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(Dn t h t  S S tta tc h -'I jr to e r .

O u r  P o l i c y .

AS time goes on and the Theosophical movement comes more and 
more into public prominence, attacks on it multiply from every 

side. As its teachings are difficult to assail successfully, many of the 
attacks consist of personal charges levelled against the leaders, both 
dead and alive— as the world counts life and death— and some of the 
younger and weaker members are eager that answers should be made 
to the varied accusations. Now speaking for this magazine and for the 
policy of its editors and their co-workers, we say that we are ready to 
defend our principles but we have not time to be continually rebutting 
personal attacks. There is work to do more serious than this petty 
warfare, and we prefer to answer slanders by work rather than by 
words. A n n th  B e s a n t .

G. R. S. M e a d .
« *

I n  P r a i s e  o f  t h e  E a s t .

In his inaugural address as President of the Birmingham and Mid­
land Institute (reported in The Birmingham Daily Post of October 1 ith)
Sir Edwin Arnold, speaking on “ Aspects of Life," pronounced a veri­
table panegyric on the spiritual convictions of the Orient. Treating 
of “ the mysteries of life and death” the author of The Light of Asia 
is reported to have said:

“ As to this aspect of the question, Asia— from which you have 
derived all your past religious ideas, and from which you have many 
more to learn— is far in advance of our West. St. Paul’s great declara­
tion, 4the things seen are temporal; the things not seen are eternal’
— accepted timidly here by the pious, but regarded as a mere phrase by 
materialists— is in India a common-place of daily certainty. Nobody 
there doubts the continuity of life, any more than he doubts that the 
setting sun will rise again, the same orb, to-morrow. The popular 
reason why Hindu widows do not re-marry is because the loss of a 
betrothed or wedded husband is looked upon as the fatal expiation for
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some extreme offence in a previous existence, to be borne with patient 
continence in this one; on which condition the family of the deceased 
husband will faithfully maintain the widow, as still belonging to the 
dead man, and to be surely reunited with him. This was the basis of 
the heroic though tragical custom of ‘Sati,’ or widow-burning, one of 
the grandest defiances ever flung by human faith and love at the face 
of the doctrine of annihilation. The respect for the animal world, 
general in Hindu and Buddhist societies, is founded, with the tenet of 
transmigration, on the same fixed belief in the endurance and evolving 
advance of every individual being. No spot is empty of life to the 
Indian mind. India would never, indeed, have invented the locomotive 
or the Gatling gun; but her poorest peasants, by inheritance from pro­
found philosophies, and by the religious atmosphere of their land, 
stand at a point of view far beyond the laboured subtleties of a Priestley 
or a Hegel. And if they could be familiar, as you are, with the 
splendid achievements and vast researches of modern science, they 
would not, any the more, abandon their fixed faith in the Unseen and 
the Unknown. Rather would they think it odd that Western savants 
should teach the law of the conservation of forces only to abandon it 
when the highest and most elaborated of all forces come into question. 
I do not presume to say that Asia is wiser than Europe or than our 
illustrious agnostic professors, but certainly her children live more 
happily and die more easily. Since it is not the eye which sees or the 
ear that hears, but the self behind those instruments, they believe in 
that self, and discount by peace its assured perpetuity. Masters of 
metaphysics, they sweep the puzzle of Being aside with one decisive 
maxim— ‘ Never can the thought know the thinker.’ Of that which 
daunts and troubles us, the boundless mystery of the universe, their 
quiet genius has made a daily delight, congenial to the limited powers 
but illimitable desires of the ever-ascending soul. They have perceived, 
without seeking to explain, the two supreme celestial laws that govern 
the Cosmos— Dharma, which is Love; and Karma, which is Justice. 
By light of these they have partly discerned how, under an immutable 
and sometimes seemingly pitiless Equity, all things will advance from 
good to better, and from better to best, until it be time for a new 
and higher order. ‘Ahinsa,' therefore, ‘ the doing no injury,’ is their 
central commandment, as it was that of Christ in the ‘ Golden Rule,’ 
and as it is the last word of Hifiz in his Persian verse. They await death, 
not as some of us do, like complaining prisoners under a tyrannical 
sentence without appeal, attending with gloomy courage the last day in 
this condemned cell, the flesh, but rather like glad children of a great 
mother, whose will is sweet and good, whose ways are wise, and who 
must lull them to the kind brief sleep of death by-and-by, in order that 
they may wake ready for happier life in the new sunshine of another 
and a larger daylight.”



It would be ungenerous to question whether this enthusiastic de­
scription represents the actual state of affairs; and if the East of to-day 
falls short of so grand an ideal let it be the duty of those who are Theo­
sophists there to strain every nerve to make the ideal a reality, lest the 
praise of the Mlechchha shall have been given in vain.

••  •

T he Spirit op the Inquisition.

Mr. W. T. Stead in his second issue of Borderland, writes with 
justifiable indignation against the indiscriminate prosecution that is 
levelled against practisers of palmistry, astrology, etc.

“ I have no objection,” he says, “ to rogues being prosecuted, 
whether they are palmists, bank directors, clergymen, or members of 
Parliament, but I dislike these police-made offences. . . .  No doubt 
many palmists make mistakes, so do many clergymen, and many doctors, 
and many, many magistrates, but that is not a reason for treating the 
whole fraternity as rogues and vagabonds.”

That there are many rogues who are rightfully punished we all 
shall agree, but to make the mere fact of practising these psychic "arts” 
a crime, is a danger that threatens to increase with the materialism of 
the age. None more than theosophical writers have written more 
forcibly against the misuse of psychic faculties, the selling of their use 
for money, and the employment of them for mean and unworthy ends.
But for an incredulous legislature to prosecute, fine and tax, astro­
logers, palmists, mediums, etc., is sheer tyranny, and a direct infringe­
ment of the rights of individual liberty. As Mr. Stead says:

“ In the United States of America some of the State legislatures 
have gone perilously far in the direction of legislation which is reli­
gious prosecution pure and undisguised. In Ohio, for instance, spiri­
tualist mediums are fined ^60 a year, under the title of an annual 
licence, while clairvoyants and seers are fined ^40 per annum. It is a 
good thing that this sort of legislation was not in vogue in Old Testa­
ment times, for it is to be feared that many of the Hebrew clairvoyants 
and seers would not have been able to find the requisite ^40 per 
annum. If they had ventured to exercise their sacred gifts without a 
licence they would have been liable to pay a fine— not exceeding ^200.
The States of New York, Illinois, and Connecticut have also passed 
laws which infringe religious liberty.”

On the question of receiving money, however, for instruction in 
Occultism or the Occult Arts, many members of our Society feel very 
strongly indeed; so much so, that the last Convention of the American 
Section T. S., finding that a number of people in the U.S.A.— nearly 
all, fortunately, outside the membership of the T. S.— were professing 
to “ teach Theosophy” for money payments, passed the following 
resolutions:
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“ Whereas, the growth and reputation of the Theosophical move­
ment have caused persons in various parts of the country to advertise 
themselves as teachers of Theosophy, and to offer, as such, tuition in 
Occultism and Occult arts for a money consideration; and

“ Whereas, the Founder and leaders of the said movement and of 
the Theosophical Society have uniformly declared that genuine instruc­
tion in Occult study can neither be given nor received upon condition 
of pay, such instruction being possible only to the spiritually qualified, 
and never imparted for gain:

“ Therefore Resolved, that this Convention hereby declares its dis­
approval and condemnation of any persons who, being members of the 
Theosophical Society, claim or offer to teach knowledge of Occultism, 
the Occult Arts, or of any Occult practice, or the means for performing 
any phenomena, or to give training or teaching in any Occult or 
psychical development, for payment to be made to such asserted 
teacher for such teachings.

“ Resolved, that any member of the Theosophical Society offending 
against the spirit of the foregoing Resolution thereby proves his or 
her unfitness for membership, and is to be justly regarded as not in 
conformity with the nature, spirit, and teachings of true Theosophy.” 

Many and forcible, too, are the warnings against the terrible 
dangers of the indiscriminate practice of hypnotism or mesmerism 
by the morally unfit, but there can be no Theosophist who will not 
protest with all his force against the inquisitorial and Draconian bill 
that was introduced in the Senate of the United States, on Dec. 22nd, 
1892 a bill “ to prohibit electro-magnetizing, mesmerizing, or hypno­
tizing human beings, or affecting one person through another, by 
electricity, and to declare the same to be a crime against the law of 
nations, and to define its punishment.”

The draft of the bill lies before us, with “ a syllabus and list of 
authorities exposing mysticism” (?) appended, and shows throughout 
from beginning to end the hand and heart of the most narrow-minded 
bigotry and the spirit of the inquisition. It is put forward in the name 
of Christianity— save the mark— and is in every line a blasphemy 
against the spirit of the compassionate Master depicted in the gospel 
traditions. Section five runs as follows:

“ That the punishment for the violation of sections one, two, or 
three of this act shall be death, and for the violation of section four 
the offender shall be punished by a fine not less than five thousand 
dollars, and not more than twenty thousand dollars, and by imprison­
ment during his natural life, or for a term of years not less than two.”

•  •
A Zoroastrian T reasure.

The Times of India, of Oct. 2nd, tells the tale of a most precious 
Yasna MS., said to be written at Cambay in a.d. 1328, which has for



long been lying neglected among a heap of books in the possession of 
some illiterate Dastur or other. The writer of the notice also touches 
incidentally on the great influence which Zoroastrianism had on the 
Hebrew religion. The concluding paragraphs run as follows:

“ The Yasna MS. suggests the probability of discovering many a 
rare, if not unique, treasure of sacred lore among the heaps of ancient 
books now remaining unappreciated in the possession of illiterate 
Parsee priestly families. Dr. Mills came to know of this MS., and 
succeeded in getting it as a gift for the Bodleian from the Dastur. The 
University, at Dr. Mills’ suggestion, undertook to reproduce it in fac­
simile for the use of scholars in all parts of the world, and who may 
now work upon this unique MS. at their leisure in their own homes. 
This, so far as we know, is the first facsimile of any ancient Zoroastrian 
MS. published, and its publication should incite the modern Parsees to 
follow in the wake of Oxford and reproduce some of their valuable 
manuscripts for the use of scholars at a distance. Dr. Mills’ labours on 
the Gathas, which form a part of the Yasna, have already borne rich 
fruit in Oxford, as maybe seen from Canon Cheyne’s recently published 
Bampton lectures. This great Hebraist and Old Testament critic has 
succeeded iu proving the very great influence of Zoroastrianism, and 
especially of the Gathas, on the Hebrew religion as embodied in the 
book of Psalms. So great was it that ‘had it not come into contact 
with Zoroastrianism, Israel,’ says Professor Cheyne, ‘would, historically 
speaking, have struggled in vain to satisfy its religious aspirations!’
He therefore appeals to advanced theological students to follow with 
more interest ilie progress of Zoioasli ian studies, and thinks that their 
interest will be rewarded by fresh insight, not only into the meaning of 
the Psalter, but also into that of the Pauliue and the Johannine 
writings.”

# *  #
T he A ntiquity of the Game of Chess.

In the Index of /sis Unveiled the student will find the statement 
“ Chess played in Egypt and India 5,000 years ago,” with reference to 
vol. i. p. 544, where we read as follows:

“ On the walls of the palace of Amenoph II at Thebes, the king is 
represented as playing chess with the queen. This monarch reigned 
long before the Trojan war. In India the game is known to have been 
played 5,000 years ago.”

This is now confirmed by a recent “ remarkable discovery in Egypt,” 
as the Pall Mall Gazette styles it in its issue of Oct. 21st. The remark­
able discovery is as follows:

“ Chess-players, with a turn for the history of their strategic amuse­
ment, will be interested to learn that all the hypotheses as to the origin 
of the game have suddenly been ‘ mated’ by a recent extraordinary 
discovery in Egypt. It was generally assumed until now that the



a n c i e n t  I n d i a n s  h a d  i n v e n t e d  c h e s s ;  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  f r o m  I n d i a  

t o  P e r s i a  i n  t h e  s i x t h  c e n t u r y ;  a n d  t h a t  b y  t h e  A r a b s ,  a n d  i n  c o n ­

s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  C r u s a d e s ,  i t  s p r e a d  f r o m  E a s t  t o  W e s t .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h e  

C h i n e s e — w h o  i n v e n t e d  m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  t i m e s  l o n g  g o n e  b y  w h i c h  h a d  

a f t e r w a r d s  t o  b e  r e i n v e n t e d  i n  E u r o p e — a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  t r a c e  c h e s s  

i n  t h e i r  o w n  c o u n t r y  t o  a b o u t  t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  b e f o r e  o u r  e r a .  N o w ,  

t h e r e  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  f i g u r e s  a t  

p r e s e n t  u s e d ,  a n d  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  w o r d s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  g a m e — s u c h  

a s  ‘ s c h a c h ’ ( S h a h )  a n d  m a t t , o r  ‘ m a t e ’ — a n  I n d i a n ,  P e r s i a n ,  a n d  A r a b i c  

i n f l u e n c e  i s  t r a c e a b l e .

“ B u t  h e r e  c o m e s  n e w s  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n s  o n  t h e  p y r a m i d  

f i e l d  o f  S a k k a r a ,  w h i c h  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  a  w a l l - p a i n t i n g ,  o n  w h i c h  

a  h i g h  o f f i c i a l  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  p l a y i n g  c h e s s  w i t h  a  p a r t n e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  

o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  K i n g  T e t a ,  w h o  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  s i x t h  d y n a s t y .  

P r o f e s s o r  L e p s i u s  f o r m e r l y  a s s i g n e d  t h e  r e i g n  o f  t h a t  m o n a r c h  t o  a b o u t  

t h e  y e a r  2 ,7 0 0  B .C . P r o f e s s o r  B r u g s c h ,  c o r r e c t i n g  t h i s  c h r o n o l o g y ,  p u t s  

i t  b a c k  t o  s t i l l  g r e a t e r  a n t i q u i t y ,  n a m e l y  t o  t h e  y e a r  3 ,3 0 0  B .C . S o  t h a t  

c h e s s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  k n o w n  i n  t h e  o n c e  m y s t e r i o u s  l a n d  o f  M i z r a i m  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  5 ,2 0 0  y e a r s  a g o ! ”

I11 t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  “ L ’ A l l i a n c e  S c i e n t i f i q u e , ”  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  

o f  M .  L e o n  d e  R o s n y  ( N o s .  8 9  a n d  9 0 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  a r t i c l e  b y  

E .  A m e l i n e a u ,  E g y p t o l o g i s t  a n d  C o p t i c  s c h o l a r ,  w h i c h  d e m a n d s  n o t i c e .  

M .  A m e l i n e a u  a m o n g  m u c h  e l s e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t r a n s l a t e s  s o m e  s t r o p h e s  o f  

a  w o n d r o u s l y  b e a u t i f u l  h y m n  o f  T h e b e s  t o  A m o u - R i .  I t  c o m b i n e s  

t h e  i d e a s  o f  P a n t h e i s m  a n d  M o n o t h e i s m  i u  a  s t r i k i n g  m a n n e r ,  b u t  i s  

e a s i l y  c o m p r e h e n d e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  g r a s p e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  D e m i ­

u r g i c  o r  C r e a t i v e  L o g o s ,  o r  W o r l d - S o u l .  T h u s  t h e n  i t  r u n s  w h e n  

E u g l i s l i e d  f r o m  t h e  F r e n c h .

“ H a i l  t o  T h e e ,  a u t h o r  o f  a l l  f o r m s ,

O n e ,  w h o  a r t  s i n g l e ,  y e t  w h o s e  a r m s  a r e  m a n i f o l d .

W h o  w a t c h e s t  o v e r  m e n  w h e n  t h e y  s l e e p ,

A n d  w h o  s e e k e s t  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  a l l  c r e a t u r e s ,

G o d  A n i o n ,  w h o  u p h o l d e s t  a l l  t h i n g s .

“ H a i l  t o  T h e e  f r o n t  a l l  c r e a t u r e s ,

A c c l a m a t i o n  t o  T h e e  in  e v e r y  r e g i o n ,

U p  t o  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  h e a v e n ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  e a r t h  e x t e n d s ,

[ A y e ] ,  t o  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e  s e a .

T h e  G o d s ,  b o w e d  b e f o r e  T h y  m a j e s t y ,

E x a l t  t h e  s o u l s  o f  H i m  w h o  h a t h  e m a n a t e d  t h e m ;

R e j o i c i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t i o n  o f  H i m  w h o  i s  t h e i r  F a t h e r ,

T h e y  s a y  t o  T h e e :  C o m e  i n  p e a c e ,  O  F a t h e r  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  o f  a l l

A n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  I d e a s  o n  G o d .



W h o  h a s t  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  t h e  s k y  a n d  t r o d d e u  o u t  t h e  e a r t h ,

A u t h o r  o f  [ a l l ]  t h i n g s ,  p r o d u c e r  o f  b e i n g s ,

H i g h e s t  p r i n c e ,  c h i e f  o f  t h e  g o d s ,

W e  a d o r e  t h e  m i n d s  w h i c h  T h o u  h a s t  p l a c e d  w i t h i n  u s ,

F o r  T h o u  h a s t  e n e r g i z e d  i n  u s  a n d  m a d e  a l l ,

[ T h e r e f o r e ]  w e  g i v e  T h e e  a c c l a i m  f o r  T h o u  d w e l l e s t  i n  u s .

“ H a i l  t o  T h e e ,  O  S u n ,  l o r d  o f  t r u t h ,

M y s t e r i o u s  [ d w e l l e r ]  i n  t h e  s h r i n e ,  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  g o d s ;

K e p l i r a  i n  h i s  b a r q u e ;

I f  T h o u  s e n d e s t  f o r t h  T h y  w o r d ,  t h e  g o d s  e x i s t ;

T h o u  a r t  T o o m  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  m o r t a l s .

’ T i s  T h o u  w h o  h a s t  f i x e d  t h e i r  w a y  o f  l i f e ,  w h o  h a s t  m a d e  t h e i r  

e x i s t e n c e ,

’ T i s  T h o u  w h o  d i v i d e s t  t h e  n a t i o u s  t h e  o n e  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r ,

' T i s  T h o u  w h o  h e a r e s t  t h e  p r a y e r  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .

T h y  h e a r t  g o e s  o u t  t o  h i m  w h o  c r i e s  t o  T h e e ;

T h o u  f r e e s t  t h e  f e a r f u l  f r o m  h i m  w h o  i s  t o o  b o l d ,

A n d  T h o u  j u d g e s t  t h e  m i g h t y  w i t h  t h e  s t r i c k e n .

L o r d  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  b l e s s i n g ,  H i s  w o r d  i s  f o o d :

T h e  N i l e  h a s  c o m e ,  l e d  o n  b y  H i s  l o v e .

L o r d  o f  t h e  p a l m ,  t a l l  w i t h  l o v e .

H e  i s  c o m e  t o  g i v e  f o o d  t o  m o r t a l s .

H e  b e s t o w s  m o t i o n  u p o n  e v e r y t h i n g :

B r o o d i n g  i n  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  a b y s s

H e  b i o u g h t  f o r t h  t h e  c h a r m s  o f  t h e  l i g h t ,

T h e r e f o r e  t h e  g o d s  r e j o i c e  a t  H i s  b e a u t y ,

A n d  t h e i r  h e a r t s  l i v e  w h e n  t h e y  s e e  H i m . ”

H E  c u r i o u s  r e s u l t s  o f  m y  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c y c l e  k n o w n  a s  t h e

M a h S y u g a ,  o r  4 ,3 2 0 ,0 0 0  y e a r s ,  a r e  b r i e f l y  t h e s e .  T h e  c y c l e  i n  

q u e s t i o n  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  S u r y a  S id d h a n t a ,  w h i c h  w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  

E n g l i s h  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y  b y  a  m i s s i o n a r y ,  a n d  q u o t e d  b y  V a r d h a  

M i h i r a  i n  h i s  B r i h a t  S a m h it a ,  f o r  a l l  w h i c h  p a r t i c u l a r s ,  s e e  T h e o s o p h is t , 

N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 8 8 , p p .  9 8 , 10 0 . I n  M r .  W a l t e r  O l d ’ s  l i t t l e  b o o k ,  W h a t  i s  

T h e o s o p h y  1  p .  2 8 , h e  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  c y c l e  o f  t h e  M a h d y u g a  a s  b e i n g  t h e  

l e a s t  c o m m o n  m u l t i p l e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d s  o f  t h e  p l a n e t s ,  S a t u r n ,  J u p i t e r ,  

M a r s ,  V e n u s ,  M e r c u r y ,  a n d  t h e  M o o n .

I t  s t r u c k  m e  a s  b e i n g  w o r t h  w h i l e  t o  e x a m i n e  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ;  a n d  

I  d i d  s o  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p l a n e t s ,  b u t  o m i t t e d  t h e  M o o n ,  a s  s h e  w o u l d

'tE h t J f t a h a j r a g a



c o m e  i n  a n y h o w .  A t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  I  r e c o l l e c t e d  t h a t  o u r  a s t r o n o m e r s ,  

f r o m  P t o l e m y  (  T e tr a b ib lo s , B o o k  I,- p .  8 , o f  A s h m a n d ’ s  t r a n s l a t i o n )  a n d  

e n d i n g  w i t h  M r .  R .  A .  P r o c t o r ,  w e r e  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  s u c h  a  c y c l e  o f  t h e  

p l a n e t s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  c o m p u te d  b y  a n y  m e a n s ;  a n d  i n d e e d ,  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n ,  

G r e e k ,  A r a b i c ,  a n d  E u r o p e a n  t a b l e s  e x t a n t  u p  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y ,  i t  c o u l d  u o t  b e  d o n e ;  n o r  h a v e  I  a n y w h e r e  f o u n d  t h a t  

i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h o u g h  L a  P l a c e  t r i e d  t o  d o  i t .  B u t  w i t h  

t h e  a c c u r a t e  p l a n e t a r y  t a b l e s  o f  L e v e r r i e r ,  w h i c h  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  1 8 7 7 ,  

i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  c y c l e ;  t h o u g h  i t s  t r u e  l e n g t h  

i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  g i v e n .  ( S e e  T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e , v o l .  i .  p .  1 6 8 , r e g a r d i n g  

a l l  s u c h  n u m b e r s . )  B y  t h i s  1  m e a n ,  t h a t  t h o u g h  w e  c o u l d  n o t  s e t  o u t  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  i n  w h a t  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  t h e  p l a n e t s  w o u l d  f o r m  s u c h  a  

c y c l e ,  y e t  w h e n  i t s  l e n g t h  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  g i v e n ,  a s  i n  t h e  S i i r y a  

S id d h a n t a ,  w e  c a n  n o w  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  p l a n e t s  d o  c o m e  t o  s u c h  a  

c o n j u n c t i o n  o r  n o t ,  i n  t h e  t i m e  s t a t e d ,  o r  s o m e w h e r e  n e a r  i t .

I n  b r i e f ,  I  f o u n d  t h a t  i n  4 ,3 1 9 ,9 3 6 * 8 6 6 3  J u l i a n  y e a r s ,  t h e  p l a n e t s  a n d  

t h e  S u n  h a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e a n  g e o c e n tr ic  m o t i o n :

S a t u r n  =  3 i 3 , 2 ’ 1 V e n u s  =  3 3 7 * 4 *

J u p i t e r  =  3 3 1 * 9 '’ M e r c u r y  =  3 3 7 * 1 “

M a r s  =  3 4 3 * 7 8 S u n  =  3 3 9 * 2 °

I  w o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  J u p i t e r  a n d  S a t u r n ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  m y  o w n  t a b l e s ,  s h o u l d  b e  a  l i t t l e  f a s t e r  t h a n  L e v e r r i e r

m a k e s  t h e m — i n  w h i c h  c a s e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  e a c h  i n  t h e  3 3 9 t h  d e g r e e ;  s o

t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  w o u l d  b e  c o m p r i s e d  i n  a  s p a c e  o f  s i x  a n d  a  h a l f  d e g r e e s  

o n l y .  B y  t h i s  I  m e a n ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  p l a n e t s  h a d  b e e n ,  a t  a n y  g i v e n  e p o c h ,  

f o u n d  t o  b e  a l l  i n  t h e  v e r n a l  e q u i n o x  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S u n ,  t h e y  

w o u l d ,  i n  4 , 3 1 9 , 9 3 6  y e a r s  a n d  a  f r a c t i o n ,  b e  f o u n d  a g a i n  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n ,  

b u t  i n  t h e  s i g n  P i s c e s .  T h i s  i s  q u i t e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S i i r y a  

S id d h a n t a .

B u t  n o w  c o m e s  i n  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c u r i o u s  c a l c u l a t i o n .  

I n  I s i s  U n v e ile d , M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  R i s h i s  

k n e w  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  t w o  p l a n e t s  U r a n u s  a n d  N e p t u n e ;  b o t h  o f  

w h i c h  w e r e  u n k n o w n  t o  o u r  W e s t e r n  s c i e n t i s t s  p r e v i o u s  t o  1 7 8 4 . W e l l ,  

i f  t h a t  w e r e  s o ,  i t  s t r u c k  m e  t h a t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  g r a n d  

c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  M a h & y u g a  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s .  S o  I  t r i e d  t h e m  

b y  L e v e r r i e r ’ s  e l e m e n t s .  J u d g e  o f  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  I  l o o k e d  

u p o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  w h e n  I  f o u n d  t h e i r  m o t i o n  i n  4 ,3 1 9 ,9 3 6 * 8  y e a r s  w a s  

U r a n u s  a *  339*0® N e p t u n e  =  3 4 2 *2 *

— t h a t  i s ,  t h e y  w e r e  q u i t e  a s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  c o n j u n c t i o n  

a s  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r s .

S a m u e l  S t u a r t , F . T . S .

i Wc have faithfully "follow ed copy,”  but are tem pted to  suspect that Saturn’s motion should be
331-*°.— K d .
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(E m tb ic t iu n  a n i  I t o g m a t i a m .1
E V E R  w a s  t h e r e  a n  a g e  m o r e  p r o n e  t o  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  t h a n

o u r  o w n .  I n  t h e  r u s h  a n d  h u r r y  o f  o u r  “ p r o g r e s s i v e  c i v i l i z a ­

t i o n ”  m e n  s e e m  t o  h a v e  n o  t i m e  t o  t h i n k  c l e a r l y ,  a n d  t h e y  h e a p  t o *  

g e t h e r  i n c o n g r u o u s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  l a b e l  t h e m  h a s t i l y ,  a n d  t h e n  w o r k  o n  

a s  t h o u g h  t h e  l a b e l l i n g  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  a f t e r  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a n a l y s i s .  

T h i s  s u p e r f i c i a l  a n d  m i s c h i e v o u s  h a b i t  h a s  s h o w n  i t s e l f  v e r y  c l e a r l y  

a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  s o m e  o f  w h o m  a r e  

u n a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  

t o  d o g m a t i z e  a s  t o  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  b y  o t h e r s .  A n d  

b y  a  q u a i n t  b u t  n o t  u n c o m m o n  t u r n  o f  f a t e ,  t h e  v e r y  p e o p l e  w h o  p r o ­

c l a i m  m o s t  l o u d l y  t h e i r  d e t e s t a t i o n  a n d  f e a r  o f  d o g m a  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  

m o s t  d o g m a t i c a l l y  s e e k  t o  i m p o s e  t h e i r  o w n  v a g u e n e s s  o f  t h o u g h t  u p o n  

o t h e r s  a s  a  t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a l v a t i o n .  “ W h o s o e v e r  w i l l  b e  s a v e d ,  i t  

i s  a b o v e  a l l  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  h e  h o l d  n o  b e l i e f  w i t h  c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  

t h a t  h e  s p e a k  n o  b e l i e f  w i t h  d e f i n i t e n e s s . ”  S o  r u n s  t h e  m o d e r n  v e r s i o n  

o f  t h e  A t h a n a s i a n  C r e e d ,  a n d  a l a c k  I I  a m  a m o n g  t h o s e  d o o m e d  t o  

p e r i s h  e v e r l a s t i n g l y ,  f o r  I  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d  d o  n o t  s c r u p l e  

t o  d e c l a r e  t h e m ,  b u t  I  a l s o  h o l d  t h e  y e t  m o r e  d a m n a b l e  h e r e s y  o f  t h i n k -  

i n g  t h a t  a  l i f e  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  a  f o r c e  f o r  g o o d  m u s t  b e l i e v e  f i r m l y  a n d  

s p e a k  c l e a r l y .

A  “ c o n v i c t i o n ”  i s  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  h e l d  c l e a r l y  a n d  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  

m i n d ,  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h i c h  w e  f e e l  s u r e .  O n  s u c h  c e r t a i n t i e s  

w e  b u i l d  o u r  c o n d u c t ,  w e  m o u l d  o u r  l i v e s .  B y  s u c h  c e r t a i n t i e s  m e n ’ s  

c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  f o r m e d .  I t  i s  s u c h  c e r t a i n t i e s ,  a n d  n o t  a l l  t h e  d r i f t i n g  

m a s s  o f  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  o u r  m i n d s ,  t h a t  m a k e  u s  w h a t  w e  

a r e .  T h e y  a r e  t h e  a n c h o r s  o f  t h e  s o u l .  P e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  n o  c e r ­

t a i n t i e s  a r e  s w a y e d  b y  e v e r y  g u s t  o f  f e e l i n g ,  c h a n g e d  i n  c o n d u c t  b y  

e v e r y  p a s s i n g  p h a s e  o f  t h o u g h t ,  s w e p t  h i t h e r  a n d  t h i t h e r  b y  e v e r y  

s t r e a m l e t  o f  o p i n i o n .  H e n c e  t h e  e n o r m o u s  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r i g h t  b e l i e f s ,  

f o r  e r r o r  i n  b e l i e f  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  e r r o r  o f  c o n d u c t ,  a n d  t h e  

u s e f u l n e s s  o f  o u r  l i v e s  b e  m a r r e d  b y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i s t a k e  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  

b l i n d n e s s .

S o  a l s o  w e  s e e  t h a t  a l l  r e a l  s c i e n c e  i s  b u i l t  o n  c e r t a i n t i e s .  O n l y  

w h e n  a  f a c t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  i t s  r e a l i t y  b e c o m e s  a  c o n v i c ­

t i o n ,  c a n  i t  b e  o f  v a l u e  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  A  m a n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  e x p o u n d i n g

1 T his article w as originally  written Tor the M h ,  but as a contribution to  the discussion now  
j o i n f  on it  has been forwarded a lto  to the Theosophist, and is printed here.



s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  d o e s  n o t  s a y ,  "  I t  m a y  b e  s o ,  t h i n k  a s  

y o u  l i k e * ' :  h e  s a y s ,  “ I t  i s  s o ;  d i s r e g a r d  i t  a t  y o u r  p e r i l . ”  A l l  t h a t  s t i l l  

a w a i t s  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  m a y - b e  c a n  s e r v e  a s  h y p o t h e s i s ,  a s  

s p e c u l a t i o n ,  a s  p e r h a p s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h o u g h t ,  

b u t  i t  o f f e r s  n o  s u r e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  m e n ’ s  l i v e s .

W h a t  i s  a  d o g m a  ? I n  o n e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  

t h a n  a  f o r m u l a t e d  s t a t e m e n t ,  a  c l e a n - c u t ,  d e f i n i t e  p r e s e n t m e n t  o f  a  f a c t .  

I t  i s  a  t e a c h i n g  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  k n o w l e d g e ,  n o t  a  h y p o t h e s i s  b u t  a  

c e r t a i n t y .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e  e v e r y  s c i e n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s e t  o f  d o g m a s  

f r i n g e d  r o u n d  b y  h y p o t h e s e s ,  a n d  t h e  a d v a n c e d  o r  e l e m e n t a r y  s t a g e  

r e a c h e d  b y  t h e  s c i e n c e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  w h i c h  i t s  d o g m a s  

b e a r  t o  i t s  h y p o t h e s e s .

B u t  t h e  w o r d  “ d o g m a ”  h a s  c o m e  t o  b e a r  a n  e v i l  c o n n o t a t i o n ,  a n d  

h a s  c o m e  t o  m e a n  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  m i n d  a n  a s s e r t i o n  w h i c h  i s  f o r c e d  o n  

o t h e r s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  c l e a r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  t r u t h .  A n d  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  

d o g m a  i s  b a d ,  a  b a r r i e r  t o  t r u e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a  h i n d r a n c e  t o  p r o g r e s s .  

I f  t r u t h  i s  t o  f r u c t i f y  i n  t h e  m i n d ,  t h e  m i n d  m u s t  w e l c o m e  i t ,  a s s i m i l a t e  

i t ,  b e c o m e  o n e  w i t h  i t .  A  t r u t h ,  h o w e v e r  t r u e ,  w h i c h  i s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  

f o r c e d  u p o n  t h e  m i n d  u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  i t ,  a n d  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  a l i e n  a m i d  

i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  s u c h  a  t r u t h  i s  n o t  o n l y  u s e l e s s  b u t  i s  a  p o s i t i v e  s o u r c e  

o f  d a n g e r .  I t  c r a m p s  a n d  f e t t e r s  m e n t a l  a c t i o n ,  i t  p r o d u c e s  b e w i l d e r ­

m e n t  a n d  c o n f u s i o n ; i n s t e a d  o f  e d u c a t i n g  i t  d w a r f s ,  a n d  i t  b e a t s  b a c k  

m e n t a l  c a p a c i t y  i n s t e a d  o f  d r a w i n g  i t  f o r t h .  S u c h  a  d o g m a  c a n n o t  b e  

a  c o n v i c t i o n ,  i t  c a n  o n l y  b e  a n  a s s e r t i o n ,  a n d  i t s  r e i t e r a t i o n  o n l y  i n ­

c r e a s e s  i t s  b e n u m b i n g  f o r c e .  N o  m a n  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  e n f o r c e  h i s  c o n v i c ­

t i o n  o n  a n o t h e r ,  t o  d e m a n d  a s s e n t  t o  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s ,  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  h i s  

c e r t a i n t i e s .  T r u e  t o  h i s  o w n  c o n v i c t i o n s  h e  m a y  b e ,  h o l d  t o  t h e m ,  l i v e  

b y  t h e m ,  d i e  f o r  t h e m :  b u t  f o r c e  t h e m  o n  o t h e r s — N o .  N o t  t h o u g h  

t h e y  b e  t h e  t r u e s t  o f  t r u t h s ,  t h e  m o s t  c e r t a i n  o f  c e r t a i n t i e s .

A n d  h e r e ,  a s  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e ,  c o m e s  i n  t h e  r u l e  o f  r i g h t  c o n d u c t .  

W h e n  a  m a n  h a s  f o u n d  a  t r u t h ,  o r  t h i n k s  h e  h a s  f o u n d  o n e ,  w h i c h  

i s  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  b e  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  m a n k i n d ,  h e  s h o u l d  s p e a k  i t  o u t .  W i t h ­

o u t  s u c h  s p e e c h  n o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o g r e s s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  

a l l  p i o n e e r s  o f  t h o u g h t  h a v e  t a k e n  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  a n d  b y  c l e a r  a n d  u n ­

h e s i t a t i n g  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w  t o  b e  t r u e  t h e y  h a v e  h e l p e d  

m a n k i n d  t o  m a k e  a  f o r w a r d  s t e p .  M e n  a r e  s t r u c k  b y  t h e  c l e a r  a s s e r ­

t i o n ;  i t  m a y  a w a k e n  i n  t h e m  s o m e  r e s p o n s e ;  t h e y  f e e l  s t i m u l a t e d ; t h e y  

e n q u i r e ,  t h e y  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t h e y  b e c o m e  c o n v i n c e d .  B u t  w h i l e  t h e  

p i o n e e r  s h o u l d  t h u s  s p e a k  o u t ,  h e  s h o u l d  n o t  e n d e a v o u r  t o  c o e r c e  

o t h e r s  i n t o  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  h i s  t r u t h .  L e t  h i m  s p e a k  i t  o u t  c l e a r l y ;  

w h e t h e r  o t h e r s  a c c e p t  i t  o r  n o t  s h o u l d  m a t t e r  n o t  t o  h i m .  H e  i s ,  f o r  

t h e  n o n c e ,  t h e  m o u t h  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  T r u t h  s p e a k s ,  a n d  h i s  m i s s i o n  i s  

f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h e  s p e a k i n g .  L e t  h i m  t e l l  f o r t h  t h e  t r u t h ,  l e t  h i m  s h o w  i t s  

b e a r i n g  o n  l i f e ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  o r  r e j e c t i o n .  H a v i n g  

t h u s  d o n e ,  h i s  d u t y  i s  d i s c h a r g e d ,  a n d  t h e  w o r d  s h o u l d  b e  l e f t  t o  g o  o n



i t s  w a y ,  t o  b e  f r e e l y  a c c e p t e d  o r  f r e e l y  r e j e c t e d  b y  e a c h  w h o  c o m e s  i n  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t .

B u t ,  i t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  a r g u e d ,  i f  a  t r u t h  b e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  g e n e r a l  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d .  W h y  n o t ?  N o  t r u t h s ,  

s a v e  t h e  m o s t  e l e m e n t a r y ,  c a n  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  e v e r y  o n e .  B a c h  

s c i e n c e  h a s  i t s  a b s t r u s e r  v e r i t i e s  t h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  t h o s e  

p r o f i c i e n t  i n  i t ,  b u t  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  m a y  i t  s t a t e  t h e s e  v e r i t i e s ,  a s s e r t  t h e m  

o n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  m a s t e r s  i n  s c i e n c e ,  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  

i s  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  a l l  s a v e  a d v a n c e d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  l e a v e  t h e m  t o  b e  

a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  u n l e a r n e d  a s  r e a s o n a b l e  h y p o t h e s e s ,  c o n g r u o u s  w i t h  

a c c e p t e d  t r u t h s ,  o r — i f  t h e  u n l e a r n e d  s o  p r e f e r — t o  b e  c a s t  a s i d e  a s  u n -  

v e r i f i a b l e .  T h e  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  d i s c o v e r e d  t r u t h  a r e  n o t  

t o  b e  h e l d  b a c k  t o  s u i t  t h e  m e a g r e  e f f o r t s  a n d  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  t h e  i n ­

d i f f e r e n t  a n d  t h e  s l o t h f u l ; t h e y  h a v e  t h e i r  r i g h t  o f  r e j e c t i o n ; l e t  t h a t  

s u f f i c e  t h e m .

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h i s  a s  r e g a r d s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y  i s  c l e a r .  W e  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  l a y  d o w n  d o g m a s  t o  w h i c h  w e  

d e m a n d  a s s e n t ,  b e  i t  e x p l i c i t  o r  i m p l i c i t ; w e  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  t r e a t  a s  

l e s s  w o r t h y  m e m b e r s  t h a n  o u r s e l v e s  a n y  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r s  w h o  d i s a g r e e  

f r o m  o u r  v i e w s  a n d  w h o  r e j e c t  o u r  s t a t e m e n t s .  B u t  w e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  

t o  c l e a r l y  a n d  d e f i n i t e l y  u t t e r  o u r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  a r e  

c a p a b l e  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  t o  e v e r y  o n e  o n  w h o s e  e a r s  t h e y  m a y  f a l l .  

T h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i s  a t t a i n a b l e  b y  a l l  w h o  c h o o s e  t o  d e v o t e  e n e r g y ,  

t i m e ,  e n d e a v o u r ,  t o  g a t h e r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a p a c i t i e s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e :  

t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  s o  c h o o s e — a n d  s u r e l y  s u c h  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r i g h t —  

h a v e  n o  c l a i m  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  c a p a c i t y  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  t h e  m e a s u r e  

o f  o u r  a s s e r t i o n .

A n d  l e t  i t  b e  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t r u t h s  t h e  d e m o n ­

s t r a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  n o t  t o  t h e  i n t e l l e c t ,  

a n d  t h a t  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  i s  a s  r i g o r o u s l y  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  t h e i r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r u t h s .  E v e r y  o n e  

a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  a  d i f f i c u l t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  

c a n n o t  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  a n  u n t r a i n e d  m i n d ,  a n d  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

c a p a c i t y  m u s t  b e  e d u c e d  e r e  s u c h  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d .  

I t  i s  e q u a l l y  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  a  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h  c a n n o t  b e  

e f f e c t i v e l y  m a d e  t o  a n y o n e  i n  w h o m  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  

e d u c e d  a n d  t r a i n e d .  T h a t  t h e r e  i s  h e s i t a t i o n  i n  a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  f a c t ,  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  g e n e r a l  c l a i m  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  e v i d e n c e s  a d d r e s s e d  

t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  w h e r e a s  a l l  m e n  a d m i t  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  i s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  s c e p t i c i s m  a s  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  w h i c h  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  o u r  g e n e r a t i o n .  I f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

l i f e  b e  a  r e a l i t y ,  t h e n  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  i t s  e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  

u n t i l  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  f u l f i l l e d ,  t h e  l i f e  w i l l  n o t  m a n i f e s t .  T o  t a k e  

b u t  o n e  i l l u s t r a t i o n : t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  M a s t e r s  c a n  b e  p r o v e n  t o  t h e



s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a s  M a s t e r s  c a n n o t  b e  p r o v e n  o n  

t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p l a n e s .  O n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n e  t h e  e x i s ­

t e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  m e n  w i t h  c e r t a i n  p o w e r s  c o u l d  b e  s h o w n ; o n  t h e  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l  p l a n e ,  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  k n o w l e d g e :  b u t  t h e  M a s t e r  i s  

a  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  t h e  s p i r i t  t r i u m p h a n t ,  a n d  o n l y  t o  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  

c a n  H e ,  a s  s u c h ,  b e  s h o w n .  L e t  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  h a p p y  e n o u g h  t o  

c a t c h  b u t  o n e  g l i m p s e  o f  H i m  k e e p  t h a t  m e m o r y  e v e r ,  a n d  b e  w i l l i n g  

a t  f i t  t i m e s  t o  b e a r  r e v e r e n t  w i t n e s s  t o  H i m .  B u t  w h a t  c a n  a v a i l  w o r d s  

o n  t h i s  h i g h  t h e m e ?  T h e  e y e s  o f  d e v o t i o n  a l o n e  c a n  p i e r c e  t h e  d a r k ­

n e s s ,  b u t  v e r i l y  t h e  d a w n  s h a l l  c o m e  a n d  w e  s h a l l  s e e .

U k e o s o p h g  ^ i s t o r i t a U g  ( E o t t s i b m b  a s  f i n b e r -  
t g i n g  a i l  J U l i g i o n s  a n b  <Sacrti>  ( S c r ip t u r e s .

[ A  P a p e r  r e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  P a r l ia m e n t  o f  R e l ig io n s ,  1893.]

O  h i s t o r y  o f  e i t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o r  r e l i g i o n s  w o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e  o r

i n t e l l i g e n t  t h a t  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  e l e m e n t — t h a t  s u p e r -  

s e n s u o u s  r e a l m  f r o m  w h i c h  a l l  u n s e e n  c a u s e s  e m a n a t e ,  t h a t  i d e a l  

w o r l d ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  w h i c h  t h e  t h i n k i n g ,  r e a s o n i n g  m i n d  p e r c e i v e s ,  

b u t  w h i c h  m a n  h a s  n e v e r  y e t  r e a l i z e d  i n  t h e  o u t e r  l i f e  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  

N e i t h e r  d o  w e  f i n d  s u c h  h i s t o r i e s  a s  e x i s t  i g n o r i n g  t h i s  m y s t i c  r e a l m .  

O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  a l l  t r e a t  o f  i t ,  a n d  e i t h e r ,  l i k e  E n f i e l d ,  f r a n k l y  

c o n f e s s  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o r  e n t i r e l y  m i s a p p r e ­

h e n d i n g  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  a s  f o o l i s h  o r  f r a u d u l e n t .  I n  

T h e  G n o s t ic s  a n d  t h e i r  R e m a in s , t h e  l e a r n e d  a u t h o r  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

T h e  C h r is t ia n  w r i t e r s  w h o  h a v e  t r e a te d  n p o n  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  d o c ­

t r i n e s  w e r e  ( O r ig e n  e x c e p t e d )  ig n o r a n t  e c c le s ia s t ic s ,  w h o  c o u ld  d is c e r n  n o t h i n g  in  

a n y  r e l ig io n  b e y o n d  i t s  o u t s id e  fo rm s , w h ic h  t h e y  c o n s t r u e d  in  t h e  w o r s t  p o s s ib le  

s e n s e , e v e n  s e e k i n g  f o r  t h e  m o s t  u n f a v o u r a b le  i n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  w h i c h  s u c h  o u t w a r d  

a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  s u s c e p t ib le .

I f  t h i s  s h a l l  s e e m  a  s e v e r e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e s e  c r i t i c s ,  a  v e r y  l i t t l e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k s  u n d e r  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  c o n v i n c e  a n y  c a n d i d  

r e a d e r  t h a t  i t  i s  b u t  t h e  s i m p l e  t r u t h .  I t  f o l l o w s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e s e  

d o c t r i n e s  h a v e  v e r y  r a r e l y  h a d  a  f a i r  h e a r i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  

d a y  t h e y  a r e  e n t i r e l y  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  b e c a u s e  s o  c o n t i n u a l l y  m i s r e p r e ­

s e n t e d .  T h e  r e a l  d o c t r i n e s  h a v e  s e l d o m  b e e n  h e a r d  o f  i n  m o d e r n  

t i m e s .  B e l i e f s  t h a t  a r e  a s  o l d  a s  h u m a n  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  w h i c h  n u m b e r  

a m o n g  t h e i r  a d h e r e n t s  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e ,  p o s s e s s  a  

n o v e l t y  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  r e a d e r  t h a t  i s  s t r a n g e  i n d e e d ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  

a b o v e  s t a t e d .

A n n i e  B e s a n t .

r e m a r k :



T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t o r t e d  o u t  o f  a l l  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e i r  t r u e  

i n t e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g .  T h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  m o d e r n  

t h o u g h t ,  w h e n  t h e s e  o l d  t r u t h s  a r e  b e i n g  r e - s t a t e d ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  a  

c a n d i d  h e a r i n g .  T o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  r e s u l t  c o n s t i t u t e s  o n e  o b j e c t  o f  

t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

T h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  b o d y  o f  d o c t r i n e s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  T h e o s o p h y ,  a n d  

w h i l e  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  e m b o d y  m a n y  t r u t h s ,  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  m a n y  n a m e s ,  

k n o w n  t o  a l l  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  u n d e r l y i n g  a l l  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  p h i l o ­

s o p h i e s ,  t h e y  c o n c e r n  a l s o  t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a l l  r e a l  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  

a l l  t r u e  k n o w l e d g e ,  n o  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  e t h i c s .

I t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a c e  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  i n  d e t a i l  t h r o u g h  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  m a n  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m i s a p p r e h e n ­

s i o n  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o ;  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  

f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  s a c r e d  a n d  s e c r e t ,  r e q u i r i n g  a  

k e y  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  T h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  s e c r e c y  n e e d  n o t  

h e r e  b e  e n t e r e d  i n t o ,  f o r  n o  o n e  a t  a l l  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i l l  

d e n y  t h e  f a c t .  T h e  a u t h o r  o f  T h e  G n o s t ic s  a n d  t h e i r  R e m a in s , t o  w h o m  

I  a m  i n d e b t e d  f o r  m a n y  v a l u a b l e  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  s a y s :

S e c r e t  S o c ie t ie s ,  e s p e c i a l ly  t h a t  o n e  o f  w h i c h  t h e  m a x im  w a s , a s  C le m e n s  t e l l s  

u s , t h e  t r u l y  w is e  o n e ,  " L e a r n  t o  k n o w  a l l ,  b u t  k e e p  t h y s e l f  u n k n o w n ,”  e r e c t  n o  

m o n u m e n t s  to  a t t r a c t  t h e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ;  t h e y  d e a l  in  s y m b o ls  t o  b e  p r i v a t e l y  

c i r c u la t e d ,  o r  e ls e  t h e y  e m b o d y  t h e i r  t e n e t s  in  m y s t i c  d r a w in g s  l i k e  t h e  O p h i t e  

D ia g r a m m a , a n d  in  p a p y r i ,  l o n g  s i n c e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f la m e s .

N o w ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  v i z . ,  t h e  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  d e r i v e d  b y  

t h e  i g n o r a n t  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  f o r m  a n d  s y m b o l s  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  c o n ­

c e a l m e n t  b y  t h e  i n i t i a t e d  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  i t  m a y  v e r y  n a t u r a l l y  b e  a s k e d ,

H o w  c a n  a n y o n e  i n  m o d e r n  t i m e s ,  o r  s i n c e  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  M y s t e r i e s  

i n  G r e e c e  a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  r e a l l y  a r e ?  

C e r t a i n  i t  i s  t h a t  m e r e  c u r i o s i t y  o r  i d l e  a n d  i g n o r a n t  s p e c u l a t i o n  c a n  

n e v e r  d i s c e r n  t h e m .  T o  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  t h e y  a r e  f o r  e v e r  a  s e a l e d  b o o k .

B u t  j u s t  a s  a l l  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  i n s p i r e d  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e i r  

s e e r s  a n d  p r o p h e t s ,  s o  h a s  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  h a d  i t s  w i s e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  

i n  a l l  a g e s .  W h a t  m u s i c  w a s  t o  t h e  i n t u i t i v e  g e n i u s  o f  a  B e e t h o v e n  o r  

a  M o z a r t ,  a n d  w h a t  i t  b e c a m e  u n d e r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n — a  r e v e l a t i o n  

o f  b e a u t y  a n d  h a r m o n y — s u c h  h a s  t h e  S e c r e t  S c i e n c e  e v e r  b e e n  t o  

t h o s e  w h o  k n o w ,  a n d  s u c h  t h e i r  r e v e l a t i o n s  t o  “ t h e  l i s t e n i n g  e a r  a n d  

t h e  f a i t h f u l  b r e a s t . ”

I n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t r a c e  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s ,  i n  o u t l i n e  a t  l e a s t ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e s ,  o n e  m u s t  f i r s t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  a r e .

T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h r e e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s :

(a) A n  O m n ip r e s e n t ,  E t e r n a l ,  B o u n d le s s ,  a n d  I m m u t a b le  P r i n c i p le  o n  w h i c h  a l l  

• p e c u l a t i o n  is  im p o s s ib le ,  s i n c e  i t  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  h u m a n  c o n c e p t io n  a n d  

c o u l d  o n l y  b e  d w a r fe d  b y  a n y  h u m a n  e x p r e s s io n  o r  s i m i l i t u d e .1



T h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  i d e a  m u s t  b e  g r a s p e d  a n d  f o l l o w e d  t h r o u g h  

v a r i e d  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  u n d e r  m a n y  n a m e s ,  a n d  n o  o t h e r  

p r o p o s i t i o n  c a n  b e  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h a t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  i t .  T h e  s e c o n d  

p o s t u l a t e  i s :

(b) T h e  E te rn ity  o f  t h e  U n iv e r s e  in  to to , a s  a  b o u n d le s s  p la n e :  p e r io d ic a l ly  

“ t h e  p la y g r o u n d  o f  n u m b e r le s s  U n iv e r s e s  in c e s s a n t ly  m a n i f e s t i n g  a n d  d is a p p e a r ­

i n g , "  c a l le d  t h e  “ M a n if e s t in g  S t a r s ”  a n d  t h e  “ S p a r k s  o f  E t e r n i t y . "  T h e  a p p e a r ­

a n c e  a n d  d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  w o r ld s  i s  l i k e  a  r e g u l a r  t i d a l  e b b  o f  f lu x  a n d  r e f lu x .

H e r e i n  i s  p o s t u l a t e d  t h e  L a w  o f  C y c l e s ,  a l i k e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a t o m s  

o r  s u n s ,  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  m a n  a s  t o  s o l a r  s y s t e m s .  T h e  t h i r d  p o s t u l a t e  i s :

((c) T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  a l l  S o n ia  w i t h  t h e  U n iv e r s a l  O v e r - S o u l,  t h e  

l a t t e r  b e i n g  i t s e l f  a n  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  U n k n o w n  R o o t ;  a n d  t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  p i lg r i m a g e  

f o r  e v e r y  S o u l — a  s p a r k  o f  t h e  fo r m e r — t h r o u g h  t h e  C y c l e  o f  I n c a r n a t io n  (o r  N e c e s ­

s i ty )  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  C y c l i c  a n d  K a r m i c  L a w , d u r i n g  t h e  w h o le  te r m .

F r o m  t h e s e  t h r e e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h e  e n t i r e  p h i l o s o p h y  

u n f o l d s  o r  e m a n a t e s ,  j u s l  a s  C o s m o s  i s s u e s  f r o m  t h e  O n e  E t e r n a l  P r i n ­

c i p l e .  I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  t h u s  c l e a r l y  f o r m u l a t e d  c a n  

a n y w h e r e  b e  f o u n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y .  T h e  

p h i l o s o p h y  o f  e v o l u t i o n  t h u s  s e t  f o r t h  f u r n i s h e s  a  k e y  b y  w h i c h  t h e  

m y s t e r i o u s  c h a m b e r s  a n d  s e c r e t  c r y p t s  o f  a n t i q u i t y  m a y  b e  o p e n e d  a n d  

e x p l o r e d .

T h e  p iv o t a l  d o c t r in e  o f  t h e  E s o t e r ic  p h i l o s o p h y  a d m it s  n o  p r i v i l e g e s  o r  s p e c ia l  

g i f t s  t o  m a n , s a v e  th o s e  w o n  b y  h i s  o w n  E g o  t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  e f fo r t  a n d  m e r it ,  

t h r o u g h o u t  a  l o n g  s e r ie s  o f  m e t e m p s y c h o s e s  a n d  r e in c a r n a t io n s .

B e a r i n g  t h e s e  f u n d a m e n t a l  i d e a s  i n  m i n d ,  w e  m a y  b r i e f l y  c o n s i d e r  

a  f e w  a m o n g  t h e  a l m o s t  i n n u m e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

a n d  e m b o d i m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y - s i x  c e n t u r i e s .

I t  i s  a  f a m i l i a r  s a y i n g  t h a t  a l l  o u r  g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i e s  

h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  f a r  E a s t .  I f  t h i s  b e  t r u e  i n  a  g e n e r a l  s e n s e ,  i t  i s  

t r u e  i n  a  s p e c i a l  s e n s e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  S e c r e t  W i s d o m .  K i n g  s a y s  t h a t :

S o  l o n g  a s  p h i l o s o p h y  w a s  c u l t i v a t e d  in  G r e e c e ,  I n d ia  w a s  e v e r  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  

u lt im a t e  a n d  p u r e  s o u r c e  o f  t r u e  w is d o m .

P h e r e c y d e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r e c e p t o r  o f  P y t h a g o r a s ,  i s  s a i d  b y  J o s e p h u s  

t o  h a v e  d e r i v e d  h i s  d o c t r i n e s  f r o m  t h e  E g y p t i a n s ,  a n d  h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  

p u p i l  a n d  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  I t a l i c  S c h o o l  o f  P h i l o s o p h y ,  w e n t  a l s o  t o  

E g y p t  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  s t u d i e s .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  i s  

k n o w n  t o  h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  h i s  d o c t r i n e s  t o  w r i t i n g .  E g y p t  w a s  a t  

t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s e a t  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  w i t h  c o l l e g e s  a t  H e l i o p o l i s ,  T h e b e s ,  

M e m p h i s ,  e t c .

I a m b l i c h u s  r e l a t e s  t h a t  P y t h a g o r a s ,  a f t e r  s p e n d i n g  t w e n t y - t w o  

y e a r s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  E g y p t ,  w e n t  t o  t h e  f a r  E a s t  t o  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  t h e  

P e r s i a n  a n d  C h a l d s e a n  M a g i ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  G y m  n o s o p h i s t s .  

T h e  r e a l  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  P y t h a g o r a s  b e i n g  t h u s  c l e a r l y  

d e f i n e d ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  h e  t a u g h t  b u t  c o n f i r m  t h e i r  s o u r c e .  I n  a  f o r m  

m o r e  o r  l e s s  v e i l e d  b y  s y m b o l  a n d  a l l e g o r y  h e  t a u g h t  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .



F o l l o w i n g  P y t h a g o r a s  c a m e  B u d d h a ,  t h e  g r e a t  I n d i a n  r e f o r m e r  o f  

B r i h m a n i s m ,  w h o s e  e n t i r e  l i f e  a n d  d o c t r i n e s  w e r e  b u t  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  o l d  W i s d o m - R e l i g i o n .  T h e  

S o c r a t i c  d o c t r i n e  a s  e x p o u n d e d  b y  P l a t o  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  

t h e  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  P o r c h  a n d  t h e  A c a d e m y  

n o t  o n l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  g l o r y  o f  G r e e c e  a n d  l a t e r  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ,  a n d  

l a r g e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  b u t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  

w o r l d  t o - d a y ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  a l l  g r e a t  t h i n k e r s  

a n d  w r i t e r s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .  P l a t o  w a s  a n  

I n i t i a t e ,  a n d  t h e  c o r e  o f  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h e  t h r e e  p o s t u l a t e s  a l r e a d y  

q u o t e d .

T h e  E s s e n e s ,  w h o m  P h i l o  J u d a e u s  a n d  J o s e p h u s  d e s c r i b e  a s  e x i s t i n g  

i n  P a l e s t i n e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  C h r i s t ,  K i n g  d e c l a r e s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  “ B u d d h ­

i s t  m o n k s  i n  e v e r y  p a r t i c u l a r , ”  a s  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  E d i c t s  o f  A s h o k a .  

