it on ly slumbers 1
From A uckland. N ew  Zealand, we receive the follow ing:—

T o  partly fill up the school vacation period, M iss I*. Edger, M .A .,  

went on a visit to the Gisborne district, and from there southward on 

to W ellington. A t  Gisborne her four m eetings were h igh ly  successful, 

the mayor o f the borough presiding at each. T h e  first was held in the  

public hall, but it was crowded to excess, and all the open windows  

were packed outside. T h e  other three lectures had to be given in the  

theatre, to get the necessary room. H er w hole trip is likely  to be  

h ig h ly  successful. For some tim e past it has been arranged that from  

twelve to three o’clock on each w eek-day, save Saturday, som e  

member is to be in attendance at the Lodge room to m eet visitors.

A .

♦



H o m e w a r d , S o n g s  b y  t h e  W a y .

B y A. E. [D ublin: W haley. London: Sim pkin, M arshall and Co.

i j . 6<£1

T h is  little volum e o f poems has passed into its second edition in a 

very short time, and we must congratulate the author upon a feat not 

often accom plished b y you n g poets. T h e book is a very tiny one, and 

the poems are also tiny, a fact w hich speaks w ell for the ju d gm en t of  

the writer, for poetry must be great indeed to cause people to wade 

through page after page o f verse, dealing with the same subject, unless 

the verse be narrative or o f humorous nature. T h ese poem s are 

neither, but are dainty little rhym es o f three or four verses each, of 

serious import, and written very much from the heart. T h e y  are 

w orthy o f notice, more perhaps for their promise o f fuller power in the 

future than for the present achievem ent, though the latter is by no 

means small.

T h e  Preface gives us the key to the poems and also to the style of  

the writer.

“ 1 moved am ong men and places, and in livin g  I learned the truth  

at last. I know I am a spirit, and that I went forth in old tim e from  

the Self-ancestral to labours yet unaccom plished; but filled ever and  

again with hom e-sickness I made these songs by the w ay."

Indian mysticism  has laid deep hold o f the writer, and fam iliar 

terms, such as Brahma, Om, and M&y& appear, but it cannot be said 

that great success is met with wheu such themes are attempted. T h e  

style is too light and slender. It  is in the expression o f the human 

emotions that A . E . shines most. T h e  two little  poems entitled  

“  Forgiveness” and “  P ity ” are am ong the best efforts. T h e  follow ing  

verses are from the former:

“ A nd  all m y sins were to ld ; I said

Such things to her who knew  not sin—

T h e  sharp ache throbbing in m y head,

T h e  fever running high within.



“ I touched with pain her p u r ity ;

Sin ’s darker sense I could not brin g;

M y soul was black as night to me;

T o  her I  was a wounded thing.”

“ T h e  Spirit o f the G a y ” is also a poem with much charm in idea 

and expression.

“ D azzlin g as with red and g o ld ;

Rich with beauty, love and youth,

H ow  were we to know  the truth,

T h a t if  all the tale were told  

Life for you was sad and cold?

“  For you found if  we would wake,

A n d  the jo y  m ake yo u n g each heart,

Y ou who told must stand apart;

A n d  you bore it for our sake,

Th ou gh  your heart was nigh to break.”

W e m ight quote many other verses, but these w ill indicate suffi­

cien tly their quality. T h e  ch ief power o f the author lies in his choice  

o f musical language; the words flow melodiously, and the sensitive ear 

is not jarred with ill-assorted phrases. W hat has yet to be developed  

is strength and originality o f thought. T h ere is a certain lack o f  

solidity and grip, which, though not apparent when dealing w ith the  

purely human emotions and p u ttin g them into verse, renders the more 

am bitious poems a little tame. T h e  writer should avoid the repetition  

o f one or two words. “ A n cestral” and “ im m em orial”  appear som e­

what prom inently in several poems.

