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PREFACE

(with some necessary adjustments) from Roman Egypt to Western India, and
this text is one of the principle sources for the long tradition of horoscopic
astrology in India.

As one further evidence of its influence on Indian science I quote from a letter
written to me by Professor Kripa Shanker Shukla, dated Lucknow 26 January
1977. He informs me that, in his Aryabhatiyabhasya written in a.p. 629 (of which
important work Professor Shukla is publishing a long-awaited critical edition
this year), Bhaskara cites from “Sphujidhvajayavanesvara™ verses 55-57 of
chapter 79, and from ““ Yavanesvara’ padas a—b of verse 89 of chapter 1.

To all the scholars mentioned above, and to the Ford Foundation, the
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, the Dumbarton Qaks Center for
Byzantine Studies, the Society of Fellows at Harvard University, and the
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, I am greatly indebted for their
assistance and support. But I must especially thank Professor Ingalls for his
sustained interest in and many efforts on behalf of this edition; he acquired the
microfilm of the manuscript, he corrected many corrupt passages in the text
and greatly improved my translation, and he accepted the work for publication
in the Harvard Oriental Series. Without his aid this book could not have been
written.
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THE YAVANAJATAKA

Western Sakas, whose interest in learning is indicated by the prasasti of him
contained in the Girnar Inscription. Unlike the Ksaharata family, which
favored both Brahmanas and Buddhists and employed a Brahmana as an
amatya, the early Karddamakas are not known to have either demonstrated
religious preferences or to have bestowed favors on Brahmanas. Rudradaman’s
daughter did, it is true, marry a Brahmana Satavahana, but that was a purely
political arrangement; the Karddamakas did not, so far as we know, adopt a
gotra until the late third century. Rather, what little we know of Karddamaka
administration indicates a strong reliance on non-Brahmana groups: Sakas,
of course; Pahlavas; Abhiras; and Yavanas.

The Yavanas appear to have had some sort of political organization within
the state, of which Yavane$vara, Raja Sphujidhvaja, and Minaraja the
Yavanadhiraja were all leaders (cf. also Tusaspa, the Yavanarija, mentioned
in Rudradaman’s Girnar Inscription as A$oka’s governor) ; the Yorajis (honori-
fic plural ?) of Safjayapura, if he indeed is a Yavanaraja, indicate that another
such organization existed in formerly Satavahana territory or at Zaydvriov
in the first half of the fourth century. What extraordinary privileges these Greek
settlers and merchants may have enjoyed in the kingdom of the Western
Ksatrapas we can not define. But it is clear from the cave inscriptions and from
the Yavanajataka that, despite their superior station, they tended to accept either
Buddhism or Brahmanism. Yavane$vara, for instance, in describing the
illustrations of the Horas and Dreskanas that he found in his Greek manuscript
(chapters 2 and 3), interpreted their features in terms of the iconography of
Siva and Laksmi; and throughout the text the values of the caste system are
constantly stressed. Moreover, in one verse (77, 1), the Greek planetary deities
are given Brahmanical equivalents.

Yavane$vara, as reflected in Sphujidhvaja’s chapter on ascetics (22), men-
tions carakas, tridandins, ekalingas, and diksitas, as well as the Buddhist
$ravakas and $akya$ramanas (the latter being called ill-mannered). Buddhists,
Jainas, and Ajivakas are perhaps included among the atheists (21, 20) and
heretics (22, 6) whom he despises. Rather he admires yogis and munis possessing
the divine eye (9, 5). And he traces his knowledge through Sarya and the
Asvins back to Prajapati (79, 56-62).

The client who would consult an astrologer following the Yavanajataka was
evidently expected to be a member of the upper classes, a wealthy landowner
or merchant, or one who had the possibility of becoming a government official
or an army officer; lesser professions are mentioned infrequently and with
opprobrium. Can one conclude, then, that, despite the (admittedly very
scanty) epigraphic evidence, the leaders of socicty in the realm of the Western
Ksatrapas were predominantly Brahmanas? I rather think so. But the Brah-
mana caste must have been open to wealthy and powerful members of other
castes, and even to Mlecchas.