T h e  w o r d  E s s e n e s  o r  H e s s e n e s ,  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  A r a b i c  h e s s a n — p u r e .  

O n e  h a s  o n l y  t o  r e a d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  g i v e n  b y  P h i l o  a n d  J o s e p h u s  l o  l e a r n  

t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  E s s e n e s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  J e s u s ,  b e a r i n g  

i n  m i n d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  E s s e n e s  a n d  C h r i s t  s p e a k  o f  a  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  

n o t  t o  b e  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  m u l t i t u d e .

S o m e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  D e  Q u i n c y  i n  a  p o p u l a r  e s s a y  t o o k  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t :

U n l e u  i t  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  E s s e n e s  w e r e  t h e  e a r l y  C h r is t ia n s  i t  m u s t  b e  

c o n c e d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e e d  o f  a  r e v e la t io n  t h r o u g h  C h r is t ,  a s  h i s  t e a c h i n g s  

w e r e  a ll  a n t ic ip a t e d  b y  t h e  E s s e n e s .

T h e  E s s e n e s  w e r e  s w o r n  n o t  t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  e x c e p t  

a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  s w o r n  a l s o  n o t  t o  w r i t e  o f  i t ,  e x c e p t  

i n  a l l e g o r y  a n d  s y m b o l i s m .  T h i s  i s  e x p r e s s l y  s t a t e d  b y  P h i l o ; a n d  u p o n  

t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  E u s e b i u s ,  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y ,  g i v e s  

t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  G o s p e l s  a n d  E p i s t l e s  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  w e r e  

t h e  s e c r e t  b o o k s  o f  t h e  E s s e n e s .  I n  p r o o f  o f  t h i s  E u s e b i u s  c i t e s  t h e  

e x e r c i s e s ,  f e s t i v a l s ,  a n d  r u l e s  i n  v o g u e  a m o n g  t h e  E s s e n e s  a s  r e c o r d e d  

b y  P h i l o ,  a n d  d e c l a r e s  t h e m  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  p r a c t i s e d  b y  t h e  C h r i s ­

t i a n s  o f  h i s  o w n  d a y .  E u s e b i u s  w a s  a n x i o u s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  E s s e n e s  

w e r e  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w h e n  t h e  f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  t h e  

l a t e r  E s s e n e s ,  a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  n u m b e r  “ f r o m  w i t h o u t , ”  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

t h e  “ u n i n i t i a t e d , ”  w h o  p o s s e s s e d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c r e t  w i s d o m ,  o r  

G n o s i s ,  r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e m  b y  J e s u s ,  p r e s e r v e d  b y  t h e  s a g e s  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  

p e o p l e  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  C h r i s t ,  a n d  d e r i v e d  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  t h e  H e s s a n  

o r  p u r e  B u d d h i s t  m o n k s .  B u d d h a  o r i g i n a t e d  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  n o  m o r e  

t h a n  d i d  J e s u s ,  f o r  w e  f i n d  t h e m  t a u g h t  b y  P l a t o .  P y t h a g o r a s  a n d  

Z o r o a s t e r ,  i f  w e  b u t  f o l l o w  t h e  k e y  f o r  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

O f  t h e  m a n y  s c h o o l s  t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  

o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  o u r  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  t h e  G n o s t i c s  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i s t s  f o u n d e d  b y  A m m o n i u s  S a c c a s .  “  I t  i s  a  n o t i c e a b l e  f a c t



t h a t  n e i t h e r  Z o r o a s t e r ,  B u d d h a ,  O r p h e u s ,  P y t h a g o r a s ,  C o n f u c i u s ,  S o c r a t e s  

n o r  A m m o n i u s  S a c c a s ,  c o m m i t t e d  a n y t h i n g  t o  w r i t i n g . "  W h a t e v e r  w e  

n o w  p o s s e s s  o f  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g s  h a s  b e e n  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s  o r  

f r o m  t h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  F o r  t h e  b e s t  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  G n o s t i c  t e a c h ­

i n g s  w e  a r e  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  F a t h e r s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

r e f u t e  a n d  d e s t r o y  t h e m .  K i n g  d e c l a r e s  h i m s e l f  m o s t  i n d e b t e d  t o  T h e  

R e f u t a t io n  o f  a l l  H e r e s ie s ,  a  w o r k  c o m p o s e d  b y  H i p p o l y t u s ,  B i s h o p  o f  

O s t i a ,  w h o  w a s  h i m s e l f  p u t  t o  d e a t h  a . d .  2 2 2 . I r e n s e u s  a n d  O r i g e n ,  

w i t h  t h e  s a m e  p u r p o s e  i n  v i e w ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  s a m e  r e s u l t .

T h e  G n o s t i c  t e a c h i n g s  s e e m  f i r s t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  S i m o n  

M a g u s ,  t h e n  b y  M e a n d e r  a n d  b y  B a s i l i d e s  a t  A l e x a n d r i a ,  w h o  d i e d  

a b o u t  a . d . 1 3 8  a n d  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  V a l e n t i n u s ,  w h o  w a s  b o r n  o f  J e w i s h  

p a r e n t s  a t  A l e x a n d r i a  a n d  w h o  w a s  s t y l e d  t h e  “ p r o f o u n d e s t  d o c t o r "  o f  

t h e m  a l l .

T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d o c t r in e s  h e l d  in  c o m m o n  b y  a l l  t h e  c h ie f s  o f  t h e  G n 6 s is  w a s  

t h a t  t h e  v is ib l e  c r e a t io n  w a s  n o t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  D e it y ,  b u t  o f  t h e  

D e m iu r g o s ,  a  s i m p le  e m a n a t io n ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  d e g r e e s  r e m o v e d  fr o m  t h e  G o d h e a d .

T h i s  d o c t r i n e  o f  e m a n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  t e a c h i n g s  

t o  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  r e f e r r e d .  I t  w a s  d e r i v e d  j o i n t l y  f r o m  t h e  Z e n d a v e s t a  

a n d  t h e  K a b a l a h ,  a n d  w a s  t h u s  o f  C h a l d a e o - P e r s i a n  a n d  I n d o - E g y p t i a n  

o r i g i n .  I t  w a s  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  M y s t e r i e s  o f  I n i t i a t i o n ,  a n d  w a s  t h e n ,  a s  i t  

i s  n o w ,  a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  d o c t r i n e .

T h e  M a g i  a n d  t h e  K a b a l i s t s  w e r e  I n i t i a t e s  a n d  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  a n d  

t h e  G n o s t i c s  t a u g h t  t h e  s a m e  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h e  s e v e n - f o l d  f o r m  i n  

w h i c h  a l l  e m a n a t i o n s  p r o c e e d ,  t h e  s e v e n  p l a n e s  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  s e v e n  

p r i n c i p l e s  i n  m a n ,  w e r e  m o r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  K a b a l a h ,  

o f  C h a l d a e o - P e r s i a n  o r i g i n ,  u n d e r  t h e  f o r m  o f  A n g e l s ,  P r i n c i p a l i t i e s  

a n d  P o w e r s ,  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  G o d s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  G r e e k  w r i t e r s ,  t h e  

“ C r e a t o r s ”  a n d  “ B u i l d e r s ”  o f  T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e .  T h i s  s e p t e n a r y  

t e a c h i n g  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  p r o n o u n c e d  w i t h  t h e  O p h i t e  s e c t ,  a  b r a n c h  o f  

t h e  G n o s t i c  s c h o o l .  A g a i n s t  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  o f  e m a n a t i o n s ,  t h e  C h u r c h  

F a t h e r s  w a g e d  a  c o n t i n u a l  w a r f a r e ,  a n d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  h e r e s i e s  o f  t h e  

e a r l y  C h u r c h  a r o s e  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  b i t t e r  d i s p u t e s  c o n ­

c e r n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  C h r i s t :  a n d  t h o u g h  m a n y  a  C h u r c h  F a t h e r  w a s  

t i n c t u r e d  w i t h  G n o s t i c i s m ,  t h e y  w e r e  o v e r - r u l e d  o r  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  

m o r e  i g n o r a n t  p r i e s t s  w i t h  t h e  r a b b l e  a t  t h e i r  b a c k s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  g i v i n g  

t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w o r l d  a  p e r s o n a l ,  m a l e  D e i t y  a n d  v i c a r i o u s  a t o n e m e n t  

i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  m o r e  b e n e f i c e n t  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d o c t r i n e .  A n t i q u i t y  

s h o w s  n o  w o r s e  t y p e  t h a n  t h e  J e w i s h  J e h o v a h ,  a n d  n o  w o r s e  c o n f u s i o n  

t h a n  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  d i s p u t e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  D o c e t i c  G n o s i s .

T h e  s c h o o l  o f  T h e o s o p h i s t s  f o u n d e d  b y  A m m o n i u s  S a c c a s  a r o s e  

a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y .  H i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  P o r p h y r y ,  

P l o t i n u s ,  P r o c l u s ,  I a m b l i c h u s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w e r e  s t y l e d  N e o -  

p l a t o n i s t s .



T h e i r  m o t i v e  a i m e d ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  a t  a  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  

P l a t o ,  b u t  A m m o n i u s  u n d e r t o o k  t o  b r i n g  o r d e r  o u t  o f  c h a o s ,  a g r e e m e n t  

o u t  o f  f i e r c e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  a n d  s o  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e i g n  o f  U n i v e r s a l  

B r o t h e r h o o d ,  a m o n g  a l l  c l a s s e s .  H e  u n d e r t o o k  t o  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  

f u n d a m e n t a l  d o c t r i n e s  w e r e  t h e  s a m e  a m o n g  m a n y  s e c t s .  A m o n g  t h e  

G n o s t i c s  t h e  s e v e r e s t  p e n a l t y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  r e f u s e d  t o  l i s t e n  o r  t o  

b e l i e v e  w a s  w a n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s u b j u g a t i o n  t o  M a t t e r ,  a n d  w i t h  

A m m o n i u s  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  i g n o r a n c e  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  m i s f o r t u n e ,  

a n d  d i s b e l i e f  n o  c r i m e .  B o t h  G n o s t i c s  a n d  T h e o s o p h i s t s  t a u g h t  R e ­

i n c a r n a t i o n  a n d  K a r m a ,  a s  d i d ,  i n  o n e  f o r m  o r  a n o t h e r ,  n e a r l y  a l l  

p h i l o s o p h i e s  a n d  r e l i g i o n s  o f  a n t i q u i t y .  I n d e e d ,  e v e n  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  G n o s t i c i s m  a n d  N e o p l a t o n i s m  w i l l  s h o w ,  

p r o v i d e d  i t  b e  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  m a d e  a n d  w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e ,  t h a t  t h e  m o v e ­

m e n t  i n a u g u r a t e d  i n  1 8 7 5  b y  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y ,  w a s  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  

t h a t  u n d e r t a k e n  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t e e n  c e n t u r i e s  a g o  b y  A m m o n i u s  S a c c a s .  

T h e  t e a c h i n g s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e ,  a n d  t h e  m o t i v e s  i d e n t i c a l .  

H e r e  t h e n  i s  a  d i r e c t  l i n e  o f  d e s c e n t .  F r o m  P y t h a g o r a s  t o  P l a t o ,  w i t h  

t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  B u d d h a  l a y i n g  m o r e  s t r e s s  o n  e t h i c s  t h a n  o n  p h i l o ­

s o p h y ,  a n d  s o  a s  a  r e f o r m e r  f o u n d i n g  a  n e w  r e l i g i o n  o n  t h a t  a l r e a d y  

g r o w i n g  c o r r u p t ;  t h e n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  E s s e n e s  a n d  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a n  

T h e r a p e u t s e ,  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  C h r i s t ,  J e s u s  t a u g h t  t h e  s a m e  d o c t r i n e  a n d  

i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  s a m e  r e f o r m  i n  J u d a i s m  a s  h a d  B u d d h a  i n  B r f t h m a n i s m .  

T h e  G n o s t i c s  a n d  T h e o s o p h i s t s  k e p t  a l i v e  t h e  o l d  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  

V e d a s ,  t h e  Z e n d a v e s t a ,  t h e  K a b a l a h  a n d  t h e  E g y p t i a n  S e c r e t  W i s d o m  

— a l w a y s  T h e o s o p h y — t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ,  t i l l  t h e  s u b l i m e  p h i l o s o p h y  

r e c e i v e d  a  c h e c k  u n d e r  C o n s t a n t i n e ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  M o h a m m e d a n  c o n ­

q u e s t  a n d  t h e  b u r n i n g  o f  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a n  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  d a r k  a g e s  b e g a n .

D i v i n e  p h i l o s o p h y  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  y i e l d  t o  b r u t e  f o r c e  a n d  e c c l e s i ­

a s t i c a l  s u p r e m a c y .  T h e s e  s a m e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  f o u n d  a  h o m e  

i n  A r a b i a  w i t h  t h e  A l c h e m i s t s  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  a n d  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  

w e r e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a l c h e m i c a l  n o m e n c l a t u r e .  

T h e y  m a y  a l s o  b e  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  s o n g s  o f  t h e  T r o u b a d o u r s  a n d  M i n n e ­

s i n g e r s ,  a s  t h e s e  w a n d e r i n g  m i n s t r e l s  r o a m e d  o v e r  E u r o p e  i n  t h e  

M i d d l e  A g e s .  L i k e  t h e  B e a t r i c e  o f  D a n t e ,  t h e  “ L a d y - L o v e ”  o f  t h e  

T r o u b a d o u r  w a s  o f t e n  t h e  “  D i v i n e  S o p h i a , ”  w h i l e  i n  m a n y  a  l e g e n d  

a n d  f a i r y t a l e ,  l i k e  " C o l i n  C l o u t ”  a n d  t h e  “ R e d b o o k  o f  A p p i n , ”  w a s  

t h e  s a m e  s e c r e t  d i s g u i s e d .

R o g e r  B a c o n  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  P a r a c e l s u s  i n  t h e  

f o u r t e e n t h  s t a n d  a s  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a n d  I n i t i a t e s  i n  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .  

T i m e  w i l l  n o t  p e r m i t  p o i n t s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n ,  n o r  e v e n  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  a l l  

a u t h o r s  o r  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  b e a r  d i r e c t  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

d o c t r i n e s .  T h e  S o c i e t y  o f  R o s i c r u c i a n s ,  o r i g i n a t i n g ,  i t  i s  s u p p o s e d ,  i n  

t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  m i g h t  b e  c l a s s e d  a s  P l a t o n i c ,  G n o s t i c ,  T h e o ­

s o p h i c ,  K a b a l i s t i c ,  M a s o n i c  o r  A l c h e m i c ,  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  

e m b o d i e d ,  p h i l o s o p h i z e d  u p o n ,  a n d  y e t  c o n c e a l e d ,  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .



T h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s y s t e m s  o f  N e w t o n ,  D e s c a r t e s ,  L e i b n i t z ,  a n d  

S p i n o z a ,  a l l  e m b o d y  p o s t u l a t e s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  S e c r e t  

D o c t r i n e ,  a n d  c a n  o n  t h i s  b a s i s  b e  r e c o n c i l e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e r e  

w o u l d  b e  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  S i r  I s a a c  N e w t o n ’ s  i n d e b t e d ­

n e s s  t o  t l i e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  “ T e u t o n i c  T h e o s o p h e r , ”  J a k o b  B o h m e n ,  b y  

b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  a s  A n d r e a s  F r e h e r  a n d  

W i l l i a m  L a w  w e r e  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  o f  N e w t o n ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  

r e a s o n  t h a t  c o p i o u s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  B o h m e n  w e r e  

f o u n d  a m o n g  N e w t o n ' s  p o s t h u m o u s  p a p e r s .  N o  p r i n c i p l e  e m b o d i e d  

i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  N e w t o n  i s  a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  B o h m e n .  

W h a t  N e w t o n  d i d  w a s  t o  g i v e  t o  t h e s e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a  

s c i e n t i f i c  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  a  m a t h e m a t i c a l  f o r m u l a r y ,  s o  a s  t o  f i t  i n  w i t h  

t h e  a d v a n c i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  a g e .  N e w t o n ’ s  f i r s t  l a w ,  t h a t  

a t t r a c t i o n  a n d  r e p u l s i o n  a r e  e q u a l  a n d  o p p o s i t e ,  i s  b u t  a  m a t h e m a t i c a l  

f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  H i n d u  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  “ p a i r s  o f  o p p o s i t e s , ”  o r  

t h e  d u a l i s m  o f  n a t u r e  a s  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  K a b a l a h ,  a n d  i n  a l l  t h e  M y s t e r i e s .

T r a c i n g  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  r e l i g i o n s ,  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  

V e d a s ,  t h e  E g y p t i a n ,  C h a l d a e a n  o r  e a r l i e r  G r e e k  M y s t e r i e s ,  o r  i n  t h e  

K a b a l a h ,  a n d  c o m p a r i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  s e c r e t  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  E s s e n e s ,  

t h e  G n o s t i c s ,  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a n  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  t h e  R o s i c r u c i a n s ,  a n d  t h e  

M e d i a e v a l  A l c h e m i s t s ,  w e  f i n d  n o t  o n l y  g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  s u b ­

s t a n t i a l  h a r m o n y ,  b u t  f a r  m o r e  c o n s i s t e n c y  t h a u  a m o n g  s c i e n t i s t s  f r o m  

t h e  d a j ' s  o f  N e w t o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  h e a t  o f  t h e  s u n ;  o r  

b e t w e e n  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

m a t t e r ,  o r  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a t o m .  I f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e  c a n  b e  c a l l e d  

e x a c t ,  t h e s e  o l d e r  d o c t r i n e s  c a n n o t  b e  c a l l e d  f a n c i f u l .  T h e r e  i s  c o n ­

t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  o l d  t e a c h i n g s  a  s c i e n c e  m o r e  e x a c t  a n d  p r o f o u n d  t h a n  

i s  3re t  k n o w n  t o  m o d e r n  t i m e s ,  f o r  t h e  a n c i e n t  I n i t i a t e d  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  

t h e  m o s t  s u b t l e  m e t a p h y s i c i a n s ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  c o r r e c t  r e a s o n e r s ,  t h e y  

w e r e  i n  t h e  t r u e s t  s e n s e  P h i l o s o p h e r s .

T h e  t h r e e  p o s t u l a t e s  o f  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  a l l  

t h e s e  o l d  p h i l o s o p h i e s .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p a r e d  a n d  a n n o t a t e d  

t h r o u g h  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  h e r  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e .  S u c h  

c o m p a r i s o n  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n  a r e  n o t  t h e  e x ­

c l u s i v e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a n y  o n e  r e l i g i o n ,  l e a s t  o f  a l l  d o  t h e y  b e l o n g  

e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n .  I t  c a n  b e  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  e v e r y  r e l i g i o n  h a s  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  e s o t e r i c  b a s i s ,  a n d  

t h a t  b a s i s  i s  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .

I f  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  r i t u a l s ,  a n d  g l y p h i c s  o f  F r e e  M a s o n r y  b e  e x a m i n e d  

w i t h  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  K a b a l a h  a s  i s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  M r .  J .  R a l s t o n  

S k i n n e r ,  n o t  a  s h a d o w  o f  d o u b t  c a n  r e m a i n  a s  t o  i t s  o r i g i n  a n d  s i g n i f i ­

c a n c e .  I t s  a n c i e n t  l a n d - m a r k s  a r e  b u t  t h e  o u t e r  f o r m ,  t h e  d e a d  l e t t e r ,  

o f  t h e  m o s t  a u c i e n t  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  M y s t e r i e s  o f  O c c u l t  T h e o s o p h y .  

M o r e  t h a n  o n e  M a s o n i c  w r i t e r ,  l i k e  D r .  O l i v e r  a n d  D r .  M a c k e y ,  t r a c e  

M a s o n r y  t o  t h e  S e c r e t  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  E s s e n e s ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n



t r a d i t i o n s  o f  M a s o n r y  c l a i m  Z o r o a s t e r  a n d  P y t h a g o r a s  a s  a n c i e n t  

M a s t e r s  i n  t h e  c r a f t .

T h e  e n t i r e  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  r i t u a l s  o f  M a s o n r y  c l u s t e r  r o u n d  t h e  

l e g e n d  o f  H i r a m  A b i f ,  t h e  “ w i d o w ’ s  s o n , ”  w h o  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  i n  t h e  

d e f e n c e  o f  h i s  i n t e g r i t y .  T h e  M y s t e r y  o f  C h r i s t ,  w h o ,  l i k e  K r i s h n a  

b e f o r e  h i m ,  w a s  t h e  “ s o n  o f  a  v i r g i n , ”  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  S e c r e t  

W i s d o m .  T h e  “ s o n  o f  t h e  w i d o w , ”  a n d  t h e  “ s o n  o f  t h e  v i r g i n , ”  a r e  

a l i k e  f a t h e r l e s s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  G r e a t  S e c r e t ,  t h e  M y s t e r y  o f  t h e  A g e s .  

O n e  a n d  a l l ,  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d ,  t h e s e  m y s t e r i e s — o l d  a n d  f o r  e v e r  

n e w — c o n c e a l  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o u l  a n d  i t s  j o u r n e y  

t h r o u g h  m a t t e r .  T h e  E s s e n e s  h e l d  t h i s  s e c r e t  u n d e r  o a t h  o f  p e r p e t u a l  

c o n c e a l m e n t ,  a s  d i d  e v e r y  a n c i e n t  M y s t e r y .  J e s u s  p a r t i a l l y  r e v e a l e d  i t  

t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  J e w s ,  w h o  k n e w  t h e  s e c r e t ,  c o n s p i r e d  

w i t h  t h e  r a b b l e  t o  p u t  h i m  t o  d e a t h ,  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  

p e n a l t y ;  S o c r a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  J e s u s ,  a n d  P a u l  a f t e r w a r d s ,  s u f f e r e d  

t h e  s a m e  p e n a l t y .  A l l  t h r e e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  r a t h e r  s e l f - t a u g h t  t h a n  

f o r m a l l y  i n i t i a t e d .  T h o s e  w h o  t h e n  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  s e c r e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  h a d  i n  e a c h  c a s e  a b u s e d  t h e i r  p o w e r ,  a n d  p r o s t i -  

t u t e d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  y e t  t h e y  r e f u s e d  e i t h e r  t o  r e f o r m  o r  t o  

p e r m i t  a n y  o u t e r  r e v e l a t i o n .  N e i t h e r  A n c i e n t  n o r  M o d e r n  M y s t e r i e s ,  

n o r  S e c r e t  S o c i e t i e s  h a v e ,  o r  e v e r  h a d ,  a n y t h i n g  t o  c o n c e a l  f r o m  “ h i m  

w h o  k n o w s ”  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l ;  i t s  o r i g i n ,  n a t u r e ,  j o u r n e y  

t h r o u g h  m a t t e r  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  P a r a d i s e ,  o r  a b s o r p t i o n  i n  N i r v f i n a .

T h e  s e l f - t a u g h t  m y s t i c  w h o  d e r i v e s  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  t h r o u g h  h i s  o w n  

s p i r i t u a l  i n t u i t i o n s ,  o r  b y  s u b j e c t i v e  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  a  k n o w l e d g e  

o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ,  i s  u s u a l l y  a  r e l i g i o u s  e n t h u s i a s t ,  

o r  a  d r e a m e r .  H e  m a y  e v e n  f o u n d  a  r e l i g i o n  o r  a  s c h o o l ,  b u t  h e  c a n  n e v e r  

b e c o m e  a  r e a l  I n i t i a t o r .  H e  m a y  p o s s e s s  t h e  “ D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  H e a r t , ”  

a n d  p e r f o r m  a p p a r e n t  “ m i r a c l e s , ”  b u t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  a n  a d e p t  

o v e r  a l l  t h e  o c c u l t  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e .  T h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  m a n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  

c o m p l e t e  a t - o n e - m e n t o f  b o d y ,  s o u l ,  a n d  s p i r i t ,  o r  u n i v e r s a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  

w i t h  p e r f e c t  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  h e n c e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  u s e  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  g o o d .

J o h n  R e u c h l i n ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  “  H u m a n i s t s , ”  t h e  p r e c e p t o r  o f  

L u t h e r ,  c a l l e d  a l s o  t h e  “ F a t h e r  o f  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n , ”  w a s  a  p r o f o u n d  

K a b a l i s t ,  a n d  u n d e r t o o k  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  a b u s e s  o f  h i s  t i m e s  o n  t h e o ­

s o p h i c a l  l i n e s .  H e  r e s i s t e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e  r a i d  o f  t h e  D o m i n i c a n  

m o n k s  a n d  o t h e r  b i t t e r  a s s a i l a n t s ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  e n g r a f t  t h e  w i s e  a n d  

p u r e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  o n  t h e  g r o s s  i g n o r a n c e  o f  h i s  t i m e s .  A  

g l i m p s e  o f  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s  u n d e r  t h e o l o g i c a l  d r e s s  m a y  b e  f o u n d  i n  a n  

a n o n y m o u s  l i t t l e  v o l u m e  c a l l e d ,  T h e o lo g ia  G e r m a n ic a ,  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  

" b e e n  w r i t t e n  b y  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  s e c t  c a l l e d  t h e  “ F r i e n d s  o f  G o d . ”  T h i s  

b o o k  w a s  a  g r e a t  f a v o u r i t e  w i t h  L u t h e r ,  a s  w a s  R e u c h l i n  h i m s e l f ,  a s  

s h o w n  i n  L u t h e r ’ s  l e t t e r s .  T h e  a b u s e s  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n  g a v e  p l a c e  t o  

t h e  d o g m a  o f  f a i t h ,  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  l i g h t  d e r i v e d  t h r o u g h  T h e o ­

s o p h y  f e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r .  T h e  a g e  w a s  t o o  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  t o o



g r o s s  a n d  d e n s e .  T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  R e f o r m a t i o n  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  

b e e n  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  a f f a i r  i n d e e d .

A  s i n g l e  c o n c l u s i o n  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  d r a w n .  S o  f a r  a s  o u t e r  r e c o r d s  

g o ,  o r  i n n e r  m e a n i n g  h a s  b e e n  r e v e a l e d ,  t h i s  o l d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h i s  

a n c i e n t  s c i e n c e ,  t h i s  W i s d o m - R e l i g i o n ,  w a s  a s  p e r f e c t  a n d  a s  w e l l  

k n o w n  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  P y t h a g o r a s  a s  a t  a n y  l a t e r  p e r i o d .  P l a t o  a d d e d  

n o t h i n g  t o  i t .  H e  b u t  t r a n s m i t t e d ,  o r  c o n c e a l e d ,  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  h a d  

b e e n  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  I n i t i a t i o n .

T h e  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  o b v i o u s .  T h i s  S e c r e t  W i s d o m  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  P y r a m i d s  a n d  i s  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  V e d & n t a  o f  o l d  I n d i a ;  

a n d  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  s a g e s  a n d  R i s h i s  I n i t i a t e s ,  b u t  t h e  

t r u e  w i s d o m  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  t r a n s m i t t e d  f r o m  a g e  t o  a g e ;  a n d  

t h e  M a s t e r s  s p o k e n  o f  b y  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y ,  t h e  r e a l  a u t h o r s  a n d  i n *  

s p i r e r s  o f  h e r  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e , e x i s t  t o - d a y  a s  "  M a h d t m & s . ”  T h e  e v i d e n c e  

m a y  b e  f o u n d  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  I  h a v e  s o  i m p e r f e c t l y  s k e t c h e d ,  a n d  i s  

c o n f i r m e d  f o r  a l l  b u t  t h e  i g n o r a n t  a n d  t h e  s c o r n f u l  i n  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y ’ s  

g r e a t  w o r k .  T o  t h e  s t u d e n t  w h o  i s  r e a l l y  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  

e v i d e n c e  i s  c o n v i n c i n g  a n d  o v e r w h e l m i n g  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

a  c o r e  o f  t r u t h ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  n u m b e r l e s s  f o r m s ,  a n d  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  c o u n t l e s s  a g e s ,  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  g e n u i n e  I n i t i a t e s ,  a n d  

t h i s  c o r e  o f  t r u t h  i s  T h e o s o p h y .

T h e o s o p h y  h a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  h i s t o r y  a n d  a  l i t e r a t u r e  b u t  l i t t l e  

k n o w n  a n d  s e l d o m  e v e n  s u s p e c t e d  i n  t h e s e  l a t e r  t i m e s .  N o  d i s c o v e r y  

o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  n o  w e l l - d e f i n e d  a n d  w e l l - a u t h e n t i c a t e d  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

m o d e r n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  e x i s t s  t o - d a y  t h a t  w a s  u n k n o w n  t o  t h e  g e n u i n e  

I n i t i a t e  o f  o l d .  T h e  “ G r e a t  S e c r e t ”  w a s  n e v e r  f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  e x c e p t  

a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  s o u l .  O n e  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  f a c t ,  

a n d  i t s  b e a r i n g  u p o n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  r e a l  k n o w l e d g e ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  b e  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ^  e v e n  t h e  o u t e r  t e x t ,  o r  t h o s e  

g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  s y m b o l i s m .  T h e  

d e e p e r  m y s t e r i e s  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  o t h e r  e x p r e s s i o n  a s  t h e y  p e r t a i n  t o  

t h e  s o u l ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e .  I n i t i a t i o n  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  t r u e s t  s e n s e  a n  

e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  G r e a t  S e c r e t  i s  t a u g h t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  

a n d  p u t  i n  p r a c t i c a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  b y  t h e  n e o p h y t e  u n d e r  g u i d a n c e  o f  

h i s  i n s t r u c t o r s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  t r a v e s t y  a m o n g  M a s o n s  

o n  “ P r a c t i c a l ”  a n d  “ S y m b o l i c a l ”  o r  “ T h e o r e t i c a l  M a s o n r y . ”

L a n g u a g e  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  c o n v e y  t h e s e  d e e p e r  s e c r e t s  

t o  t h e  i g n o r a n t .  S y m b o l i s m  c o n c e a l s  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  p r o f a n e  a n d  

r e c o r d s  t h e m  f o r  t h e  k n o w i n g .  C o n c e a l m e n t  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

n e c e s s a r y  w h e r e  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  l o n g  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  T o  c o n c e a l ,  a n d  r e c o r d  i n  s y m b o l s ,  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  

s y n o n y m o u s .  H e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  k e y  o f  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e ,  a n d  t h e  

e s o t e r i c  b a s i s  o f  a l l  t r u e  r e l i g i o n s .  T o  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  t o  k n o w ,  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a l l  w i s d o m .  T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  a n d  t h e  W i s d o m -  

R e l i g i o n  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  s a m e ,  v i z . ,  T h e o s o p h y .  J .  D .  B u c k .



e3Thc g l a t t U  o f  . S a l a m i s .
N  t h e  t h i r d  d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  o f  T i s h r i n ,  o r  a s  y o u  m o d e r n s  t e r m

i t  O c t o b e r ,  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  

C h r i s t ,  I  w a t c h e d  t h a t  g r e a t  s e a  b a t t l e  o f  S a l a m i s ;  f i r s t  a t  m y  p o s t  a s  a  

s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  S i d o n i a n  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  t h e  f l e e t  o f  P e r s i a ,  w h e r e  I  s a w  

o n l y  a s  m u c h  o f  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  a s  a  f i g h t e r  c a n  s e e  w h i l e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  

o f  b a t t l e ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  w h e n  l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  m y  b o d y  a n d  d u t y  b y  t h e  

o r d e r  o f  K i n g  X e r x e s ,  a s  I  s t o o d  b e s i d e  h i m  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  v a s t  h o s t  

s l a i n  o n  t h a t  a n d  o t h e r  d a y s ,  a n d  w a t c h e d ,  a s  h e  w a s  d o i n g ,  t h e  d o w n ­

f a l l  o f  h i s  h o p e s .

W e  h a d  l o s t  h e a v i l y  b e f o r e  t h i s  d a y  b y  t h e  r e s i s t l e s s  f o r c e  o f  t e m ­

p e s t s ,  a n d  a t  A r t e m i s i u m ,  y e t  s t i l l  p o s s e s s e d  o v e r  a  t h o u s a n d  s h i p s ,  

w h e r e a s  t h e  e n e m y  h a d  o n l y  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h r e e  h u n d r e d ,  w h i l e  a s  f o r  

o u r  a r m i e s  o n  s h o r e ,  t h e y  w e r e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  t h a n  t h e  l e a v e s  o f  t h e  

t r e e s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  w e  l o c k e d  t h e  S p a r t a n s ,  A t h e n i a n s ,  a n d  C o r i n t h i a n s  

i n s i d e  t h e  n a r r o w  s t r a i t s ,  i t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  t h e y  m u s t  b e  a l r e a d y  c a p t u r e d ,  

a n d  w o u l d  b e  d e m o l i s h e d  a s  h a d  b e e n  t h o s e  S p a r t a n s  a t  T h e r m o p y l a e  

w h o  s o  v a i n l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  o u r  m y r i a d s — f o r  i t  i s  

o n l y  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  t i m e  w h e n  h o s t s  p o u r  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i u s l  u n i t s ,  a  

q u e s t i o n  o f  t i m e  a n d  l i v e s ,  a n d  K i n g  X e r x e s  h a d  t h e s e  a t  h i s  c o m m a n d  

t o  t h r o w  a w a y  a s  h e  t h o u g h t  f i t .

A s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  u n i t s ,  t h e  b a t t l e  h a d  b u t  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  t o  m e  a t  

f i r s t ,  t h e  t r i r e m e  i n  w h i c h  I  s e r v e d  a s  a r c h e r  h a d  e s c a p e d  t h e  r o c k s  o f  

M o u n t  P e l i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r u s h  o f  t h e  A t h e n i a n s  a t  A r t e m i s i u m ,  a n d  m i g h t  

a l s o  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h i s  e n g a g e m e n t ,  f o r  w e  w e r e  p l a c e d  n e a r  t h e  m o u t h  

o f  t h e  s t r a i t  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  B a y  o f  E l e u s i s ,  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  C y p r i a n  

s h i p s  t h a t  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  t h e  G r e e k s ,  w h i l e  a l o n g  

t h e  n a r r o w  s t r a i t s  l a y  t h e  C i l i c i a n ,  P a m p h y l i a n ,  I o n i a n  a n d  P e r s i a n  

f l e e t s ,  a s  c l o s e l y  p a c k e d  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  l i e  t o g e t h e r — t o o  c l o s e l y  p a c k e d ,  

a s  t h e  s e q u e l  p r o v e d .

T o  o u r  l e f t  s t o o d  t h e  m a i n  a r m y  o f  P e r s i a  o n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  . A S g a l e o s  

s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  w h e r e  w e  l a y  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  c l i f f  w h e r e o n  t h e  t h r o n e  

o f  X e r x e s  w a s  p l a n t e d ; h e r e  h e  c o u l d  o v e r l o o k  t h e  s t r a i t  a n d  i s s u e  h i s  

d i r e c t i o n s ,  w h i l e  h i s  s c r i b e s  w r o t e  d o w n  t h e  a c t i o n s  a n d  c o u r a g e  o r  

c o w a r d i c e  o f  t h o s e  b e n e a t h  t h i s  l o f t y  p e r c h .

F o r  t w o  h o u r s  a f t e r  d a y b r e a k  w e  w e r e  s h r o u d e d  i n  m i s t ,  s o  t h a t  w e  

c o u l d  n o t  s e e  e a c h  o t h e r ;  t h e n  a s  o n e  t r i r e m e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  l o o m e d  o u t  

o f  t h i s  l i f t i n g  v e i l  i n  a l l  t h e i r  b e a u t y  o f  g i l d i n g  a n d  c a r v e d  w o r k ,  I



t h i n k  n o  f a i r e r  s i g h t  e v e r  g r e e t e d  t h e  e y e s  o f  m a n — s a i l  b e y o n d  s a i l  

b r o k e  o u t  o f  t h e  s i l v e r } '  c u r t a i n ,  t h o s e  n e a r e s t  i n  a l l  s h a d e s  o f  r u d d i ­

n e s s  m e r g i n g  t o  p u r p l e ,  w i t h  t h e  o a r s  a t  t h e i r  s i d e s  g l i s t e n i n g  l i k e  

g r a s s h o p p e r s ’ l e g s ,  u n t i l  t h e  w h o l e  s p a c e  r o u n d  u s  s e e m e d  t o  b e  c r o w d e d  

w i t h  g r e a t  t r a n s p a r e n t  w i n g s  a l l  o u t s p r e a d  a n d  r e a d y  t o  f l y .

W h i l e  I  w a s  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  u p o n  t h i s  w o n d r o u s  s i g h t  o f  r a d i a n t  

c o l o u r i n g ,  t h e  A t h e n i a n  t r u m p e t s  s o u n d e d ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  s p l a s h i n g  

o f  m a n y  o a r s  a n d  t h e  l o u d  w a r - s o n g  a s  t h e i r  s m a l l  a n d  s h a r p - b e a k e d  

t r i r e m e s  r u s h e d  u p o n  u s ;  a n d  t h e n  t h e  b a t t l e  b e g a n ,  a n d  w i t h  i t  c o n ­

f u s i o n ,  f o r  w e  w e r e  s o  b u l k y  a n d  s o  d e n s e  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  n e i t h e r  t u r n  

a b o u t  n o r  a d v a n c e ,  b u t  b r o k e  o u r  o a r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  o a r s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  

s h i p s ,  a s  w e  t r i e d  t o  m o v e  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e s e  s h a r p  a d v a n c i n g  

p r o w s .

O n w a r d  t h e y  r u s h e d  u p o n  u s  a s  w e  l a y  l i k e  h e l p l e s s  l o g s  b e f o r e  

t h e m ,  b r e a k i n g  g r e a t  h o l e s  i n  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h o s e  t r i r e m e s  w h i c h  t h e y  

s t r u c k ,  a n d  s i n k i n g  t h e m  q u i c k l y  w i t h  a l l  o n  b o a r d ,  s o  t h a t  e v e n  b e f o r e  

t h e  m o r n i n g  m i s t s  h a d  c o m p l e t e l y  r o l l e d  a w a y ,  I  s a w  t e n  v e s s e l s  h e e l  

o v e r  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  b o t t o m .  L i k e  v a s t  p u r p l e  s p e c t r e s  t h e y  l o o k e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  t h e i r  v a n i s h i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  

w a v e s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  w e  c o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  e x c e p t  w a t c h  a n d  w a i t  

f o r  o u r  o w n  t u r n  t o  c o m e .

N o t  a  b r e a t h  o f  a i r  s t i r r e d  t h e  u p p e r  s p a c e ,  a n d  u p o n  e a c h  c r o s s ­

p o l e  h u n g  t h e  b r o w n  s a i l s  l i m p l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  d i n  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  j o i n i n g  

w i t h  t h e  s h r i e k s  o f  t h e  w o u n d e d  a n d  t h e  s a v a g e  p a e a n  o f  t h e  f i g h t e r s  

m a d e  a  t u r m o i l  t h a t  w a s  h i d e o u s  t o  u s  w h o  w e r e  n o w  c o m p e l l e d  t o  

w a i t .

A l l  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  t h e  b a t t l e  w a s  r a g i n g  f u r i o u s l y ,  w h i l e  t h e s e  l i t t l e  

G r e e k  s h i p s  d a r t e d  a b o u t  d o i n g  d e a d l y  d a m a g e ,  y e t  k e e p i n g  c l e a r  o f  

t h e  s p e a r m e n  a n d  a r c h e r s .  W e  p o u r e d  o u r  a r r o w s  i n t o  t h e i r  m i d s t  s o  

t h i c k l y  t h a t  t h e  s k y  w a s  d a r k e n e d  i n  p a r t s  w i t h  t h e m ,  b u t  w e  c o u l d  

n o t  g e t  n e a r  t o  t h e m ,  w h i l e  t h e y  d i d  w i t h  u s  a s  t h e y  w o u l d ,  f o r  b y  

t h i s  t i m e  m a n y  o f  o u r  b e s t  s h i p s  h a d  b e c o m e  e n t a n g l e d  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  

b e  s e p a r a t e d ,  b u t  d r i f t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t i d e ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  o n  b o a r d  

c o u l d  o n l y  c u r s e  t h e  s t u p i d i t y  o f  o u r  c o m m a n d e r s  a n d  o u r  o w n  m i s ­

f o r t u n e s .

I  s a w  m a n y  s t r a n g e  s i g h t s  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  S o m e  o f  o u r  o w n  a l l i e s  

r u n n i n g  d o w n  t h e  t r i r e m e s  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e i r  b l i n d  p a n i c  a n d  

w a n t o n l y  l e a v i n g  t h e m  t o  p e r i s h ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  r o o m  t o  u s e  

t h e i r  o a r s .  Y e t  w e  d i d  n o t  t a m e l y  s u b m i t  t o  b e  s l a u g h t e r e d ,  f o r  a l t h o u g h  

i t  w a s  o n l y  f o r  o u r  m a s t e r  w e  w e r e  t h e r e ,  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a l l i e s  w h o  

w e r e  o u t  o f  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  w e  t r i e d  t o  d o  o u r  d u t y  t o  

X e r x e s  a n d  d e f e n d  o u r s e l v e s .

B u t  f a t e  w a s  a g a i n s t  u s  o n  t h i s  c a m p a i g n ,  o r  r a t h e r  o u r  e n e m i e s  

h a d  t h e  p a s t  h e r o e s  o f  G r e e c e  h e l p i n g  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  h o l y  c a u s e ,  f o r  b y  

m i d d a y  t h e  t r i r e m e  i n  w h i c h  I  w a s ,  w i t h  s o m e  o t h e r s ,  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d



o u t  o f  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  d r i v e n  a s h o r e  n e a r  t o  t h e  c l i f f  o f  £ S g a l e o s ,  

w h e r e  t h e  P e r s i a n  t y r a n t  w a s  w a t c h i n g  o u r  m i s h a p .  A f t e r  t h i s  o u r  

s h a r e  i n  t h e  f i g h t  w a s  o v e r .

W h a t  e x c u s e s  o u r  c a p t a i n s  m a d e  I  k n o w  n o t ,  n o r  c a r e d  a b o u t  a f t e r  

o u r  d o o m  h a d  b e e n  m e t .  N i n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  o f  u s  w e r e  c o n ­

d e m n e d  a n d  p r o m p t l y  b e h e a d e d  b y  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  w h o  t o o k  u s  p r i s o n e r s .  

A n d  t h e n  I  r o s e  f r o m  m y  g o r y  a n d  h e a d l e s s  c o r p s e ,  a n d  t o o k  m y  p l a c e  

w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s  b e s i d e  t h a t  h a u g h t y  k i n g ,  w h o  h a d  s o  f o o l i s h l y  r o b b e d  

h i m s e l f  o f  o u r  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  m a d e  u s ,  w i t h  a  s w i s h  o f  t h e  s w o r d ,  f r e e  

m e n  a n d  a b l e  t o  j u d g e  h i m  c a l m l y .  I  h a d  k n e l t  t o  r e c e i v e  m y  s e n t e n c e ,  

t h e  d i s g r a c e d  s l a v e  o f  a  r e m o r s e l e s s  a n d  c o w a r d l y  t y r a n t ,  a n d  r o s e  u p  

i n  a  m o m e n t  o f  t i m e ,  a t  l i b e r t y  a n d  w i t h  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  c a l m  

c u r i o s i t y  t o  s e e  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g h t — a l l  t h e  s h a m e  o f  o u r  

d i s g r a c e ,  a l l  t h e  d r e a d  o f  o u r  d e f e a t ,  a l l  t h e  f e v e r  o f  b a t t l e  h a d  l e f t  m e ,  

f o r  I  h a d  b e c o m e  a  s p e c t a t o r  i n s t e a d  o f  a n  a c t o r  i n  t h e  d r a m a .

A n d  t h i s  i s  w h a t  I  s a w .  A  w r e t c h e d  a n g e r - d r i v e n  s l a v e ,  d e c k e d  

o u t  w i t h  g a u d y  t r a p p i n g s ,  w r i t h i n g  u p o n  a  g o l d e n  t h r o n e ,  a n d  a  v a s t  

a r m y  o f  s e r f s  t r e m b l i n g  b e f o r e  h i s  m a d  a n d  i m p o t e n t  f u r y ,  a n d  r o u n d  

h i m  a n d  t h e m  m y r i a d s  o f  c a l m  a n d  d i g n i f i e d  s o u l s  l o o k i n g  o n ,  a s  I  w a s  

n o w  a b l e  t o  d o ,  w i t h  w o n d e r  a t  t h e  w e a k  f u r y  a n d  t h e  a b j e c t  f e a r  w h i c h  

t h a t  f o l l y  p r o d u c e d .

X e r x e s  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  X e r x e s  t h e  m i g h t y  m a s t e r  o f  m e n ,  b u t  a  

t h i n g  t o o  c o n t e m p t i b l e  t o  l o o k  u p o n  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  f e e l i n g  t h a n  c o m ­

p a s s i o n ,  f o r  h e  s e e m e d  a  m i s e r a b l e  o b j e c t ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  d r a g g e d  

t h r o u g h  a  s h a m b l e ,  a n d  l e f t  o n  t h a t  t h r o n e  a l l  d a n k  a n d  d r i p p i n g  w i t h  

b l o o d  a u d  m i r e ,  s o  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  m e a n e s t  o f  h i s  s l a v e s  a p p e a r e d  a  k i n g  

b e s i d e  h i m ,  f o r  t h e  f u r y  w h i c h  n o w  s w a y e d  h i m  h a d  l e s s  d i g n i t y  a b o u t  

i t  t h a n  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  m o v e d  t h e  o t h e r s — t h e y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  w e r e  s o  f a r  c l e a n ,  

w h e r e a s  h e  w a s  u n u t t e r a b l y  l o a t h s o m e  a n d  f o u l  t o  l o o k  u p o n .

I t  w a s  e a s y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  m e n  s t i l l  i n  t h e  b o d y  f r o m  t h o s e  t h a t  

h a d  b e e n  l i b e r a t e d ,  b y  t h e  a b j e c t n e s s  o r  e a g e r n e s s  o f  t h e  m o r t a l s  a n d  

t h e  c a l m n e s s  a n d  a i r  o f  f r e e d o m  w h i c h  t h e  i m m o r t a l s  w o r e  a s  t h e y  

s t o o d  b e s i d e  t h e i r  c o m r a d e s  a n d  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e .  O v e r  a  t h i r d  

o f  t h i s  v a s t  a r m y  g u a r d i n g  t h e  t h r o n e  w h i c h  t h a t  b e d r a g g l e d  o b j e c t  

o c c u p i e d  h a d  l e f t  t h e i r  b o d i e s  o n  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  P e r s i a .  Y e t  a  p a s s i o n ­

l e s s  c u r i o s i t y  m a d e  t h e m  s t i l l  m a r c h  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a r m y  a s  s p e c t a t o r s  

o n l y ,  a n d ,  l i k e  t h o s e  o t h e r s ,  I  h a d  l e f t  m y  a r m s  a n d  a r m o u r  b e h i n d  m e  

o n  t h e  s e a - s h o r e  w h e r e  m y  b o d y  l a y .

T h e s e  s p i r i t  l e g i o n s  w e r e  g e t t i n g  f r e s h  r e c r u i t s  e v e r y  s e c o n d  o f  

t i m e  t h a t  p a s s e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  k i n g  w r i t h e d  a n d  f u m e d  u p o n  h i s  g o r e -  

s t a i n e d  t h r o n e .  T h e y  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  s t r a i t  i n  s h i p - c r e w s ,  a s  t h e  

t r i r e m e s  a n d  s m a l l e r  v e s s e l s  w e n t  d o w n ,  y e t  o n  n o  f a c e  o f  t h e s e  n e w  

a r r i v a l s  d i d  I  m a r k  a n y  o t h e r  e x p r e s s i o n  s a v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s p e c t a t o r s  

a t  a  p l a y .  W h a t  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  e n d u r e d  a t  t h e i r  d r o w n i n g  h a d  l e f t  n o  

t r a c e s  u p o n  t h e m ,  i n d e e d  I  c o u l d  r e m e m b e r  n o t h i n g  m y s e l f  o f  t h a t



m o m e n t  e x c e p t  t h e  k n e e l i n g  d o w n  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  s w o r d  o f  t h e  h e a d s ­

m a n  a n d  t h e  s p r i n g i n g  u p  a g a i n  f r e e  a n d  a c t i v e ,  s o  t h a t  p e r s o n a l l y  I  

h a d  a s  l i t t l e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  r e p r o a c h  h i m  f o r  t h i s  o r d e r  o f  r e l e a s e  a s  

I  h a d  t o  h o n o u r  h i m  f o r  h i s  p r e v i o u s  f a n c i e d  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  n o w  t h a t  I  

c o u l d  s e e  h i m  a s  h e  r e a l l y  w a s .

S t i l l  t h e  b a t t l e  w a s  r a g i n g  f u r i o u s l y  b e n e a t h  u s ,  a n d  e a c h  e y e  w a s  

t u r n e d  t o  w a t c h  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i g h t .  E v e r y w h e r e  t h e  G r e e k s  w e r e  

g a i n i n g  t h e  v i c t o r y ,  a n d  I  c o u l d  n o w  s e e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s ;  

f o r  w h i l e  w i t h  t h e  P e r s i a n s ,  w h o  w e r e  t h e  i n v a d e r s ,  e a c h  m a n  t h a t  f e l l  

w a s  a  m a n  i r r e v o c a b l y  l o s t  t o  t h e  k i n g ,  w h o  h a d  c l a i m e d  a n d  c h a i n e d  

t h e i r  b o d i e s ,  e v e r y  p a t r i o t  G r e e k  w h o  f e l l  s p r a n g  u p  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t o  

h e l p  h i s  f e l l o w  p a t r i o t s .

T h e  a i r  w a s  s w a r m i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  w a r - l i k e  s p i r i t s ,  t h e y  w e r e  

s t r u g g l i n g  o n  t h e  d e c k s  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  t r i r e m e s ,  p a r a l y z i n g  t h e  a r m s  o f  

t h e  f i g h t e r s ,  b l i n d i n g  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  s t e e r s m e n  a n d  g u i d i n g  t h e m  s o  

t h a t  t h e y  r a n  f o u l  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ,  l o c k i n g  t h e  m a s t s  a n d  c r o s s - p o l e s  

t o g e t h e r  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e n d e r e d  u s e l e s s ,  w h i s p e r i n g  p a n i c  t h o u g h t s  

i n t o  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a n d  f i l l i n g  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c o m r a d e s  w i t h  

c o u r a g e  a n d  j u d g m e n t ,  w h i l e  w e  s t o o d  w i t h o u t  a  t h r i l l  o f  s y m p a t h y  

b y  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  p i t i f u l  t y r a n t  w a t c h i n g  f o r  t h e  e n d  t h a t  w e  s a w  

c o m i n g .

T h e  S p a r t a n s  w h o  f e l l  a t  T h e r m o p y l a e  a n d  t h e  m e n  o f  A r t e m i s i u m  

w e r e  t h e r e  a l s o  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  b e s i d e ;  h e r o e s  f r o m  M a r a t h o n  a n d  o l d e r  

b a t t l e s ,  t h e y  c a m e  t o  h e l p  t h e i r  c o u n t r y m e n ,  f i r e d  w i t h  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e i r  

c o u n t r y — t h a t  i m p e r i s h a b l e  l o v e  w h i c h  h a d  f i l l e d  t h e i r  s o u l s  a t  t h e  h o u r  

o f  l i b e r a t i o n  a n d  s t i l l  c h a i n e d  t h e m  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n d ;  a n d  a  m i g h t y  

u n i t y  o f  p u r p o s e  m a d e  t h e m  a c t  a s  o n e  m a n ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  a i r  w a s  p a l p i ­

t a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  f i r e  a n d  f o r c e  o f  p a t r i o t i s m ,  b e f o r e  w h i c h  t h e  s p i r i t s  o f  

t h e  h i r e l i n g s  a n d  s e r f s  o f  P e r s i a  g r e w  f a i n t  a n d  h e l p l e s s .

O u r  a r m y ,  t h e  h o r s e m e n ,  c h a r i o t e e r s  a n d  i n f a n t r y  w e r e  l i k e  l o c u s t s  

a s  t h e y  f i l l e d  t h e  l a n d ,  a n d  o u r  s h i p s  a  w o n d r o u s  m u l t i t u d e  a s  t h e y  

o c c u p i e d  t h e  s t r a i t s ,  b u t  t h e y  d w i n d l e d  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e f o r e  t h o s e  

m i g h t y  m y r i a d s  o f  a i r  h e r o e s  w h o  c r o w d e d  s p a c e  u n t i l  t h e r e  w a s  n o  

s p o t  f r e e  f r o m  t h e m ;  a n d  a s  t h e i r  l i g h t n i n g  s t r o k e s  f e l l ,  t h e  m e n  

s t a g g e r e d  a n d  l o o k e d  a b o u t  t h e m  w i l d l y ,  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  h e a r t s  e x p o s e d  t o  

t h e  s w o r d s  a n d  a r r o w s  o f  t h e  m o r t a l  G r e e k s  w h o m  t h e s e  i m m o r t a l s  l e d  

o n  t o  t h e  a s s a u l t .

M a n y  t i m e s  I  s a w  t h e m  c o v e r  a  P e r s i a n  t r i r e m e  f r o m  t h e  d e c k  t o  

t h e  m a s t - h e a d ,  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  r o p e s  l i k e  v u l t u r e s ,  u n t i l  t h e  G r e e k  

p r o w s  s t r u c k  a g a i n s t  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  b y  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e i r  u n i t e d  w i l l s  

d r a g g i n g  i t  t o  t h e  b o t t o m  b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  b l o w  c o u l d  b e  s t r u c k ,  w h i l e  , 

X e r x e s  r a v e d  l i k e  a  m a d m a n  a s  h e  w a t c h e d  h i s  s h i p s  g o  d o w n  a n d  t h e  

G r e e k s  r u s h  o n  t o  a n o t h e r .

I t  w a s  a  w o e s o m e  s i g h t  t o  s e e  t h e  b r o k e n  p i e c e s  o f  t h o s e  v e s s e l s  

s t r e w  t h e  w a v e s ;  a s  f o r  t h e  c o r p s e s  w e  c a r e d  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e m ,  f o r  t h e



m e n  t h e m s e l v e s  j o i n e d  u s  a l m o s t  a t  o n c e ,  b u t  t h e  s h i p s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

o u r  p r i d e ,  a s  P h o e n i c i a n s ,  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  u t t e r l y .

A l l  t h r o u g h  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  b a t t l e  c o n t i n u e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  

u n t i l  n e a r l y  t w o  h u n d r e d  o f  o u r  s h i p s  h a d  b e e n  s u n k ,  a n d  n o w  a s  t h e  

s u n  b e g a n  t o  s e t ,  t h e  w i n d  r o s e  a n d  d r o v e  t h e  v e s s e l s  s t i l l  m o r e  h o p e ­

l e s s l y  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  t h e y  w e r e  c l u s t e r e d  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  i f  w i t h i n  a  h a r ­

b o u r ,  t h e n  t h e  G r e e k s  r o w i n g  b a c k  f r o m  o u r  f l e e t  a s  a  l i o n  d o e s  b e f o r e  

t h e  l a s t  s p r i n g ,  d r e w  i n  t h e i r  o a r s  a n d  q u i c k l y  s e t  t h e i r  l i g h t  s a i l s .

O v e r  b y  t h e  w e s t  t h e  s u n  h u n g  a  b a l l  o f  c r i m s o n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  p u r ­

p l e  f i l m s ,  w h i l e  o n  h i g h  c l u s t e r e d  m a s s e s  o f  r u d d y  g o l d  t r a i l i n g  a w a y  t o  

b l u e ,  g r e e n ,  a n d  f l u s h i n g s  o f  r e d  a n d  w h i t e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  d u s k  o f  c l o u d  a n d  

c l i f f  s h a d o w ,  w a l l o w e d  t h e  P e r s i a n  f l e e t ,  t h e  c r e w s  s t r i v i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  

m i g h t  t o  c u t  t h e m s e l v e s  f r e e  a n d  m a k e  u s e  o f  t h a t  n i g h t  b r e e z e  f o r  f l i g h t .

T h e n  I  s a w  t h e  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  s i x t y  G r e e k  t r i r e m e s  d a s h  f o r w a r d  

w i t h  t h e i r  s a i l s  s w e l l i n g ,  t h e  f o a m  c u r l i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o w s  a n d  l e a v i n g  

a  b o i l  o f  w h i t e  b e h i n d ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e m  t h o s e  m y r i a d s  o f  s p i r i t s .

D o w n  t h e y  r u s h e d  u p o n  t h e  P e r s i a n  s h i p s  t h a t  h a d  a l s o  s t a r t e d  

m o v i n g ,  b u t  s l o w l y ,  f o r  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  t h e  w i n d  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e i r  

c l o s e n e s s ;  t h e n  c a m e  t h e  w i l d  m i n g l i n g  o f  s h o u t s  a n d  s h r i e k s  a s  t h e  

v e s s e l s  s t r u c k  a n d  h e e l e d  o v e r ,  a n d  n e x t  a  v a s t  c r o w d  o f  s p i r i t s  j o i n e d  

u s  f r o m  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  P s y t t a l e i a ,  w h i l e  t h e  s u n  w e n t  

d o w n ,  a n d  a f t e r  i t  f l o a t e d  t h e  s p i r i t  a r m y  o f  c o n q u e r i n g  h e r o e s .