A . E . m ight do worse than to attem pt short prose essays or  

sketches, as it seems to us that he would find quite as good a vehicle  

for his powers in prose as in verse, and the former would perhaps g iv e  

greater scope for originality, l t  would be a great advantage if  the  

tendency to “ occultism ,” as som ewhat cheap m ysticism  is com m only  

called, were severely restrained, and perfect sim plicity o f phrase and  

idea striven for.
A . M . G .

C h r is t ia n  M is s io n s  a n d  H in d u is m .

[B y  J. H. W ilson, C .E . : James Speers, London, 1894, i s .  6d . ]

T h is  is a well-printed pam phlet o f 115 pages, by an “ Outsider,” 

who seems to be very well informed indeed. H is method is to show, 

by quotations from the best men, Easterns and W esterns alike, that



the missions, as now conducted, are foredoomed to failure. T h e  lack  

o f understanding o f the religion they endeavour to supplant 

exhibited b y  missionaries, and the fact that their substitute is “  false 

doctrine,” leads the author to the conclusion that a return to the 

“ Christianity o f C h rist” is needed; and, while advocating at the same 

tim e a return o f H induism  to its prim al purity, and realizing that such a 

course is undoubtedly necessary, he is not led aw ay into an unprofitable 

discussion as to the essential m erits o f the two systems. H e  is 

apparently o f opinion that prim arily they are much the same. T h e  

little w ork will be o f value to m any Theosophists for its w ell-selected  

quotations, and the references to the Lunn-Besant controversy w ill 

interest others. A  portion o f  one o f the best quotations (from 

R uskin) i s :

“ There are briefly two, and two only, forms o f  possible Christian, 

Fagan, or any other gospel, or good message. One, that m en are 

saved by themselves doing w hat is rig h t; and the other, that th e y  are 

saved by believing that somebody else did right instead o f them. T h e  first 

o f these gospels is eternally true and h o ly; the other eternally false, 

dam nable and dam ning. . . . ”

F .

A s t r o l o g e r ’s  R e a d y  R e c k o n e r .

[H alifax: T h e  O ccult Book Co., 6, Central Street, y . 6d.]

T h is  work is well designed for those who are unable to w ork “ a 

ready rule of th ree” in their heads. T o  such it w ill save tim e and  

trouble; but to all others it should rightly fall into the same category  

as crutches, to be put off till a crippled old age.

T h e  sets o f tables contained in this work are printed in bold  

figures, and enable one in a few glances to com pute proportional 

longitudes for any tim e w ithin tw elve hours, and also to determ ine the  

tim e o f the sun’s return to its place at the nativity. T h is, in brief, is 

the use o f the Ready Reckoner. N o doubt there are m any w ho w ill  

be glad o f the help these tables afford, and to such we recom mend them .

S.
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M Y S T I C  P U B L I C A T I O N S .

TH E THEOSOPHIST (Adyar). tremely large in comparison with the 
Vol. XVI, No. 6:—The meeting with âcts to be explained. Rama Prasad 