The prose translation of Yavanc$vara was cvidently deemed an unsuitable
vehicle for the transmission of $astraic knowledge. Sphujidhvaja thercfore
undertook to versify the work in a.n. 269/270, during the long reign of Rudra-






THE YAVANAJATAKA

period in which Yavanesvara and Sphujidhvaja lived, and the manuscript
material available for the Yavanajataka and for later Indian works on astrology
attributed to Greeks.

A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE HISTORY
OF WESTERN INDIA UNDER THE SAKAS

Because I propose to treat the epigraphic, numismatic, literary, and archeo-
logical evidence for the history of Western India during the Saka period in a
separate monograph, in the present pages I will only attempt to survey the
broad outlines of the political history of the Ksatrapas in order to provide a
historical setting for Sphujidhvaja’s Yavanajataka. A brief excursion into this
field has already been made by me in JOR Madras 31, 1961/62, 28-31.

In Western India itself—that is, in Konkana, the Western Ghats, Gujarat,
southern Rajasthan, Saurastra, and Kaccha—there is little epigraphic or
numismatic evidence for the history of thc period between the engraving
of the ASokan edicts at Mount Girnar and at Sopara in the middle of the
third century B.c., and the cutting of a Buddhist cave necar Nasik on the
orders of Usavadata (Rsabhadatta) in ¢. A.n. 118/119. There is an inscription
of the late second century B.c. found at Barli in the Ajmer District,® which
apparently refers to the erection of a hall by an inhabitant of Madhyamika
during the reign of a rajan Bhagavata; Madhyamika (modern Nagari near
Chitorgarh), it should be noted, is stated by Patafjali to have been recently
(i.e., in ¢. 150 B.c.) besieged by the Yavana (presumably Menander). Another
group of inscriptions comes from Nagari and is dated to the carly first century
A.D.;2 these record the establishment of the Narayanavatika for the blessed
(bhagavat) Sankarsana and Vasudeva by Sarvatata (Sarvatrita?) of the
Gajayana gotra, the son of a lady of the Pasasara gotra and the performer of an
asvamedha sacrifice.

Inscriptions from outside Western India, however, inform us of some of the
trade rclations between Gujarat and the Ganges Valley that was continuous
since at least the Mauryan period (though relatively few punch-marked coins
come from Western India). An inscription from Bharhut?® refers to a pillar given
by Gorakhita (Goraksita), the wife of Vasuka and an inhabitant of Nasika.
Another Bharhut inscription* on a pillar records that it is the gift of Tisa
(Tisya), an inhabitant of Benakata; Gotamiputa Siri Sadakani (Gautamiputra
Sri Satakarni) is called Benakatasvamin in a Nasik cave inscription dated in his
eighteenth regnal year.® This same city is probably intended by Bedakara, the

1. D. C. Sircar, Select Inscriptions, vol. 1, 2nd ed., Calcutta 1965, pp. 89-90.

2. R. D. Bhandarkar in EI 22, 1933/34, 198-205. On Nagari see D. R. Bhandarkar,
The Archaeological Remains and Excavations at Nagari, MASI 4, Calcutta 1920,

3. H. Luders, Bharhut Inscriptions, CII 2, 2 Ootacamund 1962, p. 31 no. A 46.

4. Ibd., p. 32 no. A 49a.

5. E. Senart in EI 8, 1905/06, 71-73.
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character of the monsoons in ¢. A.p. 45, large numbers of Greek traders came
to India.’? The Ilepimovs tfis *Epvfipas faldaons,'® which, despite J. Pirennel*
and R. C. Majumdar,!® should be dated ¢. A.p. 120/130,'® mentions an emporia
south of Bapvyale (Bhrgukaccha) Zodmmape (Strparaka) and KeAdeve (Kal-
yana), and states that the latter was generally the legal emporium in the times of
Zapaydvos (Satakarni) the elder, but that after it was taken by Zavddvns
(Candana?) this was forbidden and the Greek ships which arrived in this region
were brought under guard to Bhrgukaccha. Zupaydvos is presumably either
Sundara or Cakora Satakarni of the Puranic lists, and Zavddvns would be a
general or a governor of Aparanta under Nahapana.