H u m e  N i s b e t .

I b s e i t ’e  S e t o r k s  in  i h t  l u g h t  o f  'Q iJ tu K o p ltg .
[ A  P a p e r  r e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e ,  T .  S . ]

B E F O R E  e n t e r i n g  o n  t h e  d i r e c t  m a t t e r  o f  m y  p a p e r ,  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  

l i e s  s o m e w h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  u s u a l  l i n e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  a n d  p a p e r s  w e  

a r e  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  d i s c u s s i n g  a t  t h e s e  L o d g e  m e e t i n g s ,  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  

s a y  o n e  o r  t w o  w o r d s  i n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  l e d  m e  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I b s e n ’ s  w o r k s  a r e  n o t  u n w o r t h y  o f  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  T h e o s o p h i c  t e a c h i n g s .  O n e  

f a c t ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  s e e m s  o b v i o u s ,  a n d  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  m o r e  v a r i e d  t h e  m o d e  

o f  p r e s e n t m e n t  o f  a n y  t r u t h  t h e  l a r g e r  i s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o s e  

h e a r t s  w i l l  b e  r e a c h e d  b y  t h a t  t r u t h ;  a n d  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  t r u t h s  a r e  

a s s i m i l a t e d ,  t h e  f o r m  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  m a t t e r s  

l i t t l e  o r  n o t  a t  a l l ,  a n d  w e  a s  T h e o s o p h i s t s  o u g h t ,  I  t h i n k ,  t o  w e l c o m e  

a n y  a u t h o r  i n  w h o s e  w o r k s  w e  c a n  f i n d  e n s h r i n e d  a n y  o f  w h a t  t o  u s  

a r e  v i t a l  t r u t h s .  E s p e c i a l l y  d o e s  t h i s  s e e m  t o  m e  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  a t  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  f a t e f u l  e p o c h ,  f o r  s u c h  i n d e e d  i t  m u s t  b e  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  b y  t h o s e  a m o n g s t  u s  w h o  a c c e p t  a s  t r u e  t h e  h i n t s  a s  t o  t h e  

w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  c y c l i c  l a w s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  o u t  b y  t h e  F o u n d e r s  

o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  F o r  i f  w e  a r e  i n d e e d  e v e n  n o w  a p *
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p r o a c h i n g  t h e  c l o s e  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  m i n o r  c y c l e s  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  s p a c e  

o f  a  f e w  s h o r t  y e a r s  b e  e n t e r i n g  o n  a  n e w  o n e ,  t h e n  i t  i s  o f  t h e  

u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  w o r k  i t  h a s  

b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  m a y  a s s i s t  t o  p a v e  

t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e  f u l l e r  T h e o s o p h i c  t e a c h i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d ,  

e n c o u r a g e d ,  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  M y  

e n d e a v o u r  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  b e  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  y o u  t h a t  i n  t h e  w o r k s  o f  

H e n r i k  I b s e n  m a y  b e  f o u n d  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  t o  w h i c h  I  h a v e  a l l u d e d .  

N o w  I  a m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  w a s t e  m y  t i m e  a n d  y o u r s  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  H e n r i k  

I b s e n ’ s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  n o r  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  h i s  l i f e ,  n o r  w h a t  s o r t  o f  a  h a t  h e  

w e a r s ,  n o r  w h a t  h e  p r e f e r s  f o r  d i n n e r ;  a r e  n o t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  w r i t t e n  i n  

t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r s ,  w h e r e  a n y  w h o  m a y  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e s e  m a t t e r s  m a y  f i n d  d e t a i l s  e n o u g h  a n d  t o  s p a r e ?  N o r  s h a l l  I  e v e n  

r e f e r  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  d r a m a s  w e r e  w r i t t e n ,  f a c t s  w h i c h  a r e  

e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  w h o e v e r  c h o o s e s  t o  e n q u i r e ;  f a r  l e s s  s h a l l  I  a t t e m p t  

t o  p l a y  t h e  r o le  o f  d r a m a t i c  o r  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ;  b u t  b e i n g  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  

i n  w h a t  T h e o s o p h i c  t e a c h i n g  t h e  w o r k s  c o n t a i n  l i e s  o u r  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t ,  

I  s h a l l  m e r e l y  e n d e a v o u r  t o  s u g g e s t  a  f e w  l e a d i n g  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h a t  

n a t u r e  w h i c h  I  f i n d  r e c u r r i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  I b s e n ’ s  p u b l i s h e d  w o r k s .

N o  o n e  c a n .  I  t h i n k ,  s t u d y  I b s e n ’ s  w o r k s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  i m p r e s s e d  

w i t h  t h e  i m m e n s e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  v a l u e  t h a t  h e  a t t a c h e s  t o  w i l l - p o w e r ,  

a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n l i m i t e d  p o w e r s  w h i c h  a r e  w i e l d e d ,  f o r  g o o d  o r  i l l ,  

b y  t h e  m a n  o f  d a u n t l e s s  a n d  u n d i v i d e d  w i l l .  T h i s  i d e a  f o r m s ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  m a n y  o f  t h e  p l a y s ;  i t  i s  t o u c h e d  o n  i n  R o s m e r s h o lm , i t  i s  

t h e  m a i n  m o t i f  i n  T h e  L a d y  f r o m  t h e  S e a ,  a n d  i s  e l a b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  

p l a y  p u b l i s h e d ,  T h e  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r ;  i n  f a c t ,  a l l u s i o n s  t o  i t  a r e  f o u n d  i n  

n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  p l a y s .

I n  t h e  p l a y  o f  R o s m e r s h o lm  i t  i s  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h i s  u n d i v i d e d n e s s  

a n d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  w i l l - p o w e r  t h a t  R e b e c c a  W e s t  a c q u i r e s  a s c e n d e n c y  

o v e r  a n d  d o m i n a t e s  R o s m e r ,  a  m a n  a l t o g e t h e r  l a c k i n g  i n  h i m s e l f  t h i s  

q u a l i t y  o f  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  o f  w i l l .  B e f o r e  t h e  p l a y  b e g i n s ,  R e b e c c a  W e s t ,  

f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  h e r  o w n ,  d e t e r m i n e s  t o  g a i n  s u p r e m a c y  o v e r  R o s m e r .  

H e r  s y m p a t h i e s  a r e  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  

f o r  d e m o c r a c y  w h i c h  i s  t h e n  g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  i n  R o s m e r  

s h e  f i n d s  a  m a n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a b i l i t y ,  j u s t  t h e  m a n  i n  f a c t  w h o  i s  

n e e d e d  t o  t a k e  a  l e a d  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  i f  o n l y  c o u p l e d  w i t h  

a b i l i t y  h e  p o s s e s s e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h e  s e e s  h e  e n t i r e l y  l a c k s ,  

R e b e c c a  W e s t  d e t e r m i n e s  t o  d o m i n a t e  h i m ,  a n d  w i t h  h e r  i m m e n s e  w i l l ­

p o w e r ,  i n  w h i c h  p o w e r  s h e  h a s  a b s o l u t e  c o n f i d e n c e ,  s u p p l y  t o  R o s m e r  

w h a t  i s  l a c k i n g  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  t o  m a k e  h i m  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  c a u s e .

S o  s h e  p l a c e s  t h i s  o n e  o b j e c t  b e f o r e  h e r  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e s  h e r  w i l l  

u p o n  i t s  a t t a i n m e n t ,  u n m o v e d  b y  p i t y  f o r  t h e  s o r r o w  o f  h i s  w e a k  a n d  

j e a l o u s  w i f e ,  u n s h a k e n  b y  r e m o r s e  w h e n  t h a t  w i f e  e n d s  h e r  l i f e  b y  

s u i c i d e ;  b y  f o r c e  o f  w i l l  s h e  g a i n s  h e r  e n d  a n d  R o s m e r  c u t s  h i m s e l f  l o o s e  

f r o m  a l l  h i s  p a s t  a n d  d e c l a r e s  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  c a u s e .  B u t  m a r k



h o w  t h e  m o m e n t  R e b e c c a ’ s  w i l l  c e a s e s  t o  b e  a b s o l u t e l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  

s h e  l o s e s  f a i t h  i n  h e r  o w n  p o w e r s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  t h e  

p o w e r  l e a v e s  h e r .  T h i s  o c c u r s  w h e n  R e b e c c a  s u d d e n l y  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  

a l l  u n r e c o g n i z e d  w i t h i n  h e r  h a s  g r o w n  u p  a  f e e l i n g  o f  p a s s i o n a t e  l o v e  

f o r  R o s m e r ,  t h e n  f r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t  s h e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  m a s t e r  o f  h e r  f a t e  

a n d  h i s ,  a n d  a l l  h e r  p a t i e n t  b u i l d i n g  o f  y e a r s  l i e s  i n  r u i n s  a r o u n d  h e r .

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  w o r d s  i n  w h i c h  R e b e c c a  w h e n  a l l  i s  n e a r l y  o v e r  m a k e s  

c o n f e s s i o n :

W h e n  I  c a m e  t o  R o s m e r s h o lm  f ir s t  I  b e l i e v e  I  c o u l d  h a v e  a c c o m p l is h e d  a n y *  

t h i n g ,  a n y t h i n g  in  t h e  w o r ld  a t  t h a t  t im e . F o r  [ h a d  s t i l l  m y  u n d a u n t e d ,  f r e e -  

b o r n  w i l l .  I  k n e w  n o  s c r u p le s ;  I s t o o d  in  a w e  o f  n o  h u m a n  r e la t io n .  B u t  t h e n  

b e g a n  w h a t  h a s  b r o k e n  d o w n  m y  w i l l ,  a n d  c o w e d  m e  s o  p i t i a b l y  f o r  m y  w h o le  l i f e .

R o s m e r .— W h a t  b e g a n  ? S p e a k  s o  t h a t  [ c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  y o n .

R B B B C C A .— I t  c a m e  o v e r  m e — t h i s  w i l d  u n c o n t r o l la b le  d e s ir e ,  o h , R o s m e r ! —

. . . d e s ir e  f o r  y o u  . . .  I  t h o u g h t  t h e n  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  lo v e .  Y e s ,  I  

t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  lo v e .  B u t  i t  w a s  n o t  I t  w a s  w h a t  I s a id .

K e e p i n g  t h i s  s a m e  i d e a  o f  w i l l  i n  m i n d  a n d  g l a n c i n g  a t  t h e  p l a y  

c a l l e d  T h e  L a d y  f r o m  t h e  S e a ,  w e  f i n d  s t r e s s  l a i d  o n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s ­

s i t y  o f  t h e  w i l l  b e i n g  u n f e t t e r e d  f o r  r e a l  e x e r c i s e  o f  f r e e  c h o i c e .  E l l i d a  

W a n g e l ,  w i f e  o f  D r .  W a n g e l ,  h a d  p r e v i o u s  t o  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  w h i l e  l i v i n g  

a t  h e r  i s l a n d  h o m e  u p  i n  t h e  N o r t h ,  c h a n c e d  t o  m e e t  a  s t r a n g e r  w h o  

f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  m o m e n t  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  o b t a i n e d  c o m p l e t e  m a s t e r y  

o v e r  h e r  m i n d ; t h o u g h  s h e  i s  i n  d e a d l y  t e r r o r  o f  h i m  s h e  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

c o m p e l l e d  b y  h i m  t o  p r o m i s e  t o  m a r r y  h i m  a n d  c o m e  t o  h i m  w h e n e v e r  

h e  c l a i m s  h e r ;  h e  g o e s  a w a y  t o  s e a ;  E l l i d a  h e a r s  o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  s h i p  

w i t h  a l l  h a n d s ;  b e l i e v i n g  h e r s e l f  f r e e  s h e  m a r r i e s  D r .  W a n g e l ,  b u t  

c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  h a u n t e d  b y  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  s t r a n g e r  m a y  r e t u r n .

S h e  t e l l s  h e r  h u s b a n d  t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  a n d  o f  h e r  h a u n t i n g  d r e a d ,  a n d  

a l s o  t e l l s  h i m  t h a t ,  s u c h  w a s  t h e  s t r a n g e r ’ s  p o w e r  o v e r  h e r ,  w e r e  h e  

t o  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  d e a d ,  a t  h i s  b i d d i n g  s h e  w o u l d  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  

l e a v e  h e r  h o m e  a n d  f o l l o w  h i m .  F i n a l l y  t h e  s t r a n g e r  d o e s  r e t u r n ,  

m e e t s  E l l i d a  w a l k i n g  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  c l a i m s  h e r .  W a n g e l  

r e m i n d s  E l l i d a  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e  v o w s ,  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  i s  b o u n d  t o  

h i m  a n d  m u s t  n o t  l e a v e  h i m .  T h e n  E l l i d a  i m p l o r e s  h e r  h u s b a n d  i f  h e  

v a l u e s  h e r  h a p p i n e s s  o r  h i s  o w n ,  t o  s e t  h e r  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  t h e s e  f e t t e r s ,  a s ,  

u n l e s s  s h e  i s  f r e e ,  s h e  c a n n o t  c h o o s e ,  a n d  m u s t  s i m p l y  o b e y  t h e  s t r o n g e r  

w i l l ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e r ,  a n d  g o  t o  h i m  a s  h e  d e m a n d s .  H e r  h u s b a n d ,  

s e e i n g  t h e i r  o n l y  s a f e t y  l i e s  i n  c o m p l y i n g ,  s e t s  h e r  f r e e  a n d  r e l i n q u i s h e s  

a l l  c l a i m s  o v e r  h e r .  T h a t  m o m e n t  s h e  f e e l s  a  n e w  w o m a n ,  f e e l s  a  n e w  

p o w e r  s p r i n g i n g  u p  w i t h i n  h e r ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  w e a p o n  o f  u n f e t t e r e d  w i l l  

m e e t s  h e r  f o r m e r  l o v e r  u p o n  e q u a l  t e r m s ,  n o  l o n g e r  a  m e r e  p u p p e t ,  a  

c r e a t u r e  o f  h i s  w i l l ,  a n d  c a s t i n g  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  o f f  h e r ,  b i d s  h i m  b e g o n e .

T h e  s t r a n g e r  s a y s :

I se e . T h e r e  is  s o m e t h i n g  h e r e  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  m y  w i l l .

E l i,xd a .— Y o u r  w i l l  h a s  n o t  a  s h a d o w  o f  p o w e r  o v e r  m e  a n y  lo n g e r .  T o  m e  y o n  

a r e  a s  o n e  d e a d . . . .  I  n o  l o n g e r  d r e a d  y o u .  A n d  I  a m  n o  l o n g e r  d r a w n  t o  y o u .



T u r n i n g  n o w  t o  T h e  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r , i n  i t  w e  f i n d  H i l d a  W a n g e l ,  a  

g i r l  o f  i n t e n s e  v i t a l i t y ,  f i r m  a n d  u n s h a k e n  w i l l ,  w i t h  c o m p l e t e  c o n ­

f i d e n c e  i n  h e r  p o w e r  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  h e r  d e s t i n y  b y  t h e  a i d  o f  t h a t  w i l l  

a n d  r e a l i z i n g  a l l  o f  w h a t  s h e  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h ,  a b s o l u t e l y  

u n h a m p e r e d  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h a t  p o w e r  b y  a n y  o f  t h e  t e n d e r e r  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e ,  a n d  e n t i r e l y  o b l i v i o u s  o f  t h e  s h a c k l e s  o f  

c o n v e n t i o n a l i t i e s .  H a l v a r d  S o l n e s s ,  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  m a s t e r  b u i l d e r ,  h a s  

m e t  H i l d a  W a n g e l  o n c e  s o m e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  p l a y  o p e n s .  H e  h a s  

b u i l t  a  c h u r c h  w i t h  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  h i g h  s p i r e ,  a n d  g o e s  t o  t h e  t o w n  

w h e r e  t h e  c h u r c h  i s ,  t o  b e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c e r e m o n y  m a r k i n g  t h e  c o m ­

p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  h a n g i n g  a  w r e a t h  o n  t h e  t o p m o s t  p i n n a c l e .  

T h i s  i s  t o  b e  d o n e  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r k m e n  a s  S o l n e s s  h i m s e l f  t u r n s  

g i d d y  o n  a  h e i g h t ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  n e v e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  d o  i t ;  h o w e v e r ,  

a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a s s e m b l e d  t o  v i e w  t h e  c e r e m o n y ,  i s  H i l d a  

W a n g e l ,  t h e n  a  s c h o o l  g i r l .  A s  s o o n  a s  s h e  s e e s  t h e  m a s t e r  b u i l d e r  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  s e i z e s  h e r  t h a t  h e  a n d  h e  a l o n e  s h a l l  b e  t h e  o n e  t o  m o u n t  t o  

t h a t  g i d d y  h e i g h t ;  s h e  c r a v e s  f o r  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  w a t c h i n g  h i m  c l i m b  

h i g h e r  a n d  h i g h e r ,  s t e p  b y  s t e p ,  a n d  a s  h e  c l i m b s  s h e  w i l l  i n  t h o u g h t  

c l i m b  w i t h  h i m ,  b y  h e r  s t r e n g t h  h e  s h a l l  a c c o m p l i s h  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  

t w o  s h a l l  s t a n d  h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  w o r l d  r i g h t  u p  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f r e e  a i r  o f  

h e a v e n .  S o l n e s s ,  a l l  u n c o n s c i o u s  e v e n  o f  H i l d a ’ s  e x i s t e n c e ,  s u d d e n l y  

f e e l s  i m p e l l e d  t h a t  d a y  t o  d o  w h a t  h e  h a s  n e v e r  d o n e  b e f o r e ,  a n d  c l i m b s  

a n d  h a n g s  t h e  w r e a t h  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  t i m e  i n  h i s  c a r e e r .  S o m e  

y e a r s  p a s s ,  a n d  H i l d a  c o m e s  t o  s t a y  w i t h  S o l n e s s  a n d  h i s  w i f e  w h o s e  

h o m e  l i f e  i s  s a d  a n d  d r e a r y .  S o l n e s s  a l l  h i s  l i f e  h a s  h a d  o n e  o b j e c t  

a n d  d e s i r e ,  n a m e l y  f o r  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  s u c c e s s  h e  h a s  

b e e n  c o m p e l l e d  t o  s a c r i f i c e  a l l  w h o  c r o s s  h i s  p a t h  a n d  e v e n  h i s  h o m e  

l i f e .  H e  i s  h a u n t e d  b y  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  h e  h a s  

c a u s e d  i n  h i s  p r o g r e s s  t o  w e a l t h  a n d  p o w e r ,  b u t  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  h a v i n g  

o n c e  s e t  o u t  o n  h i s  c o u r s e ,  n o  t u r n i n g  a s i d e ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  b i t t e r  e n d ,  i s  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  h i m ,  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  h i s  w h o l e  l i f e - w o r k .  S o l n e s s ,  

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  H i l d a ' s  v i s i t ,  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  w i t h i n  

h i m  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  h a s  c a r r i e d  h i m  o n  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  w a v e  o f  s u c c e s s  

i s  g r a d u a l l y  d e s e r t i n g  h i m ,  a n d  h e  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  u n c e r t a i n  o f  

h i m s e l f .  A s  s o o n  a s  H i l d a  a r r i v e s  h e  a t  o n c e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  i n  h e r  

l i e s  t h e  v e r y  s t r e n g t h  h e  n e e d s ,  t h e  v e r y  h e l p  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  c a l l i n g  

f o r .  A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  S o l n e s s  h a s  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  

n e w  h o u s e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  a  h o u s e  w i t h  a  h i g h  t o w e r  a b o v e  i t .  H i l d a  i s  

a l l  e x c i t e m e n t  t o  s e e  h i m  a g a i n  s t a n d  h i g h  a b o v e  t h e  w o r l d .  M r s .  

S o l n e s s ,  t o  w h o m  s h e  m e n t i o n s  h e r  d e s i r e ,  b e s e e c h e s  h e r  n o t  t o  p e r ­

s u a d e  h i m  t o  d o  w h a t  t o  h e r  m e a n s  d e a t h  t o  h i m ,  a s  s h e  k n o w s  h e  h a s  

n o t  t h e  h e a d  t o  d o  i t .  I n  s p i t e  o f  M r s .  S o l n e s s *  s  e n t r e a t i e s ,  H i l d a  

r e m a i n s  u n m o v e d ,  b u t  t o w a r d s  t h e  c l o s e  h a s  a  t a l k  w i t h  M r s .  S o l n e s s  

a l o n e ,  w h e n  t h e  w i f e  t e l l s  h e r  a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e s  w h i c h  h a v e  f a l l e n  u p o n  

h e r  l i f e .  F o r  a  m o m e n t  H i l d a  i s  t o u c h e d  a n d  f a l t e r s ,  a n d  t h e n  k n o w s



t h a t  h e r  p o w e r  h a s  l e f t  h e r .  L a t e r  o n ,  s h e  f o r g e t s  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  a n d ,  

c a r r i e d  a w a y  a g a i n  b y  h e r  c r a v i n g  f o r  t h e  “ t h r i l l i n g , "  a t  t h e  l a s t  

m o m e n t  i n s i s t s  o n  S o l n e s s  g o i n g  u p .  H e  o b e y s  h e r ,  a n d  t h e  g r o u p  o n  

t h e  t e r r a c e  w a t c h  h i m  m o u n t ,  b u t  h e r  p o w e r  h a s  b e e n  s h a k e n ,  a n d  

t h o u g h  h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  t o p  a n d  h a n g s  t h e  w r e a t h ,  a s  h e  c o m e s  d o w n  h e  

t u r n s  g i d d y  a n d  f a l l s ,  t h e  l a s t  w o r d s  i n  t h e  p l a y  b e i n g  H i l d a  W a n g e l ' s  

e x c l a m a t i o n  i n  s p e l l - b o u n d  t r i u m p h ,  “  B u t  h e  m o u n t e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  t o p ,  

a n d  I  h e a r d  h a r p s  i n  t h e  a i r ” — a n d  c a r r i e d  a w a y  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  c r i e s  

w i l d l y ,  “ M y  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r ,  m y  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r  I ”

A n d  w h a t  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s  t a l k  o f  b u i l d i n g  a n d  h o u s e s  a n d  t o w e r s ?  

I s  i t  o n l y  a n  a f f a i r  o f  b r i c k s  a n d  m o r t a r ?  A n d  o f  S o l n e s s  h i m s e l f ;  a r e  

w e  m e r e l y  t o  r e g a r d  h i m ,  a s  o n e  c r i t i c  a s t u t e l y  r e m a r k e d ,  a s  a  j e r r y  

b u i l d e r  w h o  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e n s e  o f  g i d d i n e s s  o n  h i g h  p l a c e s ?  W e l l ,  

t h e r e  i s  t h e  s y m b o l ,  a n d  e a c h  m a y  r e a d  w h a t  h e  c a n  i n t o  i t ,  b u t  I  

c a n n o t  h e l p  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  o n e  m a y  f i n d  o t h e r  a n d  n o b l e r  i d e a s  s u g g e s t e d  

b y  t h i s  e x o t e r i c  p h r a s e o l o g y .  T i m e  f o r b i d s  m y  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  a t  l e n g t h  

w h a t  t h e s e  i d e a s  a r e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  r e a d  i n  t e r m s  o f  L i f e  a n d  

I d e a l .  B e f o r e  l e a v i n g  T h e  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r , h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

n o t e  t h e  h i n t  w h i c h  I b s e n  g i v e s  a s  t o  h o w  t h i s  i n t e n s e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  

w i l l  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  c o m p e l  r e s u l t s ,  t h e  m o d u s  o p e r a n d s  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  

e x e m p l i f i e d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  S o l n e s s  

a n d  H i l d a  f r o m  A c t  I I .

S o l n e s s * — D o n ’ t  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  m e , H i ld a ,  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a  s p e c ia l ,  c h o s e n  

p e o p le ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n d o w e d  w it h  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  f a c u l t y  o f  d e s i r i n g  a  t h i n g ,  

c r a v i n g  f o r  a  t h i n g ,  w i l l i n g  a  t h i n g ,  s o  p e r s i s t e n t l y  a n d  s o  i n e x o r a b l y — t h a t  a t  la s t  

i t  h a s  t o  h a p p e n ?  D o n ’ t  y o u  b e l ie v e  t h a t ?

H i l d a .— I f  t h a t  i s  s o  w e  s h a l l  s e e , o n e  o f  t h e s e  d a y s ,  w h e t h e r  I  a m  o n e  o f  t h e  

c h o s e n .

S o l n b s s .— I t ’ s  n o t  o n e s e l f  a lo n e  t h a t  c a n  d o  s u c h  g r e a t  t h in g s .  O h  n o ;  t h e  

“ h e lp e r s  a n d  t h e  s e r v e r s ”  t h e y  m u s t  d o  t h e i r  p a r t  to o ,  i f  i t ’ s  t o  b e  o f  a n y  g o o d .  

B u t  t h e y  n e v e r  c o m e  o f  t h e m s e lv e s — o n e  h a s  t o  c a l l  u p o n  t h e m  v e r y  p e r s is t e n t ly ,  

in w a r d ly ,  y o u  u n d e r s ta n d .

H i l d a .— W h a t  a r e  t h e  h e lp e r s  a n d  s e r v e r s ?

S o l n e s s  g i v e s  n o  a n s w e r ,  b u t  s u r e l y  w h a t  I b s e n  i n t e n d s  t o  e x p r e s s  

b y  “ h e l p e r s  a n d  s e r v e r s "  c a n n o t  b e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e l e m e n t a l  f o r c e s  o f  

N a t u r e ,  w h i c h  J e a n ,  f o r  g o o d  o r  f o r  e v i l ,  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  

t h e  m a n  o r  w o m a n  o f  i r o n  w i l l  a n d  d a u n t l e s s  c o u r a g e .  T h e n  a g a i n  i n  

a n o t h e r  s c e n e  S o l n e s s  a s k s  H i l d a  w h y  s h e  s u d d e n l y  c a m e  u n i n v i t e d .  

H i l d a  r e p l i e s :

I t  w a s  t h i s  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h i n  m e  t h a t  d r o v e  a n d  s p u r r e d  m e  h e r e — a n d  a l l u r e d  

a n d  a t t r a c t e d  m e , to o .

S o l n b s s  fe a g e r ly  j . — T h e r e  w e  h a v e  i t !  T h e r e  w e  h a v e  it , H i l d a !  T h e r e ’ s  a  

t r o l l  in  y o u ,  to o ,  a s  in  m e . F o r  i t ' s  t h e  t r o l l  in  o n e ,  y o u  s e e — i t ’ s  th a t  t h a t  c a l l s  t o  

t h e  p o w e r s  o u t s id e  u s ,  a n d  t h e n  y o u  m u st  g i v e  i n — w h e t h e r  y o u  w i l l  o r  n a

O t w a y  C u f f b .

( T o  b e  c o n t in u e d .)



J E ta r s  a n i  th e  (E a r th .
T H E  a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  M a s t e r s  

a s  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  t h e i r  d i r e c t  m e s s e n g e r ,  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y ,  a n d  a s  

u n d e r s t o o d  b y  M r .  S i n n e t t ,  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  v e r y  e a s y  e x p l a n a t i o n .  T h e  

s o l u t i o n  t u r n s  o n  t h e  w o r d s  “ S o l a r  S y s t e m . ”  I f  t h a t  t e r m  b e  h e l d  t o  

d e n o t e  t h e  s o l a r  s y s t e m  k n o w n  t o  W e s t e r n  S c i e n c e ,  t h e  s e n t e n c e  g i v e n  

b y  M r .  S i n n e t t  i s  m e a n i n g l e s s ;  b u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  

f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  i s o l a t e d  p a s s a g e  r e s p e c t i n g  M a r s  i s  q u o t e d  a t  o n c e  

s h o w s  t h e  m e a n i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  “ S o l a r  S y s t e m ”  i n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d ­

e n c e .  I  n a t u r a l l y  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  l e t t e r s  t h e m s e l v e s — c o p i e s  o f  w h i c h  I  

h a v e — t o  s o l v e  t h e  p u z z l e ,  a n d  I  f o u n d  t h a t  M a s t e r  K .  H .  u s e d  t h e  t e r m  

111 a  s p e c i a l  a n d  q u i t e  d e f i n i t e  s e n s e .

H e  e x p l a i n s  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f  M a n v a n t a r a s ,  P r a l a y a s ,  e t c . — u n i v e r s a l ,  

s o l a r  a n d  m i n o r .  A  m i n o r  M a n v a n t a r a  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  s e v e n  R o u n d s ,  

i .e . ,  t h e  c i r c u i t  s e v e n  t i m e s  o f  a  P l a n e t a r y  C h a i n  o f  s e v e n  G l o b e s .  T o  

s u c h  a  C h a i n  o u r  E a r t h  b e l o n g s .  A  s o l a r  P e r i o d  c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e n  o f  s u c h  

s e v e n f o l d  R o u n d s ,  i .e . ,  f o r t y - n i n e ;  s e v e n  s u c h  P l a n e t a r y  C h a i n s  c o m ­

p o s e  a  “ S o l a r  S y s t e m ” ; i n  t h r e e  o f  s u c h  C h a i n s  o u r  E a r t h ,  M a r s  a n d  

M e r c u r y ,  f o r m  t h e  D  G l o b e .  G l o b e  D  o f  t h e  M a r s  C h a i n  a n d  G l o b e  D  

o f  t h e  M e r c u r y  C h a i n  a r e  v i s i b l e  t o  u s ,  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  C h a i n s  a r e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  n e a r  o u r  o w n  i n  e v o l u t i o n ,  o n e  b e h i n d  u s ,  o n e  a h e a d  o f  u s ,  

f o r  t h e i r  m a t t e r  t o  a f f e c t  o u r  s e n s e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o u r  C h a i n s  

a r e  t o o  f a r  a w a y  i n  e v o l u t i o n  t o  h a v e  e n o u g h  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  u s  f o r  

v i s i b i l i t y .  M a r s  a n d  M e r c u r y  b e a r  a  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n  t o  o u r  E a r t h  i n  t h e  

w h o l e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S o l a r  S y s t e m ,  t h o u g h  n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  E a r t h  

C h a i n .  T h e  o t h e r  f o u r  P l a n e t a r y  C h a i n s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  o u r  S o l a r  S y s t e m  

a r e  t o o  f a r  b e h i n d  u s  o r  i n  f r o n t  o f  u s  f o r  e v e n  t h e i r  G l o b e s  D  t o  b e  

s e e n .

O t h e r  p l a n e t s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  s o l a r  s y s t e m  o f  S c i e n c e  a s  a r r a n g e d  

i n  t h e  W e s t  d o  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  S o l a r  S y s t e m  o f  t h e  E s o t e r i c  P h i l o ­

s o p h y ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  i g n o r i n g  o f  t h i s  w h i c h  h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  c o n f u s i o n .  A  

W e s t e r n  r e a d e r  n a t u r a l l y  g i v e s  t h e  t e r m  h i s  o w n  s e n s e ,  n o t  k n o w i n g  

t h a t  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  i t  w a s  u s e d  i n  q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  o n e .  A n d  s o ,  o n c e  

m o r e ,  w e  f i n d  t h e  M a s t e r s ’  d o c t r i n e s  s e l f - c o n s i s t e n t .

A n n i e  B e s a n t .



J l n c i t n t  C g g p t .
I N  t h e  “ R e d e ”  L e c t u r e  f o r  1 8 7 2  t h e  l a t e  P r o f e s s o r  F r e e m a n ,  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  w h a t  h e  c o n c i s e l y  c a l l s  t h e  “ U n i t y  o f  H i s t o r y , ”  a d v a n c e s  a s  

h i s  m a i n  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  o f  n o  p e r i o d  o f  h i s t o r y  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  n a m e ,  

o f  n o  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  m a n ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  b e i n g ,  c a n  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  

h i s t o r y  a f f o r d  t o  k n o w  n o t h i n g .  H e  t h i n k s  t h a t  e a c h  m a n ’ s  t a s t e  a n d  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  l e a d  h i m  t o  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  a  s p e c i a l  

p e r i o d  a n d  p l a c e  f o r  s t u d y — o n e  p r e f e r r i n g  a n  e a r l i e r ,  a n o t h e r  a  l a t e r  

t i m e ;  o n e  c h o o s i n g  t h e  E a s t ,  a n o t h e r  t h e  W e s t .  B u t  w h i l e  t h o r o u g h l y  

m a s t e r i n g  t h e  b r a n c h  o f  h i s  o w n  c h o i c e  h e  m u s t  a n d  o u g h t  a t  l e a s t  t o  

k n o w  e n o u g h  o f  o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  t o  h a v e  a  c l e a r  a n d  a b i d i n g  c o n c e p t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  o w n  a n d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  H i s t o r y  b e i n g  a  c o g n a t e  

w h o l e ,  a l l  i t s  p a r t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  h o w e v e r  d i s ­

c o n n e c t e d  a n d  d i s j o i n t e d  t h o s e  p a r t s  m a y  a p p e a r  e a c h  i s  a n  i n d i s ­

p e n s a b l e  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r .  A d o p t i n g  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E g y p t ,  f o s t e r - m o t h e r  o f  o l d  G r e e c e  a n d  l a t e r  

R o m e ,  a l t h o u g h  t o  o u t w a r d  s e e m i n g  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  u s  b y  a  g r e a t  g u l f ,  

m e r i t s  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  n o t  a l o n e  f o r  i t s  i n t r i n s i c  c h a r m ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  

t h a t  i t  h a s  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  s i n c e  s h e  l a i d  d o w n  h e r  

g l o r y  i n  t h e  d u s t  e x e r c i s e d  u p o n  o u r  o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  

n o t ,  p e r h a p s ,  t o  b e  n i c e l y  e s t i m a t e d  n o w ,  b u t  u n d o u b t e d  n e v e r t h e l e s s .

O f  t h e  l o n g  a g e s  b a c k  i n  t h a t  d i m  p a s t ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  E g y p t i a n  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  w e  f i r s t  k n e w  i t  w a s  e v o l v e d ,  w e  h a v e  n o  r e m i n d e r — i f  

w e  e x c e p t  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h e s  i n t o  t h e  p r e - h i s t o r i c  p h a s e —  

o t h e r  t h a n  f u g i t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  o r  u n c e r t a i n  m y t h .  S h e  s p r i n g s  u p o n  u s  

o u t  o f  t h e  S h a d o w l a n d  a l m o s t  f u l l y  g r o w n ,  l i k e  M i n e r v a  f r o m  t h e  h e a d  

o f  J o v e .  L e g e n d  e v e n  r e a c h e s  o u t  i t s  h a n d  b u t  b l i n d l y  i n t o  h e r  r e m o t e  

a n t i q u i t y ,  b r i n g i n g  u s  s t o r i e s  o f  O s i r i s  o r  o f  R a ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  t h o u s a n d  

f a b l e s  o f  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  R e g a l  G o d s .  S t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  d a w n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  

a l o n e  a n d  s t a t e l y ,  t h e  d u m b  r e l i c s  o f  h e r  a n c i e n t  g r a n d e u r  a w e  w h i l e  

t h e y  c h a r m  u s ;  a n d  a s  w e  p i e c e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  f r a g m e n t s  o £  h e r  s t o r y ,  

t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  m o s a i c  g r o w s  m o r e  s t r o n g l y  o n  u s ,  b l e n t  w i t h  s o m e ­

t h i n g  o f  r e v e r e n c e  f o r a  r a c e  w h o  w r o t e  i n d e l i b l y ,  w h e n  t i m e  w a s  y o u n g ,  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  a  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  n e e d  n o t  b l u s h  a t  o u r s .

W e  s a y  t h i s  d e s p i t e  B u c k l e ’ s  c a u s t i c  r e m i n d e r  t h a t ,  “ a  r e v e r e n c e  

f o r  a n t i q u i t y  i s  r e p u g n a n t  t o  e v e r y  a x i o m  o f  r e a s o n . ”  F o r  w h i l e  

d e p r e c a t i n g  a s  s t r o n g l y  a s  h e  c a n  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  a n d  e x t r a v a g a n t  g l o a t ­

i n g  o v e r  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  o l d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  a g e  a l o n e ,  w e  m a y  c l a i m  i t  a s



a  r i g h t — a n d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  a  d u t y — t o  r e v e r e  ( t r e a t i n g  r e v e r e n c e  a s  a  

d e e p  r e s p e c t )  i n  a l l  a g e s  t h a t  w h i c h  i n  e s s e n c e  i s  g o o d  a n d  w o r t h y  a n d  

e n n o b l i n g .

I t  i s  a  n a t u r a l  a n d  p e r h a p s  p a r d o n a b l e  w e a k n e s s  f o r  e a c h  a g e  t o  

d i s c o u n t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  w o r k  o f  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  

p r e s e n t  n o t  o n l y  a s  e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  v e r y  a c m e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a n d  i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l i t y ,  b u t  a s  b e i n g  i n  s o m e  s o r t  w h o l l y  i t s  o w n  c r e a t i o n .  F o r g e t f u l  

o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  w e  a s  h e i r s  o f  t h e  a g e s  h a v e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  a n d  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  l a b o u r s ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  o u r  c i v i l i ­

z a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  b u i l d e d  u p o n  f o u n d a t i o n s  l a i d  i n  s o m e  l o n g - f o r g o t t e n  

a g e ,  i t  b e c o m e s  a t  t i m e s  t h e  f a s h i o n  t o  s c o f f  a t  t h e  m e n  o f  o l d  t i m e .  

Y e t  t o - d a y  w e  c l a i m  a s  o u r s  d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  i n v e n t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  o l d  

b e f o r e  G r e e c e  e x i s t e d  a s  a  n a t i o n ,  a n d  f o r g o t t e n  b e f o r e  o u r  e r a  b e g a n .  

F o r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y  o n w a r d  

a n d  u p w a r d .  R a t h e r  h a s  i t  m o v e d  i n  c y c l e s  w i t h  d a r k n e s s  a n d  i g n o ­

r a n c e  i n t e r m i t t e n t ,  o r  l i k e  a  t i d e  e b b i n g  a n d  f l o w i n g  o n  t i m e ' s  s h o r e ,  

c r e e p i n g  u p w a r d  v e r y  s l o w l y  a n d  w i t h  m a n y  a  b a c k w a r d  s o u g h  a n d  

s w e e p .

T h o u g h  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  s t u d y  o f  E g y p t i a n  l o r e  i s  o f  y e s t e r d a y ,  i t s  

p u r s u i t  h a s  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s u c h  z e s t  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o - d a y  i s  

a l m o s t  e m b a r r a s s e d  w i t h  t h e  m a s s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  f i n d s  r e a d y  t o  h i s  

h a n d ,  a n d  e v e r y  y e a r  w i t n e s s e s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n d  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n s .  

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  a n  e a s y  m a t t e r  s h o r t l y  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s u b j e c t  o f  t h i s  

d i m e n s i o n  i n  f a i r  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  a d e q u a t e l y  m a s s  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  s h a d e  

o f  i t .  Y e t  a  b i r d ’ s - e y e  v i e w  m a y  n o t  b e  w i t h o u t  a d v a n t a g e  t o  t h e  

g e n e r a l  r e a d e r  w h o ,  g i v e n  t h e  b r o a d  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  m a y  b e  a b l e  f o r  h i m ­

s e l f  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n a l  d e t a i l s .  T h e  a r c h a e o l o g y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  

a r t s ,  h i e r o g l y p h s ,  r e l i g i o n  a n d  m y t h o l o g y ,  c u s t o m s  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e — u p o n  

e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p h a s e s  v o l u m e s  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n : i t  i s  o u r  p r e s e n t  i n t e n ­

t i o n  t o  a t t e m p t  a  c u r s o r y  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  w h o l e .

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y  E g y p t  i s  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r i p  e x t e n d ­

i n g  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  N i l e  f r o m  N o r t h  t o  S o u t h  s o m e  7 0 0  o r  8 0 0  

m i l e s ,  a n d  v a r y i n g  f r o m  o n e  t o  e i g h t  m i l e s  b r o a d .  *  E g y p t  i s  t h e  g i f t  

o f  t h e  r i v e r , ”  t h e y  t r u l y  w r o t e  o n  t h e i r  m o n u m e n t s  4 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  f o r  

t h e  N i l e  m a k e s  o f  E g y p t  t h e  r i c h e s t  a n d  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  c o u n t r y  i n  

t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  w h i l e  w i t h o u t  i t s  f e r t i l i z i n g  i n u n d a t i o n  t h e i r  l a n d  

m u s t  i n e v i t a b l y  a n d  r a p i d l y  b e c o m e  a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e s e r t  a r o u n d  i t .  

L i t t l e  w o n d e r  t h e n  t h a t  t h i s  m y s t e r i o u s  r i v e r — s t i l l  m y s t e r i o u s ,  d o o m e d  

f o r  e v e r  t o  s h a r e  t h e  m y s t e r y  w h i c h  s h r o u d s  t h e  l a n d  t o  w h i c h  i t  

m i n i s t e r s — s h o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e i r  e n d l e s s  p a n e g y r i c ,  a n d  

f r o m  e a r l y  t i m e  b e  w o r s h i p p e d  a s  a  g o d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e n c e  c a m e  

t h e  E g y p t i a n s  i n t o  t h e  N i l e  v a l l e y  i s  o n e  w h i c h  h a s  a f f o r d e d  t h e  

E t h n o l o g i s t  u n e n d i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n .  I t  i s  u n d o u b t e d  t h a t  

a  c i v i l i z e d  r a c e  o c c u p i e d  t h i s  f e r t i l e  s p o t  f o r  v a s t  a g e s  b e f o r e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

e x i s t i n g  m o n u m e n t s  w e r e  r e a r e d .  P i t s  s u n k  i n  t h e  a l l u v i a l  d e p o s i t



h a v e  i n  n u m e r o u s  i n s t a n c e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  h u m a n  r e m a i n s  

a n d  h a n d i w o r k  a t  a  d e p t h  o f  o v e r  s e v e n t y  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  

a s s u m i n g  a  r e g u l a r  r a t i o  o f  d e p o s i t  o f  t h e  s i l t — a b o u t  f i v e  i n c h e s  p e r  

c e n t u r y — i n  t h e  p r e - h i s t o r i c  a s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d ,  w e  h a v e  a t  o n c e  

a n  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  2 0 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a s c e r t a i n e d  e x i s t ­

e n c e  o f  t h e  o l d e r  r a c e .  W h e t h e r  t h e  E g y p t i a n  r a c e  k n o w n  t o  u s  i n  

h i s t o r y  i s  d e s c e n d e d  f r o t n  t h i s  p r e - h i s t o r i c  r a c e  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  d e t e r ­

m i n e d .  A l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a p p e a r  t o  p o i n t  t o  A s i a  a s  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  h o m e  o f  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e .  R e n o u f  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  v i e w  

t h a t  t h e  f a r t h e r  b a c k  t h e  E t h n o l o g i s t  t r a v e l s  t h e  n e a r e r  d o e s  t h e  

E g y p t i a n  t y p e  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  o f  t h e  I n d o - E u r o p e a n ,  a n d  e x h i b i t  a l l  t h e  

m a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  A r y a n  f a m i l y ,  w h i c h ,  i t  i s  w i d e l y  c o n ­

c e d e d ,  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  h a b i t a t  i n  C e n t r a l  a n d  S o u t h e r n  A s i a .  B e t w e e n  

t h e  e a r l y  a r t  a n d  m y t h o l o g y  a l s o  o f  E g y p t  a n d  W e s t e r n  H i n d u s t a n  

t h e r e  a r e  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  i n  d e t a i l  m a n y  p o i n t s  o f  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y .  

T h e  r e s e m b l a n c e  i n  t h e i r  m i n o r  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  s y m b o l s  m u s t  b e  m o r e  

t h a n  a c c i d e n t a l ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  k n o w n  h a b i t s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m s  

o f  w o r s h i p  a r e  c o r r e l a t e d  i n  a  m a n n e r  s c a r c e l y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  c o i n ­

c i d e n c e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  B a b y l o n i a n s  a n d  A s s y r i a n s .  “  I t  i s , "  s a y s  D r .  

R u s s e l l ,  " t h e  m o s t  r e a s o n a b l e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  k n o w l e d g e  

a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  c o m m e r c e  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

r i v e r s  w h i c h  f l o w  i n t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f  a n d  t h e n  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  o f  

A r a b i a ,  t o  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  R e d  S e a ,  w h e n c e  b y  t h e  p a s s e s  o r  l a t e r a l  

d e f i l e s  w h i c h  c o n n e c t  t h e  r i v e r  o f  E g y p t  w i t h  t h e  s e a  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  

f o u n d  t h e i r  w a y  i n t o  N u b i a  a n d  A b y s s i n i a . ”

P r i o r  t o  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s ,  m a n k i n d  w a s  i n  i t s  i n f a n c y ,  a n d  o f  

t h a t  p e r i o d  w e  k n o w  l i t t l e ,  a n d  t h a t  l i t t l e  i m p e r f e c t l y .  O f  t h e  l i t e r a ­

t u r e  o f  E g y p t  w e  h a v e  n e i t h e r  a b u n d a n t  n o r  v a r i o u s  e x a m p l e s .  U n l i k e  

G r e e c e ,  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  r e m a i n i n g  a r e  n o t  t h o s e  o f  r e g u l a r  h i s t o r y ,  

n o r  i s  t h e r e  l e f t  t o  u s  a  p o e t i c  l e g a c y  o f  s p l e n d i d  h e r o i c s .  B u t  i n  t h e i r  

h i e r o g l y p h s  s c u l p t u r e d  o n  t h e  o b e l i s k s ,  o r  i n  t h e  t e m p l e s  a n d  t h e  t o m b s ,  

w e  p o s s e s s  “ t h e  o r i g i n a l  e x p e d i e n t  o f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  a n n a l i s t , ”  m a r k i n g  

t h e  p a t h  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a l p h a b e t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  

w o r l d  h a s  k n o w l e d g e .  M a n  l e a r n s  t o  d r a w  a n d  p a i n t  b e f o r e  h e  l e a r n s  

t o  w r i t e .  T h e  s a v a g e  i n  t h e  s t o n e  a g e  e t c h e d  u p o n  h i s  f l i n t  f l a k e s  

h i g h l y  c r e d i t a b l e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  m a m m o t h  a n d  t h e  r e i n d e e r  w i t h  w h i c h  

h e  w a s  i n  o b v i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n .  A n d  t h u s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a l l  h u m a n  c o m ­

m u n i c a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  l i n g u a l  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n  i n  p i c t u r e -  

w r i t i n g .  O f  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  s t e p s  b y  w h i c h  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  

t h e  m o n u m e n t s  o f  E g y p t  s u p p l y  a  h i s t o r y ,  w h i c h  f o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s  h a s  

n o  p a r a l l e l  e v e n  i n  t h e  M e x i c a n  o r  C h i n e s e  f o r m s .  P e r h a p s  u p o n  t h e  

s o l u t i o n  o f  n o  o t h e r  p r o b l e m  h a s  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  i n g e n u i t y  o f  m a n  b e e n  

e x p e n d e d  m o r e  p r o f u s e l y  t h a n  u p o n  t h e  d e c i p h e r m e n t  o f  t h i s  p i c t u r e -  

w r i t i n g  o f  a n c i e n t  E g y p t .  T h e  m o n o g r a p h s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  a l o n e  a r e  a s  

n u m e r o u s  a n d  a s  e x t e n s i v e  i n  q u a n t i t y  a s  t h e y  a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n  t h e o r y .



T h e  G r e e k s  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  a  f a i r ,  n o t  t o  s a y  i n t i m a t e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  c u r i o u s  p h e n o m e n a  o f  E g y p t i a n  s c r i p t ,  t h o u g h  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h e s  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  i t  a p p e a r s  

t o  h a v e  d i e d  o u t — p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  C h u r c h ,  r e g a r d i n g  i t  a s  a  r e l i c  o f  

t h e  o l d  p a g a n  f a i t h  ( w h i c h  t h e  n a m e  “ s a c r e d  s c u l p t u r e ”  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  

i n d i c a t e ) ,  f r o w n e d  u p o n  i t  a n d  g a v e  i n  i t s  p l a c e  a  n e w  a l p h a b e t  o f  G r e e k  

c h a r a c t e r s .  C e r t a i n l y  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  C l e m e n t  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ,  a . d .  2 1 1 ,  

t h e  l a n g u a g e  w a s ,  l i k e  o l d  M a r l e y ,  “ d e a d  a s  a  d o o r  n a i l , ”  f o r  C l e m e n t  

w r o t e  a  t h e s i s  u p o n  i t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a n  C o l l e g e .  

O n e  o f  t h e  H e r m e t i c  b o o k s  p r o f e s s e d  t o  g i v e  a  k e y  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ;  

b u t  i t  i s  h e l d  t o  b e  p a l p a b l y  t h e  w o r k  o f  a n  e m p i r i c  a n d  o f  l i t t l e  v a l u e .  

A f t e r  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  E m p i r e s  a l l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  d i s ­

a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  w a s  a n y  

s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  e n i g m a  p r o p o s e d  w h i c h  h a d  a n y  s o u n d e r  b a s i s  t h a n  

v a g u e  c o n j e c t u r e ,  o r  t h e  v a i n e s t  i m a g i n i n g s  o f  a  w r e t c h e d  g u e s s - w o r k .  

I t  i s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  a b l e s t  s c h o l a r s  i n  

p o s t - m e d i a e v a l  t i m e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  a t t a i n e d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  s u c c e s s ,  t h a t  t h e y  

n e v e r  w e a r i e d  i n  a  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  e n d e a v o u r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

r i d d l e .  B u t  w h a t  t h e  c l e r k l y  l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e  a g e s  c o u l d  n o t  f a t h o m ,  

a c c i d e n t  h e l p e d  t o  s o l v e .  I n  1 7 9 9  M .  B o u s s a r d ,  w h o  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  

F r e n c h  E x p e d i t i o n  t o  E g y p t  a s  a n  A r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  d i s c o v e r e d  n e a r  

R o s e t t a ,  a  s m a l l  t o w n  o n  t h e  c o a s t  n e a r  A l e x a n d r i a ,  a  s l a b  o f  b l a c k  

b a s a l t — w h i c h  i s  n o w  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m ,  a n d  k n o w n  a s  t h e  R o s e t t a  

S t o n e — b e a r i n g  a  t r i g r a m m a t i c a l  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  o n e  i n  h i e r o g l y p h  o r  s a c r e d  

w r i t i n g ,  a  s e c o n d  i n  d e m o t i c ,  o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n  a s  e n c h o r i a l  o r  v e r n a ­

c u l a r ,  a n d  a  t h i r d  i n  G r e e k .  H a l f  t h e  l i i e r o g l y p h i c a l  p a r t  w a s  d e s t r o y e d ,  

b u t  e n o u g h  r e m a i n e d  t o  g i v e  t h a t  “ p o i n t  o n  w h i c h  t o  s t a n d ”  f o r  w h i c h  

A r c h i m e d e s  c o n t e n d e d .  V a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  a t  s o l u t i o n  w e r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  

s a v a n t s  o f  E u r o p e  w i t h  m o r e  o r  l e s s  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  n o t  u n t i l  1 8 1 8 ,  w h e n  

C h a m p o l l i o n  t h e  y o u n g e r  e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  p a t h  o f  d i s c o v e r y ,  w a s  r e a l  p r o ­

g r e s s  m a d e .  A f t e r  m u c h  c a r e f u l  w o r k  h e  c o n j e c t u r e d  t h a t  t h e  h i e r o ­

g l y p h s  i n  c e r t a i n  c a r t o u c h e s  o r  r i n g s ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  e a c h  i n s c r i p ­

t i o n ,  w e r e  p u r e l y  a l p h a b e t i c a l  a n d  n o t  s y l l a b i c ,  w h i c h  l a t t e r  h a d  b e e n  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l l  p r e v i o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I t  h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  s u g ­

g e s t e d  b y  D r .  Y o u n g  t h a t  t h e s e  c a r t o u c h e s  c o n t a i n e d  p r o p e r  n a m e s ,  a n d  

w i t h  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  i n  v i e w  C h a m p o l l i o n  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  t r a c e  i n  t h e  

b r o k e n  h i e r o g l y p h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  A l e x a n d e r  a n d  P t o l e m y  w h i c h  h e  f o u n d  

r e p e a t e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  G r e e k ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  c o l l a t e  b o t h  w i t h  t h e  

n a m e  o f  C l e o p a t r a  w h i c h  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  s c u l p t u r e d  o n  a n  o b e l i s k  

a t  P h i l a e .  T h e  r e s u l t  s h o r t l y  w a s  t h a t  h e  s p e l t  o u t  t h e  s i g n s  s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y ,  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a v i n g  o b t a i n e d  f i f t e e n  p h o n e t i c  h i e r o g l y p h s  

h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  m e th o d , w h i c h ,  a f t e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  

i n d e f a t i g a b l e  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k ,  r e v e a l e d  t h e  w h o l e  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  ( w h i c h  h e  s h o w e d  t o  b e  a n  a r c h a i c  f o r m  o f  “ C o p t i c ” ) ,  a n d  

e n a b l e d  h i m  p e r m a n e n t l y  t o  r e c o r d  n o  l e s s  t h a n  8 6 4  h i e r o g l y p h s  i n



a d d i t i o n  t o  w r i t i n g  a  v o l u m i n o u s  g r a m m a r .  S i n c e  t h e n  t h i s  w o r k  h a s  

b e e n  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  e a s y ,  a n d  w i t h  t h i s  k e y ,  a i d e d  b y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  c o m ­

p a r a t i v e  p h i l o l o g y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g e  p e n e t r a t e s  t h e  g l o o m  o f  c e n t u r i e s  

a n d  u n s e a l s  t h e  c l o s e d  l i p s  o f  t h e  d e a d .  M a n ’ s  p r i m a r y  e f f o r t  t o  

r e c o r d  w r i t t e n  s y m b o l s  f o r  s p o k e n  s o u n d s  w a s  t h u s  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a s  

n a t u r a l  a s  w e  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  i t  t o  b e .  T h e y  s p e l t  o u t  t h e i r  f i r s t  n u m b e r s  

i n  a n i m a l s ,  a n d  t r e e s ,  a n d  h o u s e s ,  a n d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  f r a m e  

a n d  a s t r o n o m i c a l  s i g n s ,  a n d ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  t h e y  m a d e  u p  t h e i r  f i r s t  w o r d s  o f  

s u c h  o f  t h e s e  a s  b y  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  l e t t e r s  c o m b i n e d  i n  n a t u r a l  s e q u e n c e  

g a v e  t h e  w o r d  r e q u i r e d .  T o  i l l u s t r a t e  i t  s i m p l y  t h e y  a s s o c i a t e d  e a c h  

l e t t e r  w i t h  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s y m b o l ,  a s  w e  t o - d a y  t e a c h  o u r  b a b e s  t o  l i s p  

t h e i r  a l p h a b e t ;  A  w a s  a n  a r c h e r ,  B  w a s  a  b u t c h e r ,  C  w a s  a  c a t ,  a n d  

s o  o n .  A n d  u p o n  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  w r i t t e n  E n g l i s h ,  E g y p t  

m i g h t  h a v e  s p e l t  t h e  w o r d  “ c a b ”  b y  w r i t i n g  i n  t h a t  o r d e r  a  c a t ,  a n  

a r c h e r ,  a  b u t c h e r .  B u t  t h e y  d i d  m o r e  t h a n  t h i s .  T h e y  w r o u g h t  d e f t l y  

i n t o  t h e i r  w o r d s  a l t e r n a t i v e  s i g n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l e t t e r s  t o  g i v e  t h e m  a s  i t  

w e r e  a n  u n d e r - c u r r e n t  o f  s t r e n g t h .  T o  g i v e  a n  i n s t a n c e .  I n  w r i t i n g  

t h e  n a m e  o f  a  k i n g  i f  t h e  l e t t e r  “ L ”  o c c u r r e d  i n  i t — a s  i n  P t o l e m y —  

t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s i g n s  w h i c h  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  c o n ­

n e c t i o n  t h e  l i o n  ( l a b u )  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  i n v a r i a b l y  a p p l i e d  a s  i n  s o m e  s o r t  

i n d i c a t i v e  o f  p o w e r .  S o  “ A ”  c o u l d  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  b e  w r i t t e n  b y  A k h o o m  

o r  A k e ,  t h e  o n e  a n  e a g l e ,  t h e  o t h e r  a  r e e d ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  r e a d i l y  b e  u n d e r ­

s t o o d  h o w ,  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  u s e  o f  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  w o u l d  s e r v e  t o  

g i v e  a  k i n d  o f  s e c r e t  o r  e s o t e r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m e r e  

s u r f a c e  m e a n i n g ;  t h e  e a g l e  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s w i f t n e s s  o r  

k e e n n e s s  o f  v i s i o n ,  t h e  r e e d  o f  w e a k n e s s .  B u t  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  t h e r e  h a d  

b e e n  i n t e r m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  p u r e  p h o n e t i c s  o t h e r  f o r m s  w h i c h ,  i n  a  

s i n g l e  s i g n ,  s t o o d  f o r  a n  i d e a ,  s o  t h a t  c o l l e c t e d  t h e y  b e c a m e  a  k i n d  o f  

r e b u s .  T h e s e  t o  t h e  E g y p t o l o g i s t  o f  t o - d a y  a r e  k n o w n  a s  i d e o g r a p h s .  