Swami Dy&nand Saraswati is described writes on the Bhagavad G itd; a story by 
in this month’s “ Old Diary Leaves.” Count von Leben, and a report of a 
He produced a most favourable impres- lecture by Mrs. Besant completing a good 
sion, and there seemed every reason to number.
expect a hearty co-operation in their A.
mutual work. Their ideas at that time
as to the constitution of the Society must THE PATH (New York).
strike an irreverent reader as a little VoL IX, No. 12:— Madame Blavatsky 
funny. They “ came to an agreement complains, in one of her letters published 
with him that he should draft and send in this issue, of her neglect by the 
us the three Masonic degiees we intended Russian newspapers, who apparently 
to make for classifying our advanced did not trust her because she had be* 
Fellows according to their mental and come an American citizen, although she 
spiritual capabilities” (!!) Theexamina- continued to write much for the country 
tion of the “ spiritual capabilities” of of her birth. Her immense programme 
the “ advanced Fellows ” and the award- of work is well described in a letter to 
ing of prizes must have been interesting. Madame Fadeef, and an account is 
An entertaining account of snake charm- given of an interesting psychometric ex- 
ing and a “ snake-stone ” is given, perience. C. J. discourses on Indian
H. P. B. must have been a trying com- books, and gives three landmarks by 
panion. They visited a Dakkanee Sirdar, which to classify them. These land- 
who, at the end of the visit, brought in a marks are, the present time, the great 
pretty child of ten years; H. P. B. was war of the Mahdbh&rata, which occurred 
delighted with her, but when the old five thousand years ago, and the lifetime 
grey-bearded host said, “ Madame, allow of Buddha, about halfway between the 
me to present to you my little wife,” she two dates. Franz Hartmann writes on 
shouted in disgust, “ Your W i f e  ? You “ The New Departure,” and states that 
old beast! You ought to be ashamed of with the advent of the Theosophical 
yourself!” “ We left the host trying to movement, an era of self-thought began ; 
smile,” adds the Colonel. Dr. Pratt which is rather a broad statement, 
continues his peculiar articles on the “ Testimony as to MahAtmAs,” fulfils its 
Suns, working out a solar system accord- promises of humour. The visions of 
ing to the four suns mentioned in The irresponsible seers might form an inter- 
Secret Doctrine. The articles have some esting story, if well written up, but why 
interest, but the assumptions seem ex- advertize them iu such a form ? There



will soon be a great “ boom ” in visions. 
Mr. Fullerton writes on “ East and West ” 
very sympathetically. Mr. Judge pub­
lishes much defence of himself, direct 
and indirect, but refrains from giving 
any hint of contrary,views or facts. A 
stamp collection for the Theosophical 
Society is an ingenious idea, distinctly 
American and go-a-head, but hardly a 
dignified scheme for such a Society.

A.

TH E VAHAN (London).
Vol. IV, No. 9:—This issue contains the 

result of the vote on Mr. Judge’s resigna­
tion, a further letter from Mr. Judge, 
and an answer by Mr. Mead. Mr. 
Judge denies that he asked Mrs. Besant 
to return him his letters, and Mr. Mead 
in answer quotes his words, “ Well, i'm 
in a hole— I'd do the same for you. 
That’s the sort of man I am,” and Dr. 
Keightley’s version of the same request, 
given in The Irish Theosophist. These 
are the main points of interest, but a 
long letter from Dr. Keightley is also 
published, protesting against various 
statements, and also against the pro* 
posal to publish Mrs. Besant’s “ brief.” 
No “ Enquirer” yet. A

THE IRISH THEOSOPHIST.
(D ublin).

Vol. Ill, No. 6:—This number is almost 
entirely taken up with the Judge case, 
of course only one side of the case being 
presented, with the exception of a letter 
from Mr. Sinnett, correcting Mr. Judge's 
account of some proceedings connected 
with himself. Dr. Keightley occupies 
about half the journal with an attack on 
Mrs. Besant’s methods of conducting her 
case. Mr. Judge accuses Mrs. Besant of 
attacking him in order to prevent his 
becoming President, and to obtain the 
Presidency herselC The one article not 
bearing on the subject is a nicely written 
paper on “ The Legends of Ancient Eire.” 
If such legends were given more in the 
form of tales, and with less of mystical 
exposition, the result would be better.

This is one of the most useful pamphlets 
that has recently been published, and 
forms a refreshing contrast to the floods 
of controversial literature with which we 
are being inundated.

The first part sketches in plain and 
simple language, intelligible even to the 
typ ica l man-in-the-street, the outline ot 
the doctrine of Monads, which forms the 
philosophical basis of The Secret Doctrine. 
This forms the bulk of the pamphlet, and 
will prove exceedingly useful to all stu­
dents of Theosophy, as well as most sug­
gestive to the ordinary reader.

The second part, on the Tetraktys and 
Tetragrammaton, is also very well done, 
bringing together a great deal of infor­
mation on a difficult subject and arrang­
ing it with lucidity, in a consecutive 
and intelligible form. The keynote of 
the difference in the conceptions sym­
bolised by these terms is admirably given 
and should be a great assistance to every 
student

On the whole the hearty thanks of all 
members of the Theosophical Society, 
as well as of the much larger number 
outside our ranks who study Theosophi­
cal thought, are due to Mr. Glass and to 
Mrs. Cooper-Oakley for thi* careful and 
well-worked out contribution to our 
literature.