A number of inscriptions recording donations of Yavanas to Buddhist caves
in the Western Ghats during the first and second centuries A.D. have been
edited by Bihler,!” Senart,'® Vats,!® and Kosambi.?° The majority of these
individuals are not named; the inscriptions mention the ethnic yavana in the
genitive singular, followed by a proper name, usually compounded with
sangata, in the plural. The sangatas, I would suggest, are trading corporations.?!

12. For a dating ¢. 100 B.c. see J. H. Thiel, Eudoxus of Gyzicus, Historische Studien 23,
Groningen 1966.

13. H. Frisk, Le Périple de la mer Erythrée, Giteborgs Higskolas Arsskrift 33, 1, Goteborg
1927, par. 52.

14. J. Pirenne, Le Royaume sud-arabe de Qataban et sa datation, Bibliothéque du Muséon 48,
Louvain 1961, pp. 167-193, and ‘‘ Un Probléme-clef pour la chronologie de lorient: la
date du “Périple de la mer Erythrée’” 74 249, 1961, 441-459.

15. R. C. Majumdar, “The Date of the Periplus of the Erythraean Sea,” IHQ 38,
1962, 89-97.

16. D. W. MacDowall, ** The Early Western Satraps and the Date of the Periplus,”
NC 7, 4, 1964, 271-280.

17. G. Bihler in J. Burgess, Report on the Buddhist Cave Temples and Their Inscriptions,
ASWI 4, repr. Varanasi 1964, pp. 82-140, and plates 44-60 by Bhagvanlal Indraji.

18. E. Senart, ““ The Inscriptions in the Caves at Karle,” EI 7, 1902/03, 47-74, and
“The Inscriptions in the Caves at Nasik,” EI 8, 1904/05, 59-96.

19. M. S. Vats, “Unpublished Votive Inscriptions in the Chaitya Cave at Karle,”
ET 18, 1925/26, 325-329.

20. D. D. Kosambi, ‘ Dhenukidkata,” J7AS Bombay, NS 30,2,1955, 50-71. I do not
accept his identification of Mitimda/Milimda in number 20 with Mévavdpos. The
inscriptions at the Pitalkhora caves are also found in M. N. Deshpande, ““The Rock-cut
Caves of Pitalkhora in the Deccan,” Al 15, 1959, 66-93, but contain no reference to
Yavanas.

21. Such corporations are frequently mentioned in the inscriptions of the Saka period
found in Northern India; at times they seem to be hereditary organizations. Those
mentioned in the inscriptions using the “old” era arc:

Vadhitirana sahayana (Vadhitira sahayas). Fatchjang Stonc Inscription of the
year 68. CII 2, 1, pp. 21-22.

Sahayarana ... VasiSugana (VarsiSunga(?) sahacaras). Muchai Inscription of
the year 81. CIT 2, 1, pp. 29-30.

Sahayarana Pipalakhaana (Pippalaksaya(?) sahacaras). Kala Sang Inscription
of the year 100(?). CII 2, 1, pp. 52-54.

Sahayarana . . darana (. . dara sahacaras). Marguz Inscription of the ycar 117(?).

CII 2, 1, pp. 66-67.

@]
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Evidently at least some of these Greek traders under the Sataviahanas had
become Indianized; those that we know of had become Buddhist, but even
some of these have Hindu names. In the last quarter of the first century A.p.
another foreign group entered the area, not as traders but as conquerors. The
Sakas or Scythians, headed by members of the Ksaharata family22 and there-
fore probably descending from the region of Mathura, spread their rule over
Avanti and into Northern Gujarat and Saurastra. It is perhaps significant that
the coins of the earliest members of the Saka dynasty, Arta(?) and Bhiimaka,
have a lion and wheel as the reverse-type of their coinage, while a lion is also
found as one of the reverse-types on the coins of the Ksatrapa Kharaosta, the
son of Arta, and as an obverse-type on some potin coins of Rajavula, the
Mahaksatrapa of Mathura. The coinage of Arta and Bhumaka is found in
Saurastra, and at Puskara near Ajmer, at Ujjain, and at Bhilsa (Vidisa).