A m o n g  t h e  s i m p l e s t  f o r m s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  c i r c l e  a r b i t r a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  s u n  a n d  a  c r e s c e n t  t h e  m o o n ,  a  p e n  a n d  p a l e t t e  s i g n i f i e d  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  

a  p l o u g h  h o e i n g  o r  d i g g i n g .  A t  o t h e r  t i m e s  t h e  s y m b o l s  a r e  a s  i n d i r e c t  

a n d  o f t e n  a s  r e m o t e  a s  f a n c i f u l ,  a s  w h e n  a n  o s t r i c h  f e a t h e r  r e p r e s e n t s  

j u s t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e  f e a t h e r s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  b e  e q u a l .  O r  a  p a l m  b r a n c h  

s i g n i f i e s  a  y e a r  b e c a u s e  t h e  t r e e  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  o n l y  t w e l v e  

b r a n c h e s  a n n u a l l y .  I n d e e d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a b o v e  p l a y i n g  u p o n  w o r d s  

b y  w a y  o f  a  p u n ,  a s  i f  o n e  s h o u l d  e x p r e s s  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  " d e a r "  b y  t h e  

f i g u r e  o f  a  s t a g .  I t  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  b e  r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a p a r t  f r o m  

a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d e c i p h e r m e n t  o f  s i m p l e  l e t t e r s ,  a  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  

l a b o u r  h a s  b e e n  a n d  i s  s t i l l  e n t a i l e d  u p o n  a  s t u d e n t  o f  h i e r o g l y p h s  

b e f o r e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  v e n t u r e  s a f e l y  u p o n  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n .  B u t  o n c e  

C h a m p o l l i o n ’ s  w o r k  w a s  c o m p l e t e d — a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  l i v e  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  

s e e  h i s  g r a m m a r  p u b l i s h e d — a n  i m p e t u s  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

E g y p t o l o g y  w h i c h  h a s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  m a r v e l l o u s  r e s u l t s .  T h e  i n v e s t i ­

g a t i o n s  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  B i b l i c a l  A r c h a e o l o g y ,  t h e



E g y p t i a n  E x p l o r a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  e x ­

p l o r a t i o n s  u n d e r t a k e n  s i n c e  t h e n ,  h a v e  l a i d  b a r e  t o  o u r  g a z e  m u c h  o f  

t h e  l i v e s  a n d  h a b i t s ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  s t r a n g e  p e o p l e  o v e r  a  

p e r i o d  o f  a t  l e a s t  5 ,0 0 0  y e a r s .

I t  m u s t  n o t  b e  a s s u m e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  C h a m p o l l i o n  t h e  

w h o l e  p e r i o d  o f  E g y p t i a n  h i s t o r y  w a s  b l a n k .  A m o n g  t h e  c l a s s i c s  w e  

p o s s e s s e d  a c c o u n t s  o f  t r a v e l s  i n  E g y p t  b y  H e r o d o t u s  a n d  D i o d o r u s  

S i c u l u s — f r a g m e n t s  o f  a  h i s t o r y  c o m p i l e d  b y  M a n e t h o ,  a  p r i e s t  o f  

S e b e n n y t u s ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  P t o l e m y  P h i l a d e l p h u s  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y  B .C . ,  a n d  t h e  e s s a y  011 I s i s  a n d  O s i r i s  e m b o d i e d  b y  

P l u t a r c h  i n  h i s  M o r a ls .  B u t  a l m o s t  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e s e  w o r k s  w e r e  

r e g a r d e d  u n t i l  t h i s  c e n t u r y  e i t h e r  a s  p u r e  m y t h  o r  a s  t h e  w o r k  o f  s o m e  

a n c i e n t  “ M u n c h a u s e n . ”  J T h e  m a i n  d i f f i c u l t y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w a s  t h a t  o f  

B i b l i c a l  c h r o n o l o g y ,  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  c a n o n  w a s  d e e m e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

c l o s e d .  I t  w a s  s e e n  t h a t ,  i f  b e f o r e  M a n e t h o ,  E g y p t  h a d  k n o w n  a  s u e *  

c e s s i o n  o f  s o m e  3 7 0  h i g h  p r i e s t s  a t  H e l i o p o l i s ;  o r ,  i f  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  

h i s t o r y  o f  E u t e r p e ' s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  g a i n e d  b y  H e r o d o t u s  f r o m  t h e  t r a ­

d i t i o n s  c u r r e n t  w h e n  h e  t r a v e l l e d  t h e r e  n e a r l y  5 0 0  y e a r s  B .C . w e r e  t r u e ;  

o r  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  r i t e s  a n d  f e s t i v a l s  o b s e r v e d  

i n  t h e  O s i r i a n  m y s t e r i e s  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  n e w  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w e r e  a d m i t t e d ,  

t h e n  s o m e  i n c o n v e n i e n t  r e a d j u s t m e n t  o f  b o u n d a r i e s  w o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y .  

A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  t h e  l a t e r  C h u r c h  r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  n o t  u n c o m m o n  

e x p e d i e n t  o f  j e e r i n g  a t  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  f r a g m e n t s  a s  m y t h i c a l  o r  u n t r u e ,  

a n d  e n d e d  b y  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a n  e x  p o s t  f a c t o  i m i t a t i o n  o f  

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  t h e  m o n u m e n t s  a n d  d e c i p h e r  

t h e  p a p y r i  c a m e  a  c h a n g e ,  a n d  t h e n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w a s  E g y p t i a n  

h i s t o r y  s o b e r l y  w r i t t e n .  H e r  m o n a r c h i c a l  h i s t o r y  w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e g i n  

w i t h  M e n e s ,  w h o  i s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h a t  l o n g  r o l l  o f  d y n a s t i e s ,  

t h e  l a s t  o f  w h i c h  c l o s e d  i n  d a r k n e s s  a n d  i g n o m i n y  f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  B . c .  

T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  p e r i o d  r o u g h l y  o f  o v e r  7 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  f r o m  o u r  o w n  

t i m e ,  a n d  t h o u g h  s o m e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  d i s p o s e d  t o  p l a c e  t h e  l i m i t  

f a r t h e r  b a c k  s t i l l ,  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  e v i d e n c e  e x t e n d s  a  h i g h e r  

d a t e  t h a n  t h i s  c a n n o t  s a f e l y  b e  p o s t u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  h is t o r ic  p e r i o d .

A s  w i l l  b e  r e a d i l y  i m a g i n e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e  w i t h i n  l i m i t e d  

s p a c e  t o  t r e a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  

i m m e n s e  p e r i o d  t o  b e  c o v e r e d .  I t  m a y  s u f f i c e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  

t e r m  o f  a n c i e n t  E g y p t i a n  h i s t o r y  i s  b r o a d l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s t a g e s ,  

u s u a l l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  O l d ,  M i d d l e ,  a n d  N e w  E m p i r e s .  T h e  f i r s t  o f  

t h e s e  c o v e r s  a b o u t  2 ,0 0 0  y e a r s ,  a n d  m a r k s  t h e  t i m e  w h i c h  s a w  t h e  r i s e  

o f  t h e  p y r a m i d s  a n d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  w o r k s ,  a n d  

w i t n e s s e d  t h e j  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  

a n d  t h e  f i n e  a r t s ,  s c a r c e l y  s u r p a s s e d  a t  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  p e r i o d .  D u r i n g  

t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  d y n a s t i e s  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  a t  

M e m p h i s ,  a n d  s o  c o m p l e t e  a r e  t h e  r e l i c s  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  k i n g s  t h a t ,  a s  

o n e  h i s t o r i a n  s u g g e s t s ,  w e  k n o w  f a r  m o r e  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  M e m p h i s  t h e n .



t h a n  o f  L o n d o n  u n d e r  t h e  S a x o n s ,  o r  P a r i s  u n d e r  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  

C l o v i s .

T h e  M i d d l e  p e r i o d  s a w  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h i s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  c o n s e q u e n t  

o n  i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e ,  a n d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  o c c a s i o n a l  p e e p s  a t  a  d u a l  

m o n a r c h y  a n d  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  H y k s o s  o r  S h e p h e r d  K i n g s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

f e w  r e m a i n s  u n t i l  t h e  t w e l f t h  d y n a s t y ,  w h e n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  g l o r y  

a g a i n  b u r n e d  u p  b r i g h t l y  a n d  l e f t  i t s  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  

s t a t u e s ,  o b e l i s k s ,  a n d  t e m p l e s .  T h u s  a n o t h e r  t w e l v e  a n d  a  h a l f  c e n ­

t u r i e s  p a s s e d ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s e c o n d  i n t e r r e g n u m ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  w e r e  

e v o l v e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  g a v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  N e w  a n d  l a t e s t  p e r i o d ,  

e x t e n d i n g  o n w a r d  f o r  e i g h t e e n  c e n t u r i e s  l o n g e r ,  a n d  b e q u e a t h i n g  a n  

u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  a n d  d e t a i l s  

o f  w h i c h  m o d e r n  r e s e a r c h e s  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  u n d o u b t e d .

E n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  t a k e  a t  a  c o m p l e t e  s w e e p  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e s e  l o n g  

p e r i o d s ,  n o t h i n g  s t r i k e s  t h e  o b s e r v e r  a s  m o r e  w o n d e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  

m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k s  o f  h e r  p r i m i t i v e  p e o p l e .  “ T h e i r  c o n ­

c e p t i o n s , "  s a y s  C h a m p o l l i o n ,  “ a r e  t h o s e - o f  m e n  3 0 0  f e e t  h i g h . ”  I t  

r e q u i r e s  a n  e f f o r t  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  t o - d a y  t o  h a r m o n i z e  t h e  t h o u g h t  

o f  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n c e  s h e  k n e w  w h e n  T h e b e s  w a s  b u i l t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  

d e s o l a t i o n s  o f  K a r n a c  o r  t h e  r u i n s  o f  L u x o r .  I n  h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  l i e s  

h e r  c h i e f  g l o r y ;  a n d  a s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  a n t i q u i t y ,  a l m o s t  t h e  

t o t a l  s u m  o f  o u r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h e r  h i s t o r y  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  r e l a t e d  

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  p e r m a n e n c e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  w h i c h  s h e  

b u i l t .  E g y p t  w i t h o u t  h e r  m o n u m e n t s  w e r e  a s  s i l e n t  o f  h e r  s t o r y  a s  

o n e  o f  h e r  o w n  m u m m i e s .  W i t h  t h e m  a l l  t h e  p r i v a t e  l i f e  o f  h e r  p e o p l e ,  

t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s ,  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  a m u s e m e n t s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  

a r t s ,  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  n a t i o n  a r e  w r i t t e n  o r  p a i n t e d  u p o n ,  o r  

s c u l p t u r e d  i n  i m p e r i s h a b l e  g r a n i t e .  A n d  t h e  s t o r y  i s  l i k e  M r .  S n a g s b y * s  

e f f o r t  f o r  p o o r  J o — “ w r i t  l a r g e . ”

T h e  r u i n s  o f  M e m p h i s  e v e n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  a g e s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  e x t e n d  

“ h a l f  a  d a y ’ s  j o u r n e y  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n ” ; t h e r e  i s  n o w  l e f t  h a r d l y  a  

t r a c e  o f  i t .  “ T h e  p a l a c e  t e m p l e  o f  K a r n a c , ”  s a y s  F e r g u s o n  i n  h i s  

H is t o r y  o f  A r c h it e c t u r e , “ i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  n o b l e s t  e f f o r t  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

m a g n i f i c e n c e  e v e r  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  h a n d  o f  m a n .  T h e  a r e a  o f  i t s  

c o v e r e d  b u i l d i n g  a l o n e  e n c l o s e s  a  s p a c e  t w i c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h a t  o c c u p i e d  

b y  S t .  P e t e r ’ s  a t  R o m e ;  b u t  b e s i d e  t h i s  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a n d  s m a l l e r  

t e m p l e s  f o r m i n g  p a r t  o f  a  g r e a t  w h o l e ,  c o n n e c t e d  b y  p y l o n s  a n d  w i t h  

a v e n u e s  o f  s p h i n x e s  e x t e n d i n g  f o r  m i l e s . ”  N o  p e o p l e  o f  a n c i e n t  o r  

m o d e r n  t i m e s  h a s ,  i n  t h e  v i e w  o f  C h a m p o l l i o n  “ c o n c e i v e d  t h e  a r t  o f  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o n  a  s c a l e  s o  s u b l i m e ,  s o  g r a n d i o s e  a s  i t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  

E g y p t  o f  o l d ;  a n d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  t o - d a y  e v e n  w i t h  a l l  o u r  v a u n t e d  

a d v a n c e ,  a r r e s t s  i t s e l f  a n d  f a l l s  p o w e r l e s s  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  1 4 0  c o l u m n s  

o f  t h e  h y p o s t y l e  o f  K a r n a c !  I n  o n e  o f  i t s  h a l l s  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  o f  N o t r e  

D a m e  m i g h t  s t a n d  a n d  n o t  t o u c h  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  b u t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a n  

o r n a m e n t  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  h a l l . ”



O f  t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  r e m a i n s ,  f o r ,  b u i l t  

o f  c r u d e  b r i c k ,  t h e  h o u s e s  s p e e d i l y  g a v e  w a y  t o  t h e  t o u c h  o f  t i m e ’ s  

f i n g e r .  B u t  t h e s e  g r e a t e r  w o r k s ,  w h i c h  t h e  a g e s  s i n c e  c a n  d o  l i t t l e  b u t  

i m i t a t e ,  r e m a i n  u n t o  t h i s  d a y  i n  p y r a m i d ,  o b e l i s k ,  t e m p l e ,  s p h i n x ,  a n d  

c o l o s s u s ,  t e l l i n g  a  s t o r y  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  

l o n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  f r o m  w h i c h  w e  m i g h t  p r o f i t a b l y  l e a r n  a  l e s s o n .  O f  

t h e  p y r a m i d s  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s i x t y  o r  s e v e n t y  i n  E g y p t ,  c h i e f l y  i n  t h e  

g r e a t  n e c r o p o l i s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  M e m p h i s .  S o m e  a r e  n e a r l y  

p e r f e c t ,  s o m e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  i n  r u i n s ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  r e t a i n i n g  t h e i r  

a n c i e n t  s h a p e .  T h i s  p y r a m i d a l  f o r m  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  p e c u l i a r  t o  E g y p t .  

T h e r e  a r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  p y r a m i d s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  I n d i a  

( p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  B e n a r e s  a n d  o n :  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  I n d u s  a n d  G a n g e s ) ,  

w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a s  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  a n c i e n t  B u d d h i s t  t e m p l e s .  

P y r a m i d s  o f  t r u n c a t e d  f o r m  t o o  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  i n  

M e x i c o ,  a n d  S t e v e n s  d e s c r i b e s  s e v e r a l  m e t  w i t h  d u r i n g  h i s  a r c h a e o ­

l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h e s  i u  C h i a p a s  a n d  Y u c a t a n .  B u t  n o n e  o f  t h e m  e x h i b i t  

e v e n  i n  m i n o r  d e g r e e  t h e  g r a n d e u r  a n d  w e a l t h  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l  

o f  t h e  N i l o t i c  r e m a i n s .  T h e  g r e a t  p y r a m i d  o f  G h i z e h ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

K h e o p s  o r  K h u f u ,  w h o s e  s a r c o p h a g u s  w a s  f o u n d  i n  i t ,  a n d  d a t i n g  i n  t h e  

g e n e r a l  v i e w  f r o m  a b o u t  3 ,0 0 0  B .C ., i s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  i t s  m a s s  p e r h a p s  

t h e  m o s t  p r o d i g i o u s  o f  a l l  h u m a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  S t a n d i n g  a b o u t  2 5 4  

y a r d s  s q u a r e ,  i t s  w e i g h t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  s e v e n  m i l l i o n s  o f  t o n s .  I t  i s  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  o c c u p i e d  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  m e n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  i n  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t e n  y e a r s  o c c u p i e d  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  c a u s e ­

w a y  a l o n g  w h i c h  t h e  h e w n  s t o n e s  w e r e  t o  b e  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  q u a r r i e s .  

T h e s e  s t o n e s  a r e  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  t h i r t y  f e e t  l o n g ,  a n d  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  o f  a  

s i z e  w i t h  w h i c h  m o d e r n  b u i l d e r s  s c a r c e l y  e v e r  v e n t u r e  t o  d e a l .  T h e  

i n t e r n a l  w o r k ,  s o  f a r  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  e x a m i n e  i t ,  a t t e s t s  a  c a r e  

a n d  f i n i s h  w h i c h  l e a v e s  l i t t l e  t o  b e  d e s i r e d .  “ T h e  Q u e e n ’ s  c h a m b e r , ”  a  

h o r i z o n t a l  g a l l e r y  1 1 0  f e e t  l o n g ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p y r a m i d ,  i s  

w h o l l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  p o l i s h e d  b l o c k s  o f  g r a n i t e ,  s q u a r e d  a n d  f i t t e d  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c a r e .  A  s e r i e s  o f  l o w  c h a m b e r s  d e s i g n e d  t o  

r e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  a b o v e  d i s p l a y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  “ a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a m o u n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e . "  S u c h  

i s  t h e  p r e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  d a y  w h e n  t h e  w o r k m e n  

c e m e n t e d  t h e  b l o c k s  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  n o  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  s u p e r i n c u m ­

b e n t  m a s s  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  e v e n  t o  a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  f r a c t i o n  o f  a n  i n c h ,  

a n d  w e  c a n  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  M r .  F e r g u s o n ’ s  d e c l a r a t i o n  “ t h a t  n o t h i n g  

m o r e  p e r f e c t  m e c h a n i c a l l y  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  e r e c t e d  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e . ”  M r .  

F l i n d e r s  P e t r i e  i n  h i s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  T e n  Y e a r s ’  D i g g i n g  i n  E g y p t ,  

s a y s  t h a t  t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h i s  p y r a m i d  i s  “ a  t r i u m p h  o f  

s k i l l . ”  A f t e r  m o s t  c a r e f u l l y  t e s t i n g  i t s  t r i a n g u l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f i n e s t  

t h e o d o l i t e  k n o w n  t o  u s ,  h e  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  “ i t s  e r r o r s  b o t h  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  

i n  a n g l e s  c o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  p l a c i n g  o n e ’ s  t h u m b  o n  t h e m . ”

T h e  e n q u i r y  n a t u r a l l y  a r i s e s  w h y  w e r e  t h e  p y r a m i d s  b u i l t  a n d  w h a t



w n s  t h e  o b j e c t  i n  v i e w  i n  p o u r i n g  o u t  i n  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o u n t l e s s  

t r e a s u r e  a n d  u n t o l d  l i v e s .  T h e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e o r y  i s  t h a t  t h e y  

w e r e  i n t e n d e d  m e r e l y  a s  t h e  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  k i n g s .  T h a t  

t h i s  w a s  s o  i s  t r u e ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  e n d  m a y  b e  e q u a l l y  g r a n t e d ,  

b u t  a n o t h e r  v i e w — n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y — i s  t h a t  i n  r e a r i n g  h i s  

p y r a m i d  t h e  E g y p t i a n  h a d  t h e  o m n i p o t e n t  s p i r i t  o f  h i s  r e l i g i o n  m i n g l e d  

w i t h  h i s  m o r e  e a r t h l y  a m b i t i o n .  T h i s  r e l i g i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  l a t e r  r e f e r e n c e  

i s  m a d e ,  w a s  a n  i n v o l v e d ,  g r a n d l y  m y s t e r i o u s  t h e o l o g y ,  f u l l  o f  e s o t e r i c  

e m b l e m s  a n d  d r e a m y  i m a g i n i n g s .  I t  w a s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  

t h e  p e r i o d  w h i c h  s a w  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  p y r a m i d s ,  i .e . ,  t h e  E a r l y  a n d  M i d d l e  

p e r i o d  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  m o n a r c h i e s ,  a  f o r m  o f  d i s k  o r  s u n  w o r s h i p .  

T h e y  s a w  i n  t h e  s u n  t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  f o u n t a i n  o f  a l l  l i g h t  a n d  l i f e  a n d  

h e a t ,  a n d  w o r s h i p p e d  i t .  A s  w i t h  t h e  A r a b s  o f  t o - d a y  a n d  t h e  H e b r e w s  

o f  o l d ,  t h e  g l o w i n g  h e a v e n s  o r ' s t a r r y  s k y  w e r e  w i t h  t h e m  s u b j e c t s  o f  

c o n s t a n t  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e m  t h e y  w e a v e d  t h e i r  m y t h s  a n d  

l a t e r  d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  a s t r o n o m y .  T h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  s u n - w o r s h i p  t o  f i r e -  

w o r s h i p  i s  a l m o s t  t h a t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  i d e n t i t y ,  t h e  f i r e  b e i n g  b u t  a n  e a r t h l y  

a n d  t a n g i b l e  e m b l e m  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s o l a r  f i r e .  A n d  t h e i r  e t e r n a l  s p i r i t ,  

P h t h a h — f r o m  w h i c h  e v e r y  c r e a t e d  t h i n g  h a d  g r o w n — w a s  s y m b o l i z e d  

b y  a  p u r e  e t h e r e a l  f i r e  w h i c h  b u r n s  f o r  e v e r  a n d  w h o s e  r a d i a n c e  i s  

f a r  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  p l a n e t s .  N o w  a m o n g  t h e  P a r s i s ,  S i k h s  a n d  o t h e r  

E a s t e r n  n a t i o n s  w h o s e  r e l i g i o n  w a s  a n  u n d o u b t e d  f i r e - w o r s h i p ,  t h e  f i r e -  

t o w e r  i n  p r e c i s e  p y r a m i d  f o r m  c o n s t a n t l y  r e c u r s .  T h a t  t h e  p y r a m i d  i n  

E g y p t  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  t o m b  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

o r d i n a r y  c a t a c o m b s  w e r e  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a i n  v a u l t e d  c h a m b e r s  h e w n  

o u t  o f  t h e  s o l i d  r o c k ,  a m p l e ,  b u t  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  a m p l e ,  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s  

o f  i n t e r m e n t ;  b u t  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  p y r a m i d s  a r e  u n u s e d  c h a m b e r s  

f i n i s h e d  i n  p o l i s h e d  g r a n i t e ,  w h i l e  p i e r c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t h i c k n e s s  o f  t h e  

m a s s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P y r a m i d  i s  a  s o r t  o f  t e l e s c o p i c  t u b e  w h i c h  p o i n t e d  

f o r m e r l y  t o  t h e  N o r t h  S t a r ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  w h i c h  t o - d a y  

a s t r o n o m e r s  h a v e  v e r i f i e d  t h e  e x a c t  v a r i a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e n  i n  t h e  p r e c e s ­

s i o n  o f  t h e  e q u i n o x e s  a n d  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  i n  i t s  o r b i t .

P a r t l y  t o m b ,  p a r t l y  t e m p l e ,  p a r t l y  o b s e r v a t o r y ,  p a r t l y  e m b l e m ,  w e  

m a y  f a i r l y  c o n c e i v e  t h e  p y r a m i d  h a v e  t o  b e e n — e m b l e m ,  b e c a u s e  o n  t h e  

p h a l l i c  s i d e  o f  a l l  t h e  o l d e r  r e l i g i o n s  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  f o r m  h a s  u n d o u b t e d  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  f e m a l e  e l e m e n t  i n  n a t u r e ,  a s  t h e  o b e l i s k  o r  u p r i g h t  i s  

e m b l e m a t i c a l  o f  t h e  m a l e .

D i d  t i m e  p e r m i t  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  

w o r k s  o f  M e n e s  a n d  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  o f  s i m i l a r  C y c l o p e a n  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  

s u c h  a s  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  a  h u g e  e m b a n k m e n t  f o r  d i v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  

o f  t h e  N i l e  f r o m  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l l e y  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  L a k e  M e o r i s — p e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a r t i f i c i a l  r e s e r v o i r  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  

k n o w n ,  d e v i s e d  t o  s t o r e  u p  t h e  f l o o d  w a t e r  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a g a i n s t  d r o u g h t : 

b u t  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  p a s s i n g  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e m  i s  p o s s i b l e .  I t  m a y  n o t  

b e  w i t h o u t  i n t e r e s t  h o w e v e r  t o  n o t e  a  q u e s t i o n  o f t e n  p r o p o u n d e d  a n d



s t i l l  u n s e t t l e d ,  v i z . ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i n  t h a t  l o n g  p a s t  a g e  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  

p o s s e s s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  g i a n t  w o r k s  a n y  g r e a t  m e c h a n i c a l  

p o w e r  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  l o s t  i n  t h e  l a p s e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ?  T h e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g  b e y o n d  m e r e  s p e c u l a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  s u c h  a  t h e o r y .  N o  s i n g l e  

t r a c e  e i t h e r  t a n g i b l e  o r  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e i r  d r a w i n g s  r e m a i n s  t o  w a r r a n t  

i t .  T h e i r  t o o l s  a n d  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  q u a r r i e d  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  

t h e i r  h u g e  b l o c k s  o f  s t o n e  w e  k n o w ;  b u t  o f  t h e  m a n n e r — m o s t  l a b o r i o u s  

o f  a l l — i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p i l e d  u p  t h e  m a s s e s ,  w e  k n o w  n o t h i n g .  I t  h a s  

b e e n  p l a u s i b l y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  s o  i m p o r t a n t  a n  a r t  a s  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  

o f  g l a s s  w h i c h  t h e y  a n d  t h e  G r e e k s  a n d  R o m a n s  a f t e r  t h e m  u n d e r s t o o d  

a n d  p r a c t i s e d  c o u l d  b e  a b s o l u t e l y  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  o n l y  r e - d i s c o v e r e d  b y  u s  

w i t h i n  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  m o d e r n  t i m e s ,  w h y  n o t  t h e i r  m e c h a n i c s ?  B u t  

t h e r e  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  o f  t h e  o n e  w e  n o w  h a v e  a  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  i n  

m a n y  d i r e c t i o n s ,  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  a f t e r  n e a r l y  a  c e n t u r y  o f  c l o s e  i n v e s t i g a ­

t i o n ,  n o t  a  j o t .  H e r o d o t u s  t o u c h e s  u p o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  e x t a n t  i n  h i s  d a y  

a s  t o  t h e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  s t o n e s  w e r e  r a i s e d  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  u p o n  

p i e r s  o f  w o o d , - b u t  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d o e s  n o t  h e l p  u s  m u c h .

T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  E g y p t ,  a s  I  h a v e  b e f o r e  h a d  o c c a s i o n  t o  s t a t e ,  i s  

c o n t a i n e d  u p o n  t h e  m o n u m e n t s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  h i e r o g l y p h i c  i n s c r i p t i o n  

a n d  u p o n  t h e  p a p y r i  u s u a l l y  f o u n d  i n t e r r e d  w i t h  t h e i r  d e a d .  T h e  

m o n u m e n t a l  r e c o r d s  a r e  o f  t w o  k i n d s :  ( a )  t h e  l i s t s  o f  d y n a s t i e s  a s  

e x h i b i t e d  b e s t  i n  t h e  t a b l e t  o f  A b y d o s ,  a n d  ( b )  s e m i - r e l i g i o u s  i n s c r i p ­

t i o n s  t o  t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e i g n i n g  m o n a r c h s  b y  w h o s e  o r d e r  t h e y  

w e r e  u s u a l l y  e r e c t e d ,  a s  d i s c l o s e d  b y  t h e  o b e l i s k s  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t e l e s  

f o u n d  u p o n  t h e  t e m p l e  w a l l s .  A s  m a y  b e  r e a d i l y  i m a g i n e d ,  t h e i r  

p r i n c i p a l  u s e  h a s  b e e n  i n  s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e d  p o i n t s  a s  t o  t h e  d y n a s t i c  

h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t o  t h e m  w e  a r e  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n d e b t e d  f o r  w h a t  w e  

k n o w  o f  t h e  c h r o n o l o g y .  B e y o n d  t h i s  t h e y  h a v e  l i t t l e  l i t e r a r y  v a l u e ,  

r e c o r d i n g  a s  t h e y  d o  t h e  m i g h t y  p r o w e s s  o r  g o d - l i k e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  

f o u n d e r s .

H o w ,  t o  w i t ,  Q u e e n  H a t a s u  r e c o r d s  o n  h e r  t w o  o b e l i s k s  a t  T h e b e s  

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  “ o f  h a r d  g r a n i t e  e a c h  o f  a  s i n g l e  s t o n e  w i t h o u t  a n y  j o i n ­

i n g ,  c o v e r e d  o n  t h e  t o p  w i t h  p u r e  g o l d  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n s ,  s o  t h a t  U p p e r  a n d  L o w e r  E g y p t  a r e  b a t h e d  i n  t h e i r  s p l e n d o u r " ; 

o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a n  i n s c r i p t i o n  o n  t h e  s a r c o p h a g u s  o f  K i n g  

N e k t h e r h e b i  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m  w h i c h  d e c l a r e s  h i m  “ t h a t  p e r s o n  

o f  t h e  g r e a t  g o d  o f  t h e  W e s t " ; o r  a g a i n  t h e  e s t i m a t e  o f  h i m s e l f  h e l d  b y  

t h e  s e c o n d  R a m e s e s :

O  p e r f e c t  G o d  v e r y  te r r ib le ,

T h e  s t r o n g  l io n ,  m i g h t y  L o r d ,

T h e  s t r a n g le r  o f  h o s t i le  la n d s .

F a l l e n  a r e  t h e  T e h e m s u  t o  t h y  b la d e ,

K i l l e d  l i e  t h e  P h u t  u n d e r  t h y  s a n d a ls ,

I m m o r ta l  a s  t h e  s o n .

T h e  m a n u s c r i p t s  h o w e v e r  p a r t a k e  m o r e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  o r d i n a r y



l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  w e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  v e r y  w i d e l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e m ,  o w i n g  i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  p e r i s h a b l e  m e d i u m  o n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  

w r i t t e n ,  b u t  m a i n l y  t o  t h e  r u t h l e s s  a n d  a l m o s t  f i e n d i s h  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  E g y p t i a n  l i b r a r i e s  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b i g o t r y .  D i o d o r u s  

S i c u l u s  r e c o r d s  t h e  d e p o s i t  o f  2 0 ,0 0 0  v o l u m e s  ( s o m e  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  

f r o m  t h e i r  r e m o t e  a n t i q u i t y  a s c r i b e d  t o  T h o t h  o r  H e r m e s )  i n  t h e  t o m b  

o f  O s m a n d i a s  a l o n e .  M a n e t h o  m e n t i o n s  v a l u a b l e  t r e a t i s e s  o n  a s t r o *  

n o m y ,  a s t r o l o g y  a n d  m e d i c i n e ,  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  k i n g s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

b o o k s  w e r e ,  j u d g i n g  b y  t h e  i n d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  m a d e  t o  t h e m  i n  s u c h  o f  

t h e  p a p y r u s  r o l l s  a s  w e  p o s s e s s ,  o f  i n c a l c u l a b l e  v a l u e  a n d  a l m o s t  e n d l e s s  

e x t e n t .  W r i t t e n  i n  c u r s i v e  h i e r o g l y p h ,  i .e . ,  t h e  d e m o t i c  s t y l e  a l r e a d y  

r e f e r r e d  t o ,  t h e  G r e e k s  w e r e  e v i d e n t l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e m ,  a n d  d o u b t l e s s  

d r e w  u p o n  t h e m  f o r  m u c h  o f  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l .  I t  h a s  e v e n  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  I l i a d  o f  H o m e r  o w e s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e s e  e r u d i t e  p r o d u c t i o n s ,  

t h o u g h  t h i s  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  l i t t l e  w a r r a n t y .  I t  i s  q u i t e  t r u e  h o w *  

e v e r  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ,  n o  G r e e k  c o u l d  b e  r e g a r d e d  

a s  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s  u n t i l  h e  h a d  s o j o u r n e d  o n  t h e  

b a n k s  o f  t h e  N i l e  a n d  d i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  w h i c h  s h r o u d e d  t h e m .

B u t  w i t h  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  a l l ,  a l l  t h e s e  b o o k s  a r e  g o n e ,  a n d  w h a t  w e  

p o s s e s s  w e r e  s n a t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  b u r n i n g  b y  a c c i d e n t  o r  v i o l e n c e ,  o r  

h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r e c e n t l y  o p e n e d  t o m b s .  F o r  t h i s  v a s t  a c c u m u ­

l a t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  w e a l t h ,  e m b o d i e d  i n  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  b o o k s  

c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i r t y  l o n g  c e n t u r i e s  a n d  l o d g e d  i n  t h e  m u s e u m  t h e r e ,  

w a s  b y  o r d e r  o f  a  C h r i s t i a n  b i s h o p  d e s t r o y e d  o r  d i s p e r s e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  

S e r a p i o n  i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s  c o n t a i n e d  w a s  t o r n  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  T w o  a n d  

a  h a l f  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  t h e  r e l i c s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d - w i d e  l i b r a r y  w e n t  at. t h e  

b i d d i n g  o f  t h e  S a r a c e n  K h a l i f  t o  k i n d l e  t h e  b a t h  f i r e s  o f  A l e x a n d r i a .

O f  a  s u r e t y ,  a m o n g  t h e  g r o s s  a c t s  o f  v a n d a l i s m  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  e v e r  

k n o w n ,  t h i s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r o s s e s t ;  f o r  w h o  s h a l l  s a y  w h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  

k n o w l e d g e  o r  o l d  w o r l d  p h i l o s o p h y  w a s  n o t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e s e  b o o k s ?  

A m o n g  t h e  f e w  r e m a i n i n g  t o  u s  i n  t h e  M u s e u m s  o f  T u r i n ,  B e r l i n ,  P a r i s ,  

a n d  t h e  B o u l a q  a n d  B r i t i s h  M u s e u m s ,  w e  h a v e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  r i t u a l  o f  t h e  

d e a d  ( o n e  o f  t h e  H e r m e t i c  b o o k s )  i n  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  L e p s i u s )  a b o u t  1 6 5  

c h a p t e r s ,  s u n d r y  c a l e n d a r s  a n d  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  p o e m s  w h i c h  a r e  f u l l  o f  

t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  F o r  r e l i g i o n  i n  s o m e  f o r m  o r  a n o t h e r  w a s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  R e n o u f ,  d o m i n a n t  i n  e v e r y  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e  

g r e a t  m e d i c a l  p a p y r u s  a t  T u r i n ,  t r a n s l a t e d  b y  E b e r s ,  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e i r  

p r e s c r i p t i o n s  e v e n  w e r e  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  p r a y e r s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r v ­

a n c e s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  H .  h .  P .

(  T o  b e  c o n c lu d e d . J

--------  it Ot O ¥

I w i l l  d r a w  n i g h  i n t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  S h r i n e  
W h e r e  s t a n d s  t h e  G o d  o f  L i g h t ,
A n d  t h e  B la z e  o f  F i r e  c a l l e d  I m p e r is h a b le .

.A § s c h y i ,u s ,  C h o e p h o ra , 1040, seq q .



i n t u i t i o n
H e a d - k n o w l e d g e  is  o u r  o w n , a n d  c a n  p o l is h  o n l y  t h e  o u t s id e ;  h e a r t - k n o w le d g e  

is  t h e  S p i r i t ’ s  w o r k ,  a n d  m a k e s  a l l  g lo r i o u s  w i t h i n . — A d a m s .

P  t h e  m a n y  f a m i l i a r  t e r m s  t h a t  a r e  h e a r d  f r o m  t h e  l i p s  o f  T h e o ­

s o p h i c a l  s t u d e n t s  p e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a v o u r i t e  i s  t h e  w o r d  

“ i n t u i t i o n . ”  A n d  y e t  f e w  o f  u s — I  q u e s t i o n  i f  a n y — w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  

s t a t e  o f f - h a n d  w h a t  w e  m e a n  b y  t h e  t e r m .  L i k e  m a n y  a n o t h e r  c l o a k  o f  

a  g r a n d  i d e a ,  i t  i s  u s e d  a n d  a b u s e d  t o o  f r e e l y .  I t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  

w h e r e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  o r  i m p u l s e ,  o r  i n s t i n c t ,  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

a n d  o f t - t i m e s  e m p l o y e d — a l a s ! — a s  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  s l i p s h o d  m o d e s  o f  

t h o u g h t  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  i m p u l s e s  t h a t  s p r i n g  f r o m  n o t h i n g  m o r e  w o r t h y  

t h a n  a  c h a o t i c  n a t u r e .  T h o s e  w h o  s u f f e r  f r o m  t h i s  m a l a d y  s h o u l d  

r e m e m b e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  M c C o s h :

H a v e  w e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  w h e n  w e  w is h  t o  a d h e r e  t o  a  f a v o u r i t e  o p in io n , t o  d e c la r e  

t h a t  w e  s e e  i t  t o  b e  t r u e  in t u i t i v e l y ,  a n d  t h u s  a t  o n c e  g e t  r id  o f  a l l  o b je c t io n s ,  a n d  

o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  fo r  e v e n  i n s t i t u t i n g  a n  e x a m in a t io n  ? W h e n  h a r d  p r e s s e d  o r  d e ­

fe a t e d  in  a r g u m e n t  m a y  w e  r e s o r t ,  a s  i t  s u i t s  u s , t o  a n  o r i g i n a l  p r in c ip le  w h ic h  w e  

a s s u m e  w i t h o u t  e v id e n c e ,  a n d  d e c la r e  t o  b e  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  r e f u t a t io n ? 1

Y e t ,  w h i l e  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  w e  

s h o u l d ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  b e  c h a r y  o f  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  “ t e s t s ”  h e  w o u l d  

a p p l y  t o  d e t e r m i n i n g  “ w h a t  c o n v i c t i o n s  a r e  a n d  w h a t  c o n v i c t i o n s  a r e  

n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  i n t u i t i v e , ”  f o r  t h e y  a r e  b a s e d  o n  w h a t  

a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  b e  a n  i n a d e q u a t e  v i e w  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m a n — a  v i e w  

w h i c h  b e g s  t h e  w h o l e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  r e d u c e s  m a n  a n d  a l l  h i s  g r a n d  

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  o r d i n a r y  f i v e - s e n s e  e x p e r i e n c e .

P r e s u m a b l y  i t  i s  t h i s  m i s u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m  t h a t  h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  u n ­

g e n e r o u s  e x t r e m e  o f  s n e e r i n g  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  “ d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  

i n t u i t i o n s ” ; a s  w e l l  s n e e r  a t  t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  C h r i s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

c r u d e  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  i g n o r a n t  s e c t a r i a n i s m  t h a t  p r a t e s  c o n t i n u a l l y  o f  

t h e  “ b l o o d  o f  t h e  l a m b . ”

F a r  b e  i t  f r o m  m e  t o  p r e s u m e  t h a t  I  a m  c o m p e t e n t  t o  d e c i d e  o n  s o  

d i f f i c u l t  a  q u e s t i o n  a s  t h e  p r o b l e m  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  [  

c a n  o n l y  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  f e w  i d e a s  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  o f  

s e r v i c e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  h a v e  t h o u g h t  l e s s  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a n  m y s e l f .  

N o r  d o  I  p r o p o s e  t o  h e a p  u p  a  m a s s  o f  “ a u t h o r i t y ”  a n d  r e p r o d u c e  a  

h o s t  o f  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  o p i n i o n s ,  f o r  w i t h  C o w p e r  I  b e l i e v e :



K n o w l e d g e  a n d  w is d o m , f a r  fr o m  b e i n g  o n e ,

H a v e  o f t t im e s  n o  c o n n e c t io n .  K n o w l e d g e  d w e l ls  

I n  h e a d s  r e p le t e  w i t h  t h o u g h t s  o f  o t h e r  m e n ,

W is d o m  in  m in d s  a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e i r  o w n ;

K n o w le d g e ,  a  r u d e  u n p r o f i t a b le  m a s s ,

T h e  m e r e  m a t e r ia ls  w i t h  w h i c h  w is d o m  b u i ld s ,

T i l l  s m o o t h e d  a n d  s q u a r e d , a n d  f i t t e d  i n t o  p la c e ,

D o e s  b u t  e n c u m b e r  w h a t  i t  s e e m s  t '  e n r ic h .

K n o w l e d g e  is  p r o u d  t h a t  h e  h a s  le a r n ’ d  s o  m u c h ,

W is d o m  i s  h u m b le  t h a t  h e  k n o w s  n o  m o r e .

A n d  i n d e e d ,  t o  m e  a t  l e a s t ,  n o w h e r e  i s  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s  m o r e  

g r e a t l y  e v i d e n c e d  t h a n  i n  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  o f  

t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  t h o s e  m o d e r n  W e s t e r n  p h i l o s o p h e r s  w h o  a r e  i n  

g r e a t e s t  f a v o u r  t o - d a y .  A  l o n g  l i s t  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  n a m e s  i n d e e d ,  

d e s i g n a t i o n s  o f  m e n  o f  w o n d e r f u l l y  g r e a t  b r a i n - p o w e r ,  i n t o  c o m p e t i t i o n  

w i t h  w h o m  i n  t h e i r  o w n  p r o v in c e  i t  w o u l d  b e  w i l d l y  p r e s u m p t u o u s  t o  

e n t e r .  S e e i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i n  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  t h e  a g e  t h e y  h a v e  n a r r o w e d  t h e i r  p r o v i n c e  d o w n  t o  a  p a r t  o n l y  

o f  m a n ,  a n d  h a v e  s h u t  t h e i r  e y e s  t o  h i s  r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e ,  w e  c a n  

o n l y  m a r v e l  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  s o  m u c h  w i t h  s o  l i t t l e ,  a n d  s a d l y  

i m a g i n e  w h a t  s u c h  s p l e n d i d  i n t e l l e c t s  m i g h t  h a v e  d o n e  h a d  t h e y  t a k e n  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f u l l  s c o p e  a n d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l .

I t  m a y  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t o  r e c o r d  a  g e n e r a l  v i e w  o f  t h e  

o r t h o d o x  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  t e r m  i n  t h e  W e s t .  H e r e  i s  o n e  

t h a t  m a y  s e r v e  o u r  p u r p o s e .

I n t u i t i o n  ( fro m  in tu e o r , t o  b e h o ld ) .— I m m e d ia t e  k n o w le d g e  in  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  

m e d ia te ,  d i r e c t  p e r c e i v i n g  o r  b e h o ld i n g .  G e r m a n ,  A n sc h a u u n g , V o r z te llu n g — t h e  

p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  o b je c t ,  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  d i r e c t l y  s e e n . I t  a p p l ie s  (1) t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a ­

t io n  o f  t h e  s e n s e s , s e n s u o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  in t u i t io n ,  s u p p l y i n g  “ t h e  m a n i fo ld  o f  

s e n s e ,"  t h e  l o w e r  in t u i t i o n s ;  (2) t o  t h e  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  re a s o n  a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  

p r i m a r y  t r u t h ,  p r e s e n t i n g  t r u t h s  s e l f - e v id e n t ,  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  u n iv e r s a l— t h e  h i g h e r  

i n t u i t i o n s  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  f ir s t  p r in c ip le s  o f  k n o w le d g e .  T h e s e  t w o  c la s s e s  o f  i n ­

t u i t i o n s  a r e  a t  t h e  o p p o s it e  e x t r e m e s ,  t h e  o n e  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  d a t a  c o m i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  s e n s o r y ;  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  f ir s t  p r in c ip le s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

i t s e l f .  I n  t h e  m id s t  i s  t h e  w h o l e  w o r k  o f  d is c u r s iv e  t h o u g h t ,  w h i c h  a r r a n g e s ,  

c la s s if ie s ,  g e n e r a l iz e s ,  a n d  s y s t e m a t iz e s .  T h e  h i g h e r  in t u i t io n s  a r e  i  p r io r i, b u t  

h  p r io r i  i s  a  te r m  o f  m u c h  w id e r  r a n g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o r m s  o f  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  

w h i c h  a r e  t h e  c o n d it i o n  o f  m e d ia t e  k n o w le d g e .1

T h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  i n t u i t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  t h e  t h e o r y  

o f  i n n a t e  i d e a s  w i l l  r e a d i l y  b e  b e l i e v e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h o l d  t o  t h e  d o c ­

t r i n e  o f  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  R o u n d  t h i s  t h e o r y  o f  i n n a t e  i d e a s  a  b i t t e r  w a r  

h a s  r a g e d ,  L o c k e  e s p e c i a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  m o s t  u n c o m ­

p r o m i s i n g  o p p o n e n t  o f  t h e  t h e o r y .  T h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  h i s  c a s e ,  h o w ­

e v e r ,  i s  c l e a r l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  a r g u m e n t :

1 Vocabulary o f  Philosophy, by W illiam  Flem ing, D.D., form erly Professor o f  Moral Philosophy in  
the University o f G lasgo w ; Fourth Edition, revised and largely  reconstructed b y Henry Calderwood,
L L .D ., Professor o f  M oral Philosophy in the University o f  Edinburgh, 1887; p p . 227, ss8.



T h e  m o s t  e f f e c t iv e  p e r h a p s  o f  L o c k e ’s  a r g u m e n t s  a g a in s t  t h e  d o c t r in e  is  h is  

c h a l l e n g e  to  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  in n a t e  p r i n c i p le s  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e m , a n d  s h o w  w h a t  

a n d  h o w  m a n y  t h e y  a re . D i d  m e n  f in d  s u c h  in n a t e  p r o p o s it io n s  s t a m p e d  o n  t h e i r  

m in d s ,  n o t h i n g  c o u ld  b e  m o r e  e a s y  t h a n  th is .  " T h e r e  c o u ld  b e  n o  m o r e  d o u b t ,"  

s a y s  L o c k e ,  “ a b o u t  t h e i r  n u m b e r  th a n  t h e r e  is  a b o u t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  f in g e r s .  

’ T i s  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  o n e  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o s it io n  o f  s u c h  in n a t e  p r in c ip le s  is  

b u t  a n  o p in io n  t a k e n  u p  a t  r a n d o m ;  s i n c e  th o s e  w h o  t a l k  s o  c o n f i d e n t ly  o f  t h e m  

a r e  s o  s p a r in g  t o  t e l l  u s  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e .” 1

T h e s e  a n d  s u c h  o t h e r  a r g u m e n t s  o f  L o c k e  h a v e  b e e n  r i g h t l y  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  b y  M a n s e l  a s  " l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  q u i b b l e s  o n  t h e  w o r d  i n n a t e ? *  

s o  t h a t  i t  i s  p l e a s a n t  t o  t u r n  f r o m  t h e m  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  L e i b n i t z ,  w h o  

i n  t h i s  a s  i n  m u c h  e l s e  t e a c h e s  a  t h e o r y  m o r e  i n  c o n s o n a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

E s o t e r i c  P h i l o s o p h y ,  r i g h t  r e a s o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .

] d o  n o t  m a in ta in  t h a t  in n a t e  id e a s  a r e  in s c r ib e d  in  t h e  m in d  in  s u c h  w is e  t h a t  

w e  c a n  r e a d  th e m  th e r e ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a d  a p ertu ra m  lib r i,  o n  f ir s t  o p e n i n g  t h e  b o o k ,  

j u s t  a s  t h e  e d ic t  o f  t h e  p ra e to r  c o u ld  b e  re a d  u p o n  h i s  a lb u m , w i t h o u t  p a in s  a n d  

w i t h o u t  r e s e a r c h ;  b u t  o n l y  t h a t  o n e  c a n  d is c o v e r  t h e m  t h e r e  b y  d in t  o f  a t t e n t io n ,  

o c c a s io n s  fo r  w h ic h  a r e  f u r n is h e d  b y  t h e  s e n se s . I  h a v e  c o m p a r e d  t h e  m in d  r a t h e r  

t o  a  b l o c k  o f  m a r b le ,  w h i c h  h a s  v e in s  m a r k e d  o u t  in  i t ,  t h a n  t o  a  b l o c k  w h i c h  i s  

h o m o g e n e o u s  a n d  p u r e  t h r o u g h o u t ,  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  t h e  ta b u la  ra sa  o f  L o c k e  a n d  

h i s  fo l lo w e r s .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e , t h e  t r u t h s  w o u ld  b e  in  u s  o n l y  a s  a  s t a t u e  o f  

H e r c u le s  is  in  a n y  b l o c k  w h i c h  i s  la r g e  e n o u g h  t o  c o n t a in  it ,  t h e  m a r b le  b e i n g  

in d i f fe r e n t  t o  r e c e iv e  t h i s  s h a p e  o r  a n y  o t h e r .  B u t  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  v e i n s  in  t h e  s t o n e  

w h i c h  g a v e  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h i s  s t a t u e  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  a n y  o t h e r  f ig u r e ,  t h e n  i t  m i g h t  

b e  s a id  t h a t  H e r c u le s  w a s  in  s o m e  s e n s e  in n a t e  in  t h e  m a r b le , t h o u g h  t h e  c h i s e l  

w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f in d  h i m  t h e r e  b y  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  s u p e r f lu it ie s .  H e n c e  t o  t h e  

w e l l - k n o w n  a d a g e  o f  A r is t o t le ,  N i h i l  e s t  in  in te U e ctu  q u o d  n o n  f u i t  p r iu s  in  se itsu , I  

h a v e  a d d e d  t h i s  q u a l i f ic a t io n ,  n is i  in te lle c tu s  ip se.*

T a k e  t h e  " H e r c u l e s ”  a s  t h e  " t r u e  m a n ”  w i l h i u ,  t h e  r e i n c a r n a t i n g  

E g o ,  a n d  t h e  " c h i s e l l i n g ”  p r o c e s s  t o  b e  t h e  p u r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o w e r  

n a t u r e ,  a n d  a  t r u e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  i n t u i t i o n  i s  n o t  f a r  t o  s e e k .

I n  t h i s  w a r  o f  o p i n i o n  i n  W e s t e r n  p h i l o s o p h y  I  n a t u r a l l y  l e a n  m o r e  

t o  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h o s e  g r e a t  t h i n k e r s  w h o  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  P l a t o n i c  

t r a d i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  f o r t u n a t e l y  m a n y  i n  n u m b e r  a n d  g r e a t  i n  r e p u t a ­

t i o n .  A s  P o r t e r  s a y s :

I t  h a s  b e e n  e x t e n s i v e l y  t a u g h t  a n d  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  o r ig in a l  id e a s  a n d  f i r s t  

t r u t h s  a r e  d is c e r n e d  b y  d i r e c t  i n s i g h t  o r  in t u i t io n ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  t h e i r  r e la t io n  

t o  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  s e n s e  a n d  s p i r i t  [?]. T h e  p o w e r  t o  b e h o ld  t h e m  is  c o n c e i v e d  

a s  a  s p e c ia l  s e n s e  f o r  t h e  t r u e ,  t h e  o r ig in a l ,  a n d  t h e  i n f in i t e ;  a s  a  d iv in e  R e a s o n  

w h i c h  a c t s  b y  in s p ir a t io n ,  a n d  is  p e r m it t e d  t o  g a z e  d i r e c t l y  u p o n  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  

e t e r n a l l y  t r u e  a n d  d iv in e .  T h e  le s s  t h e  s o u l  h a s  t o  d o  w it h  t h e  o b je c t s  o f  s e n s e  

t h e  b e t t e r — t h e  m o r e  i t  is  w it h d r a w n  fr o m  t h e s e  t h e  m o r e  p e n e t r a t i n g  a n d  c l e a r  

w i l l  b e  i t s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  id e a s  w h i c h  a lo n e  a r e  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  d iv in e .  S u c h  a r e  

t h e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f  P la to ,  P lo t in u s ,  e tc .,  a m o n g  t h e  a n c ie n t s .  S i m i l a r  l a n g u a g e  

h a s  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  b y  m a n y  in  m o d e r n  t im e s  w h o  h a v e  c a l l e d  t h e m s e lv e s  F la t o n is t s .

i Fowler, Locke, p . 130.
1 M etaphysicsp p. 17*.
• “ There is nothing in the intellect w hich was not previously in the senses, except the intellect 

its e lf."— A  D ictionary o f  Philosophy, b y  J. Radford Thomson, M .A., Professor o f  Philosophy in  N ew  
College, Lon don ; Second Edition, 1891, p. 103.



P l a t o n i z i n g  t h e o l o g i a n s  h a v e  f r e e ly  a v a i le d  t h e m s e lv e s  o f  t h i s  p h r a s e o lo g y ,  a n d  

h a v e  s e e m e d  t o  s a n c t io n  t h e  v i e w s  w h i c h  t h is  l a n g u a g e  s ig n if ie s .  T h u s  t h e  P la to *  

n i z i n g  a n d  C a r t e s ia n  d i v i n e s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  H e n r y  M o r e , J o h n  S m i t h  

o f  C a m b r id g e ,  R a lp h  C u d w o r t h ,  a n d  m u lt i t u d e s  o f  o t h e r s  f r e e ly  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e lv e s .  

P h i lo s o p h e r s  w h o  P la t o n iz e  in  t h o u g h t  o r  l a n g u a g e  h a v e  a d o p t e d  s i m i l a r  p h r a s e ­

o l o g y ;  s o m e  h a v e  e v e n  p r e s s e d  t h e s e  d o c t r in e s  t o  t h e  m o s t  l i t e r a l  in t e r p r e t a t io n .  

M a le b r a n c h e ,  S c h e l l i n g ,  C o le r id g e ,  C o u s in ,  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  a l lo w e d  t h e m s e lv e s  t o  

u s e  s u c h  la n g u a g e ,  a n d  h a v e  g iv e n  s a n c t io n  t o  s u c h  v ie w s  m o r e  o r  le s s  c l e a r l y  c o n ­

c e iv e d  a n d  e x p r e s s e d .  T h o s e  w h o  c o m b in e  w i t h  p h i l o s o p h ic  a c u t e n e s s  t h e  p o w e r  

o f  v i v i d  i m a g in a t io n  a n d  o f  e lo q u e n t  e x p o s i t io n ,  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t ly  m e e t  t h e  d if f i­

c u l t i e s  w h i c h  a t t e n d  t h e  a n a ly s is  a n d  e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  k n o w le d g e ,  

b y  t h e s e  h a l f - p o e t i c  a n d  h a l f - p h i l o s o p h ic a l  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s .1

A n d  t h i s  i s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  “ f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  k n o w l e d g e ”  l i e  

b e y o n d  a n y  “ a n a l y s i s ”  o r  “ e x p l a n a t i o n ”  o f  t h e  b r a i n  i n t e l l e c t .  W e  

h a v e  i n d e e d  l i g h t e d  o n  s o r r y  d a y s  i f  “ i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m ”  i s  t o  b e  t h e  s o l e  

a r b i t e r  o f  t h e  “ t h e o r y  o f  k n o w l e d g e ” ; a n d  I  f o r  m y  p a r t  p r e f e r  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  r e a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m a n  a n d  h i s  d e s t i n i e s  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  

r i g h t  u s e  o f  t h a t  i n t u i t i o n ,  w h i c h ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  t h e  s o l e  w a y  o f  a r r i v i n g  

a t  h i g h e r  v e r i t i e s .

L e t  u s  n e x t  t a k e  a  b r i e f  g l a n c e  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  v i e w s  o f  

i n t u i t i o n .  P e r h a p s  n o w h e r e  s h a l l  w e  f i n d  i t  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  t r e a t e d  

o f  t h a n  i n  t h a t  m o s t  a d m i r e d  o f  a l l  S m r i t i s ,  k n o w n  a s  T h e  B h a g a v a d  

G i t d . H e r e ,  t o o ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  h i g h e r  a n d  l o w e r  i n t u i t i o n s ,  f o r  

t h u s  r u n s  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n :

H e a r  n o w , O  c o n q u e r o r  o f  [ s p ir i t u a l]  w e a l t h ,  t h e  t h r e e fo ld  d iv is io n  o f  in t u i t i o n  

(B u d d h i)  a n d  w i l l  ( D h r it i) ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  p o w e r s  [ o f  N a t u r e ]  (G u n a s ) , [ w h i c h  

8 h a ll  b e ]  f u l l y  a n d  d i s t i n c t l y  d e c la r e d  [ t o  th e e ] .

T h a t  [ fo r m  o f ]  in t u i t io n  w h i c h  u n d e r s t a n d s  a c t i v i t y  a n d  c e s s a t io n ,  w h a t  o u g h t  

t o  b e  d o n e  a n d  w h a t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  d o n e , d a n g e r  a n d  [ w h a t  is ]  n o t d a n g e r o u s ,  

b o n d a g e  a n d  f r e e d o m  ( M o k s h a ) — t h a t ,  O  s o n  o f  P r ith A , is  e s s e n t ia l  [ o r  p a r e ]  

(S A ttv ik A ).

T h a t  [ fo r m  o f ]  in t u i t i o n  b y  w h i c h  a  m a n  k n o w s  r i g h t  a n d  w r o n g ,  w h a t  o u g h t  

t o  b e  a n d  w h a t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  d o n e , y e t  n o t  a s  t h e y  [ r e a l ly ]  s h o u ld  b e  [ u n d e r s to o d ]  

(A -y a th A v a t)— t h a t ,  O  s o n  o f  P r ith A , is  p a s s io n a l  (R A ja s l) .