B. K.

TH E NORTHERN THEOSOPHIST.
(Redcar).

Vol. II, No. 17:—The Editor discusses 
the difficult but now pressing question of 
a re-organisation of the Constitution of 
the Society. The remarks are full of 
contmon-sense. Periodical election of all 
officers is advocated, but the alterations 
would scarcely get over the present diffi­
culties, which are much too deep-rooted to 
be really affected by such surface changes. 
“ The Personal Equation” is discussed 
in a chatty manner by W. A. B., and Miss 
Shaw writes on, “ Is Theosophy for 
Children ?”



PACIFIC THEOSOPHIST 
(San Ftancisco).

Vol. V, No. 8:—The “ crisis” occupies 
almost the whole of this number. What a 
time some humorous antiquarian of the 
future will have when he turns up the 
present Theosophical (?) literature! Allen 
Griffiths, in the first article, "The Real 
Issue,” traces the trouble down from Para* 
brahm and the beginning of the Mahft- 
manvantara. There is nothing like 
thoroughness. India, the Brahmins, the 
Bluck Magicians, the Brothers of the 
Shadow, with their “ Satanic ambition,’ 
are the evils and obstructions in the way 
of the “ mighty wave ” of that Manvan­
tara, but “ invincible, inexorable, the 
legions of the Great Lodge, whose heart 
is the M a s tb b  Soul, march on!” and 
their flag is the one with the stars and 
stripes. Dr. J. S. Cook writes on “Adepts,” 
and Dr. Anderson concludes his article on 
the “ Relation of Theosophy to Religion, 
Science and Philosophy.” A.

LE LOTUS BLEU (Paris).
VoL VI, No. 1:— Contains translations 

of Madame Blavatsky's article on “ Astral 
Bodies,” an exposition of the Japanese 
Buddhist doctrine, and some short papers 
and extracts. M. Guymiot discusses the 
problem of the nature and destiny of 
man, regarding the teachings of Buddhism 
relating to the Skandhas and NirvAna as 
the solution. An article on the “ Trans­
migration of Souls,” takes up the question 
as to whether PAranirvAna means final 
absorption.

THE AUSTRAL THEOSOPHIST 

(M elbourne).

VoL II, No. 14:—The Editor discusses 
Max Muller’s article on “ Why I am not 
an Agnostic” in the Nineteenth Century, 
and also touches upon the Judge case in 
a very moderate manner. “ Some Simple 
Truths” places the main teachings of 
Theosophy in an intelligible manner, 
although one might dispute the strict 
accuracy of some statements. Podmore’s

Apparitions and Thought Transference 
is well reviewed, and “ Notes on Mrs. 
Besant’s Lectures,” and “ Mesmerism” 
complete the issue.

A.

SOPHIA (Madrid).
VoL III, No. 3:— “ The Present Hour ” 

is an enthusiastic article by Jos£ Plana. 
Now is the time for the spread of Theo­
sophical teachings; in the midst of so 
much chaos there are some prophetic 
voices leading to higher things. H. F. P. 
Llansd gives an interesting description of 
a cathedral, considering the symbols con­
tained in its architecture. An elaborate 
paper on the planet Mars contains much 
information of a curious kind. Ancient 
mythology, ancient and modern science 
and The Secret Doctrine are drawn from 
copiously, but the connecting link is not 
always clear. The usual translations pro* 
ceed, and the “ Letter to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury ” is concluded.

A.