The most important of the Ksaharata Ksatrapas, however, was Nahapana,
who first extended Saka control along the coast down below the Narmada to
the region around Bombay, and up into the Western Ghats. The Konkana, as
we have noted, had previously been under Satavahana domination; and in the
latter half of the first century its ports, Stirparaka and Kalyana, had been
important entrepots for the trade with Rome.? It was—if the Periplus is

22. To the Ksaharata also belonged Liaka Kusuluka, the Ksatrapa of Cukhsa in the
year 78 during the reign of the Maharaya Mahanta Moga (Taxila Copper Plate in S.
Konow, Kharoshthi Inscriptions, CII 2, 1, Calcutta 1929, pp. 23-29). The Kusuluka clan,
then, of which the Mahaksatrapa Patika (Taxila Copper Plate and Mathura Lion Capital,
thid., pp. 30-49), the son of Liaka, was also a member, appears to have been a subdivision
of the Ksaharatas. A Brahmi inscription found at Mathura (H. Liders, Aathura Inscriptions,
AAWG, Phil.-hist. Kl1. 3, 47, Gottingen 1961, pp. 157-158, no. 118) records a {Ksat)r
(apa) Ksaharata Ghataka.

23. For the material remains of that trade in Western India, see:

Annual Administration Report of the Archaeological Department, Gwalior State, for the
Year 1938-39, Gwalior 1940, p. 18.

A. S. Gadre, Archaeology in Baroda (1934-1947), Baroda 1947, pp. 5 and 28.

B. B. Lal in AI 5, 1949, 101-103.

M. D. Desai, “Some Roman Antiquities from Akota near Baroda,” BBM 7,
1949/50, 21-23.

B. Subbarao, Baroda Through the Ages, Baroda 1953, pp. 6, 32-34, 56-64, and 87.

M. Wheeler, Rome Beyond the Imperial Frontiers, London 1954, pp. 151-153.

H. D. Sankalia and S. B. Deo, Report on the Excavations at Nasik and Jorwe 1950-51,
Poona 1955, pp. 69-70.

R. C. Agrawala in JBRS 41, 1955, 296-298.

H. D. Sankalia, B. Subbarao, and S. B. Deo, The Excavations at Maheshwar and
Navdatoli 1952-53, Poona-Baroda 1958, pp. 159-162.

B. Subbarao, Personality of India, 2nd ed., Baroda 1958, pp. 46-47.

M. N. Deshpande in A7 15, 1959, 90.

H. Rydh, Rang Mahal, Lund-Bonn-Bombay 1959, pp. 147-149.

M. R. Majmudar, ed., Historical and Cultural Chronology of Gujarat, Baroda 1960,
pp. 95-97.

H. D. Sankalia, S. B. Deo, Z. D. Ansari, and S. Ehrhardt, From History to
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Nidhivasa (Nevasa) to Nasika (the old Satavahana route went from Nidhivasa
to Jarnanagara [Junnar] down to Kalyiana and Siirparaka, or from Tagara
through Shelarwadi, Bhaja, and Karle to the same destinations), from Nasika
down to the coast near Dahanu, and then northward along the coast to
Bharukaccha.

The first supplement to the first grant in cave 10 at Nasika refers to Rsabha-
datta’s successful expedition to relieve the Uttamabhadras who were being
besicged by the Malayas.?” This presumably means that Rsabhadatta led his
army down the Western Ghats, a move which would surely bring him into
contact with the Kuras, who were the Maharathis (Maharastrins) of the
Kolhapur region. Of the three Kura kings of whom we have coins—Vasisthi-
putra Viliviyakura, Madhariputra Sivalakura, and Gotamiputra Vilivaya-
kura?*—the last is evidently the BaAedkovpos whose capital was ‘Irmioxovpa
according to Ptolemy,?® and who was the king overthrown by Gautamiputra
Satakarni.®® Rsabhadatta’s raid had no lasting effects; we are told that on his
return to his father-in-law’s territory he bathed at Puskara and gave 3,000 cows
and a village to the monks at Nasika. Further donations by Rsabhadatta to the
monks in cave 10 are mentioned in a final inscription.3!