T h a t  [ fo r m  o f ]  i n t u i t i o n  w h ic h ,  s w a t h e d  i n  d a r k n e s s ,  t h i n k s  w r o n g  is  r i g h t ,  

a n d  [ v ie w s ]  a l l  t h i n g s  a s  u p s id e  d o w n — t h a t ,  s o n  o f  P r ith A , is  d a r k  (T A m a si) .1

L a t e r  o n  w e  w i l l  r e c u r  t o  t h e s e  f o r m s  o f  i n t u i t i o n  a n d  s e e  w h a t  

l i g h t  c a n  b e  t h r o w n  u p o n  t h e  m a t t e r ;  m e a n t i m e  l e t  u s  t u r n  o v e r  t h e  

p a g e s  o f  t h e  G it d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  f i n d  w h a t  m o r e  i s  s a i d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

A s  w i t h  t h e  P l a t o n i s t s  s o  w i t h  t h e  V e d & n t i s t s ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  

e x t e r n a l  s e n s a t i o n  t h a t  l i e s  l u r k i n g  t h e  d r e a d  . . n e m y  o f  t r u e  i n t u i t i o n .

I n  t h e  m a n  w h o  d w e l l s  o n  s e n s e - o b je c t s  a  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e m  a r is e s , w i t h  t h i s  

a r is e  lu s ts ,  f r o m  I n s t  (K flm a )  w r a t h *  ( K r o d h a )  s p r in g s  u p .

> H u m a n  Intellect, p. 499.
* Op. t i t . ,  xviii. 19-3*.
* W rath la  the sense o f  heat and im petuosity. Com pare: " T h e y  are in th e very w rath o f  lo ve , 

a n d  they w ill to geth er; clubs cannot part them .” —Shakapeare, A t You L ik e  I t , ▼. t, 44.

F o r



F r o m  w r a t h  c o rn e a  in f a t u a t io n ,  f r o m  in fa t u a t io n  c o n fu s io n  o f  m e m o r y ,  f r o m  

c o n fu s io n  o f  m e m o r y  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  in t u i t io n ,  a n d  f r o m  t h i s  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e  

in t u i t io n  a  m a n  is  lo s t .1

T h e  s a m e  i d e a  i s  f u r t h e r  e l a b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e :

I m p e l le d  b y  w h a t ,  O  V & r s h n e y a , d o e s  m a n  c o m m i t  s in , a g a in s t  h i s  w i l l ,  to o ,  

a n d , s s  i t  w e r e ,  c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  f o r c e ?

’ T i s  lu s t  ( K im a ) ,  ' t i s  w r a th ,  b o r n  o f  t h e  p a s s io n - p o w e r  ( R a jo g u n a ) ,  t h e  g r e a t  

d e y o u r e r ,  g r e a t  d e f i le r — k n o w  t h i s  t o  b e  [ o u r ]  fo e  h e r e  b e lo w .

A s  f ir e  i s  v e i l e d  in  s m o k e ,  a n d  a  m ir r o r  i n  r u s t ,  a s  a  b a b e  b y  t h e  w o m b , s o  is

t h a t  [ w is d o m ]  (JfiAna) e n v e lo p e d  b y  t h i s  [ lu s t ]  (K A m a ).

[ A y e ; ]  w is d o m  is  v e i le d  b y  th is ,  t h e  e t e r n a l  f o e  o f  t h e  w is e — t h e  b o d y  o f  d e s ir e

(K A m a -R flp a ) ,*  O  s o n  o f  K u n t t ,  a  f la m e  in s a t ia b le .

T h e  s e n s e s  (In d r iy ftn i) ,  m in d  (M a n a s ), a n d  i n t u i t i o n  (B u d d h i)  a r e  s a id  t o  b e  i t s  

s i t e ;  b y  t h e s e  i t  [K & m a ]  b e w i ld e r s  t h e  lo r d  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  c a s t i n g  a  v e i l  o v e r  w is d o m .

W h e r e fo r e ,  O  c h i e f  o f  t h e  s o n s  o f  B h a r a t a ,  r e s t r a in  t h y  s e n s e s  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  

f irs t , a n d  c a s t  o f f  t h i s  s in fu l  t h i n g  w h i c h  d e s t r o y s  b o t h  w is d o m  a n d  d is c r im in a t io n .*

T h e y  s a y  t h e  s e n s e s  a r e  g r e a t ,  t h e  m in d  is  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  s e n s e s , a n d  in t u i t i o n  

g r e a t e r  th a n  m in d ,  b u t  t h i s  [ K i m a ]  is  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  in t u i t io n .

T h u s  k n o w i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  is  g r e a t e r  th a n  t h e  in t u i t io n ,  h a v i n g  s t r e n g t h e n e d  

t h y  s e l f  b y  t h y  S e l f ,  O  lo n g - a r m e d  o n e , s l a y  t h i s  i n t r a c t a b le  fo e , t h e  b o d y  o f  d e s ir e .4

S u c h  a  m a n  i s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t r u e  i n t u i t i o n ,  f o r

H e  [ in d e e d ]  is  p o s s e s s e d  o f  [ tr u e ]  in t u i t io n  [ B u d d h im & n ]  a m o n g  m e n , h e  p e r ­

fo r m s  a ll  t h i n g s  w it h  [ t r u e ]  d e v o t io n  w h o  s e e s  in a c t io n  in  a c t io n  a n d  a c t io n  in  

in a c t io n .*

A n d  s o ,  t o o .

H e  [ in d e e d ]  i s  b e s t  w h o  i s  o f  b a la n c e d  in t u i t io n  ( S a m a - b u d d h i)  t o  lo v e r s  a n d  

fr ie n d s ,  t o  e n e m ie s  a n d  t h e m  t h a t  a r e  in d i f fe r e n t  a n d  t h e m  w h o  t a k e  p a r t  o n  b o t h  

s id e s , t o  t h e  h a t e f u l  a n d  t o  k in s f o lk ,  y e a ,  t o  b o t h  t h e  g o o d  a n d  t h e  e v il.*

D i f f e r e n t  f r o m  s u c h  a  o n e  a r e  t h e y  w h o  a r e  w i t h o u t  t r u e  i n t u i t i o n .  

F o r  n o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e y  d e l u d e d  i n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  b u t  e v e n  a s  t o  t h e  t r u e  

n a t u r e  o f  D e i t y ,  w h i c h  t h e y  t h i n k  o f  a s  l i m i t e d ,  p e r s o n a l  a n d  m a n i f e s t ­

a b l e  t o  t h e i r  d u l l  p e r c e p t i o n s .

T h e y  [ in d e e d ]  a r e  w i t h o u t  [ r i g h t ]  in t u i t io n  ( A - b u d d h a y a h )  w h o  t h i n k  t h a t  I  t h e  

U n m a n if e s t a b le  a m  c a p a b le  o f  m a n ife s t a t io n ,  f o r  t h e y  k n o w  n o t  M y  im p e r is h a b le  

a n d  t r a n s c e n d e n t  h i g h e r  n a t u r e .1

F o r  i t  i s  t h e  t r u e  i n t u i t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  L o g o s ,  t h e  

H i g h e r  S e l f  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  S c i e n c e .  

A n d  t h u s  t h e  I n i t i a t o r  d e c l a r e s  i t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S h l o k a :

T h u s  t h i s  m o s t  s e c r e t  d o c t r in e  h a s  b e e n  d e c la r e d  b y  M e , O  s in le s s  o n e . S h o u l d  

a  m a n  k n o w  th is ,  h e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  p o s s e s s e d  o f  [ t r u e ]  in t u i t io n  (B u d d h im & n ), a n d  

w o u ld  a c t  a s  h e  s h o u ld  a c t.*

i Ib id ., il. 6*, 63.
t  The "p rin cip le ”  which "ch an ges form at w ill."  
■ Both spiritual and w orldly know ledge.
« Ib id .t iii. 36-43,
* Ib id ,% iv, 18.
« Ib id .t vi. 9.
7 I b id ;  vii. t4.
• I b id ;  xv. so.



T o  r e a c h  t h i s  d e s i r a b l e  e n d  a  m a n  m u s t  t r e a d  t h e  p a t h  o f  B u d d h i -  

y o g a ,  o r  i n t u i t i v e  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  H i g h e r  S e l f ,  w h e n  h e  w i l l  f r e e  h i n i s e l f  

f r o m  t h e  b o n d s  o f  c e r e m o n i a l i s m  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  f o r

W h e n  t h o u  a r t  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h i s  in t u i t i o n  ( B u d d h i) ,  [ t h e n ]  t h o u  w i l t  c a s t  o f f  t h e  

b o n d s  o f  r i t e s .1

F o r  r i t e s  a r e  f a r  in f e r io r  t o  u n io n  o f  t h e  in t u i t io n  [ w i t h  t h e  H i g h e r  S e l f ]  (B u d d h i*  

y o g a ) ,  O  c o n q u e r o r  o f  [ s p ir i t u a l]  w e a l t h .  S e e k  t h e n  t h y  r e f u g e  in  [ tr u e ]  i n t u i t i o n ;  

p i t ia b le  a r e  t h e y  w h o s e  m o t iv e  l ie s  in  t h e  f r u i t  [ o f  w o r k s ] .*

T h e r e f o r e

D e d i c a t i n g  in  t h o u g h t  a l l  a c t i o n s  t o  M e  [ t h e  H i g h e r  S e l f ] ,  d e v o t e d  t o  M e ,  

t a k i n g  t h y  r e f u g e  in  [ tr u e ]  i n t u i t i v e  u n io n  ( B u d d h iy o g a ) ,  e v e r  f i x  t h y  t h o u g h t s  o n  

M e . '

F o r  t h u s  i t  i s  t h a t  a  m a n  e x p e r i e n c e s

T h a t  b o u n d le s s  b le s s e d n e s s  w h i c h  t r a n s c e n d s  a l l  s e n s e ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  i n t u i t i o n  

( B u d d h i)  [ a lo n e ]  c a n  k n o w ;  a b i d i n g  in  w h i c h  h e  w a v e r s  n o t  f r o m  tr u t h .*

[ S o ]  l e t  h i m  s t e p  b y  s t e p  g a i n  p e a c e ,  g r a s p i n g  t h e  in t u i t io n  w i t h  t h e  [ s p ir i t u a l ]  

w ill.*

F o r

T h o s e  w h o s e  i n t u i t i o n  r e s ts  o n  I T  ( T a d - B u d d h a y a h ) ,  w h o s e  v e r y  S e l f  I t  is , w h o  

a r e  s t a y e d  th e r e in ,  w h o s e  f in a l g o a l  I t  is ,  t h e y  j o u r n e y  w h e n c e  t h e r e  is  n o  r e t u r n  

[ t o  e v i l] ,  h a v i n g  t h e i r  s i n s  d e s t r o y e d  b y  w is d o m .1

A u d  t h i s  i s  s o  b e c a u s e  r i g h t  i n t u i t i o n  i s  a  p o w e r  o f  t h e  S e l f ,  t h e  

L o g o s .

I  a m  t h e  e t e r n a l  s e e d  o f  a l l  c r e a tu r e s .  I  a m  t h e  i n t u i t i o n  o f  t h e m  w h o  p o s s e s s  

in t u i t io n .*

R i g h t  i n t u i t i o n  i s  i n d e e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n n a t e  p r o p e r t y  ( B h & v a ) '  g i v e n  

b y  t h e  L o g o s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  n a t u r e  o f  m a n .

T o  t h o s e  c o n s t a n t ly  d e v o te d ,  w h o  w o r s h i p  w i t h  [ t h e  w o r s h ip  o f ]  lo v e ,  [ t o  t h e m ]  

I g i v e  t h a t  u n io n  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  i n t u i t i o n  ( B u d d h iy o g a ) ,  w h e r e b y  t h e y  c o m e  t o  

M e.*

F o r  e v e n  t h o u g h  a  m a n  m a y  n o t  a t t a i n  i n  o n e  l i f e ,  s t i l l  i n  t h e  n e x t  

h e  w i l l  t a k e  b i r t h  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h o s e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  S a c r e d  S c i e n c e ,  

a n d

T h e r e  h e  r e s u m e s  a g a in  [ t h e  h a b i t  o f ]  i n t u i t i v e  Y o g a  ( B u d d h i- s a m y o g a )  w h i c h  

w a s  h i s  in  h i s  f o r m e r  b o d y , a n d  t h u s  h e  s t r iv e s  a g a in  fo r  p e r f e c t io n .10

S o  m u c h  f o r  W e s t e r n  a n d  E a s t e r n  v i e w s .  I  l e a v e  m y  r e a d e r s  t o  

d e c i d e  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  m o r e  w o r t h y .

1 Ib id .. H. 39.
* Ib id ., ii. 49.
» Ibid., xviii. 57.
« Ib id ., vi. si.
* Ib id ., vi. *5.
* Ib id ., v. 16.
7 Ib id .t vii. 10.
1 Ib id ., x . 4, 5.
9 Ib id ., z. 10.
10 ib id ., vi. 43.



S u m m o n i n g  u p  t o  m e m o r y  o u r  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  r e v i e w ­

i n g  i t ,  I  c a n n o t  b u t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  i n t u i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  

a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  d e n o t e  t h e  h i g h e r  f o r m  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  t o  

s i g n i f y  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e  i m p r e s s i o n s .  N a y ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d  

t o  d e n o t e  t h a t  d i r e c t  v i s i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e  s e e r s  o f  t h e  

E l e u s i n i a n  M y s t e r i e s  c a l l e d  E p o p t e i a  a n d  t h e  i n i t i a t e s  o f  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  

b y  v a r i o u s  s y n o n y m o u s  e x p r e s s i o n s .

I  d o  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o p o s e  t o  d o g m a t i z e  o r  t o  l i s t  d o w n  t h e  i n t u i ­

t i o n  i n t o  a  " s c i e n t i f i c ”  c a t e g o r y ,  c o n t e n t  t h a t  m a n  d o e s  p o s s e s s  s o  

m a r v e l l o u s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  t o  p u t  i t  t o  p r a c t i c a l  u s e  

b e f o r e  t h e o r i z i n g .

I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h e  s e p t e n a r y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  m a n ,  t h e  

s e v e n  v e i l s  w h i c h  s h r o u d  t h e  S e l f ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  

o f  “ s u r f a c e s , ”  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  f r o m  m o s t  g r o s s  t o  m o s t  s u b t l e ,  w h i c h  c a n  

r e c e i v e  i m p r e s s i o n s .  N o w  t h e  G it a  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  i n  e v e r y  d e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  N a t u r e  t h e  t h r e e  p o w e r s  o r  m o d e s  ( G u n a s )  w o r k ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h a t  p o w e r  a l o n e  w h i c h  i s  p u r e  ( S a t t v a )  p r o v i d e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

t r u t h ,  h a r m o n y ,  f i t n e s s ,  a n d  w i s d o m .  T h u s  o n  e v e r y  p l a n e ,  o n  e v e r y  

" s u r f a c e , ”  i m p r e s s i o n s  c o m e ,  b u t  t h o s e  a l o n e  t h a t  a r e  p u r e ,  p e r t a i n  t o  

t r u e  i n t u i t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  h i g h ,  n o  l o w ,  i n  n a t u r e  o r  i n  m a n ,  i n  r e a l i t y .  

I n  i t s e l f  n o  “ p r i n c i p l e ”  i s  v i l e .  B u t  w h a t  i s  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i s  t h a t  

t h e  s e v e n  “ p r i n c i p l e s ”  m u s t  b e  h a r m o n i z e d  a n d  a d j u s t e d  o n e  w i t h  t h e  

o t h e r ,  t h e y  m u s t  b e  i n  b a l a n c e ,  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  h i g h e r  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  t h e  

t r u e  i n t u i t i o n s ,  c a n n o t  r e g i s t e r  o n  t h e  l o w e r  s u r f a c e s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  

o f  t h e  “ m u s i c  o f  t h e  s p h e r e s ”  o f  P y t h a g o r a s  a n d  t h e  S t o i c s ,  t h e  s e v e n  

n o t e s  o f  T h e  V o ic e  o f  t h e  S i le n c e  a n d  t h e  r e s t .  A l l  t h e  “ p r i n c i p l e s ”  

m u s t  b e  t u n e d  o n e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h e y  m u s t  n o t  b e  a l l  e q u a l ,  b u t  e a c h  

m u s t  b e  a t  i t s  p r o p e r  t e n s i o n .  S t r a i n  o n e  t o o  m u c h ,  a n d  t h e  “ s e v e n -  

s t r i n g e d  l y r e ”  o f  A p o l l o  w i l l  g i v e  f o r t h  b u t  b r o k e n  h a r m o n i e s .  T h u s  

i f  a  m a n  u s e s  h i s  b r a i n  m i n d  t o o  m u c h ,  h e  p u t s  h i s  t r u e  n a t u r e  o u t  o f  

t u n e ;  i f  h e  i n d u l g e s  h i s  d e s i r e s ,  h e  p r o d u c e s  b u t  a  d i s c o r d a n t  n o t e ,  a n d  

s o  o n .

A b o v e  a l l  m u s t  h e  b e  p u r e ,  t h e  g a r m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o u l  m u s t  b e  w a s h e d  

w h i t e .  T h e  e y e  o f  t r u t h  w i l l  n o t  b e  d e c e i v e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  o u t e r  v e s ­

t u r e  i s  s p o t l e s s  w h i l e  t h e  i n n e r  v e s t u r e s  a r e  b e f o u l e d  a n d  s t a i n e d  w i t h  

f i l t h .

T h e r e  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  l e g e n d  o f  P e r s i a  ( I  b e l i e v e )  w h i c h  e x p l a i n s  

t h i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  c a n  m u c h  p h i l o s o p h i z i n g ,  a n d  r d n s  a s  f o l l o w s .

O n c e  u p o n  a  t i m e  a n  a n g e l  a n d  a  y o u n g  m a n  w e r e  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  a n  E a s t e r n  c i t y .  A s  t h e y  j o u r n e y e d  o n w a r d  t h e y  c a m e  

u p o n  a  p o o r  b e g g a r  m a n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  l e p r o u s  s o r e s  a n d  c l a d  i n  f i l t h y  

r a g s ,  w h o  c r a v e d  f r o m  t h e m  a n  a l m s .  T h e  y o u n g  m a n  g a t h e r e d  h i s  

g a r m e n t s  a r o u n d  h i m  a n d  s t e p p e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d  i n  f e a r  

o f  t h e  d e a d l y  d i s e a s e ,  b u t  t h e  a n g e l  d r e w  n i g h  t h e  b e g g a r  a n d  g a v e  

h i m  a l m s  a n d  s p o k e  t o  h i m  w o r d s  o f  l o v e  a n d  c o m f o r t .



S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  a s  t h e  t w o  j o u r n e y e d  o n  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e r e  c a m e  t r i p p i n g  

t o w a r d s  t h e m  a  b e a u t i f u l  c o u r t e s a n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  w o m a n h o o d ,  

s m i l i n g  a n d  g a i l y  g i v i n g  t h e m  g o o d  d a y  w i t h  c o q u e t t i s h  g l a n c e s ;  a n d  

t h e  y o u n g  m a n ’ s  h e a r t  w e n t  o u t  t o  h e r ,  b u t  t h e  a n g e l  g a t h e r i n g  h i s  

r o b e s  a b o u t  h i m  p a s s e d  b y  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .

T h e  b e g g a r  w a s  p u r e  w i t h i n ,  t h e  w o m a n  w a s  a  m o r a l  l e p e r .

B u t  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  h e d g e d  r o u n d  w i t h  m a n y  d a n g e r s  i s  t h i s  p a t h  o f  

s e l f - p u r i f i c a t i o n ;  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  s t r a i n  p u t  u p o n  t h e  i n n e r  n a t u r e  t h e  

m o r e  i t  i s  " d e v e l o p e d , ”  t h e  m o r e  a  m a n  c o m e s  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  h i s  

p a s t ,  b e  t h a t  p a s t  g o o d  o r  b a d .  T h e  m o r e  h e  p e r s e v e r e s ,  t h e  l o u d e r  

c h a l l e n g e  h e  i s s u e s  t o  h i s  d e e d s  i n  p a s t  b i r t h s ,  w h i c h  l i e  i m b e d d e d  a s  

s e e d s  i n  h i s  i n n e r  n a t u r e ,  a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  c o m e  t o  l i f e  i n  

t h i s  b i r t h ,  h a d  h e  b e e n  c o n t e n t  t o  l i v e  t h e ' o r d i n a r y  e x t e r n a l  l i f e  o f  

m o r t a l s .  T h e n  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  i n n e r  i m p r e s s i o n s  s w e e p  o v e r  h i m  a n d  

i n  h i s  i g n o r a n c e  h e  t a k e s  a s  h i g h e r  i n t u i t i o n s  w h a t  a r e  o n l y  t h e  d e e p -  

s e a t e d  f o r c e s  o f  p a s t  a c t i o n .  H a p p y  f o r  h i m  i f  t h e y  a r e  g o o d ,  f o r  m o s t  

o f t e n  t h e y  a r e  e v i l .  M a n y  f a i l  j u s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ;  t h e  o l d  c u r r e n t s  

a r e  s o  s t r o n g  a n d  d e e p  f l o w i n g  t h a t  n o  r e a s o n  f r o m  w i t h o u t  c a n  a f f e c t  

t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  d e l u d e d  m o r t a l  w o r k s  o u t  h i s  “ i n t u i t i o n ”  t o  t h e  b i t t e r  

e n d .  S u c h  t r a g e d i e s  a r e  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ;  

m a y  w e  a l l  b e  o n  o u r  g u a r d  t o  a v o i d  t h e  d a n g e r .

B u t  i n  s p e a k i n g  o f  s u c h  h i g h  m a t t e r s ,  l e t  u s  n o t  f o r g e t  t h e  d a y  o f  

s m a l l  t h i n g s .  I n t u i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b r o u g h t  t o  w a k i n g  c o n ­

s c i o u s n e s s  i n  o v e r p o w e r i n g  r u s h e s .  A  w o r d ,  a  l o o k ,  a  g e s t u r e ,  a r e  

s u f f i c i e n t  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  i f  p r o p e r l y  c a u g h t  a r e  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  c o n t a c t  

w h e r e b y  a  w h o l e  s t r e a m  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c a n  p a s s  i n t o  o u r  p o s s e s s i o n ,  

f o r  B u d d h i  i s  " m i r r o r e d  i n  t h e  t i n i e s t  a t o m s ”  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  

" p r i n c i p l e s . ”

I t  i s  w i s e  t o  n o t i c e  a l l  s u c h  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  d r a w  o u r  d e d u c t i o n s  

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  c h e c k i n g  t h e m  c a r e f u l l y  b y  f u r t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e .  L i t t l e  b y  

l i t t l e  a  m a n  w i l l  t h u s  l e a r n  t o  t r u s t  h i s  i n t u i t i o n .  B u t  o f  o n e  t h i n g  b e  

s u r e ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  m o t i v e  i s  n o t  p u r e ,  a n d  t h e  h e a r t  w a r m  f o r  o t h e r s ,  i f  

h o n o u r  i s  n o t  d e a r ,  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  b u r n i n g  b r i g h t l y  i n  t h e  i n n e r  

c h a m b e r ,  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s  w i l l  a l l  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  u p s i d e  d o w n .  F r i e n d s  

w i l l  b e  h a t e d ,  t h e  d i s h o n o u r a b l e  l o v e d .  L i k e  s e e k s  l i k e  i n  N a t u r e ,  a n d  

n o  t r u e  i n t u i t i o n  w i l l  c o m e  t o  t h e  i m p u r e  a n d  e v i l .

L e t  u s  e a c h  t h e n  b e  p u r e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  a n d  w i s e ,  a n d  s o  a t  

l a s t  w e  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  l o o k  b a c k  u p o n  o u r  l i f e  a s  o f

O n e  in  w h o m  p e r s u a s io n  a n d  b e l i e f  

H a s  r ip e n e d  i n t o  fa i th ,  a n d  f a i t h  b e c o m e  

A  p a s s io n a t e  i n t u i t i o n 1—

o f  p e a c e  a n d  h a r m o n y  a n d  t r u t h .

G .  R .  S .  M e a d .

l  W ordsworth, The E x c u r s io n , B k. vi.



( S c i t n c f  a n il  th *  (E a u ttr ic  ^ h i l o s o p h p .
D r . B u r d o n - S a n d e r s o n  o n  B i o l o g y .

T H A T  t h e r e  a r e  h o p e f u l  s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  f r e e  

i t s e l f  f r o m  t h e  e n t h r a l m e n t  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e  i s  p r o v e d  b y  t h e  

d e c r e a s i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t e n d e n c y  t o  s c o f f ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  

a n n u a l  p i c n i c s  o f  o u r  s a v a n t s  a r e  r e g a r d e d .  T h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t o - d a y  a r e  

g e t t i n g  t o o  s e r i o u s  t o  a l l o w  o f  m u c h  t i m e ,  e x c e p t  p la 3 r- t i m e ,  b e i n g  

s p e n t  o n  l e a r n e d  t r i v i a l i t i e s  a n d  f a t u i t i e s  s u c h  a s  i s s u e  f r o m  t h e  C u l t  o f  

t h e  E x a c t .  S o  a t  l e a s t  t h e  D a i l y  C h r o n ic le  s e e m s  t o  t h i n k ,  f o r  i n  a  l e a d e r  

o f  t h e  d a t e  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 s t ,  i t  s a y s :

T h e  r e s u lt s  o f  t h e  N o t t in g h a m  m e e t in g ,  v ie w e d  a s  a  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  t h e  s u m  o f  

h u m a n  k n o w le d g e  a n d  u t i l i t y ,  a r e  r a t h e r  d is a p p o in t in g .  W e  c a n n o t  c o u n t  t h e  p r e s i­

d e n t ia l  a d d r e s s , t h o u g h  a n  a d m ir a b le  e x p o s it io n  o f  p a s t  a c h ie v e m e n t s  in  t h e  f ie ld  o f  

b io lo g ic a l  r e s e a r c h , a s  v e r y  s u g g e s t iv e  o r  h o p e f u l  f o r  t h e  im m e d ia t e  fu tu r e ,  a t  a n y  

ra te . W e  a r e  s t i l l  t r a v e l l i n g  in  a  c i r c le  in  o u r  s e a r c h  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  g r e a t  r id d le  o f  

l i f e .  A n t h r o p o lo g y  h a s  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  f r e s h  t o  r e v e a l  a b o u t  o u r  r e m o te s t  a n c e s to r s .  

S o m e  s l i g h t  a c c e s s io n  o f  e v id e n c e  in  fa v o u r  o f  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  a  c o p p e r  a g e  a s  t h e  

im m e d ia t e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  n e o l i t h ic ,  w a s  s u p p lie d  fr o m  E g y p t i a n  s o u r c e s . G e o ­

l o g i c a l  s c ie n c e  s e e m s  t o  b e  t u r n i n g  r o u n d  o n  i t s  p h y s i c i s t  e x p o s i t o r s  in  a  r e a c t io n a r y  

m o o d , l e a v in g  t h e  a g e  o f  t h e  e a r th  q u e s t io n  in  m a g n if ic e n t  d o u b t ,  a n d  w a n t i n g  e v e n  

a  s a fe  w o r k i n g  t h e o r y  f o r  c a lc u la t io n .

T h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d r e s s  h i m s e l f ,  D r .  B u r d o n -  

S a n d e r s o n ,  u p h o l d s  a  m o r e  h o p e f u l  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  a i m s  a n d  e f f o r t s  o f  

t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  f o r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  D a i l y  

C h r o n ic le  f o r  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 t h ,  h i s  o p e n i n g  w o r d s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

W e  a r e  a s s e m b le d  t h i s  e v e n i n g  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  t h e  s c ie n c e s — m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  w h o  s e e k  t o  a d v a n c e  k n o w le d g e  b y  s c ie n t i f ic  m e th o d s .  T h e  c o m m o n  

g r o u n d  o n  w h ic h  w e  s t a n d  is  t h a t  o f  b e l i e f  in  t h e  p a r a m o u n t  v a lu e  o f  t h e  e n d  f o r  

w h i c h  w e  a r e  s t r iv in g ,  o f  i t s  in h e r e n t  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  m e n  w is e r ,  h a p p ie r*  a n d  b e t t e r ;  

a n d  o u r  c o m m o n  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o n e  a n o t h e r  in  o u r  e f f o r t s  

f o r  i t s  a t t a in m e n t .  W e  h a v e  c o m e  t o  le a r n  w h a t  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  in  d e p a r t ­

m e n t s  o f  k n o w le d g e  w h i c h  l i e  o u t s id e  o f  o u r  o w n  s p e c ia l  s c ie n t i f ic  in te r e s t s  a n d  

o c c u p a t io n s ,  t o  w id e n  o u r  v ie w s ,  a n d  t o  c o r r e c t  w h a t e v e r  m is c o n c e p t io n s  m a y  h a v e  

a r is e n  fr o m  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  w h i c h  l i m i t s  e a c h  o f  u s  t o  h i s  o w n  f ie ld  o f  s t u d y ;  a q d ,  

a b o v e  a l l ,  w e  a r e  h e r e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b r i n g i n g  o u r  d iv id e d  e n e r g ie s  i n t o  e f f e c t u a l  

a n d  c o m b in e d  a c t io n .

T h e  c h i e f  p o i n t s  w h e r e i n  I  w o u l d  d i s s e n t  f r o m  t h e  v i e w s  l a i d  d o w n  

i n  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  a r e :  ( 1 )  t h a t  r e a l  k n o w l e d g e  c a n  b e  a d v a n c e d  b y  

s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s ;  ( 2 )  t h a t  m e n  c a n  b e  m a d e  t r u l y  w i s e r ,  h a p p i e r ,  o r  

b e t t e r  t h e r e b y ;  ( 3 )  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  s c i e n c e  c a n  b e



e f f e c t u a l l y  c o m b i n e d ;  a n d  I  a m  p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o n *  

t e n t i o n s  w i t h  a m p l e  p r o o f ,  d r a w n  l a r g e l y  f r o m  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  s c i e n c e  

i t s e l f .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  a d d r e s s  w a s  c h i e f l y  a  r f s i i m f  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

s c i e n c e  o f  B i o l o g y ,  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r  c o m m e n d a b l e  a s  a  h i s t o r i c a l  e s s a y ,  

i s  n o t  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  o n e ' s  r e l i a n c e  o n  t h e  l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  

t h a t  s c i e n c e .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y , ,  a  f r e s h  g r o u p  o f  

q u a l i t i e s  w a s  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  N a t u r e ,  t o  b e  s t u d i e d  u n d e r  a  n e w  n a m e —  

“ B i o l o g y . "  N o t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  n e w  i n  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  t o  b e  

s t u d i e d ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  s c i e n t i s t s  h a d  c h o s e n  t o  f r a m e  i n  t h e i r  m i n d s  

a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  c a l l e d  " l i f e , "  i n t e n d e d  t o  d e n o t e  a  c e r t a i n  a r b i t r a r i l y *  

s e l e c t e d  g r o u p  o f  f u n c t i o n s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  m a t t e r ,  w h i c h  a b s t r a c t i o n  t h e y  

p r o p o s e d  t o  s t u d y  b y  i t s e l f  i n  i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  o f  N a t u r e .  

I t  w i l l  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h u s  d e f i n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  " l i f e ”  a t  t h e  o u t *  

s e t ,  t h e y  b e g g e d  t h e  v e r y  q u e s t i o n  t h e y  w e r e  i n  s e a r c h  o f ,  v i z . ,  “ W h a t  

i s  l i f e ? ' ’  H e r e  w e  f i n d  s c i e n t i s t s ,  w h o  p r o f e s s  t o  s t u d y  o n l y  o b j e c t i v e  

r e a l i t i e s ,  i n v e n t i n g  a  n e w  s c i e n c e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f — a  m e r e  a b s t r a c t i o n ; 

a  c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h i c h  g o e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t ,  o f  a l l  m e t a ­

p h y s i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o n e  m o r e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  t h a n  s c i e n c e  i t s e l f .

I  a m  g l a d  t o  s e e  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n  

h a s  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  n o u m e n o n  b e h i n d  p h e n o m e n a ,  

a n d  t o  c o n f e s s  t h a t  “ w e  t h i n k  o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  s t r u c t u r e  o n l y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  p r o c e s s . ”

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  c a p i t a l  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  s c i e n t i s t s  

a r b i t r a r i l y  d i v i d e  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  N a t u r e  i n t o  l i t t l e  s e c t i o n s ,  e a c h  o f  

w h i c h  f o r m s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  

s c i e n c e :

F r o m  t h e  s h o r t  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  o u r  

s c ie n c e  y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h a t  b i o l o g y  n a t u r a l ly  f a l l s  in t o  t h r e e  d iv is io n s ,  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  

e v e n  m o r e  s h a r p ly  d i s t in g u is h e d  b y  t h e i r  m e t h o d s  t h a n  b y  t h e i r  s u b je c t s ;  n a m e ly ,  

P h y s io lo g y ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  m e t h o d s  a r e  e n t i r e l y  e x p e r im e n t a l ;  M o r p h o lo g y ,  t h e  

s c ie n c e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w i t h  t h e  fo r m s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p l a n t s  a n d  a n im a ls ,  a n d  o f  

w h ic h  i t  m R y b e  s a id  t h a t  t h e  b o d y  is  a n a to m y ,  t h e  s o u l ,  d e v e lo p m e n t ;  a n d , f in a l ly ,  

( E c o l o g y ,  w h ic h  u s e s  a l l  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  i t  c a n  o b ta in  fr o m  t h e  o t h e r  tw o , b u t  c h i e f l y  

r e s ts  o n  t h e  e x p lo r a t io n  o f  t h e  e n d le s s  v a r ie d  p h e n o m e n a  o f  a n im a l  a n d  p l a n t  l i f e  

a s  t h e y  m a n ife s t  t h e m s e lv e s  u n d e r  n a t u r a l  c o n d it i o n s .

W h o  s h a l l  D e c i d e  w h e n  D o c t o r s  D i s a g r e e ?

I n  t h e  N in e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  f o r  O c t o b e r  P r o f .  P r e s t w i c h  h a s  a  p a p e r  

o n  “ T h e  P o s i t i o n  o f  G e o l o g y , ”  i n  w h i c h  h e  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  d i s c o r d a n c e  a m o n g  s c i e n t i f i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  

t i m e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  s e d i m e n t a r y  s t r a t a ,  t h e  e r o s i o n  o f  

r o c k s ,  a n d  t h e  u p h e a v a l  o f  m o u n t a i n  c h a i n s .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  o p p o s e d  

s c h o o l s  o f  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  v i z . ,  t h e  u n i f o r m i t a r i a n s  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c i s t s .  

T h e  f o r m e r  h o l d  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  s u r f a c e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  

s t r a t a  t o o k  p l a c e  a l w a y s  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  

t a k e n  i n  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  c a n  b e  d e d u c e d ,  b y  a  s i m p l e  s u m  i n  p r o p o r t i o n ,



f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  o b s e r v e d  r a t e  o f  d e p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  T h i s  

t h e o r y  i s  f o u n d e d  u p o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  

y e a r s  o v e r  w h i c h  o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  e x t e n d  h a v e  b e e n  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  

e n a b l e  u s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  e v e r y  v a r i e t y  o f  c h a n g e — a n  a s s u m p t i o n  w h i c h  

i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s a m e  g e o l o g i s t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e  p e r i o d  e l a p s i n g  b e t w e e n  t w o  s u c c e s s i v e  u p h e a v a l s  i n  e a r l i e r  t i m e s .  

M o r e o v e r ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u p p o s e d  c o n t e m p o r a n e i t y  o f  m a n  w i t h  c e r t a i n  

e x t i n c t  m a m m a l s  o f  t h e  Q u a t e r n a r y  p e r i o d ,  i t  t h r o w s  b a c k  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  

m a n  t o o  f a r  t o  s u i t  t h e  d e d u c t i o n s  o f  s o m e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  f r o m  o t h e r  

d a t a .  O p p o s e d  t o  t h e  u n i f o r m i t a r i a n s  a r e  t h e  p h y s i c i s t s ,  w h o  h a v e  

t h e o r i e s  a s  t o  t h e  t h i c k n e s s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  c r u s t ,  w h i c h  t h e y  s a y  h a s  i n  

r e c e n t  t i m e s  b e e n  f a r  t o o  g r e a t  ( 8 0 0  t o  2 ,5 0 0  m i l e s )  t o  a l l o w  o f  t h e  s a m e  

c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  r e c e n t l y  a s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  r e m o t e r  t i m e s ;  w h i c h  

t h e o r i e s ,  b e i n g  f a t a l  t o  a l l  c h a n c e  o f  i n f e r r i n g  p a s t  r a t e s  o f  a l t e r a t i o n  

f r o m  p r e s e n t ,  o f  c o u r s e  c o n t r a v e n e  t h e  u n i f o r m i t y  d o c t r i n e ,  a n d  p l a c e  

m a n ’ s  o r i g i n  a t  a  m u c h  l a t e r  e p o c h .

A n o t h e r  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  p r e v a i l s  o v e r  t h e  G l a c i a l  p e r i o d .  I n v e s t i g a ­

t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h  i n  i t s  o r b i t  h a v e  s h o w n  

t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  p e r i o d  o f  i n t e n s e  c o l d ,  l a s t i n g  f r o m  

2 5 0 ,0 0 0  t o  8 0 .0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  c a u s i n g  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  g l a c i a t i o n  

o v e r  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e a r t h ’ s  s u r f a c e ;  a n d  t h o u g h  t h i s  t h e o r y  i s  

s h o w n  n o t  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  g e o l o g i c a l  f a c t s  b o t h  h e r e  a n d  i n  A m e r i c a ,  

b e l i e f  i n  i t  s t i l l  p r e v a i ls .

W h a t  w o n d e r  t h a t ,  i n  v i e w  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  P r o f .  P r e s t w i c h  s a y s  i n  

c o n c l u s i o n :

I t  w o u ld  b e  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  d a y  f o r  a n y  s c ie n c e  t o  h a v e  f r e e  d is c u s s io n  a n d  

e n q u ir y  b a r r e d  b y  a s s u m e d  p o s tu la t e s ,  a n d  n o t  b y  t h e  o r d in a r y  r u le s  o f  e v id e n c e  a s  

e s t a b l is h e d  b y  t h e  fa c ts ,  h o w e v e r  d i v e r g e n t  t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  t o  w h i c h  t h o s e  f a c ts  le a d ,  

m a y  b e  fr o m  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  b e l ie f .  I n  a n y  c a s e  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  n o  

h y p o t h e s is  c a n  b e  t r u e  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e  c o n d it i o n s  b o th  o f  t h e  g e o l o g i c a l  

p h e n o m e n a  a n d  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  la w s .

H a v i n g  t h u s  s e e n  h o w ,  b y  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  o f  a  p r o m i n e n t  g e o l o g i s t ,  

s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  a t  l o g g e r h e a d s  a s  t o  a l l  t h e s e  g r e a t  q u e s t i o n s ,  n o  o n e  n e e d  

b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  o c c u l t i s t s  d e m u r  o n  b e i n g  r e q u e s t e d  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  

t e a c h i n g s  b o w  d o w n  b e f o r e  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e .  P o s s i b l y  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  

T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  m a y  h a v e  t e a c h i n g s  m o r e  s e l f - c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  

r e a s o n a b l e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  g e o l o g i s t s .

A n a l y s i s  o p  P a r t  I I I ,  V o l u m e  I ,  o f  “ T h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e . ”

I .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h e  a u t h o r  e x p l a i n s  h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  w r i t i n g  a n  

A d d e n d u m  o n  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  s a y s  t h a t  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t i o n s  m a d e  

b y  a d v o c a t e s  o f  s c i e n c e  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  c h a p t e r s ,  o n  t h e  

g r o u n d  t h a t  s c i e n c e  w a s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  r e s p e c t e d  t h e r e i n ,  r e n d e r e d  i t  

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h e r  t o  s t a t e  h e r  p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  p u t  s h o r t l y ,  i s  

t h a t  s c i e n c e  f o r f e i t s  a l l  c l a i m  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  l i v e  u p  

t o  i t s  o w n  d e c l a r e d  s t a n d a r d  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  P r o f .  H u x l e y .  I t  f a i l s  t o



d r a w  i t s  i n f e r e n c e s  f r o m  a c c u r a t e  p r e m i s s e s  a n d  t o  b a s e  i t s  g e n e r a l i z a ­

t i o n s  o n  a  p u r e l y  i n d u c t i v e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  w a n d e r i n g  a w a y  i n t o  t h e  r e g i o n  

o f  v a g u e  t h e o r i e s .  T o  q u o t e  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ’ s  w o r d s :

S o  f a r  a s  S c i e n c e  r e m a in s  w h a t  in  t h e  w o r d s  o f  P r o f .  H u x l e y  i t  is , v iz .,  “ or* 

g a n i z e d  c o m m o n  s e n s e ” ; s o  f a r  a s  i t s  in fe r e n c e s  a r e  d r a w n  fr o m  a c c u r a t e  p r e m is s e s  

— i t s  g e n e r a l iz a t io n s  r e s t in g  o n  a  p u r e l y  i n d u c t i v e  b a s is — e v e r y  T h e o s o p h i s t  a n d  

O c c u l t i s t  w e lc o m e s  r e s p e c t f u l ly  a n d  w it h  d u e  a d m ir a t io n  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  th e  

d o m a in  o f  c o s m o lo g ic a l  la w .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  p o s s ib le  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  te a c h *  

i n g s  o f  o c c u l t  a n d  s o - c a l le d  e x a c t  S c ie n c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  t h e  la t t e r  a r e  

g r o u n d e d  011 a  s u b s t r a t u m  o f  u n a s s a i la b le  fa c t .  I t  is  o n l y  w h e n  i t s  m o r e  a r d e n t  

e x p o n e n t s ,  o v e r - s t e p p in g  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  o b s e r v e d  p h e n o m e n a  in  o r d e r  t o  p e n e t r a t e  

in t o  t h e  a r c a u a  o f  B e in g ,  a t t e m p t  t o  w r e n c h  t h e  fo r m a t io n  o f  K o s m o s  a n d  i t s  l iv in g  

F o r c e s  fr o m  S p ir i t ,  a n d  a t t r i b u t e  a l l  to  b l in d  M a t te r ,  t h a t  t h e  O c c u l t i s t s  c la im  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  d is p u t e  a n d  c a l l  in  q u e s t io n  t h e i r  th e o r ie s .  S c i e n c e  c a n n o t ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  

v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h in g s ,  u n v e i l  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  a r o u n d  u s . S c i e n c e  c a n , 

i t  is  t r u e , c o l le c t ,  c la s s i f y ,  a n d  g e n e r a l iz e  u p o n  p h e n o m e n a ;  b u t  t h e  O c c u l t is t ,  

a r g u i n g  fr o m  a d m it te d  m e t a p h y s ic a l  d a ta , d e c la r e s  t h a t  t h e  d a r i n g  e x p lo r e r ,  w h o  

w o u ld  p r o b e  t h e  in m o s t  s e c r e t s  o f  N a t u r e ,  m u s t  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  n a r r o w  l i m i t a t i o n s  

o f  s e n s e , a n d  t r a n s f e r  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n t o  t h e  r e g io n  o f  n o u m e n a  a n d  t h e  s p h e r e  

o f  p r im a l  c a u s e s . T o  e f fe c t  th is ,  h e  m u s t  d e v e lo p  f a c u lt ie s  w h i c h  a r e  a b s o lu t e ly  

d o r m a n t — s a v e  in  a  fe w  r a r e  a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s — in  t h e  c o n s t i t u t io n  o f  t h e  o f f ­

s h o o t s  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  F i f t h  R o o t - R a c e  in  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r ic a .  H e  c a n  in  n o  o t h e r  

c o n c e i v a b le  m a n n e r  c o l l e c t  t h e  f a c t s  o n  w h i c h  t o  b a s e  h i s  s p e c u la t io n s .

S c i e n c e  c a n  r e a c h  t h e  t r u t h  i n d u c t i v e l y ,  o n l y  i f  t h e  p r e m i s s e s  f r o m  

w h i c h  i t s  i n f e r e n c e s  a r e  d r a w n  a r e  c o r r e c t .  T h e s e  p r e m i s s e s  a r e  t h e  

o b s e r v e d  f a c t s  o f  n a t u r e ;  a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c o r r e c t ,  b e c a u s e  a  c o r r e c t  

o b s e r v a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  f i v e  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e s .  B u t  

p e r h a p s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  b e y o n d  t h e s e  f i v e  

s e n s e s ;  v e r y  w e l l ,  b u t  i f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  s c i e n c e  h a s  n o  r i g h t  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  

i t s  o w n  r u l e s )  t o  s p e c u l a t e  a b o u t  a n  “ a e t h e r ”  a n d  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w h i c h  

c a n n o t  b e  o b s e r v e d  b y  a n y  o f  t h e  f i v e  s e n s e s .

M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  t h e n  d e c l a r e s  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  

b o t h  t r u t h  a n d  s c i e n c e ,  e n f o r c e s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  e n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  

c r e d e n t i a l s  o f  s c i e n c e  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  i t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  s k e t c h e s  o u t  

h e r  p r o p o s e d  t a s k  a n d  f o r e s t a l l s  s o m e  o b j e c t i o n s .  S i r  H u m p h r e y  D a v y  

i s  q u o t e d  a s  r e v o l t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  

s c h o o l  i n  h i s  d a y ;  h e  s a y s :

I  h e a r d  w i t h  d is g u s t ,  in  t h e  d is s e c t in g - r o o m s ,  t h e  p la n  o f  t h e  P h y s i o lo g i s t ,  o f  

t h e  g r a d u a l  s e c r e t io n  o f  m a t t e r ,  a n d  i t s  b e c o m i n g  e n d u e d  w i t h  i r r i t a b i l i t y ,  r i p e n i n g  

in t o  s e n s ib i l i t y ,  a n d  a c q u i r i n g  s u c h  o r g a n s  a s  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  b y  i t s  o w n  i n h e r e n t  

fo rc e s , a n d  a t  l a s t  r i s i n g  i n t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x is t e n c e .

P h y s i c i s t s  a n d  a s t r o n o m e r s  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  f a r  m o r e  i l l o g i c a l  i n  

t h e i r  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  v i e w s  t h a n  e v e n  p h y s i o l o g i s t s .  T h e y  r e g a r d  l i g h t  

f o r  i n s t a n c e  a s  a  “ m o d e  o f  m o t i o n ”  w h i c h  i s  “ a  p r o p e r t y  o f  m a t t e r . ”  

O c c u l t i s t s  p e r c e i v e  t h e  n o u m e n o n  b e h i n d  p h y s i c a l  l i g h t ,  t h e  l i g h t  o f  

S p i r i t  w h i c h  o c c u p i e s  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  i t s  

m e r e l y  s e n s o r y  c o u n t e r p a r t .



I I .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  o p e n s  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  p u t  b y  o c c u l t i s m  t o  s c i e n c e ,  

“ I s  l i g h t  a  b o d y  o r  i s  i t  n o t ? ” — b u t  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t i l l  t h e  

n e x t  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e c t i o n  b e i n g  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  s h o w i n g  t h a t ,  t o  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  e v e n  t h e  u n i t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  r e a s o n ,  a r e  u n k n o w n .

T o  k n o w  w h a t  i s  l i g h t ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  is  a n  a c t u a l  s u b s t a n c e  o r  a  m e r e  u n d u la ­

t io n  o f  t h e  " e t h e r e a l  m e d iu m ,”  S c ie n c e  h a s  f ir s t  t o  le a r n  w h a t  a r e  in  r e a l i t y  M a t te r ,  

A to m , E t h e r ,  F o r c e .  N o w , th e  t r u t h  is , t h a t  i t  k n o w s n o th in g  o f  a n y  o f  th ese, a n d  

a d m it s  i t .  I t  h a s  n o t  e v e n  a g r e e d  w h a t  t o  b e l ie v e  in , a s  d o z e n s  o f  h y p o t h e s e s  

e m a n a t in g  fro m  v a r io u s  a n d  e m in e n t  S c ie n t is t s  o n  t h e  s a m e  s u b je c t ,  a r e  a n t a g o ­

n is t ic  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  o f t e n  s e l f - c o n t r a d ic t o r y .

A s  S t a l l o  s a y s  i n  C o n c e p ts  o f  M o d e r n  P h y s ic s  ( p .  x i i ,  I n t r o d .  t o  t h e  

2 n d  E d i t . ) :

T h e  a to m  c a n n o t  b e  a  c u b e  o r  o b la t e  s p h e r o id  fo r  p h y s ic a l ,  a n d  a s p h e r e  f o r  

c h e m ic a l  p u r p o s e s .  . . . T h e  u n iv e r s a l  a e th e r  c a n n o t  b e  s o f t  a n d  m o b i le  t o  

p le a s e  t h e  c h e m is t ,  a n d  r ig id - e la s t ic  t o  s a t is f y  t h e  p h y s i c i s t ;  i t  c a n n o t  b e  c o n t in u o u s  

a t  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  S ir  W i l l ia m  T h o m s o n  a n d  d is c o n t in u o u s  o n  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  o f  

C a u c h y  o r  F r e s n e l .

A n d  a s  G .  A .  H i m ,  i n  t h e  f o r t y - t h i r d  v o l u m e  o f  t h e  M im o ir e s  d e  

V  A c a d e m ic  R o y  a le  d e  B e lg iq u e , s a y s :

O n e  p e r c e iv e s  t h a t  t h e  a to m  o f  t h e  c h e m is t ,  t h e  a t o m  o f  t h e  p h y s ic is t ,  t h a t  o f  

t h e  m e t a p h y s ic ia n ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  m a t h e m a t ic ia n  . . . h a v e  a b s o lu t e ly  n o t h i n g  

in  c o m m o n  b u t  t h e  n a m e  I T h e  i n e v i t a b le  r e s u lt  i s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s u b d iv is io n  o f  o u r  

s c ie n c e s ,  e a c h  o f  w h i c h ,  in  i t s  o w n  l i t t l e  p ig e o n - h o le ,  c o n s t r u c t s  a n  a to m  w h ic h  

s a t is f ie s  t h e  r e q u ir e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  i t  s t u d ie s ,  w i t h o u t  t r o u b l i n g  i t s e l f  in  

t h e  le a s t  a b o u t  t h e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o u r i n g  

p ig e o n - h o le .  . . . T h e r e  i s  n o  a g r e e m e n t  e v e n  in  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  s c ie n c e  a s  

t o  t h e  p r o p e r t ie s  o f  t h e  a to m . E a c h  c o n s t r u c t s  a n  a to m  t o  s u it  h i s  o w n  f a n c y ,  in  

o r d e r  t o  e x p la in  s o m e  s p e c ia l  p h e n o m e n o n  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  c o n c e r n e d .

H .  T .  E .

'(E h fo s ix p h g  a n ii  ‘(E lu f lB ijp h is t s .
T h e  s y n t h e s is  o f  S c ie n c e ,  R e l i g i o n ,  a n d  P h i lo s o p h y .— H . P . B l a v a t s k y .

T h e  h i g h e s t  s u m m it  o f  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  t h e  h u m a n  m in d  h a s  r e a c h e d .— F . M a x  

M OiXBR.

E V E R  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  i t s  

m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  u n c e a s i n g l y ,  u n s e l f i s h l y ,  a n d  g r a ­

t u i t o u s l y  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o  i m p r e s s  t h i s  g r e a t  f a c t  u p o n  t h e i r  

f e l l o w  m e n :  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t  a n d  u n i f y i n g  k n o w l e d g e  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  e v e r y  m a n ; t h a t  t h i s  k n o w l e d g e  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  o l d e s t  

r e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e ;  t h a t  i t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  w i t h o u t  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o r  

I n i t i a t e s ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  d a r k e s t  c e n t u r i e s  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  K a l i  Y u g a ;  a n d  

t h a t  t o - d a y  t h e s e  I n i t i a t e s  h a v e  s p o k e n  w i t h  n o  u n c e r t a i n  s o u n d  t o  a l l  

w h o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  h e a r .

T o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  h e a r d  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  T h e o -



s o p h y ,  t h e r e  c o m e s  a  g r e a t  p e a c e ,  a  g r e a t  r e p o s e ,  w h i c h  i s  i n  i t s e l f  a  

m i g h t y  p o w e r .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  r e p o s e  o f  i n a c t i o n .  T h e  c a l l  t o  a c t i o n  i s  

s t r o n g e r  t h a n  e v e r ,  t h e  b a t t l e  i s  f i e r c e r ,  a n d  t h e  t o i l  m o r e  a r d u o u s .  

B u t  i t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  d a r k ; i t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  b a t t l e  f o r  s e l f .  

I t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a  b a t t l e  f o u g h t  i n  t h e  a r e n a  o f  p a r t y  i n t e r e s t s  o r  r e l i g i o u s  

s h i b b o l e t h s ,  w h e n  h u m a n  e f f o r t  a n d  h u m a n  b l o o d ,  t h a t  s h o u l d  g o  f o r  

t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e ,  i s  w a s t e d  a n d  s p i l t  f o r  a  p a r t y  c r y  o r  a  d e a d  

f o r m u l a .

M e n  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s  a  

p o w e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  t h e y  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  p a u s e  a n d  w o n d e r  t h a t  o u r  

m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  h a d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  e x t e r m i n a t e d  

a n d  b u r i e d  o n  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s ,  i s  m o r e  a l i v e  t h a n  e v e r .  

T h e y  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  p o w e r  a n d  a  s t r e n g t h  

s o m e w h e r e  i n  o u r  t e a c h i n g s  w h i c h ,  s o m e h o w ,  t h e y  h a v e  m i s s e d .  T h e y  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  t a k i n g  t h e  f i e l d  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w i t h  o u r  o w n  

p a r t y  c r y  a n d  o u r  o w n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t s ;  t h a t  w e  w e r e  o n l y  o n e  

m o r e  s e c t ,  o n e  m o r e  d i s c o r d a n t  v o i c e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t o n g u e s .  

I f  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  s o  w e  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  s u c c u m b e d  t o  a t t a c k s  f r o m  

w i t h o u t ,  a n d  t r e a c h e r y  w i t h i n .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a  p o w e r  a n d  a  s t r e n g t h  i n  

o u r  S o c i e t y  w h i c h ,  p e r h a p s ,  n o n e  o f  u s  f u l l y  r e a l i z e  a s  y e t ,  o r  k n o w  

h o w  t o  u t i l i z e  p r o p e r l y .  T h e r e  i s  a  p o w e r  a n d  a  s t r e n g t h  i n  o u r  

t e a c h i n g s  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  o t h e r s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  w e  c a n  

w e l c o m e  i n  T h e o s o p h y  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  s a i d  o r  t a u g h t  i n  a l l  

a g e s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  g i v e n  o u r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  “ t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  

r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y , ”  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  a  p o r t i o n  o n l y ,  

a n d  s e t t i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r s .  T h a t  i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

s t r e n g t h  o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  a s  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  o c c u l t  

p o w e r  w h i c h  w e  c a n  w i e l d  i f  w e  a r e  t r u e  t o  t h e  s i m p l e  i d e a l  o f  b r o t h e r ­

h o o d  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o b j e c t  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  r o u n d  w h i c h  a l l  e l s e  

r e v o l v e s .  I t  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  “ e y e  d o c t r i n e , ”  b u t  i n  t h e  “ h e a r t  d o c t r i n e , ”  

t h a t  o u r  r e a l  s t r e n g t h  l i e s .

W e  h a v e  l i v e d  d o w n  m a n y  p r e j u d i c e s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  m o r e  y e t  t o  

c o n q u e r ;  a n d  w e r e  i t  n o t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  w h o m  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

s e e  i n  o u r  r a n k s ,  m e n  o f  w i d e  c u l t u r e  a n d  d e e p  s y m p a t h i e s ,  w h o  a r e  

t e a c h i n g  o u r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d  e v e n  o u r  s p e c i f i c  d o c t r i n e s ,  b u t  a r e  d e ­

b a r r e d  f r o m  r e c o g n i z i n g  o u r  w o r k  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  m i s ­

c o n c e p t i o n s ,  w e  m i g h t  a l m o s t  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  b e s t  f o r  u s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  

h a v e  t h e s e  p r e j u d i c e s  t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h .  W e  g r o w  b y  o p p o s i t i o n ; i t  i s  

o u r  s t i m u l u s  t o  w o r k .  A n d  f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  s h a l l  a l w a y s  g e t  i t ;  w e  d o  

n o t  e x p e c t  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  f r o m  a  c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  

B u t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  f r o m  w h o m  w e  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  

a n d  w h o m  w e  m u s t  t r y  t o  w i n  t o  o u r  s i d e .  F o r  w e  s a d l y  n e e d  t h e i r  

h e l p ;  n o t  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r l d  n e e d s  s u c h  a  B r o t h e r ­

h o o d  a s  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r l d  n e e d s  a  c o m ­

m u n i t y  o f  i t s  b e s t  a n d  n o b l e s t ,  n e e d s  a  p r a c t i c a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  s t r o n g



f o r  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e ,  s t r o n g  t o  r e s i s t  t h a t  i n t e n s e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  “ s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t , ”  b y  w h i c h  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  

t h r i v e  u p o n  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  w e a k e s t ,  a n d  t h r u s t  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  

d o w n  i n t o  t h e  l o w e s t  d e p t h s  o f  h u m a n  m i s e r y  a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n .