TH E BUDDHIST (Colombo).
VoL VII, Nos. 4 to7:—TheVisuddhitnagga 

is getting somewhat incomprehensible as 
it proceeds lo the details of meditation 
and asceticism. A little exposition of its 
meaning would do no harm. “ Theoso­
phic Policy: Hinduism or Buddhism ?” is 
reprinted from The Theosophist. There is 
a certain Theosophical superstition, often 
paraded in front of Western religionists, 
that Buddhists are the least criminal of 
all the followers of the various faiths of 
the world. In some “ statistics ” given in 
Vol. XII, p. 94 of Lucifbr, the proportion 
of the convicted among Buddhists is 
about one-fifth of that among Christians. 
It gives one a little shock to find a 
Buddhist journal publishing statistics of 
crime in Ceylon, in which the percentage 
of Buddhist prisoners far exceeds that of 
any other faith, with the exception of 
Sinhalese converts to Christianity. The 
Indian statistics are rather more unfav­
ourable. Another of our legends depart­
ing! Those terrible facts, they have no



consideration for the most cherished con­
victions!

A.

THEOSOPHIC TH INKER (Bellary).
Vol. Ill, Nos. 3 to 7:— These numbers 

contain a good deal of interest to those 
whose special study is of Hindu character. 
The “ Ninety-six Tatwas” are dealt with 
by Sitarama Shastry, and much informa­
tion given in a somewhat dry form. The 
Students’ Column by N. P. S. is of con­
siderable value, dealing with things from 
a metaphysical standpoint, on the lines 
of Mr. Fawcett.

A.

THE THEOSOPHIC GLEANER
[Bombay).

Vol. IV, No. 7:— Publishes a very pecu­
liar report of a lecture by the Countess 
Wachtmeister, delivered in Paris last 
year, containing some extraordinary 
statements. Mr. Gostling makes a few 
sensible remarks upon i t  The rest of 
the magazine is made up by reprints and 
a contin nation of the papers upon the 
study of Theosophy.

A.

ANTAHKARANA- (Barcelona).
Vol. II, Nos. 13,14, and 15:—A valuable 

work begun in these numbers is a trans­
lation of the Bhagavad Gitd. These 
numbers contain an Introduction by
I. Roviralta Borrell, giving much informa­
tion to readers who are not well acquainted 
with the book. The last of a series of 
papers on the “ Constitution of Man ” is 
published, and an article on “ Indivi­
duality and Personality ” by Jos£ Plana.

A.

THE LAMP (Toronto).
Vol. I, No. 8:— “ Japan’s Statue of the 

Lord Buddha” is the pictorial joke of 
this number. These pictures are a special

feature of this little journal, but it is just 
as well that some of the people represented 
are dead. From a feeling of brotherhood 
living men should be excluded from the 
gallery. The rest of the paper is as bright 
and readable as usual, and consists of a 
collection of most varied information.

A.

THEOSOPHIA (Amsterdam).
Vol. Ill, No. 35:—This issue begins 

with a report of the Adyar Convention 
and some statistics of the Society. The 
translations of Through Storm to Peace, 
The Idyll o f the White Lotus, Letters that 
have helped me, and Death—and After, are 
continued, and an article by F. de B., 
entitled “ Post Tenebra Lux," is given.

A.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS.

We are also in receipt of the following: 
Review o f Reviews, with a communication 
from Mrs. Besant; Light, containing some 
fairly interesting articles on psychic 
matters; The Agnostic 1outnal, with a 
series of papers on “ The ‘ Yahveh ’ 
Myth;” Book-Notes, giving lists of new 
books of a Thcosophical and mystic 
nature; Kalpa, the Beng&li magazine; 
Nigamagatn Pdlrikd, a journal issued by 
the Sanskrit Publishing Company; The 
Last Change o f the Earth's A xis, an ex­
tensive pamphlet published by the Narada 
Branch of the Theosophical Society; the 
science displayed appears to be somewhat 
primitive; The Metaphysical Magazine, 
containing an article by Rhys-Davids, on 
the “ Comparative Study of Religions,”  
and papers of a mystical tendency by 
C. H. A. Bjerregaard, Alexander Wilder 
and others; The English Mechanic; The 
Astrologer’s Magazine; Otiental Depart­
ment Paper of the American Section, 
containing translations of the Mundaka 
Upanishad, and Shankara’s Tattva Bodha.
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