The three inscriptions are dated in the 41st, 42nd, and 45th years. If these
dates are referred to the Saka era, they correspond to a.p. 119, 120, and 123.
The other grants by Rsabhadatta3? and his wife®® at Nasik and by him at
Karle®* are not dated, nor is the inscription of Mitadevanaka (Mitradevanaka),
the son of Usabhadata, from Dhenukakata in the Caitya cave at Karle,?5
though he may not be the son of the son-in-law of Nahapana. The latest dated
inscription of the reign of Nahapana is that inscribed at Junnar®® by Ayama of

27. Cf. Sphuyjidhvaja 3, 34c: raktan prakurvan malaye tapasvi. The Malayas are
sometimes said to be the Malavas, but the identification seems untenable to me. See nn.
29 and 30 below.

28. On the Kuras see now M. Rama Rao, ““ Coins of the Kura Kings from Brahma-
puri,” JNSI 17, 1955, 58-88; P. L. Gupta, “Satavahana Coins from Brahmapuri (Kol-
hapur),” BPWMWI 5, 1955/57, 62-73; and P. L. Gupta, “ Coins from Brahmapuri
Excavations,” BDCRI 21, 1960/61, 38-84.

29. L. Renou, ed., La Géographie de Ptolémée. L’Inde (VII, 1-4), Paris 1925, p. 36.
Other towns in this area that Ptolemy mentions are Zipiuaddye (Srimalaya) and
Bavafdor (Vanavisi).

30. He is the first Satavahana king whose coins are found in the Kolhapur region;
his grant of a field formerly owned by Rsabhadatta to the ascetics of Mount Trirasmi in
cave 3 at Nasik (Buhler Nasik 13, Senart Nasik 4) is dated in his 18th regnal year from
his victorious camp at Vejayanti (Banavasi); and the prasasti of Gautamiputra set up by
his mother, Balasri, in the same cave in the 19th year of her grandson, Vasisthiputra Sri
Pulumayi (Biihler Nasik 18, Senart Nasik 2) mentions Gautamiputra as lord of the
Malaya mountains.

31. Buhler Nasik 9, Senart Nasik 12.

32. Buhler Nasik 7 and 8, Senart Nasik 14a and 14b.

33. Buhler Nasik 10a and 13, Senart Nasik 11 and 13.

34. Biihler Karle 19, Senart Karle 13, Kosambi 29.

35. Bihler Karle 11, Senart Karle 11, Kosambi 15.

36. Biihler Junnar 32.
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havanisidana’ and ‘‘khakharatavasaniravasesakara.”” These epithets are
supported by his overstrikes of Nahapana’s coinage?* and their discovery in
Saurastra.*®

Gautamiputra Satakarni’s son, Vasisthiputra Sri Pulumayi or Pulumavi (the
Zipumodepaios whose capital was Bouflave (Pratisthana) according to Ptolemy,
Geography, p. 35), apparently ruled over the Western Ghats for at least 24 years
(c. A.p. 136 to 160);*® but he seems to have lost control over the territory north
of the Narmada before his grandmother Balasri made her grant to the monks of
cave 3 at Nasik in ¢. 155. He must, then, have been the Daksinapathapati
Satakarni whom Rudradaman I twice defeated.

Rudradaman was a scion of the Karddamakavamsa, which entered India
from Iran.*” The route by which they approached Avanti was evidently similar
to that by which Kalakacarya is alleged to have led the $ahi against Garda-
bhilla of Ujjain. For the earliest notices of them come from Kaccha, where are
found an inscription of the (regnal?) year 11 at Andhau mentioning the (Ksat)-
rapa, the son of Ysamotika, four inscriptions of the year 52 (a.p. 130) at
Andhau mentioning the Raja Castana son of Ysamotika (and) the Ré&ja
Rudradaman son of Jayadaman,*® and an inscription of the year (5> 3 (a.p. 131)
near Khadva mentioning Raja Svamin Rudradaman, the son of Raja Svamin
Jayadaman, the son of Raja Mahaksatrapa Svamin Castana, the son of
Ysamotika.® Since Ptolemy says that the capital of Tiaoraviis is *Olnjvy (Geo-
graphy, p. 28), and Rudradaman’s niyukta for Anarta and Surastra, the Pahlava
Amatya Suvisakha, son of Kulaipa, gives, in the year 72 (a.p. 150), his digvijaya
as ‘‘purvaparakaravantyanipanivrdanarttasurastrasvabhramarukacchasindhu-
sauvirakukuraparantanisadadi’’ and says that he obtained the title of Mahaksa-
trapa by himself;*° one may conjecture the following sequence of events:

1. Nahapana was overthrown by Gautamiputra Satakarni in ¢. A.D. 125
in all the provinces subject to him save Kaccha.

44. Most impressively, H. R. Scott, * The Nasik (Joghaltembhi) Hoard of Nahapana’s
Coins,” 7BBRAS 22, 1908, 223-244; see also H. V. Trivedi, ““ Counterstriking Devices
of Gautamiputra Satakarni,” JNSI 17, 2, 1955, 97-99.

45. H. V. Trivedi, JNSI 17, 1, 1955, 92-93.

46. At Nasik are found inscriptions dated in his second year (Biihler Nasik 15,
Senart Nasik 25; in an unfinished cave beyond cave 23); in his sixth year (Biihler Nasik
16, Senart Nasik 1; in cave 2); and in his 22nd year (Biihler Nasik 19, Senart Nasik 3;
in cave 3). At Karle are found inscriptions dated in his seventh year (Biihler Karle 17,
Senart Karle 14, Kosambi 8; in the Caitya) and in his 24th year (Bihler Karle 21,
Senart Karle 20, Kosambi 1).

47. H. Raychaudhuri, “The Karddamaka Kings,” in his Studies in Indian Antiquities,
Calcutta 1958, pp. 233-236.

48. S. Gokhale, “ Andhau Inscription of Castana, Saka 11,” JAIH 2, 1968-69, 104-
111; R. D. Banerji, “The Andhau Inscriptions of the Time of Rudradaman,” EI 16,
1921722, 19-25; sce H. C. Ray, “The Andhau Inscriptions,” 14 52, 1923, 278-279.

49. J. M. Nanavati and H. G. Shastri, ““ An Unpublished Ksatrapa Inscription from
Cutch,” 7OI Baroda 11, 1961/62, 237-238, and P. R. Srinivasan in EI 37, 1967/68,
139-142.

50. F. Kielhorn, ““Junagadh Rock Inscription of Rudradaman: The Year 72,” EI 8,
1905/06, 36—49.

14
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up by the nun Buddhamitra in the year 2 of Kaniska.>* She together with the
monk Bala made a tour of the sacred cities of Buddhism in the Ganges-Yamuna
valley in the years 2 and 3 of Kaniska’s reign and set up images in Sarnath®®
and Sahéth-Mahéth;%® Buddhamitra’s niece, the nun Dhanavati, a pupil of
Bala, set up a statue of a Bodhisattva at Mathura itself in the year 33, during the
reign of Huviska.®” These inscriptions do not, of course, imply that Kaniska
necessarily ruled over Kausambi and Benares in the years 2 and 3 (a.p. 146/147).

Rudradaman’s expedition, if there was one, must have been mounted in the
period between 145 and 150; it may have been intended simply as a demonstra-
tion to the Kusanas and to the local authorities in Kau$ambi that the Western
Ksatrapa interest in Kau$ambi, a key point in the trade route from Ujjain to the
Ganges valley, was not to be ignored. An independent Raja was evidently ruling
at Kausambi in the year 23 (a.p. 167).5% Bhimasena, the king of Bandhogarh,
evidently controlled the area in the year 52 (a.p. 196),%® and the inscriptions of
the Magha kings are dated between 81 and 139 (a.p. 225 and 283).9°

54. K. G. Goswami, “Kosam Inscription of (the Reign of) Kanishka: The Year 2,”
EI24,1937/38, 210-212.

55. J. P. Vogel in EI 8, 1905/06, 173-179.

56. T. Bloch in EI 8, 1905/06, 181-182.

57. H. Luders, Mathura Inscriptions, pp. 54-55.

58. A. S. Altekar, ‘“Allahabad Municipal Museumn Yupa Inscription,” EI 24,
1937/38, 245-251.

59. EI 3, 1894/95, pl. opposite p. 306.

60. The following inscriptions of this dynasty are known:

Bhadramagha (c. a.p. 220-235):

l. Year 81 (a.p. 225). Krsna Deva, ‘“Kosam Inscription of Bhadramagha’s
Reign; the Year 81,” EI 24, 1937/38, 253-256.