L e t  u s  g l a n c e  f o r  a  m o m e n t  a t  t h e s e  t w o  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  w o r k ,  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  o r  m o r a l .  L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  

t h e  d a y ,  o u t s i d e  o f  t h a t  f o r  w h i c h  w e  a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  w e  

s e e  m e n  o f  e m i n e n c e  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  p u t t i n g  

f o r w a r d  t e a c h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  o u r  o w n ; y e t  n o t  m e r e l y  i s  

t h e r e  n o  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  o n  t h e i r  p a r t ,  b u t  s o m e  o f  t h e m  h a v e  d o n e  

t h e i r  b e s t  e l s e w h e r e  t o  d e p r e c i a t e  a n d  r i d i c u l e  o u r  w o r k .  O n e  m i g h t  

q u o t e  w h o l e  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  s o m e  a u t h o r s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  t h e  v e r y  m a r r o w  

a n d  e s s e n c e  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t e a c h ,  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  h a s  

b e e n  p u t  f o r w a r d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  i n  o u r  o w n  l i t e r a t u r e .

N o w  I  t h i n k  w e  m u s t  c l a i m  m u c h  o f  t h i s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  o u r  w o r k ,  

e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  g e t  n o  c r e d i t  o r  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t .  W e  a r e  i n f l u e n c i n g  

t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  a g e ;  m e n  a r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  l i s t e n  t o  u s ;  a n d  t h o u g h  

p r e j u d i c e  o r  p r i d e  p r e v e n t s  t h e m  f r o m  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e i r  i n d e b t e d ­

n e s s ,  t h e  s e e d  h a s  t a k e n  r o o t  i n  t h e i r  m i n d s .  I  t r u s t  t h e r e  a r e  n o n e  i n  

o u r  r a n k s  w h o  w o u l d  e s t i m a t e  t h e i r  o w n  w o r k ,  o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  

b y  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a d h e r e n t s  o r  F . T . S . ’ s .  W e  m u s t  n e v e r  

d e s c e n d  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o s e l y t i z i n g  f o r  c o n v e r t s .  O u r  b u s i n e s s  i s  t o  

m a k e  T h e o s o p h y  a  l i v i n g  p o w e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  S o c i e t y  a  p r a c t i ­

c a l  B r o t h e r h o o d ; w h i l e ,  a s  f o r  m e r e  n u m b e r s  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  a n  e l e m e n t  

o f  w e a k n e s s ,  n o t  o f  s t r e n g t h .

T h e  w o r l d  i s  s i c k  o f  c r e e d s  a n d  d o c t r i n e s  t h a t  b e a r  n o  f r u i t .  

M i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  a r e  s p e n t  i n  m a k i n g  c o n v e r t s ,  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  

s p e n t  i n  c o m b a t i n g  h u n g e r ,  a n d  p o v e r t y ,  a n d  v i c e ,  a n d  t h e  t y r a n n y  

a n d  s l a v e r y  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  o u r  “ c i v i l i z e d ”  c o m m u n i t y .  W h y  i s  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  w i t h  i t s  e n o r m o u s  w e a l t h  a n d  f a r - r e a c h i n g  i n f l u e n c e ,  

p o w e r l e s s  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  o u r  g r e a t  c i t i e s ?  W e  t h i n k  t h e  

a n s w e r  m u s t  b e  a l w a y s  b e c a u s e  d o c t r i n e  a n d  b e l i e f  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  b e f o r e  

B r o t h e r h o o d .  E v e r  a n d  a l w a y s  t h e  e f f o r t  i s  w a s t e d  a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  

s p e n t  i n  c o m b a t i n g  a n  i m a g i n a r y  d e v i l  f r o m  w h o s e  p o w e r  o u r  s o u l s  

m u s t  b e  s a v e d ,  i n  m a k i n g  m e n  b e lie v e  t h e  r i g h t  ( ? )  t h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  

t h e y  m a y  g e t  i n t o  h e a v e n  w h e n  t h e y  d i e .  A n d  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h e  d e v i l  

l a u g h s ,  b e c a u s e  i n  t r y i n g  t o  d o  t h i s  t h e y  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  e a r t h  t e n  t i m e s  

a  h e l l ,  n o t  m e r e l y  t h r o u g h  w h a t  i s  l e f t  u n d o n e ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  w h a t  t h e y  

h a v e  d o n e ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  d o  t o * d a y ,  w e r e  i t  n o t  t h a t  

t h e i r  p o w e r  i s  g o n e ,  a n d  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a r e  “ t o t t e r i n g ”  t o  

r u i n .

T h a t  i s  t h e  g r e a t  l e s s o n  w e  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  h i s t o r y ,  f r o m  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  A t  t h e  r e c e n t  C h u r c h  C o n g r e s s  

a t  B i r m i n g h a m ,  o n e  v o i c e  a t  l e a s t  w a s  r a i s e d  t o  s o u n d  t h i s  s a m e  n o t e  o f  

w a r n i n g ;  b u t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  i t  w a s  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  o l d  c r y  o f  d o c t r i n e



a n d  b e l i e f ,  o f  r e l i g i o n  a g a i n s t  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  s c i e n c e  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  

« n o  u n i t y  p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o n e  s e c t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  

s e c t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h a t .

O u r  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  b e g u n  w e l l  i n  s p i t e  o f  m a n y  m i s t a k e s  

a n d  b l u n d e r s .  S o  f a r  w e  a r e  u n s e c t a r i a n .  W e  d o  n o t  c a r e  w h a t  m a y  

b e  t h e  c r e e d  o r  o p i n i o n s  o f  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s .  O n e  c o n t r i b u t e s  

t o  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  a n o t h e r  a s  a  B u d d h i s t ,  w h i l e  a  t h i r d  

p e r h a p s  d e c l i n e s  t o  l a b e l  h i m s e l f  a t  a l l .  S o  f a r ,  s o  g o o d .  B u t  w e  m u s t  

h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  o f f e r  t h a t  c a n  t h u s  a t t r a c t  t o  o u r  r a n k s  m e n  o f  s u c h  

d i v e r s i f i e d  r e l i g i o n s  o r  o p i n i o n s .  E a c h  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e s e  m u s t  h a v e  

r e c o g n i z e d  s o m e t h i n g  i n  o u r  t e a c h i n g s  w h i c h  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  e x t e r n a l  

f o r m s ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  c a n  a d a p t  a n d  m o u l d  i t s e l f  t o  t h e s e  f o r m s ,  

o r  r a t h e r  s o m e  i n n e r  p r i n c i p l e  r o u n d  w h i c h  t h e s e  f o r m s  h a v e  m o u l d e d  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  w h i c h  w h e n  o n c e  i t  i s  p e r c e i v e d  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  f o r m ,  

c a n  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  i t s  o t h e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  f o r m  

w i t h  w h i c h  e a c h  o n e  i s  m o s t  f a m i l i a r .

N o w  t h a t  i n n e r  p r i n c i p l e  i s  T h e o s o p h y ;  n o t  m o d e r n  T h e o s o p h y ,  

n o r  a n c i e n t  T h e o s o p h y ,  n o t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a n y  o n e  o f  

o u r  b o o k s ,  n o r  i n  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  n o r  i n  a n y  b o o k  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  e v e r  

k n o w n .  A l l  t h e s e  a r e  a t t e m p t s  u n d e r  v a r y i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  g i v e  e x ­

p r e s s i o n  i n  h u m a n  l a n g u a g e  t o  T h e o - S o p h i a — D i v i n e  W i s d o m .

T h e o s o p h y  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  “ t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  

a n d  p h i l o s o p h y . "  N o t  o f  c o u r s e  o f  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e ,  n o r  o f  o n e  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o n ,  n o r  o f  a n y  s p e c i a l  s y s t e m  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  b u t  o f  w h a t  

i s  t r u e  i n  a l l  t h e s e ;  f o r  i f  t h e r e  b e  a n y t h i n g  t r u e  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e ,  i t  

c a n n o t  b e  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  o n e  t r u t h .  B u t  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  

w h e n  w e  s p e a k  o f  T h e o s o p h y  w e  m e a n  t h i s  o n e  t r u t h ;  o f  w h i c h  i t  i s  

o n l y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b e s t  a n d  w i s e s t  t o  g i v e  b u t  a  f a i n t  c o n c e p t i o n  t o  

t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e .  T h e y  a r e  s o  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t h e  d o g m a t i c  a s s e r t i o n  

o f  t r u t h  i n  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m ,  t h a t  t h e y  u t t e r l y  f a i l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  a n o t h e r  s e c t ,  c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  t h e m  f o r  c o n v e r t s .

B u t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  w e  a s  T h e o s o p h i s t s  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  

m o r e  t h a n  m e r e l y  t o l e r a n t .  T h e r e  i s  a  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  o n e  

w h o  i s  m e r e l y  t o l e r a n t ,  b e l i e v i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  h i s  o w n  r e l i g i o n  i s  

t h e  o n l y  t r u e  o n e ,  a n d  t h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  o n e  t r u t h  i n  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s .  I  m a y  p r e f e r  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  r e l i g i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  t h r o u g h  h a b i t  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n ;  b u t  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  d o n e  

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  f o r  m e  t h a n  m a k i n g  m e  r e c o g n i z e  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a  

t r u t h  a n d  a  p o w e r  w h i c h  1  n e v e r  r e a l i z e d  b e f o r e .  T h r o u g h  T h e o s o p h y  

I  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w h e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  I  h a d  

s e t  i t  a s i d e  a s  a  h o p e l e s s  j u m b l e  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  B u t  I  n o  l o n g e r  p l a c e  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n  c o n f l i c t  o r  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s .  I  a m  n o t  

m e r e l y  t o l e r a n t  t o  a  B u d d h i s t  b e c a u s e  I  t h i n k  i t  a  s m a l l  m a t t e r  w h a t  a  

m a n  b e l i e v e s ,  s o  f a r  a s  m e r e  b e l i e f  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  b u t  I  a m  s o m e t h i n g

m o r e  t h a n  t o l e r a n t ,  I  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  B u d d h i s t  a s  a  m a n  a n d  a  b r o t h e r ,
s



n o t  a s  a  “ h e a t h e n ”  t o  b e  c o n v e r t e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h r o u g h  T h e o s o p h y  I  h a v e  

a l s o  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a n d  t o  l o v e  h i s  r e l i g i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  m y  o w n .

T h a t  i s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  B r o t h e r h o o d  w h i c h  I  r e c o g n i z e  i n  T h e o s o p h y ,  

a  p o w e r  w h i c h  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  b a r r i e r s  o f  r e l i g i o n  w h i c h  

s e p a r a t e  m a n  f r o m  m a n .  T h e r e  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  o u r  t e a c h i n g s ,  w e  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  h a v e  d o c t r i n e s ,  b u t  

t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  d a n g e r  o f  i s o l a t i n g  t h e s e  d o c t r i n e s ,  o f  m a k i n g  t h e m  

i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  n o t  a s  m e a n s  t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a  

p r a c t i c a l  B r o t h e r h o o d .  M o r e  t h a n  t h a t ,  w e  a r e  b o u n d  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  o t h e r s  w h e r e  t h a t  t e a c h i n g  m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  B r o t h e r ­

h o o d .  W e  a r e  b o u n d  t o  o p p o s e  a l l  t h a t  n a r r o w s  a n d  s t u n t s  a n d  l i m i t s  

t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f o r c e s  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  m a n .  A n d  w e  s h a l l  a l w a y s  f i n d  

o p p o n e n t s  i n  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  t h u s  l i m i t  i t ,  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  t h e  m a t e ­

r i a l i s t i c  s c i e n t i s t  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  o r  t h e  e q u a l l y  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  d o g m a t i c  

r e l i g i o n i s t  o n  t h e  o t h e r .

W e  a l l  k n o w  w h a t  a  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  p r e j u d i c e  t h e r e  i s  a g a i n s t  T h e o ­

s o p h y  a n d  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  d u e  e n t i r e l y  t o  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  

t o  o u r  w o r k  a n d  o u r  i d e a l s .  S e t t i n g  a s i d e  w i l f u l  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  

a n d  o p p o s i t i o n  d u e  t o  p r e j u d i c e  a r i s i n g  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  o r  p a r t y  i n t e r e s t s ,  

t h e r e  i s  a  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  p r i n c i p l e s  

w h i c h  w e  o u g h t  t o  a n d  m u s t  b r e a k  d o w n .

I t  i s  p e r h a p s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  s o  f a r  w e  s h o u l d  b e  j u d g e d  m e r e l y  b y  

o u r  d o c t r i n e s ; b u t  t h o s e  d o c t r i n e s  m u s t  b e a r  t h e i r  f r u i t  i n  o u r  l i v e s ;  a n d  

a s  w e  b e c o m e  b e t t e r  k n o w n  i n  o u r  o w n  c i r c l e s  a n d  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  w e  

s h a l l  b e  j u d g e d  m o r e  b y  o u r  l i v e s  t h a n  b y  o u r  d o c t r i n e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  

t r e m e n d o u s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e s t i n g  o n  e a c h  o n e  c a l l i n g  h i m s e l f  a  T h e o ­

s o p h i s t .  P e r h a p s  f e w  o f  u s  r e a l i z e  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  w e  m a y  m a k e  o r  m a r  

t h a t  p r a c t i c a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  w h i c h  i t  i s  o u r  a i m  a n d  m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h .  

B u t  w e  c a n  a l l  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t o w a r d s  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  t h e  p o p u l a r  

p r e j u d i c e s ,  a n d  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  m e r e  d o c t r i n a l  s i d e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  i s  c o n ­

c e r n e d  i t  a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  m o s t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  

b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a  T h e o s o p h i s t  i s  o n e  w h o  g o e s  i n  f o r  o c c u l t  

p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  a s t r a l  b o d i e s ,  a n d  “ a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  d o n ’ t  y o u  

k n o w . ”  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  w e  a r e  j u d g e d  m o r e  b y  

t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  o f  o u r  e a r l i e r  b o o k s  t h a n  b y  o u r  l a t e r  e f f o r t s .  

T h e  m o v e m e n t  r e c e i v e d  a  c e r t a i n  “ o c c u l t ”  s t a m p  i n  i t s  e a r l y  i n c e p t i o n ,  

a n d  h o w e v e r  n e c e s s a r y  i t  w a s ,  a n d  i s  n o w ,  f o r  u s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  o c c u l t  

s i d e ,  o n e  c a n n o t  b u t  w i s h  t h a t  a  g o o d  d e a l  t h a t  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  o u r  

l i t e r a t u r e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  p u t  t h e r e .

T h e  u n r e a s o n i n g  p u b l i c  h a s  a  w h o l e s a l e  w a y  o f  a t t r i b u t i n g  a  b e l i e f  

i n  a l l  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  a p p e a r e d  i n  a n y  T h e o s o p h i c a l  w o r k ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  

b e s i d e s ,  t o  e v e r y o n e  c a l l i n g  h i m s e l f  a  T h e o s o p h i s t .  B u t  I  t h i n k  w e  

m a y  l i v e  t h i s  d o w n ,  i f  e a c h  o n e  i n  h i s  o w n  c i r c l e  w i l l  p r o m p t l y  r e p u d i a t e  

t h e  i d e a  t h a t  h e  i s  b o u n d  b y  a n y o n e  e l s e ’ s  o p i n i o n s .  A m o n g  o u r s e l v e s  

t h i s  i s  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d ,  a n d  w e  m u s t  m a k e  t h e  w o r l d  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  a s



w e l l .  I  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  a s t r a l  b o d i e s ,  i n  p l a n e t a r y  c h a i n s ,  o r  

i n  s e v e n  p r i n c i p l e s .  I  r e f u s e  t o  b e  c a l l e d  a  T h e o s o p h i s t  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e s e .  T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  w h i c h  I  d o  b e l i e v e  i n ,  a n d  w h i c h  I  d o  

n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  a f f i r m ; b u t  I  d o  n o t  l a b e l  o t h e r s  a s  T h e o s o p h i s t s  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  a l s o  a c c e p t  w h a t  I  a c c e p t .  T h i s  a b s o l u t e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m p r e s s  u p o n  a  c o m m u n i t y  s o  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s e c t a r i a n  

d i f f e r e n c e s ;  a n d  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  a r e  s e c t a r i a n s  i f  a n y t h i n g  

a t  a l l ,  t h e y  w i l l  i n  n o w i s e  a c c e p t  o u r  p r i n c i p l e s .

W e  n e e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  c l e a r l y  o n  w h a t  p o i n t s  w e  m u s t  a f f i r m ,  w h a t  

i t  i s  t h a t  i s  v i t a l  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  m e r e l y  

i n c i d e n t a l  a n d  p l a s t i c .  A n d  i f  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  c o n ­

s i s t e n t l y  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t l y  k e e p  b e f o r e  o u r  e y e s  “ t h e  i d e a l  o f  h u m a n  

p r o g r e s s i o n  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  S e c r e t  S c i e n c e  ( G u p t &  V i d y S )  

d e p i c t s " ; p u t t i n g  f o r w a r d  a l l  d o c t r i n e  o r  e x p o s i t i o n  m e r e l y  a s  a i d s  t o  

t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h i s  p e r f e c t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  s t r i v i n g  f o r  s u p r e m a c y  o r  

a u t h o r i t y ,  w e  s h a l l  s o o n  b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  

e n l i g h t e n m e n t  f o r  w h i c h  s o  m a n y  a r e  c a l l i n g ,  b u t  w h i c h  f i n d s  n o  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  F o r  l e t  u s  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  l e t  u s  m a k e  o t h e r s  

u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h a t  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  a  p r a c t i c a l  b r o t h e r h o o d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s  o n l y  b r i n g i n g  d o w n  o n  t o  t h e  e x o t e r i c  p l a n e  

t h a t  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s .  T h e  w h o l e  r a is o n  d 'e t r e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y  i s  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  O c c u l t  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  t o  w h o m  a l l  

m a y  a s p i r e ,  b u t  w h i c h  s o  f e w  a r e  f i t t e d  t o  e n t e r .  T h e  b e s t  a n d  n o b l e s t  

o f  t h e  r a c e  h a v e  n o t  p a s s e d  a w a y  b e y o n d  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w s ,  

b e y o n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a i d i n g  t h e  w o r l d  i n  i t s  g r e a t  n e e d .  B u t  i f  m e n  

w i l l  t u r n  a w a y ,  t h e  h e l p  c a n n o t  b e  g i v e n .

I t  i s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  o n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s i d e  t o  g i v e  t o  

t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h o s e  s t o r e s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  w i s d o m  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  t h e  

m e r e  r e c o r d s  o r  t e a c h i n g s  o f  d e a d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  o r  s a g e s ,  n o t  m e r e  

s p e c u l a t i o n s  c u l l e d  f r o m  f r a g m e n t s  o f  a n c i e n t  b o o k s ,  b u t  t h e  k n o w ­

l e d g e  a n d  w i s d o m  o f  l i v i n g  M a s t e r s .  A n d  o n  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  

s i d e  T h e o s o p h y  l e a d s  u s ,  t h r o u g h  a  c l e a r  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e s e  t e a c h ­

i n g s ,  t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  r e a l i z e  i n  o u r  o w n  l i v e s  t h e  i d e a l  o f  h u m a n  

p e r f e c t i o n ,  a n d  t o  f o r m  o n  t h e  e x o t e r i c  p l a n e  a  p r a c t i c a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  

t h a t  m a y  s e r v e  a s  a  f i t t i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  t h e  M a s t e r s ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  

t h e y  m a y  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t  w h i c h  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  t h e  

s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o l e  r a c e .



J l a t h a  S p a n i s h a l ) .
S e c o n d  P a r t .

I

T H E  S e l f - B e i n g  p i e r c e d  t h e  s e n s e s  o u t w a r d ;  h e n c e  o n e  l o o k s  o u t ­

w a r d .  n o t  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f .  * A  w i s e  m a n ,  s e e k i n g  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  

l o o k e d  t o w a r d s  t b e  S e l f  w i t h  r e v e r t e d  s i g h t .

F o o l s  s e e k  a f t e r  o u t w a r d  d e s i r e s ;  t h e y  c o m e  t o  t h e  n e t  o f  w i d e ­

s p r e a d  d e a t h .  B u t  t h e  w i s e ,  b e h o l d i n g  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  s e e k  n o t  f o r  t h e  

e n d u r i n g  a m o n g  u n e n d u r i n g  t h i n g s .

B y  t h a t  S e l f  w h i c h  p e r c e i v e s  f o r m ,  t a s t e ,  s m e l l ,  s o u n d s ,  c o n t a c t s ,  

a n d  e m b r a c e s ;  b y  t h i s  a l s o  h e  d i s c e r n s ,  f o r  w h a t  e l s e  i s  t h e r e ?  T h i s  i s  

t h a t  S e l f .

T h e  w i s e  m a n  g r i e v e s  n o t ,  m e d i t a t i n g  o n  t h e  g r e a t  l o r d ,  t h e  S e l f ; 

b y  w h i c h  h e  p e r c e i v e s  b o t h  w a k i n g  a n d  d r e a m i n g  l i f e .

H e  w h o  p e r c e i v e s  t h e  S e l f  a s  t h e  e n j o y e r ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  

a s  l o r d  o f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a n d  w h a t  s h a l l  b e ,  h e  i n d e e d  i s  n o t  l e d  a s t r a y .

T h a t  w h i c h  w a s  b o r n  f o r m e r l y  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r s ,  t h e  f i r s t - b o r n  o f  

b r o o d i n g  s p i r i t  [ t h e  f i r s t  L o g o s ]  s t a n d i n g  h i d  i n  s e c r e t ,  w h o  w a s  m a d e  

v i s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  e l e m e n t s ;

A n d  t h e  g r e a t  m o t h e r ,  f u l l  o f  d i v i n i t y  [ t h e  s e c o n d  L o g o s ] ,  w h o  i s  

b o r n  o f  l i f e ,  s t a n d i n g  h i d  i n  s e c r e t ,  w h o  w a s  m a d e  m a n i f e s t  b y  t h e  

e l e m e n t s ;  a r e  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h a t  S e l f .

T h e  f i r e  h i d d e n  i n  t h e  f i r e - s t i c k s — l i k e  a  g e r m  o f  g e n e r a t i o n ,  w e l l  

c o n c e a l e d — t h a t  f i r e  i s  d a y  b y  d a y  t o  b e  p r a i s e d  b y  m e n  w h o  w a k e ,  w i t h  

t h e  o b l a t i o n ; t h i s  f i r e  i s  t h a t  S e l f .

W h e n c e  t h e  s u n  r i s e s ,  a n d  w h i t h e r  h e  g o e s  t o  s e t t i n g ;  t h a t  a l l  t h e  

g o d s  r e s t  o n ,  n o r  d o e s  a n y  g o  b e y o n d  i t .

W h a t  i s  h e r e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e r e ; w h a t  i s  t h e r e ,  t h a t  a l s o  i s  h e r e .  H e  

g o e s  f r o m  d e a t h  t o  d e a t h  w h o  s e e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e m .

T h i s  i s  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  m i n d ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e .  

F r o m  d e a t h  t o  d e a t h  h e  g o e s ,  w h o  s e e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e .

T h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  a  f i n g e r  s t a n d s  i n  t h e  m i d s t ,  i n  t h e  

S e l f ;  l o r d  o f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n ,  a n d  w h a t  s h a l l  b e .  A s  t o  t h i s ,  o n e  i s  n o t  

l e d  a s t r a y .  T h i s  i s  t h a t  S e l f .

T h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  a  f i n g e r  i s  l i k e  a  l i g h t  w i t h o u t  s m o k e ; 

l o r d  o f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  a n d  w h a t  s h a l l  b e ,  t h e  s a m e  t o - d a y  a n d  t o ­

m o r r o w .  T h i s  i s  t h a t  S e l f .

A s  w a t e r  r a i n e d  o n  b r o k e n  g r o u n d  r u n s  a w a y  a m o n g  t h e  m o u n -



t a i n s ;  s o  h e  w h o  b e h o l d s  m a n y  d u t i e s  r u n s  h i t h e r  a n d  t h i t h e r  a f t e r  

t h e m .

A s  p u r e  w a t e r  p o u r e d  i n  p u r e  r e m a i n s  t h e  s a m e ,  s o  i s  t h e  S e l f  o f  

t h e  d i s c e r n i n g  s a g e ,  O  G a u t a m a .

I I .

D w e l l i n g  i n  t h e  e l e v e n - d o o r e d  c i t y  [ t h e  b o d y ]  o f  t h e  u n b o r n  s e e r  

o f  t r u t h ,  h e  g r i e v e s  n o t ;  a n d ,  f r e e d ,  h e  i s  s e t  f r e e .  H e  i s  t h a t  S e l f .

T h e  S w a n  [ t h e  S e l f ]  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  b r i g h t  [ s u n ] ,  t h e  e s s e n c e  

o f  f i r e ,  a n d  a i r .  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  p r i e s t  a n d  a l t a r ,  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  g u e s t ,  

a n d  o f  m o t i o n .

H e  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  m a n ,  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  b e s t ,  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  

f i r e  a n d  e t h e r ;  t h o s e  b o m  o f  t h e  w a t e r ,  o f  h e a v e n ,  o f  t h e  a i r ,  o f  t h e  

m o u n t a i n s ,  a r e  t h a t  t r u e  g r e a t  o n e .

H e  l e a d s  u p w a r d  t h e  l i f e - b r e a t h ,  a n d  c a s t s  b a c k  t h e  d o w n w a r d  

b r e a t h .  A l l  t h e  b r i g h t  p o w e r s  b o w  t o  t h e  d w a r f  [ t h e  S e l f ]  s e a t e d  i n  

t h e i r  m i d s t .

W h e n  t h i s  l o r d ’ o f  t h e  b o d y ,  s t a n d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  b o d y  d e p a r t s ;  

w h e n  h e  i s  l i b e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  b o d y ,  w h a t  i s  l e f t ?  H e  i s  t h a t  S e l f .

N o  m o r t a l  l i v e s  b y  t h e  l i f e - b r e a t h ,  n o r  b y  t h e  d o w n w a r d  b r e a t h .

B u t  b y  a n o t h e r  t h e y  l i v e ,  i n  w h o m  t h e s e  t w o  r e s t .

T h i s  s e c r e t  i m m e m o r i a l  E t e r n a l ,  I  s h a l l  d e c l a r e  t o  t h e e ;  a n d  h o w  

t h e  S e l f  i s ,  o n  a t t a i n i n g  d e a t h ,  O  G a u t a m a .

S o m e  c o m e  t o  t h e  w o m b ,  f o r  t h e  e m b o d y i n g  o f  t h a t  l o r d  o f  t h e  

b o d y .  O t h e r s  r e a c h  t h e  r e s t i n g  p l a c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  d e e d s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

l a w .

T h e  s p i r i t  t h a t  w a k e s  i n  t h o s e  t h a t  d r e a m ;  m o u l d i n g  d e s i r e  a f t e r  

d e s i r e ;  i s  t h a t  b r i g h t  o n e ,  t h a t  e t e r n a l ;  t h a t  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  i m m o r t a l  o n e .

I n  t h i s  a l l  t h e  w o r l d s  r e s t ,  n o r  d o e s  a n y  g o  b e y o n d  i t .  T h i s  i s  t h a t  

S e l f .

A s  f i r e ,  b e i n g  o n e ,  o n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  w o r l d ,  i s  a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  f o r m  

a f t e r  f o r m ; s o  t h e  i n n e r  S e l f  o f  a l l  b e i n g  i s  a s s i m i l a t e d  t o  f o r m  a f t e r  

f o r m ,  a n d  y e t  r e m a i n s  o u t s i d e  t h e m .

A s  t h e  s u n ,  t h e  e y e  o f  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ,  i s  n o t  s m e a r e d  b y  v i s i b l e  o u t e r  

s t a i n s ;  s o  t h e  i n n e r  S e l f  o f  a l l  b e i n g  i s  n o t  s m i r c h e d  b y  t h e  s o r r o w  o f  

t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  r e m a i n s  o u t s i d e  i t .

T h e  o n e  r u l e r ,  t h e  i n n e r  S e l f  o f  a l l  b e i n g ,  w h o  m a k e s  o n e  f o r m  

m a n i f o l d ;  t h e  w i s e  w h o  b e h o l d  h i m  w i t h i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r s  i s  h a p p i ­

n e s s ,  a n d  n o t  o t h e r s ’ .

T h e  d u r a b l e  a m o n g  u n d u r a b l e s ; t h e  s o u l  o f  s o u l s ,  w h o  t h o u g h  o n e ,  

d i s p o s e s  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  m a n y ;  t h e  w i s e  w h o  b e h o l d  h i m  w i t h i n  t h e m ­

s e l v e s ,  t h e i r s  i s  e v e r l a s t i n g  p e a c e ,  a n d  n o t  o t h e r s ’ .

T h i s  i s  t h a t ,  t h e y  t h i n k ,  t h e  u n i n d i c a b l e  s u p r e m e  j o y .  H o w  t h e n  

m a y  I  k n o w ,  w h e t h e r  t h i s  s h i n e s  o r  b o r r o w s  i t s  l i g h t ?  N o  s u n  s h i n e s  

t h e r e ,  n o r  t h e  m o o n  a n d  s t a r s ;  n o r  l i g h t n i n g s ,  n o r  f i r e  l i k e  t h i s .  A l l



v e r i l y  s h i n e s  a f t e r  t h a t  s h i n i n g .  F r o m  t h e  s h i n i n g  o f  t h a t  [ S e l f ]  a l l  

t h i s  b o r r o w s  l i g h t .

R o o t e d  a b o v e ,  w i t h  b r a n c h e s  b e l o w ,  i s  t h i s  i m m e m o r i a l  T r e e .  I t  i s  

t h a t  b r i g h t  o n e ,  t h a t  E t e r n a l ;  i t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  i m m o r t a l .  I n  i t  a l l  t h e  

w o r l d s  r e s t ;  n o r  d o e s  a n y  g o  b e y o n d  i t .  I t  i s  t h a t  S e l f .

A l l  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s ,  m o v e s  i n  l i f e ,  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  i t .  I t  i s  

t h e ' g r e a t  f e a r ,  t h e  u p r a i s e d  t h u n d e r b o l t .  T h e y  w h o  h a v e  s e e n  i t ,  

b e c o m e  i m m o r t a l .

T h r o u g h  f e a r  o f  t h i s ,  f i r e  b u r n s ;  t h r o u g h  f e a r  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  s u n  

g l o w s ;  t h r o u g h  f e a r  o f  i t ,  I n d r a  a n d  V & y u ;  a n d  D e a t h  r u n s ,  a s  f i f t h .

I f  o n e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t  h e r e ,  b e f o r e  t h e  b o d y ' s  

d e c a y ,  h e  b u i l d s  f o r  r e e m b o d i m e n t  i n  t h e  m a n i f e s t e d  w o r l d s .

A s  i n  a  m i r r o r ,  t h i s  [ E t e r n a l ]  i s  s e e n  i n  t h e  S e l f ;  a s  i n  a  d r e a m ,  i t  

i s  s e e n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s ; a s  i n  t h e  w a t e r s  a r o u n d ,  i t  i s  s e e n  

i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  s y l p h s ;  a s  t h e  l i g h t  a n d  t h e  s h a d o w ,  i t  i s  s e e n  i n  t h e  

w o r l d  o f  t h e  E t e r n a l .

T h e  w i s e  m a n ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  o u t w a r d  l i f e  o f  t h e  s e n s e s ,  a n d  

o f  e x t e r n a l  t h i n g s ,  h a s  i t s  r i s i n g  a n d  s e t t i n g ,  g r i e v e s  n o t  f o r  i t .

M i n d  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  s e n s e s ;  t h e  r e a l  [ B u d d h i ]  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  

m i n d ;  t h a n  t h i s  r e a l ,  t h e  g r e a t  S e l f  i s  h i g h e r ;  a n d  t h a n  t h e  g r e a t ,  t h e  

u n m a n i f e s t e d  i s  h i g h e r .

T h a n  t h e  u n m a n i f e s t e d ,  t h e  s p i r i t  i s  h i g h e r ,  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  f o r m ­

l e s s  o n e ;  k n o w i n g  w h i c h  a  b e i n g  i s  r e l e a s e d ,  a n d  g o e s  t o  i m m o r t a l i t y .

T h e  f o r m  o f  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  s t a n d  v i s i b l e ,  n o r  d o e s  a n y o n e  b e h o l d  i t  

w i t h  t h e  e y e .  B y  t h e  h e a r t ,  t h e  s o u l ,  t h e  m i n d ,  i t  i s  g r a s p e d ;  a n d  t h o s e  

w h o  k n o w  i t  b e c o m e  i m m o r t a l .

W h e n  t h e  f i v e  p e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  m i n d  a r e  s t e a d i e d ;  a n d  w h e n  t h e  

s o u l  [ B u d d h i ]  i s  u n d i s t u r b e d ,  t h i s ,  t h e y  s a y ,  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  w a y .

T h i s  t h e y  t h i n k  t o  b e  U n i o n  [ Y o g a ] ,  t h e  f i r m  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  

s e n s e s .  U n p e r t u r b e d  i s  t h i s  U n i o n ,  f r e e  f r o m  e b b  a n d  f l o w .

N o r  b y  s p e e c h ,  n o r  b y  m i n d  c a n  i t  b e  o b t a i n e d ;  n o r  b y  s i g h t .  I t  

i s  o b t a i n e d  b y  h i m  w h o  c a n  a f f i r m  " i t  i s ” ; h o w  e l s e  c o u l d  i t  b e  g a i n e d ?

I t  i s  t o  b e  g a i n e d  b y  a f f i r m i n g  “ i t  i s ” ; a n d  b y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i t s  

t r u e  n a t u r e .  O f  h i m  w h o  o b t a i n s  i t  b y  a f f i r m i n g  “ i t  i s , ”  t h e  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  f i n d s  r e s t .

W h e n  a l l  d e s i r e s  t h a t  d w e l l  i n  h i s  h e a r t  a r e  l e t  g o ,  t h e  m o r t a l  

b e c o m e s  i m m o r t a l ,  a n d  r e a c h e s  t h e  E t e r n a l .

W h e n  a l l  t h e  k n o t s  o f  h i s  h e a r t  a r e  u n t i e d ,  t h e  m o r t a l  b e c o m e s  

i m m o r t a l .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t e a c h i n g .

A  h u n d r e d  a n d  o n e  a r e  t h e  h e a r t ’ s  c h a n n e l s ;  o f  t h e s e  o n e  p a s s e s  

t o  t h e  c r o w n .  G o i n g  u p  b y  t h i s ,  h e  c o m e s  t o  t h e  i m m o r t a l .  T h e  

o t h e r s  l e a d  h i t h e r  a n d  t h i t h e r .

T h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  a  f i n g e r ,  t h e  i n n e r  S e l f  e v e r  d w e l l s  i n

I I I .



t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m e n .  L e t  h i m  d e t a c h  t h i s  s p i r i t  f r o m  t h e  b o d y ,  f i r m l y ,  

l i k e  t h e  p i t h  f r o m  a  r e e d .

L e t  h i m  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  b r i g h t  o n e ,  t h e  i m m o r t a l .  L e t  h i m  

k n o w  i t  i s  t h e  b r i g h t  o n e ,  t h e  i m m o r t a l .

N a c h i k e t a s  t h u s  h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  d e c l a r e d  b y  D e a t h ,  

a n d  t h e  w h o l e  l a w  o f  U n i o n ,  b e c a m e  a  p a s s i o n l e s s  d w e l l e r  i n  t h e  E t e r n a l ,  

a n d  d e a t h l e s s ;  a n d  s o  m a y  a n o t h e r  w h o  p e r c e i v e s  t h e  S e l f .

( T h u s  t h e  K a t h a  U p a n i s h a d  i s  e n d e d . )  C .  J .

^ h t  I k l t t o a n - a s - , $ a f a ,  o r  b r e t h r e n  o f
“  ^ I  ' H E  p r o p e r t i e s  w h e r e b y  m a n  r e i g n s  a s c e n d a n t  o v e r  t h e  b r u t e

1 c r e a t i o n ,  a r e  v a r i e d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  

n a t u r e ,  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  f i f t y - o n e  w o r k s ;  a n d  t h e  a i m  i n  

t h i s  t r e a t i s e  h a s  b e e n  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  . . . t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  k n o w l e d g e

a n d  t r u e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  B e i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  b y  o b s e r v i n g  

t h e s e  t h e  t h o u g h t l e s s  a n d  n e g l i g e n t  m i g h t  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

a c q u i r e  p e r f e c t i o n . ” — E x t r a c t  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r k s  o f  t h e  I k h w a n - a s -  

S a f d .

T h e  t i m e  w h i c h  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  t h e  g r e a t  d y n a s t y  o f  t h e  

' O m a i y i d e s  u n d e r  t h e  m i g h t y  b l o w s  o f  I b r a h i m — g r e a t - g r a n d s o n  o f  

4A b b a s ,  t h e  u n c l e  o f  A r a b i a ’ s  P r o p h e t — a n d  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  s u r n a m e d  

A s  S u f f iL ,  t h e  “ S h e d d e r  o f  B l o o d , ”  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  

o f  t h e  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  e r a  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A r a b s .

W h e n  t h e  b l a c k  b a n n e r s  o f  ‘ A b b & s  r o s e  v i c t o r i o u s — a n d  m e r c i l e s s  

— o v e r  t h e  s n o w - w h i t e  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e n  c r i m s o n  w i t h  b l o o d ,  o f  t h e  B e n u  

‘ O m a i y y a ,  w h e n  M e r w & n  I I ,  t h e  d e  j u r e  K h a l i f a  { i .e .,  s u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  

P r o p h e t ) ,  v a i n l y  f l e d  t o  E g y p t  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  r e l e n t l e s s  k n i v e s  o f  t h e  

h i r e l i n g s  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  “ s u c c e s s o r , ”  a n d  a t  l a s t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  k e e n -  

e d g e d  b l e s s i n g  a n d  p e a c e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ’ s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  a . d .  7 5 0 ,  

t h a t  p e r i o d  d a w n e d  w h i c h  r e n d e r e d  t h e  “ S o n s  o f  t h e  D e s e r t ”  a s  f a m o u s  

a m o n g s t  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  f o r  t h e i r  l o f t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c h i e v e ­

m e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  r e n o w n e d  f o r  t h e i r  s u r p a s s i n g  v a l o u r  i n  b a t t l e  

a n d  t h e i r  s i m p l e ,  m a n l y  c r e e d .

I t  i s  t h e  a f t e r - g l o w  o f  t h e  e f f u l g e n t  s u n  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d  w h i c h  

i l l u m i n a t e d  E u r o p e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  a n d  t o  t h a t  

r a d i a n c e  m u c h  o f  W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e ,  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  

i s  d u e .  T h i s  f a c t  i s  r a r e l y  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d .

T h e  ‘ O m a i y i d e  K h a l i f s  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  p a t r o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  b u t ,  i n  

t h e i r  t i m e ,  l e a r n i n g  m a y  b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s t i l l  i n  a  v e r y  r u d i m e n t a r y  

s t a g e  a m o n g s t  t h e  A r a b s ,  t h o u g h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p o e t s ,  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  

f e m a l e ,  a b o u n d e d .  I n  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  ‘ O m a i y i d e  d y n a s t y ,  w e  m u s t  

n o t  f o r g e t  t o  m e n t i o n  K h & l i d ,  a  p r i n c e  o f  t h a t  r o y a l  h o u s e ,  w h o  h a d



p r e f e r r e d  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  t o  t h e  c a r e s  a n d  

h o l l o w  j o y s  o f  t h e  t h r o n e .  H e  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  s e v e r a l  w o r k s  o n  

C h e m i s t r y  a n d  A l c h e m y ,  a n d  w a s  t h e  m o s t  l e a r n e d  m a n ,  a m o n g s t  t h e  

A r a b s ,  o f  h i s  a g e .  I t  i s  o w i n g  t o  h i s  z e a l  t h a t  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  S y r i a c  

a n d  G r e e k  w o r k s  w e r e  t h e n  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  A r a b i c .

T h e s e  t r a n s l a t i o n s — e v e n  f r o m  S a n s k r i t — w e r e  m a d e  i n  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  K h a l i f s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f  

‘ A b b & s ,  a n d  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r  t h o s e  g r e a t  p a t r o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  A l  

M a n s u r  ( a . d . 7 5 4 - 7 7 5 ) .  A l  M a h d i  ( a . d . 7 7 5 - 7 8 5 ) ,  H a r f i n - a r - R a s h i d — o f  

“ A r a b i a n  N i g h t s ”  a n d  B a r m e c i d e  f a m e — ( a . d . 7 8 6 - 8 0 9 ) ,  a n d  t h e  g l o r i o u s  

A l  M a m u n  ( a . d . 8 1 2 - 8 3 3 ) .

T h e  w o r k s  o f  A r i s t o t e l e s  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t r a n s l a t e d ,  a n d  s o  

t h o r o u g h l y  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  w e r e  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  t h a t  

h i s  m o s t  n o t e w o r t h y  c o m m e n t a t o r s  w e r e  a l s o  r e n d e r e d  i n t o  A r a b i c ;  

t h u s  f ° r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  A l e x a n d r i n e  c o m m e n t a t o r s  A l e x a n d e r  A p h r o -  

d i n i e n s i s  a n d  T h e m i s t i u s ,  a n d  t h e  N e o - p l a t o n i s t s  P o r p h y r i u s  a n d  

A m m o n i u s .

I t  w o u l d  s e r v e  n o  p u r p o s e  t o  c i t e  a  l i s t  o f  t h a t  v e r i t a b l e  h o s t  o f  

A r a b  s c h o l a r s ,  l e a r n e d  i n  A s t r o l o g y ,  A s t r o n o m y ,  A l c h e m y ,  C h e m i s t r y ,  

M e d i c i n e ,  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  P h i l o s o p h y  a n d  P h i l o l o g y ,  t h a t  o p e n e d  t h e  e r a  

u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e i r  n a m e s  a r e  u n f a m i l i a r  a n d  h a r s h - s o u n d i n g  t o  

E u r o p e a n  e a r s .  M e n t i o n  s h a l l  o n l y  b e  m a d e  o f  J a a f a r - a s - S & d i k ,  t h e  

r e p u t e d  f a t h e r  o f  a l l  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e s  i n  I s l d m ,  b e c a u s e  g e n e r a l l y  h e  i s  

n a m e d  s o  r a r e l y .

W h e n  w e  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a . d . ,  w e  m e e t  

n a m e s  t h a t  a r e  e v e n  f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  r e a d e r ,  i n  a  c o r r u p t .  

E u r o p e a n i z e d  f o r m .  W e  r e f e r  t o  t h o s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g i a n t s  o f  e n c y c l o ­

p a e d i c  k n o w l e d g e ,  w h o  h a v e  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  W e s t e r n  l e a r n i n g :

A b u  J d s u f  I b n  I s h & k  o f  t h e  t r i b e  o f  K e n d d ,  k n o w n  a s  A l  K e n d i ,  

a n d  i n  E u r o p e  a s  A l c h e n d i u s ;  A b u  N a s r  A l - F d r a b i ,  a s  l e a r n e d  a s  h e  

w a s  p i o u s ,  l a t i n i z e d  i n t o  A l f a r a b i u s ;  I b n  S i n a ,  s t y l e d  A v i c e n n a ,  t h a t  

m i r a c l e  o f  p r e c o c i t y  a n d  v a s t  l e a r n i n g ,  w h o s e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  p h i l o s o p h y  

d i d  n o t  t e a c h  h i m  t o  l i v e  w e l l ,  a n d  w h o s e  r e m a r k a b l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

m e d i c i n e  d i d  n o t  e n a b l e  h i m  t o  l i v e  l o n g ;  l a t e r ,  I b n  B a j a h  o f  S a r a g o s s a ,  

k n o w n  u n d e r  t h e  E u r o p e a n  n a m e  o f  A v e m p a c e ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  A r a b  o f  

S p a i n ,  A b u l  W d l i d  M u h a m m a d  b i n  R a s h i d ,  o f  C o r d o v a ,  w h i c h  n a m e  t h e  

a t r o p h i e d  o r g a n s  o f  s p e e c h  o f  E u r o p e a n s  h a v e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  A v e r r o e s .

T h i s  r e c i t a l  o f  t h e  n a m e s  o f  A r a b i a ’ s  s a g e s  h a s  b r o u g h t  u s ,  a s  w i l l  

b e  o b s e r v e d ,  i n t o  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e  A r a b s  o f  S p a i n ,  

r u l e d  b y  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  ‘ O m a i y i d e s  w h o  w e r e  e v e n  g r e a t e r  l o v e r s  o f  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s  t h a n  t h e  p r i n c e s  t h a t  s w a y e d  a  m i g h t y  e m p i r e  a t  

B a s r a  a n d  B a g h d a d .

A b o u t  t h e  t e n t h  a n d  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  a . d . ,  t h e  v a s t  s t o r e s  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  g a t h e r e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  s a v a n t s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s  o f  

r e s e a r c h ,  w e r e  p e r c e i v e d  t o  p r e s e n t  c o m m o n  f e a t u r e s  a n d  a n a l o g i e s ;  i t



w a s  s e e n  a n d  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  s c i e n c e s  w e r e  m e r e l y  c o n v e n i e n t  

d i v i s i o n s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  l i m i t e d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  i n t e l l e c t ;  

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m e r e l y  t h e  t i n y  p e b b l e s  f o r m i n g  t h e  g l o r i o u s  m o s a i c  o f  

U n i v e r s a l  T r u t h  a n d  U n i v e r s a l  L a w ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e ,  a r o s e  t h a t  f a m o u s  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  t h e  “  I k h w & n - a s - S a f d , ”  

t h e  “  B r e t h r e n  o f  P u r i t y , ”  w h i c h  s u c c e e d e d  i n  u n i t i n g  a l l  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

k n o w l e d g e ,  i n  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  l e a r n i n g ,  i n t o  o n e  h a r m o n i o u s  w h o l e ; i t  

w a s  a  B r o t h e r h o o d  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  m e n  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  

w h o  e i t h e r  b e l o n g e d  t o  i t  s e c r e t l y  o r  o p e n l y ,  o r  w e r e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  i t  

e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ;  m e n  o f  “ h e a d - l e a r n i n g ”  a n d  “ h e a r t -  

l e a r n i n g ”  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  b y  t h e  e t e r n a l  b o n d  o f  l o v e  o f  T r u t h .

W h e t h e r  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  “  s i n c e r e  f r i e n d s , ”  t h i s  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n s e l f i s h  d e v o t i o n ,  t h i s  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a m o n g s t  

t h e  A r a b s  o f  t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a . d . ,  c a m e  s u d d e n l y  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  

o r  w h e t h e r  i t s  s e c r e t  l i f e  d a t e d  b a c k  s o m e  c e n t u r i e s ,  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  

n o  o n e  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s o l v e  a n d  w h i c h  i s  l e f t  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h ;  

n e i t h e r  i s  i t  k n o w n  w h o  w e r e  t h e  r e a l  f o u n d e r s  t h a t  h a d  s u p p l i e d  t h e  

o r g a n i s m  w i t h  i t s  p e r i o d  o f  v i t a l i t y .  A g a i n ,  t h o u g h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

t h e  “ B r e t h r e n ”  i s  h a n d e d  d o w n  i n  f i f t y - o n e  t r e a t i s e s ,  w h o  k n o w s  w h a t  

o t h e r  k n o w l e d g e  w a s  t h e i r s ,  w h a t  o t h e r  t e a c h i n g  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  

o u t  “ u n o f f i c i a l l y , ”  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  “ t a u g h t  i n  s e c r e t ” ?

I t  i s  n o t  p r o p o s e d  h e r e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e s e  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o r  t o  t h e o r i z e  

o n  t h e  p r o b a b l e  p r e s e n t  h e i r s ,  i u  A r a b i a ,  t o  t h e  W i s d o m  o f  t h e  

“ B r e t h r e n . ”  W e  w i l l  p r o c e e d  t o  e x a m i n e  s o m e  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  h a n d e d  

d o w n  t o  u s  a n d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  w h o  p o s s e s s  a  k n o w l e d g e  

o f  A r a b i c .

I n  E u r o p e ,  D i e t e r i d  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a s  h e  

h a s  b o t h  e d i t e d  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  ( i n t o  G e r m a n )  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  t e x t s .  

P r o f .  A u g .  W i i n s c h e  h a s  a l s o  r e c e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  i n  G e r m a n ,  a  m o n o ­

g r a p h  o n  t h e  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  A r a b s ,  w h i c h  h i n g e s  m a i n l y  o n  t h e  

I k h w & n - a s - S a f H .

A  H i n d u s t a n i  v e r s i o n ,  w i t h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  i n t o  E n g l i s h ,  e x i s t s  o f  

o n e  o f  t h e  w o r k s  o f  t h e  “ B r e t h r e n , ”  i n  w h i c h  m a n ,  o n  t h e  o n e  s i d e ,  

a n d  t h e  a n i m a l  w o r l d  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

d e f e n d a n t  a n d  p l a i u t i f f ,  b e f o r e  t h e  K i n g  o f  t h e  G e n i i .  T h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  

a s s u m e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e ,  “ I k h w & n - a s - S a f i l , ”  a n d  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m i s ­

l e a d i n g  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  “ B r e t h r e n , "  P r o f s .  

D i e t e r i c i  a n d  W i i n s c h e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  f r e e l y  c o n s u l t e d .  T h e  a l l e g o r y  

c o n c l u d i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  A r a b i c .  I n  n o n e  

o f  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  h a s  a n  a t t e m p t  b e e n  m a d e  t o  g i v e  a u g h t  b u t  a  s i m p l e  

l i t e r a l  r e n d e r i n g .  A  r u n n i n g  c o m m e n t a r y  a n d  e s o t e r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

i f  a n y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  p a r a l l e l  t e a c h i n g ,  w o u l d ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  

r e q u i r e  m o r e  t i m e ,  s p a c e ,  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p  t h a n  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  m a y  

t h e r e f o r e  b e  p o s t p o n e d  t o  a  f u t u r e  o c c a s i o n .



T h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  I k h w d n - a s - S a f i  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  S o u l  

o r  W o r l d - S o u l  i s  b a s e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  o n  t h ?  P y t h a g o r e a n  a n d  N e o p y t h a -  

g o r e a n  t h e o r y  t h a t  n u m b e r s  a r e  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  

t h a t  n u m b e r s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h i n g s .  F r o m  t h e s e  p r e m i s s e s  a r i s e s  t h e  

i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  A l l  i n  i t s  m u l t i p l e  v a r i e t y  h a s  e v o l v e d  f r o m  t h e  O n e  

o r  U n i t y ,  a s  t h e  n i n e  n u m e r a l s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  o n e . 

T h e  f i r s t  s t e p ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  n u m e r a l  o n e , w h i c h  i s  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  u n d e r l y i n g  n u m b e r s ,  i s  G o d ,  w h o  m a y  e i t h e r  b e  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  F i r s t  P r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e ,  o r  t h e  r b  ov— t h e  B e - n e s s ,  

d a s  S e i e n d e — o f  t h e  N e o p l a t o n i s t s ,  o r  " T h e  O n e , ”  r o  i v .  o f  t h e  N e o -  

p y t h a g o r e a n s .  E m a n a t i n g  f r o m  h i m  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  s t e p ,  " R e a s o n "  

( ‘ A k l ,  R a t i o ) ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  n u m e r a l  tw o  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  i n ­

f l u e n c e  o f  d i v i n e  r e a s o n .  T h e  t h i r d  s t e p  o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  N a f s ,  w h i c h  

i s  t h e  s o u l  o f  a l l ,  A n i m a ,  tfn>xn, p e r h a p s  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  J i v a .  I t  i s  

t h e  f o r c e  w h i c h  c a u s e s  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  l i f e  a n d  w h i c h  i n f l u e n c e s  a l l  

t h i n g s .  F r o m  N a f s  e v o l v e s  t h e  f o u r t h  s t a g e ,  A l  H a y y u l a  a l  O l a ,  w h i c h  

i s  f i r s t  m a t t e r ,  r p io r i)  8A17, o r  r a t h e r  t h e  id e a  o x  f o r m  o f  m a t t e r ,  f o r  i t  i s  n o t  

g r o s s l y  m a t e r i a l  o r  c o r p o r e a l .  I t  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  cZSoc o f  A r i s t o t e l e s ,  o r ,  

p e r h a p s  a l s o ,  t h e  IS ta  o f  P l a t o ;  t h i s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  n u m e r a l  f o u r .

W i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  s u b s t a n c e  (irp u m ) SX if) e n d s  w h a t  m i g h t  b e  t e r m e d  

t h e  i m m a t e r i a l ,  n o n - c o r p o r e a l ,  u n  m a n i f e s t  a n d  i d e a l  c r e a t i o n .  S u c ­

c e e d i n g  t h i s  t h e  w o r l d  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  p e r c e i v e d  b y  t h e  s e n s e s  c o m ­

m e n c e s .  E m a n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  irpvrnj vK tj i s  t h e  " S e c o n d  S u b s t a n c e , ”  

A l  H a y y u l a  a t h t h & n y a  ( f j S o rr ip ti S A ij)  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  a s  J i s m  o r  " b o d y , ”  

t h a t  i s ,  p r i m e  e l e m e n t .  T h i s  S e c o n d  S u b s t a n c e  h a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

o f  l e n g t h ,  b r e a d t h ,  a n d  d e p t h ,  a n d  f r o m  i t  t h e  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  w o r l d  

e v o l v e s ,  a s  t h e  s i x t h  s t e p — A l  ‘ A l a m ,  *007x05— p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  

f o r m ,  i t s e l f  b e i n g  o f  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  f o r m ,  v i z . ,  s p h e r i c a l .  S t e p  s e v e n  

p r o c e e d s  f r o m  A l  ‘ A l a m ,  a n d  m a y b e  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  " N a t u r e ”  ( A t  t a b i * a ) .  

I t  i s  a  f o r c e  p e r v a d i n g  s p a c e  a n d  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  e a r t h  t o  i t s  c e n t r e .  

I t  i s  t h r o u g h  A t  t a b i ' a ,  “ N a t u r e , ”  t h a t  t h e  " S o u l  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e , ”  t h e  

" A l l  S o u l , ”  a c t s  o n  t h e  e i g h t h  e m a n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f o u r  

e l e m e n t s  ( A r k d n ,  l i t . ,  p i l l a r s ,  o r o i x « a ) ,  a l s o  t e r m e d  U m m a h & t  o r  

" M o t h e r s . ” t
F r o m  t h e s e  d e v e l o p s  t h e  w o r l d  a s  w e  s e e  i t ; t h e  w o r l d  o f  m a n i f e s t a ­

t i o n ,  d e s c r i b a b l e  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  m a t t e r  a s  t h e  " W o r l d  o f  B e i n g  

o r  E x i s t e n c e ”  ( K  d i n  S t  m u k a w w a n & t ) .

D i r e c t i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e v o l v e d  o r  m a n i f e s t  U n i v e r s e  t h e  

" B r e t h r e n ”  t e a c h  i n  o n e  o f  t h e i r  t r e a t i s e s  ( h e r e w i t h  r e n d e r e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  m e d i u m  o f  D i e t e r i c i )  a s  f o l l o w s :

" K n o w ,  O  g o o d  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  b r o t h e r ,  w h o m  G o d  s t r e n g t h e n  

w i t h  H i s  S p i r i t ,  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s e  i s ,  i n  i t s  t o t a l i t y ,  a  s p h e r e .

" I t  i s  d i v i s i b l e  i n t o  e l e v e n  p l a n e s .  S e v e n  a r e  r o u n d ,  h o l l o w ,  t r a n s ­

p a r e n t  s p h e r e s ,  w h o s e  s t a r s  a r e  a l s o  r o u n d  b a l l s .  T h e i r  m o v e m e n t s  a r e  

a l l  c i r c u l a r .  . . .



" T h e  e a r t h  w i t h  i t s  s e a s  a n d  m o u n t a i n s  i s  a  s p h e r e .  M o u n t a i n s  

a n d  r i v e r s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a r e ,  o n  c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  l i k e  

a  s e g m e n t  o f  a  c i r c l e ,  a n d  t h e  o c e a n s  r e s e m b l e  a  p e e l  o r  s h e l l  o f  t h e  

r o u n d i n g  s u r f a c e .

" I n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a r e  m o s t  t h i n g s  a l s o  s p h e r i c a l  a n d  r o u n d ,  a s ,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  m o s t  f r u i t s  a n d  l e a v e s ,  k e r n e l s  a n d  b l o s s o m s .  . . .

“  I n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  w h a t e v e r  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  r u n s  i n  c i r c l e s ,  

s o  t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  o n e  t h i n g  i s  e v e r  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  

o f  t h e  o t h e r .  T h e  s e a s o n s  p a s s  f r o m  w i n t e r  t o  s p r i n g ,  f r o m  s p r i n g  t o  

s u m m e r ,  f r o m  s u m m e r  t o  a u t u m n ,  f r o m  a u t u m n  t o  w i n t e r .  T h e  s a m e  

a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  a r o u n d  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  t h e  m o d i f i ­

c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o u r  e l e m e n t s .

“ I t  i s  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  r i v e r  a n d  s e a ,  

m i s t  a n d  r a i n ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  i n d e e d  l i k e  a n  e t e r n a l l y  r e v o l v i n g  w h e e l .  

M i s t  a n d  c l o u d s  a r e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  v a p o u r s  r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  

r i v e r s ;  t h e n  t h e  b l o w i n g  w i n d s  d r i v e  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  c l o u d s  o v e r  d r y  

t r a c t s  a n d  t h e  s u m m i t s  o f  m o u n t a i n s ,  w h e r e u p o n  i t  r a i n s  t h e r e .  T h e  

r i v u l e t s  t h e n ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  w e n d  t h e i r  w a y  t o  t h e  s e a ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r i s e  

a g a i n  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  a s  v a p o u r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e c r e e  o f  t h e  A l m i g h t y .

“ S i m i l a r l y  t h e  p l a n t ,  f o r m e d  o f  e a r t h ,  w a t e r ,  a i r  a n d  f i r e ,  r e t u r n s  

a n d  i s  r e - d i s s o l v e d  i u t o  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  i t s  w h e e l - l i k e  c o u r s e .  . . .

“ T h i s  h a p p e n s  t h u s :  T h e  p l a n t  w i t h  i t s  f i n e  r o o t s  i m b i b e s  t h e  

t e n d e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  f o r m s  f r o m  t h e m  l e a f  a n d  s t a l k .  

A n i m a l s  d e v o u r  t h e  p l a n t  f o r  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  t h e y  c h a n g e ,  i n  t h e i r  b o d i e s ,  

s o m e  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  t o  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d ;  o t h e r s  a r e  r e j e c t e d  a s  e x c r e t a .  

T h e  l a t t e r  a r e  c a r r i e d  a g a i n  t o  t h e  r o o t s  o f  p l a n t s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  

d e r i v e  n o u r i s h m e n t  t h e r e f r o m  a n d  p r o d u c e  a f r e s h  l e a f  a n d  f r u i t ,  i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  a n i m a l  m a y  a g a i n  d e v o u r  t h e m .  O b s e r v i n g  t h i s  w e l l ,  i t  

i s  a g a i n  l i k e  a  c i r c l i n g  w h e e l .

“ T h e  b o d i e s  o f  a n i m a l s  a l l  r e t u r n  t o  d u s t ,  t h e y  d e c a y  a n d  b e c o m e  

d u s t  f r o m  w h i c h  p l a n t s  a r e  p r o d u c e d ;  t h e s e  b e c o m e  a n i m a l s .  A s  w e  

h a v e  s h o w n  i t .  i t  i s  a  w h e e l  t h a t  c i r c l e s .

“ A l s o  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m a n ,  t h i s  i s  a p p l i c a b l e .  . . .

“ R e g a r d i n g  m i n e r a l s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o r  l o w e s t  g r a d e  i s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  

d u s t  a n d  t h e  l a s t  w i t h  t h e  p l a n t s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  h i g h e s t  o r d e r  o f  p l a n t s  i s  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a n i m a l ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  o r d e r  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  w i t h  m a n ,  

a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  o r d e r  o f  m a n  w i t h  t h e  a n g e l s .  A l s o  a n g e l s  h a v e  

d i f f e r e n t  g r a d e s  a n d  o r d e r s ,  s o  t h a t  a l w a y s  t h e  e n d  o f  o n e  g r a d e  i s  

l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  o t h e r s . ”

T h e  t r e a t i s e  t h e n  p r o c e e d s  t o  p r o v e  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a d d u c i n g  

e x a m p l e s  o f  p l a n t s  b a r e l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  m i n e r a l s ,  a n d  p l a c i n g  

p l a n t s  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  s e x  n e a r e s t  i n  r a n k  t o  a n i m a l s ,  a s  

a l s o  p a r a s i t i c  p l a n t s ,  a p t l y  c o m p a r e d  t o  w o r m s .  P l a n t s  a r e  s h o w n  t o  

p o s s e s s ,  i n  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t o u c h , w i t h o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e i n g



su b je ct to  th e  sensation  o f  pain , as it  w ould  n o t h a v e  been in c o n ­

fo rm ity  w ith  th e  w isd om  o f  th e  D eity  to  su b je ct to  su fferin g  th a t w h ich  

h as n o t th e  p o w er o f  escap e o r  d efen ce. W o rm s, it is rem arked , p o ssess  

n e ith er h e a r in g  n o r s ig h t;  b u t th e  sen se  o f  touch is  d eve lo p ed  in th em  

to  th e  h ig h e st d egree.

“ T h e  g ra d e  o f m an, in so  far as it is  th e  treasu re h ouse o f  a ll e x ­

ce lle n ce  and th e fo u n tain  o f  v irtu es, d oes n o t form  th e  d evelo p m en t, o r  

im m ed ia te ly  su c c e e d in g  grad e, o f  one sp e cie s  o f  an im als, b u t it  is  th e  

cro w n  o f  a la rg e  n u m b er.”  T h e  ape, h orse, e lep h an t, p arrot, bee, a n d  

o th ers  are th en  c ited , as re se m b lin g  m an in  som e o f  th e ir  c h a ra cte ris tics .

“ T h e  an im als  o f  w hom  m an m ak es use, o n ly  accu stom  th e m se lv e s  

to m an, b ecau se  a re la tio n sh ip  e x is ts  b etw een  th e ir  so u ls  an d  th e  so u l 

o f  m an. . . .

“ T h e s e  a n im a ls  are  o f  th e  h ig h e s t and final g ra d e  an d  n ear to  th e  

gra d e  o f  m an, becau se hum an v irtu e s  a re  re co g n iza b le  in  th em . . . .

“ A s  w e  h a v e  d escrib ed  th e  h ig h e st g ra d e  o f  an im als, a p p ro a c h in g  

m an, w e  w ill  n o w  a lso  treat o f  th e  lo w e st g ra d e  o f  m an  n e a r  to  th e  

an im als.

“ T h is  g ra d e  is  form ed b y  th o se  m en w h o  o n ly  k n o w  o f  th e th in g s  

o f  th e  senses, w h o  can  o n ly  c o n ce iv e  co rp o rea l p o ssessio n s an d  o n ly  

s tr iv e  for th e  w e ll-b e in g  o f  th e ir  b odies.

“ T h e y  o n ly  c ra v e  for th is  w o rld  an d  d e sire  to  rem ain  in  it  for e v e r , 

th o u g h  th e y  k n o w  th a t th is  is  n o t p o ssib le . T h e y  h a v e  o n ly  th e  lu s t  

o f  food an d  d r in k  l ik e  a n im a ls; th e ir  m ain  d esire  is  in  th e d irectio n  o f  

p ro p a g a tin g  th e ir  sp ecies  an d  th e  sa tisfactio n  o f  th e ir  senses, l ik e  

sw in e  and asses; th e y  o n ly  se e k  trea su res  cap a b le  o f  u tiliza tio n  in  th is  

w o rld . T h e y  c o lle c t  th a t o f  w h ich  th e y  a re  n o t in  need , lik e  th e  an t, 

an d  lo v e  th a t w h ic h  is  o f  n o  real u se  to  th em , l ik e  m agp ies. T h e y  o n ly  

k n o w  a d o rn m en t and sp len d o u r o f  d ress, l ik e  th e  p ea co ck . T h e y  h u n t  

a fte r  th e d re g s  o f  th is  w o rld  lik e  cu rs  a fte r  carrio n .

“ T h o u g h  th e ir  e x te r io r  sh ap e  is  th a t o f  m an, y e t  th e  d eed s o f  th e ir  

so u ls  are  o n ly  th o se  o f  th e  an im al an d  p la n t sou l.

“ T h e  g ra d e  o f  m an, w h ich  is  n ea r u n to  th e  a n g e ls , is th e  g ra d e  o f  

th o se  w h o se so u l h as aw a k en ed  from  th e  sleep  o f  fo lly  to  th e  life  o f  

re a lity ; th e y  p o ssess a  c le a r  e y e  an d  p e rc e iv e  b y  th e l ig h t  o f  th e ir  

h earts  th e  sp ir itu a l th in g s  th a t are  h id d en  to  th e  senses. B y  th e  p u r ity  

o f  th e ir  essen ce  th e y  h a v e  co n scio u s k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  w o rld  o f  s p ir its  

and lo fty  in te llig e n c e s ; th e y  g ra sp  th e  n a tu re  o f  th o se  b e in g s, fre e  

from  m atter, n am ely , th e  an gels, the sp ir itu a l b e in g s, th e  ch eru b im  a n d  

a ll th e  b earers  o f  th e  th ron e. T h e ir  b e a titu d e  b eco m es m an ifest t o  

th em , th e y  s tr iv e  to  a tta in  to  it, and th erefo re  a vo id  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  

th e  lu s ts  o f  th is  e v o lv in g  an d  d e c a y in g  w o rld . T h o u g h , w ith  re fe re n c e  

to th e ir  bodies, th e y  are  related  to  m an k in d , th e y  b e lo n g, as r e g a r d s  

th e ir  essence, to  th e  a n g e ls .”  Z a h i d .

(  To be concluded.)



‘C h e  f t t b M e  o f  t h e  U m b e r s e . '
T H E  w o rk  b e a r in g  th e  ab o ve  title , a h an d so m e 8vo v o lu m e  o f  450 

pages, a d m ira b ly  p rin ted , is from  th e pen o f  o n e  o f  th e  a b lest 

and m ost th o ro u g h  stu d e n ts  o f  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  r is in g  gen eratio n , 

one too w h o  ren d ered  to  o u r h o n o u red  H . P. B . v e r y  v a lu a b le  a ssista n ce  

in th e  p rep a ra tio n  o f  th e  sc ie n tific  p o rtio n s  o f  h er Secret Doctrine, 

a ssista n ce  w h ich  sh e  a lw a y s  g ra te fu lly  a ck n o w le d g e d .

B u t it  is n o t from  th is  s ta n d p o in t th a t a w o rk  o f  th is  d e scrip tio n  

sh o u ld  r e c e i v e  co n sid e ra tio n  in  th e  p ages o f  o u t jo u rn a ls . Its  v a lu e  to  

th e stu d en t, its  m e rits  o r  d em erits  o f  e x p o s itio n  a n d  c o n stru ctio n  are  

w h a t w e sh o u ld  a tten d  to. M oreo ver, su ch  a b o o k  has a  r ig h t  to 

dem an d o u r ex a m in a tio n  from  its  o w n  sta n d p o in t an d  s tr ic t ly  w ith in  

th e  lin e s  an d  lim its  w h ich  th e  a u th o r  h a s  la id  d ow n fo r h im self. A n d  

it  is  upon th ese  p re m isse s  th a t th is  re v ie w  is  b ased .

M r. F a w c e tt ’s su b -title  d escrib es h is  w o rk  as “ a n  a tte m p t to  d e te r­

m in e th e  first p r in c ip le s  o f  raetap h ysic , co n sid e re d  as an en q u iry  in to  

th e  co n d itio n s  and im p o rt o f  co n scio u sn e ss.”  T h u s  w e  see  a t o n c e  

w h a t th e  a u th o r  u n d ersta n d s b y  “ m eta p h y sic ,”  i.e., n o t an in v e stig a tio n  

in to  su p ersen su o u s o r  su p e rp h ysica l p la n e s  o f  n a tu re  an d  e x p e rie n ce , 

b u t “ an e n q u iry  in to  th e co n d itio n s and im p o rt o f  co n scio u sn ess.”  In  

o th e r  w ords, an a tte m p t to  so lv e  th a t general p ro b lem  o f  co n scio u sn ess  

as such, w h ich  m u st an d  w ill  inevitably a rise  on  e v e r y  p la n e  o f  e x p e rie n ce  

and p ercep tio n , an d  th e  fundam ental conditions o f  w h ic h  p ro blem  w il l  

b e  found to  b e  th e  sam e th ro u g h o u t.

In  h is P reface , th e  a u th o r  e x p la in s  th e  p la n  o f  h is  w o rk . L ik e  a
\

g o o d  a rc h ite c t h e  d o es n o t n e g le c t  w h at o th e r  m asters o f  th o u g h t h a v e  

erected , and a c c o rd in g ly  th e  first h a lf  o f  h is  b o o k  is  d e v o te d  to  a c r itic a l 

s u rv e y  o f  th e  g re a t landmarks in  th e  h isto ry  o f  M od ern  P h ilo so p h y .

T h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th is  p ro ced u re  ca n n o t b e  o ver-e stim ated . In  th e  

first place, th e  read er w h o  is  n o t a  tra in e d  m e ta p h y sic ia n  e n jo y s  th e  

im m en se  a d v a n ta g e  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  fo llo w  step  b y  step  in  h is  o w n  

m m d  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  p h ilo so p h ic  in s ig h t as it  h as  u n fo ld ed  i ts e lf  in  

th e  h isto ry  o f  th e  ra ce ; w h ile  at th e  sam e tim e  h e  is  g ra d u a lly  

fam iliarized  w ith  th e  m ain  issu es and p ro b le m s in v o lv e d , is  co n d u cte d  

th ro u g h  th e ir  c r itic a l e x p o s itio n  an d  e x a m in a tio n , an d  so en a b led  to 

a p p re c ia te  th e  real p o in ts  o n  w h ich  m e ta p h y sic  e n d eav o u rs  to  th ro w  

lig h t.__________________________________________________________

l  By B . D. Faw cett; published b y  Edward Arnold, 37, Bedford Street, Strand, W .C. Price, 141.; 
net, 101.6d.



A  th o ro u g h  an d care fu l p eru sa l and th in k in g  o u t o f  su ch  a sk e tc h  

m u st need s b e  in v a lu a b le  to e v e ry  th in k in g  m an and w om an, an d  is o f  

sp ecia l and v ita l im p o rta n ce  to  e v e ry  stu d en t o f  T h e o s o p h y  w h o  w ish es  

to  k e e p  his in te lle c tu a l g ra sp  an d  in s ig h t in a n y  d e g re e  a b re a st o f  h is  
d evo tio n , en th u siasm , and in tu itio n .

M r. F a w c e tt  a lso  a ck n o w le d g e s  th e  g re a t d eb t w h ich  m odern 

th o u g h t o w es to  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l m o vem en t, th o u g h  th e  m e ta p h y sic  

to  b e  found in  som e o f  its  le a d in g  te x t  b o o k s  is  ch a ra cte rize d  as " s o m e ­

w h a t cru d e ."  P e rso n a lly  I  d o  n ot feel a b le  to  d isp u te  th is  rem a rk ; b u t 

I w o u ld  rem ind Mr. F a w c e tt  th a t th e  “ loose s y n c r e tis m ”  in stead  o f  “ a  

system ,”  to  w h ich  he o b je c ts  in  Esoteric Buddhism  and The Secret Doc- 

trine is  ju s t  exactly w h at o n e  e x p e c ts  to  find in su ch  w o rk s  w h ich  a re  

a v o w e d ly  m ean t for th e  la rg e  g e n e ra l p u b lic , and are n e ith e r  o f  th em  

th e  w o rk  o f  tra in ed , s t ill  less  p rofessed  m e tap h y sic ian s  a t a ll. T h e  

sta n d p o in t from  w h ich  b oth  th ese  b o o k s are  w ritten , as w e ll as th e  

v e ry  n atu re  o f  th e ir  sco p e  and co n ten ts, a rc  a lo n e e n o u g h  to re n d e r  

im p o ssib le  a n y  systematic m e ta p h y sica l basis, e x c e p t an  im plicit o n e, 

and th a t I  th in k  th e  s tu d en t w ill find in  The Secret Doctrine. A n d  I 

m ay add th a t I k n o w  o f  no  o n e  w h o  h as d on e so m u ch  as M r. F a w c e tt  

in th is  p resen t w o rk , to  fo rm u la te  c le a r ly  and s y ste m a tic a lly  th e  main 

p o in ts  w h ich  c o n stitu te  th e  im plicit m etap h ysica l b a sis  o f  The Secret 

Doctrine. B u t o f  th is  m ore an o n . L e t  us p a ss  n ow  to  a  d e ta iled  

co n sid eratio n  o f  P a rt 1.

In  th e  P roem , b o th  th e p o s s ib ility  and n e ce ss ity  o f  a  m e ta p h y sic  

and an o n to lo g y  are  v ig o ro u s ly  m ain tain ed , th e  relation  o f  “ s c ie n c e ”  

to  th em  is  a b ly  th o u g h  b rie fly  in d ica ted , an d th e  c h a p te r  c lo ses  w ith  a  

d iscu ssio n  as to  w h a t is  to  b e  th e  basis from  w h ic h  o u r in v e stig a tio n  

m u st set ou t. A fte r  s h o w in g  h o w  d ifficu lt it  is  to  find a safe  s ta rtin g - 

point, h o w  a ll su b seq u en t d e v e lo p m en ts  m ust dep en d  th ereo n , and h o w  

a ll “ in tu it io n s ”  and o th e r  su b je ctiv e  ce rta in tie s  h ave fa iled  to  afford  

su ch  a  safe  s ta rt in g  p o in t an d  h av e  led  to  system s irre c o n c ila b ly  a t w a r  

am o n g  th em selves, o u r  a u th o r g iv e s  u s h is  o w n — on e th a t is  a ssu re d ly  

adm itted  on  a ll s id es an d  b y  a ll sch o o ls  a lik e  as v a lid , in  th e  p h ra se :

“  States o f Consciousness appear.”  T h e  m e an in g  o f  th is  s ta tem en t is  

c r it ic a lly  d iscu ssed  in  brief, an d  th e  sen se  in  w h ich  it  is h ere  used  is  

in d icated . W e  then en te r u pon  th e  h isto rica l su rv e y  p roper.

“ T h e  C ra d le  o f  M odern  P h ilo s o p h y ”  ju s t  o u tlin e s  a few  le a d in g  

features th a t m ark  th e  h isto ry  o f  W estern  th o u g h t d ow n  to  an d  in ­

c lu d in g  D escartes, w h o  rece iv es, as a m arked  s ta rt in g  p o in t o f  m odern  

p h ilo so p h y, so m ew h at fu lle r  treatm en t.

C h a p te r  I I  d iscu sses M aleb ran ch e, S p in o za  an d  L e ib n it z ; C h a p te r  

I I I ,  H obbes, L o ck e , and B e rk e le y ; C h a p te r  I V ,  H um e, R eid , etc., u p  

to  K a n t. In  referen ce  to  th ese  ch ap ters, I  m ust sa y  th a t I  k n o w  o f  n o  

w o rk , e ith e r  in  E n g lis h , F re n ch , o r  G erm an , w h ich  b rin g s  o u t w ith  

a n y th in g  l ik e  equal c learn ess, a ccu ra cy , and b re v ity , th e  main p o in ts



w h ich  c h a ra cte rize  th e ir  re sp e ctiv e  p o sitio n s  an d  ren d er th em  la n d ­

m ark s in  th e  h is to ry  o f  p h ilo so p h ic  th o u g h t. I  k n o w  o f  n o n e in  w h ich  

th e  le a d in g  p o in ts  o f  c ritic ism  a g a in st th em  are so  c le a r ly  an d te rs e ly  

p u t b efo re  th e  read er, w h o  is  th ro u g h o u t led  on  from  o n e  p o sitio n  to  
a n o th er in an a d m ira b ly  ea sy  and n atu ra l m an n er.

W e  n o w  co m e to  K a n t, to  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  M od ern  P h ilo so p h y  

in  th e  s tr ic t  se n se ; fo r  it  w as  K a n t w h o  first put th e  fu n d am en tal 

p ro b lem s o f  p h ilo so p h y  u pon  th e  p resen t b asis, sta ted  th em  in  th e ir  

p re se n t form , an d  sh o w ed  th a t sy ste m a tic  p h ilo s o p h iz in g  m ust re st 

u p o n  th e  “ T h e o r y  o f  K n o w le d g e '*  as its  fo u n d atio n .

C h a p te r  V  co n ta in s  in  its  b r ie f  e ig h te e n  p a g e s  a  re m a rk a b ly  lu cid  

an d  terse  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  K a n tia n  m essage, b r in g in g  o u t c le a r ly  its  

e x a c t  im p o rt and s ig n ifica n c e  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  p h ilo so p h y . A s  

an o ld  s tu d e n t o f  K a n t  th is  c h a p te r  an d  th e  fo u r fo llo w in g  ones h a v e  

b een  to m e a so rt o f  to u ch sto n e  o f  th e  th o ro u g h n e ss  o f  th e  a u th o r’s 

m a ste ry  o v e r  h is  su b je ct, o f  th e  a cc u ra c y  o f  h is  k n o w le d g e  an d  th e  

c le a rn e ss  o f  h is  in s ig h t  in to  th e  p o sitio n  o f  p re v io u s  th in k e rs . A n d  

a fte r  se ve ra l p e ru sa ls  th e y  seem  to  stan d  th e  te s t w o n d e rfu lly  w ell, and 

th o se  w h o  k n o w  K a n t  b e st w ill m o st re a d ily  re co g n ize  h o w  m uch  h a rd  

lab o u r, lab o rio u s s tu d y  and m en tal acu ten ess  m u st -h ave been n eed ed  

to  p ro d u ce  so  go o d  a re su lt in  so sh o rt a  com p ass.

In  C h a p te rs  V I I I  to  X I I  is tra ced  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  p h ilo ­

so p h ic  im p u lse , w h ic h  o rig in a te d  in  G e rm a n y  w ith  K a n t, th ro u g h  

F ic h te , S c h e llin g , and H e g e l to  S ch o p e n h a u e r, w ith  th e  sam e th o ro u g h  

gra sp , m astery , an d  in s ig h t w h ic h  h as  b een  a lrea d y  d isp la y e d  in  th e  

a u th o r 's  h a n d lin g  o f  K a n t.
W e  th en  tu rn  asid e, to  som e e x te n t, to  ta k e  u p  th e  tra ct o f  p h ilo ­

so p h ic  d e v e lo p m e n t in  E n g la n d  w ith  M ill and B a in  an d  S p en cer. F ro m  

th is  p o in t o n w a rd s to th e  c lo s e  o f  P a rt I , e v e r y  p a g e  is  o f  s p e c ia lly  

d ire c t  im p o rta n ce  to  a ll  s tu d e n ts  o f  T h e o s o p h y  in  E n g la n d , b ecau se  i t  

is  th ese  last th ree  th in k e r s  w ho a re  th e  le a d in g  factors in  m a k in g  

c u rre n t E n g lis h  th o u g h t w h a t i t  is. I t  is  th e ir  sp ir it  and th e  o u tco m e 

o f  th e ir  sp e cu la tio n s w h ic h  form s th e  su b stratu m  o f  th e  c u rre n t 

“  sc ie n tific  m ateria lism  ”  o f  th e  d a y . W e  h a v e  a il b een  b ro u g h t up on  

th em , w e  h av e  im b ib ed  th e ir  in flu en ce  in  a th o u sa n d  w a y s : in  m a g a z in e  

artic les, rev iew s, fiction , p o p u lar sc ien ce, sch o o l te x t-b o o k s , in  th e  v e r y  

a tm o sp h ere  o f  th o u g h t  in  w h ic h  w e b reath e. A n d  th e  sa m e  is  tru e  o f  

o u r  m a n y  H in dft b ro th e rs  n o w  r e c e iv in g  a  W e ste rn  ed u catio n  in  th e  

sch o o ls  an d  c o lle g e s  o f  In d ia , w h o se  stu d ies  a lw a y s  in c lu d e  th e se  

a u th o rs  in  th e ir  cu rr ic u lu m . H e n c e  for u s  a ll  th ese  c o n c lu d in g  ch ap te rs  

o f  P a rt I  h a v e  a  v e r y  g re a t  im p o rtan ce, p a rtic u la rly  th e  lo n g  and d e ta iled  

critic ism  o f  H e rb e rt S p e n c e r  in C h a p te r  X I I I .  E d . v o n  H a rtm a n n , th e  

la te s t o u tcom e o f  th e  K a n t-S c h o p e n h a u e r  sch o o l in  G e rm a n y , is  b riefly  

d e a lt w ith  in C h a p te r  X I V ,  th e  la st o f  P a rt I.

W e  th u s h a v e  b efo re  u s in  o u tlin e  a  c r it ic a l su rv e y  o f  th e  progress-



o f  p h ilo so p h y  in th e  W e st u p  to  date, c o n s titu t in g  th e  p re lim in a ry  

s tu d y  u pon  w h ich  as a foun d ation  M r. F a w c e tt  p ro p o ses to  b u ild  h is  

o w n  stru ctu re , th e  ad va n ce  o n e step  o n w ard  a t least, w h ic h  m ay fa ir ly  

claim  to  b e  a  m om en tou s o n e  for th e  d e stin ie s  o f  sp ir itu a l a sp iratio n s 

in th e  W est. F o r  u n less  it  can  find a soun d in te lle c tu a l b asis  to  rest 

u pon , it  seem s to  m e e x c e e d in g ly  d o u b tfu l w h e th e r  th e  r e v iv in g  sp ir i­

tu a lity  o f  th e  W e st, fo r  w h ich  o u r T h e o so p h ica l m o vem en t h as d o n e so 

m uch, w ill b e  ab le  to  m ain tain  i ts e lf  and th r iv e  in  th e  face  o f  th e  a tta c k s  

o f  sc ien ce  an d  m a te ria lity  u n d er th e  ad verse  co n d itio n s o f  so cia l o rg a n i­

zatio n  w h ich  n o w  p reva il.
B u t ap art a lto g e th e r  from  a n y  q u estio n  as to  v a lu e — p erm a n en t o r  

tem p o rary— o f  M r. F a w ce tt’s  o r ig in a l th o u g h t, I d o  n o t w ish  to  le a v e  

th e  h a lf  o f  h is  b o o k  w h ich  w e h av e  been e x a m in in g , w ith o u t most 

strongly re co m m e n d in g  th is  first h a lf  a t le a st to  e v e ry  e a rn e st s tu d e n t 

in  th e  T .  S . a s  an in v a lu a b le  co u rse  o f  d isc ip lin e  in p h ilo so p h ic  

th o u g h t. A  carefu l, a tte n tiv e  an d  th o u g h tfu l p e ru sa l o f  th is  h is to r ic a l 

retro sp ect w ill  p u t su ch  a o n e  in  a  far  b e tte r  p o sitio n  to  ap p reciate  a n d  

g ra sp  T h e o so p h ic  th o u g h t, an d  e n a b le  him  to avo id  th e  m an y  in te lle c tu a l 

p itfa lls  and s tu m b lin g -b lo ck s  w h ich  strew  th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  w h ich  h e  

is  p u rsu in g . A n d  for th a t reason , b ecau se  o f  th e  terseness, lu c id ity , 

and co m p a ctn ess o f  the e x p o sitio n , w h ich  I  h a v e  n o w h ere  fo u n d  sur* 

passed, I  s in c e re ly  hope M r. F a w c e tt  w ill  re ce iv e  from  th e  m em b ers  o f  

th e  T . S . th a t en co u ra g e m e n t w h ich  th e  y e ars  o f  h ard  s tu d y , w h o se  

essen ce is  em bod ied  in  th e se  p ages, m ay fa ir ly  c la im  at o u r h an d s. F o r  

it  m u st b e  rem em b ered  th a t su ch  w o rk s  on p h ilo so p h y  a re  v e r y  far  

from  rem u n erative , and in v o lv e  m uch  p erso n al to il an d  lab o u r for sm a ll 

retu rn s. A n d  th ese rem ark s and th e  reco m m en d atio n  th e y  em b o d y  

a p p ly  to  th e  P roem  and C h a p ters  I  an d  I I  o f  P art I I ,  in  w h ich  th e  

cu rren t m ateria listic  th eo ries  are  m ost a b ly  refu ted  an d  o verth ro w n .

T o  th e  co n sid eratio n  o f  th ese  w e  w ill  n e x t  p ro ceed .

R E M I N I S C E N C E S  O F  H . P. B L A V A T S K Y .1

N e e d l e s s  to  sa y  th a t no rem in iscen ces  o f  H . P . B la v a ts k y  can  b e  
w ith o u t in terest to  m em bers o f  th e  T . S . V a r io u s  and co n tra d icto ry , 
d iverse  and m u tu ally  e x c lu s iv e , a re  th e  v ie w s  p u t forw ard  b y  th ose w h o 
h a v e  w ritte n  ab o u t o u r frien d , an d  no on e w h o  h a s  n o t h ad  th e  p r iv i­
le g e  o f  in tim a c y  w ith  h e r  in  h e r  la s t  life  can  p resu m e to  form  a n y  
c o rre ct estim ate  o f  h e r  ch ara cter. E v e n  o f  th o se  w h o  h a v e  e n jo y e d  
th is  in tim acy , th ere  are  tw o  classes— th o se  w h o  w e re  p h y s ic a lly  n e a r  h e r  
an d  th ose w h o  w e re  n o t o n ly  p h y s ic a lly  b u t a lso  sy m p a th e tic a lly  n e a r

i Reminiscences of H. P. Blavatsky and the "Secret Doctrine," b y  the Countess Constance W acht- 
m eister and others. Lon don : The Theosophical Publishing Society, 1893. Cloth, sr. 6d. ; paper, is. 6d.

B. K .
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her. T h e  C o u n te ss  W a c h tm e is te r  b e lo n g s  to  th e  seco n d  class, and is  
on e  o f  th o se  w h o  re co g n ize d  in H . P . B la v a ts k y  a  so u rce  o f  sp ir itu a l 
h e lp  and g u id a n c e  w h ic h  ch a n g e d  h e r  life  w ith o u t an d  w ith in .

F o r  a ll  b u t a v e r y  few  th e  p e rso n a lity  o f  H . P . B la v a ts k y  m u st 
rem a in  an e n ig m a  an d  a m y ste ry . T h e  l iv in g  fo rce  w h ic h  o n ce  s tre am e d  
th ro u g h  th a t n o w  d ead  form , s t ill  l iv e s  w a itin g  a  n ew  m a n ife sta tio n ; 
b u t it  is  n o t w ith o u t first-h an d  w itn e ss  even  to -d a y . I t  lies  em b o d ied  
in  h e r  b o o ks, w h ich  a ll can  stu d y  at first h an d , and so m ak e  th e m se lv e s  
in d ep en d en t o f  a ll  s la n d erers  an d  c ritic s , a ll b io g ra p h e rs  an d  r e ­
co u n te rs . T h e  tru e  b io g ra p h y  o f  H . P. B la v a ts k y  w ill  n e v e r  b e  
w ritte n . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  attem p ted  to  w rite  it  h a v e  o n ly  d e p icte d  a n d  
a ck n o w le d g e d  th e ir  o w n  in a b ility  to  co p e  w ith  th e  p ro b lem .

I t  is, h o w e ve r, m ost in te re s tin g  an d  p le a sa n t to  read th e  C o u n te ss  
W a c h tm e is te r ’s  a cco u n t o f  h e r  life  w ith  H . P. B .— in te re s tin g  for th e  
su b sta n c e  m atter, and p lea sa n t b ecau se o f  th e  lo y a lty  an d  g e n e ro u s  
g ra titu d e  o f  th e  C o u n te ss  to  h e r  frien d . T h e  s to ry  o f  o u r c o lle a g u e  is  
w ritte n  s im p ly , b o th  from  co n v ic tio n  an d  th e  h eart.

L u c i f e r , th e  son  o f  H . P . B la v a ts k y , th a n k s  th e  C o u n tess  for h e r  
testim o n y, and also th o se  w h o  h a v e  co m e fo rw ard  to  ad d  th e ir  v a r io u s  
co rro b o ratio n s to h e r  n arrative . P ap ers  a re  ap p en d ed  b y  B ertra m  
K e ig h t le y  and D r. A rc h ib a ld  K e ig h tle y , W illia m  Q . J u d g e , M adam e J e li-  
h o v s k y  (H . P . B .’ s s ister), M rs. V e r a  J o h n sto n  (H . P . B .’s  n iece), D r. 
F r a n z  H artm a n n , D r. H iib b e  S c h le id e n , D r. C . C a rte r  B la k e , J a s p e r  
N iem a n d , and o th ers.

I t  g o es  w ith o u t s a y in g  th a t e v e r y  m em b er o f  th e  T .  S . sh ou ld  re a d  
th e  b o o k , and th a t L u c i f e r  h as n o  critic ism  b u t o n ly  a  h e a rty  h a n d ­
s h a k e  fo r th e  w rite r . T h e r e  is  su ch  a  m ob o f  c r itic s  n o w -a -d a ys  th a t it  
is  so m etim es w ise r  to  stan d  asid e, an d  see  th em  c lu b  ea ch  o th er.

T H E  E G Y P T I A N  B O O K  O F  T H E  D E A D .1

T h i s  first tra n sla tio n  in to  E n g lis h — fo r th e  p revio u s a ttem p ts  c a n  
h a r d ly  b e d ig n ified  b y  th e  n am e— o f  The Book o f the D ead  o f  a n c ie n t 
E g y p t ,  su p p lies  a  lo n g  fe lt  w an t. I t  is  to  b e  co m p le te d  in  e ig h t  p a rts , 
o f  w h ich  th e  first p a rt h as a lre a d y  b een  p u b lish e d . T h e  In tro d u c tio n  
is  n o t to  b e  issued u n til th e  la s t  p a rt. W e  h a v e  th erefo re  b efo re  u s  th e  
tra n s la tio n  o f  ch ap s, i to  x v i i  o f  tn e  t e x t  an d  M . L e  P a g e  R e n o u f s  c o m ­
m e n ta ry  th ereo n . T h e  co m m e n ta ry  is  a lm o st e n tir e ly  p h ilo lo g ic a l an d  
is  th erefo re  o f  n o  g re a t in te re st to  th e  g e n e ra l read er. W e  are, h o w ­
e v e r , e x c e e d in g ly  g la d  to  b r in g  th e  p u b lica tio n  to  th e n o tic e  o f  o u r  
read ers  as b e in g  th e  last, an d  th erefo re  p re su m a b ly  th e  m ost c a r e fu lly  
p re p a re d  v ersio n  o f  The Book o f the Dead. I t  is  e x c e e d in g ly  w e ll 
p rin te d , w ith  m a g n ific e n t m arg in s, an d  th e  su b scrip tio n  p r ic e  for th e  
v e r y  lim ite d  e d itio n  is  £ 2  5s. W e  c a n n o t p resu m e to g iv e  an  o p in io n  on 
M . L e  P a g e  R e n o u f ’ s w o rk  from  a  te c h n ica l p o in t o f  v ie w , b u t th e  
u n d e r ta k in g  b ea rs  a ll th e  e x te rn a l m a rk s  o f  m o st c a re fu l sch o la rsh ip , 
a n d  th e tra n sla tio n  is  o n e  o f  taste  an d  as sy m p a th e tic  as w e  can  e x ­
p e c t  i t  to  b e  in  th e  p re se n t s ta te  o f  E g y p to lo g ic a l  k n o w le d g e .

v A s u d e v a m a n a n a .*

W e  h a v e  p lea su re  in  n o tic in g  th e  re p rin t o f  th is  v a lu a b le  tre a tise  
o n  A d v a ita  P h ilo so p h y  from  o u r  co lu m n s an d  o n ly  r e g re t  th a t  th e  
d ia c ritic a l m ark s  o n  th e  n u m ero u s S a n s k r it  term s w h ic h  w ere c a r e fu lly  
o b s e rv e d  b y  L u c i f e r  h a v e  been e n tir e ly  o m itte d  in th e  re p rin t. W h e n  
w il l  o u r  w rite rs  a n d  tran sla to rs in  th e  E a s t  le a rn  th a t carefu l an d  
p a in s ta k in g  a tten tio n  to  th e se  m atters  is  n o t w ith o u t v a lu e  b o th  to  th e

l  Translation and Com m entary by P. I*e Page Renouf, w ith vignettes and other illustrations. 
Privately  printed for The Society o f  Biblical Archaeology, London, 1893.

1 u Or, the M editations o f  vfcsudeva: A  Com pendium  o f  A dvaita  Philosophy/’ translated from  
th e  Sanskrit by K . N iriyan asw am i Aier, and R. 8andareswara Shtstri. B .A., 1893; published b y  th e  
Kum bakonam  T . 8 .; on sale at the Theosophical P ublishing Society, price u . 6d,



■writer h im s e lf  an d  a lso  for p re se rv in g  th e  lite r a r y  h o n o u r o f  th e  T .  S .?  
O f  th e  tw o  tran slators, o n e  h as  le ft  th e  g ro ss  b od y, an d th e  secon d , h is  
frien d  an d  o u r go o d  b ro th er, K . N & r& yanasw am i, h as  d ed icated  th e ir  

j o in t  lab o u rs to  W illia m  Q. J u d g e  " i n  to k en  o f  h is  h ig h  ap p reciatio n  o f  
A r y a n  p h ilo so p h y  %nd h is  a rd en t lo v e  o f  its an cien t e x p o u n d ers, th e  
v e n e ra b le  sag es  o f  A ry S v a rta .”

T H E  H I G H E R  L I F E ,  O R  R U L E S  O F  T H E  R A j A - Y O G A ,  
P R E S C R I B E D  B Y  B H A G A V A N  B U D D H A .1

T h i s  is  a  tin y  b o o k le t, tw in  to th e  re p rin t o f  th e  Uttara G itd, from  
L u c i f e r .  I t  co n sists  o f  tw o  rep rin ts  from  The Journal o f the M aha- 
Bodhi Society, o n e  w ith  th e  a b o ve  title , an d  th e  o th e r  ca lled , " T h e  
S e v e n  Jew els  o f  th e  G ood  L a w ,”  tra n sla ted  from  th e  M ilinda Prashna. 
M o st u sefu l is  th is  litt le  m an ual o f  e th ics  and d evo tio n , m o st h e lp fu l a n d  
m o st th eo so p h ica l. T h e  P re fa ce  is a lso  in te re s tin g  and run s as fo llo w s :

[t is admitted by the HindAs that Bhagav&n Buddha was one o f the incarna­
tions o f Vishnu, and Vishnu is said to incarnate when the world is immersed in sin 
and Dharms suffers thereby. Shri Krishna Bhagavftn has said in the Bhagavad 
Gitd that whenever the Dliarma suffers, he incarnates to restore it and to protect 
the devout and the righteous. Similarly Bhagav&n Buddha has said the same about 
his advent into this world.

The life and workings o f this Saviour of Mankind have not been related in any 
o f the Purftnas or Hindu sacred writings, except some unfavourable and wrong 
statements about him, as he was opposed to tne Br&hmanical practices and the 
wrong interpretation of the Vedas. . . . The instructions given by the Lord 
Buddlia for cultivating the Higher Life are entirely akin to those prescribed in the 
Esoteric teachings of the Hindfls.

C O M E T  A C T I O N .*

T h i s  w o rk  is  b y  an e lo q u en t F re n c h  astro n o m er, w h o  g o es fu rth e r  
th a n  F lam m ario n  an d  P ro cto r in  th e  th e o ry  th a t  th o se  b od ies w h ic h  
h a v e  an e llip so id a l o rb it are  d ire c t em an atio n s from  so m e th in g  o u tsid e  
th e  so la r  system , w h ich  so m e th in g  M ons. L . w ro n g ly  c a lls  “ G o d .”  
H is  th eo ry , a lth o u g h  h e o m its re feren ce  to  th e  su n -sp o ts, is o n e  w h ic h  
a cco rd s on th e  w h o le  w ith  som e ex p re ss io n s  used  in The Secret Doctrine. 
H e  p o in ts  o u t th a t th e  a ctio n  o f  co m ets on th e  g ro w th  o f  an im als a n d  
p la n ts  is a p p a re n tly  en orm ous, and a lso  th a t certa in  co m ets p ro d u ce  
p ertu rb a tio n s in  th e  p la n etary  syste m s th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e y  p ass. In to  
th e  p recise  astro n o m ical a rg u m e n ts  o f  o u r  a u th o r  w e  can n o t n o w  
e n te r; a t th e  sam e tim e, w e m a y  in d ica te  th a t som e o f  h is  th e o rie s  
a p p ea r to  b e sup p orted  b y  an en o rm o u s am o u n t o f  m in u te  ev id e n ce . 
T h e  attested  fa c t o f  th e  o rb ita l p lan  o f  th e  so la r  system , w ith  th e  
e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  sa te llite s  o f  U ran u s, a c t in g  in  a  p e rp e tu a l m o ve m e n t 
in  o n e  d irectio n , an d  th e  o ccasio n a l irru p tio n  o f  fo re ig n  bodies w h o se  
o rb it  is  e llip so id a l, w ith  a  ce n tre  a p p a re n tly  b eyo n d  o u r  so la r  system , 
is  a p ro o f o f  th e  e x iste n c e  o f  m o re th a n  o n e  sch e m e  o f  cen tres. T h e  
a b n o rm al a ctio n  o f  co m ets  ap pears, a cco rd in g  to  th e  au th o r, to  b e  d u e  
to  a n g e lic  forces a c t in g  from  a D e ity , or at least from  som e u n k n o w n  
facto r, th e  cau ses o f  w h ich  h a v e  n o t been  p re c ise ly  ascerta in ed  b y  
astron om ers. I f  th is  o ccasio n a l and a p p a re n tly  ab n orm al actio n  is  d u e  
to  th e  o p eration  o f  u n k n o w n  forces, a fu rth e r  e lem en t o f  co m p lica tio n  
is  in tro d u ced  in to  o u r astro n o m y. B u t w h y , w e m ay  ask , a re  th ese  
u n k n o w n  forces id en tified  w ith  G o d ?  C . C . B .

C A T E C H I S M  O F  S E L F - K N O W L E D G E .*
I t  h a s  b een  o u r e x p e rie n ce  th a t F ra n z  H artm a n n ’ s  w rit in g s  a p p eal 

to  so m e read ers v e r y  s tro n g ly , to  o th e rs  n o t at a ll;  and th is  b o o k  w ill

l  Published b y  Tookaram  T atya . F.T.S., for the Theosophical Society’s Publication Pnnd, Bom ­
bay- Price t  annas. T o be had o f  the Theosophical Publishing Society, 7, D uke Street, A aelph i, 
London, W .C.

• La V iriti sur les Comites, les M’Mores et I* Action Solairet par Jean-I«eo h  . Paris : z fr. 50.
• Der Fkhrer im Geistigencoder Grundriss mu einem Kateckismus der Selbsterhenntnis;  von S atya  

X im a  Shaivya; translated b y  Frans H artm ann. I«eipsig, 1893.



b e  n o  e x c e p tio n  to  th is  ru le . T h o s e  w h o  ad m ire  Magic, W hite and Black  
w ill n eed  no fu rth e r  re co m m e n d a tio n  th an  th e  n am e o f  Ihe a u th o r. 
T h e  p refa ce  s ta tes  th a t:

The reason, however, which has moved the author to publish this Catechism, 
at first intended only for private circulation, is to counteract the numerous mis* 
conceptions which have gained ground both among the members o f tbe “ Theo­
sophical Society”  and outside them, and to show that Theosophy is nothing else 
than tbe true higher self-knowledge, which must underlie all real knowledge, and 
without which neither learning nor ethics nor morals has any firm and lasting 
value.

T h e  fo llo w in g  o b se rv atio n  is a lso  w o rth  r e m e m b e r in g :
Whoever takes up a book nowadays, usually does so for the purpose o f seeing 

whether the contents agree with his views; he hopes to find explained and confirmed 
therein only his own, or generally accepted, theories. Whatever he has no expe* 
rience of is to him but a dream or a meaningless rigmarole.

T h e  su b je ct o f  o c c u lt  d e v e lo p m e n t is  tre a te d  b y  q u estio n  a n d  
a n sw e r in  a  v e r y  lu c id  m an n er an d  w ill  b e  h e lp fu l re a d in g  to th o se  in  
s y m p a th y  w ith  D r. H a rtm a n n ’ s s ty le . H . T .  E .

^htOBOphical JU tib iiu s.
T h e o s o p h i c a l  C o n g r e s s  R e p o r t .

144, M a d is o n  A v e n u e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  
Octo ber , i 8q i .

I  d esire  to  g iv e  n o tice  th a t tw o  e a rn est m em b ers o f  th e  A m e ric a n  
S e ctio n  h a v in g  g iv e n  th e ir  se rv ic e s  as ste n o g ra p h e rs  fre e ly  a t  th e  
C o n g re ss  I  h a v e  th u s  b een  a b le  to  se cu re  a  verb atim  rep o rt o f  a ll th e  
sp e e ch e s  an d  p ro ce e d in g s  from  b e g in n in g  to  end . A s  th e  e v e n t seem s 
to  ju s t i fy  th e  e x p e n se  I  w ill issu e  as soon  as p o ssib le  a  p r in te d  co m p le te  
rep o rt o f  th e  C o n g re ss . T h e  tra n scr ip ts  o f  th e  n o tes h a v e  b een  re ce iv e d  
a n d  are  n o w  in  th e  p rin te r ’ s h a n d s; th e  n u m b e r o f  co p ies  to  b e p r in te d  
is  2,500.

O n e  co p y  w ill  be se n t to  ea ch  T .  S . B ra n ch  in  th e  w o rld , s e v e ra l 
co p ie s  to  e v e ry  d o n o r w h o  g a v e  tw e n ty -fiv e  d o lla rs  o r  o ver, o n e  c o p y  to  
a l l  o th e r  don ors, an d  se ve ra l to  th e  d ifferen t h ead q u arters.

W h e n  th e  rep o rts  a re  a ll  d o n e  an d  d istr ib u te d  I  w ill  b e  a b le  to  
issu e  a  fu ll s ta te m e n t o f  th e  fu n d  an d  h o w  it  w as  d isp o sed  of.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e ,
Chairm an Advisory Council T. S . Congress.

I N D I A N  S E C T I O N .

I n d i a n  L e t t e r .
A d y a r ,  M a d r a s ,  

October 12th, tSq j.
T h e  la st tw o  m o n th s h a v e  b een  fu ll  o f  T h e o s o p h ic  a c t iv it ie s  h ere . 

B ro . W . R . O ld  v is ite d  th e  B ra n ch e s  a t C h itto o r, B a n g a lo re  an d  E ro d e ; 
th e n c e  w e n t to  B h a w a n i, o n e  o f  th e  m ost p ictu re sq u e  p la ce s  in  S o u th e rn  
In d ia . H e  form ed  a  B ra n c h  th e re  w ith  n in e  ch artered  m em b ers u n d e r  
th e  p re sid e n c y  o f  M r. F . M . S u n d ra m  P illa y , B .A ., w h o se  tra n sla tio n  o f  
Kaivalyanavanitam  e n lig h te n e d  th e  read ers o f  The Theosophist o n  
V e d d n ta  p h ilo so p h y . F rom  th e  rep o rts  rece iv ed  from  th e se  B ra n ch es, 
M r. O ld ’ s v is it  seem s to  h a v e  b een  a  c o m p le te  su ccess.

M r. S . V . E d g e  le ft  th is  p la c e  o n  S e p te m b e r  13th, and h as  v is ite d  
th e  fo llo w in g  B ra n c h e s : M asu lip a ta m , B ezw a d a , G u n tu r, N a rasa ro w p et, 
E llo re , R a ja m a n d ry  a n d  C o ca n a d a . H e  w il l  v is it  V iz ia g a p a ta m  a n d  
V iz ia n a g a ra m  an d  th e n  retu rn  to  A d y a r  o n  o r  a b o u t th e  19th o f  th is  
m o n th . T h e s e  p la ce s  b e lo n g  to  th e  N o rth e rn  C irc a rs  and rare ly



received  v is its  from  E u ro p ean  w o rk e rs  o f  th e  staff, on a cco u n t o f  th e ir  
h a v in g  been in  a  o n ce  " o u t-o f-th e -w a y  co rn e r.”  N o w  th e  E a s t  C o a st 
R a ilw a y  co n n ects  a ll  th e se  p la c e s; M r. E d g e  a v a ile d  h im s e lf  o f  th is  
fa c ility  to  v is it  th e  ab o ve-m en tio n ed  B ra n ch e s.

M r. O ld  and m y s e lf  v is ite d  S h o lin g h ir  B ra n ch  o n  S e p te m b e r 29th, 
in  respon se to  an  in v ita tio n  to be p resen t at its  s e c o n d  a n n iv e rsa ry , 
ce leb rated  on th e  first o f  th is  m on th . T h e  B ra n ch  is in  g o o d  w o rk in g  
o rd er un der th e  m an agem en t o f  o u r ve te ra n  co lle a g u e , M r. V . C oopp oo- 
sw am ier. B y  sp e cia l arra n g em en ts  M r. O ld  w e n t to  see  th e  Z e m in d a r 
o f  K lr v e tn a e a ra m , w h ic h  is tw e n ty -fiv e  m iles  from  S h o lin g h ir . T h e  
la tte r , th o u g h  a  la rg e  landed p ro p rieto r, h as  m u ch  s y m p a th y  an d  ta ste  
for o ccu lt su b jects. W ith  M r. V.  C o o p p o o sw am ier as in te rp re te r  th e  
Z e m in d a r h ad a lo n g  co n v ersa tio n  on Y o g a  as a  sc ie n ce  and its  p ractice , 
and M r. O ld  e x p la in e d  th em  a s best h e u n d erstood . T h e r e  is  a  b ig  
p ress attach ed  to h is  office an d  m an y  useful w o rk s  on  B h a k ti, Y o g a  a n a  
G a& nam  are p r in te d  th ere.

B ro. J. S r in iv a sa  R o w  v is ite d  N e llo re  in  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  
m on th . H is  le c tu re s  w ere  so in stru c tiv e  and d o u b t-c le a r in g  th a t th ree  
g en tlem en  o f  h ig h  u n iv e rs ity  h o n o u rs an d  so cia l p o sitio n  jo in e d  th e  
S o c ie ty  at on ce.

P a n d it B h a w a n i S h a n k e r  w ill le a v e  M a n g a lo re  in  a w eek  to  v is it  
th e  B ra n ch es  a t N a ss ik , N a g p u r, H o sh a n g a b ad  an d  J u b b u lp o re. N o  
d o u b t th is  to u r w ill  b e  v e ry  su ccessfu l i f  th e  re su lts  o f  h is  la st one a re  
a n y  criterio n .

O n J u ly  9th th e  P a k u r  B ra n ch  o p en ed  a  sch o o l u n d er its  a u sp ice s  
k n o w n  as " T h e  A r y a n  M oral T r a in in g  I n s t itu t io n "  th e  o b je ct b e in g  to  
im p art to  H in d u  y o u th s  re lig io u s  as w e ll as m o ra l tra in in g  based  o n  
th e  p rin cip le s  o f  H in d u  re lig io n . T h e  in stitu tio n  is  u n d e r  tn e  m a n a g e ­
m en t o f  a co m m ittee  an d  prom ises go o d  and u sefu l w o rk .

O u r in d e fa tig a b le  B ro th e rs  at B a n k ip o re  h a v e  b een  d e liv e r in g  
system a tic  w e e k ly  le ctu re s  to  th e  c o lle g e  stu d en ts, an d  as th e  o u tco m e 
a  "S tu d en ts*  T h e o so p h ic a l U n io n ”  w as started  a  w e e k  ago . I t  co u n ts  
n e a rly  fifty  s tu d e n ts  now , and m an y m ore a re  l ik e ly  to  jo in  it.

A t  th e  req u est o f  th e  M yla p u r L ite ra ry  S o c ie ty  M r. O ld  is  d e ­
l iv e r in g  a  series o f  le ctu re s  on A s tro lo g y .

T h e  first tw o w ere  d e livered  to  crow ded a u d ie n ce s  on th e  7th  a n d  
8th  o f  th is m onth, and th e last tw o  w ill  com e o f f  on th e  14th  an d  15th . 
T h e  lectu res  w e re  so w e ll a p p reciated  th a t th e  L ite ra ry  S o c ie ty  h a s  
u n d erta k en  to p rin t them  for g e n e ra l c ircu la tio n .

A  han dsom e d o n atio n  h as been  m ade to  th e  In d ian  S ectio n  b y  
R a i B ish am b ern ath , th e  P resid en t o f  th e  U m b a lla  B ra n ch  T .  S . I  n e e d  
n o t sa y  w h a t t im e ly  h e lp  th is  is, e sp e cia lly  a fter  th e  rece n t s h o c k  w h ic h  
th e  T . S . fin an ces h av e  rece ived . O f  co u rse  to  W e ste rn  m em bers th is  
d o n atio n  o f  ^ 30 o dd  m ay n o t ap p ear v e iy  grea t, b u t to  us H ind& s w h o  
" r e c k o n ”  b y  o n e  " p i c e ”  it is  an ex p ressio n  o f  s y m p a th y  in  th e  h ig h e s t  
form .

L etters  are p o u rin g  in  from  a ll p a rts  o f  In d ia  to  o b ta in  in fo rm atio n  
ab o u t th e  v is it  o f  M rs. B esan t to  th is  co u n try . P e o p le  are v e ry  e n th u ­
s ia stic  ab o u t th is  e x p e cte d  tou r, and a ll th e  B ra n ch es  sh e  is  to v is it  
h a v e  a lread y  sen t u s th e  su b je cts  th ey h a v e  selected  fo r  h er lectu res.

T h e  P re sid e n t-F o u n d e r  n o t fe e lin g  w e ll in  h e a lth  le ft  A d y a r  fo r  
h is  G u lis ta n  " c o t t a g e ”  at O o tacam u n d  o n  th e  is t  o f  th e  m onth .

P . R . V k n k a t a r a m a i y e r .

C e y l o n  L e t t e r .
October, 1893.

T h e  Sangham itta G ir ls ’ S ch o o l h as  h ad a  p le a sa n t v is it  from  
M adam e A n to in e tte  S te r lin g , w h o  s a n g  for th e  g ir ls , and th e y  in  tu rn  
e n te rta in e d  h e r  w ith  n a tiv e  so n g s. M ad am e S te r lin g  is  p ra c tic a lly  a



B u d d h is t an d  a T h e o so p h ist. In  a  lo n g  in te rv ie w  w ith  th e  c h ie f  ab bot, 
S u m a n g a la , sh e d e c lared  h er im p lic it  b e lie f  in  re in carn a tio n  and h e r  
h ig h  re sp e c t for B u d d h a  an d  h is  p h ilo so p h y . S i n h a i a  P u t r a .

E U R O P E A N  S E C T I O N .

The Headquarters' Library  h as  b een  e n rich e d  b y  a m u n ifice n t 
d o n atio n  o f  T r iib n e r ’ s O rie n ta l S e rie s . W ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  a  fe w  
vo lu m e s o u t o f  p r in t w h ich  a re  b e in g  so u g h t fo r  seco n d -h an d , th e 
w h o le  series, n u m b e rin g  som e fifty  vo lu m es, n ow  a d o n is  th e  sh e lv e s  o f  
ou r L ib ra ry . T h e  b le s s in g  o f  s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  b e  d ire cte d  to  o u r  
co lle a g u e , M. U . M oore.

League o f  Theosophical Workers.— A  m e e tin g  o f  th e  L . T .  W . w as 
h e ld  a t H ead q u a rters  on  S a tu rd a y , O cto b e r  21st, G . R . S . M ead in th e  
ch air, to  o rg a n iz e  th e  w o rk  for th e  c o m in g  w in te r . M rs. A . K e ig h t le y  
resig n ed  h e r  office a s  se creta ry , h e r  o th e r  w o rk  p re c lu d in g  h e r  from  
d o in g  as m u ch  a s sh e  w o u ld  w ish . M rs. C o o p e r-O a k le y  and M iss 
H a rg ro v e  w e re  e lected  h on. s e c re ta r ie s; M r. M. U . M oore, B .A ., 
treasu rer. T h e  o rg a n iza tio n  o f  a  “ L o tu s  C ir c le ”  for c h ild re n  w as th en  
discu ssed  an d  a rran ged , M iss  S ta b le r , o f  N e w  Y o r k , k in d ly  u n d e r ta k in g  
to  o rg a n ize  it  o n  th e  lin e s  w h ich  h ad  a lre a d y  p ro ved  su ccessfu l iu  
A m e ric a . A  le a fle t to  b e  sen t o u t to  a ll  m em b ers w as a lso  a rra n g e d , 
g iv in g  d e ta ils  o f  th e  p la n s to be ad op ted . T h e  in c re a s in g  n u m b ers  o f  
th e  T .  S . n e ce ss ita te  th a t som e p ro v is io n  sh o u ld  n o w  b e  m ad e for th e  
T h eo so p h ica .. te a c h in g  o f  th e  c h ild re n  o f  e a rn e st w o rk e rs  in  th e  cau se.

The Bow Lodge o f the Theosophical Society, 193, Bow Road, E .—  
S in c e  th e  last re p o rt o u r L o d g e  R o ll h as b een  in creased  b y  th e  ad d ition  
o f  th re e  m em b ers. T h e  a tte n d a n ce  a ll th ro u g h  O cto b e r  h as varied  
from  tw e n ty -s ix  to  th irty -th re e  p eo p le . T h e  fo llo w in g  le ctu re s  h ave 
b een  g iv e n : O c to b e r  8th. The Masters o f Wisdom, E . A d a m s ; 15th, 
Pre-natal Existence, E . E . B u rg e ss; 22nd, Alchem y, A lla n  B e n n e tt; 
29th, Desire, M iss A n n a  M . S ta b le r ; a ll o f  th em  h a v e  e v o k e d  a  g re a t  
d ea l o f  d iscu ss io n ; th e  le ctu re  o n  Pre-natal Existence w a s  ren d ered  
d o u b ly  in te re s tin g  b y  o u r  P re sid e n t fo llo w in g  it  u p  w ith  a  b r ie f  s k e tc h  
o f  e m b r y o lo g ic a f  ch a n g e s , w h ic h  h e  e x p la in e d  b y  m ean s o f  s im p le  
d iagram s. T h e  Key  C la ss, w h ic h  m eets  e v e ry  T u e s d a y , is  g o in g  s te a d ily  
a lo n g , an d  is  l ik e ly  to  b e o f  th e  g re a te st u se  to  o u r m em b ers an d  
v is ito rs . A  “ L o tu s  C ir c le ”  to  b e  h e ld  ea ch  S u n d a y  aftern o o n  for c h il­
d ren  is  n o w  b e in g  fo rm e d ; th is  w ill  b e  a  sch em e th a t w ill ta k e  a  g re a t 
d ea l o f  w o rk in g  u p . T h e  L o d g e  g ra te fu lly  a ck n o w le d g e s  The Ocean o f  
Theosophy from  T h o m a s  G reen , Reminiscences o f H . P . Blavatsky and the 
“ Secret Doctrine,”  an d  10s. from  “ A  F rie n d ,”  and su n d ry  g ifts  o f  l ite r a ­
tu re, e tc ., from  o th e r  frien d s, r e a lly  too n u m ero u s to  m en tion .