2. Year 83 (a.p. 227) N. P. Chakravarti, £I 31, 1955/56, 173, n. 4; G. R. Sharma
in Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology 16, Leyden 1958, p. xliv; and Indian
Archaeology 1960-61—A Review, New Delhi 1961, p. 69.

3. Year 87 (a.p. 231). S. Konow, ‘““Allahabad Museum Inscription of the Year
87, EI 23, 1935/36, 245-248; G. Chatterji, “ Two Inscriptions from Kosam,”
Jha Commemoration Volume, POS 39, Poona 1937, pp. 101-114; and D. R. Sahni
in EI 18, 1925/26, 160.

Gautamiputra Sivamagha (c. A.p. 235-245)

1. Year lost. D. R. Sahni in EI 18,71925/26, 159.

2. Bhita seal. ASIAR 1911-12, p. 51.

Vaisravana (c¢. 245-265):

l. Year 107 (a.p. 251). N. G. Majumdar, ‘““Kosam Inscription of the Reign of
Maharija Vaisravana of the year 107,” EI 24, 1937/38, 146-148.

Bhimavarman (c. 265-285) :

I. Year 130 (a.p. 274) A. Ghosh, “ Kosam Stone Image Inscription of Maharaja
Bhimavarman. The Year 130,” IC 3, 1936/37, 177-182.

2. Year 139 (a.p. 283). J. F. Fleet, Inscriptions of the Early Gupta Kings, CII 3,
Calcutta 1888, pp. 266-267.

See further A. Ghosh, “The Maghas of Kausambi,” IC 1, 1934/35, 715-716; V. Appa
Rao, “The Meghas of Kosala,” JAHRS 9, 1934/36, 47-48; Motichandra, *“ A Hoard of
Kausambi Coins from Fatehpur,” JNSI 2, 1940, 95-108; V. V. Mirashi, ‘*Dates of
Some Early Kings of Kausambi,” EI 26, 1941/42, 297-304; A. S. Altekar, “ The Maghas
of South Kosala,” 7JG7RI 1, 1944, 149f.; A. S. Altekar, “ New and Intcresting Coins and
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Ysamotika

Castana (MK 52)

Jayadaman (K)

Rudradaman I (K 52, MK 622, 72)

Damaysada 1 Rudrasimha I
(K, MK) (K 102, 103, 106, 107?, 109, 110, 112;
MK 113-116, 118)

Jivadaman I Satyadaman [
(MK 119, 120) (K Ixx) Rudrasena [
(K 121, 122; MK 122, 125, 126, 128, 130-142, 144?)

|
[ I
Prthvisena ~ Damajadasri 11
(K 144) (K 154, 155) ’7
Safighadaman Damasena
(MK 144, 145) (MK 145, 146?, 151-158)
|
| T ! |
Viradaman Yasodaman Vijayasena Damajadasri II1
(K 156, 157) (K 160, MK 161) (K 160, MK 162-172) (MK 172/3, 174-176)

Rudrasena I1
(MK 17x, 180, 1812, 183, 184, 1862, 1877, 188, 189, 194, 196)

- |
Visvasimha Bhartrdaman
(K 199, 200; MK 200, 211?) (K 200, 201, 202?, 203, 204; MK 211-214; 2157, 217)
1
Visvasena

(K 216-219, 2202, 221, 226)

Something more of the history of this period can be gleaned from the coins.
Though the normal issue was silver, Rudrasimha I introduced a potin issue in
114 (a.p. 192) which was continued until 158 (a.p. 236), during the reign of
Damasena. These potin coins are found only in the region of Avanti and
Rajasthan. It is not clear what their purpose was; but it is noteworthy that the
cessation of their issuance more or less coincides with the downfall of the vast

R. D. Banerji, “ The Junagadh Inscription of Jivadaman (I),” EI 18, 1925/26,
339-340.

5. Mulavasara Inscription of Raja Mahaksatrapa Svamin Rudrasena. Year 122
(a.p. 200). H. Sastri, “An Old Hero-Stone of Kathiawad-Gujarat,” D. R.
Bhandarkar Volume, Calcutta 1940, pp. 173-176, and A. S. Gadre, Important
Inscriptions from the Baroda State, vol. 1, Baroda 1943, pp. 1-4.

6. Gadha Inscription of Rija Mahiksatrapa Svimin Rudrasena, son of Raja
Mahiksatrapa Bhadramukha Svamin Rudrasimha, grandson of Raja
Mahiksatrapa Bhadramukha Svamin Rudradaman, great grandson of
Rija Ksatrapa Svimin Jayadaman, and great great grandson of Rija
Mahaksatrapa Bhadramukha Svamin Castana. Year 127 or 126 (A.p. 205 or
204). R. Banerji and V. S. Sukthankar in EI 16, 1921/22, 236-239.
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INTRODUCTION

to our aid; sometimes a knowledge of Sanskrit grammar or idiom suggests the
right reading, although Sphujidhvaja was not so exact in his use of Sanskrit as
to make this criterion infallible. So we are occasionally forced simply to guess.
And I am aware that T must have missed guesses that will occur to others, and
that in some cases I will have guessed wrongly. Non omnia possumus omnes.

The manuscripts on which this edition rests are:

N. Kathmandu I 1180. Ff. 2-103. Written on palm leaves in northern Nagari
of about the beginning of the thirteenth century. The margins are badly
damaged, and the surface is frequently so badly worn that the text is illegible.
The difficulties were increased as I was able to use only a microfilm and not the
original; f. 102 is missing from the microfilm. I have noted all variants from this
manuscript in the apparatus criticus; the many marginal additions and
corrections of N I have placed in parentheses. The following manuscripts are
copies of N:

k. A copy of fl. 2-10 and 98-103 made for MM. P. V. Kane and used by
him in His articles on Sphujidhvaja in 74S Bombay 30, pt. 1, 1955, 1-8 and 30,
pt. 2, 1955, 1-5. MM Kane very kindly allowed me to copy this manuscript
in Poona in 1958. I have quoted it only for the part of the text on f. 102 of
N—79, 35-58—that is missing in the microfilm.

p- MS. A.3 of the collection of Sylvain Lévi now in the Sorbonne at Paris, 66fT.
This manuscript was evidently copied for Sylvain Lévi by a very careless scribe,
presumably in the 1890’s. There are many omissions, the largest being from
chapters 22 to 53. I have quoted it in the apparatus only for its evidence for the
readings of f. 102 of N.

r. A copy of N was apparently made for Hemaraja, the former Rajaguru of
Nepal; it is not available. '

Two manuscripts are independent of N:

K. Kathmandu I 619. 13ff. Copied on palm leaves. This manuscript was not
available to me. Its size indicates that it is a small fragment.

L. Leipzig 1081. 11ff. Sarada script. This manuscript, on fI. 1v-9r, contains
Yavanajataka 44; 50; 48; 49; 46; 47; and 45. All the variants are indicated in the
apparatus criticus. Ff. 9r-11r contain a text on binduphala. L is only in-
frequently useful.

It is possible the RORI 643 6ff., which contains the Namapraina from the
Yavanajataka of Yavanacarya, is a manuscript of adhyayas 71-72.

A large number of later commentators and compilers have preserved verses
of the Yavanagjataka, and other astrologers have depended directly on Sphujidh-
vaja; especially useful have been Minaradja, Kalyanavarman, Govindasvamin,
Utpala, Visnusarman, Kamalakara, and Nrsimha. Full references to quotations
and direct imitations have been given in the testimonia; many more indirect
imitations will be found in the commmentary. Information about these authors
and about the editions or manuscripts of their works which I have consulted
will be found in the bibliography.

There exist other horoscopic treatises in Sanskrit which are attributed to
Yavanas, but they all seem to be posterior to the present work.
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