G o r d o n  R o w e , Hon. Sec.
Report o f the Committee o f Social Work in connection with the Bow  

Lodge.— O u r sch em e for v is it in g  th e  W h ite c h a p e l C asu al W ard  an d  
In firm a ry , m en tio n ed  in la s t m o n th ’s L u c i f e r ,  h as  been  carried  in to  
m an ifestatio n  on  th e  p h y sica l p la n e ; an d  w e  a re  a b le  to  rep o rt th a t 
p ro g re ss  o f  th e  m ost sa tis fa cto ry  k in d  h a s  b een  m ad e. C irc u la r  le tte rs  
a re  b e in g  se n t o u t to  “ la r g e ”  e m p lo yers , s ta t in g  o u r  p lan  o f  a ctio n , 
a n d  re q u e stin g  th a t w e m ay b e  co m m u n ica ted  w ith  in th e  e v e n t o f  th e ir  
h a v in g  a  v a c a n c y . A  frien d  h as g iv e n  us in tro d u ctio n s  to  a  c lu b  w h ich  
h a s  been  form ed for p ro v id in g  w o rk  for y o u n g  m en  an d  b o ys. T h u s  it  
w il l  b e  seen  th a t w e are  n o t a llo w in g  th e  g ra ss  to  g ro w  u n d e r  o u r  feet. 
W e  m ay, p erh ap s, ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  m ost h e a rtily  
th a n k  th ose frien d s w h o  h a v e  assisted  us b y  d o n atio n s o f  m on ey, e tc ., 
a n d  to  rem in d  o u r readers, w ith o u t w is h in g  to  a p p ea r too  so lic ito u s, 
th a t w h a te v e r  th e y  can  sp are  to  sen d  us, b e  it  m o n ey , b o o k s  an d  o th e r  
lite ra tu re  fo r  th e  In firm a ry  in m ates, o ld  c lo th e s— w h a t n o t— p ossesses



a  h ig h e r  v a lu e  in  th e  E a s t E n d  o f  o u r  g re a t m etro p o lis  th a n  in a lm o st 
a n y  o th e r  p a rt o f  it ;  an d  th at, fu rth erm o re, fu ll d iscrim in atio n  is  e m ­
p lo y e d  in  d ire c tin g  su ch  a id  in to  th e  m o st ap p ro p riate  ch a n n e ls  b y  th e  
C o m m ittee  s p e c ia lly  form ed for th e  p u rp o se. G ifts  fo r  o u r  less  fo rtu n a te  
b re th re n  w ill  b e  g la d ly  rece ived , fo r  th e  co m m ittee, b y  its  H o n . S ec ., 

B a llio l House, Toynbee H all, E .  H a r r y  B a n b e r y ,  F .T .S .

Islington Centre.— W e  h ave  been  fo rtu n ate  in  se cu rin g , for o u r  
C e n tre  m eetin gs, a co m fo rtab le  room  in  W e llin g to n  H a ll, A lm e id a  S tre e t, 
Is lin g to n , N ., w h e re  w e  m eet on W e d n e sd a y  e v e n in g s  a t e ig h t  o ’c lo c k , 
s tu d y  co m m e n cin g  at 8.30. W e  a re  a t p re se n t ta k in g  M rs. A . B e sa n t’ s 
Death— and A fter f  as a b asis  fo r stu d y , g re a t in terest b e in g  m an ifested , 
o u r  p la n  b e in g  as fo llo w s: each  m em b er read s in  rotatio n  one o r  tw o  
p a ra g ra p h s  from  th e  b o o k , w h ic h  a re  th en  fu lly  d iscu ssed  b efo re  p a ss in g  
on  to  th e  n e x t. T h u s  each  m em b er h as  h is  o r  h e r  p a rt to do in  th e  
stu d y  o f  th e  C en tre . W e  a lso  m eet in  o u r  lib ra ry  at 10, P a rk  S tre e t, 
U p p er S tre e t, N ., on M o n d ay  e v e n in g s  at e ig h t  o ’ c lo c k  fo r  g e n e ra l c o n ­
versatio n  o n  T h e o so p h ic a l su b jects. V is ito r s  are  c o rd ia lly  in v ited  to  
b o th  m eetin gs. O u r  th a n k s  are  d u e  to  th e  T .  P . S . fo r  a  g e n e ro u s d o n a ­
tion  o f  b o o ks, a lso  to  G . R o w e for W hat is Theosophy f  and to  B ro . 
L e w is  for fo u r vo lu m es o f  L u c i f e r .  W e  sh o u ld  b e  very  th a n k fu l to  
re ce iv e  a n y  b o o ks, old n u m b ers  o f  L u c ip b r ,  The Path, and a n y  o th e r  
p u b lica tio n s o f  th e  S o c ie ty , for o u r  lib rary , sp e cia l w an t b e in g  fe lt  for a 
c o p y  o f  The Secret Doctrine for p u rp o se  o f  stu d y . O w in g  to  k in d n e ss  
o f  J . T .  C am p b ell w e h ave been a b le  to  p la ce  in  th e  C le rk e n w e ll F r e e  
L ib ra ry  co p ies o f  W . R . O ld ’s  W hat is Theosophy t  and M rs. A . B e sa n t’ s 
th ree  M an u als, w h ere  w e tru st th a t th e y  w ill b e  o f  b en efit in  p ro p a g a t­
in g  th e  e le m e n ta ry  p rin cip le s  o f  T h e o so p h y . R . K in g ,  Hon. Sec.

Middlesbrough Lodge.— W e  h a v e  h ad  a  m o n th  o f  co n sid e ra b le  
a c t iv ity , accen tu a ted  b y  a v is it  from  B ro. F irth , o f  B radford, w h o se  
e x c e lle n t  p a p er o n  Karm a, Freew ill and Fate, w a s  m uch  ap p reciated . 
A t  th e su g g e stio n  o f  th e  N o rth e rn  F e d e ra tio n  w e a d vertised  a  m e e tin g  
fo r  th e  b en efit o f  en q u irers  at D a rlin g to n  on O cto b e r  26th, w h ic h  a 
sm all c o n tin g e n t o f  o u r n u m b er to o k  in  hand. A fte r  m uch  p e rtin e n t 
q u e stio n in g  it  w as d ecid ed  to  form  a C e n tre  w ith  M rs. D o w n ie  as 
s e cre ta ry . O n e  o f  o u r  m em bers w ill a tten d  th e  w e e k ly  m eetin gs o f  
th is  c irc le  for th e  p resen t in  o rd e r  to assist in o rg a n iza tio n  and stu d y . 
A  D a rlin g to n  p a p e r  re ce n tly  p u b lish e d  a m ost fa ir  and reaso n ab le  
e d ito ria l on “ T h e o s o p h y  and C h r is tia n ity ,”  w h ic h  ju s t  cam e a t an  
o p p o rtu n e m om en t, w e  h a v e  a lso  h ad  th e  first a tta c k  from  M id d les­
b ro u g h  p u lp it s ; th e  B a p tists  b e in g  th e  first to  op en  th e  fire, and a lto ­
g e th e r  w e are  b e in g  w e ll a d vertised  ju s t  n ow .

Scottish Lodge.— T h e  co u rse  o f  p a p ers an d  d iscu ssio n s o n  th e  
H e rm e tic  P h ilo so p h y  b egu n  la s t w in te r  h a s  n o w  reach ed  th e  su b je ct o f  
th e  A to n em en t. T h e  P re sid e n t an d  C o u n cil, in  v ie w  o f  th e  im p o rta n ce  
o f  th e su b ject, h a v e  d ecid ed  to  d e v o te  se v e ra l m e e tin g s  e n tire ly  to  th e  
d iscu ssio n  o f  th is  p o in t, and to  illu s tra te  it b y  a  series  o f  pap ers d e a lin g  
w ith  th e  ato n em en t from  th e  s ta n d p o in t o f  va rio u s  g re a t re lig io u s  
system s.

In  o p e n in g  th e  w in te r  sessio n  th e  P re sid e n t rem a rk ed  th at, a cc o rd ­
in g  to  h is  v iew , th e  d o ctrin e  o f  th e  a to n em en t w as n o t d is tin c tiv e ly  o r 
s p e c ia lly  C h ristia n , b u t p erm eated  a ll th e  g re a t re lig io u s  syste m s; h e  
co n sid ered , h o w ever, th a t th e  C h ris tia n  d o ctrin e , p ro p e r ly  so -ca lled , 
b ro u g h t o u t th e th e o ry  o f  th e  ato n em en t in  its  fu lle st co m p leten ess. 
H e  h e ld  th at th e  C h ristia n  system  w as A d v a itin , in  co n n ectio n  w ith  
w h ic h  h e referred  to  the rece n t co rresp o n d en ce  in th e  Vdhan, an d  read 
th e  ed ito ria l n o te ; that th e  C a lv in is tic  an d  o th e r  P ro testan t sy ste m s 
w e re  c le a r ly  ta in ted  w ith  D vaitism , b u t as c le a r ly  w ere  n o t C h r is tia n ;

B a k e r  H u d s o n , Sec.



th at th e  H e b re w  w ord  tra n sla te d  a to n em en t in th e  O ld Testament d id  
no t p ro p e r ly  b e a r  th a t  m ean in g , and h e n ce  co n fu sio n  h ad  a risen . I n  
o rd e r  to  e x p la in  th e  m e a n in g s  o f  D v a ita  and A d v a ita  c le a r ly  to  th e  
L o d g e  h e  p ro p o sed  to  o p en  th e  series  w ith  a s k e tc h  o f  th e  a to n em en t 
in  th e  In d ian  system s.

H e  th en  tra ced  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  re lig io u s  th o u g h t— from  th e  
n a tu re  w o rsh ip  apparently in c u lc a te d  in  th e  V e d a s  th ro u g h  th e  G o d - 
s e e k in g  sp ir it  o f  th e  U p a n ish a d s, h o w  th ese  g re w  in to  a  ce re m o n ia l 
w o rsh ip , an d  h o w  b o th  B rS h m an as an d  U p a n ish a d s  w e re  red u ced  to  
sh o rt S u tra s, o r  d o g m a tic  v e rs ic le s  for m n em o n ic p u rp o se s; h o w  th e  
M im & m si sch o o l d iv id e d  in to  th e  P u rv a  an d  U tta ra  M im im s t ;  th e  
d ifferen ce  b etw een  K a rm a k d n d a  an d  Jfidna, and th e  c o m in g  o f  B u d d h a  to
Ereach  th e p u re  Jfl&na. H o w  a ll  th e  d iv e rg e n t sch o o ls  w e re  h arm o n ize d  

y  th e  g re a t  p h ilo so p h y  o f  S h a n k a ra , a b r ie f  e x p o sitio n  o f  w h o se  c h ie f  
ten e ts  w as, tn e P re sid e n t said , th e  b e st p o ssib le  a cco u n t o f  A d v a itism . 
A  co m p ariso n  o f  th e  le a d in g  In d ian  syste m s w ith  m o d ern  E u ro p e a n , 
and th e  c o m p le te  a n sw e rs  g iv e n  b y  S h a n k a ra  to  sp e cu la tio n s  a k in  to  
th o se  o f  M ill, S p e n ce r, H a m ilto n , L e ib n itz , etc., w a s  in tim ated  b u t n o t  
p u rsu ed  fo r  la c k  o f  tim e.

T h e  fo llo w in g  p a p e r  w a s  b y  E d . M aitlan d , s e t t in g  forth  th e  
h erm etic  v ie w  o f  th e  a to n em en t a cc o rd in g  to  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e  Perfect 
Wav. T h is  w as s p e c ia lly  w ritte n  for th e  S c o ttish  L o d g e . O th e r  p a p e rs  

w ill  fo llo w  in tu rn , and it  is h o p ed  th a t th e  su b je ct w ill  b e  th o r o u g h ly  
d iscu ssed . T h e  le a d in g  p a p e rs  w ill  ap p ea r in  d u e  c o u rse  in  the^Trans- 
action s.

Glasgow Centre.— O u r S u n d a y  m o rn in g  m eetin gs are  w e ll a tten d ed , 
an d  th e  in te re st in The Key to Theosophy is  fu lly  m ain ta in ed . S o m e ­
w h a t o f  a  sen satio n  w as cau sed  in o u r ra n k s  last m on th . A  lo c a l 
U n ita rian  m in iste r  essayed  to  ta k e  as th e  su b je ct o f  an  e v e n in g  a d d ress 
" M r s . B esan t, on  the c la im s o f  C h r is t"  etc., b u t o n e  o f  th e  e v e n in g  
papers, b y  a ju m b lin g  o f  q u o ta tio n  m a rk s  a d ve rtise d  it  as M rs. B esan t. 
" T h e  c la im s o f  C h ris t, e tc .”

T h is  cau sed  som e e x c ite m e n t. I t  is  to  b e  h o p ed , h o w ever, th a t 
th o se  w h o  w ere  m isled  in to  a tte n d in g  th ro u g h  litis  erro r w ere  n q t 
se rio u sly  d isa p p o in te d , as th e  p reach er (R e v . A . L a z e n b y )  is  la r g e ly  in  
sym p a th y  w ith  T h e o s o p h y .

A n o th e r  im p o rta n t item  w e  h a v e  to  rep o rt is  th a t o n e  o f  th e  lo c a l 
e v e n in g  p ap ers (.Evening News') h as op en ed  its  co lu m n s to  th e  d iscu ssio n  
o f  T h e o so p h y , and w e are  e n d e a v o u rin g  to  ta k e  fu ll  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  th u s  offered  to m ak e k n o w n  th e fact o f  o u r  e x iste n ce  a s  a  
cen tre  o f  th e T .  S ., an d  to  rem ove som e o f  th e  m isco n cep tio n s w h ic h
{>revail in  th e  m in d s o f  th e p u b lic  ab o u t T h e o so p h y . A b o u t fifteen  
etters  h ave a lre a d y  appeared , and th e  co rresp o n d en ce  s till  g o es  on.

W e h av e  fu rth e r  in a u g u ra te d  a series o f  m o n th ly  ad d resses co n fin ed  
to m em bers o n ly . B ro. A n d e rso n  o p en ed  th e  se rie s  w ith  an a b le  
ad d ress on What is Science? B ro. W illia m so n  fo llo w ed  on Esoteric 
Buddhism. J a m b s W ils o n ,  Hon. Sec.

Stockholm, Sweden, Oct. 17th, 1891.— C o u n tess  W a c h tm e is te r  le ft  
S to c k h o lm  on S ep t. 28th, acco m p an ied  b y  th e  s in ce re st w ish e s  o f  a ll  
T h e o so p h ists , w h o  w ill  a lw a ys , I  am  co n vin ced , try  to  rem em b er h e r  
jjood a d v ice  an d  h e r  p e rso n al e x a m p le  in  le a d in g  a  tr u ly  T h e o so p h ic a l

S in c e  h e r  d ep a rtu re  a g rea t c h a n g e  in  th e  o rg a n iza tio n  o f th e  
S w e d ish  T .  S. h as  o ccu rred . W e  are  n o w  a S u b -se ctio n  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  
S e ctio n , u n d er th e  n am e o f  " T h e  S c a n d in a v ia n  T .  S .,”  h a v in g  a lre a d y  
e ig h t  L o d g e s  in S w ed en  a n d  o n e  in N o rw a y . D r. G . Z a n d er w a s  
e le cte d  P resid en t, an d th e  C o u n c il w ill  co n tin u e  to  w o rk  u n d e r  h is  
g u id a n ce  till  M a y  n e x t  year. T h e  fo llo w in g  C o u n c il w as  e lected  o n



O c t. 15th  for th e  S to c k h o lm  L o d g e : P res., H . C e d e rsc h io ld ; V ic e -P re s ., 
M . F . N y stro m ; S e c ., G . K in e ll;  T re a s ., A . Z e tte rste n ; a lso  M rs. C . 
S ch o la n d e r.

O n  S e p t. 26th o u r secon d  L o d g e  in S to ck h o lm , th e  “ O rio n ,”  w as 
in a u g u ra te d  b y  D r. G . Z an d er, w h o , a fte r  a  sa lu tato ry  sp eech , in sta lle d  
th e  P resid en t, M r. T .  A lg r e n . T h e  C o u n te ss  W a c h tm e is te r  sp o k e  to  
th e  L o d g e , an d  accen tu a ted  th e  fact th a t th e  system  o f  h a v in g  m a n y  
L o d g e s  m  th e  sam e c ity  w as v e r y  often  ad op ted  and found efficacious, 
u n d e r  th e co n d itio n , h o w ever, th a t a ll th e  L o d g e s  w o rk  to g e th e r  in  a  
sp ir it  o f  b ro th erh o o d  w ith  th e  sam e o b je ct in v ie w — to  fu rth er th e
g e a t cause. T e le g ra m s  o f  c o n g ra tu la tio n  a rrived  from  K o p e n h a g u e , 

e ls in g b o rg , etc. S e v e n ty  to  e ig h ty  p erso n s w ere  p resen t.
A . C .

T h u  S c a n d i n a v i a n  S u b -s e c t i o n .

C h a rte rs  h a v e  been  issu ed  to  th e  fo llo w in g  S w e d ish  an d  N o rw e g ia n  
L o d g e s : th e  S to c k h o lm  L o d g e ; th e  S to c k h o lm  L o d g e  “ O r io n ” ; th e  
G o th e n b u rg  L o d g e ; th e  K a lm a r  L o d g e ; th e L u n d  L o d g e ; th e  N y k o p in g  
L o d g e  “ S in u s ” ; th e  H e ls in g b o rg  L o d g e ; th e  O reb ro  L o d g e ; th e  N o r ­
w e g ia n  L o d g e . A t  a m e e tin g  o f  th e  S w e d ish  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  on  
O cto b e r  8th. it  w as  u n a n im o u sly  reso lved  th at th e  S w ed ish  T .  S ., n o w  
n u m b e rin g  so m e 250 m em bers, re s id in g  in  S w ed en , N o rw ay , D en m ark , 
a n d  F in la n d , sh o u ld  b e  re o rg a n ize d  in to  a  S c a n d in a v ia n  T .  S ., as  a  
S u b -se c tio n  o f  th e  E u ro p ean  S e ctio n , T .  S . T h e  C o u n cil la id  b efo re  
th e  m e e tin g  a d ra ft P ro p o sed  C o n stitu tio n  o f  th e  S u b -se ctio n  to  be 
p resen ted  a t th e  first A n n u a l C o n v e n tio n  o f  th e  S ca n d in a v ia n  S u b ­
sectio n  a t S to ck h o lm , in th e la tte r  h a lf  o f  M ay, 1894, and it  w as  
reso lved  th a t th is  d raft P ro p o sed  C o n stitu tio n  sh o u ld  b e  v a lid  u n til 
C o n stitu tio n  and R u le s  o f  th e  S u b -se ctio n  w ere  f in a lly  accep ted  b y  th e  
said  C o n v e n tio n . G . Z a n d e r ,

President, Scandinavian Sub-section T. S .
G . R . S . M e a d ,

General Secretary, European Section T. S .

[ F o r  th e  rest o f  th e  A c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  S e ctio n , see  The 

Vahan.]

A M E R I C A N  S E C T I O N .

T h e o s o p h i c a i , H e a d q u a r t e r s ,
144, M a d is o n  A v e n u e ,

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  
October 16th, 1893.

A lr e a d y  th e  effects o f  th e  T h e o so p h ic a l C o n g re ss  at C h ic a g o  a re  
b e g in n in g  to sh o w  th em selves. N e v e r  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , I 
u n d erstan d , h as  th e  m em b ersh ip  g ro w n  so rap id ly . T h r e e  n ew  B ra n ch e s  
h a v e  been ch artered  w ith in  th e la s t m on th , w ith  a to ta l m em b ersh ip  o f  
ab o u t s ix ty . B ra n ch es  are re c e iv in g  a p p lica tio n s s tea d ily , th e  A ry a n  
B ra n c h  e v e ry  m eetin g  n ig h t, and th e  m em b ersh ip  a t la rg e  is  b e c o m in g  
g re a te r  e v e ry  d ay . M an y B ran ch es h a v e  se e m in g ly  ta k en  on a n ew  lease  
o f  life , and som e th a t h av e  been so m ew h a t d o rm an t d u rin g  th e  past, 
h a v e  op ened  h a lls  and are h o ld in g  lectu res  an d  op en  m eetin gs.

T n e  M asch m ed t F arm  w ill rem ain  op en  n e a r ly  all w in ter; it  is  
p ro p o sed  to  h a v e  a g a th e r in g  on C h ristm a s D a y, and th a t e x c e lle n t
F .T .S .  and o w n er o f  th e  farm , M r. H . M asch m ed t, is  m a k in g  a rra n g e ­
m en ts  to en te rta in  a la rg e  n u m b er o f  v is ito rs. S le ig h -r id in g  w ill be  
th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  d ay , and th o se  w h o  sp en d  th e ir  C h ristm a s th ere  w ill 
h a v e  a  “ go o d  tim e.”  M r. R . A . C h an d ler, w h o  h as been a t th e  H e ad -
Ju arters  in  N e w  Y o r k  C ity , is a ss is tin g  M r. M asch m edt, as  are M r. 

ertn and M iss C h a p in  o f  B ro o k ly n .
T h a t  in d e fa tig a b le  T h e o so p h ist, M r. B u rch am  H a rd in g , is  d o in g



a g ra n d  w o rk  for T h e o s o p h y  in  C h ic a g o . W h a t  w ith  le ctu re s, o p en  
m e e tin g s  and p a rlo u r  ta lk s , h is  tim e is  w e ll g iv e n  u p  to  h is  w o rk , a n d  
h is w e ll-k n o w n  th o ro u g h  m eth o d s m a k e  h is  p re se n ce  a t th a t c ity  a 
w o rth y  su p p le m e n t to  tn e  g re a t su cce ss  o f  th e  C o n g re ss  on  S e p te m b e r 
15th and 16th. H e  is  a b ly  assisted  b y  M essrs. W ad e, P uffer, an d  o th e rs.

T h e  le ctu re s  g iv e n  in N e w  Y o r k  C ity  are  w o rth y  o f  n ote. W ith  
su ch  su b je cts  as Theosophy o f S m a ll Things, The Com ing Doom , S im i­
larity o f the Doctrines taught by Christ and Buddha, The Goddess M ay&, 
The Consolations o f Theosophy, e tc ., and su ch  le ctu re rs  a s  M r. J a m es 
C o n n e lly , M iss K a th e rin e  H illa rd , M r. A le x a n d e r  F u llerto n , and o th ers, 
th e  B ra n ch e s  h a v e  h a r d ly  been  a b le  to  a cco m m o d ate  th e  cro w d s w h o  
a tten d  ea ch  le ctu re .

A t  th e  B ra n c h  m eetin gs, th ere  is  a m ore a p p re c ia tiv e  a tte n d a n ce —  
an e a g e r  d em an d  fo r  T h e o s o p h ic  lite ra tu re , s e e m in g ly  in sa tia b le . 
A sso c ia te  m em b ersh ip s  are  o ften  ta k e n  b efo re  th e  v is ito r  h a s  a tten d ed  
th e  four tim es a llo w e a  him  b y  th e  ru le s ; an d  m a n y  h av e  ta k e n  th em  fo r 
th e  p u rp ose o f  a tte n d in g  th e  c la sse s  for d iscu ssio n  w h ich  a re  h e ld  
w e e k ly  for m em b ers an d  a sso ciates  o n ly .

O u r B ro th er H e v a v ita ra n a  D harniap& la, w h o  is r e tu rn in g  to  In d ia , 
via Japan, lectu red  tw ice  in  C a lifo rn ia  b efo re  s a ilin g  on  O c to b e r  10th.

S o m e tim e s in c e  The Path  p ro p h esied  th a t th e  c u rre n t lite ra tu re  
w o u ld  c h a n g e  its  s ty le , and th a t w e  w o u ld  see  O ccu ltism  an d  th e  O c c u lt  
A r ts , em bod ied  in m a n y  s tra n g e  form s. S u c h  is  e v id e n tly  th e  case  a t  
p re se n t; w e  see  th e  n o v e l w riters  o f  th e  d a y  are  in se rtin g , in stea d  o f  
th e  tim e-w o rn  d u el, ab d u ctio n , a ssassin atio n , etc., a  se cre t c ry p t  w h ere in  
an “ a d e p t”  (?) d isp en ses “ k n o w le d g e ”  (? ?) o f  an o c c u lt  tren d , r e a lly  
c o n s istin g  o f  T h e o s o p h y  so w e ll d ilu te d  an d  a d u ltera ted  w ith  th e  w riter ’s  
o w n  m isco n ce p tio n s as to  ren d er th e  in fo rm a tio n  w h ich  s e e m in g ly  
m ig h t b e  o b ta in ed  from  su ch  a  m ass o f  in k  and p a p e r w o rth less.

T h e  m ag a zin es  are  d r ift in g  in to  th e  cu rre n t. In  th e  Arena  fo r  
A u g u s t , a w rite r  s a y s :

All the teachers of religious and moral philosophy have embodied their ideals 
in a single word, and their followers have perpetuated their ideals through the ages. 
The ideal o f Buddha, renunciation; that o f Zoroaster, Purity; o f Confucius, modera­
tion; of Muses, law, aud Plato, harmony. Wc arc in the midst of a great upheaval 
o f religious thought. Materialistic dogmas have had their day. . . . No longer 
will men be contented with visionary ideals and mystic theology. . . . Prom 
such erroneous standpoints, men have long portrayed an anthropomorphic God, a 
material heaven, a corporeal and imperfect man, and an ever-present, all-powerful 
Devil.

A n d  th e  E d ito r  in  h is  n o tes re m a rk s:
The old condition o f things no longer prevails. . . .  In the universe o f re­

adjusted thought that begins to reveal itself to the modern seer, man finds himself 
in the presence o f a Being quite unlike the God o f his inherited theology. This 
Being is not the world's externa] king, but its indwelling soul and life; he is not 
law-giver, but L A W ; not governor, but pervading spirit.

The world of to-day lias been drawn, in some way or to a certain degree, into a 
current of occult thought. . . . The English Psychical Society and its carefully 
made investigations and conclusions; the growth o f interest in Theosophy; the 
inflowing current of spiritual thought, with so many sticks and straws on the sur­
face as to mislead the onlooker into believing it a lesser force than it has proved— 
all these agencies and other uncounted ones have slowly prepared the popular mind 
for fresh steps in the new path. . . .

. . . Our senses, by long limitation to the facts of our own space, are numb 
and stupid and unreceptive to the facts o f the higher space. They can be educated, 
and they are to be, and the phenomena of modern spiritualism (are) merely (an) 
introduction to larger knowledge: . . . the speech o f lower space can never put 
into words the wonders o f the higher.

A n d  in  th e  S e p te m b e r n u m b er o f  th e  sam e m agazin e, E lla  W h e e le r  
W ilc o x  has w ritte n  a v e ry  in te re s tin g  a rtic le  u pon  “ S p ir itu a l P h e n o ­
m en a  from  a T h e o s o p h ic  V ie w .”
• • •  • •  • • •  • • «



T h e  A r y a n  P ress is  d o in g  a la rg e  b u sin ess  now , and a  n ew  ed itio n  
o f  The Voice o f the Silence, u n ifo rm  in s ize  w ith  th e A m e ric a n  ed itio n s  
o f  Bhagavad Gita, and Yoga Aphorisms, is  b e in g  h u rried  a lo n g  as fast as 
is  possib le, an d w ill p ro b a b ly  b e  read y  for sa le  in  D ecem b er. The Ocean 
o f Theosophy has su rp assed  even  th e  sa n g u in e  e x p e cta tio n s  o f  th e  p erso n  
w h o  b o u g h t th e  first c o p y  issued, and is  n ow  g o in g  in to  a  seco n d  e d i­
tion. T h e  few  erro rs n o tice d  in  th e  first ed itio n  h a v e  b een  co rre cte d , 
and th e secon d  ed itio n  w ill p erh ap s b e  even  m ore d e sira b le  th a n  th e  
first.

T h e  p u rch ase  o f  an e le c tr ic  m otor is u n d e r  fav o u ra b le  co n sid e ra ­
tion , an d  w ith  th e  a ssista n ce  o f  th is, o u r old  friend, th e  e v e r-fa ith fu l 
" D r ."  P rate r  w ill b e  en ab led  to  d e liv e r  th e p rin te d  m atter a d a y  o r  tw o  
so o n er than he is  ab le  a t p resen t.

T h e  rep o rt o f  p ro ce e d in g s  a t th e  T h e o so p h ic a l C o n g re ss  is  w e ll  
u n d er w ay , and w ill be issu ed  soon . I t  w ill  b e  n ece ssa ry  to  e v e r y  
T h e o so p h ist’s lib rary , and w il l  co n sist o f  ab o u t 175 p ages.
• • • •  • •  • •  • • •

F ro m  th e  U n iv e rs itie s  co m e th e  n ew s th a t a  c h a ir  for B u d d h ism  is  
u n d er favo u rable  co n sid eratio n  a t H a rv a rd , an d  as in th is  W estern  w o rld  
th e a vera ge  c itizen  h as a  w a n d e rin g  an d  co n fu sed  id ea  th a t T h e o s o p h y  
is  a so rt o f  B uddhism  o r  B r& hm anism , th is  w ill  u n d o u b te d ly  lead  to  a 
d iscu ssio n  o f  T h e o s o p h y  to  a  g re a te r  o r le ss  e x te n t. A n d  w h en  w e  
h e a r  th a t in  m an y  o f  o u r le a d in g  U n iv e rs itie s  th ere  a re  form ed c la sse s  
for th e  in v e stig a tio n  o f  T h e o s o p h y  th ro u g h  th e  m edium  o f  Isis Unveiled 
and o th e r  T h e o so p h ic  w o rk s  (tn e re  is a  B ra n ch  at H a rv ard ), w e  are  re ­
jo ic e d  in  h eart, for w e fee l assu red  th at th e  m o vem en t th is  cen tu ry  is  
so m e th in g  o f  a  su ccess, a lth o u g h  a fa ilu re  in  th e  past.

S o  w e m ove a lo n g. A n d  as w e w o rk , w e  see th e  s ig n s  o f  th e  tim e s; 
w e  n o tice  th at th e  w o rld  h as d evelo p ed  an in q u ir in g  d isp o sitio n , m en 
n o  lo n g e r  are  w illin g  to  a cce p t re lig io u s  b e lie f  on  fa ith  o n ly — th e y  
dem an d  proof. A n d  th is  is  w h ere  th e C h u rch  ta k es  issu e  w ith  T h e o ­
so p h y. W e  can  see in  th e  fu tu re  a  tim e w h en  it w ill  a ttem p t to  re ­
assert its  pow er— and w h o  can  te ll th e  resu lt?  Y e t  th ro u g h  th is  w il l  
co m e a n ew  o rd er o f  th in gs, a  b e lte r  co n d itio n  fot m an 111 e v e r y th in g  
th a t m ak es life  w o rth  th e  liv in g , a  h ap p ier  life  for th e  w o rld . A n a  
H a th a w a y ’ s w o rd s are  v e ry  f i t t in g :

The path o f Progress is a perilled w ay;
The New Age comes to birth through conflict sore,

Whose travail now we see;
I f  not in vain, its anguish we deplore:

Y et turns the world into a better day,
When Right shall be the Master ever more,

And Power the servant be.
G . D. O . Y .

A U S T R A L A S I A .

Melbourne, Sept. 25th, iS q j.— Q u ite  th e  m ost im p o rta n t e v e n t o f  
th is  m onth, from  o u r p o in t o f  v iew , h a s  b eeu  th e form ation  o f  a M e l­
b o u rn e  P sy ch ica l R esea rch  S o c ie ty , on  th e  sam e lin es as th a t o f  
E n g la n d . T h e  in itia l m e e tin g  w as m ost in terestin g , form ed as it w as  
o f  w e ll kn o w n  p eo p le  o f  th e  m ost d iverse  sh ad es o f  o p in io n  re g a rd in g  
th e  p h en o m en a  o f  th e  su p ern o rm al. T h e  w o rk  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is  a t 
p resen t a  litt le  b it v a g u e ; th e y  are  to  be, in  a w ay , p sy ch ica l M icaw b ers. 
an d  in v e stig a te  a n y th in g  th a t tu rn s up. T h e  v is it  o f  M rs. C o o p er- 
O a k le y  d id  m u ch  to  tu rn  th e  a tten tio n  o f  p eop le  in th is  v e ry  co m m e r­
c ia l and m o n e y -g ru b b in g  c ity  to th e  d iscu ssio n  o f  o th e r  th in g s  th an  
le d g e rs  and b a lan ce-sh eets, and s in ce  th en  m an y th in g s  h a v e  h ap p en ed  
w h ich  h av e  h ad  in flu en ce  in th e  sam e d irection . F o r  o n e  th in g , th e  
p u b lica tio n  o f  M r. S te a d 's  Borderland h as p ro vo k ed  critic ism , an d th e  
en d  o f  th e  d iscu ssio n  h as  b een , so far, th at m an y p eo p le , fo rm e rly



s c e p tic a l o r  in d ifferen t, a re  n o w  s a y in g  th e re  is  “ s o m e th in g  in  it/ ' a n d  
are  a g re e d  th a t th e re  a re  th in g s  l it t le  u n d ersto o d  th a t n eed  e n q u iry . 
T h e  S o c ie ty  h a s  re ce iv e d  a g re a t d ea l o f  a tte n tio n . I  q u o te  a p a ssa g e  
from  a le a d in g  a rtic le  in  The Age, w h ic h  is, I  th in k , o f  g e n e ra l in te re st: 

The supernatural o f one age is the natural o f another, and one o f the tasks 
which we understand the Society in question to set itself is to show that the 
dividing line which separates them is not so clear and well defined as we have been 
in the habit o f supposing. It is easy to say that one group of facts is natural and 
the other supernatural, but human experience is enlarging our acquaintance with 
both groups every day, and the result is that many of the mysteries that once 
puzzled our grandparents have, by the aid o f the microscope and the telescope, 
been bereft o f all that was mysterious about them. People who argue against the 
authenticity o f ghosts on the ground that they violate the known Taws of matter, 
reason on the assumption that there are no laws o f matter whicb they do not 
know, or, in other words, that there are no more discoveries to be made in the 
domain of the invisible. Tevons says, “ a phenomenon which refuses to be explained 
by any known law may indicate the operation o f some entirely new series of natural 
forces," and it follows therefore that the phenomenon may be genuine in the sense 
o f being objective, though we do not know what the forces are to which its owes its 
genesis. For that matter, we do not know a great many things whicb we accept, 
and which we should hesitate to ascribe to a supernatural origin. Who ever saw 
an atom, for instance; or who can make visibte tne force by which a magnet draws 
a group o f steel filings to itself; yet systems o f philosophy, both practical and 
speculative, have been built up and sustained on the hypothesis that they both 
exist and play a very conspicuous part in Cosmos. Nothing that goes on in the 
parlour of the medium is more wonderful or unintelligible than anything that is 
occurring outside i t  The medium herself is a greater mystery than tne spirit 
which sne raises to gratify her company, if  she were only conscious of it; for she 
cannot tell why her heart Seats or her brain throbs, or anything more about herself 
except that she weighs so many stones, and is able to speak, think and move with­
out being able to discover the sources o f the power that does it all. Is the worm 
conscious of the changes that are at work within him which make for the butterfly ? 
Or is the tadpole conscious that he will one day develop into a frog? The trans­
formation indicates the presence o f a force that is none the less real because it 
cannot be detected by the lens o f the scientist; and if  this is admitted, how can 
we reasonably den)’ tne feats o f the clairvoyant or the mind-reader, because they 
bespeak the operation o f occult or supersensuous faculties that are apparently in* 
dependent o f the eye, the ear, the touch, or any other organ ?

T h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l L e a g u e  h ere  is  n o t o ffic ia lly  a sso c ia tin g  its e lf  
w ith  th is  n ew  P s y c h ic a l R esea rch  S o c ie ty , b u t M r. H u n t, o u r P re si­
den t, an d  h is  fath er, a lso  o n e  o f  th e  m em b ers o f  o u r  C om m ittee, are  
b oth  on th e  C o u n cil, w h ich  co n sists  o f  som e le a d in g  p h y s ic ia n s  an d  
m en o f  cu ltu re .

W e  are  a ll la m e n tin g  th a t o u r S u n d a y  e v e n in g  p u b lic  m e e tin g s  
a re  su d d e n ly  p u t an end to. T h e  H e a lth  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  C ity  
C o u n c il h a v e  ra ised  th e  o b jectio n  th at o u r room  is n o t licen sed  for 
p u b lic  m eetin gs, an d  as th e  e x its  are  a lle g e d  to  b e  in su ffic ien t in  case  
o f  fire, n o  m ore m e e tin g s  a re  to  b e h e ld  th ere. T h e  le a se  o f  o u r  
p resen t room  e x p ire s  in  ab o u t s ix  o r  seven  w eeks, and it  is  p o ssib le  
th a t w e  m a y  th e n  m o ve b a c k  to  o u r o ld  q u a rters  in  Q u ee n ’s  W a lk , to  
the room  w h ich  w a s  ta k e n  s h o rtly  a fte r  M rs. C o o p e r-O a k le y ’ s a rriva l, 
w hen sh e form ed  th e T h e o so p h ic  L e a g u e . T h e  o r ig in a l room  is 
m ore c e n tra l an d  m o re e a sy  o f  access  th an  o u r p re se n t q uarters, an d  
th o u g h  it is  sm a ll, w e  can  h ire  a sm a ll h a ll w h en  w e w ish  to h o ld  a  
p u b lic  m eetin g.

T h e  th ree  S u n d a y  le ctu re s  w e  h a v e  had s in ce  m y  last le tter h a v e  
a ll been  u n u s u a lly  in te re stin g . T h e  first, on  The Religious Views o f  
Shelley, b y  M r. B e sa n t-S co tt, w as  la r g e ly  a tten d ed , an d  th e  d iscu ssio n  
a fterw a rd s w as g o o d . T h e  le ctu re r  v e ry  n a tu ra lly  fe ll b a c k  o n  R e in c a r­
n ation  to  e x p la in  th e  e x tra o rd in a ry  g e n iu s  o f  th e  g re a t p oet, for th ere  
w as n o th in g  in  h is  b irth  o r  ed u catio n  to  a cco u n t for m ore k n o w le d g e  
a n d  a cq u irem en ts  th an  fall to  th e  lo t o f  th e  o rd in a ry  w e ll-to -d o  co u n try  
sq u ire . M r. H u n t ’s le c tu re  on  Devachan th e  fo llo w in g  w e e k  g a v e  a  
v e ry  lu c id  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  v a rio u s  p o st-m o rtem  states, and p ro v o k e d  
a  g o o d  d ea l o f  d iscu ssio n . M r. J. W . H u n t (fa th e r  o f  o u r P resid en t)



lectu red  on Temperance and the Progress o f the World, and sh ow ed , w ith  
th e  h e lp  o f  a  g re a t m a n y  sta tistics , h o w  no g re a t reform  is p o ssib le  
u n le ss  the te rr ib le  e v il o f  d ru n k e n n e ss  b e  first a b o lish ed .

T h e  M elb o u rn e B ra n ch  h as  been g o in g  on w ith  its  u su a l w e e k ly  
m eetin gs, and d u rin g  th e  past m o n th  its  tim e h as  been  c h ie fly  ta k e n  u p  
b y  a  lo n e , d iscu rs iv e  p ap er b y  o n e  o f  its  m em bers, M r. C rid d le , c o n ta in ­
in g  n u m b erless o b je ctio n s  to  th e  th e o ry  o f  R e in ca rn a tio n .

T h e  M a yb a n k  B ran ch  h a v e  had a go o d  p ap er on The P lurality o f  
Worlds, and th e  s tu d y  o f  The Secret Doctrine and o f  Death— and A fter  f  

h as been co n tin u ed .
T h e  D e b atin g  C lu b  has h e ld  its  w e e k ly  m eetin gs re g u la r ly . W e  

h a v e  draw n u p  a sy lla b u s  for som e w eek s, and th ere  are m a n y  in te re st­
in g  su b jects  dow n, su ch  as V iv is e c tio n , th e  W om an Q u estio n  (w h ich  
h as  ju s t  been so  su c c e ssfu lly  so lv e d  in N e w  Z ealan d ), V e g e ta ria n ism , 
O ccu ltism , etc.

T h e  R e lie f  F u n d  co n tin u es its  lab o u r o f  lo ve, an d  m an y  d e s e rv in g  
cases h av e  received  help . W e h a v e  n o t y e t  g o t b eyo n d  tem p o ra ry  
relief, b u t vve do n o t lose s ig h t o f  o u r u ltim a te  aim .
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W m rsophical
A N D

fR js t ic  ^itblicatums.
T H E  PATH (Nav York City, U.S.A.).

Vol. VIII, No. 7 :— A paper on “ Occult 
Arts ”  opens this number, in which some 
important points are brought out on the 
subject o f “ Precipitation.” Its modus 
operandi is described, and the requisite 
conditions for thus sending messages are 
laid down. After Annie Besant’s article 
on “  Conviction and Dogmatism,*' comes 
the republication of an old letter from a 
Master, which should be read by all with 
special notice o f wliat is there said as to 
the writing of The Secret Doctrine. Pro­
fessor G. N. Chakravarti as the “ Pace of 
a Friend”  will be welcome to all who had 
the pleasure of meeting him during his 
too brief visit to the West. “ That Ever­
lasting Personal Equation,” by Dr. J. D. 
Buck, is a spirited article on mock 
“ liberty,” and the author speaks truly 
when saying that the “ surest road to 
Popery is the cry of No Popery!”  "B e­
fore American Spiritualism,”  "Proof as 
to Masters,”  “ The Name ‘Am erica’ In­
digenous,”  are all good, and “ An Alle­
g o ry” is a telling story that bears a 
message too often forgotten in this age 
o f  intellectualism.

TH EOSOPH ICAL SIFTIN G S (London).
Vol. VI, No. 11:— The paper on “  Evolu­

tion,”  by R. B. Holt, shows very great 
industry in the collection o f references 
from the writings o f H. P. Blavatsky on 
this interesting subject. For this reason 
it  should prove of use to many students, 
who will, however, be forced to differ 
somewhat in their interpretation of 
several passages brought forward. For 
instance, when we read that “ we have 
been told that the Unconscious or Abso­
lute evolved the Conscious or Finite in 
the hope of attaining clear self-conscious­
ness, i.e., of becoming man,”  it is neces­
sary to refer to The Secret Doctrine, L 51,

for the correct and really totally different 
teaching. For there we find it stated 
that, “ according to Hegel," the above is 
true, though “ a VedAntin would never 
admit this Hegelian idea; and the Oc­
cultist would say that it applies perfectly 
to the awakened Mahat . . . the first 
aspect of the changeless Absolute, but 
never to the latter.”  “ Peace of Mind,” 
by W. Beale, has no small charm, though 
we would suggest that care should be 
taken in the use o f the term “ atom” ; to 
too many it conveys the idea of a “ small 
lump of stuff.”

T H E  TH EOSOPH ICAL FORUM 
(New York City, U.S.A.).

No. 52:—A question as to the teaching 
of Reincarnation in Isis Unveiled is fully 
disposed of for the tenth time or so. The 
Church comes in for further criticism at 
the hands o f the editor; the "fall into 
generation” is shown to be not neces­
sarily a fa ll; “ unmerited suffering”  is 
still further discussed, but the editor’s 
argument falls to the ground if, after all, 
the “ few and the best”  would rather 
avoid the bliss o f Devachan than other­
wise; a question on “ physical, intellec­
tual, and spiritual ”  training is answered 
with great good sense, and the issue is 
concluded by a brief answer on the sub­
ject o f Antinomian morality.

T H E  PRASNOTTARA (Madras).
Vol. I l l,  No. 33:— Most o f the answers 

are continuations o f those given in the 
preceding number, and, although nothing 
new is added, they are none o f them 
without interest The Hatha Yogic prac­
tice o f projecting the ChhAyA- Purusha is 
further treated of, and its method de­
scribed, but we wonder what spiritual 
progress can be made thereby. The 
questioner who requires a “ scientific



definition ”  of Kundalinl is very properly 
“ sat upon” by his Hindfi brethren, but 
manages to elicit the following from 
J. N. O., who quotes from Yftgnavalka: 
“ Holding a number o f nerve centres and 
its own tail within its mouth, the Kunda­
linl always . . . sits (or lies) at the 
navel; to know it Buddhi (which includes 
both the Buddhi and Manas of Theo­
sophical phraseology) should be concen­
trated.”  The last query, as is explained 
by most o f the answerers, shows how 
often the attainment of Siddliis is thought 
to be the end of RAja Yogic training.

TH E  VAHAN (London).
Vol. I l l,  No 4:— “ The Enquirer" is 

better treated this month, and “ Activi­
ties'* are reduced to more respectable 
dimensions. The question as to the 
occult method of teaching is further re­
plied to, and those interested should 
read a short article signed R. S., in the 
Countess Wachtmeister’s recently pub­
lished book, which gives most interesting 
particulars as to the method followed by
H. P. B. with some o f her pupils. A 
Lodge questions why phenomena should 
not be produced “ in the presence of 
eminent scientists, in order to further 
the Theosophical cause.”  Out o f the ten 
answers sent in, only one, we are glad to 
say, is in favour of such a course being 
followed. “ Occult phenomena,”  “ emi­
nent scientists” ; strange combination! 
Other questions deal with schools of 
Br&hmanism, Vedftntin and otherwise, 
and are necessarily technical. But the 
number is decidedly interesting, and the 
long list of activities speak well for the 
continued progress o f Theosophy in 
Europe.

O RIEN TAL D EPAR TM EN T (London).
Vol. I, No. 6:— The reviewer prophesies! 

In the year 1895 (or later) newspaper boys 
will loudly proclaim through the streets 
o f English towns, “ Speshul ’dishun, 
O. D.—just out.”  And i f  in those days 
the quality o f the Oriental Department is 
even better than that o f the present issue, 
there will be a request for more than one 
“ speshul.”  Translations from the Diwdn- 
i-H&ftx, Masnawi-i-Bit A lt Qalandar, and 
the Masnawt-i-M&nwi, by B. N. S.; 
“  Nirang Kflsti,”  by N. P. Bilimoria, an 
article on the rationale of some Zoroas­

trian customs; “ The Classic o f Purity,”  
from the Chinese, and some comments 
on Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras are almost 
equally good. We live in critical times, 
and this warning o f a Sfifi merchant 
might profitably be borne in mind: “ One 
word is sufficient to ruin a whole world 
and to put the spirit of a lion into dead 
foxes.” For “ the tongue is like a stone, 
the lips like iron: that which springs 
from them as their product must be as 
fire. Do not strike the one against the 
other in vain, now by way of gossip, anon 
in idle bragging; for darkness is all 
around, and the world a heap o f cotton.”

T H E  IRISH  TH EOSOPH IST (Dublin).
Vol. II, No. 1:— Welcome to the second 

volume of our Irish fellow-workerl 
The watchword of its further progress is 
given in the short editorial, “ Ourselves,”  
with which this number opens: “ We go 
right on!” And may good luck go with 
you, and before you, and behind you, is 
the wish o f L uciP ga. “ Theosophy In 
Plain Language” now deals, and deals 
well, with Reincarnation. “ A tthe Dawn 
of Kaliyuga” is a pretty story by “ ^E” ; 
Mrs. Corbett’s “ Notes on the Advaita 
Philosophy” is concluded; “ Proof as to 
Masters”  is reprinted from The Path, and 
K. B. L. says true words on “ Unity,”  
bringing in this thought: “  I have failed! 
how often that thought turns peace to 
pain, and life's sweetness into the very 
waters of Marah. In some task bravely 
undertaken, some deed of mercy at­
tempted, failure instead of success has 
apparently crowned our effort; what does 
it matter i f  we have failed, i f  the motive 
has been unselfish, the work bravely 
done? W hy should we be exempt from 
failure ? Why should we claim that re­
sults often only to be estimated in years 
to come, should be at once obvious to us. 
'Have you heard that it is good to win 
the day? I say that it is good to fall—  
battles are lost in the same spirit in which 
they are won.*”

L E  LOTUS BLEU (Paris).
Vol. IV, No. 7:—A  very good number. 

The translation of “ Notes on Nirv&na” 
is brought to a conclusion; “  Les Cycles”  
is as well continued as ever; “ Les Re­
incarnations” is an excellent short article 
in a decidedly pleasing style, the raison 
d'itre of which is a plea for greater



patience. N ext come "N otes et Re­
flexions,”  by Guymiot—principally deal­
ing with the tattvic basis o f manifestation; 
" L a  Chute des Anges et la Chute de 
I’ Homme,”  by Dr. Pascal, which com* 
mences what should be an interesting 
series o f articles based on The Secret Doc- 
trine; the “ Cat£chisme Visisht&dvaita” 
and "  lichos du Monde Theosophique.”

SOPHIA [Madrid).
Vol. I, No. 10:— The translation of Mrs. 

Besant’s Reincarnation is finished in this 
issue, and our Spanish brethren have 
to be credited with yet another mark of 
honour for their tireless efforts. "  Science: 
Oriental and Occidental,”  learned and 
yet interesting, by Dr. B. de Toledo, and 
“ Quien Siembra Recoge”  are both con­
tinued, and “ The Symbolism of the 
Cross,”  by M. Trevino, brings a really first- 
rate number to a close.

LOTUS BLOTH EN [Leipzig).
Vol. I, No. 13:— The number before us 

is certain to do good work into whatever 
hands it falls, containing further trans­
lations of the Katha Upanishad, by C. J.; 
extracts from the Stanzas o f the Book o f 
Dyzan, and Mrs. Besant’s Manual on Re­
incarnation. The whole is ably concluded 
by some sound common sense from the 
pen of the editor, under the title o f 
“ Der ‘ Ethische Bund.’ ”

T H E  BUDDHIST [Colombo).
Vol. V, Nos. 33-38:—The "H istory of 

Sumedba,” translated by T. B. Yatawara, 
retells the oft-told tale o f Gautama’s last 
birth; the translation of the SatipatthAna 
Sutta is also continued, and the “ Middle 
P ath”  from the Neyyarthadipaniya 
brought to a conclusion. These series 
o f translations are a most satisfactory in­
novation in the management o f The 
Buddhist, and we hope more work o f this 
sort will be done by Sinhalese and other 
scholars. I f  possible, hitherto untrans­
lated books should be selected, and philo­
sophical or ethical treatises are certain to 
do more good than instalments of JAtaka 
tales. Amongst reprints we notice “ Some 
Lost Chords: or Esoteric Christianity,”  
from The Path.

TH E  TH EOSOPH ICAL T H IN K E R  
[Bellary, Madras).

Vol. I, Nos. 29-3*: —  Our Bellary 
brethren continue to show what Hindils

can do when they choose. The two 
supplements issued with these numbers 
are both good, the first dealing with 
“ Guru-Sliishya-BhAva: or the Relation­
ship between a Guru and his Disciple,”  
and the second with "Y o g a ” as taught 
by Patanjali. The former, by our brother 
K. N&r&yanaswamy Aiyar, brings out 
forcibly the spiritual nature o f the tie 
between a Master and his pupil, and the 
necessity o f trusting to the intuitive 
faculty in order to discriminate between 
the true and false Ach&rya. One other 
point might be added to those touched 
on by the writer, in case some still expect 
to discover a Teacher by any outward 
show o f power: it is this, that "th e power 
which the disciple shall covet is that 
which shall make him appear as nothing 
in the eyes o f men.”  Other articles o f 
interest are almost too numerous to tabu­
late, but we may especially mention the 
sound teaching o f the editor's "Salvation 
by Karma,”  and what promises to be a 
valuable translation of a standard Telugu 
VedAntic work—the Seetaramanjaneyam, 
by two o f our Madanapalle members.

TH EOSOPH IA (Amsterdam).
Vol. II, No. 18:— “ Afra” opens as usual, 

this time with well-chosen words on 
"R eligion ” ; the translations previously 
noticed are continued, and others are 
commenced o f the Letters that Have 
Helped Me, and o f A  Dream by Max 
Oliver.

T H E  N EW  CALIFO RN IAN  [Los 
Angeles, Calif., U.S.A.).

Vol. I l l ,  N a  4:—The Editor’s "K e y ­
notes”  this month are particularly good, 
treating o f force o f character. Dr. J. D. 
Buck next deals lucidly with "O ccult 
Forces,”  tracing their generation through 
corresponding elementary kingdom*; H. 
T. Patterson, on “ Alchemy and Rosicru- 
cianism,”  writes shortly but to the point; 
“ Numbers and their Relations” is en­
tirely devoid o f anything approaching 
references, though requiring these owing 
to the many quotations made; "A  Scien­
tific Analysis of the Units o f Matter”  
has analyzed itself to nothingness, and 
some reprints from The Buddhist Ray 
and The Irish Theosophist make up the 
rest o f the number. "Poetry,”  poetical 
and otherwise, abounds. But we dare 
not criticize.



T H E  PACIFIC TH EO SO PH IST (San 
Francisco, U.S.A.).

Vol. IV, No. 3:— Dr. J. A. Anderson has 
brought his series on “ Reincarnation”  to 
a close, and we hope they will be re­
printed in pamphlet form, as an intro­
duction to his larger work on the subject. 
“ The Masters,”  commencing with the 
words of the Persian sage, “ More K ing­
doms await thy diadem than are known 
to thee by name” —is especially good; 
“ Theosophy around the W orld” is an 
appreciative notice o f Mrs. Cooper- 
Oakley’s work in Australia and America; 
and “ The Congress of Religions,”  “ Notes 
and News”  afford by no means uninterest­
ing reading. Another of Jasper Nie- 
mand’s “ Letters to a Student” is given, 
and we take this from much worth re­
membering: “ The real value of mantrams 
lies in their combinations of sound. I 
believe that there is also great usefulness 
in embodying some central ides in a word 
or sentence and keeping it before us. 
. . .  At this time, a good mantram for 
T. S., and one which seems to recur with 
force and to be needed, too, is, ‘ Blessed 
are the peace-makers.’ . . . Another of 
the second kind is this: ‘ Consider, when 
thou speakest, whether thy words will 
promote love; i f  not, speak n o t ’ ”

T,A HATTTE SCIEN CE (Paris).
Vol. I, No. 10:— “ Ex<g6se Biblique et 

Symbolique Chrftienne,” by Louis Me­
nard, will be o f interest to all but the 
most learned students o f comparative 
mythology. The transitions are con­
tinued as before, and we take the follow­
ing from that o f Tchotng-YoAng, “ L’in- 
varisble Milieu” : “ Celui qui eat sincere 
et attentif & ne rien faire aux autres de 
ce qu’il ne voudrait pas qu’on lui fit,

n’est pas loin de la lo t Ce qu’il desire 
qu’on ne lui fasse pas, qu’il ne le fasse 
pas lui-mtme aux autres.”

EVOLUTION ACCORDING TO 
THEOSOPHY.

This pamphlet, by Miss Katharine 
Hillard, should be o f considerable ser­
vice for study in Lodges. It is divided 
into two parts, the first dealing with the 
evolution of the earth, and the second 
with that o f man. Besides containing 
nearly all the necessary references to 
The Secret Doctrine, many more are 
added from the works o f recent scientific 
writers, to illustrate or support the eso­
teric teaching.

The following have also been received: 
The American Department of Branch 
Work, Paper 36, on “ Religion, Science, 
Philosophy and Theosophy.”  by H. T. 
Patterson—a very useful tract for intelli­
gent beginners; numbers 35 to 39 o f the 
Sanmdrga Bodhint (Telugu), containing 
amongst many original articles of interest 
a translation o f a part of The Key to 
Theosophy; the September issue o f The 
Qui Afshdn, in which a decided improve­
ment is to be noticed in the selection of 
matter for reprints— H. C.’s “ Remaining 
Five Years” from The Irish Theosophist 
being given, ss well as an article from 
the European Oriental Department.

We have also received Theosophy and 
Christianity (price id.) and Theosophy in 
Questions and Answers (price 3 .̂), by 
Annie Besant, and Theosophy and Occul­
tism (price id.), by an Indian F.T.S.; 
these three pamphlets being yet another 
evidence o f the excellent workmanship 
of the “ H. P. B. Press.”

T.

E a r t h  may renounce its scent, water its moisture . . • the sun may re­
nounce his glory, fire its heat, the god of justice his impartislity— but never can I 
renounce Truth.—AfahdbMrata, Adi Parva.


